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1. Name of Property__________________

historic name Antelope Creek Covered Bridge

other names/site number Little Butte Creek Pedestrian Bridge, Jackson County Bridge No. 202

2. Location

street & number Little Butte Creek, 35 feet east of Main Street

city or town Eagle Point_______________________________

state OR code OR county Jackson

not for publication 

vicinity

code 029 zip code 97524

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this V nomination__reguest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional reguirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property X meets___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant atlhe following level(s) of significance:

national __ X statewide local

Signature of certifying ol0cial/Title: DeputyTstate Historic Preservation Officer 

Oregon State Historic Preservation Office

Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property__ meets___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby Mrtify that this property is:

V entered in the National Register

__ determined not eligible for the National Register

__ other (explain|)

. determined eligible for the National Register 

. removed from the National Register

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
private

X public - Local
public - State
public - Federal X

building(s)
District
Site
Structure
Object

■>v

Name of reiated multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Oregon Covered Bridges (thematic)

buildings
district
site
structure
object
Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

1 (see Narrative) ■I
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

TRANSPORTATION: Road-related, Bridge 

(vehicular) ______________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

TRANSPORTATION: Road Related-Bridge 

(bike/pedestrian)_____________________

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

OTHER: Bridge, Covered Bridge

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE: Piers

walls: WOOD

roof: WOOD: Shingle

other: N/A
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources 
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as 
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge was constructed in 1922 by Jackson County bridge-building brothers 
Wesley and Lyal Hartman. The bridge is an approximateiy 59-foot-long queenpost through truss reinforced by 
kingpost trusses, it has timber framing, a piank deck, verticai board siding, and a cedar shingle roof. 
Approaches to the bridge are enclosed with horizontal board rails. The west (northwest) approach is preceded 
by Eagle Point’s Veterans Memorial Park. As first buiit, the bridge was located over Antelope Creek about 
eight miles southeast of its present iocation, in Jackson County. The bridge was bypassed in 1975 following 
the construction of a newer span and ieft to deteriorate. It was moved on August 30, 1987 to its current 
location over Little Butte Creek, replacing an eariier covered bridge that had washed away. It currently serves 
as a pedestrian bridge, primariiy for school children, approached through Eagle Point’s Veteran’s Memoriai 
Park. The bridge was re-sided in 2000 with custom milled siding that replicates its earlier siding in order to be 
re-nominated for iisting in the Nationai Register.

Narrative Description

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge is a housed, queenpost through truss reinforced by kingpost trusses.
The covered span is 58’-9 !4’ in iength and its bed is approximately 15 feet wide. Top, bottom and inciined 
chords are 10 X 12-inch timbers reinforced by metal rods or uprights (queen rods, king rods). The triangular 
frames of the kingpost trusses support the lengthier queenpost trusses at the center of the span. The framing 
system of the housing is exposed on the interior. Verticai board siding attached to studs and girts extends to 
within three feet of the top plate, thus admitting a continuous ribbon of light to the interior and providing for 
ventilation of the chords and their critical connections the fuli length of the span. Sway bracing joins studs to 
struts, or overhead cross members.

The gable roof is covered with cedar shingies and the rafter ends and puriins are exposed at the eaves and 
gable overhangs. The housing is enclosed at either end with vertical boards cut slightly eccentrically for semi­
circular-arched portals. There is no trim. There are interior wainscot returns at each corner that have been 
extended aiong the iength of the interior for a rail. The deck is 3 x 12-inch pianks over a 4 x 12-inch sub floor. 
On each side facade are three regularly-spaced, wood, exterior knee braces, unenclosed, joined to crossbeam 
outriggers. Historically, the portal ends were painted white. Siding on the side facades was weathered at the 
time of the bridge’s relocation in 1987. Aii siding on the bridge is now painted white.

At its original location the bridge rested on concrete abutments. In the present location the bridge is supported 
by concrete piers, and approach spans with railings extend to pocket abutments on either bank of the creek. 
The north approach span is 58’-10" in length. The south approach measures 28’-10". Hand railings that were 
added the length of the interior are 3’-6" in height, which matches the height of raiiings on the approach spans. 
The wainscoting of weathered vertical board at each entry has been extended the length of the bridge on the 
interior, instalied on a plywood underlayment. Original fastenings (steel through-bolts) were reused wherever 
possible. The roof, exterior knee braces, and portions of the iongitudinal siding and decking, are in-kind 
replacements required by deterioration of originai members.^ Eiectricai interior iighting was introduced for 
safety and security purposes.

For further discussion see “Alterations.”
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The west side of the bridge, which is the approach from the center of Eagle Point, is entered via the Eagle 
Point’s Veterans Memorial Park. This park is characterized by a split rail fence that encloses the pathway and 
mature trees in the creek side of the path. On the side facing the main part of the town is a flag pole and large 
boulders with bronze plaques honoring the veterans of World War I (2006), World War II (2005), the Korean 
War (2000), the Vietnam War (2007), the Gulf War (2009), Grenada and Somalia (2008), Afhanistan/lrag 
(2010), and veterans of all wars (n.d.). Most of the plaques have been donated by service and civic 
organizations in Eagle Point.

Alterations

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge undenwent some alteration after it was moved to its new site on Little 
Butte Creek. Most of these changes occurred in 1987 as the bridge was rehabilitated. It was placed on new 
concrete piers, and new approaches with railings were constructed that emulated the old approaches and 
railings. The ‘return’ of vertical plank within each interior end of the bridge was extended along the length of 
the interior for safety purposes. Today a plywood backing has been added behind the vertical plank rail to 
reduce its susceptibility to vandalism. Decking was replaced in kind where necessary, and today a central 
walkway of plywood covers the wood decking so that the bridge is wheel chair-accessible. New siding custom 
milled to match the historic siding, was added in 2000. In 2007 a new cedar shingle roof was installed. Today 
electrical lighting discretely placed under the ridge increases the safety of the bridge. Another light was placed 
under the gable end on the exterior, lighting the sign for the bridge.

Original (1987) replacement materials may be seen in the following table.
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1 im F RIITTF CREEK FOOT BRIDGE

LIST OF REPLACEMENT MATERIALS
FQR

HT.STORTCAL MIDSPAN STRUCTURE

NO. ITEMS ITEM DESCRIPTION REMARKS

6 6" X 6" wood exterior knee braces. Deterioration of original 
members.

32 LF Interior 6" x 6" wood curbing. Deterioration of original 
members at end.

Ml sc. 3" X 12". wood decking; approximately 
100 sq. ft. involved.

Deterioration of original 
members.

Mf sc. 1 X 12 exterior boards, to be placed 
below side openings.

Some original siding missing. 
Replacements from local 1912 
barn.

Ml sc. • Interior railing with barn boards. An extension of the existing 
interior wainscoat returns at 
each corner; for safety 
purposes.

Mi sc. ■ Rough-sawn side opening perimeter 
trim.

New.

6 sets Sheet metal covers for cross beam 
ends, exterior.

Slightly enlarged over 
originals for better 
protection from rain.

Roof
Structures

Replacement wood rafters stripping 
and shingles, all sized per original, 
except stringers will be 1" x 6" 
instead of 1" x 4" members (for 
increased load capability).

Deterioration of original 
members and roofing.

Interior
Lights

Lights Inside controlled by photocell . Required for safety/security.

RLG
Marquess & Associates, Inc.

, MAI Job No. 1-2838.2
I September 11, 1987
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8. Statement of Significance
Appiicabie Nationai Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

ENGINEERING

Period of Significance

1922, Date of construction

Significant Dates

1922, Date of construction

1965, Date of rehabilitation

1987, Date of move

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Wesley and Lyal Hartman

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge was constructed in 1922 by county bridge builders Wesley and Lyal 
Hartman, a date within the 1914-1966 period of significance established by the Oregon Covered Bridges 
Thematic Nomination.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge was relocated within Jackson County, Oregon from its original location to 
span Little Butte Creek, within the town of Eagle Point. The bridge retains substantial integrity with respect to

■'4
'■'i
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its original design and materials and the new site supports the bridge’s historic significance, meeting the 
requirements of Criterion Consideration B for moved properties.

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.)

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge is significant under Criterion C for its engineering design, at the state 
level, as documented in the 1979 Oregon Covered Bridges Thematic Nomination.^ Its Area of Significance is 
Engineering and its Period of Significance is 1922, the date of construction. The bridge is an excellent and 
relatively rare example of a housed, queenpost through truss bridge reinforced by kingpost trusses.® Although 
there were three queenpost truss bridges in Jackson County in the early twentieth century, it is a rare type in 
the state of Oregon, where the covered Howe truss timber bridge is much more common. The two covered 
bridges over Antelope Creek in existence in 1959 were built by Jackson County bridge-building brothers 
Wesley and Lyal Hartman. The Hartmans, along with their father Jason, were responsible for building 
hundreds of bridges in Jackson County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, including the 
covered bridges. Use of the queenpost truss appears to be a hallmark of the elder Hartman’s work, who 
supervised his sons. Today it is one of forty-four surviving examples of the estimated 450 covered timber 
truss bridges that once existed in Oregon.'*

The bridge displays excellent integrity, retaining its timber structure and metal rod connections, representing 
its structural design, materials, and workmanship; and its overall form, arched portal openings, clerestory 
openings, knee braces and outriggers, and exposed purlins and rafters, representing its major design 
features.® Although the structure has been moved, its current location within the same drainage system and in 
a park-like setting, which emulates its original semi-rural setting, allows the bridge to meet Criterion Exception 
B. Thus, the bridge retains integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

The bridge was listed in 1979 as part of the 1979 Oregon Covered Bridges Thematic Nomination. It was de­
listed in 1988. The purpose of this nomination is to again list the bridge on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

From the time of its construction by Jackson County in 1922 until 1987, the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge 
spanned Antelope Creek at its historic location roughly eight miles southeast of Eagle Point in Jackson 
County, Oregon. The bridge was built by the Hartman brothers, Wesley and Lyal, who along with their father 
are legends in Jackson County bridge-building history. Their father Jason came to Jackson County and began 
working for the County bridge department in the 1890s, building hand-hewn timber bridges. His sons began 
working for the County in February 1919, building every kind of bridge required by the County, including its 
covered bridges. A 1959 newspaper story on the brothers stated that they had worked for the County for 40 
years and had built well over 500 bridges by that time. They built both covered bridges over Antelope Creek, 
which are pictured under construction in the newspaper article (see Figure 4).®

^ The forty-six covered bridges included in the 1979 thematic group nomination are significant to Oregon and to the nation as a whole 
as representative examples of a long-lived bridge-building tradition which, in Oregon at least, has continued to the present day" 
(Potter, 1979).
^ “Although there are a few examples of queen and king post trusses, the predominant truss type, by far, is the Howe truss” (Potter, 
1979, Section 7, Page 2).
^ Of the fifty-six covered bridges surveyed in 1979, forty-six remain extant.
® Note that some materials, including portions of the wood deck, the siding, and the braces and outriggers, have been replaced in 
kind.
® Bob Vroman, “Hartmans Built County’s Early-Day Bridges," Mail Tribune, Medford, OR, July 19.1959, p. 12. Judging from the fact 
that three of Oregon’s four queenpost bridges identified in the 1979 survey were in Jackson County, it would appear that this type of 
bridge was a hallmark of the work of Jason Hartman.

7
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The bridge was originally constructed over Antelope Creek, eight miles southeast of its present location on 
Little Butte Creek, although within the same Rogue River drainage. ^ The bridge was bypassed by a modern 
road in 1965. As its condition deteriorated, plans were made to move the bridge to Little Butte Creek in Eagle 
Point, which had lost its covered bridge earlier when it washed away. The bridge was moved on August 30, 
1987 and placed in its current location, where it serves as a pedestrian bridge for children walking from the 
town to the schools on the opposite side of the creek. Like its location on Antelope Creek, its present location 
is parallel to a modern vehicular bridge. Located in a park-like setting, which effectively emulates its earlier 
semi-rural setting, the moved bridge meets Criterion Exception B.

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge meets National Register Criterion C, notwithstanding its relocation within 
the drainage system it historically occupied, because it continues to possess the distinctive characteristics of 
design and construction that caused it to be listed as part of the State’s covered bridge themed nomination in 
1979. No substitutions of fabric were made in the main structural framework. The housing precisely conforms 
to its historic configuration, having been reconstructed of original fabric and like-kind replacement material 
where original fabric was unsalvageable due to dry rot, with the exception of the siding along the length of the 
bridge, which was replaced in kind. A schedule of material replacements that occurred in 1987 and their 
justification, with the exception of the siding, appears at the end of Section 7.

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge is one of three historic housed timber truss spans remaining in Jackson 
County, and one of forty-four such bridges now standing in the state.® Within this resource group it is 
distinctive as one of only three extant queenpost through trusses, two of which are to be found in Jackson 
County.® The Howe truss is by far the predominant truss type represented in standing examples statewide, 
making this resource relatively unique. The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge also is among the older standing 
examples, having been erected in the early automobile age when road widths were narrower, under 20 feet. 
The standing covered spans in Jackson County were constructed between 1917 and 1927 under supervision 
of the County bridge foreman, Jason Hartman.

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge is of statewide significance as a distinctive representative of a long-lived 
bridge-building tradition in Oregon. Because it is a timber-abundant state characterized by a myriad of 
drainage systems and a rainy climate in its mountainous western region, Oregon became the area of heaviest 
covered bridge construction activity west of the Mississippi River. At the height of this activity, Oregon is 
believed to have had 450 housed timber spans. The ‘youngest’ of the type were built in the 1960s. The oldest 
standing today was erected in 1914. The bridge’s historic period of significance is 1922, the date of its 
construction. This is consistent with as it is wtihin the Period of Significance established by the Oregon 
Covered Bridges Thematic Nomination, which is 1914 to 1966.^°

The practice of putting housings on spans evolved to protect wooden truss members and their critical 
fastenings from deterioration, which would occur more rapidly if these features were wholly exposed to the 
weather. After World War II, construction of the modern highway system, with its wider road-width and 
straighter alignment standards, caused the number of covered bridges to decline rapidly. Housed timber 
trusses were also rendered obsolete at this time by development of the means to extend the usable life of pre­
cut timbers by pressure-treating them with creosote or chemical treatment with Wolmanized salts.
Additionally, steel and concrete became increasingly economical for long spans in the post-war years, as well 
as affording both longer life and greater adaptability in design to the requirements of the modern highway 
system.

^ Antelope Creek and Little Butte Creek join the Rogue River a very short distance from each other.
® Note that the Wimer Covered Bridge in Jackson County was demolished in 2006. Of the 56 covered bridges listed in the 1979 
Thematic Nomination, 44 are still extant.
® Three of the four historic covered bridges in Jackson County were queenpost bridges; one, the Wimer Bridge, was demolished in 
2006.

Elizabeth Walton Potter, et. al.. National Register Inventory-Nomination Form, June 1979. Oregon Covered Bridges TR.
8
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The nonninated bridge was erected at a time when the Oregon State Highway Department had begun to 
encourage standardization of covered spans. State Bridge Engineer C. B. McCullough had issued a drawing 
for a standard 150-foot Howe Truss in 1920, no doubt in conformance with guidelines promulgated by the 
Bureau of Public Roads. The drawing was made available to county engineers and local contractors, who 
either adapted the design or used it in its entirety. The nominated bridge was not patterned after the standard, 
however. Jackson County bridge foreman Jason Hartman appears to have adhered to an older, more 
traditional queenpost truss type for the comparatively short spans required to bridge Lost Creek (1919) and 
Antelope Creek (1922). Hartman also erected a queenpost through truss span of 85 feet over Evans Creek at 
Wimer as late as 1927 (no longer extant).

Covered bridges are no longer utilized on the state road system because they are incompatible with modern 
transportation standards for loading and capacity. Therefore, many covered bridges have historically been 
bypassed, demolished, or moved to allow for the construction of modern road systems. The bridges that 
remain in the state are mostly distinguished by low-volume use on local transportation routes. Because of 
this, the remaining bridges are often in locations away from highly urbanized areas, the result being that the 
remaining bridges are characterized as resources that are found in countryside locations away from the hustle 
and bustle of modern life. While the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge is in an urban setting, it is sited within a 
park along Little Butte Creek, which contributes to the sense that the bridge is separate from its small-town 
setting.

Another salient feature that is shared by the bridges of the Oregon Covered Bridges Thematic Nomination, 
and continues to be a feature of the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge, is the reliance on timber truss 
construction. This bridge not only retains its important timber truss, it is a relatively rare truss type in Oregon 
timber bridge history, raising its level of significance.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Following a comprehensive refurbishment in 1965, the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge was by-passed and 
closed to traffic. Twenty years after its last major maintenance episode, evidence of dry rot and general 
deterioration was extensive. The citizens of Eagle Point raised funds and, with the concurrence and support 
of Jackson County and the City, relocated the by-passed bridge to downtown Eagle Point on August 30, 1987 
for use as a pedestrian crossing over Little Butte Creek. Consulting engineers for the relocation were 
Marquess & Associates, Inc. of Medford (R.L. Gantenbein, Jr., P.E.). The project foreman was local builder 
Bud Bowling. In its new setting, the bridge serves chiefly foot traffic to and from public schools on the south 
side of Little Butte Creek. Because Antelope Creek is a tributary to Little Butte Creek, the bridge remains in 
the drainage system in which it was historically located, which is the Rogue River drainage.

In 1987 the bridge truss and framing system was moved as a whole, and salvageable exterior siding was 
keyed for reuse. The housing was reconstructed using only original fabric and such like-kind material 
replacements as were strictly necessary. When re-assembled at the Little Butte Creek site in Eagle Point, 
arched openings were added on the side facades for surveillance and safety purposes, based on the model 
provided by Douglas County’s Rochester Covered Bridge. Following completion of the approach spans and 
walkway, the relocated bridge was dedicated and officially opened to pedestrian traffic on December 5, 1987.
It was awarded a Historic Preservation Award by the Southern Oregon Historical Society in June of 1988.

A nomination was prepared in September 1987 for re-listing the bridge after its move and fonwarded to the 
Keeper on February 1, 1988. The nomination was not approved, primarily because of the window openings 
cut into the side walls of the bridge. In 2000 the City of Eagle Point replaced the siding on the side facades. 
The new siding, which is 1” x 8” Douglas Fir shiplap siding, was rough cut by a local mill, Oregon West

The Wimer Covered Bridge was patterned after the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge.
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Lumber, based on the historic siding with identical dimensions and profiles. The bridge was then re-sided to 
restore its historic appearance.

The Antelope Creek Covered Bridge represents a class of resources developed by county governments at a 
time when the local economy depended upon an adequate trade and market network. County roads 
supplemented main highways by providing a system for transporting market goods and delivering natural 
resources to manufacturing sites. Jackson County has long counted agriculture and lumbering among its 
base industries. The bridge, in both its historic and present location, represents a time past when these 
bridges were essential to the local economy and whose engineering design, particularly the housing, evolved 
to protect the life of the resource and therefore the health of the economy.

In order to document this increasingly rare resource the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office, with 
assistance from members of the Covered Bridge Society of Oregon and the Oregon Department of 
Transportation, surveyed and inventories the fifty-six covered bridges standing in 1979. They nominated forty- 
six of them, including this bridge, for inclusion in the National Register under a multiple property submittal, the 
Oregon Covered Bridges Thematic Nomination. That document recognized the importance of the covered 
bridge form in the development of Oregon’s transportation system during the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, and continues its mission to protect these significant historic resources, of which this bridge is an 
excellent example
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Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one acre 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
{Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 10 516510 4702010
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Beginning at a point marked by a brass disk at the northwest corner of Jackson County Bridge #7001, thence 
in a southeasterly direction approximately 50 feet to the point of intersection with the line of a right-of-way 
easement conveyed by Edgar A. Dahack to the City of Eagle Point on September 14, 1987, which intersection 
is the true point of beginning; thence northeasterly along said right-of-way easement line approximately 63 
feet, thence southeasterly in a line parallel with the long axis of Jackson County Bridge #700 approximately 
181 feet, thence southwesterly approximately 55 feet to the point of intersection with the easterly right-of-way 
line of Jackson County Bridge #7001, thence northwesterly along said bridge right-of-way line to the true point 
of beginning, containing in all .22 acres, more or less.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The nominated area contains the entire Antelope Creek Covered Bridge structure, as built in 1922 and re­
constructed using original structural elements on this site in 1987.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Diana Painter, Architectural Historian

organization Oregon State Historic Preservation Office date August 20, 2012

street & number 725 Summer Street NE, Suite C telephone (503) 986-0668

city or town Salem state OR zip code 97301-1266

e-mail Diana. Painter(gstate.or.us

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

• Maps; A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map.
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Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
(Follow similar guidelines for entering the lat/long coordinates as describe on page 55, How to Complete the National Register 
Registration Form for entering UTM references. For properties less than 10 acres, enter the laVlong coordinates for a point corresponding 
to the center of the property. For properties of 10 or more acres, enter three or more points that correspond to the vertices of a polygon 
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Daftim if other than WGS84:_______
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 42.47025

2. Latitude:

3. Latitude:
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Longitude:

Longitude:

Longitude:
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Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: 

Photographer:

Antelope Creek Covered Bridge

Eagle Point

Jackson

Diana Painter/Kenneth Gunn

State: Oregon

Date Photographed: August 2012

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 

1 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0001
Approach to Antelope Creek Covered Bridge from town, looking south (southeast)

2 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0002 
South (rear) face of bridge, looking north (northwest)

3 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0003 
West side fagade as seen from neighboring bridge

4 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBRidge_0004 
West side fapade, looking east

5 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBRidge_0005 
North (front) and east side fagade, looking south

6 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBRidge_0006 
Interior view showing truss, railing, and decking 'S

7 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0007
Interior view showing purlins, exposed rafter ends, and clerestory openings

8 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0008 
East fapade showing outriggers and braces

9 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0009 
Truss detail showing metal queenpost rod

10 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0010 
Bridge setting, looking south

11 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0011 
Bridge setting, looking northwest towards town

12 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0012 
Overview of bridge and Veterans Memorial Park, looking south
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13 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0013
Overview of Veterans Memorial Park, looking south

14 of 14 OR_JacksonCounty_AntelopeCreekCoveredBridge_0014
Detail of Veterans Memorial Park showing plaques, looking south

Property Owner: (Compiete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name City of Eagle Point Attn: Mike Upston, Principal Planner

street & number 17 Buchanan Ave South

city or town Eagle Point

telephone (541)826-4212, ext 111 

state ORzip code 97501

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement; This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U S. Dept, of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.



iy'„

NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev, 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Antelope Creek Covered Bridge 
Name of Property 
Jackson County, OR

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
County and State
Oregon Covered Bridges Thematic MPS 
Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number Additional Documentation Page

LIST OF FIGURES

Maps

1. Regional location map for Antelope Creek Covered Bridge
2. Vicinity map for Antelope Creek Covered Bridge

Figures
1. 1987 site plan for Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in Eagle Point
2. 1987 bridge plan for Antelope Creek Covered Bridge
3. Original covered bridge over Little Butte Creek (n.d.)
4. Historic photos of Antelope Creek Covered Bridges under construction
5. Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in its original location, 1976
6. Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in its original location, showing internal rail and truss, 1987
7. Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in original location, showing relationship to new bridge, 1988
8. Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in original location, showing truss, deck, and siding, 1987
9. Moving the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge, 1987
10. Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in new location, showing truss, deck and siding, 1987
11. Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in new location, looking northwest, 1987
12. Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in new location, looking south, 1987; note location of new 

bridge and openings in side facades
13. Diagram of king post and queen post trusses

1
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Map 1. Regional location map for Antelope Creek Covered Bridge
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Figure 1. 1987 site plan for Antelope Creek Covered Bridge in Eagle Point
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Figure 2. 1987 bridge plan for Antelope Creek Covered Bridge
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August 29,2012

State Historic Preservation Office

RE: Re-listing of Antelope Creek Covered Bridge on die National Historic Register.

Dear Committee Members,

Being a life long resident of Eagle Point, both my parents and children have lived in the area 
dating back to the early 1900’s. My family has been involved in the Grange and Schools for many years 
and I to have followed in there footsteps, I am currently the Master of the Grange and along with many 
fellow members are interested in instating the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge as a Historical Covered 
Bridge.

This Bridge along with 3 others, are the only remaining Covered Bridges in Jackson County. In 
1987 the community gathered the funds to move and restore this teidge to it natural state in order to 
preserve it for the future. It is now located within the historical district of Eagle Point and is serving the 
community as safe passage for crossing the Little Butte Credc by both children and residents.

As you access the Bridge you pass the Ea^e Point Markers honoring our Veterans both past and 
present, we also have the avenue of flags which are placed at the both ends of the bridge honoring past 
veterans on Federal Holidays. Each of these flags is a dedicated flags given by the military to living family 
members and then a family member donates the flag to the community to be placed on avenue of flags 
honoring them. I have personally overseen this project for several years now.

As a volunteer of the Ea^e Point Museum I experience people’s curiosity and interest in the 
Bridge and Veterans Memorial Plaques. If the Bridge were to be instated within the historical registry I 
believe the flow visitors would increase.

In closing I believe the community feels this bridge has been given a second chance and will be 
cared for Iqr all in many years to come.

Respectfully,

Halcn Hamish Wolgamott
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August 31, 2012

CITY OF EAGLE POINT
''Gateway to the Lakes" 

Oregon

State Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation 
625 Center Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045

Subject: Re-listing of Antelope Creek Covered Bridge on the National Register of Historic Places 

Committee Members,

As Mayor of Eagle Point and owner of the 1872 Butte Creek Mill (Snowy Butte Flour Mill, added to the National 
Register in 1976, listing #76001581) which anchors the far end of our historic district, I am writing to express my 
support for placing the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge back on the National Register of Historic Places.

The bridge prominently spans Little Butte Creek in Eagle Point’s Town Center and is approached through the 
adjoining Veteran’s Memorial Park. It serves as a pedestrian bridge primarily intended for children to reach 
the elementary school on the opposite side of the creek from town. It is also heavily used and enjoyed by the 
community at large, and is frequently visited by tourists and history enthusiasts.

Built in 1922, the bridge is significant for its engineering design and is included in the 1979 Oregon Covered 
Bridges thematic nomination. Of notable mention is the housed, queen post timber truss style, which is rare 
in the state of Oregon. Also interesting are the bridge builders, Jackson County bridge-building brothers 
Wesley and Lyal Hartman who, along with their father Jason, built hundreds of bridges in Jackson County in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, including the covered bridges. Today this bridge is one of 
only 44 remaining covered timber truss bridges from the estimated 450 that once existed in Oregon.

After the bridge relocation to Little Butte Creek in 1987, window openings cut out of the sides prompted its 
removal from the list. However, since then the City has expended considerable effort and resources to bring 
the bridge back to its original state. The bridge was re-sided in 2000 with custom milled planks that replicate 
its earlier siding. Further, retention of its timber structure and metal rod connections emphasize the bridge’s 
original structural design, materials and workmanship. And its overall form, arched portal and clerestory 
openings, knee braces and outriggers, and exposed purlins and rafters are notable design features.

To conclude this letter, the Antelope Creek Covered Bridge is important to our community and, as one of only 
four such bridges in Jackson County, it is an important historical resource. I hope the information in this letter 
is helpful, and if you have any other questions please don’t hesitate to contact me at (503) 880-2147, or by 
email at rrussell1950@aol.com.

Sincferel^

lOD RU! ITMayor '

17 I5iichnnnn Avc. South • KU. lio.x 779 • Kaglo Point, OK 97524 • City Hall 826-4212 • Police 826-9171 • Pax 826-6155
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October 24,2012 

Ms. Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places 
USDOI National Park Service - Cultural Resources 
1201 "Eye" Street NW, 8th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005

Re: National Register Nomination

Dear Ms. Shull:

At the recommendation of the Oregon State Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation, I 
hereby nominate the following historic property to the National Register of Historic Places:

ANTELOPE CREEK COVERED BRIDGE
MAIN ST
EAGLE POINT, JACKSON COUNTY

We appreciate your consideration of this nomination. If questions arise, please contact Diana 
Painter, Architectural Historian, at (503) 986-0668.

Sincerely,

Roger Roper
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

End.



CONI^CT
Beall, Ed^n <edsoo_beall@nps.gov>

Tue, Dec 18, 2012 at 1:35 PM

Re: Antelope Creek Covered Bridge

Diana Painter <diana.painter@state.or.us>
To: Edson Beall <edson_beall@nps.gov>

Ok, thanks. I must have counted the days wrong! Have a good holiday!

Diana

>>> "Beall, Edson" <edson_beall@nps.gov> 12/18/2012 10:30 AM >>>
Hi Diana,

The nomination is still under review. We have to wait until the end of our public comment period to act on the 
nomination, which will be next week.

Thanks, Edson

On Tue, Dec 18, 2012 at 1:06 PM, Diana Painter <diana.painter@state.or.us> wrote:
Hi Edson, I thought that the above nomination in Jackson Co., Oregon, was going to be posted last week. 
Can you give me an update on this? It is a SHPO-prepared nomination.
(They keep asking about it).

: Diana
Diana J. Painter, PhD 

^ Architectural historian 
National Register program 
Oregon SHPO
725 Summer Street NE, Suite C 

: Salem, Oregon 97301 
^ Ph: 503-986-0668 
: Fax:503-986-0793 
I Visit our website:
i

I www.oregonheritage.org

Thank you for your interest in the preservation programs of the National Park Service. 

Sincerely,

Edson H. Beall, Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
Washington, D.C.
Phone: 202-354-2255
Fax: 202-371-2229
E-mail: Edson_Beall@nps.gov
Web: http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/


