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A three-story sandstone building erected in 1905-1009, the Opden
Post Office and Federal Building is a very well-preserved example of
the Federal goverﬁment’ use of the Classical Revival stylie.
Originally a square, symmetrical building three stories high and
five bays wide COQCTﬂ $323 000.00, the Ocder Post Office was
expanded in 1930 with the addition of four bays to the west and one
to the north, doubling the original size. On the original huilding,
the central pedimented three- bay projection on each facade was
divided by attached Corinthian columns {square on the east facade,
round on the south facade) to create a three-bay arch order. On the
rusticated first floor, helow, are the entrances: three pairs of
doors on the south facade, a ﬂoor flanked by two windows on the
cast. Although the addition to the north and west, done in the
1930s matches the style of the original (reproducing even the
pedimented pavillion on the new west facade) the loss of symmetry
represents a compromise with the need for more space.

The most important elements of the interior are the two-stovy
courtrooms with original! wood paneling, ands the or1g1n31 marhle
interior of the main floor lobb by. The chandeliers have heen veﬂcvaﬁ
from the courtrooms, »LOugh original fixtures remain in some of the
nall and office areas.

The second, third and fourth floors are organized around 1lipght
wells above first floor skylights. The mechanical equipment i
the east half of the basement {loor. The three elevators in the

building are very old; only one is working. The second {loor office
ceilings are thirteen feet high, the third floor eight and a half

feet. The Fourth Floor on the cast side is unfinished storage space
with low ceilings, and only the southwest part may be usabie for
offices.

The Post Office was sold by the General Services Administration
with deed restrictions requiring preservation of the facades and the
significant interior spaces, and sub}ét to revicw by the State
Historic Preservastion Officer. The few owner plans a restoration
as a mixed use commercial! building,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ogden Post Office and Federal Building is one of two fine
Classical Revival federal buildings in Utah (the other is the Salt
Lake City Federal building). Its significance is based on the
rarity of usage of this particular style in Utah and hecause the
building symbolizes federal presence in a city which owes its
prosperity to extensive federal installations in the area.

With the establishment of Ogden as a major rail center in 1869,
the city rapidly became the principal metropolis for Utah
territory's non-Mormon population., In the years prior to the
issuance of the 1890 Manifesto that ended the Mormon Church's
practice of polygamy, federal authority in Utah was strongest in
this "Gentile" stronghold. This long identification with the
federal government was repaid when Ogden was chosen to be the site
of a federal building and post office on a par with that plamned for
the much larger Salt Lake City. These two structures, incidentally,
were the first federally owned structures (other than military) in
Utah. Previously the federal government had made do with homes,
rented buildings, and space in county courthouses. But the erection
of these two buildings meant the inclusion of Utah into the national
body politic was being marked by buildings that asserted the
importance of the Union, and, of course, designed to impress
citizens with the power of the federal government through the use of
a style that underlines the political concepts of republicanism and
democracy that derived from Rome and Greece.

The new federal building in Ogden marked the increasing
importance of direct Federal superivsion over many aspects of the
national life that had hitherto gone unregulatd or had been dealt
with by a distant authority. The federal government would,
throughout the early years of this century, move into the Ogden area
in even greater force, but its presence is still symbolized by this
majestic building . . . still in use as late as 1975.
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Ogden U.S. Post Office and Court House

Verbal Building Description.

Beginning at the Southeast corner of Lot 1 in Block 33, Plat "A" of Ogden
City Survey and running North 140 feet, then West 167.85 feet, then South 140
feet, then West 167.85 feet, then South 140 feet then East 167.85 feet, to
beginning.

Area less than one acre.



