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lowa State Historical Department District Name

26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240 Map Reference #/9-018-001

Topo Map Des Moines NK 1:250,00

IDENTIFICATION

|. Site Name Poweshiek County Courthouse _
2. Village/ Town/City Montezuma ____Township County_Poweshiek
3. Street Address Town Square Main between 3rd and 4th Streets
; or Courthouse Sauare

4. Lega' Location Urban: subdivision block parcel subpercel

Ryral: township range section 1/4 section-1/4 gection
5. UTM Location: zonel5 _easting_ 339700 northing_460330 . AcreageleSS than™1 ac
6. Owner(s) Name Poweshiek County Board of Supervisors
7. Owner(s) Address__Courthouse Montezuma Towa 50171

(Street address) (City) (State) (Zip)
8. Use: present Courthouse __ original Courthouse
DESCRIPTION

Drake & Dryden,Architects

9. Date of Constructionl859 Architect/Builder __Drake & Dryden,Builders
10. Building Type: [Osingle family dwelling [Jmultiple family dwelling [J commercial

Oindustrial [Jeducational [Jother institutional BJpublic [Oreligious [Jagricultural
Il. Exterior Walls: [Oclapboard [Ostone [Jbrick [Jboard & batten [Jshingles Ostucco

Oother
12. Structural System: [dwood frame with interiocking joints

Owood frame with light members (bolloon frame) BImasonry load-bearing walls

Oiron frame [Osteel frame with curtain walls [Oreinforced concrete

O other ‘
I3. Condition: [Jexcellent K good [fair [Jdeteriorated
14. Integrity: Koriginal site [Jmoved-if so, when? ,

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable

features of building and site:

1930's building raised and basement added - south addition in 1890's -
new sash and aluminum doors, interior remodelled.

I5. Related Outbuildings and Property: Obarn [Jother farm structures
Ocarriage house [Jgarage Oprivy DOother
I6. Is the building endangereds Kino DOyes-ifso, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: [Jopen land [Jwoodland [Jscattered outbuildings
Odensely built-up R commercial Oindustrial [residential Oother

19. Photo
Roll

18. Map
Frame View
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SIGNIFICANCE (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Architectural Significance
Ka. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

Ob. Contributing structure Oc. Not eligible/intrusion .
Among Iowa's oldest courthouses, and one of the few in the Greek

Revival style. Note pedimented gable end, very wide triglyph frieze,
wide pilasters, the caps of which crowd the tops of the second-story

windows. Tower with entrance at base and open bell platform possibly
later.

2l Historical Significance Theme(s)
a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure [Jc. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county

government, and of the political power and prestige derived fram the

commnity's status as the county seat. As center of county government,

an Iowa town was reasonably assured of econamic and population growth,

and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county

ocourthouse represents a significant public investment in a structure

built not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument as-

sociated with the historical importance of county organization and de-

velcpment. : N
See Continuation Sheet

22. sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication:

author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): )
Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa. Chicago: Andreas

Atlas Co., 1875. .
Pratt, LeRoy G. The Counties and Courthouses of Iowa. Mason City, Iowa:

: Klipto Printing and Office Supply Co., 1977.
Stanek, Edward and Jacqueline. Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses.
Des Moines: Wallace-Hamestead Book Co., 1976.
Prepared by Date January, 1980
Address Telephone
Organization DHP
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POWESHIEK COUNTY

The first courthouse of Poweshiek County was completed in 1850.
Built on the northeast corner of the square, it was a two-story frame
building with the courtroom on the first floor and three offices on the
second floor. The offices were for the clerk, the treasurer-recorder,
and the county judge. It was a very-elaborate structure for its time.
-The building was not only a courthouse, but it also served as.a school,
a church, and a gathering place for the entire community. Finally, in
1859, it was moved and made into a house.

In 1856, plans for the present courthouse were begun. A property
tax of one mill on the dollar was levied on the county for that year, to
pay for the proposed building. It was completed in 1859 at a total cost
of $1928.15. Although well over 100 years old, this Poweshiek County
landmark continues to serve as the county courthouse. The cupola
atop a tower at the front of the building bestows upon it the character

of a large Victorian place of learning. It remains in nearly the same
order that it had over a century ago; however, during the W.P.A. days
of the 1930s, the structure was raised and a basement added. At that
time a new section was also constructed to provide additional space..
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—from Stanek, Edward, and Jacqueline Stanek,
Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses. Des :
Moines: Wallace-Homestead Book Co., 1976. ‘
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