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1. Name

higsoric Montomet Mills CTTeferred)"
andorcommon  Monument Hills Cotton Compay - Mills #1, 2 6 3
2. Location

street & Number  Prk  Stee/'and Front Srr",  Rout ~hS3'-" tIZA not for publication
city, town Great Barrington IJYA vicinity of
date Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code M|
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
_X. building(s) X private X unoccupied X. commercial park
structure both X work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object ti/A in process X yes:restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation
no military _]L-other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

Multiple -see attached Iist
name

dreet & numbe

city, town MZA vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, eic.  Southern Bershire Registry of Deeds
street & number 334 Main Street

city, town Great Barrineton state MA 01230
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historical
titte Assets of the Commonwedth # Area R has this propety been determined digible? yes _JLno

date 1981 federal X state county locd
depogtory for survey records Mas.gpph.ic/tts Hi A<-n™-Agi Qinmegg i nn

city,towmn Boston gae N 02in«



7. DeSCFIptIOI’] Monument Mills, Great Barrington, MA

Condition Cliecli one Cliecii one
excellent N deteriorated unaltered X— original site
X good X ruins altered moved date N/A_
X fair unexposed
I"es yry.

DoacriiM tlio present and original (if linown) piiysical appearance

Monument Mills, (1850-1955), is a cotton mill complex of about 11surviving interconnected
buildings located in Housatonic, a small industrial village within the confines of the
incorporated town of Great Barrington amidst the Berkshire Mountains. The complex consists
of two district groupings of mill structures: The No. 1 Mill on the west bank of the
Housatonic; and, to the south (downstream) the No. 2 Mill, or Wawbek Mill, on the east
bank of the river. Brick construction, material, height of one to three stories, and
utilitarian industrial design with architectural interest focused on cornice lines and
towers characterize the buildings.

Above Monument Mills the Housatonic River drops 76 feet (820' to 744") in three miles
from the Glendale Power House (NR 1982) to the mills; the history of the two are closely
interlinked. Industrial development at the Monument Mills occurred in both banks of the
river at two 'privileges' (upper and lower).

Damming of the upper privilege l.gcat:ion ;of Monument Mill Nol, occurred lii' 1809 with cotton
cloth manufacture beglnnirig in 1827 and cpntlnuing until 1848 when'that mill building

was destroyed by fire. Activity at the lower privilege location of the Wawbeck Mill
(Monximent Mill No. 2) was initiated in 1837 with the construction of a shop to manufac-
ture chairs and later shoe lasts, which continued until 1856. Ten years later the
Wanwbeck Mills were incorporated. Between 1881 and 1917 a major addition to the whole
complex was made each year.

Only portions of the two dams remain; the lower dam was removed prior to 1934 and the
upper dam, a plank and timber structure built in 1857, stood until it burst in 1973,
leaving only a 10' sectio.n intacfc.: The lattieri dm .had measured 45'- long, 15" high, n
and 30' wide at its base and stood on a quarried stone foundation set into the riverbed.
Intakes, gates, and trash racks remain just north of the main mill building and dye
house. ,

Upper Mills - West River Bank
Monument Mill No. | (Mg # 1 ; Phato 1) 1875-1892

The northern most structure in the complex, the present mill building replaced the
original 1851 Monument Mill No. 1 (which in turn had replaced the earlier 1827 building)
a 4-story, timber frame structure with 4-story stair and bell tower which exhibited
traditional Federal era traits, containing beaning, warping, carding, and spinning slops
under one roof. Addition of a frame 2-story beaming room (south) and a 4-story brick
Mill No. 5 (north) occurred in 1875. The massive present building erected in 1892 is of
brick construction, rises four stories from a quarried stone foundation and measures

372" long by 64' and 39' wide. Three rectangular flat-roofed 5-story stair towers -

two on the west elevation and one at the southeast corner - provide access into the
building. Ornamentation is restricted to panels of dogtooth brick work at the cornice.
The main block is capped >"7ith a lowpitch roof and exhibits a slightly overchanging cornice
with repeated dogtooth brickwork. Fenestration throughout consists of rectangular triple
hung sash set in plain segmentally arched openings. Interior framing is of local pine
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NOUNENT MLLS FRERY ONES

-Monunent Mountai n Managenent Trust
Monunent | nvest nent G oup
Berkshire Paper Gnpany, R ver St., Geat Barrington, M\ 01230

M. Witnore B Kelley
Berkshire Paper Gnpany, Rver St., Qeat Barrington, M\ 01230

Plots 50 &51 - Red Lion Reality Trust, Red Lion Inn, Min Street,

62 & .09
Acres

Plot 52
.H4 Acres

Pl ot 49
1.55 Acres

Stockbridge, M\ 01262

-Al'l en Ruben
Housat oni ¢ Products, Park St., Housatonic, M\ 01236

- ok’ s Fuel Gonpany, | nc.
North Plain Road, Housatonic, M\ 01236

Plots 48 &23-Janes F Barhieri

4.49 & 1.47

Acres

Barbieri Luner Gonpany, Park St., Housatonic, M\ 01236
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and chestnut; ceiling heights nmeasure 10 feet. Later additionstothesouth andnorth
ends of thebuilding have been denolished.

Dye House (Map # 2 ; Photo 2) 1918

Standing parallel totheMin Mill and adjacent to theHousatonic River, the3-story
Dye House (192" X 87' and 53') i s of brick” steel and concrete construction with steel
sash windows and lintels. The original dye house, drying house, and boiler roomof
wood construction with brick nogging (104" X 38 and 34" X 32') was replaced after a
serious fire i n1879, rebuilt i n1880 and 1882, and again i n1918 to it spresent form
This building housed t hedying, drying, slashing and winding departnents.

Connecting Mill No. 1 and t he Dye House are an iron penstock, and two overhead bridges,
one of wood and one of steel construction.

Beaming Bridge (Map / 3 ; Photo 2) 1909

Extending from t hesouthern end of t heDye House and spanning theHousatonic River, the
Beami ng Bridge i sa 2-story wood-frame structure (50" X 112') with celestory monitor.
Erected i n1909, i t predates the 1918 renovations of t heDye House.

Picker House (Map # 4 ; Photo 2) 1892; Col | apsed 1982 *
Erected t hesane year as and similar i ndesign totheMiin M Il No. 1, thePicker House

suffered loss of an attached 4-story dust bin (10" X12') when thedans burst i n 1973,
thus weakening thesouth end wall and eventually causing a major structural collapse

under snow i n1982. Itshricks will be reused for repairs to other buildings i n the
compl ex. Wen standing, thePicker House nmeasured 128 X 621', of brick construction
with stone lintels and foundation. | t housed themills' cotton ginning and cl eaning
equi pment .

Cotton Storage House (Map # 5 ; Photos 3 & 4) 1851; expanded 1892

Wien originally erected i n1851, the 1%story brick structure neasured 99' X 34'.

During the 1892 mi |l expansion it was enlarged to 159" X 89' and tothree stories on
the east side. Itsstrongly functional design i srelieved only by small carved brackets
at theeaves. The building i ssited adjacent totherailroad tracks topermt easy
transfer of rawcotton from freight train to storage facility.

Lower Power House (Map # 6 ; Photo 5) 1917

As electric power was introduced t o power nore of themills' operation, theoriginal
repair shops on the west bank of theHousatonic River were replaced with a new power
house i n1917. C steel girderedbrick construction, thebuilding neasures 213 X 78 X
68'. |tsdesign conbines both architectural and functional elements successfully, as
expressed i nitsrepeated bays of |arge arched wi ndows, recessed i npanels surmunted

by corbelling and it ssoaring 100" tall snoke stack. The building housed both hydro-
electric and coal -fined power equipnent: a single 500 HP. Rodney Hunt 25" Type 80
water turbine; a steamturbine; and punps for thefire protection system An iron
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pentstock extended from t he Picker House supplying theturbine; a concrete tailrace directed
outflow into theriver. South of thebuilding stands a large, steel water tower and tank.

Lower Mills - east river bank
Véawbeck M I/ Monument Mill No. 2 (Map # 7 ; Photo 6) 1866

The present Vwbeck Mill building (1866) replaced a wood frame mill,building of 1864 and
the earlier shoe factory. The brick building rises four stories froma quarried granite
foundation and is covered with a pitched roof. |t measures 49" X 137", or 5 bays by 19
bays, delineated by arched double hung sash set in arched openings with marble lintels.
A flat-roofedbrick rear addition served as thedye house; a power canal suppliesthe
wheel house at themills' southeast comer; and thetail race passes under Park Street,
flowing into theriver.

Subsequent additions tothis portion of theconplex followi ng purchase by Monument Mills

in 1871 include a bridge beam ng room (58 X 10') spanning thecanal toa Ih story wearing
building, both 1879; a brick picker house west of the mill (1887); a brick weaving building
(1890); a new brick weave house. Mill No. 8, (between 1909 and 1916, Myp #8 ; Photo7) ;
the repair and machine shops (1909, Map # 9 Photo 8); and a 2-story finishing room bridge
spanning theriver fromthe mll totherepair shops (1914). Only thelatter structure

no |onger rengins.

Ar chaeol ogy A,

Al though no systematic archaeological testing has been conducted within t heMnunent Mills
conmpl ex, thearea should be considered rich i nmaterial subsurface remains of thevarious
industrial activities associated with thesite. Utilized for textile manufacturing from
at least as early as 1809 until them d 20th Century, themills contain the physical
record of technological modifications over laid through time. Exam nation of therecord
has thepotential tocontribute to our understanding of industrial history. | naddition,
the banks of the Housatonic River, a major drainage in westemMassachusetts, areknown
to be rich i nprehistoric resources, therefore, the Mnument Mi|ls area nmay contain pre-
historic archaeol ogical sites.



8. SlgnlflcanCe Monument Mills, Great Barrington, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Cliecic and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 X_archeology-historic conservation . law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art _X. engineering music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 _X-commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

X 1000- communications industry politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)
construction or expansion

Specific dates 1851- 1917 Bui i der/ Archi tect Agent & Managers:

—_ — John M Seeley, 1854-1886

Statement of Significance (inone paragrapli) Theodore G Ramsdell, 1886-1903

T. Ellis Ramsdell, 1903-1948

Monurment Mills possesses overall integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship,
and association. Despite theloss of sone ancillary buildings, theconplex stands as an
important local representativeof a large scale, late 19t hcentury textile mill nad
reflects both technological and architectural transformationsfromtheMd - 19th
through early 20th centuries. An inmportant producer of jacquard fabrics, theinitial
success of the mill mrrors.the advent of the railroad and acconpanying increased
accessibllty toregional markets; it ssuccesses viere i nlarge part due tothe experience
and ingenuity of notable nen involvedi nengineering, manufacturing, and financial
investment activities as well as being important figures in Geat Barrington. Moreover,
the mill i sclosely associated with theG endale Power House, site of thefirst high
voltage electric transm ssioni nthe world (NR 1982). Thus, Monunent Mills meets cri-
teria A° B, and G of theNational Register of Historic Places.

The history of Monument Mills began i n1850 when M. John C and Asa C Russell, owners
of theBerkshire Wol en Conpany of Geat Barrington (1836-1895), John H Coffingand

o thers purchased theproperty of theformer Housatonic Manufacturing Conpany. Severe
depression had fallen on thesmall Village of Housatonic after theclosing of the
Housat oni ¢ Manufacturing Conpany's Mill i n1848. During t hesameyear, theconnecting
railroad fromPittsfield topoints south was nade and Housatonic water power, combined
with access toa railhead, stimulatedthestock conpany's investment i nthe construction
of anewtextile mll onthesite of theformer mll. This new conpany was i ncorpor ated
as "Monunent Mills" by thelegislature i n1851. Constmction of a wooden Mill No. 1
(1851-1892) was conpleted at theupper privilege and t hemanufacture of cotton warps was
begun. John M Seeley, (1814-1886) becane thefirst agent for thecoporationi n 1854,
al so assuming theposition of Treasurer and General Manager. Though sone weavi ng was
done by thefirm it was M. Seeley who began t hefirst major expansion.

In 1866, GCeorge Coffing, George Church, M. Seeley, Henry Adans, and Joseph G Fuller
organi zed the VWawbeck MiI1s, a second stock conpany, t odevelop thelower privilege
and replaced thesmall warp mill built there in 1864 with an inmpressive new brick
factory (Ml No. 2). Wawbeck Mi Il introduced the weaving of jacquardMarseilles
bedspreads i n1870. As dermand for these grew, orders increased and Monunent Mills
purchased the VWAwbeck Mills i n197l.  This product was t o becone theprincipal product
of the mlls throughout thelast half of thel9th and first quarter of t:he 20th
century bringing themnational acclaim ' '

Anong these associated with this major period of milIl growh was Theodore G Ramsdel |
(1833-1903), Superintendent, Manager, majority stockhol der, and Vice President of
Monurent Mills. He began working i na cottonmill in New Hanpshire at agefourteen.

By age sixteen, he was overseer of thespinning roomat amill i nSouhegan. He cameto
Housatonic i n1864 as Mill Superintendent, a position which he held for twenty-two
years, eventuallybeconmng head of thefirm i n1886. |t was under his direction



9. Major Bibliographical References

History of Great Barrington, 1676-1923, Charles J. Taylor, Town, 1927.

"Monument Mills/Housatonic, overview and Archaeological Potential, John Hill, 1981.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 13.23 arrp.s
Quadrangle name Stockhridge, MA Quadrangle scale 1: 25000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification N

Beginning at a point in the Great Barrington/Stockbridge Towmn Line, at the northwest
corner of Plot 21B, the Monumeit Mills National Register Property bounds westerly on
Front Street. Parcels 21 and 2IA are excepted. The boundary follows Front Street,
List ail statesand countiesfor properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

itte Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner with AAAA AY AAANATAY toric reserv tion
Wnle g A Planner, Rerkshlrp 8 ounty B afa

Planning Commission

organization  Massachusetts Historical Commission date July, 1983
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Ma 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation. Officer for the Natipnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inciusioh in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by~ e National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature [fefcArN Jd<sVA AANyI[LITA ! N9 N f
Statie Historic Preservation Officer
titte Massachusetts Historical Commission date
For NPS use only
fliereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
Entered la itEa’v date  ///af/s”S
Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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that the upper mills were rebuilt inbrick and considerably expanded i n the early 1890's.

During dry summers, the mills were often forced to operate only evenings because of |ow
water. To ease this restraint onthe expanded mill operation, Ramsdell, working with
electrical pioneer WIlliamStanley, purchased and rebuilt the Od Stockbridge Iron Wrks
Dam (Al gers Furnace) Ih mles above the upper mlls. A Stanley SKC 2,400 volt, 2
phase 55 cps alternator was installed with necessary transm ssionlines to power three
350 H. Stanley SK C Synchronous Motors to drive the prime nover at the mills during
periods of low water. This was the first transm ssionof alternating current for power,
and two years later, in 1894, this station, under lease to the Geat Barrington Electric
Li ght Conpany, powered the first high voltage transmssionline inthe world, 7hmles

to Great Barrington. This pioneer venture inthe use of electric power was sosuccessful
that the mills purchased water rights of the Od G endale Wolen Conpany i n 1905; these
rights enconpassed the best fall of water inthe area, a drop of 41'. A new hydro-
electric station, the present G endale Power Station (NR1982) was conpleted in 1907, also
using Stanley SKC equipment. By 1909 half of the needed power for the mlls was being
supplied by electricity. 1In 1917, the l[ower power house (Mp # ; Photo ) was built
and these two plants supplied power for the mill until i tclosed in 1948. Upon his death
in 1903, Theodore Ramsdell left the Village $25,000 for the building of a newlibrary.
The Ramsdel | Public Library, built in 1906; he also endowed the Congregational Church.

T. Ellis Ramsdell and Thomas S Ransdell, sons of Theodore succeeded their father in the
firms operation. T. Ellis graduated from Sedgw ck Institute in 1896 and received his
BS at Amherst in 1900, graduating cumlaiide. Hewent onto Lowell Textile Institute
conpleting the three year course intw years. He can to Mnunent Mills as Payroll Clerk
in 1902. Avwyear later, after his father's death, he becanme Assistant Superintendent,

was chosen Vice President in 1927 and President in 1932.

Thomas S Ransdel | graduated from Cornell University in 1903 with a mechanical engineer's
degree. He cane to the mills in 1906 to supervise the building of the Gendale Dam and
Power House and |ater becane Wrks Manager, Plant Engineer Director, and Secretary of

the Conpany. He designed the large steam plant built in 1917 between the upper and |ower
mills.

The hard times of the Geat Depression, failure to keep upwith changing product marKket

and | abor disputes, brought about the sale of the locally owned conpany. George A Horvath,
Inc., purchased the capital stock and real estate Novermber 10, 1948, with |arge plans

to continue the firm s operation. Against repeated promses and |egal instruments not to
liquidate the Conpany, i tdidin 1955. Al | saleable textile and power equi pnent was
stripped from the mill and 450 persons lost their jobs. Thelower mi |l entered an extended
period of neglect which have only recently begun to bereversed by the newowners, Berkshire
Paper Conpany; the upper mills remain vacant, although plans are underway to restore the
bui | di ngs.

Monurment Mills primary product, the cotton Marseilles bedspread, is documented ina
collection of textile designs inthe collection of the Geat BarringtonHistorical Society
presented by Ms. Kenneth H Crane, in 1980. Among the nost notable designs is that for
a bedspread with the seal of the Panana Pacific International Exposition, created for that
ocaasion in 1915 .
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"Berkshire Courier", Septenber 3, 1891, OCctober 1, 1891, OCctober 15, 1891, Novenber 26, 1891,
February 25, 1892, and March 16, 1892.

"Monunent Mills" from thefiles of theAssociated Factory Mutual Fire Insurance GConpany,
Boston, MA 1885 - 1934, i nthefiles of theBerkshire County Historical Society.

"The Berkshire Evening Eagle," Novenmber 10, 1948 and February 1, 1949.

Desi gn Books and Papers of Cyrus R Crane and Chauncey C Crane, Mount Mills Designers,
1885 t 0 1920, Great Barrington Historical Society
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parallel tothe NY. , NH andH Railroad tracks and underpass tothenortheast corner
of theintersection of Front and Park Streets. The district's boundary proceeds easterly
on thesouth boundary of Plot 51, crossing theHousatonic River on thenorth side of the
Park Street Bridge. n theeast bank of the Housatonic River it follows thesouthern
boundaries of Plots 52 and 48, on thenortheast side of Park Street tothecorner of
Véwbeck Street. |t follows easterly on t hesouth boundary of Plot 48 on Wwbeck Street

to thecomer of Gove Street. "Then north and northeast on t heeast bounds of Plots 48
and 23 t o thenortheast corner of Plot 23, northwest and westerly tothe west bank of the
Housatonic River. The boundary then follows t heeast bank of theriver totheGeat
Barrington/ Stockbridge Town Line. The district contains 13.23 acres and al | the buildings
and features of theoriginal Mnument Mills.
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8. Significance
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CD completeness
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

August 15, 1983

r

Vili. Jack Cook

Cooks Fuel Company, Inc.
North Plain Road
Housatonic, Mass 01236

RE: Monument Mills (Plot 49)
Dear Mr. Cook:

V& have receivedyour letter stating that youdo not wi sh your property to be
listed i ntheNational Register of Historic Places. Please be advised that
according totheFederal regulations governing theNational Register program
(360/R 60) objections nmust be notarized tobevalid. | refer yout opage 2

of our original notification letter (copy enclosed) for further clarification.

If youobject tothelisting of your property, younust subnmit a notarized
statement within 30 days of thedate of this letter. This statenent should
include the address of theproperty andaffirm that youarethe owner.

You shoul d al so be aware that Monunment Mills i s being nomnated as a single
historically andfunctionally interrelated industrial conplex. Accordingto

Federal regulations 360R 60.6(g) a majority of owiers must object i norder
for theproperty not tobe |isted.

I'f youhave any further questions, please do not hesitate t ocontact ne.

Virginia Fitch
Preservation Pl anner

Encl osure
cc: JimParrish

VF/ | k



Oh

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiim | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Septenber 19, 1983

M. Jack Gook

(ooks Fuel Conpany, |nc.
North Pl ain Road
Housatonic, M\ 01236

RE  Mnunent Mills (Plot 49)
Dear M. Qook: . o

| amwriting toinformyouthat theState ReviewBoard voted Monunent M lls
eligible for nomnation tothe National Register of Historic Places at their
Septenber meeting. The nomination will be forwarded shortly to Washington
for final review As | noted inny [etter of August 15, 1983 (copy enclosed)
objections nust be notarizedtobe valid. | fyoucontinue toobject, letters
shoul d be sent directly toM. Jerry Rogers, National Register, National

Park Service, Departnent of thelnterior, 18th and C Streets, NW Washi ngt on,
DC  20240. Co

| hope that you have reconsidered your objectionand arei n support of this
nom nation.

Sincerely,

Virginia Fitch
Preservation Pl anner
Massachusetts Historical Cormm ssion

VF/ hi
Encl osure



_______ -~ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
IH11rrimi1 Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL (I)Bgigosn, Massachusetts
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 gﬂégrl-ej'tb\aEr; 3?2555 CONNOLLY

October 19, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th & C Streets, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Ms. Shull: o .
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation forms:

Edgartown - Edgartown Village Historic District (state)

Fram ngham - Mbses Ellis House (local) . :
Great Barrington - Monunent Mills (local) s,

Peabody - John Sout hwi ck House (local)

Scituate - Captain Benjam n James House (local)

Stockbridge - Villa Virginia (local)

Westfield - United States Wiip Ccnpany Conplex (national)

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have been signed
by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before thenmeeting and were
afforded theopportunity to comrent. Comments received to date are attached
to thenomnnation forms. Also included aretheforns forBorder City M lls
(Fall River Multiple Resource Area) which had been returned tous for boundary
justification and for Wbodbridge Street Historic District, South Hadl ey,
returned fortechnical corrections.

Sincerely,

Candace Jet SERVAYN
Preservati oQ*Pl anning Director ’ \ \V7

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

CJ/ hi
Encl osures






