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NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Central Square Kisrcric District possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t is significant as the first and only
community center to develop i n WAl tham conbining comercial and nmunicipal functions
around the centerpiece of the town common. The commrercial blocks surviving today reflect
the city's post civil war prosperity as a major industrial center, while its concentration
of public buildings reflects growh and incorporationas a city in 1384  The district de-
vel oped larseiv between 1850 and 1930, and includes many fine exanples of contenporary
architectural styles such as Italianane, High Victorian Gothic, Queen Anne and Cl assical
Revival. Especially important are the four conmercial blocks designed by noted architect
Henry Hartwell over a fifty year period. The district meets criteria A and C of the National
Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTUR. SANHGMNE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in therns of
other areas wthin the conmunity.

The Central Square Historic District includes 14 buildings and 2 vacant |ots focused on the
town conpnon which i s characterized by mature trees, a path systemwith reproduction lights
and benches, 3 statues and an obelisk. The City Hall stands on the 2.39 acre common as
well. Qe to three storv comrercial blocks, dating, from the md-19th to the m G 20th cen-
turies, frame the common'on EEm (E) and Main (N Streets. The district also extends north
on Lexington and Church Streets to include the Fire and Police Stations and the Fire Alarm
Headquarters Building. Specifically excluded from the district are mbdern commiercial

bl ocks that face the comnon on' Mbody Street (W and the Boston Manufacturing GConpany (NHL/ M
on the southern perimeter. Other boundaries have been drawn to exclude nodern or altered
comnercial blocks, or residential properties. The potential Townpiece Historic District
abuts the ticrtheast corner of the Central .Sguare Historic District on Church Street.

A wide variety of architectural styles are represented in the district ranging from Italianate
to High VictorianGothic to Queen Anne to Classical Revival. Many are the works of important

HSITARCL SANHCANE Explain historical inportance of area ad how the area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

B Al

Al'though 'waltham was settled during the 1630s and was |Incorporated as a town in 1738, |t
did not possess a recognizable center until the 1830s. The Central Square area's devel op-
ment as Wl rhami's comrercial, riuniclpal and social center was Inextricably bound to the
establishment and expansion of the Boston Manufacturing GConpany. Founded in 1813, the BC
vas the first full process textile mill in the United States. Situated on the banks of the
Charles River just south of the common, itschoice of site was dictated by the presence of
a waterfall with a ten foot drop sufficient to power the textile machinery. The present
common was given to the town by the B\C during the period 1813-1886. In 1827, the B\C con-
structed Runford Hall which stood on the site of the present City Hall until the 1920s.
This Geek Revival style wood-frame structure housed shops and an auditorium and later a
library. The Runford Institute's meetings were held in this buildingfeaturing speakers
such as Ral ph ¥al do Enmerson, Mark Twain and Ol iver WHolmes.In additionto this popular

| yceum function, Runford Hall also housed town meetings and other town business from 1850
on, thus establishing a municipal presence in the area. Oher factors contributingto the
rise of Central Square as the town center were the proximty of the Geat Road (now Min
Street), introductionof the Boston & Fitchburg Railroad in 1843, and construction of the
Moody Street bridge in 1847. All of these conditions attracted residential growth which

in turn spawned the commercial and social activities as well as public services that now
make up the center.

Central Square's buildings reflect its late 19th century industrial prosperity and 1884 in-

corporation as a city. Individual buildings are discussed bel ow
QA and/or FEFERENES

EL Sanderson. Waltham 16"34-1884. 1936
Berry, Jean. The Od Bricks of Waltham Gommon. 1978.
DH Hurd. History of Mddlesex County. Vo. |1,
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Architectural Significance (cont) .-l < > .

Bost on based architects such as George Meacham Arthur Vinal andKilham Hopkins & Greely.
Local architects arerepresented by George E Strout andCaptain Sanuel Patch. Mst im
portantly, thedistrict provides an opportunity toview four important works by Waltham
resi dent and Boston based architect, Henry W Hartwell of Hartwell & Richardson, |ater
Hartwel |, Richardson & Greely. Fewurban centers enconpass buil dingswhich constitute a
fifty year retrospectiveof thedesigns of a single noted architect. Hartwell designed
buildings include theltalianate style Central Block (1856; A5), the Queen Anne style
Musi c Hall (1880; A2), theQeen Anne style Police Station (1890; A7) andt he CGeorgian
Revival style Buttrick Building (1902; A3) .

Central Square's buildings provide a promnent andhighly visible link with Waltham s
illustrious past. Thecommercial blocks reflect itspost civil war prosperity as a mjor
industrial center, while itsconcentration of public institutional buildingsreflectsits
growth andincorporationasacity i n1S$4. Over time several Important buil dings have
been denmiolished or substantially altered, but thedistrict nevertheless retains a fragile
cohesiveness and sense of place.

Individual conponents of thedistrict aredescribed below

Town Gonmon and St atuary (4803, 12, 13) The tov,Ti common i sa2.39acre square parcel conposed
of land donated t oWaltham by t he Boston Manufacturing between 1813-86. Over time i t was
transformed from a cowpasture t o anornamental park dotted with mature shade trees, and
crisscrossed by lighted paths. Civic scul pture was al so added gradual |y, beginning with
a granite urnsurnounted obelisk designed i n 1867 by George Meacham (Al2). 1 n 1909, the
Henry Hudson Kitson designed statue of Governor Nathaniel P. Banks (Al3) was placed on

the common; i ti sa standing bronze figure i ngreatcoat i nfront of a Neo-classical chair.
The third statue i stheearly 20th century Hiker dedicated t oveterans of t he Spanish-
American War; this bronze foot soldier with rifle was designed by Kitson's wife, Tneodora
Ruggl es Kitson. A Centenial Menorial was added i n 1984.

Cormmer ci al Buil dings

Perhaps mQe than any other building type, thecomercial block, byvirtue of it slarge
scale, high quality materials, andconsiderable stylishness, symbolizes Vlthamis late 19th
and early 20th century industrial prosperity. Theoldest building i nthedistrict i s the
Italianate style Central Block, 617-27 Main Street(1856; A5). |t was designed by Henry
Hartwel | t o house shops ontheground floor anda hotel ontheupper floors. The original
red pressed brick fabric i sstill Intact ontheupper floors, along with a range of plain
brick pilasters, pedimented cast iron w ndow heads and a deep bracketed cornice.

The district's only exa-itle of theHi gh Victorian Gothic style i stheWirford Building,
653-63 Main Street (1877; A9). It features a highly polychromatic facade with sandstone
stringcourses, segmental headed andarched lintels along with bands of redandblack brick
work. George Meacham designer of Boston's Public Garden (NR 7/12/72), was t he architect
of this building.

StEDle to Inventory form st bozz - 1,
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Architectural Significance (cont)

The Queen Anne style is represented by the Music' Halls 14 Hm Street (1880; A2 whose de-

sign also blends elements of the Panel Brick style. 1t is a three story brick structure
whose facade features brick piers, recessed panels and corbeled cornices; original cast iron
storefronts are retained as well. These rather subdued design elenents are focused on a

once electrified copper screen over the tw central bays that is ornamented with geometric
panels, a diminutive gable oriel and tall pinnacles; i tws added to the original Hartwell
designed building in 1918

Anchoring the northwest corner of the district at Main and Gommon Streets, is the Law ence
Building, 681 Main Street (1900; AIO). Designed by Arthur H Vinal, itis the largest

block in the district rising three stories, and extending five bays on Main Street and

eight bays on CGonmon Street. |t is constructed of Buff brick and its Classical Revival
design features Corinthian pilasters dividing broad arched wi ndow bays at the upper stories.
Original storefront materials nay remain behind the present alum num panels. The Gonmon
Street elevation is characterized by irregular fenestration, multi-story oriels and seconder}
entries.

The Georgian Revival style is represented by tw yellow brick corner blocks with curved
facades addressing their respective intersections. The Collins Block, 633 Min Street
(1902; A6) at Lexington Street, was designed by local architect George Strout and is the
simpler of the tw. Although its ground floor is mssing, the original |imestone Tuscan
colums of itsrecessed entrance, the yellow brick fabric, two-story metal oriels and deep
modi | lion block cornice of itsupper floors is still intact. The nore imposing Buttrick

Bl ock, 582 Main Street (1902; A3) at Elm Street is the district's nmbst recent exanple of a
Henry Hartwell designed business block. Like the Collins Block, it has been altered at the
ground floor, but retains the rusticated brick piers, dentilated cornice and balustraded
cornice of Its upper stories.

Muni ci pal  Buildings

Wal t ham was incorporated as Massachusetts' 22nd city on June 2, 1884 Soon thereafter, the
new city enbarked on an ambitious municipal building canpaign which produced new schools, a
wat erworks, and police and fire stations. Qddly enough, a new city hall ws not built wuntil;
1924- 26, even though i t was badly needed as a replacement for the cranped quarters in the
wood- franme Rumdord Building of 1827. Many of these late 19th and early 20th century buildings
are located in the Central Square Historic District.

The ol dest municipal building in the district is the Lexington Street Fire Station, 25
Lexington Street (1887: AS). This Queen Anne style building, executed In red brick with
rock faced granite trim, was designed by local architect Captain Sanuel Patch. The three
bhay facade is articulated by brick piers that rise through the corbeled cornice and now cul -
m nate in added chi meys. The steeply pitched gable between these piers defines the central
bay.  Three engine bays occupy the ground floor. The tw story building I's enclosed by a
slate hip roof. with dormers on the side slopes. Adjacent is the Hartwell and Richardson
designed Police Station, 23 Lexington Street (1S90; A7). Constructed of red water-srruck
brick, this tw story hip roofed building, with itstripartite gabled roof dormers. Is de-
signed in the Queen knne style. |t features a round arched entrance, a corbeled course be-
neath second story w ndows and a narrower corbeled course linking their segmental heads.

to inventor\- fori t D torn
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Architectural Significance (cont)

The district's nmost highly visible municipal building i s the cupola-crowned Ceorgian Re-
vival style City Hall (1924-26; Al ). Together with the Wl tham Gonmon, the WIIiam Rogers
Geely designed City Hall isthe focal point of the district. Geely, atown hall specialist
in the firm of Kilham Hopkins and Greely, borrowed freely fromthe design of Arlington's
town hall for his rendering of the V&lthamCity Hall. Theoriginal intention was to face
this building with marble, but I|inestone was chosen for the sake of econony. The symetri cal
thirteen bay nain facade i s focused on a three bay pedimented central pavilion.whose three
entries lead into a handsonely appointed |obby. Qher elevationsare also highly symetrical
and chastely rendered. The building rises twostories froma high basenent to abal ustraded
roofline. N

The Wres Building or Fire Alarm Headquarters, 14 Church Street (1931; A4) i s the nost re-
cent inthe district's rich inventory of municipal buildings. [tisasmll, cubic struc-
ture whose conpact design displayselenments of the Classical Revival and Art Deco styles.
It isconstructed of brick laid upinFlemsh bond, andi s trinmed with |inestone water-
table and beltcourses. The recessed round arched entry i s framed by verigated voussoirs
and corners feature a stepped silhouette.

Staule to Inventory rorm at oottom
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Historical Significance (cont)

For m No:
A

Square HD

Al')  The Waltham City Hall, 614 Mbody Street. Built i n 1924-1926,
the Waltham City Hall represents the work of townhall specialist Wlliam
Rogers Greely, a partner i nthe Boston-based architectural firmof
Ki | ham Hopkens and Greely. Although a proposal foranewcity hall had
been nade as early as 1872 (tobe designed i nthe Victorian Cothic
Revival Style), town/city meetings continued tobe held i nthe cranped

quarters of theoldRunford Hall (1827). The Waltham City Hall

i s based

closely on the Arlington, City Hall. 1 tisagood exanple of the

Ceorgian Revival Style i nmunicipal architecture.

A2) The Music Hall, 15 ElmStreet. The Music Hall symbolizes
Wal tham Center's late 19th century status as the major cultural/social
center i nWaltham  From 1880-1900 the Miusic Hall was t hesettingfor
first class musical events andcivic affairs. | t had one of the |argest

stages i nNew 'Eirland. By 1916 this theatre featured silent
vaudev-ille, etc. |t was designed by Henry W Hartwell.

novi es,

A3) The Buttrick Building, 5S2-5S8 Main Street represents thelast

comrerci al block i nWaltham designed by Henry W Hartwell.
1902-1903 i t contained shops, offices and bow ing alleys.
in honor of Frances Buttick, well-to-do Waltham |unmber/coal
major late 19th century land specul ator.

It

Builti n
was naned
deal er and

Ad) Wires Building, 214 Church Street. The Vfires Building was built
during theheight of the Depression (1931) t c house a nore nodern

central fire alarm systemfor the city.

A5) The Central Block, 627 Main Street. Built i n1856, 627 Main
Street was originally known as M|ler's Block and contained shops and
hotel roonms onits upper floors. |t became known as the Central Block
in 1867. This building represents thefirst brick masonry commrerci al

block i nWaltham and i s an early work of Henry W Hartwell.

A6) Tne Col lins Block, 633 Main Street. The Collins Block repre-
sents an early work by local architecr and Queen Anne house specialist
CGeorge E Strout. Itslover floors originally contained stores, and

the upper floors housed i t s owner and namesake, real

specul ator M chael Collins.

estate

A7) rne Waltham Police Station, 23 Lexington Street. Builtin
1890, this substantial, hip roofed brick masonry structure represents
the work of Hartwell and Richardson. | ti san inportant part of
Val tham s outstanding collection of late 19th century municipal build-

ings.

A3) Tlie Lexingtcn Street Fire Staticn, 25 Lexington Street. Built
in 1857, this fire stacion was t hefirst of a half dozen or so municipal

buildings erected i nWaltham during the late | BSGs-1S90s. |

iresents

the work of local architect (and or many years Walthamis Building

Supt.) Captain Sanuel Patch.
Stable oinyenrorv fo~ 4. o ton
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Historical Significance (cont)

A9) TheWwhitford Building, 645Main Street. This redpressed brick
and sand stone faced structure wasbuilt i n1877. 1t represents t he
wor k of Boston-based architect anddesigner of t heBoston Public Garden,
George Meacham  For nmany years this building housed a regionally-known

jewelry store-Witford andJohnson, dealers i ndianmonds, watches,
clocks, jewelry, silverware, etc.

AlQ ThelLaw ence Building, 1900 i sone of thelargest conmercial

blocks in Waltham |t was designed by Boston City architect, Arthur H,

Vinal i namanner which successfully mxes theRonanesque Revival with
the Classical Revival.

Starsle to Invsntorv form at bOttdn



WALTHAM, MA

Street Adress
600 Main Street
609-613 Main Street

610 Main Street

617-627 Main Street

633 Main Street

637 Main Stix-et

6”5 Main Street

649 Main Street

653-663 Main Street

665-675 Main Street
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i
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60-21-30

#
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Scluare Fet't
51 ,866
6,4,50
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« 2,671
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Walrliam National Bank

. n/a

Curtis Building
WilriLlord Biiildinj'/AO
n/a

Lawronce Building/AlO
ViicnnL

Vnc.ui 1

Music llan/A2

CENI'kAL S(IiAKI' 1ITSTORTC, 1)1 STR ICT

Dato
1002-1903
n/a
1924-1926

, 1813-1886
1867
1909
early 20th
1984
1856
1902-1903

1889/19603

cl930
' 18 77
cl93n

1900

n/a
n/a

1880

Slyle

Georgian Rev.

n/a .

Cfjorgian Rev.

L andscape

S al liary NN

Statuary -

St at nary n

Sl al nary

Italianale

Georjviaii Rev.

Modern

Altered

Classical Rev.

llij".h VifU:oricin
Got hie J.

Classical Rev.

Classical Rev.

n/a

n/a

Queen Anna

S aljis
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G
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VALTHAM M\ NRA D STR CT' DATA ST ENTRAL SQAMAEHSTARCOSTRCT (2)

Street Address Assessor's # Sguare Feet  Historic Name/lnventory # Dat e Style Stat us
6-10 Church Street 60-9-5 1, 855 Vacant n/a n a NC
14-22 Church Street 60-9-4 33, 360 Wres Building/Ad 1931 Classical Rev. C -
23 Lexington Street Police Station/A7 1890 Queen Anne C

25 Lexington Street Fire Station/A8 1887 Queen Anne C
TOAL

276,186 sqg.ft., or 6.34 acres
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LAW OFFICES OF

COLLINS a COLLINS
eai MAIN STREET

JOHN C COLLINS (I9E7-19S2) WALTHAM. MASS. 0215.4 TELEPHONE 893-3710

G, RECEIVED

FEB 12 198

MASS. HIST. COMM.

February 10, 1988

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
Commonweal th of Massachusetts

80 Boyl ston Street

Boston, M\ 02116

RE: 677-685 Main Street, Waltham M
Omers: Leo and Mary T. Gallitano

Dear Si r or Madane:
The undersigned are the record owners of the above captioned

property. W hereby object to the listing of our property inthe
National Registry of Historic Places.

Leo Gallitano

714, 7M"~T~" xX\LIAA”cc

Mary T. Gallitano

Commonweal th of Massachusetts
M ddl esex, ss

February 1988
Then personally appeared the above naned Leo Gallitano and Mary

T. Gallitano and acknow edgedthe above signatures to be their
free act and deed before ne.

Notary Public

AW
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: JSP

Raytheofv Employees Federad Credit Umon

702 MAIN STREET, WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02154
JAMES A. BURLEY, JR.
President
PAUL S. KICZA
Treasurer and Chief Executive Officer
JAMES W. CANOLE
Manager

March 1/ 1988
Ms. Valarie A Tal mge WR S 198

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

The Conmmonweal th of Massachusetts MASS. HIST- COMM.
80 Boylston Street

Boston/ M\ 02116

Re: 600 Main Street
Wal tham M\ 02154

Dear M. Tal mage:

The Rayt heon Enpl oyees Federal Credit Union/ beneficial
owner of theproperty located at 600 Main Street/ Waltham
Massachusetts/ objects t ohaving theproperty listed i n the
National Register of Historic Places.

The credit union i sthesole owner of theproperty. Pl ease
remove this building fromthelist tobe considered at your
March 9 1988 meeting.

Sincerely/

Janes A Burleyl Z-"-4TN\7TA7$7%
Presi dent R VASEAASEA AN A |

7777™  yoTAN
p* 773'$

c\c--.y t737%
QAT AAN ~"&2ZTN AN

TELEPHONE (617) 642-3803 NCUA



