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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Maurice is set at the crest of a relatively steep hill in the midst
of a pine forest near the Red River about six miles from Natchitoches. The
hill slopes sharply away from the front yard. The back yard is level
and flat with small groups of frame buildings which though they are modern,
are designed to be in keeping with the house.

The house itself consists of one main floor which is raised one full
story above the ground. The main floor has a central hall plan with two
rooms on each side and a front and rear gallery. The four main rooms have
fireplaces which are serviced by a set of four exterior chimneys, two at each
end of the house. Although exterior chimneys are most untypical in the
Natchitoches area, and some of the chimneys have been rebuilt or extensively
repaired, the present chimney arrangement appears to be original. This is
because, given the framing, there is no other place the chimneys could possibly
have been during a previous period. Also, the present chimneys exhibit
brickwork which is obviously old.

Shortly after the house was built the rear portion of the ground level was
enclosed. In the late 19th century the front portion was enclosed with wood
framing, and a new, more steeply pitched roof was built. The resulting
enlarged attic was lit by a pair of large dormers. Although these dormers
are an ungainly addition to the building, they are slated to be removed in an
upcoming restoration. The old staircase which provides access from the
central hall ,to-the attic was-taken firom" an old house and installed at
St. Maurice in the 1930's. In 1970 the framed enclosure of the ground level
front portion was replaced with a brick enclosure.  ........ .

The house'is supported on piers made of soft brick with coarse sand and
lime mortar. The piers on the front have been stuccoed over. Summer beams,
sills, and joists aire hewn with circular sawn lumber in the'late 19th century
attic.

The 5-bay front gallery has square pillars formed of nailed boards with
molded capitals. The capitals have principal members which represent crude
versions of the Doric astragal and echinus. The rear gallery columns are
much simpler. The simple molding in the front gallery capitals is repeated
around all exterior doors and windows of the main floor. It is also repeated
in the pilasters which flank the four fireplaces. Each fireplace is surmounted
by a crude entablature and molded shelf. The interior transom doors have
finer ogee moldings and probably date from the late 19th century as do the
four panel doors. Windows are 6 over 9 with fixed louver shutters and the front
door has a transom and sidelights. The present shingled roof was installed in
the 1930's. The house is sheathed in narrow gauge clapboards with flush board

under the galleries.
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Most of the antebellum plantation houses in the Natchitoches area strongly
tended toward the conservative French colonial tradition. Greek Revival
architecture made its appearance but only in terms of details (i.e. doorways,
mantels, and occasionally pillars). By contrast, St. Maurice is a crude but
classical style house featuring a pillared gallery and a 5-bay central hall
plan with double rooms on each side. St. Maurice is probably the only extant
Natchitoches area antebellum plantation house which features this type of
planning. As a result, given its mantels, front door, and other~details,
together with its plan and gallery, St. Maurice can be seen as a high-water
mark of Greek Revival plantation architecture in the area.

It is not known exactly when the house was built. Its architecture suggests
the decade of the 1840's and the conveyance records on the property lend
support to such a suggestion. In December, 1840, Edmund Walford Briggs bought
for $35,000 the land on which the house stands through a sheriff's sale. It
was described as "a certain tract of land ormplantation”situated on the
Rigolet de Bon Dieu. . . containing six hundred and forty acres. . together
with all the buildings and improvements thereon." Also part of the sale were
several items declared to be associated with the plantation, including
several plows and hoes, ten mules, two horses, a wagon, and 60 bales of cotton.
There were in addition a number of slaves included in the sale. At the time
of the seizure, almost all these items, as well as the land, belonged to Francis
Nash Waddell, who had obtained the plantation from John Waddell in 1837. The
inclusion of the additional items along with the tract suggests that F. N. Waddell
had been carrying on an agricultural operation of moderate size on the plantation,
and that there must have been a house associated with it.

Briggs did not keep the plantation long, selling it in early 1841 to
William M. Lambeth. Lambeth held onto it for five years, selling it to
William Prothro and John Waddell in 1846. At this time the plantation, consisting
of more than 1500 acres with buildings and improvements and more than 60
slaves, brought a price of $63,862.50. In 1847, Waddell sold his interest to
Prothro, designating the lands as "the St. Maurice Plantation.” The present
house was almost certainly there by this time or shortly thereafter, given the
size of the agricultural operation indicated by the sale of 1846 and given
its architecture.

(continued)
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William Prothro (1801-1853) came to Louisiana from South Carolina and in
1846 or 1847 settled at St. Maurice. Until his death in 1853, he operated the
plantation along with a trading post, a ferry, and a riverboat landing on the
Red River. According to the 1850 Census, his holdings were worth about $87,000,
and he was master of more than a hundred slaves. But in 1853 tragedy struck
the family as William Prothro, his wife, several of their children, and many
of their slaves died in a yellow fever epidemic.

Dr. David H. Boullt was appointed administrator of the succession of
William Prothro. Sometime in the mid-1850's, Joshua and James E. Prothro,
cousins of William Prothro, purchased 720 acres of St. Maurice Plantation.
The remainder, including the house, was bought by Boullt for $116,000, and
he remained its owner until 1868.

Boullt arrived in Natchitoches Parish in the 1830's and soon became rather
prominent, serving as parish coroner and as a member of the parish police jury.
As of 1860, he seems to have been prospering. According to the census of that
year, he owned 3000 acres of land, of which 1100 were improved, and
129 slaves. The value of his personal property was listed as $160,000, and
that of his real property as $150,000. The year before, his lands had produced
8000 bushels of Indian corn and 400 bales of ginned cotton (400-pound bales).

Boullt served in the Confederate Army and was twice captured. St. Maurice
also played a minor part in the war. In 1864, six Federal gunboats were
stationed at St. Maurice while Union General Banks marched north toward Shreveport.
On April 14, 1864, Confederate soldiers under General Liddell attacked the
gunboats and a brief battle followed which could be seen from the steps of the
home at St. Maurice.

After the war, Boullt was apparently associated with the infamous
West-Kinball Clan, a gang of cut-throats and robbers in the area. Boullt was
alleged to have played an Important role in the late 1860's in the murder of a
paymaster/quartermaster in the U. S. Army and in the burning of the courthouse
in Winnfield. During this period he also served as parish tax collector in
the local Radical Republican government and as such made many enemies. In
1875 he left the area never to return, his departure apparently caused by threats
on his life.

Since the Winn Parish Courthouse burned in 1868 and again in 1886, it is
impossible to establish with certainty an account of the ownership of St. Maurice
Plantation during the period. According to some sources D. R, Carroll bought
it in 1868, and somewhat later sold it to Dr. Henry M. Prothro. In 1882 or
1883, the plantation was sold to the New York Lumber Company> which hoped to
make St. Maurice into a sawmill town on a railroad. There was a brief boom.
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but the ambitious enterprises of the company soon failed. In 1886 the home and
fifteen acres of land were sold to E. W. Teddlie for about $500.

Teddlie ran a store and ferry at St. Maurice. The house continued to be
occupied by the Teddlie Family until 1933. At that time it was sold to
Judge Thomas Milling, the son of Mrs. E. W. Teddlie by her first marriage.
Milling was a vice president of Standard Oil Company and a St. Mary Parish
judge. They lived in the house for a time and sold it in 1946, after which it
passed through the hands of several owners until it was sold to Luther Small in
1957. Small was a black man who said that his great-grandmother was a slave
for the Prothro family on St. Maurice. In 1970, Small sold the house to the
current owners, who undertook its restoration.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TAHTSTAWA

Date Entered APR 3 19A79

Name Location
St. Maurice Plantation St. Maurice vicinity
Winn Cotmty
Also Notified

Honorable J. Bennett Johnston
Honorable Ruaaell B. Long Stata Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Thonaa J. (.Jerry) Huckaby Dr. B. Bernard Carrier

Assistant Secretar\é

Office of Program Development

P.O. Box 44247

Baton Bouge* Louisiana 70804

NR Byers/bjr 4/9/79

C For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

~NAME as it appears on federal register; (9i OTHER NAMES f at?"f entry; county code’.

St. Maurice Plantation Prothro Home. 122
(5)LOCATION 4777@* city / town vicinity of state county (@INPS  ReGION;
St, Maurice LA Winn S rpnrral

. ~ADMINISTRATOR
OWNER BPRIVUTE DSTATE aMUNICIPAL DCOUNTY OwULTirLE CF[DERAL(3gency nam()_

existing SURVEYS DHABS Dhaer Dhhll“>tunped? Dyes D>lol®congress. district 5 SOURCE of NOMINATION [C1STATE lEIFEOEl'iAE_.” S
[ stitc wliti piepireil loim
g HEiNiit m 5 Il stitc wit I loim’
1 1INJI I
HATIBEUI »ESIJTt« msiQiut iimierr ) a oM m Cocal  GPRIVATL ORGAIUAION
mte. y I))r Oom. ‘

ACONDITION """Ideteriorated Oaltered Doriglnal site = @&£eatures; "OSLISSIANTIAUY INTACT-1 AOSUBSTAMTIALIY INTACT-2 ~OSUBSTANTIALLY IHMCT 1 3
Oexcellent QOruins Ounaltered Omoved 5DHOT INTACT-O 20 NOT INIACI-O QDNOT INTACT -O
Cgood Ounexposed O reconstructed Dunknown "OURAtIOWH-4 ““CJ UNKNOWN'S 5D»NKNOWN-6
Ofair O unexcavated n excavated SD NOT APPLICABIE-7 IuG NOT APPLICASLL-8 IG NOT APPLICABLE- 9

NACCESS bVvES-Restricled 1 YES-Unret.t,ieted 1 No Access 1 Unknoe.,, |@ ADAPTIYt USE COOYESaNO|O PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT"yet* Gnho

@ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CJ ENGINEERING - H [] LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 1 poll TICS/GOVT, - 21 [1RECREATION -28 fCirLs"?’\IEIMS: explain

[JARCHEOLOGY-pithistonc-2 1 COMMERCE'S [ ENTERTAINHEHT-28 1 LAW- IS 1 SENGIOM-22 OSENLEMENT-29

1 ARCHEOLOGY-hisUrit-I [CICOMMUNICATIONS -7 1 EXPLORATION 112 [ LITERATURE-T? 1 SCIENCE-23 DURBAN PLANNNG3L  « gldest’]
3 AGRICULTURE-3 [C1CONSERVATION-8 OKEAITM-27 I MILITARY- 1B J SOCIAIHUMANITARIAN-24  OOTHER (SPECIFY)

[J ARCHITECTURE-4 [JECONOMICS-9 O INOUSTRV-O 1 MUSIC- 19 [1 SOCIALICULTURAI30 ‘only’ O
O ART-5 CIEOBCATION-IO O INVENTION-14 [ PHILOSOPHY-20 [ TRANSPORTATION-25

N . ~ o . ~

functions da{es_ g| imtlil cimstructitn: JETHNIC  GROUP
WHEN HISTORICALLY ~ SIGNIFICANT: mijof iltttilIDns:
CURRENTLY: historic events:
~architectural style(s); ~architect: ~master builder: ~engineer:
{~landscape architect/ garden designer; ~jnterior decorator: N artist; partisan; ~builder/contractor;

i“NAMES give role Sc date
“personal,

events,

INSTITUTIONAL:

“"NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

initiails. IlF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER 4 PUT ON REVERSEI



National Register of Historic Places

Note to the record

Correspondence related to removal



RICHARD H. HARTLEY

BiLLY NUNGESSER %tafg of Lmisiana DEPUTY SECRETARY
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

KRISTIN P, SANDERS

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

October 18, 2018

Nancy Welch Little
424 Mansion Rd
Natchitoches, LA 71457

RE: Delisting of St. Maurice Plantation, Winn Parish, LA

Dear Ms. Little:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you of our intent to petition for the removal of the above referenced
property from the National Register of Historic Places, a process known as delisting. This step is
important as we strive to maintain an accurate record of properties in our state that are listed in the
Register, still extant, and maintain integrity per National Register Criteria. In many cases, buildings were
destroyed many years ago and the official delisting paperwork was not completed. We have made this
task a priority for 2018. Per information from the Winn Parish Tax Assessor, you are the current owner of

the land where the listed resource once stood. As part of this process, we are required to notify the
current owner of this action.

St. Maurice Plantation was listed on the National Register on 4/13/1979. According to the Federal
National Register regulations [36 CFR 6-.15 (a)(1)], a property may be delisted if it has ceased to meet
the criteria for listing on the National Register because the qualities which caused it to be originally listed
have been lost or destroyed. Per current aerial photos of the site and a 1981 newspaper article, the
building was destroyed by fire and is no longer standing. Because the building, and its qualities that
caused it to have been listed, are destroyed, this property will be proposed for removal from the National

Register. The final delisting decision will be made by the Keeper of the National Register at the National
Park Service.

The regulations [36 CFR 60.15 (g)] require that the property’s owner be given an opportunity to comment
and the chief elected official notified of the proposed action. If you choose to comment, please respond
via letter by Nowvember 26, 2018 to the following address:

Kristin Sanders

State Historic Preservation Officer
Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
PO Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

If you have questions concerning the delisting petition or any other National Register issue, please

contact National Register Coordinator, Jessica Richardson, by email at irichardson@crt.la.gov, or by
phone at 225-219-4595.

Sincerely,
/ ’ ~?&kjb o e

Kristin Sanders
State Historic PPreservation Officer

P.O. BOX 44247 + BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804-4247 ¢« PHONE {(225%) 342-B160 ¢+ FAX (225) 219-0765 * WWW.CRT.LA.GOV
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

KRISTIN P. SANDERS

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
DiVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

QOctober 18, 2018

Allen McCartney, President
Winn Parish Police Jury
PO Drawer 951

Winnfield, LA 71483-0951

RE: Delisting of St. Maurice Plantation, Winn Parish, LA

Dear Mr. McCartney:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you of our intent to petition for the removal of the above referenced
property from the National Register of Historic Places, a process known as delisting. This step is
important as we strive to maintain an accurate record of properties in our state that are listed in the
Register, still extant, and maintain integrity per National Register Criteria. In many cases, buildings were

destroyed many years ago and the official delisting paperwork was not completed. We have made this
task a priority for 2018.

St. Maurice Plantation was listed on the National Register on 4/13/1979. According to the Federal
National Register regulations [36 CFR 6-.15 (a)(1)], a property may be delisted if it has ceased to meet
the criteria for listing on the National Register because the qualities which caused it to be originally listed
have been lost or destroyed. Per current aeriai photos of the site and a 1981 newspaper article, the
building was destroyed by fire and is no longer standing. Because the building, and its qualities that
caused it fo have been listed, are destroyed, this property will be proposed for removal from the National

Register. The final delisting decision will be made by the Keeper of the National Register at the National
Park Service.

The regulations {36 CFR 60.15 (g)] also require that the property's owner be given an opportunity to
comment and the chief elected official notified of the proposed action. If you choose to comment please
respond, via letter by November 26, 2018 to our office.

Kristin P. Sanders

State Historic Preservation Officer
Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation
PO Box 44247

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

if you have questions concerning the delisting petition or any other National Register issue, please

contact National Register Coordinator, Jessica Richardson, by email at jrichardson@ert.la.goy, or by
phone at 225-219-4595,

Sincerely,

K R hmdar—

Kristin P. Sanders
State Historic Preservation Officer

P.O. BOX 44247 » BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 708044247 « PHONE (225) 3428160 » FAX (225) 219-07685 « WWW.CRT.LA.GOV



From the Louisiana Digital Library caption for a photo of St. Maurice in the 1970s:

“ Built in 1826 by

the wealthy Protho family of South Carolina on land acquired fromAiexander O'Riley, St. Maurice is now under restoration by
private individuals. The home served as an important resting place along the El Camino Real and the Natchitoches -

Monroe Military highway during its early years. The house burned June 5, 1981.

State Library of Louisiana, “the Louisiana digital library”

http://www.louisianadigitallibrary.com/cdm/ref/collection/LHP/id/3959

The columns and foundation were all that were left at the time and based on current aerial views, these are now gone too.



January'of this year, it vanished with little men-_
tion outside the immédiate area in which it had"
stood and been so loved and admired. For although -
- St. Maurice was a river house, it was not.a part of -

_try’s scattered antebellum relics. Standing Ingh on
~_abluff above the Red River, St. Maurice was T
: ;ample of plantatmn culture asit had thrived and in o
" morerecent years survived mthe northwes :

ey

By DAWSON CORLEY

he old plantation home at St. Maun
was through many of its years known as

the Prothro Mansion. What makes this -

house significant other than its exis-
tence through many years? Many have survived as

long. What history played out various scenes there - -
that justifies remembering? Some notables stayed
at the home but they stayed numerous other places - '
as well. A Civil War battle raged nearby and the "
house was easy target for Union gunboats, but -

many places in Louisiana and the South can claun

the same distinction. What details or features of _
the home’s construction warrant mention? There
was nothing in the structure’s creation that made

it architecturally a standout over many like it.

.What dictates time and space for mention of St.-

Maurice has little to do with the home’s personali-
ty or life, rather its death. When fire completely
destroyed the more than 150-year-old house in

the Mississippi’s Grand Parade, the Felicianas’
dwindling plantation treasures or the bayou coun-

Louisiana.
Located east of Natchztoches near the small

community of St. Maurice, the property on which-
the home was built dates to land grants by the
Spanish government, this particular tract first is- -

sued to Ignatio Sequin prior to 1813. Sequin sold
the land in November of that year to Jacques Pail-
lette, and the land exchanged hands several more
times before Dennis Fort purchased it in Decem-

Emlly Ann Prothro that would give the home its
most noted penod in history.

tandmg hxgh on a bluff overlookmg the
Red, the home was an impressive one, par-

ticdairly in this section of the state where

plantation architecture never reached the

"j‘dramatlcally grandiose attitudes so popular
: among wealthy planters to the south.
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Only the brick chimneys and columns remain

in addmon to the plantation itself, the ferry, trad-
ing post and riverboat landing at the river crossing.
Guest houses were added to the plantation to ac-
commodate the many travelera seekmg shelter and

food.

Cotton was cultivated, the daily work of a plan-
tation carried out, while the ferry and trading post

‘operated at the river crossing nearby. A sense of el-.

egance in this country atmosphere was always part



-y

WL SUN, MAGAZINE/June 14, TM1/BATON ROUGE, LA.

try’s scattered antebellum relics. Standing highon

a bluff above the Red River, St. Maurice was anex-
ample of plantation culture as it had thrived andin
" more recent years survived in the northwest patt of ‘

Louisiana.

Located east of Natchitoches near the small’
community of St. Maurice, the property on which-
the home was built dates to land grants by the

Spanish government, this particular tract first is-
sued to Ignatio Sequin prior to 1813. Sequin sold
the land in November of that year to Jacques Pail-
lette, and the land exchanged hands several more
times before Dennis Fort purchased it in Decem-
ber of 1819. Although for many years the home 8
erection has been attributed to the Prothro family
who later owned the property, it is now believed
that Fort constructed the house at St. Maunce
Plantation in 1826.

After the home’s completmn the property agam
changed hands several times before being bought
in 1846 by William Prothro, who with many mem-
bers of his family moved to north Louisiana from
South Carolina. It was the family of William and

T Emﬂy Ann Prothro that would give the home its

most noted period in history.

tandmg high on a bluff overlookmg the
Red, the home was an impressive one, par-

ticularly in this section of the state where

plantation architecture never reached the

i "dramatlcally grandiose attitudes so popular
“among wealthy planters to the south.

Situated at a major crossing of the Red, the plan-

~{ation’s accessiblity resulted in a steady flow of vis-

* itors, including many noted guests. Near the junc-
tion of the Harrisonburg Road’s section of the El.
‘Cammo Real and the Monroe-Natchitoches Mili-
‘tary Highway, anticipated as well as unexpected
* visitors were many who sampled the generous hos-

‘ "f‘pxtahty of St. Maunce William Prothro operated

(Photos courtesy of Winn Parish Enterpnse)

*Historic marker at'site -

Only the brick chimneys and columns remain

in addltlon to the plantation itself, the ferry, trad- :

_ ing post and riverboat landing at the river crossing.

Guest houses were added to the plantation to ac-
commodate the many travelers seek:mg shelter and
food : '

Cotton was cultivated, the daily work of a plan-f
tation carried out, while the ferry and trading post

“operated at the river crossing nearby. A sense of el- .

egance in this country atmosphere was always part
of the life at St. Maurice, known for its lavish par-
ties and bountiful Sunday dinners. Soon establish-
ed as a social center for nearby Natchitoches, gala
balls were held throughout the mansion and across

its rolling grounds. Jefferson Davis is said to have

attended one such event while his son-in-law,
Zachary Taylor, stopped at the plantation on his
way to assume command of American forces in the
war with Mexico. Sam Houston supposedly plot-
ted his military expeditions that won Texas her in-
dependence at St. Maurice. Davy Crockett and
Jim Bowie are also names that survive as having

been guests of William Protliro.

The happy life did not survive for the Civil War
alone to bring bad tidings. In 1853, yellow fever vis-
ited the place and claimed several family mem-

‘bers. Sanders Cecil Prothro supposedly went to

New Orleans to get supplies for the plantation and

‘returned with the sickness which had reached epi-
- demic proportions downriver. Everyone at the

plantation came down with the dread disease. Wil-
liam, his wife, Emma, two of their children and
many of the plantation’s slaves died. When the two
surviving children had recovered, the place was or-
dered closed up. The fear of the fever was so severe
that the Prothros wanted nothing else to dowith a
place that had been so disastrously affected.

The scene of Federal occupation during the war,
Union gunboats were stationed at the crossing
while General Banks marched on Shreveport. A
battle on the river near St. Maurice occurred when

- Confederate troops led by General Liddell at-

tacked the gunboats. Upon the defeat of the Union
forces at Mansfield, General Banks took his
retreating Union forces away from the fighting
down the west side of the Red, destroying many
plantatations and much of Natehitoches along the

way, Had they retreated east, St.. Maurice might

have ‘been in the patil of the vengeful general.
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- Darby Plantation, Iberia: 161B120 — said it was highly vandalized at the time in 1976 (house burned in
1979 just before a rehab project started), form says that the site was potentially significant at the time, but
didn’t have a recommendation. It is now a golf course with houses and such so I’d err towards too disturbed to
be archaeologically significant for NR.

Like the others, we don’t have enough archaeological data to assess its eligibility. .

Based on what I know about the NR and Criterion D, there needs to have been some sort of actual excavation
done at the site or even shovel tests that have revealed any sort of importance, which is documented through
site forms. So for those above that have been disturbed or do not have any site work associated with them, they
would not be individually eligible under D. Would you concur on that? If at a later date, site work was done
and artifacts found, they could potentially be relisted at a later date.

You are correct that there has to be some level of survey and then test excavations (in most cases) for a
determination of eligibility to be made. In those cases where we lack those investigations, our office does not
make an eligibility assessment other than to say “undetermined” (i.e., needing work to make an

assessiment). For these properties, they can certainly be delisted if the original nomination was based
principally on the structure; it appears in most cases that the archaeology was not considered a contributing
element to the nomination. The one exception is Acadia, where there has been enough work to recommend the
archaeological component of the site eligible.

Thoughts? Advice? Am I on the right track in thinking these are all not eligible under D? I wanted to at least
get your input before starting the paperwork.

Thanks!

Jessica

Jessica G. Richardson, MSHP

National Register Coordinator

Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation I PO Box 44247 I Baton Rouge, LA 70804
225-219-4595 (0) 1 225-219-9772 (F)

www.louisianahp.org









