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Town  Southbridge
Address Hamilton Street

Historic Nare Evangelical Free Church

Uses Present church - Episcopal

Original church - non denominational/
Congregational
DESCRIPTION

Date 1869
Source Qui nebaug Historical Soc. Leaflets

Style transitional Romanesque Revival/

Victorian Gothic
Architect unknown
Exterior Véll Fabric brick

Qutbui I dings none

Myor Alterations (with dates) doorsj |ate-

20th c ; parish house addition - 1958
Condi ti on Gvod

Nved Cate

Acreage Kk"j C\IL dOt.

Setting fronts onto residential street

Recorded by E Wodford, ed. S Ceccacci
Organi zation Southbridge Historical Com

m ssion
Dat e Mav 1986



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

Th© Evangelical Free Church is signifiOtant for its association with
th© town's industrial expanssion and the elaboration and
diversification of public building at irdd-century. It meet

National Register criteria A and C at the local level and retains
integrity of location, materials, wuork.inanship. design, feeling, and
association. The boundaries indicated on the attached assessors niap
are those of current ownership.

ACHTEOUAN. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate In terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Built of brick, the Evangelical Free Church was one of three church buildings builti n
Sout hbridge i n1869. The other two, St. Mary's Catholic Church andthe first Notre Dane
Catholic Church (no longer standing) were built of wood. Chiefly Romanesque i n style,
the church also has sone Victorian Gothic elements. Ronanesque characteristics seen here
are the paneled nave walls, brick corbelling, round arches andthe stocky well articulated
hell tower. The high-pitchedspire with polychromatic roofslates and the large projecting
entrance overdoor are distinctive Victorian Gothic features. The choice of style and design
are not unusual for Central Massachusetts churches built after 1860. | n fact, a somewhat
Romanesque style church was built i n1864 on Main Street inthe Centre Village Historic
District, for the town's Baptist congregation.

HSIORCL SGNHCINE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history axd howthe
bui lding relates to the devel opnent of the conmonity:

Churches were anong the earliest structures tobe built on the west end of
Ham | ton Street/ St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church was the first inl1853

(form #A-113), in 1869the Free Church, andin 1873 St. Mary's Ronan Cat holic
Church (the successor toSt. Peter's) were all built inthis still undeveloped
area.

Organized in 1854, by the agent and managers of the Ham |Iton Wol en Conpany,
the Evangelical Free Church nmet inUnity Hall at Main andMill Streets until
the construction of the present building was conplete. Although i t claimed
to be non-denom national, the church was classed as Congregational. Anong
its original 29 nenbers, there were owners, enployees of the mill,and several
promnent citizens of Aobe Village. Nonetheless, the Free Church was often
referred toas the "Mill Church" or sarcastically as the "Church of the Holy
Supervisors."

B Bl 3 and or  FEFFERENES

nmaps, atlases
Qui nebaug Historical Society Leaflets, Vol. ||, #13.
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NPS Fom\ KXOIX T

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

om Appmnl No. 102*001$

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Nane
State

Sout hbridge MRA
Worcester County, MASSAMHEETTS

Noni nati on/ Type of Review :

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic QG oup

Dat e/ Si gnature

21. Com ns-Wall House  Subata4tlba fie*/iew ~Keeper [IANAApAPAAN [2: MR C~70'~7
, Attest
22. Congregational Church Ig"bloca Begister
Attest
23. Cummi ngs, E.B., House ANNNE NNAN' T ar AVeExN,,; N AN, NI My
Attest
24. Dani and Soldani Cabinet Makers and feeper NN ZA NN (0AMAN
Wood Workers Factory i"i.i-r-J Lu tho
UfctlcnU Rejlstur Attest
25. Dennison School House isintered ia the felper
Jatlonai Beglater
Attest
26. Dresser, Sylvester, Hous, [feper ANA=ACSAKNANTANKAN YA
ilatloflAi Begi8t« Attest
27. Dunbar—Vinton House lIr.tered la tha fesper N?2<AeMUt-< A<M FA N
llatlonai  Beglster A 7
Attest
28. Durfee, Henry E, Farmhous”tered | nthe »Keeper At
29. EI . street Fire Hous. JiMtrp LAt NANNNNNWAN NS4
Attest
30. Evangelical Free Church Entered in Nt A X A I A AT T N

national Begl eter

Attest
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MULTI PLE  Sout hbridge MRA
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STATE & GANTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Wor cester
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