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Histohc Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide H”ocally. (O See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Massachusetts Histoncal Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteha. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
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_ public-local _ district
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_ public-Federal __structure
_ object
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(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

fi. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMFSTIC: single dwellinQ

7, Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categones from instructions)

FEDERAL

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
A .building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categones from instructions)

NnOMFSTIC: single dwelling

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation granite

walls wood - shingle

roof _

other.
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7. DESCRIPTION
I ntroduction

The ca 1800 Federd-gyle Bennett-Shattuck House (photo #1) is located in Groton, Massachusetts on Martins
Pond Road, alightly traveled winding lane inthe northeast part of the town. The 2/2-gory Sde-gabled, double-
pile house hes apos and beam frame, agohdt shingle roof, wood shingle exterior walls, and a foundation of
split granite with fieldstone. A three-bay, two-story 15x 30" parallel gabled addition or ell wes added ca 1900
to the eedt elevation of the main block and is st back 15' from the plane of the facade. The principa decorative
dements are the symmetrica fenestration in the facade and the center entry surround with its pilagters, transom
and full entablature. The landscgpe surrounding the house is agriculturd fiel dsand forest. Baddacook Pond is
800" south of the house. Floyd Hill (dso cdled Bardock Hill), adrumlin with an devation of 360 feet, risss in
the rear or north.

The house wes pat of a farm edablished on the dSte by the early 18" century. The dry-lad split granite
foundation of a bam exists across the road. The bam bumed in 1930. Evidence of other buildings and the
foundation of a sllo d0 exig inthis area The parcd south of the road comprises gpproximately 30 acres and
wes historically assodaed with the house parcd. This was subdivided and bought by the town for use as
consarvation land in 1999. The house is in fair condition and retans integrity of location, desgn, setting,
workmanship, feeling, and association. Origina dapboards were covered in the early 20" century with wood
shingles.

Exterior

The Bennett-Shattuck House is arectangular, five by three-bay, Sde-gabled, 2/2-gory form distinguished by the
Federd style symmetrica fenestration and by the classca center entry surround (photo #3). The plan of the
main block is goproximately 40" wide by 30' degp. The el a the eet 9de is a three-bay, Sde-gabled form of
two stories measuring 30" wideby 15 degp (photo #6). The ell is st back 15' from the plane of the faBade of
the Fedad gyle block. The ground dopes up behind and to the eet of the building, resulting in a dope
immediately behind the main block of the house. The first story of the ell is built into the bank. Secondary
masxes congs of the four by four foot, shed roofed outhouse atached to the northwest comer and the stout
center brick chimney measuring 45"'x54" x45".

Federd gyle decoraive dements ae restrained. Mogt striking is the symmetrica fenedtration in the facade.

The center entry hes classicd trim inthe form of pilasters with Doric cgps, amolded transom bar supporting the
five pane transom light with architrave, frieze, and cornice above (photo #5). Theroof-wall junction of the

(continued)
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facade is articulated by classca bed molding & the eave and crown molding asove. Plain comer boards mark
the edgesof the fafade. The center entry has a Sx-panel wood door that is 3'6" inwidth. A rectangular dab of
granite sarves as afront gep.

Openings are symmetrical on the main block of the house Fenedration in the facade conggs of fivewindows
with 6 doublehung sash which light the second gory, and four which light thefir st(photo #4). The princpal
entry with transom light occupies the center bay of thefirst gory. Two cdlar windows with four-pane fixed
sash exigd bdow the facade The west sde wall hasthreewindows in the sscond gory and two in thefir stgory,
al with 66 doublehung sash. Thenorth opening of the fir st gory of the west devation has adoar with plain
trim and a four-pane transom (photo #7). Theeat devation has two 6/6 doublehung sash on a@the dory.

Facade and sde-wall windows measure agpproximatdy 33' x 60'. Attic windows in the Sde-gable pegksare 6/6
doublehung sash inthe ees and 6/8 in thewed. Openingsin therear devation aefilled with 69 doublehung

sash meaauring 25" x 55'. Windows in the ssoond dory of the dl are 6/6 double hung sash measuring 33" x
68'. Firg dory openings in the dl areless symmerical, induding sx and 12-panefixed sash and adoor in the
wed end. A pededrian door and boarded window opening pier ce the second dory of the dl a the banked eest
end. Windowsagppear to beoriginal (photo #8).

Theroof is sheethed inasphdt shingles. Exterior walls of the main block are sheathed in wood shingles applied
over origina wood clapboards. Walls of the ell are wood shingles and horizonta flushboarda the first sory of
the front elevation(photo #9). Foundation materids in the main block are rectangular dabs of split granite a
grade with fieldstone construction below. Foundation materids in the ell are concrete with some brick and
fieldstone.

Interior

The two-pile floor plan of the main block of the house is aranged around the centra brick chimney which
meeaures gpproximately eight feet on adde. The first floor hes two rooms measuring 14'x16' that face south
and flank the center gair hall. The easterly of these rooms is the more formal judging by the chair rail that cgps
the wainscoting, the increased height of the bassboard, enhanced beeded carving in the mantd and double
window and door casngs separated by amolding. The westerly room lacks the chair rail aop the wainscoting,
hes a shdlower bassboard, more smply trimmed mantel, and single molding around window and door openings
(photo #10). Thewesterly room contains acrane for cooking in thefireplaceand abake ovenwith ah pit. First
floor roomsflanking the stair hall gppeer to retain origina Federd styletrim with quirked moldings.

The center gair hall measures approximatdy nine feet by four fest and gives access to the main daircae The
rectangular daircase winds 180 degress with two squared comer's and three sections of handrail supported by
three dongated coumnar newd pods the largest of which is located a the bottom. Pods balugers treads
risersand nodng gopear to be origina (photo #13).

(continued)
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The rear or north of thefir stfloor plan conads of a 30'xl12' recently remodded kitchen which retains some
higoric trim around the west and ees doors (photo #14). Higoric trim also survives and around the fir eplace
which is large than athersin the house and retainsits crane, bake oven and ash pit (photo #15).

The northeest comer of the first floor plan hes afive by ten foot former pantry (now a bathroom), four by ten
foot hallway connecting the kitchen with the eest Sde ell and flights of gairs rising to the sscond floor and
descending to the cdllar (photo #16). These sarvice aress ae divided by wood plank walls that gopeer to be
origina and have evidence of the beaeded trim found dsawhere in the house The halway hes two layers of
historic wallpaper. The outer layer hes mid 19" century Moorish arch desgns that frame soanes dominated by
leafy vegetation and onion-domed architecture. Remnants of vivid blue and red color survive in some places
dthough it is mostly faded to a dark brown. Walpaper below this has soenes of white dasscd gauary and
architecture. The uneven nature of the hand-blocked prints and the subject matter suggest it was gpplied around
the timeof constmction.

Second floor rooms & the front (south) of the house ae nearly identical in Sze and layout to those beow

dthough no wainscoting exists.  Single caangs surround window and door openings.  Also,fireplaceson the
soond floor are smdler than on the first but retain the Rumford desgn and quirked molding in mantds
desgned after pattems by Asher Benjamin that gopear as plate XVII in The Country Builder's Assgant. The
rear of the sscond floor hes & its northwest comer aroom & that is smdler than those in the front of the plan

and gppearsto be part of the historic floorplanjudging by the matching trim and the Federd style panded door.

The northeastem section of the sacond floor is unfinished, lacking plaster or trim. On the eet wall adoor gives
aooess to the ell.  Between these two goaces ae adosat and bathroom of modem constmction.

The chimney hes on each floor threefireplacesfacing eest, west and north. The largest is in the kitchen and
meesures four feet in height by Sx feet inwidth. Thebrick hearth extendstwo feet into the room & aleve flush
with the floor. A bake oven with domed brick roof and ash pit below are built into the chimney on the eest Sde
of the modified Rumford style firebox. The plain surround is historic and has a samooth board trimmed with a
sngle piece of molding and no mantle. Eagt and west rooms on the first floor have three by four-foot fireplaces
with shdlow brick heaths. The eed fireplace hes a shdlow mantd and ornamenta trim with intricate
geometric pattems carved a the comers. The wedtfireplacehes plain molded trim and mantd with an oven and
ah pit amilar to the kitchen. Second floor fireplacesin the eest and wes rooms are smdler than those on the
first floor, measuring approximately two by three feet (photo #12, 20). These dso have smple trim and
shdlow mantles. The northfireplaceon the sscond floor hes no wood trim or omamental surround. All have
modified Rumford stylefireboxeswith flared chesks and anoke shdves.

Interior doors are four-pand desgnsthat gpopeer to be from the timeof original constmction and haveflat pands
on one dde with feather-edged pandson the reverse (photo #11). Doors of thistype exist in 13 locations on the
first and second floors. Cabinets were built during original constmction into the wallsin somelocations. Two
by three-foot doors accessthe st of six-foot high recessad shelves adjacent to thefireplacein the eest room on
the first floor. A second smdler cabinet ison the opposte Sde of thefireplaceand hes asingle door. Similar
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(continued)
features are found in the west room on the first floor and inthe front hall a the upper landing (photo #21). A
full-sizeinterior door gives accessto anarrow doset in the eest second floor room.

Hoors in every room except the recently remodded kitchen have historic wide pine boards. Severd types of
latches exigt, the oldest of which gppear to be hand-hammered wrought iron in abeen leaf form (photo #18).
Some have been replaced with recycled Federd period iron laiches. Hand riven lath is in evidence throughout
the house and gppearsto retain original plagter.

The interior of the 15'x30" ell includes open rooms on both floors. The first floor was historically aworkshop
and 20 remans entirely unfinished (photo #19). Expossd suds and un-milled degpersof the balloon frame give
the gppearance of the interior of abam. The rear wall, which retains the devated grade of the back yard, is
poured concrete that might have been intended to reinforce a failing dry-laid sone foundation. It isunknown
when thiswas built. The west wall is dry ladfieldstoneand retains the devated ground of the Sde yard. This
wall hes large ggpsin the masonry and is bowed inward. An opening in the concrete rear wall leedsto an gople
cdlar. The subterranean mortaredfi el dstoneroom meesures gpproximately 10'x15" and hes the arched form of
abard vault. A two-foot square recesson of undetermined use is built into the rear wall. The second floor of
the el dso hes badloon frame constmcfion of two by four dimensond lumber. Walls ae unfinished and are
open to the rafters. Doors are located a ether end of the narrow room. Three double-hung windows light both
the north and south walls.

An outhouse, now temporarily detached, was on the northwest comer and accessad through a door in the back
wall of the kitchen. The outhouse has a shed roof and meesures four feet by four feet. Dry laid done retaining
walls have been built inthe yard in three locations. The mog intact is an L-shgped retaining wall of Six feet in
height and 20" in length located on the north (rear) sde of the housea thejunction of the main house ad the ell
(photo #23). A seocond wall is 15' long and retains abank of earth a the eest end of the ell. This hes mostly
collapsed. A third wall, partialy collapsed, retains afour foot high bank of earth west of the main house. This
wall hes alength of approximately 70'.

Omamentd plantings ae scattered across the yard. The densest concentration exigs in the bank of earth
immediately behind the main block of the house. Additiona plantings, some dating from the 1950s are located
acrossthe road. Deterioration of some framing components in the second story of the ell has occurred.  Part of
the south top plate hes failed and caused leeks which have been temporarily patched.

Regtoration

The house is currently undergoing restoration. Plans for the project include retention of mog major exterior
architectura dements such as windows, doors and trim, comer and eave trim, chimney and the ell. The front
door hes been replaced in kind (wood six-pand unit of neer identical dimensons) and the classcd surround
remans intact. Exisfing wood shingles, a 1930saddifion, will likely be removed to expose underlying hand cut

(continued)
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dgpboards. Foundation sones under the rear (north) of the main block of the house ran only asngle course in
depth and 90 were removed.  Earth was excavated to accommodate a poured concrete foundafion and crawl-
goace under the kitchen. O&k sillswere replaced with modem pressure treated lumber. Lath and plagter in the
kitchen ceiling and walls hes been replaced with drywall. Kitchenfl oorshave been replaced with modem wide
pine boards  Modem built-in cabinets and gppliances have been installed. The former pantry isnow inue asa
bathroom. Walls dividing the northeest comer of the main block of the house into hall, stairs, and bathroom
retain historic dimensons, doors, and door locations. Interior plaster and wood trim in remaining rooms gppear
to be origina and have been retained. The dirt driveway hes been relocated from the half-circle in front of the
main entry to a30'x30' gravel lot by the ell. The first sory of the south elevation of the atached ghed has been
rebuilt usng lumber to match the original. Windows were removed during the work and the historic sseh
replaced inthe original locations. The grade of the landscgpe remains as it was prior to the gart of restoration
efforts. Surrounding agricultural fields, now owned by the town, are to be maintained as open land, thereby
preserving the setting.

The gone bam foundation across Martins Pond Road (photo #2), once part of the Bennett-Shattuck farm, will

dso beretained. Thisis owned by the town of Groton and occupies a sgparate parcel. The foundation conssts
of large hand split boulders with smaler chinking sones between. The northwest comer hes collgpsed into the
interior but the remaining walls survive intact. It meeaures gpproximatdy 30" x 40" and retains awall of eight

feet & its highest point. Granite piers that formerly supported the building remain but are no longer in a
danding position. A former trashpit containing metal, glass and mbber trash exists on an embankment behind

or south of the former driveway to the bam. A circular silo foundation and driveway lined infieldstonedso
exig.

Additional evidence of outbuildings exists on the south Sde of Martins Pond Road including granite foundation
dones m the ground adjacent to the road. No buildings reman on this parcd. A well that isno longer in ue
exigs a the southwest comer of the house. A historic photograph shows awell house covering the well as late
& the 1930s

Archaeological Description

While no ancdient Native American Stes are currently known on the Bennett-Shattuck House property, Stesmay
be present. One dte isknowninthe generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of the
property represent locational criteria(dope, soil dranage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the
presence of Native Stes. The house and farm are located on awell drained, level to moderately doping terrace
in dose proximity to wetlands. Wooded svampslie lessthan 1,000 feet west of the property and Baddacook
Pond liesasmilar distance to the southeest. The arealies within the Nashua River/Merrimack River drainege.
Given the aboveinformation, the Sze of the property (1.8 acres), historic land use from the existing and eexlier
farm, and known regiona pattems of Native American settlement, amoderate to high potential exigsfor
locating ancient Native American resources on the property.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Bennett-Shattuck House
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Groton (Middlesex), MA

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section Z Page £

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Bennett-Shattuck House property.
Stmctura evidence from an earlier 18 century farmhouse may exist on the property. That house burned in
1811 and the existing house may have been built completely or partialy on the earlier foundation. Stmctura
evidence may exist from an 18" century bam on the north sde of Martins Pond Road; however, the locationa
pattem of the bam assodated with the existing house on the south Sde of the road may haveits origins with the
18" century house. Archaeologica evidence of outbuildings and occupationd related festures (trash pits,
privies, wells) may exig that were associated with the no longer extant 8% century house and the existing
cal812 hous=

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary

The Bennett-Shattuck housewas built ca 1812, possibly on an existing foundation to replace aburned farmhouse. The
builder, according to loca historians, was Josgph Sawldl, who is thought to be responsible for construction of severd

Federd style homes in the region, many of which retain distinctive features. These include symmetrica fenestration,
cdasscd moldingsand trim dements all of which demondrate the influenceof the 18 and 19 century desgner Asher
Benjamin. Farmer Josgph Bennett and his family raised livestock and subsstence crops from the time of the house's
congruction until 1838. The family of John Sawtdl farmed the land, raising goples, livestock and crops from 1833
until ca 1865. Some shorter term owners fanned the land before selling the property to Arthur W. and Eliza B.

Shattuck in 1879. The Shattucks and their children continued the agricultural activities begun by the Bennetts and

occupied the house into the sscond half of the 2 century. Sude H. Shattuck was the final member of the family to
live here until her death in 1967. Subsequently owned and farmed by mambers of Groton's Lewis and Van Hoogen
families, the houseremained adte of crop and livestock husbandry until ca 1989.

The house retans integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeing and association, theréby making it
eigible for the Nationa Regiser under Criteria A and C & the locad level. Propertiesjustify listing under criterion A

when asodaed with trends and events that have made a contribution to broad pattems of history. The Bennett-
Shattuck House hed been the resdence of Groton farm families for nearly two centuries, associating it with ssesond

pattems of planting and harvest that was a common way of living for many resdents until the mid 20" century. Also,

the house is significant under criterion C for its embodiment of distinctive characterigtics of Fedard syle design from
the early 1 century. Its symmetrical fenedtration, classcal entry surround, integrity of materiads, and agricultura
setting are characterigtic dements of farmhouses from the period. Additional Federd syle characteridtics exist on the
interior that were inspired by illustrations in Asher Benjamin's The Country Builder's Assdant These includefour
pand doors, molding profiles, fireplace surrounds, windows, and other joinery. In addition to the above-mentioned

woodwork which closdy resembles the plates in Benjamin's work, proportions of rooms that the author suggestsfor a
hous=240' in width are observed in the Bennett-Shattuck House. The period of significanceis from 1812-1955.

Narrative

Groton began itsexigence inthe 171 century as avillage a the edge of the frontier, settled by around 10 families from
Watertown, Massachusatts and incorporated in 1655. Congdered attractive for itstillable land and meadows, the town
clamed 350 reddents by 1675. The danger to colonigs posed by King Philip's War in 1676 resulted in the
abandonment of the town. Ongoing conflicts during the 17" and early 18" centuries between European sdttlers and
Native Americans contained the pace of growth in Groton until ca 1730, after which time, westering Colonists
migrating from coastd towns expanded the regiona population bese. The number of resdents in Groton excesded
1400 by 1675. Newly arrived sttlers tended to perpetuate regiond agricultura practices of raisng livestock, com,

(continued)
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beans, goples and other subsgtence crops.  Given the conjecture that Martins Pond Road came into ue as aNdtive
American highland trail route during the Contact Period (1500-1620), it may have been during the 17" or early 18"
century that the initial house was built on the ste of 663 Martins Pond Road. A property desd from 1738 describesa
house on or neer the north sde of the road and a bam on the south Sde, a characterigtic the property retained into the
™ century.

Francis Marion Boutwell, one of Groton's severd historians, wrote a booklet in 1890 aout old houses in his
hometown, cdled "People and Their Homes in Groton. Massachusetts in Olden Times" The contents include
anecdotes basad on recollections of aging and long-time resdents including Miss Elizabeth Famsworth among others.
Regarding the Bennett-Shattuck House, Boutwell notes that Miss Farnsworth recaled that the owner in the autumn of
1811. Josgph Bennett, was traveling to Charlestown with aload of produce when he sensad trouble a home and turned
around & Bedford. Upon his return he found his house destroyed by fire and one of his children bumed to desth. The
current house is presumed to have been built the following spring on all or part of the old foundation. Property desds
do not indicate specifically that the house was bumed dthough there was a transfer in 1813 of the property from co-
ownership by two Bennett brothers to sole ownership by Joseph Bennett.  Destmction of the house by fire may have
caussd Jonathan Bennett to convey his interest in the property to his brother. Also, Groton assessor's records from
1809-1812 indicate a seedy valuation of $1350 and an increeseto $1500 in 1813. further suggedting this as the date of
congtruction for the new house,

Locd higorians indicate the Bennett-Shattuck House wes likely constmcted by the housewright Joseph Sawtdl (1755-
1844), builder and occupant of his own Federd style house on Old Ayer Road in Groton. While it has not been
possble to axcatan the fact, details of structure, desgn and interior finish in the Sawtdl House bear a strong
resemblance to those in the Bennett-Shattuck House and suggest Mr. Sawtdll as the builder. Also, according to
Virginia May's book Groton Houses, reminiscences by 88-year-old Groton resdent Josgph Raddin recorded in 1930
were that the Bennett-Shattuck House was built by an unspecified member of the Sawtdll Family. While serving inthe
inilitary during the Revolutionary War, Josgph Sawtell marched to Concord from Littleton on April 19, 1775. He
moved to Groton shortly after the war and bought a 45-acre parcd of land for a house, the desd for which describes
him as a housewright. Mr. Sawtell was admitted to the Congregational Church in 1787 and wes dected deecon in
1811. Dedgn (with the ad of Asher Benjamin's builder's guides) and constmction of severd additional Groton
buildings, mostly resdences, are accredited to Mr. Sawtell. A brief description of the Bennett-Shattuck House shortly
after the time of congtruction, mede by the lawyer, historian, and surveyor Caeb Buitler as part of his field notesfor the
1829 megp of Groton, notes a two-story building painted yellow with a sngle chimney and five windows across the
faBade. The house reaans thee characteristics including goarse flakes of yellow paint on expossd sections of the
dagpboard sding under the shingles exterior.

Josgph Bennett (ca 1771-1828) was described as ayeoman inthe 1800 property desd conveying the Bennett-Shattuck
House's predecessor dwelling to him and his brother Jonathan from Roya Blood. The property a that time conssted
of buildings. 70 aores of orchards, mowing, plow land, pasture and woodland and is describes as being two parcels,
one north of the road and one on the southerly sde of it. According to federa census schedules from 1810 and 1820,
the Bennett house had nine occupants including Josgph's wife Sally, daughters Betsy and Emiline and two sons, Josah

(continued)
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and James Mr. Bennett gopearsto have been a successful farmer and busnessman, having accumulated by the time of

his death, in addition to his own farm, two additiona fams of 50 ard 160 acres, a church pew in the Old

Meetinghouse, two pews and a horse gdl inthe Union Medtinghouse. His persond estate included Windsor chairs,

mahogany fumiture, aslver tea service, and aclock, all of which suggest some level of domedtic refinement, athough
vauations for the house were among the middle range for farms in Groton. Farming equipment listed in probate

records includes, among other incidentals, wagons for use by horses and oxen, 25 cider barrds ad aloom. (Wear

marks in the floor and the unfinished nature of the reer room upgtairs uggest it as the location for the loom or other

domedtic work-related machinery) Produce on the farm in 1828 included rye, hay, com, beans, potatoes, vinegar ad

cider (two gpple trees continue to exigt in the yard and may have been planted during the period). Livestock included
oxen, horses, cows, swine, and shegp. The varied contents of the probate inventory suggest a self-sufficient farming
operation of the type edablished across Massschusatts starting in the Colonia Period.  Descendants of Mr. Bennett

sold the property to the neighboring farmer John Sawtedll in 1838 (no known relation to the housewright Joseph

Sawtdl).

John Sawtdll (ca 1796-1865) occupied the farm from 1838 until his desth in 1865. During thet time, he kept horses,
cows and oxen in numbers comparable to many Groton farmersaccording to tax vauations of his property and those of
others. The 1850 agricultura schedule of the federa cenausindicates he dso kept swine and shegp. The same records
show he grew rye, com, oas, pees beans potatoes, and hay. Mr. Sawtdl sheared his shegp for wool and dso mede
butter. The mounts of these products tended to be around the average for Groton farmers except for the higher than
average amount of butter and hay, indicating a focus on dairy farming. Agricultural schedules for 1860 ae smilar to
those from 1850 except for the gopearance of orchard produce, particularly gpples, of which Mr. Sawtell harvested
$200 worth. Thismay be indicative of the farmer's effort to raise cash crops rather than continuing to rely soldy on
subgdence crops. Mr. Sawtdl's listing in state census records show that his wife Sarah died around 1860, after which
he occupied the house with his relative S Lucretia, Edward P. and Sarah V. Sawtdll. After Mr. Sawtdll's degth,
sverd subssgquatt owners enjoyed shorter tenure on the farm over the ensuing 11 years. These included Orrin
Bennett, Frederick H. Carpenter, Reuben Lewis, David Fosdick J. (the Unitarian Minister), and Pater D. and Anna
Eyleshimer. The Eyleshimers sold to Arthur W. and and Eliza B. Shaituck in 1876. The Shattuck family would
continue to occupy the house for over 90 years Around 1870, the population of Groton had climbed to nearly 3600
resdents. That number was reduced to around 2000 after 1871 with the sgparation of the manufacturing village of
Ayer, formerly caled South Groton or Groton Junction.

Arthur W. Shattuck (1848-1926), who grew up dose by on Martins Pond Road a the farm of his parents, Noah ad
Pmdence, and Eliza B. Mason Shaituck (1854-1926), who waas born in New Y ork and moved to Groton from Harvard,
were married inthe mid 1870s. They bought 100 acreswith buildings, including the Bennett-Shattuck houss, barn on
the south sde of the road and a shed, for $3800. The Shattucks were taxed in 1878 for ownership of two horsesand
eght cows, ardatively smal amount of livestock compared to other farmers in the town. The amount of livestock
increesed over time and ultimately included sheep, swine, and fowls in numbers comparadle to other Groton resdents.
The Shattucks tended to have a larger number of fowls than their neighbors but fewer horses, oxen, and bulls. The
buildings were valued a $1200 in 1880 but the amount increased to $1500 in 1881, suggesting some stmctural

(continued)
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Improvements were carried out a that time. This may reflect the construction on the east Sde addition athough no
specific mention of it is maede intax records. The type of lumber and method of construction usad inthe shed addition
ae commensurate with the 1830 date. In 1880. Arthur and Eliza lived with a 14 year old rdative of Eliza's named
Clara and sarvant/laborers named John Lock and Oscar Burgess according to federa censusrecords. By 1890, they
hed children named Suge (1881-1967) and Mary (1882-1956) and by 1900, the Shattucks hed athird child named
Arthur Mason (1894-1963). The Shattuck family continued to eam their living from their smal dairy herd and flock of
fowls. Ther orchad was dso productive and well-known enough to recelve mention the newpeper the Groton
Landmark in 1902 when Arthur fell from an gople tree. He was noted as having "picked many goplesinhis life". In
1906, the oldest child, Suse Haswell Shattuck, acquired her own herd of livestock, aflock of chickens and by 1910, a
the age of around 29. e became the legd owner of what was caled Baddacook Farm, named after a nearby pond.
Her parents continued to live on the farm, but Suse kept the accounts, bought and sold livestock and maneged the
farm.

From 1912 until a leest 1916, Sude kept highly detalled records of all the family's expenditures and income. From
thexe it is possble to know that she maneged not only her younger brother Mason in his work as a sawyer, plowman,
teamgter of logs and hay, but but her father Arthur in his farming duties. No mention is mede of Eliza Shattuck in the
account book. In her role as farmer, Sude contracted for construction of a new slo in 1915, indicating the ongoing
dary activity (she owned 10 cows a thistime). The circular concrete foundation of the silo exigts to the south of the
bam foundation on the south sde of Martins Pond Road. The first mention of electricity a the house gopearsin the
acoount book in 1914. one of the more significant changesto the houseinthat period. Some existingfixturesin rooms
on the second floor may date from that time, a suppodtion basad on the fixtures similarity to examples in a catdog
from 1915. Suge recorded in the account book the many secondary sources of income from Baddecook Farm which
included trading horses, boarding cows, selling chickens, eggs, milk, a duck, vegetables, and & least saven varieties of
aoples, frequently by the barrel. Mason augmented his income by hunting and trapping. Groton's population in the
1920s remained around 2200, most of whom worked as farmers dthough a busy town center exited where Susedid
her shopping.

During the early 20" century, there was little expenditure on any of the farm buildings, including the house. Giventhe
detail of the entries in the account book, it is likely that any significant outlay for building materids or repar supplies
would have bean included, but only the eectrical fixturesand a door latch were mentioned.  This suggests the house
remained largely unchanged during the time of Susés ownership from 1910-1967. Indeed the suppodtion is borne
out by examination of the house itself. Most interior features, such as door and window trim, floors, mantds, dars
and baugers reman intact. The floorplan hes survived with minima ateration athough, bassd on the pattem of
flooring materids, some changes, the nature of which are not dear, took place in the rear of the first floor (now the
kitchen). While the exterior of the house retans historic window and door trim, wood shingles were added in the
1930s Entries in the account book end in 1916, thus precluding any information about the exect date of the shingles
or other improvements such as the oil burning furnace ingtaled in the 1940s of 1980s or the outhouse built in the
1930s The mog significant change to the gopearance of the property in the 20" century was the destmction by fire of
the bam on the south Sde of Martins Pond Road in 1930.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Bennett-Shattuck House
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Groton (Middlesex), MA

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section number a  Page 5

Sude Shatuck died in 1967, leaving her property to her doctor, F. Woodward Lewis of Groton Center.  Dr. Lewis
maintained but did not occupy the house. In 1973, Dr. Lewiss daughter and son in law, Sarah and Phil Van Hoogen
moved into the house and remained until 1989. The Van Hoogens farmed the land on a smdl scde and kept cows,
shdtered by a shed that hes dnce been demalished, in the 20 aore field on the south dde of the road, thereby
perpetuating the historical agricultural associaions well into the 20" century. The Van Hoogens mede minor changes
to the interior, including adding plumbing for a kitchen in the rear of the first floor and bathroom on the sscond floor.
The exterior remained undtered from its 1930 shingled condition. Thus the house hes retained a grest majority of the
featuresfrom the 19" century and from the time of construction in 1812.

Concluson

The higtorical sgnificance of Bennett-Shattuck House is based on retention, through nearly two centuries of

agricultural use, of its associaion with farming activities in Groton. The variety of livestock and subsstence crops
rased by the Bennett family in the Pre-Industrial Period is indicative of the economic pattems of farming prior to the
advent of the raillroad. At that time, farmers were likely to cultivate or to hand craft items they might have needed, a
patten of subsstence put into place during the Colonia Period. Crops of goples and butter rased by the Sawtdls
mark the change from Pre-Industrial subsstence farming to a focus on cash crops which wes typica of the Industrial

Period. By the mid 19" century, farmers were adle to raise large quantities of a single crop and sl it aroad. This
was due to the improved rail-based distribution network and to increesng markets in cites such as Boston and Lowell.

The Shattucks pattem of mixing agriculture, trade and samdl-scde retail activity is indicative of thefinancial coping
methods forced on farmers in the late 19 and early 20" centuries by a reative decreese in farm productivity,
competition with large-scde Midwestern farms and the market besad food distribution sygdem engendered by

improving transportation networks. This was the final phase of agricultural productivity around the Bennett-Shattuck

House prior to Groton's gradud ateration from farming town to modem residential suburb.

The Bennett-Shattuck House is dso significant for its high level of integrity of both interior and exterior architectura
features. The presarvation of these dements and materids may be a hgppengance of farming productivity on the
decline. Families in New England with little financial wherewitha were unlikely to soend on such things as home
improvement, remodeling or significant structural changesfor their own sske. The Shattucks ability and willingness to
make do during the initial decline in agricultural productivity. Dr. Lewis benign sewardship in the mid 20" century
and the Van Hoogens minimal dterations inthe 1970sresulted in awdl-presarved Federd syle famhouse

Regoration efforts starting in 2000 have included sseh repair, addition of a concrete foundation under the reer wall of
the house, restoration of interior and some exterior trim. The restoration istaking place under guidelines s forthin a
preservafion restriction overseen by the Groton Historical Commission. Redtrictions preclude the gpplication of vinyl
sding, skylightsetc., and require that the GHC review any significant work on the house

The sler of the Bennett-Shattuck House in 2000 was the Groton Land Foundation, a subgdiary of the non-profit
Groton Consarvation Tmst, whose mission is to preserve historic and other culturally significant landscgpes in the
town. The GLF bought approximately half of the 100 acresformerly belonging to the property, and subdivided the

(continued)
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Bennett-Shattuck House on a 18 acre lot while a the sametime creeting four others to the north, which they sold to
finance the purchase. Al fiveowners are redtricted from building or occupying the field that comprises the collective
back yard and are required to mow it once ayeer in order to preserve the agricultura gopearance. The remainder of the
undeveloped land on the north Sde of the road is now owned and managed by the GCT.  Approximately 50 additional
acres, dso formerly part of the Bennett-Shattuck property, are on the south sde of Martins Pond Road and are owned
by the town and are protected by conservation restrictions. As part of the 2000 offer to purchese the property, the
consultant pledged to write the NR nomination.

Archaeological Significance

Since patems of ancent Native American settlement in Groton are poorly understood, any surviving Stes in the

nominated areacould be significant. Ancient dtesin this aeamay contribute important information relating to Native
American subsgence and settlement pattems in the Centrd MassachusattsWorcester Plaeau uplands and the Nashua

River dranage. Potential Native Stes on the nominated property may be limited to smdler, short-term campstes with

a focus on upland resources and sscondary wetlands. The property might dso include the periphery of a larger Ste

oriented to Baddacook Pond. Ancient Native American resources on the Bennett-Shattuck House property may

contain important information that assod ates them on a functional, seesond, and tempora bads with larger habitation
Stes located near the Nashua River to the west.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information rdaed to the early settlement
of Groton and the devdopment of agriculture in that community. Archaeological resources may exis that define
architectura detalls of the earlier 1S™ century farmhouse and patterns of reuse, possibly with the foundation, for that
dructure in the existing house.  Structural evidence from outbuildings may contribute important information relating to
the farm building configuration through time and the activities that occurred on the farm. Locating the dte of the 18
century bam can establish whether the existing pattern of the house on the north 9de of Martins Pond Road and bam
on the south sde developed inthe 1 $" century, or later when the house wes rebuilt. Detalled andyds of the contents
from occupationa-related feaetures may contribute important socia, cultural, and economic information characteristic
of the farm'sinhabitants and life in Groton durmg the IS* through 20" centuries.

(end)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description:
The Bennett-Shattuck House occupies the parcel of land on Martins Pond Road west of Floyd Hill Road |abeled

by the town assessor as 1ot 50 on map 232. The boundaries of this lot coincidewith the nominated area

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of the nominated property were determined by following the outline of the building lot of the
Bennett-Shattuck House. All land inthe parcel and the building have been included i n the nomination.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Sanford Johnson
Date: September 2003
Location of negatives. with photographer, Groton, MA

South devation, west view

South €levation, north view

South €evation, north view

South eevation, front door, north view

Ead addition, south evation, north view

South and west dlevations, northeast view

North eevation, south view

Ead addition, eest elevation, south view
10fr|ter|or firstfloor, west room, northeest view
11. Interior, first floor, eest room, north view

12 friterior,f 1 rstfl oor,west room, northeest view
13. Interior, first floor, front hall, north view

14. Interior, first floor, north room, eedt view

15. Interior, first floor, north room, fireplace

16. Interior, first floor, back hall, eest view

17. Interior, second floor, eest room, northwest view
18. Interior, sscond floor, eest room, west view

19. Interior, second floor, west room, southeest view
20. Interior, second floor, eest room, west view

21. Interior, sscond floor, front hall, north view

22. Interior, eest Sde addition, second floor, eest view
23. L-shgpaed gonewall, north sde, eedt view.

OCONOORWNE

Bam foundation, south sde, Martins Pond Road, south view
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Decamber 29, 2005

RERVD 2280
Dr. John Roberts
Nationa Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior JAN1 1 A6

Nationa Park Service
1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Bennett-Shattuck House, 653 Martins Pond Road., Groton (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg U
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc Sanford Johnson, owner/consultant
Danid J. Barton, Groton Historicad Commission
George F. Dillon, Board of Sdectmen
Anna Eliot, Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusatts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
WWww. sC. state. ma us'mhc



