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The physical appearance of the James A. Allison Mansion scarcely varies from
that of 191l when the building was completed, the only major alterations
being ‘sticlosure of two porches and removal of a stained glass roof from one
room. It is preserved and will be reinstated. The exterior, red brick ye-
neered on poured concrete reinforced with steel, has hand carved stone trim.
Iron gatés inset with glass open into the expansive entrance hall,

The two~story hall features a German silver snd bronze chandelier valued at
$10,000 in 191h, a hand carved fireplace large enough to stand in, and a
sweeping staircase leading to the lobby's balcony and the second floor.
Velour covers the walls,

The French sitting room, immediately off the hall, is in the style of Louis
the XV with light gold, hand embroidered silk on the walls. White marble
fireplace, hand carved chair rail and sconce light fixtures accent the decor

The dining room features fruit motif intricately carved on the fireplace.
Walls are covered with velour. Adjoining it is the white gumwood breakfast
room, Rose branch designs taper up the walls and across the ceiling.

The sunken conservatory, at the back of the first floor, once housed a rare
Aeolian organ, valued at $18,000. Its pipes were covered by an elaborately
carved wood screen. The carved white mahogany paneling carries a music

motif duplicated in plaster castings on the ceiling. French doors, protected

by wood screens, open to the sun porch, now enclosed.

Allison's library is across the hall from the conservatory and features in-
tricate mahogany carvings, rookwood pottery fireplace and walls covered with
carved designs on pressed leather. The bookcase doors are wrought iron

and glass. :

At the end of the hall is the sunken, white Italian marble aviary. Italian

sculptors matched the marble perfectly and topped banisters with hand carved
Phoenix. Its stained glass roof will be restored.

The ‘ground floor contains several social rooms and the 30 X 60 foot heated

swimming pool. Perhaps the gem of the mansion is here in the small den whosg

sloping @othlc ceiling is covered with carved, pressed leather sporting
scenes. “Its stained glass windows and doors are bottoms of multi-sized and
colored bottles set in wrought iron.

Five large bedrooms and baths and a long summer porch, now glass enclosed
and heated, comprise the second floor. Each bedroom has its own fireplace.

Floors throughout the house are of oak parquet and all woodwork is hand

carved, solid mahogany (except sitting and breakfast rooms “which are gum).
The arches and doors are gothic and ceilings are high beamed.
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The attic has three storage rooms, the elevator mechanism and a gigantic reilforced

concrete support for the chandelier. Four observation porches provide ex-
pansive v1ews of the surrounding community.
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|STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\
The Allison Mansion derives its significance from it 4avis 53, 2hd ex-
ceptional workmanship, and also from the contributions ity 3
made to the Indianapolis community and, ultimately, to other par’os of the
country.

A pioneer in the automobile business, James. Ahélhson co-founded the
Prest-O-Lite Company of Speedway, Indiana,” which proauced the first effi-
cient headlight for early automobiles. "He later sold his interest to Union
Carbide Corporation whi ‘gh now owns the firm. He helped develop Speedway
City, the world's first mdustnal@'esigned for the people employed in a
specific industry, Prest-O-Lite.

He was _founder of Allison Engineering Company which designed and developed
high-powered | motor launch engines later adapted to airplanes. Several

years after his death in 1928 the company was sold to General Motors and
now excels principally in airplane engines.

In conjunction with Carl G. Fisher and Frank Wheeler, whose estates also
are part of the Marian campus, Allison founded the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. He also worked with Fisher, largely through financial backing,
in the development of Miami Beach, Florida.

The mansion is estimated to have cost at least $2 million when constructed
over a three year period 1911-to 1914, A super structure was built
around the construction site so workmen could continue their crafts
regardless of weather conditions.

Artisans were imported from Switzerland and Italy to handle the wood and
marble carvings s all of exceptionally fine workmanship.

The solidness of the building itself makes it something of an architectural
wonder as exemplified by its use as-a llbraryﬂ936. The indoor swimming
pool, used year-round, is a testimonial to the sound construction in that
1ts humidity does not effect the books, magazines and newspapers stored
in an adjacent room.

Uniquely, even the main electric service and breaker panels are mounted
on a solid marble slab approximately X" thick, 72" high and 50" wide.
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l____Jane C, Spragne, Director of Public Information

DATE

Marian College Bu25-70
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‘ 3200 Cold Spring Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Indianapolis

.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

" tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

L1 herebS{ certify that this property is inciuded in the

National Reglster .

It allug

Chxei Office of Atcheology and Historic Pt‘ servation

DEC18 1970
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