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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Man Mound is located on the broad floodplain of an intermittent tributary

of the Baraboo River. The mound, in the shape of a human figure, was originally
discovered in 1859 by W. H. Canfield during a land survey. Canfield reported
his discovery to Increase A. Lapham who published a brief report on the site
entitled '"Man-Shaped Mounds in Wisconsin" (1859: 365-368). According to Lapham
the mound had the following appearance:

It represents, .... very clearly and decidedly, the human form, in

the act of walking, and with an expression of boldness and decision
which cannot be mistaken. The figure is no less than two hundred and
fourteen feet in length; the head is thirty feet long, the body one
hundred, and the legs eighty-four. The head lies towards the south,
and the motion is westward., All the lines of this most singular effigy
are curved gracefully, much care having been bestowed upon its con-
struction. The head is ornamented with two projections or horns,
giving a comical expression to the whole figure (1859: 365).'"" (See
attached manuscript map by Canfield ).

By 1905, a town road had been constructed across the mound, destroying most of the
legs and feet —- the northernmost fifty feet of the mound. 1In 1907, the site and
surrounding property were acquired by the Sauk County Historical Society and the
Wisconsin Archeological Society and were dedicated as a park on August 8, 1908
(Brown 1906; 1908). (See attached map of site by A. B. Stout).

With the exception of the destruction of its legs sometime prior to 1905 the
Man Mound remains as it was originally described by Lapham in 1859. The mound
is approximately two and one-half feet high.

No professional archeological excavations have been undertaken in or near this
site and there is no evidence of any nonprofessional excavations. With the ex-
ception of the brush and trees cleared from the mound and park area in 1908, the
erection of a viewing platform (date unknown) and several other park improvements
away from the mound itself, [see attached sketch map provided by the Sauk County
Planning Commission] there are no other known alterations that have occurred

at this site.
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Copies by W. H. Canfield, of his original surveys of the Man Mound and the

La Valle Man Mound.
N.D. Charles E. Brown Manuscript Collection (Sauk County), State Historical

Society of Wiscomsin.’
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of this site rests entirely in its sculptured form. Earth
mounds constructed by the Effigy Mound Culture in Wisconsin (AD 700 to AD 1000)
commonly represent various animals or linear and conical forms.
these mounds are usually found to contain human burials.

Upon excavation,

This human effigy mound is a rare example of effigy mound construction in Wisconsin
and is the only remaining prehistoric monumental representation of the human form

in the United States.

Based on an analysis of mythology and existing pictographs and petroglyphs, Peet
(1898) speculated that the effigy mounds in Wisconsin were constructed by the

ancestors of the Dakota Indians.

Since certain mound types occur only in certain

geographical areas and others appear to be clustered in certain areas, Peet felt

that these represented various clan territories.

explanation for the distribution of effigy mounds.

This remains the most acceptable

Peet claimed that there were a total of fifteen human effigy mounds in the south-

central Wisconsin area of Dane, Sauk and Columbia Counties.

This figure cannot

be verified by any of the documentation in his book, nor by the archeological site
records and manuscript collections housed at the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin. Doubtlessly, Peet fell prey to the common nineteenth century error

of mistaking certain bird effigy forms for human forms.

The only documented human effigy mounds known in Wisconsin are the Man Mound

and the La Valle Man Mound (Brown 1908:

140-141, Plate 3; see attached sketch

by Canfield). The La Valle Man Mound was obliterated by agricultural activity
in the late nineteenth century.



EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Brown, Charles E. 1906, "The desired purchase and preservation of the celebrated
Man Mound," Wisconsin Archeologist, 6(2): 45-46.

Brown, Charles E. 1908, "The preservation of the Man Mound," Wisconsin Archeologist,
7(4): 139-154.

Brown, Charles E., Manuscript Collections (Sauk County), Archives Division, State
Historical Society of Wisconsin.

EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA “pprovimstely -3acre - see 12678 phoue repont,

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __L#84cres
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,6] 1218,40,2,0 4,811,833, S

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NbRTHlNG
I NN T . e ol b Ll b o el b d

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of the nominated property coincide with those of the Man
Mound Park.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE-
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Richard W. Dexter, Archeologist -
ORGANIZATION  yjgtoric Preservation Division DATE
State Historical Society of Wisconsin January 3, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
816 State Street 608/262~2732
CITY OR TOWN ‘ STATE
Madison Wisconsin 53706

[BSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL X _ STATE_____ LOCAL ____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

| 1iTLe  Acting Director DATE \5"/////’77

State Historical Society of Wisconsin

GPO 892.453




Form No. 10-300a

|

{Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY ,
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 10"
RECEIVED MAY 1 8 1977
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ! s OV 3 0. 1978
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM are enreneD
CONTINUATION SHEET - 3 ITEM NUMBER 9  PAGE 1

Lapham, Increase A. 1859, '"Man-shaped mounds in Wisconsin," Wisconsin Historical

Collections, 4: 365-368.

Peet, Stephen D. 1898, Prehistoric America, Vol. II. Emblematic mounds and
animal effigies, Chicago: American Antiquarian Office.

Stout, A. B. 1906, "Summary of the archaeology of eastern Sauk County, Wisconsin,"

Wisconsin Archeologist 5(2): 246-247.




MAY 181877,

NATIONAL
REGISTER

D

0

SO

ik
~

.REBTSE’Gt |

A “Z-
il
©

W/U//@/ﬂ TR

BRUSH

BRUSH
A 4
Scale 1"=50' Approximale | ~——— Cedar ra\ Fence
Drawing of wan Mound 15 Free hand. o
d _ _ . o ] PARKING AREA
& | TrEES (Ex1sTING)
(."‘ P o : ¢
) ) TP\L‘LS.TO__\OC_P\QN ed
, ¥ Conifers Toke Q\cu\x’red
This sketch provided by - ’ .
~ the Sauk County Planning Department. .
‘ 2| Sumal To be P\qu*ed




