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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bogalusa railroad depot is set near the center of downtown
Bogalusa on the edge of a wide railroad corridor. Constructed of brick laid
up in common bond, the station is nine bays wide and two rooms deep with a
porch at each end. Some of the original doors and windows on the interior
have been replaced and the two walk-through passages have been enclosed.
However, these changes have had minor visual impact upon the building. The
hip roof is original, and although the original cupola is lost, it has
recently been replaced in kind as part of an ongoing restoration effort.

Noteworthy exterior details include the semi-octagonal ticket
window and the heavy pine brackets on the brick porch columns.

The interiors are plain and remain in more or less original
condition though there has been some deterioration of the plaster. One of
the rooms has pressed tin on the walls and ceiling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bogalusa railroad depot, originally a part of the NOGN system,
is of significance in the areas of industry, commerce and transportation. The
town of Bogalusa was built in 1906-07 as a result of the development of the
lumber industry, specifically the Great Southern Lumber Company. Great
Southern was certainly one of the largest lumber operations in the South,
running what was reputed to be "the largest sawmill in the world." The town
was created by the lumber industry to service the lumber industry, the boom
period statewide being from 1910 to 1914. One of these services was to get the
lumber out to national markets. Thus, the rail facilities.

. The depot, several residences and City Hall are the only surviving
buildings which represent this important early period in the town's history.

Of these, only the depot which serviced the lumber mill traffic provides a
direct visual link with the commercial and industrical forces responsible

for creating the town.

The Bogalusa train station also has significance in the area of
transportation, since it served as the hub of transportation in the town and
throughout the area. It is also the foremost reminder of the vital role
played by the railroad in the establishment of the town.
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