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. , . ^}e Hodgdgfl House in Ellsworth is a 12-room two-story native 
stone building. The original rectangular structure measures 
approximately 30 feet long and 20 feet deep. A later addition 
to the building, which more than doubled its size, measures 
approximately 30 by 35 feet. There is no basement under either 
the original house or the addition. The walls are constructed 
of native stone which is hand hewn and laid in irregular hori­ 
zontal courses.V These massive stone blocks give a heavy, rustic 
character to the iiouse. Mortar joints are not tooled, giving 
further emphasis to the massiveness. The roof over the original 
building is gabled and overhangs the wall below. The overhang 
is supported by widely spaced coupled brackets. The roof over 
the addition is hipped and overhangs the wall below. Both roofs 
are covered with wood shingles.

The main entrance on the north side of the house is accented 
by a large porch, which is gabled and has wood shingles. Window 
openings are simple rectangles with wooden double hung sash windows 
The sills are single slabs of stone and the lintels are monolithic 
stones. An exception are the lintels over the second floor windows 
on the addition. These are made of angular pieces of stone laid 
in a flat arch. The second floor windows are also grouped in pairs

The exterior appearance of the house is believed to be little 
changed from the original. The house is now used as a museum by 
the Ellsworth County Historical Society. Additional displays are 
housed in the -large stone- stable situated just east of the house.
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\ The Perry Hodgden House, now the Ellsworth County Histor­ 
ical Museum, was one of the first stone houses built in Ells- 
worth. » Hodgden, who came to Ellsworth from Ohio in 1867, was 
involved in the development of the new town in various ways. 

\ He was treasurer of the Ellsworth Town Company, he owned a
dry-goods store, he was post master for a time, he was involved 
in real estate transactions (he purchased an addition to the 
original townsite), he either operated or had financial interest 
in a livery stable, he helped organize the County Agricultural 
Society ,^ie served as the county's Register of Deeds for one 
term and he was active in the city council.

In February, 1871, Hodgden purchased the lot on which 
the museum now stands. Later, adjoining lots were acquired 
until he owned a good-*portion of the block. His house was 
built in the late 1870's after a fire had-destroyed'the frame 
buildings on that block in 1875. Native stone quarried three 
miles from Ellsworth was used to construct the two-story house. 
A large addition was built onto the original structure in the 
early 1880's which increased its size considerably.

In 1961 the Ellsworth County Historical Society was organ­ 
ized and plans were made to acquire the Hodgden house for use 
as a county museum. A fund-raising drive began in October 
and by March, 1962, the society was able to purchase the house 
for $9,000. The museum was renovated and opened to the public 
May 30, 1963. In August the Ellsworth County Historical Society 
bought the old livery stable next to the Hodgden house to 
display old farm equipment and other large items.

The Hodgden House is of local historic importance to 
the Ellsworth community because of the contributions of Perry
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"Bradley Named Museum Board Director at Meeting/" Ellsworth Reporter / 
February 17, 1964. 

Choitz, John F., A History of Ellsworth County, 1854-1885 (unpublished
M. S. thesis, Fort Hays State College, 1946), p. 26. 

"Ellsworth County Opens Museum," Hutchinson Weekly^ Record, June 7, 1963.
Ellsworth Reporter , July 10, 1947. 
"Historical Society Will Restore Garag 
Kansas Historical Quarterly, \r. 29, no
"Museum A Dream Soon to Be Reality," E 
"Old Hodgden House for County Museum,"

3," Ellsworth Reporter , August 8, 1963. 
. 3 (autumn, 1963), p. 367. 
llsworth Messenger, March 14, 1962. 
Ellsworth Messenger, November 1, 1961,
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Richard Pankratz, Planner
ORGANIZATION DATE

Kansas State His.torica.1 Society ....... .June 20 , 1Q72
STREET AND NUMBER:

120 West Tenth Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Topeka .

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion ; 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and- procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

.National D State Q Local (x)

A

Name /Vu/U f$ - VVVr/L^,
Nyl^/H. Miller

v/

Title Executive Director, Kansas
State Historical Society

Bate July 5, 1972

STATE CODE

Kansas 6§612 20

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and firffwrTc Preservation
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