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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 431 E. Pitkin Avenue in Pueblo, the Central High School is a single de-
tached structure rectangular in shape, two stories in height, and built of light-
hued, pink rhyoldite, The main or northeast facade has five bays, the northwest

and southeast facades four bays, and the rear or southwest facade five bays. 1In
each case these bays are divided into two windows that are paired together. The
roof is hipped.

The secondary features give the structure the characteristic features of a late
Victorian building. The main facade has a projection located in the center; entry
occurs here, a wide stone staircase rising up to the first level where the actual
entrance occurs through an arch flanked by sandstone pillars. This projection rises
nearly a full story above the roofline where it forms a bell tower capped by a
mansard roof. This projection on the main facade is also reflected on the rear side
by a projection which rises into a small gable. Throughout the structure nearly all
the windows are two-sashed and double hung with transom above. This fenestration is
elaborately decorated with white sandstone which formsthe lintels and sills, and on
both stories the lintels are carried around the building to form entablatures.
Quoins, columns, and other decorative features are also done in white sandstone.
Finally, at the roof line there is an attractive boxed cornice resting on consoles.

The interior retains much of its integrity. A central staircase serves the upper

floor from the center projection. And the school has four twenty-eight by thirty-
two foot classrooms on each floor.
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The Central High School in Pueblo is significant for its role in education in Pueblo,
as the site of the so-called Pueblo or Search Plan in teaching, and for its archi-
tectural features.

The origins of the Central School  run back to 1873 when local citizens organized
School District 20. The board erected a one~room schoolhouse on South Union Avenue,
but after a few years this structure proved inadequate for the needs of the growing
city. About 1882 the District decided to erect what became the Central School.
Plans went forward, and the Central School opened the next year accompanied by the
enthusiastic accolades of the local press. Originally, the structure served the
community as a high school, but a few years later the board built another structure
for this purpose and converted the '"stone schoolhouse" into a grade school. This
change had important ramifications for at the time the Superintendent of Schools
was Preston W, Search, and here he developed what became the Pueblo Plan or Search
Plan, which later evolved into the so-called Winnetka Plan.

As part of the Pueblo Plan developed by Search, the eight rooms in the Central
School were set up as laboratories in which each pupil advanced at his or her own
rate. This ungraded program was designed to benefit both gifted students and slow
learners. Although Superintendent Search came under sharp criticism from more
traditional educators, many others were to adopt dome of his ideas, albeit many
years in the future.

From an architectural perspective the Central School is one of the finest such
structures remaining from that early period in Pueblo's history. The building shows
many elements of Victorian design and is a landmark in the city.
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