FORM B BUILDING NiJ flO In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 116-L-17
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

| 1. Town Worcester
Address 65 Elm Street
Nane Charl es All en House

Present use offices
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number : J. & K Associates
Present owner 93 Witney Street
Nort hboi' o, i”a.—-01532

Description:
Dat e 1870
Source Albert Waite Papers
Expos. 25 Roll 14,
Sty le Second Empire
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to-nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features convex cm-ved mansard roof”
quoins, modillioned cornice, central

pavilion with pediment, capped window

I'rames

Altered »Colonial. Revival Date 1915
details added

Moved * No Date

OT”A: 5. Lot size: Assessors' Book 3, p.3". lot 1
12,186 sqg. ft.
One acreor less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage 100
Approximate distance of building from street
20'

Recorded by 7* & M. Seaman
—ed. BR Pfeiffer

Organi zation' “o*c* Heritage Pres. Soc.

Dat e February 1978.

(over)

3N-t-7-77



7. Original owner (if known)

Charles Alien's heirs

Original use residence

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  ff-j*c, nntinry)

Thenes (check as nmany as applicabl e)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Education Rel i gi on
Architectural o Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts. sett!|enent i nvention
Conmmrer ce I ndustry Soci al /

Conmuni cat i on Mlitary humani t ari an
Communi ty devel opnment Political Transportation

9 Historical significance (include explanation of thenes checked above)

10.

The Chalrles Allen House is a xmque exanpl e of Second Enpire architecture, con-
sisting of a square-plan main house with an el | centered on itsrear (north) wall.
The house's facade (south) contains a slightly projecting central pavilionwhichis
trimed with quoins and rises to a modillioned cornice and low pediment. Flanking
the pavilionat both stories are paired windows set in a single capped frame. The
roof of the house's main block is a convexly curved mansard with original hexagonal
pattern slates, panelled railing and incised decoration on itstrim In 1915
Colonial Revival style details (fanlighted main entry, Palladian w ndowin central
pavilion, Tuscan entry porch and terrace balustrade) were added to the house al ong
with a one-storey library addition on the building's east wall. The house renains
unaltered since these additions were carried out.

The Allen House is the second building to occupy this | ot; the first was a side-
hall Qeek Revival style house which was built by former Covernor Levi Lincoln and
sold to Charles Allen in 185".  Having been noved to nake way for the present struc-
ture, this first house now stands at #39 West Street (See Area Form#116-L, Lincoln
Estate - BHm park District). Charles Allen (1797-ca.l869)was a Worcester native
wio withdrew fromyYale University to study law with Samuel Burnside of Wrcester.
In 1818 Allen was admtted to the bar and from 1818 to 182" practiced law in Nw
Braintree, Mass. In 1824 Allen practiced law in Vforcester with John Davis (later
a governor of Massachusetts). After 1831 Allen carried on a private practice and
pursued an interest in politics. In 1829, 1833 and 1834 Allen was elected repre-
sentative from V/orcester to the Massachusetts General Court; in 1835 1836 and
1855- 1857 Al len served as a state senator. Between 1842 and 1844 Allen was a
local judge; in i860 he was appointed Chief Justice of the newy organized Su-
perior Court of Massachusetts and |ater was offered a seat inthe United States

Bi bl iography and/or references (such as |ocal histories, deeds, assessor's records, (cont.)

early maps, etc.)

City Atlases and directories

;Mbert Waite Papers .

Wrcester Historical Society. Biographical file (Allenand Rce obits).
Lincoln, W History of Worrcester, pp. 209 and 343 (Allen).



| N\VENTCRY FCRVI CONTI NUATI ON' SHEET Ceranunity: Form No:
MASSAG LEETTS H STCR CAL - COVBSI ON Worcester 116-L-14
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name  ~A~HSII

Indicate each item on inventoiy formwhich i s being continued bel ow

Suprene Court, which he refused. Allen also served as a United States Represen-
tative in 1849 and 1853 andwas a founder of the national Republican Party inthe
md-1850s. |t is possiblethat Charles Allen hadconsidered building this house
prior to his death andthat his heirs merely carried out existing plans.

After itsconpletionin 1870, #65 H mStreet was occupi ed by Charles Allen, Jr.,
Henry and Josephine (Allen) Rice andKatherine Allen. The only son of Charles
Al'len, Sr., Charles Allen, Jr., was a real estate agent anddied at the age of
36 years in 1873 Henry Rice, the senior Allen' s son-in-law, was a graduate of
Brown University who caneto Wrcester around 1850to0 study law with the Hon. Peter
Bacon and I raBarton. |n 1852, Rice started his own law office. 1n185S and I86l,
Rice served onthe city's Gwmon Council, i n 1859 and 1860 he served as a Wrcester
representative t o the Massachusetts General Court andi n 1879 and 1880 Rice was
a state senator. After Rice's death i nl89l, the house was occupied by his widoi*
until her death in 1894 and by Katherine Allen until her death in 1913* In 1915
the house was purchased by | raBarton who nade alterations andbuilt an addition,

described above.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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