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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated in close proximity to Kentucky Highway 1247 (former U.S. 27), the Adam
Pence House is a Greek Revival I-house of brick construction with a two-story

ell at the rear. The main facade (see photo 1) is five bays wide, and the
fenestral arrangement consists of a centered entrance with a typical Greek Revival
frontispiece (see photo 2) flanked by coupled windows that have wooden lintels
above.

The entrance has a four-pane transom overhead, and there are three-pane sidelights
to the sides. A pedimented tetrastyle portico serves the central bay, and there
is a brick pilaster on either side of the entrance.

The main block has a chimney built flush with the wall on either gabled end, and
two additional chimneys serve the ell (see photo 3). An early, though not
original, two-story gallery on the ell's south was enclosed by the present owners
in the 1940s. 1In addition, a shed-roofed porch sheltering a water pump was
appended to the end of the ell in the early part of the century (see photo 4).

The central hall of the main block contains a return staircase, and the hall is
flanked by a parlor on either side. The south parlor is more formal, and its
mantel has double pilasters on each side of the opening (see photo 5). Woodwork
throughout is characterized by heaviness. There are shouldered architraves
around doorways and interior bays (see photo 6), and the major bays have aprons
below. The first floor of the ell contains the dining room. There is a fire-
place serving this room, and another fireplace was provided for the kitchen
beyond, butithe latter is currently covered.

The Adam Pence House is presently in good condition. The approximate one-half
acre included in the nomination is the lawn which surrounds the residence.
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~ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Adam Pence House, situated on Kentucky Highway 1247 approximately five miles
south of Stanford, is architecturally significant as being one of the grand
Greek Revival rural residences of Lincoln County to survive in a relatively
unaltered state.

Adam Pence, the original owner, had the house constructed in 1851--the bricks
used in its construction being burned on the property, and the lumber being
transported from Somerset in neighboring Pulaski County to the immediate south.

Local historical significance is contained within a series of articles which
appeared in the Louisville Times in the late 1930s. One of these concerned

the Pence House and stated: '"About this commodious house, built in 1851 by

Adam Pence, cluster many legends of soldiers and guerillas during and after

the War Between the States" (information courtesy of Mrs. Shirley Dunn, Stanford,
Kentucky, date and page unknown).

Lincoln County, formed as early as 1780, was one of the three counties organized
by the Virginia legislature before Kentucky attained statehood. Lincoln is
agrarian in nature and has exported various crops and animals since it was
established.

The Adam Pence House exemplifies the type of residence most desired by successful
farmers of the outer Bluegrass before the Civil War. As William Montell and
Michael Morse have written:

The two-story portico I house . . . is typical of antebellum homes in the
rural South . . ..They stem from slavery times in Kentucky and were much in
vogue as houses for slaveholders who lived in the shadow of the Bluegrass
and tried to emulate the aristocratic life-styles of the big planters in
their Georgian and Greek Revival style houses.(Kentucky Folk Architecture,
p. 38)

Few changes have occured to the Pence House. Excepting the extention of the
portico's floor, the main facade is in its original state. In addition, much
of the interior woodwork is extant, and the arrangment of rooms is much the
same as when the residence was built in 1851.
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The ‘nominated property is a rectangular Y-acre lot that includes the house and its
immediate surroundings. Ky. Hwy. 1247 serves as the eastern boundary.
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