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At present, the former Japanese Hydro-~Electric Power Plant Building

is a solid grey and un-painted concrete structure, with an adjoining
concrete water catchment tank and tHrough:like affair (also concrete)
715 which feeds into the building from a crudely constructed dam system.

The Building has one tiny door entrance and a number of windows.
A second door was blocked off in recent years and a roof installed
to store books for the Ponape Department of Education.

Some work has been done to restore the building and deterioratdon
has been stabilized.

The Power Plant was constructed in the Mid~120's’and was built
down and in among the lush products of earlier times, when the
site had been utilized by the Germans as an experimental Forestry
Station.

The Japanese only cut away as many trees as were necessary for
construction efforts.

At the site today, such trees as the African Palm, Dutch Mangos
and Phillipine Mahogany, still exist from the German Plantings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Building and Land Site are of major significance to Ponape as:

The Building and Land Site where the Japanese Hydro-Electric

Power Plant and German Experimental Forestry Station were situated
is of major significance as it represents 3 eras in Ponapean
development.

Local historians and cultural experts say that initially, the

site represents one of the richest banks of flat stones used

in the traditional sakau or kava pounding/drinking ceremonies

in Ponape. From this site, people have been extracting the

flat stones for 100's of years for this cultural and traditional

ritual.

Secondly, the German occupancy of Ponape beginning in the early o
1900's, saw this area become a vast and prosperous experigmental /m/ec’7» 277"~
trees and plants from throughout the world were planted. "Many :

of the trees are still healthy and fruitful today.

Lastly, the Development by the Japanese with Ponapean and
Japanese labor of a Hydro-Electric Power Plant, which provided
electricity for Kolonia, served as a model for the future---
which has still not been matched in Ponape.

People who remember Kolonia during the Japanese times, claim
that night was like day because of the power generated by
this Hydro-Electric unit.
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