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The Casey House in Mountain Home is a well-constructed frame dog-trot built
circa 1858. Though styled like many pioneer homes in Arkansas, the Casey
House is unusual in the materials used in its construction. In contrast
to the rough-hewn logs used in most dog-trot style houses, the Casey House
is sheathed in clapboard siding with wide flush-board lining the central
breezeway. The rustic refinement is continued on the interior with wainscoting
used in both rooms.

The rectilinear floor plan of the Casey House contains two rooms separated

by an open breezeway. This typical dog-trot style structure has a wide
verandah across the front (east) elevation. A wood-shingled gable roof covers
the house and extends into a shed roof over the front verandah. Some additions
made to the house after it was constructed have been removed, thus restoring
the house to its original rectilinear & shape.

The facade is symmetrical and divided by the central breezeway. Each of the
two rooms has a single front entry with a transom over the paneled door.

Double hung sash windows with nine over six lights flank both entrances. A
simple wood moulding surrounds the doors and windows on the facade and the

two doorways opening off either side of the breezeway. Like the front entries,
the breezeway entries also have a transom above a single paneled door.

Twin chimneys once flanked the north and south elevations, rising above the

ridge line of the gable roof. The north chimney is no longer standing, but

the south chimney is still in place. This cut stone exterior: chimney covers
about one-third of the south elevation.

The interior of the Casey House has single-tier paneled wainscot in both
rooms. The wall surface above the wainscot was probably covered by wallpaper
when the house was constructed, and will be refinished as the restoration

of the house continues. Though damaged in some spots, the original wide
plank flooring is still in place. Opposite the breezeway entry in the south
room is a large stone fireplace. Built of cut stone like the chimney, this
fireplace has a rectangular shape with a wide keystone over the hearth.

The Casey House has been unoccupied for a number of years and is in a somewhat
deteriorated condition; however, Baxter County has recently purchased the
property and county funds are being used to repair and restore the house. Work
accomplished thus far consists of removing the ell addition on the north rear
elevation; re-~roofing the :structure with wood shingles, rebuilding the porch
floor on the verandah, and replacing some of the porch posts. Further
restoration work will be carried out as funds become available.

1
The Casey House is located on its original site, which is now a part of the
Baxter County fairgrounds. Colonel Casey's store, which was originally located
about thirty feet southeast of his house, is no longer standing and there"are
no visible remains of the structure. A chain link fence encloses the tree shaded
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lot on which the house rests and protects it from vandalism. Structurally,
the house is in fairly good condition, thus facilitating its restoration.
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The Casey House is the most important historic structure in the north Arkansas

town of Mountaln Home. About 1858 Colonel Randolph D. Casey built this two-

room dog—trot house for his family. On the same lot Colonel Casey built a
frame store, the first commercial structure in the Mountain Home area. This
small store also housed the first post office in Mountain Home and was the
site of the first court ever held in Baxter County. (Court records show that
the county paid Colonel Casey $7.00 rent per month for the use of his store.)
Though the o0ld store has long since disappeared, the nearby Casey House still
stands as a reminder of the early days in Mountain Home's history.

Architecturally, the Casey House is unusual in the use of construction materials

for its particular style. The house is constructed as a dog—trot with two
large rooms on either end separated by an open breezeway through the middle.
Across the facade is a long verandah supported by simple square posts. Most
pioneer homes built in this style were constructed entirely of rough hewn logs;
however, the Casey House was built with milled lumber over the log framlng.

Clapboard s1d1ng covers the exterior walls with flush-board lining the open

breezeway. The interiors are lined in flush-board over paneled wainscot. Transoms

over the paneled doors add to the refinement of the antebellum Casey House.

This architecturally interesting residence was built about 1858 in:the Rapp's
Barrens community. TIn 1855 Colonel Randolph D. Casey had moved his family
from their home in Hardeman County, Tennessee, to Marion County, Arkansas.
Colonel Casey opened the first store in the community and later built his home
nearby. Though the house and store remained unaltered, the community and

even the county around them changed. Rapp's Barrens became Mountain Home, and
in 1873 Baxter County was formed from parts of Marion and three other counties.

Randolph D. Casey was one of the eldest of a dozen children born to Hiram and
Catherine DePriest Casey. At age eighteen Randolph Casey married and began
farming in western Tennessee. In 1838 he was elected colonel of the 124th
Tennessee Militia, a title he carried -throughout his life. As a part of the
Tennessee Militia, Casey was involved in moving the Cherokees to the Indian
Nation.

Colonel Casey was elected clerk for Hardeman County in 1844, but in the next
decade moved his family west to Arkansas. Settling at Rapp's Barrens in 1855,
Casey was accompanied not only by his wife and children, but also by his
mother, Mrs. Catherine Casey, and his youngest brother, John M. Casey. As
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a medical doctor and the first postmaster in Mountain Home, the younger
Casey was also an important figure in early Baxter County history.

The store which Colonel Casey operated was quite successful, as is evidenced
in the official Marion County records. In 1860 Randolph Casey identified
himself as a merchant and valued his real and personal estates at several
thousand dollars. Ten years earlier he had registered as a farmer in the
1850 Tennessee census and valued his real estate at $2,000.00. Thus, his
move to Arkansas brought immediate financial success. Casey continued to
operate his store in Mountain Home until he sold out and retired in 1885.

According to Goodspeed, Colonel Casey enlisted in the fourteenth Confederate
Arkansas Infantry in 1861. After serving in Captain Adrian's Company, he
was honorably discharged at Corinth, Mississippi. In the years following
the Civil War Casey became involved in local politics. When Baxter County
was formed in 1873, Colonel Casey became its first representative to the
state legislature. ;

The Casey House, built more than a century and a quarter ago, remains in
good condition. Though architecturally important as a good example of a
dog-trot structure, the primary significance of the Casey House lies in its |
associations with persons and events in early Baxter County history. Within ~
the past decade the decendants of Colonel Casey have sold his home to /
Baxter County. When fully restored the house will be a meaningful monument
to Mountain Home's first citizen.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ARTANEAS

Date Entered

o 4
el %

Name

Horner, Bidney H., Fouse

(‘S?aey Heuse

Chigunm llouse

Also Notified

Hon. John L. McClellan
Hon., Dale Dumers

Yion. Bill Alexanderxr, Jr.
Ion., John P. Hammerschnide
Hon., Wilkwr D, Mills

Reglonal Director, Scuthwest Region

PR  MMott/je 12/9/75

el

Location

Halena
Phillips County

Hountain Fome
Baxtey County

1ittle Rock
Pulaski County

ftata Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Gene Richardson

Reting Divector

Dept. of Natural and Qultural Heriis
The 0ld Fiate House

300 ¥est Mariham

Iittle Tock, Azkansaz 72201

INT: 2950=75




+ NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

(DAMIE as it appears on federal register: (@ OTHER NAMES: ‘da}e'en'rv (@) county code:
Casey House 12=4=75 005
bGCATION street & number ity / town vicinity of state county (@NPs ReGION:
Fairgrounds off UsSe 62 - //iuntain Home “T AR Baxter Southwest
@ owner OrRvATE OsTATE COMUNICIBSC @POUNTY CIMULTIFLE DD FEDERAL(agency name) e : l@ADM'N'STRATOR:
@ EXlSTING sunvevs [:]m\ss DHAER D l@r NDED? ES MI@CONGR DISTRICT T I@SOURCE of NOMINATION WTE I FEDERAL

if state who prepared form?
SPHO

O LocAL CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONDITION Ddetel-iox-ated @ﬁhltered p‘origlnal site @teatures: z{;{suusumumr INTACT= SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 & CJSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT- 3
Uexcellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved S ONoT INTACT-O S0 NoT INTALT-O O RNOT INTACT - ©
Wg'ol‘)d Ounexposed Oreconstructed Dunknown WO UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN -5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Ofair Ounexcavated Oexcavated Z0INOT APPLICABLE=7 WO NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z O NOT APPLICABLE- ©

@ACCESS [WES-Restricted [] YES ~Unrestricted []No Access [JUnknown |@ADAPTIVE Use O¥es Ono[@  saven? Oves lls PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? [] yesfg

€) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : CJENGINEERING =11 O3 LANDSCAPE ARCH.= 15 [J POLITICS/GOVT.* 21 [JRECREATION -28 @CLA,IMS'- explain

[JARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric=2  [J COMMERCE =6 D) ENTERTAINMENT-26 O LAW=16 O RELIGION= 22 ‘/sz{,smtmm-zs i
\/éARCHEOLUGV-nistonc-I ) COMMUNICATIONS =7 (CJEXPLORATION =12 [3J LITERATURE=-17 O) SCIENCE- 23 DY URBAN PLANNING=31 | «gldest’ O
O AGRICULTURE -3 CJ CONSERVATION=8 [ HEALTH-27 O MILITARY - 18 0] SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE=-4 O ECONOMICS-29 O INDUSTRY=13 O MusIC- 19 O SOCIAL / CULTURAL - 30 ‘only® O
O ART=5 O EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION - 14 D PHILOSOPHY = 20 [ TRANSPORTATION =25 7 y
functions @ dates of initial construction:  C.. 1B ETHNIC GROUP
- 2 a ASSOCIATION
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT:  PRIVATE RESIDENCE : major alterations :
CURRENTLY: WNeccOP IED i historic events:
@architectural style(s): @arohitect: @master builder: @englneer:
VERNACULAR,
@landscape architect s garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: @builder/contract.or;
@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:
EVENTS:
INSTITUTIONAL:
@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP Frame, clapborrding; I-story, rechangolar, gabled rocf with Foll- width frant shed poreh?

extenor end chimoey,; Rant and hreezews entrances , exh with Hinsems and simple woldings ; N chimmey removed : by Sl uSe oF
rilled lunber for Oswal leg cnshuchion “Arot house. ; home of Col. ?anAolPh C. Cascy one of Mn—ﬂmh—ﬁd‘ Settlers.

@ town’s

reviewers iniﬁalsm date Q]Z] e IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBER& PUTON REVERSER




