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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old Rathdrum State Bank is a box-like building of modest 
proportions. Set at one of the principal intersections in town, the 
building measures 30 x 60'. It is two stories tall, with the basement 
raised enough to allow for a series of steps leading up to the round- 
arched entrance. The tympanum contains a large leaded cut-glass fan 
window. Flanking the front door are two narrow leaded glass panels. 
Matching the doorway on the narrow face of the building is a large 
window topped with a fan window. All other windows are double-hung 
sash.

The building is built of concrete blocks cast to imitate rusticated 
stone. The monotony is relieved by a continuous smooth band encircling 
the building above the basement windows and similar one below the second 
story windows. First story windows are all trimmed by smooth white cast 
stone lintels, all of which are bordered and connected by a narrow 
raised band. Second story lintels are smooth cast stone set in keystone 
fashion. The cornice consists of two narrow stepped bands in almost 
totally flat relief, emphasizing the flat roof line. A stone with 
the 1908 building date is set at the corner between the two cornice 
bands.

The interior of the building was furnished in typical bank fashion. 
Walls were lathe and plaster. Counter tops were granite slabs and 
furnishings were all of oak. A heavy steel vault was also. 
Heat was supplied by a steam heating plant. /^ \X i-~uV=^ '-V
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By late March, 1908, plans had already been made to build a new 
building for the Rathdrum State Bank at the corner of First and Mills 
Streets. The frame building already on the corner was to be moved. 
The city jail, hose house, and bell tower were directly behind where 
the bank was to be built, so the city decided to have these buildings 
moved at the same time as the other. This stirred up quite a bit of 
controversy at the time, but the city council finally decided to move 
the buildings despite the objections.

The bank opened bids early in May, but did not accept any of the 
first bids and called for others. This caused some delay, but by the 
Middle of June, work was underway, with Thomas A. Pa/rot as contractor. 
Terms of the contract stipulated that the building be done in ninety 
days, but it was not until near the end of October that the bank moved 
into its new quarters.

The $12,000 cost of the building included the furnishings. All 
furniture was of quarter sawed oak and counter tops were granite slabs. 
As the three slabs were being unloaded fron the dray, they were 
accidently broken and had to be reordered. The vault had an immense 
steel door that took six men to lift into place.

One of the original settlements in that part of Idaho, Rathdrum 
preserves some of the appearance of a pioneer western community because 
nearby Coeur d'Alene displaced it as a county seat and as a modern, 
growing city. A plan to build the largest freight classification yard 
in the interior northwest (to serve Spokane) nearby may affect this 
historical oasis, but the citizens of Rathdrum want to preserve their 
serene and interesting community from the bustle of the Burlington 
Northern.



Rathdrum Tribune, 27 March 1908 thru 20 November 1908
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