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1. Name of Property
historic name MAHAIWE BLOCK

other names/site number MAHAIWE THEATER. MAHAIWE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

2. Location

street & number 6-14 CASTLE ST. & 314-322 MAIN ST. not for publication
city or town GREAT BARRINGTON vicinitvy N/A
state MASSACHUSETTS Code MA county BERKSHIRE code 003 Zip code 01230

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

0 meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide H'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of certifying official/Titley Brena SimeR. Exeeutive Direetor vBate
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property = meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| herebjtertify that this property is: Signj/i~e of the Keeper Date of Action

| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain);



MAHAIWE BLOCK

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
Public-local district
public-State site
public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION & CULTURE: Theater
COMMERCIAL & TRADE: Financial Institution
COMMERCE & TRADE: Business
COMMERCE & TRADE: Specialtv Store
COMMERCE & TRADE: Restaurant
DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling

SOCIAL: Meeting Hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19" & EARLY 207" C. REVIVALS:
French Renaissance Revival

Narrative Description

BERKSHIRE COUNTY. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 building
sites
0 structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION & CULTURE: Theater
COMMERCE & TRADE: Business
COMMERCE & TRADE: Specialtv Store
COMMERCE & TRADE: Restaurant

DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: Limestone
walls  BRICK
STONE: Marble (trim)
roof STONE: Slate: ASPHALT: SYNTHETICS
other METAL: Pressed metal cornices and trim
WOOD: Windows and doors

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(Please refer to continuation sheets)
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Mahaiwe Block a 6-14 Cadle . ad 314-322 Man . isathreestory downtown commercid
building thet incorporates the Mahaiwe Thedtre a its wetem end. Completed in 1905, the Mahaiwe Blodk, isane
of aduger of mid 1 Q™oantury and early 20"-century masonry buildings in the centrd business didtrict of Great
Barrington, Masssechusetts

The town of Grest Barrington, located in the southwestern comer of Massachusdts, is framed by
mountains and bisected by the Housatonic River. Great Barrington's location a a crossroads dong the historic
Bogton-Albany road resulted in its devdopmeant es acommercid center in southen Berkshire County. The town's
devdopmeant pattern conggts of four amdl 1 QMcentury industrid/commercid villages digtributed dong the
Housstonic Vdley and confined by the Berkshire Mountain Range

Gregt Barrington's centra busnessdigtrict is concantrated on Main and Railroad Strests. Commerdid
buildings are st doseto the gtreet, with adjoining party walsand aigning facades creating acontinuous wall of
two- to four-gtory 19*- and early 20*-century miasonry buildings. Storefronts are wel-maintained with modest
20" catury dterations. Signege complements the scale and yle of the higtoric buildings, and srest amenities
auch as pak benches meke the downtown area pedestrian-friendly. Rows of Bradford peer treesdong Main and
Cadle Stredts provide shede and attractive landscgping. The downtown areamaintains a high degree of historica
and architecturd integrity and wes designated alLocd Higtoric Digtrict (M.G.L. Chapter 40C) in 1995,

The Mahawe Block isStuated a the southen end of the central businessdistrict and defines the
northwest comer of Cadtle and Main Stregtswith its continuous expanse of brick and marble. 1t is bordered on
the north and eedt by the downtown commercid blocks of Railroad and Main Streets, respectively. On the south
ddeof Cadle Srest asmdl tree-shaded park acoommodates the Town Hall (1876), the community bandgtand,
and the Civil War Memoarid. Directly west of the Mahaiwe Block are the old fire gation (1899) and the adjacent
raillroad tracks that sgparate downtown Greet Barrington from the residentiad  neighborhoods.

EXTERIOR APPEARANCE

The three-story Mahaiwe Block is along rectangular building with primary devations on Main Sregt
(esst devation) and Cadle Strest (south devation). The building is faced with sdimon-colored, Pennsylvania
pressad Romen brick trimmed with bdt courses of marble, marble detailing a the windows, and pressed metd
entablatures ebove gorefronts and at the roofline. The marble trimmed windows and marble stringocourses, as well
& continuous cornices & both storefront and roof levds, visudly unite the building's sgparate functions, while
differences in door and window placement and ornamentation distinguish the theetrical, banking, and retail
portions of the building from each other.

(continued)
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A broad, highly detailed, presssd-metd  entablature crownsthe building. Dentils and egg-and-dart molding
run acrass the entablature's lower edge, while modillions dtemate with rosettesin the comice. Thisheavy comice
juts out dightly acrassthe fafade of the neighboring Parks Block on Main Stret. A broad, pressed-metd
entablature with denticulated cornice crowned by a marble stringcourse runs across the building between thefirst
and sscond floors.

TheMain Srea faBade is nine bayswide and incorparates two gassfronted sordi-onts an the
narthemmad bays and a glass doorway leading up to the second- and third-floor offices and apartments Rudicated
brickwork ddineates the comers of the building's Main Srea fafade. A marble Art Deco entryway to the space
originally occupied by the National M ahaiwe Bank (now ardail gore) takes up the CagleMain Srest comer of
the building. The presssd-meal entablature over the gordrontsis braken by the Art Deco entrance to the farmer
bank, which provides a contragt in color and texture with the salmon brickwork of the reg of the building. On
dther sde of the g2one bank entrance are recessed arched windows with marble sills and goringlines, and brick
voussoirs outlined in mdded brick, (photograph 12)

The bank entrance isthree bays wide and flanked by mdticated sone piers inrdief (thesepiers gopear to
have been part of the original 1905 bank fafade). Traces of the lettering from the bank's former oocupants (first the
Nationa Mahawe Savings Bank, then the Firgt Agricultural National Bank of Berkshire County) have weethered
into the sone ebove the doorway. Congtructed during a 1929 bank remodeling, this entry replaced a st of arched
doors and windows deeply recessed behind a pair of Tuscan columns. The new entryway of random aghlar marble
brought the bank entrance flush with the main facade of the Mahaiwe Block. Windows exhibit 6/6 framing and
heavy lantems are symmetrically placed on ether Sde of the door, with circular meddlionsshowing an eegle in
relief centered over eech window. The door itself isframed in acompound arch that isadmogt Orientd in fegling.
The outermogt arch ismade up of aspiraing rope molding, with the arch itself springing from apair of Corinthian
capitals. Theinner arch is heavily omamented with diamond-shaped pands and flowers. Insde the arch isa pand
in bes relief showing a Native American man and wormen with abasket of fruit andflowers,abee skep betwean
them, and comucopias overflowing withfl owersand fruit to either sde. Thismotif of agricultural bounty is
mounted over aseriesof square pands containing rosattes, which separate the decorative bes relief from the double
doors below. Two satsof double doors leed into the building: a pair of glasspaned wooden doors and a digtinctive
= of bronze-panded doors. The interior of the bank lobby and office goace has been renovated for retail uss but
the bank vault remains intact and is presently occupied by an art gdlery.

The upper two gories of the Mahaiwe Block are ddineated by sringcourses of marble, that sarve to
visualy unitethe building. These sringcourses run dong the sills of the 1/1 sscond-and third-story windows and
dong the lintels of the third-story windows. At the same time, coursssof marble dong the second-floor window
lintels visually echo the fiinctional divisions of the first-floor bank and sores. Upper windows are grouped in
dternating sats of one and three, with asingle window centered over eech end bay, then ast of three windows
with linked marble lintels positioned over the bank entry and over the storefront area. A single window separates

(continued)
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these two s=ts of linked windows. (Although fitted with modem aduminum-framed replacement seeh ingtdled
around 1990, the upper floor windows on the building's primary and reer facades retain their origina Sze,
configuration, and exterior gppearance)

The Cadle Sreat fafade isdivided into three digtinct sections a seriesof arched windows thet originaly
lit the Nationd Mahaiwe Bank, agroup of three glassplated storefronts, and the Mahaiwe Theetre. The Cedlle
Sreat facade shares the heavy first-fioor and roofline cornices of the Main Streat facade, and the second- ad
third-floor stringcourses of marble continue dong this sde of the building. Windows in the upperfl oorsare
grouped in patterns thet reflect the divisions of the ground-floor businesses, (photograph 1)

Thefirst floor of the Cadle Stret facade begins with a series of fivearched, first-floor windows similar
to those framing the bank entrance on the Main Stret facade. The end windows in this series are st of f dightly
from the center three, which are grouped dose together. The windows are dightly recessad with marble lintels
and brick vousoirs in relief oringing from amarble stringoourse that links the three center windows. Second
and third-gstory windows are similarly grouped, with agroup of three regularly soeced windows over the three
linked first-floor windows and sats of paired windows over the arches on eech end. Continuous gone lintds save
to visudly group the second-floor windows in pairs and threes. Between thefirst floor's second and third arched
windows isamarble plague that reeds "Mahaiwe Block buih in 1906 replacing abuilding logt to afirein 1901
Desgned by architect Josgoh McA. Vance"

A recessed arched doorway leading to the Mahaiwe Block's ssoond floor provides avisua bresk betwean
the row of arched windows and atrio of storefronts. Single second- and third-floor windows with marble lintels
and slis are digned over the door. Rudticated brick piers ddinegte the three storefronts, the arched doorway thet
leeds to the building's upper floors, and the building's comers. The three storefronts gppeer to have retained many
of their origind details. The canter storefront's digolay windows and door ae digned with the building's faBede
while the two on either Sde have recessed entries with danting plate-glass windows. All have centra doors
framed byflutedpilagters and surmounted by denticulated cornices and transoms.

Rudticated brickwork & thefirst-floor levd marks the division between the Mahawe Theetre and the
adjacant retail goece The rudtication isrepested & the building's southwest corner and on ether Sde of the
theatres massive cantrd arched entryway, aswell asdong the indde edge of the arch. Thetheatrés fafade is
symmericd, dominated by acentrd arch that rises from thefirst-floor corniceto the sill leve of the third floor
windows. Thismessve arch framesthe theatrésthree satsof double glasspaned doors. These French doorswere
addaed during a 1930 renovation. A wide entablature of pressed med with stylized voussoirs carries the arch out
ove the ddewdk, o that it projects over the entry like ahood. Long, narrow windows fill the goece between the
ach and the denticulated cornice over the entry doors A pediment resting on scrolled foliate brackets cgos the
center pair of doors. Wooden poger frames decorated with Corinthian spird pilagters and sivegs are mounted on
the marble-cgoped rudicated piersthat dand in relief on either Sde of the entrance. On dther 9de of these piers
thefirst-floorbaysare dightly recessed, lit by amdl windows with three-part transoms. The eestemimost window

(continued)
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presantly holds a pogter frame similar to those described above. The upperfl oorsof these end bays have a round
window & the second-floor level and arecessed pand framed with molded brickwork a the third-floor levd. Fve
third-floor windows are centered over the entry.

The 1930 metd, canopy-style marquee hes recently been restored and reingtdled over the main thegtre
atrance The rectangular marquee is sugpended by a pair of chains st into the brick fafade above the man arch.
Each face of the marqueeis bordered by dectric lights with ascrolledflourishat the top. Onthe long (south)
face, individud bulbs outline the name MAHAIWE in relief letters st in alow arch againg ablue pand
badkground with "PERFORMING ARTS CENTER" painted bdow the theetre name. On the eest ed of the
marques, neon letters spdl out MAHAIWE a the scrolled top of the pand while afour-line, changesble pard
bdow dlows for the announcament of coming events. On the west end of the marques, neon |etters spdl out
MAHAIWE with the tops of the letters conforming to adight arch, (photographs 2, 3)

A narrow dley separates the Mahawe Thegtre from the neighboring flre station. Thewall dong this dley
and the ather nonpublic exterior walls are faced with plainred brick laid in common bond. The dley wall (the
weg, or Sde wal of thetheetre) is awindowless expansewith squarebrick piers inrelief marking of f the bays
containing doors leading into the auditorium. The roofline and walsa the reer of the theetre portion of the
building gep up in two progressively higher sections, with segp roof dopes on ether sde dad in thick date
shingles Thedley leedsto atiny sarvice areathat dlows aooess to the reer of the commercid buildings onMain,
Cadle, and Railroad Strets and places aviewer a the indde angle of the L-shaped Mahawe Block.

At the rear, the Mahaiwe Block istiered, with aonegtory service bay for the busnessss extending from
the three-story miain block. The one-story extenson hes aflat roof dad with agphdt roofing coated witha
rubberized membrane (the building'smain flat roof is similarlyfini shed)and surrounded by ahigh pergoet wall.
Windows & the reer are 1/1, with marble lintelsand topped with ssgmentd  arches (Although fitted with modam
duminum-framed replacement  saeh, which were ingdled around 1990, the windows retain their origind sze,
configuration, and exterior gopearance) Med fire excgpeslead from the upperfl oorsto the dleyway bdow.

INTERIOR APPEARANCE

The Main Strest entrance and gairway leading to the upperfl oorsof the Mahaiwe Block are completdy
modem infinish,probably as areault of renovations after a 1985 fire. However, the Cadle Stret entrance rtains
mogt of itsoriginad feetures. From Cadle Strest, an arched doorway with heavy wooden molding leedsinto a
amdl brick-waled vestibule areafl ooredwith buff octagond tile bordered by soueres of black, red, and whitetile.
A dasstransom, siddights, and large plate-glass windows over pands of wood frame the heavy doorway (now
fitted with amodern door), separating the vestibule from thefirst-floorhalway.

(continued)
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Like the vegtibule, the hallway isfloor edwith buff octagond tile bordered with black, red, and white
guare tile Darkflushboar dwainsooting and a dmple chair rail line the walls, continuing aong the gaircase and
up to the ssoondfloor . The ceiling is divided by heavy beams running eest to wegt, giving a haftimbered effect.
All woodwark in the hallway and dairway gppears to beorigina and ssamns to haverdained itsarigina finishes.
A daircase with a massve nevd pogt, heavy bdlfinial ,and a plain square bdugrade makes aneturn an its way
to the ssoond-floor offices. At the landing are paired nevd pogswith pyramida caps Anather smply cgpped
nemd pod ends the air railing a the sscond-floor levd. Small pendants hanging from the batam of the nends
ae vigble fram thefir st-floor hallway, (photograph 10)

With the exogation of modearn sugpended ceilings and light fixtures and some nevar hdlow-coredoars
the ssoond-floor hallway hasreained much of itsorigina appearance Dark wainsooting linesthe hall, and the
heavily mdded door lintds and jambs have retainad thear original transoms Many original doorswith frosted,
rippled gassand tilt-in transomsremain intact. Some offices have retained ther original fireplace mantds The
forme assambly hall an the thirdfl oor of the Mahaiwe Block has been converted to private gpartments and is nat
accessible to the public, (photograph 11)

While the office aress of the Mahaiwe Block are appropriatdy busnesslike in gopearance, theinterior of
the theatre digdlays a degree of ornamentation thet is Barogue in its exuberance. Architect Josgph McArthur
Vance ad interior designer John L. E. Pdl achieved atheatricd effect that maneges to be bothflamboyantand
degant. Thereault isavisud and acoudicd ddight.

Three s2ts of gasspaned double doors—indalled aspart of the 1930 renoveation-lead thraugh the
massive archad entryway into the labby. The canter pair of doorsisaonned by a denticulated pediment
aupparted by heavy scralled brackeswithflor al matifs The pediment's centra shidd-shaped meddllion diplays
the ldtea "M" in rdief and isflankedby cornucopiasand gylized leaves Doric pilagers with recessad pands
frame thedoors A heavy entablature with denticulated comice runsaround the labby at the levd of the door
lintds (photograph 4)

At the eetem sde of the wide lobby, an arch overshadows adegp recessfor the box office. Thisareais
caowned with a centrd meddlion netled infoliageand flowers.

Thewest sdeof the lobby isdso framed by an arch, but is not recessed. An entry door framed by
pilagters is s to ane Sde. Theremainder of the wdl is divided into three pandswith a centra arched mirror.
Each pand isframed by spirding columnswith Corinthian capitas, and the whole wall iscrowned by an
entablature decorated with swvagsin relief

An daborate chanddier with floral matifs lights the area. The floor islaid with smdl octagond and
sueare tiles in red, black, and white, with awide besgboard of charcod-gray marble marking the junction of wall
ad floor.

(continued)
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Theorigind rose-and-ivory color schame of the lobby hes bean restored. The color schame is continued
in the auditorium, with stencilwork in rose and ivory, and with varying shedes of ivory and buff usd to drav out
the details of the plasterwork in relief The auditorium's color schame reflects the 1930 renovation that dso added
the theetres French doars and metd marquee

Three sats of French doors leed from the lobby to the auditorium, in mirror imege of the drest entrance
with its heavy pediment, brackets and "M " medallion. The auditorium, which originally sested 1,000 people, is
efficiently laid out with segply reked sedting areesin orchestra, mezzaning, and ba cony, alowing the placement
of the maximum number of seatsin the leest amount of goeoe, while a the same time affording ided sght lines
from nearly every st in the house

Paformance and viewing arees and ormamantd motifs are ddinegted in asariesof ardhes ovds ad
curves, cregting a softness a edgesand cormners and trangtiond areas, and contributing to the theatre's exceptiond
acoudics From the dage, the auditorium walls curve around to the beck of thetheatre, <o thet the hdl hesan
overdl ovd shgpe Cdlings and wals mest in gentle curves rather then sharp angles: The curve of the bacony's
front wall follows the curve of the auditorium walls, creating asanseof an ova-within-an-ova. (photograph 8)

The degp dageis & behind ahigh proscenium arch, which is articulated by dternating courses of
molding and stencilwork to cregte the effect of a masdve compound arch. Thefirst course conddts of a heavy
plaster molding decorated withflowersand leavesin relief The arch isfurther ddineated with a course of
gencilwork running pardld to the molding, in afoliate design painted inivory and rose Another thin molding
dividesthisfirst courseof stenciling from yet another course of gencilsin a pattern of quartered cirdesin light
rose on an ivory background. The sacond course of gtenciling arings from Doric pilagters thatfl ankthe
proscenium arch. These pilagters have recessad centrd pands decorated in relief with eight different motifs of
angds urns, foliage, and cornucopias, none of them repedting. Triglyphs decorate the architrave over the
pilesters, which are topped by shidd-shaped medalions painted ivory and rose. A heavy denticulated comice runs
from these pilagters around the auditorium to the bacony, cregting avisud link betwean performance and viewing
aress Flagas and cornice are panted ivory, sanding out from the generd background color of thewals, which
ae painted adegp roe

The stage goron curves out a the front, cantilevered dightly over the orchestra floor, with a denticulated
comice running dong its edge Wainscoting topped with adenticulated molding runs from the Sage to apair of
arched openings leading to the airs that go up to the box seets and ba conies.

The prosoenium arch isflankedby a pair of arches framing the box-segting arees These arches oring
from the pilagerson dthea sde of the prosoenium to end & a milar st of pilagters sgparating the bax-segting
aeafram the main balcony. A heavy rape mdding with cantra shidd-shaped medalion ddinestes eech arch. The
goffits of these arches are punduated with roseshaped lighting fixtures mounted in square recessed pands A pair
of daboratdy deailed baloconies containing the bax seats aurves aut a each Sde of the auditarium, thar outer
walls rounded, (phatograph 5)

(continued)
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These amall balconies are cantilevered over massve brackes decorated with svags offiower sand
fdiage and gaggeraed 0 that the front baloony is lower than its companion. The edterior of each amall baoony is
heavily deoorated with svagsin rdief a centra shidd-shaped medallion in rase and gald, andflor alrgpe mdding
running araund the base On the underside of each baloony isa huge plager rosatewith a centrd acornshaped
pendant. The bax seet and main baloony aressare entered through arecessad arched doarway cantered betwen
the two bax-seet baloonies. Pilagerswith plain recessad pandsflankthis doorway, with the heavily mdded arch
gringing fran awide entablature arnamented with triglyphs This entablature continues asa madding course
running acrass the recess that contains the bax seats, (phatograph 6)

Heavy pilagters smilar to thosefl anki ngthe gage mark the division between the orchestra and the
mezzanine and main balcony arees A masdve arch oringing from these pilagters extends acrass the width of the
auditorium, echoing the curve and decorative motifsof the prascenium arch with dternating courses of molding
and genciling, and creeting the effect of an archrwithin-an-arch, with the proscenium arch framed by thislarger
arch. Stendled quatered circlesinrase ad ivory repeet the stenciled patterns over the proscenium ardhes Inthe
corners of the wall above this arch are senciled meddlions This arched pand acts as a soundboard, which
amplifies and projects the sound from the sage, contributing to the hall's exceptiond acoudtics

The masdve brackets supporting the box seet baconies are echoed by those undemeeth the main balcony,
which issupported by thin Corinthian columns, which dso save to ssparate the orchestra segting areafrom the
mezzanine. Ancther st of Corinthian columns supports the bacony toward the rear of the auditorium. At thereer
of the mezzanine, alow wal of smple wooden panding topped with abrassrail sgparates the mezzanine from the
entry arealeading from the lobby to the main auditorium. Sheathed inflat-panel edwainscoting with a molded
chair rail, the reer wdl of the auditorium is more gently curved than the rest of the theetre. rom this areg, two
sde doorways framed with denticulated comices gpen onto broad sairways leeding to the balcony, (photograph
9

The front of the balocony is arnamented with swags shidd-shaped medallions and rgpe mddings like
thoee of the bax-set baloconies The rear and dde walls of the baloony seeting areaare painted degp rass with
ivary plager mddings continuing the lines and matifs from the bax seet areg, but in smplified form. The heavily
anamented pilagersthat mark the divison bewean the orchestra and the balcony arees are surmaounted by
anatha st of plain pilagers with awide mdded entablature running from the capitals of each st of pilageas
araund the baloony area. Piersin the balcony's dde walls are articulated Smply in relief with unarnamented
arches doin rdief linking them, (photograph 7)

Elaborately painted and stenciled ceilingsover the orchestra and bal cony areas continue the fanciful
decorative motifs of the Theatre's elaborate plasterwork. The ceiling that curves over the orchestra seats displays
astenciled central matif outlined by adouble border of burgundy and yellow framing a buff interior with vases,
flowers, and foliagein shades of ivory, buff, yellow, and pink. Over the balcony, the ceiling ispainted ivory with
rose geometric stencilsin patterns of large and small circles and fleurs-de-lis.

(continued)
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Under the supervision of retoration architect Hugh Hardy, the exterior and interior of the Mahaiwe
Thestre have bean undergoing afive-year-longregtoration that involved repair and upgrading of structurd
sydemsand infrastructure, improvements in accessibility for handicapped patrons, recregtion of the origind
gendil designs, and the restoration of the theatre's auditorium and lobby to their 1930 color schame

Archaeologica Description

While no andent Native American dtes are known on the Mahaiwe Block property, dtes may be presat. Ten
andeat dtesae located inthe generd area (within one mile). Environmenta characteridfics of the property
represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for Native American
stlement and subdgence activities. The Mahaiwe Block is located on aleve to moderady doping stream
terrace and outwash plain west of the Housatonic River. The river islocated over 1,000 feet from the Mahaiwe
Block; however, the river'sfloodplainis located within 1,000 feet of the nominated property. Locd tradition ad
soondary sources date there was once a Naive settleament neer the Ste of the Great Bridge and afording plece
used by both Native Americans and European settlers. Both of the latter aress lie outdde the limits of the
nominated property. Ingened, however, the potentia for locating significant ancient Native American
resources on the Mahaiwe Block is low. Congruction of the Whiting Store (1785), the Leaverworth Building
(1805), the Mahaiwe House (1846), and the extant Mahawe Block (1905) on the amdl lot (lessthen ane acre)
would havedestroyed any andent resources located on the property. The extant building on the Mahawe Block
hes afull besamat levd ad coversnearly the entire block and nominated property.

Thereisdso alow potentid for locating significant historic archaeologica  resources on the Mahaiwe Block
property. While a leest three buildings preceded the extant Mahaiwe Block on the property, condruction of the
exiging building would have destroyed any earlier structures or featureslocated on the property.

(end;
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant &
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C a hirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.
E
F
G

>

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

_ less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References

BERKSHIRE COUNTY. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Q%WUEI%}J IBEAN NING & DEVELOPMENT

COMMERCE
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
PERFORMING ARTS

Period of Significance
1905-1958

Significant Dates

1905
1929-30

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

VANCE, Joseph MacArthur (architect)
PELL, John L.E. (interior designer)
SHAW, Edward Hovt (masonry contractor)
LORRAINE, E.R. (carpentry/contractor)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
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designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
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Primary location of additional data:

X_State Historic Preservation Office (MA)
_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
_ Other
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1905 Mahaiwe Block possesses a high degree of integrity of location, design, materids, satting,
workmanship, feding, and association. 1t meats Nationa Regiger Criterion A & the local leve as aprime example
of Great Barrington's downtown development boom in the late 19* and early 20* centuries. 1t dso meats Nationd
Regiger Criterion C a the local level as acommercia block desgned by aloca architect (Josgph MacArthur
Vance) in the French Renaissance Reviva gyle and as one of the few extant theatres remaining in Berkshire
County.

The Mahawe Block includes the Mahaiwe Theatre, Great Barrington's first and only thegtre. The
Mahawe hes the digtinction of having remained in continuous operaion since its opening in 1905, even through
the course of arecent five-year-long restoration project. Described by historian Bemard Drew s "the entertainment
and culturd heart and soul of Greet Barrington” (Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 3), the theatre has been amgjor venue for
theatrical, cinematic, and musica entertainment inthe Southem Berkshires and it continuesiits role as a performing
arts center today.

Throughot its history, the Mahaiwe hes been acherished part of the Great Barrington community.
Concems about the theatre's fate served as the impetus for historic preservation activity intown, leading to the
establishment of Great Barrington's first historic district ordinance (1995). The building's role in Grest
Barrington's commercid and cultural history megtsCriteriaA in the aress of Commerce, Entertainment, and
Performing Arts. Itsrichly detailed exterior and daborate Baroque interior are fine examplesof the work of
Pittsfield architect Josgph McArthur Vance and Greet Barrington interior designer John L.E. Pell, mesting
Criterion C inthe areaof Architecture.

Geography

The town of Greet Barrington, located in the southwestern comer of Berkshire County, Massachusdtts is
framed by mountains and bisected by the Housatonic River. The geogrgphy and naturd resources are diverse and
include the fertilefl oodplai nsof the Housatonic, Green, and Williams Rivers, the extensive mixed deciduous and
conifer forests on the mountains and degp quarry deposits of native marble and blue dolomite limestone.

The town's location a a crossoads dong the historic Boston-Albany road mede it the focus of more
intense indugtrial and commercid devdopment than its neighbors. Aress of fast-running water dong the three
rivers were exploited to power gristmills and sawmiills, textile and paper factories, and hydrodectric plants. Great
Barrington's historic village center and the outlying industrid villages of Housatonic, Van Deusenviile, and
Risngdde grew up aong these waterpower Sites.

Much of Great Barrington's present econony revolves around tourism. While many smdl town centra
business digtricts struggled and faded during the mid to late 20*-century, the tourist economy and strong local
support have kept Greet Barrington's downtown vibrant, with the Mahaiwe Block and Thesetre serving &s key
dementsinthat success

(continued)
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Colonial Period, 16%4-1776

The area that became Great Barringtonfi rstatracted the notice of Europeen settlers during King Philip's
War, when agroup of about 200 Narragansett Indians were pursued west by aparty of Connecticut Militia under
Magjor John Talcott. Tacott and his party ambushed and routed the Indians on the banks of the Housatonic, neer
the old fording place.

Stuated near both the New Y ork and Connecticut borders, this corner of the Berkshires Hills wes
origindly home to the Housatonic Indians, mambersof the Mahican tribe of the Algonquin nation. The earliest
trave route wes a path frequented by native peoples from Westfidd to Kinderhook in New Y ork. (This peth
eventudly became the Bogton-Albany Road, which roughly followsthe route now taken by Routes 23 and 71.)

Minister Benjamin Wadsworth's 1634 acoourt of ajourney through Massachusattsto Albany destribes
the Gregt Barrington areaas "a place cdled Ousgtonuck formerly inhabited by Indians' having "on each Sde
ome parcds of pleasart, fertile intervde land” in the midst of the "hideous, howling wilderness' of the
Berkshires (cited in Taylor, pp. 46-47). Ousgtonuck, or Housatonic (trandated as "the river beyond the
mountains"), gopears to dso have been cdled "Mahaiwe' or "Neh+hai-we" trandated as "valey under the hill" or
"place down gream” (Drew, Greet Barrington..., p. 517; Taylor, p.53).

Over the next thirty years, Dutch settlersfrom New York and English settlersfrom centrd and esstem
Massachusetts Connecticut, and Rhode Idand daked daimsto those pleesartt, fertile intervade lands dong the
Housstonic River. In 1705, a decade after Wadsworth's trip, the New Y ork colony granted the "'Patent of
Westenhook™" to Albany traders Peter Schuyler and Derrick Wessdls Westenhook (the Dutch verdon of
"Housatonic") encompeassad much of the Housatonic Valey in Massachusatts and Connecticut. Although there
dossnat sEam to have been any immediate settlement activity as aresult of the land grant, there gopears to have
ben some trade activity between Dutch traders from New Y ork and native peoples dong the Housatonic.

Mathew Noble of Westfield was the first Europeen to etablish apamanatt sattlement in the Berkshires,
when he established his home in the Sheffield or Great Barrington arealin the fall of 1725. Others both English
and Dutch, quickly followed suit. By 1736, the Great Bridge (no longer extant) hed bean erected in the Grest
Barrington areato facilitate sattlement and commerce on both Sdes of the Housatonic River.

The area dong the Housatonicfloodpl ai nsouth of the Great Bridge and near the higtoric Indian fording
place provided an idedl combination of agricultura and indudtrid opportunities. The rapid flow of the Housstonic
in the area batwean the Great Bridge and what is now Bridge Strest medeit an excdlent spat to hamess theriver's
waterpower. To the north and south of this area, the Housatonicfl oodplai ngareeds out in abroad expanse of
meedowland. The gristmills and sawmills nesded to support agricultural devdopment could be centraly located
between the aress of richest farmland.

(continued)
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Around 1745, the road that became Main Sreat wes laid out on the west 9de of theriver from Bridge
Srest north to the Greet Bridge, and in 1747, Cadle Strest was opened. It gopears that thefirst settler in the part
of town that eventudly became the centrd busness digtrict was David King of Westfield, who built a house (no
longer extant) neer the present comer of Main and Bridge Stregtsin Gregt Barrington.

Gregt Barrington was formally incorporated as a sgparate town in 1761, Thetown took its name from
Lord Barrington, England's Minigter of War. At thetime of incorporation, Great Barrington induded smdll
portions of the townsthat would become Lee and Alford. The new town became the shiretown for Berkshire
County. Itsresdents incduded tanners, carpantars, blackamiths, tavern kegpars, millers, and shoemckas aswell e
farmers.

Thetown's settlement pattern began to dange in the years immediatdy following the town's
incorporation. The areasouth of the Great Bridge dong the west Sde of theriver Sarted to attract resdentsand
busnesses The congruction of the county courthouse on the southwest corner of Main and Cadlle Sredtsin 1764
aegted a southern anchor for the area that wes to become the centrdl busness digtrict.

Revolutionary & Federal Periods, 1776-1830

In 1774 a group of Berkshire County ddegates convened to adopt resolutions opposing the British
monarch's palicies toward the colonies and calling for aboycott of imported British goods. Reacting to the
tightening of British military rule, acrowd of 300-500 men prevanted the Court of Common Hessfrom sitting a
the Greet Barrington county courthouse in August, 1774. A yeer later. Great Barrington volunteers mobilized in
response to the Lexington darm within two days of the battle—in those days, an amazingly quick reection to
news of a battlethat had heppened ahundred miles avay.

Gregt Barrington's position on the Boston-Albany road meart that troops and miilitary supplies frequently
came through the town. In the winter of 1776, Henry Knox and his convoy of captured artillery from Fort
Ticonderoga pessed through on the way eedt to rdieve Washington in Boston. Almost ayeer later, Burgoynes
captured ammy dso trooped through Greet Barrington, with severd desarting Hessans deciding to say behind ad
take Up resdence.

It wes in Great Barrington's county courthouse that davery wesfirst dedared unconditutiona in
Massachusdtts In 1781, Elizabeth Freaman hed run away from Sheffield resdent John Ashley. Freaman ad
another Sheffidld black named Brom sued for their freedom. Greet Barrington Judge Theodore Sedgwick's ruled
in favor of the plaintiffs.

In 1786, when disconsolate Massachusdtts citizens were beginning to rebd againg their poswar burdens
of debt. Gregt Barrington's Court of Common Flees was shut down by agroup of angry citizens determined to

(continued)
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meke their complaints heerd. A few wesks laer, the Supreme Judicid Court was similarly dosed. Support for
Shays Rebdlion was not widespread, however, and severd daghes betwean insurgents and locd miilitia over the
winter of 1786-1787 culminated in askirmish that was the final blow to the rebellion.

The earliest indication of commerdid activity onthe eventud ste of the Mahaiwe Block dates from 1785.
Samud Whiting ran agtore on the northwest corner of Cadle and Main Stredts, sharing the Ste with his brother,
Dr. Abraham K. Whiting (1770-1852), who seams to have been an goothecary as well as aphysician. A handbill
printed for the Whitingsin 1785 advertised "a handsomelittle assortmant of dry goodsand groceries’ (cited in
Drew, Mahawe, p. 4).

Yde presdant Timothy Dwight wes nat particularly impressad by Greet Barrington when herode
through in 1798, According to his description, the town (with apopulaion of 1373 in 1790) wes hardly the
imege of prosperity. Dwight wrote of the community: "The housss are in many ingances decayed; the Episcope
church is bardy decent; the Congregationd ruinous. Few places can boedt of a better soil, or more delightful
stuation, yet 1 sugpect few have bean less progperousor lesshappy.” (cited in Drew, Greet Barrington, p. 210).

Through the early decades of the 19 century, new trangportation routes provided additiond links
between Grest Barrington and surrounding communities. By 1800, the town's population hed grown by nearly
one-fifth, to 1,754. In 1819, Great Barrington became a gop on the Hartford-Albany stlagecoech route.

In 1803, Greet Barrington becamethe ste of Berkshire County's first carding mill. Before thet time.
Gregt Barrington's mills primarily supported the community's agriculturd activity, grinding localy grown grain
and cutting lumber for locd congtruction. With the new mill, the town begen agradud transformation from a
primarily agriculturd community to atown whose economy degpanded on atriad of agriculture, industry, ad
commerce

While there was little population growth from 1800 to 1810 (only thirty new resdentswere added on the
1810 cenaus), the community grew steedily from 1820 onward, with apopulation of 1,908 in 1820, 2,264 in 1830,
ad 2,704 in 1840. The 1820s saw the condruction of a seriesof textile millsa severd dtesdong the Housatonic
and Williams Rivers.

By 1829, Greet Barrington's centrd village induded two taverns, four gores, two tanneries, agrigt mill, a
plagter mill, and severd craftamen's shops An 1830 megp of the town showsthe mogt concantrated aress of
stlemeant a Van Deusanviile and dong Main Stregt betwean the Greet Bridge and running south to just bdow
Cadle Strest. With apopulation of 2,264 (according to the 1830 census). Gregt Barrington was etablishing itself
& the manufacturing center of southern Berkshire County.

The Main and Cadtle Street corner changed adong with the community. In 1805, another pair of brothers
Dr. David ad Iszec Leavenworth, took down the Whiting brothers store and built anew ane that became the
town's principd retail shop. The brothers Leaverworth induded the town's first socid assambly hall (es opposed

(continued)
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to religious or governmentd mesting places) in their esteblishment. The Leavenworth Building became a cater
for bals and other socid gatherings, and for the medtings of locd fratema organizations. The Leaverworth
Building dso housed Gregt Barrington's pogt office, with Increese Sumner (1801-1871) a5 podmede.

Thewhole center village totded about forty-two dwellings, two churches, one hotd, and three dores,
including Leavenworth's. ("Our Village Fifty Years Ago," 27 Dec 1866, cited in Drew, Great Barrington, pp.
211-212). Strategicaly dtuated across from the town's principa tavern (the old Shddon tavern, no longer extant),
the Leaverworth gore was the largest in town. Its prominence led to ashift in commercid devdopment south
from the Greet Bridgeto the lower bridge aorossfrom Cedle Stredt.

Early Industrial Period, 1830-1870

For dl itsnew industry, however. Gregt Barrington remained essentidly an agriculturd town with
pockets of industry and commerce. Itsdud agriculturd/industria identity was exemplified by the organization of
the Housatonic Agricultural Sodiety in 1841, The next yeer, the Society bought aparcd of land south of the
centrd village and arested afairground that became home to a.county-wide agricultural show that became
Berkshire County's biggest annud event until ending in 1999.

TheAgricultural Society's inaugurd cattle show dso marked the arrivd of therailroad in Great
Barrington. The line opened in September of that yeer, just in timeto bring aload of pessangars to s Berkshire
County'sfirst agriculturd fair. Thefirst shipment of freight from town condsted of goods from the Berkshire
Manufacturing Company. While fairgoers cdeorated the farming life, the busness community was embracing
new technology.

In 1839, the Leavenworth Building & Main and Caedle Strests bumed down. By 1846, locd  busnessmen
Silas Sxague (1794-1865) hed purchesad the Ste and built anew wooden business block thet he christened the
Mahaiwe Housa The new building was a 2/2-gory, hip-roofed building with acupola or bdvedere ontop ad a
two-story columned portico extending acrassthe building's Main Sregt faBade. 1t induded goece for offices as

well assshops

The congruction of therailroad in the 1840s brought anew group of residents to town: Irish immigrants
who hed lad the railroad tracks and sometimes dayed to tekejobsinloca indudtries. Irish immigrants and other
new residents increesed the town's population by 500 for each decedefrom 1840to 1880 (1850- 3264 residants
1860-3,871; 1870-4,320; 1880-4,658).

Thetdeyaph fdlowed an the hedsof therailroad. In 1848, a tdegraph line running fram Bridgeport,
Connetticut to Bennington, Vermont, passad through Great Barrington, only four yearsafter thefir st auccessul
tdegraph line was laid betwean Baltimore and Washington. Thetown'sfir sttdegraph office waslocated in the
Mahawe House on the come of Cadtle and Main. This line was abandoned within a few years but in 1857, the

(continued)
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American Tdegraph Company gpened anew lineof communication with Pittsfield, extending sarviceto
Bridgeport in 1862.

Great Barrington'sfirst bank was incorporated as the Mahawe Bank in 1847. The bank soon moved into
its own building: atemple-fronted Gresk Reviva gructure next door to the new Mahaiwe House Wilbur Curtis
wes the bank'sfirst president, followed by John L. Dodge (1814-1904). In 1865, the bark gained a nationd
charter, becoming the Nationd Mahaiwe Bank.

The gppeerance of the center village took on anew face garting in the 1850s  The business community
wes building subgtantia  blocks in brick and sone with shaps on the ground floor and offices and goartmeants in
the upper gories. From a great of scattered wooden sructures, Main Stret was evolving into arow of masonry
busness gructures bracketed a the north and south by the two stone churches.

Late Indugtrial Period, 1870-1910

After the Civil War, anew dematt was added to Gregt Barrington's economic mix: tourism. With
proximity to the New Y ork and Connecticut borders and good rail connections, the Berkshires became amegnat
for well-to-do vecationers to escape the heet of the cities. The scenic vistas and cooler and deaner mountain ar
mede Great Barrington and the towns around it an inviting retreet, nat only for wedthy busnessmen ad ther
families, but for writers and artigs.

In 1869, the Great Barrington Savings Bank was incorporated with Egbert Hollister (c. 1817-1889) &
presdent. Hollister darted his busness career as aderk in the Russl brothers Long Stone Store. |n 1848, he
decided to run his own store, in partnership with Benjamin E. Durant as Durant, Hollister & Comperty. After
Durant retired, Hollister partnered with Charles J. Taylor, then Richard H. Moore before becoming involved in
banking. Hollister served in both gate and town govenment as adae legidator and Gregt Barrington town
treeaurer. In addition to his postion a Grest Barrington Savings Hollister wias president of the Berkshire
Railroad and adirector of the Nationa Mahawe Bank. In 1883, Gregt Barrington Savings st up its offices on
Main Strest neer the National Mahawe Bank and the Mahawe House

By 1876, Gregt Barrington's population of 4,320 induded 831, or nearly 20%, foreign-born resdents,
maod of them Irish who worked in the town's factories. There were dso afew Gaman, French, Dutch, Swiss
Wesh, and Scottish residents, but not in significant numbers The pogt-Civil War yeers dso saw the birth of Great
Barrington's best-known native son, civil rights activist W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963).

In 1876 Gregt Barrington's new Town Hall was condructed & the southwest corner of Main ad Cedle
Stredts, on the site of the origind county courthouse. The new Gresk Reviva building incorporated both town
offices and the Southem Berkshire County Registry of Desds

(continued)
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In 1879, thetown's first tdephone lines ware ingaled, and in 1833 Main Street hed itsfirst dectric
dreetlights Locd inventor William Stanley became apionesr in the field of dectricity, patenting a "sdlf-
regulating transformer,” which provided dectric lighting for Main Strest goresin 1836.

The 188384 businessdirectory dso commeants on the town's attractions to summe residents. "Grest
Barrington is ore of thefinestinland summer resortsin the United Sates ...Here, in the summe time, come
hundreds of people fleei ngfrom the toil of hot cities." (Great Barrington Directory, 1883-4, pp. 7-8) Bagton
lavyer Henry Parker Fdllows described the community as "a rare combination of New-England thrift and New-
York opulence” (cited in Drew, Greet Barrington, p. 439) A new railroad gation in the center village, completed
in 1872, provided amoare suitable welcome for the town's new arrivals.

In 1887, the town hed its own dectric light company with the organization of the Great Barrington
Electric Light Company. The company eventudly became the Southern Berkshire Power & Electric Company,
which began renting offices in the Mahaiwe Block in 1920.

At the turn of the 19* century, populationfiguresshow abrief pausein growth, with adight decresse on
the 1890 cenauss (4,612, compared to the 1880fi gureof 4,648), followed by a20% increese in 1900, to 5,84.

Some time before 1887, Charles Burget (d. 1900) and Ward Lewis (1836-1898) opened Burget & Lewis,
ahadware gorein the Mahaiwe House, which they rented from Silas Soragues heirs, Slas and Edith Paks In
1891, the partners bought the Mahawe House from their landlords, and it became known as the Burget & Lewis
Block. Busnesstenantsin 18% induded druggigt G. William Ratt; Josgoh W. Curtiss, redtor, surveyor, ad civil
engineer; Herbat C. Joyner, lawyer, insurance agent, and invesmeant broker; Lane Bros. Berkshire Portrait sudio,
which advertisd itself as "the leading photogrephers' in Berkshire County; and W.W. Langdon, audionesr ad
collector. The building dso induded gpartmants, or & leest rooms for rent. William B. Bennett, ageamfittera
Parish Bros,, wes renting & thetime.

Burget ad Lewis expanded their commerdid building westward down Cedle Strest around 1890. An
1834 hird's-eye view and 1834 and 1889 mgpsshow arow of detlached gableroofed (possibly Gresk Revival)
housss running Up Cadtle Strest behind the Mahaiwe House By 1892, the residentid structures attached to the
reer of the Mahaiwe House hed bean taken down and replaced by amedting hal for the Grand Army of the
Republic and the Independent Order of Odd Fdllows.

Thisthree-gtory Itdianate wooden structure served as an annex to the Burget & Lewis Block, quite
different in style and scdefrom the earlier Mahaiwe House The new block hed meeting hdls in the upper dories
and retail goece ontheflrst floor, including abicyde shop and piano gore (Leveille, p. 53). In 1898, Burget ad
Lewis bought an adjoining parcd of land on Cadle Strest from Maria Manning, pahgpsin anticipation of further
expandon. However, the partners died before taking any action on the property.

(continued)
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A siesoffiresin the 1890sand early 1900s devadtated the downtown areaand inspired the syndicate
that would aregte the Mahawe Block and the Mahaiwe Theatre. In 1895, afire dameged the Berkshire Block,
aorass the dreet from the Mahaiwe House In October 1896, ablaze wiped out modt of the wood-frame
commerdd buildingsdong Railroad Street. Twenty-two buildings, housing thirty-six businesses and morethen a
dozen families, were destroyed. Asaresult of thesefires,the town adopted abylaw prohibiting the congruction
of any new wooden buildingsin the busnessdistrict. Over the next twenty yeears, the strest wies rebuilt with two-
and three-story masonty blocks.

In March 1901, only five years after the Railroad Stregt disadter, fire siept through the Mahawe House,
which "...was obliterated in about two hours time..." according to the Berkshire Courier. Seales Cadle ovner
Edward Searles hed recently purchesad the block and hed not yet insured it. Displaced businessesinduded: Dr.
Benjamin, Dr. H. Ben Ober (dentist), J. W. Curtiss (surveyor), Mary Madoney (dressmaker), A. H. Sanford
(tailor), and F. N. Hughes (photographer).  The neighboring Odd Fellows and GAR Building wes dso destroyed.
Sationed just around the corner on Cadlle Stret, the Great Barrington Fire Department was able to regpond
quickly and prevent the fire from goreeding any further. The fire wes one of a seriesof three Main Sregt blazes
that were atributed to ayoung arsonist. The young arsonis was caught and sant to reform school, and loca
busness owners st about regrouping and planning for recongtruction.

The Mahaiwe Block

In Augugt 1904, the Berkshire Courier announosd that asyndicate of locd busnessmen wss buying the
entire comer of Main and Church Streets, including the Mahaiwe House and Nationd Mahawe Bark stesand a
large piece of property on Cadle Stredt eedt of thefire gtation. Between July and November 1904, the syndicate
purdhessd Six sgparate pareds of land, including the Mahaiwe House property, the adjoining Eedand parcd on
Cadle Stret, the Nationd Mahaiwe Bark site, the Great Barrington Savings Bark site, and parcds at the rear of
Railroad Street's Hotd Waverly, dong with an assortment of rdated essemats and rights-of-way. The peper
destribed the transaction as "probably the largest red edtate ded ever carried through in Gregt Barrington.”
"[T]he 'Aching Void' & Cadle Strest corner [would] be covered a lagt," the Courier proclaimed. Rans were
underway for congtruction of a three-gtory brick building "equipped with al the convenience of the modem
busnessblock," which would include abank, gores, offices, and a"first-class Theatre, something which [Great
Barrington] hes never hed."

Previoudy, musicd and theetricd peformances in town, whether saged by loca groups or touring
etatainers hed teken place in various upper floor assambly hdls in buildings auch as the Town Hall, the Sumner
Block (located two buildings north of the Mahaiwe Block, ¢. 1860), and Housatonic's Centrd Hall. In addition to
the theatre, the building would have its own assambly hall for sodid gatherings and dances (cited in Drew,
Mahawe, p. 5-6). The assambly hdl didn't last long, however; by 1910, it was divided up for more lucrative usess
& gpatmattsand offices. The syndicate that pulled of f thetagk of consolidating the properties and planning the
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new gructure condgted of indugtridist John Henry Coffing Church, atorney Frank H. Wright, busnessmen Fank
Curtiss, ad Curtisss son Roy.

Gregt Barrington native John Henry Coffing Church (1870-1946) studied architecture and enginesring a
MIT, an dma mater that he shared with Mahaiwe Block architect Josgoh McArthur Vance With Church only two
years younger than Vance, h is possble that the two men became acquainted during their time & MIT. After
finishing his sudies Church worked as aderk for his father's company, Richmond Iron Works. Eventudly,
Church becameinvolved in severd of thetown's key businesses He wes the chairman of the board of directors
for Monument Mills in Housatonic, and sarved on the boards of threefinancialingtitutions: Union Trugt of
Springfield, the Nationd Mahaiwe Bank, and Great Barrington Savings Bank. Hisinvolvement in both industria
andfinancialinditutionsmede him acrucid player in the syndicate. Church dso sarved as the Mahaiwe Theetres
first lessse, from 19065 to 1910.

Frank H. Wright (1852- 1918), a native of Canaen, Connecticut, begen his caresr in Gregt Barrington as
an asddat in M. E. Tobey'sjewery store. Around 1872, Wright began working for Judge Jusin Dewey (1836-
1900), sarving alegd gpprenticeship for nearly adecade In 1881, Wright was admitted to the ber and opened his
own practice. Wright broadened his business interests to indude insurance and manufacturing. He became an
asodaein the inaurance firm of Wright & Frein (later Wright & Stone), and vice presdent of Monumeant Mills.
As atorney for Edward Searles the owner of the Mahaiwe House site, Wrright wes in an idedl podtion to broker
the dedl.

Frank Curtiss (1838-1918), andtive of the neighboring town of Sheffield, wes educated in private
schools, becoming ateecher in New Jarsey a the age of eghteen. Returning to Great Barrington, Curtiss bought a
digtillery in the Sedkonk neighborhood from his father and ran it for four years. Curtiss sold the ditillery ad
moved to New York City, where he mede his fortune investing in the city's new trolley sysem. He became
presidat of the Bt Line and Sixth Avenue Sreat Railwaysin New York. By 1900, his investments in public
trangportaion hed medehim amillionaire. Maintaining his principa resdence in New Y ork, Curtiss begen
aummering in his home town of Sheffield. Like Church and Wright, Curtiss and his son Roy (1881-1923) d0
sarvad on the board of the Nationd Mahaiwe Bank. He became the largest sharehdlder in the Mahaiwe Block
project. Curtiss dso owned apartid interest in the Berkshire Block on the other 9de of Main Stret.

The syndicate hired Fittsfield architect Josgoh McArthur Vance (1868-1948), perhaps because of his
involvement in the Berkshire Block recongtruction across the gret and his recent Classicd Reviva design for the
Colonid Thedtre in Pittsfield, aplush 1,200-s=t auditorium built by the Sullivan Brothers in 1908 (restored ad
reopened in 2006). A few years later, Vance would dso design the Mgestic (ak.a. Pdace) Theatre in Fittsfield
(1910, demdlished in the 1990s).

(continued)
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Born in Urbana, Ohio, Vance grew up in Chattanooga, Tannessae and atended Ohio's Urban University
before going on to dudy architecture a MIT. After receiving his degres in 1891, Vance worked with Bogon
achitect Frands R. Allen. In 1894, Vance moved to PRittsfield to oversee the congtruction of the Berkshire County
Savings Bank.

Like many early 20*-century architects, Vance employed avariety of reviva dyles that hed their origins
in dasdcd architecture. His carear encompessed residentid, commercid, indtitutiona, cultural, and recregtiond
dructures, from single-family homes to thefive-storyBerkshire Insurance Company Building in Pittsfield
(Rendissance Revivad Style, Bank Row, 1918) and Mount Grey lock's rugtic English Reviva Basoom Lodge
(1935). Beddes the Mahawe and Berkshire Blocks, Vance desgned Great Barrington's Renaissance Revivd
Hotd Waverly (1897, just around the corner from the Mahaiwe Block on Railroad Stret), the Colonid Reviva
Marble Block (a the northern end of the Main Strest commerdd district, 1902), and the Berkshire Record
Building (eka Firgt Nationd Grocary Store, 271 Main Strest, 1940). Like the Mahaiwe Block, the Marble Block
wes built by asyndicate of loca busnessmen.

Other commerdd gructures designed by Vance in Pittsfield include: the Kinndl-Kresge Building (47-51
North &, ¢. 1918), the Classicd Reviva England Brathers Department Sore (85-89 North &, 1937 - faBede
changad in 19605 demdlished 1999), the Colonid Reviva Melville Building (308-316 North &, ¢. 1899), ad the
Readssanoe Reviva Waite Building (338-346 North &, ¢. 1913; with George E. Haynes). Vances inditutiona
buildings in Pittsfield indude the Classca Revivad Regigry of Deads Building (ak.a Berkshire County Court
House Annex, 24 Wenddl Avenue, 1928), and the Classcd Reviva Masonic Temple (116 South &, 1914).
Vance d0 designed the basdbdl gadium a Waooneh Pak (1919), one of the lagt remiaining wooden grandgtands
in the country.

In Lenox, Vance designed the posh 400-room Aspinwall Hotd (1902, destroyed by firein 1931), a
sprawling Coloniad Revivd building that induded the mogt moden conveniences, such as deam hedt, long-
digance tdephone sarvice, devators, and atdegraph office. The hotd even hed its own resdent physdian. Inthe
esdten pat of the gate, Vance designed the Classcd Revivd Practicd ArtsBuilding & Fitchburg Sate College
(1909).

In addition to his architecturd tadents, Vance wes d0 an amateur actor. A mambe of the Fittsfied
Theetre Comparty, he gopeered in many productions at the Colonid Theatre. Destribed by historian Bemard
Drew & "a ham a heart," Vance was anaturd comedian. The Fittsfield composing teem of Frederick J. Liddle
and Edward Boltwood, who specidized in comic operettasin the manner of Gilbert and Sullivan, wrote & leest
ore role with Vance specifically in mind (Drew, Berkshire Eagle 11 Nov 2000). Vance didn't confine his
higrionic efforts to Pittsfield; he dso performed in the Liddle and Boltwood operetta”"Sunny Sicily" onthe
Mahawe dagein 1906 (Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 18; Greet Barrington, p. 39).

(continued)
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Vancefirst worked with Mahaiwe Block investor John H. C. Church in 1895, when Church hired the
architect to remodd his home. For the Mahawe Block, Vance designed aFrench Renaissance Revivd block of
samon-colored Romen pressed brick with marble, dolomite limestone foundation, and marble and pressed-mete
trim. No doubt with the previous higtory of the Ste inmind, Vance weas careful to incorporate the latest in
fireproof congruction technology.

Contractors on the project included meson Edward Hoyt Shaw (1849-1931), carpentter ER. Lorraine,
dectricians Whitwell & Malloy, and heeting contractor Ldand Manufacturing Co. A Van Deuserviile residert,
Shaw moved to Gret Barrington from New York Statein 1875. According to his obituary, Shaw hed "built
precticdly dl the larger business blocksthat good in the business section of Great Barrington. He hed an envigble
reputation as a building contractor of the highest integrity” (cited in Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 10). E. R Lorraine, the
capentry contractor, hded from Canaen, Connecticut and worked in partnership with hisson, S E. Lorraine of
Sheffidd. A. Whitwell (1866-1938), of Whitwell & Maoy, dayed connected to the Mahawefor mary years
renting office goecein the Mahaiwe Block for about thirty years and serving as the theetre's house dectrician.

On Augugt 31, 1905, the Berkshire Courier published an architect's rendering and alengthy description
of the new block. The paper's praise wes effusive: "The block as awhole equasin architecturd gppearance
modam arangamatt, finish and solidity of congruction anything in the Sate, though of course there are mary
larger ones™ The article want on to describe the bank's white marble columned entrance and quarter-oak panded
lobby. Some woodwork andfixtureshad been salvaged from the older bank block, which hed bean updated just
before the fire. The bank'stiledfl oors, marble bassboards firepl aces,and fireproof time-locked vaults were
among the features highlighted in the Courier's description (Note: the following citations are dl from Drew,
Mahawe, pp. 9-13).

Thefirst-fioorretail tenantswere to be Colden Segescigar factory and sore and Charles M. Gibbss
clothing shap on the building'sMain Street Sde. Both induded "modernfittings," firepl aces,and skylights. Three
dores & yet untenanted, were located on the Cadle Streat Sde. On  the ssoond fioor were twenty-one offices
ranging from 13 x 20" to 20 x 22", seven of them withfireplaces. The offices were st up <0 that they could be
rented ather singly or in suites. The ssocond fioor was dsoto indudea ' club room." Onthe third floor of the
Cadle Srest Sde of the building was the block's 59x51" assarbly hall with "beam-flnished ceilings," a
reception area and restroom facilities. A piano was to be added 0 that the goece could be usd for dances ad
other sodd gatherings The Main Street portion of the third floor wes nat partitioned orfl nished,and would be
cugtomHinished once tenantswere found.

Contractors were working overtime, the Courier reported, to get the theatre reedy for aplanned
Saptember 26 opening. The papar expected theatre-goersto find the new facility awonder:

The Mahaiwe Theetre will be as upto-date as ay playhouse in the country. In szeit will rank
with many aso-cdled metropolitan theetre while in equipment, exits and decoraive fegtures it
will have no superiors.... The architecture is French Reanaissance, the decorative color shameis a

(continued)
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graduation of the mild varied tonesof green and the gppointments will be asariesof delightful
aurprisesto the patrons The dageisas lage as those of the large theatre Sages of the country
ad inmay indancesis larger. Even the pdatid Nile green playhouse, the Hudson theetre in
New Y ork, cannot boest of gregter dage area than the Mahaiwe.... Itisthe widest dege in
Berkshire county... This mekesit possbleto handedl the scenary of ay production thet is
produced in New York or travels on the road. There are Six large dressing rooms, anple to
accommoaodate 20 principas, and two chorus rooms capable of taking care of from 50 to 100.

Vance hed bean careful to indude anumber of features to eege the minds of theatre-goers who might be
nervous about the Site's previous history. The Courier continued: "The house can be emptied in three minutesin
cae of ay dange and the fire equipment, the best and newedt in the country, works automaticaly with the
adbegtos curtain and the gage ventilators. The sage can be completdy shut off from the auditorium inless thena
minute by the sysem ingtalled." Jugt in cage reedarswere still concarned, the peper reminded them: "Besides
aooss the dleyway, the Great Barrington Fire Depatment adtsas a pamanent added safeguard.”

Although some downtown buildings induded assambly goeces which could be usad as auditoriums. Greet
Barrington hed never hed abuilding congructed gtrictly for theatrical use before. The Mahaiwe would be Grest
Barrington's only theetre for either age shows or motion pictures until the congtruction of a multiplex dnemaon
Railroad Strest in 1995. At the time of its congtruction, the Mahaiwe boagted the largest proscenium dege in
Berkshire County and could seet 1,000 people.

Interior designer John Leggett Everett Pl (c. 1876-1970) chossapdetteof old rosead ivory forthe
lobby. In the auditorium, he usad shedes of green to highlight the plegter relief and senciled desgnsof his
exubarant Barogue interior. The Berkshire Courier described the planned color scheme:

The decorations are to be carried out in the graduation colors of restful green. The shedes will run
from the light peargrean to the degper richnessof the nile green. The ceiling and Sdewalls will
be panded with senciled bordersin mosaic effect and the curtains, draperies and carpetswill
blend in harmony. The stage curtain is nile green plush with a degp generousfringe of the same
The drgperiesin the four boxeswill be veour of the same dhedesas the dage curtain and the
vevet capet inthe dides and foyer will match the box drgperies and the Sage curtain.

The main entrance will haveadlassfront, whichwill filter light upon the ceiling and wdls of the
od rosead ivory-colored lobby. Mosaic borders in polished ivory colors will enhancethe glow
of the old roseand the scintillating play of 500 dectric lightswill transform the whole ensamble
into ariot of charming color delightful to look upon.

Pdl called for rich materids to give the theatre an ar of grace and luxury. The Courier continued:

(continued)
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Theeisto bealadies retiring room, fumished with dl the luxury of orienta rugs, velvet-
cushioned s=ts and all the dainty trgppings which lend eese and comfort to women's cham and
grace Nor are the gentlemen to be forgotten. A amoking room is a their digoosd, furnished with
al the comfortsloved by man. Herewill he be ade to mingle with hisfriends, to discuss the
merits or faults of the play and obtain his necessary whiff of perfumed tobacoco before rgoining
the ladies.

The comfort of the patrons, in evary detail, hes been cared for without any regard to expense The
item of chairs, in orchestra, bacony and family circle, shows how the maenegamat have
congdered their future patrons. These chairs are upholgered in dark green lesther and trimmed in
mahogany. Thisis morethan any Thegtre in New Y ork can boadt.

Ddighted with both VVances gracious French Ranaissance Revivd exterior and Pdll's plush interior, the
Courier dedared the Mahaiwe a"charming and perfect little theatre' (28 S3p 1905, cited in Drew, Mahaiwe, p.
13). The naw theatres acoudics were spectecular, earning high praise from performers and Thegtre critics dike
throughout the Mahaiwes higtory.

A higtorian and writer as well s adesigner, John L.E. Pdl worked in avariety of cregtive endeavors
throughout his life. He began his carear on the New York Produce Exchange before becoming an interior designer
for New York's Bertine & Co. Hewent back into commerce as a sdes maneger for Gryphon Tire & Rubber
before turning to the Theetre. Hewas not only involved in Theetre design, but in many agpects of production as
well. In 1912, he wrote an operetta besed on Alice in Wonderland. With the advert of mation pictures, Pdl wrote
"soenarios” s the soreenplays for silent movies were then called. He adgpted agtory by Robeat W. Chambars for
the D.W. Griffith film "America' (eka"Love and Sacrifice") (1924), ahigoricd drama st during the American
Revolution. In 1922, Pdl adgpted a Sy Bartlett gory into the screenplay for "Down to the Seain Ships”" Directed
by Griffith protege Elmer Clifton, the film isnot only notable for a performance by avery young Clara Bow
(before de became the "1t Girl"), but dso for itsfootage shat aboard the whding ship " Charles Morgan,”
documenting the lagt whaling vayage from New Bedford. Invited by D.W. Griffith to work with him in Gameany,
Pdl dedined due to poor hedth. He gayed in movies, though, making educationd filmsfor Kodak's George
Eagmen.

Inthe 1920s, Pell dabbled inradio, writing the dramatizations "Forty Fathom Trawlers' and "George
Washington" for NBC. Semi-retired inthe 1930s, Pell spent histime restoring the 1740 Egremont Tavem in
South Egremont and writing historicalfiction.He partnered with local author Clay Perry (1887-1961) to write
TheCanadian Doctor (1932) and Hell's Acres: A Historical Novel of the Wild East in the'50's.

(continued)
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Pdl became one of the Mahaiwe Block'sfirst tenants, leesing ane of its second-floor offices. Other
tenants & the opening incdluded clothier Charles M. Gibbs and tobacconist Colden R. Sege Bomiin Granby,
Connecticut,

Cdden R. Saoe (1846-1929) begen his career in Grest Barrington'stobaocco industry by working a William L.
Blisssthirty-man cigar factory on Railroad Strest before striking out on his own. Sege eamed areputation for
producing a high-qudity product. In 1892, aloca publication noted that Sege "manufactures dtrictly to order ad
his goods ae in damand al over the country™ ("Along the Housatonic Lines' Bridgeport Publishing, 1892, cited
by Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 9). Sege hed his new Mahawe Block sore specidly designed for him, with abed< room
where he manufectured the cigars he sold in his shop. A tobacconigt's shop remiained in this locafion until 1985.
Suocessr tobacoonigts weare Alfred S Dorfman (in businesscirca 1916-1929), Philip A. Wilkinson (from 1929 to
about 1938), Harold McCormick (from about 1938 to 1958), John Gerard (from around 1958 to about 1969), ad
Edgar "Ted" Blackwell, who operated the busness as Ted's Smokeshop until a 1985 fire. After thefire, Ted's
Smokeshop moved acrossthe dreet to the Berkshire Block.

Chales M. Gibbs (1862-1945), localy known as the "dean of South Berkshire men's clothing
merchants" was anewsboy on the Housatonic Railroad before going into the clothing busnesses acleck a ALL.
Hubbdl's gore in 1881. In 1890, he bought Ralph 1 Taylor's busness and turned it into ashop that wes
desribed in 1892 &5 "one of the mogt degant establishments outside of New York or Boston...." ("Along the
Housatonic Lines' Bridgeport Publishing, 1892, cited by Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 9). In 1940, Gibbsretired, sdling his
shop to Bugane P. Scott and Harry B. Ogden. Ogden-Soatt Inc. carried both men's and ladies clothing & first.
By 1943 A. Holland Bates (1888-1971) hed replaced Soatt as partner, and the shop became Ogden Bates Inc. By
1947, Batesand Gordon P. Ogden hed split the men's and ladies divisions between them. Ogden took over the
women's clothing portion of the firm, establishing Ogden's Inc., while the men's degpartment became Bates Men's
Shop. Thetwo gores operated Sde by Sde out of the 316 Main Sregt gorefront. By 1963, Ogden's hed bem
replaced by Mary Finn's dry goods dore. Bates Men's Shop dayed in business until 1970, when Bates sold out to
Jeck Pevzner, owner of Jack's Department Store in Lee. Pevzner's Great Barrington sore became Jack's Country

Squire.

The Cadle Stregt storefronts, untenanted when the building opened, were soon rented out. By 1910,
occupants incduded dectrician and contractor A.E. Whitwell (the Mahaiwe Block's eectrica contractor), Hden
Turner's Berkshire Tea Shop (later the Berkshire Grill & Tea Room), grocers Elias & Josgph, and William C.
Howitt's "Star'" moving picture showroom. By 1913, when Howitt was manege of the Mahawe, Danish
immigrant Peter Hagen (1866-1954) wiss operating a printing and Sationery busnessin Howitt's former place of
budness & 12 Cadle Strest. Hagen reamained in busness a this location for thirty-five years, sdlling to anather
printer, Edward A. Martin, in 1948. For a short time during the late 19505 Martin ssars to have shared retail
goece with the Knick-Knack Shap, agift sore run by Gartrude K. Hynes and duliaL. Gillett. In 1963, Siok's
Barbar Shop occupied the spece

Around 1916, Louis Eley took over the 10 Cedle Strest grocery business from Elias & Josgph. By 1920,
the Southem Berkshire Power & Electric Compeany hed convearted the grocery gore for itsown offices.

(continued)
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Whitwell's goece a 6 Cadle Street gopears to have bean taken over by the Mahawe Barnk from about
1925 until 1937, when jeweler Adolph Strdeau moved in. In 1940, another dectrician. Culver R. Dorsey, rented
the shop. In 1947, Dorsey was suooassded by dectrica contractor Harland B. Fodter. By 1951, Josgphine Zanetti
hed opened achildren's clothing store, Jo's Kiddie Shap, in the former dectrician’s office. Bob's Time Sp
Suocossded Jo's around 1950,

The Berkshire Grill & Tea Room a 8 Cadlle Stredt was digolaced in 1929 when the Mahaiwe Bark wes
renovated. Willoughby's Grill took over the goecein 1932, but dayed only afew years. By 1937, the New
Engand Tdephone & Tdegrgph Company's offices occupied the former restaurant's goece. Today, the Cedle
and Man Stregt gorefronts are occupied by retail Soresand a cafe.

The Nationd Mahaiwe Bank and the Great Barrington Savings Bank operated sde by ddein their plush
naw quartersfor about ten years. Grest Barrington Savings Bank moved out in 1916, relocating to the Berkshire
Courier building (on Main Stret opposite Church Street). In 1963, the Nationd Mahaiwe Bank marged with the
Firg Agriculturd Nationa Bank of Berkshire County. 1n 1985, the bank sold the building to Barrington Redlty
Asodates (a sucoessor firm, Barrington Assodiates Redty Tmst, now owns the block), but dayed on as a tenant
until 1996. Like may amdl barksin the 19905 Firgt Agricultural wes taken over by BankBogton. Thefirstfloor
banking goece now houses a clothing sore and an at gallery, which opened in 2004, making cregtive use of the
bank'svault ss agdlery goece

The upper twofloorsof the Mahaiwe Block were rented by avariety of busnessand resdentid tenants
ove the next century. Commercid tenants induded redtors, lawyers, medicd professonds, insurance agents,
tailors, ad beautidans Very few familieslived in the Mahaiwes gpartmeants Mogt of the gpartments hed only
ore tenant. Single women, either unmarried or widowed, mede up the mgjority of tenants Only afew goatments
hed two or three occupants. The only large family that ssars to have lived there wes the househald of the
building's custodian, Mark Rathbun, which induded sx children. Resdents usudly worked in nearby shops ad
offlces. Same hed both their office and residentid goeoce a the Mahawe.

Arthur Ridgeway Ryan, the Mahawe Thegtrésfirst maeneger, came to Grest Barrington from New York
City in 1902. Hisfirstjob in Grest Barrington wes & the Sanley Ingrument Company, where his father-in-law
wes treesurer and manager. Ryan had bean involved in thestre Snce 1893 as acritic, maneger, press agant, dage
director, and actor. He hed performed with Chicago's American Extravaganza Company, the largest theetricd
organization in the country in the 1890s He hed dso worked as assodate manege of the Peoples Theetre in
Minnegpolis, and as athesatre critic for New York newspgpas HisNew York connections proved invaugble in
booking top-of-the-line acts. He promised to "presant only first dassattractions. By this 1 meenthat the
productions of Broadway will be seen herein their origind form" (quoted in Jul 1906 Berkshire Courier, cited in
Drew, Mahawe, p. 13). CharlesH. Booth (1861-1918), cashier for both the theetre and the Nationd Mahaiwe
Bank, worked with Ryan as booking agent. Keeping doseto both hisjobs. Booth rented an gpartment on the third
floor of the Mahawe Block during the 1910s

(continued)
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Gearge L. Taylor (1877-1950), avialinist and busnessman, became the theatresfirst musicd director. A

1908 graduate of Williams College, Taylor hed studied music in New Y ork City and became amusic teecher.
Caommarce proving more lucrative than music, however, Taylor becameinvolved in the red edate and insurance
business, forming abusness partnership with Robat K. Wheder. Wheder's father's insrance agency, Jdn C.
Whede & Company, could trace its originsto an office etablished by Archie W. Sdkirk in 1871. John's widow,
Lucy Kdlogg Wheder, managed the firm after the deeth of her husbend in 1898, avery unusud job for a woman
a that time. In 1913, he took on George Taylor as apatner, and the firm became Wheder & Taylor. Robart
joined the busness after returning from his sudies a the Massachusatts Agricultural College. The firm Whede

& Taylorisdtill active in Grest Barrington today, making it the town's oldest insurance and red etate egancy. In
the 1920s Whede & Taylor manegad anumber of enterprisesfrom their offices in the Mahaiwe Block,
including Foneer Credit, South Egremont Water Company, the Berkshire Advertising Bureau, and the Westem
Mass FHnance Company. Taylor was dso involved in the Housatonic Agricultural Society, Mountain Sad &
Grave, and he served on the boards of both the Great Barrington and Nationd Mahaiwe Savings Banks In 1928,
Whede & Taylor moved out of the Mahaiwe Block for bigger quarters

Thefirst production & the Mahaiwe Theatre was "Happyland,” acomic opera by Frederick Ranken &
Regindd DeKoven, which sopped in Gregt Barrington on itsway from Boston to New Y ork. The show, which
opened Septamber 26, 1905, garred De Wolf Hopper (1858-1935) and Marguerite Clark (1833-1940), two very
popular dege darsof their day. The program induded an entr'acte recitation by Hopper of Emest Lanvrence
Thaye's "Cay a the Bat," apiece that became Hopper's trademark. (Clark went onto gar in slent films, while
Hopper isnow better known through his fifth wife, Hollywood gosdp queen Hedda Hopper.) A hitin Grest
Barrington, "Happyland" wert onto 136 paformances onthe New Y ork sage (Drew, Mahaiwe, pp 14-18).

With his neerest competifion twenty miles avay a Pittsfield's Colonid Thegtre, Arthur Ryan wes adleto
fulfill his promise of bringing the best touring productions to the Mahaiwe's sage. With the railroad depat bardy
agonesthrow avay from the theetre, the Mahaiwe was a convenient 2op on the way to New Y ork. Nationdly
known performers who gopeared there induded George Arliss, May Robson, Eddie Foy, BEd Wynn, John Philip
Souss, and Springfield's Julia Sanderson. William Gillette performed in his trademark role of Sherlock Hames
on the Mahaiwes gage, and polar explorer Admiral Robart E. Peary lectured there in 1906. Berkshire County's
large number of summe residents and trangplants from New York City medefor gppreciative and discerning
audiences Parformers were often feted a after-theatre parties in the homesof Grest Barrington's cultura dite. In
addition to hogting nationd touring companies the Mahaiwe aso provided a venue for concarts and community
theetre productions.

Thefirst two decades of the 20* century saw continuing improvements to the town's infrastructure ad
trangportation networks and dhangesin its population. In 1901, the roadbed of the New Y ork, New Haven &
Hartford Railroad in Great Barrington wis raised, deed-ending Cadle Stredt just beyond the new fire gation. A
pedegtrian tunnd ran under the bridge, leading to the new Stick-Styletrain depot. In 1909, Main Srest was
devaed to improve drainage. Locd transportation was modernized with the congruction of the Berkshire Strest

(continued)
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Ralway linefrom Pittsfield in 1902. The line was extended to South Egremont in 1910 and to Sheffiedin 1911
In 1923, however, the trolley linesto South Egremont and Canaen, Connecticut, were abandoned. The entire
Berkshire Srest Railway trolley sysem ocessad operations in 1930, with matorbuses replacing trolleys for public

trangportation.

Early Modern Period, 1910-1940

By 1900, Gregt Barrington's population hed nearly doubled from its 1830 total, reaching 5,854. The tum
of the 20* cantury brought new immigrant communities to town. Around 1895, the town'sfirst Polish immigrants
stled in Housatonic. Soon afterward, Itdian immigrants came to work in Gregt Barrington's factories. The
town'sfirst Jawish resdents d o arrived around thistime as well; by 1921, the Jawish community wes large
enough to ned its own house of worship, converting a carpenter's shop on North Street into the Ahavath Shdom

Synagogue

In 1910, when John Coffing Church'sfive-yearlesse expired, the Mahaiwe Thedtre began heeding in a
new direction. Motion pictures first came to Grest Barrington in 1898, with ademondration by Lyman H. Howe
a ameding of the Ancient Order of United Workmen. Later that year, Howe showed film footage from the
SpanigdrAmerican war & the Town Hall. Howe soreened afew more slent films a Town Hdl ad later & the
Mahawe Theetre. Other early projectionists indluded Edwin J. Hadley and Charles S Taylor.

In 1909, William C. Howitt moved to town, determined to meke his fortunein the new entertainment
medium. Howitt st up his Star "nickeette" moving picture houss, showing "high dass moving pictures’ in one
of the Mahaiwe Block's storefronts. With the leesefor the 1,000-seet Mahaiwe Theetre up for grabas, Howitt
sHzed the opportunity to add movies to the Mahaiwe's paformance schedule The Berkshire Courier reported:
"Mr. Howitt does nat bdieve that thereis much call in Great Barrington for vaudeville, but redizing the way that
the people from miles around atendfirst-classatractions a the Mahaiwe, he intends to confine the amusamat
times to the latter and to moving pictures. Hewill dose his presant moving picture quarters” (cited in Drew,
Mahawe, p. 23).

Howitt's 1910 Berkshire Hills ad promised "high+dass mofion pictures, depicting in amod redidtic
fashion evary pheee of life—'from grave to gay, from lively to severe™ At the Mahawe one ey se atire
drames adted in pantomime-and acted well, too. There are comedy pictures; there are tragedy pictures. Both
young and old find red 'entertainment’ a the Mahaiwe, much of it being of that character which isa ance
agreeeble and informing. The program is changed daily, there is continuous performance evary afternoon ad
evening, and the admisson, including sedts is but ten cantsfor adults and five centsfor children. No wonder the
Mahawe isliked by everybody!" (cited by Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 23) Howitt remaned a the Mahaiwe only until the
ad of hisownfive-yearleese In 1916, he moved on to Pittsfield's Grand Thestre, vanishing soon afterwards in
the midgt of a scandd over the nonHpayment of vaudeville performers.

(continued)
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In 1916, Grest Barrington native Louis C. Rafganger (b. 1856) became the theatresthird lessag with his
aon Eal a8 manage. Rafsanger hed avaried carear before getting involved in the theatre. HE bean agrocer, a
dationer, adeputy sheriff, aconductor for the Berkshire Strest Railway, and chief enginear for thetown's fire
department. His son Earl, whose caresr as the Mahaiwe's maneger lagted nearly forty years, hed run a nickdette
theatre during his high schoal days He'd dso bean asemi-professiona besgod| player and manege. After
atending Union Business College in Bridgeport, Connecticut, Earl worked as a denographer. Before managing
the Mahawe, hed run aRidgefied, Connecticut, inn with his brother and maneged the Cedar Hills Thedre in
New Haven, Connecticut.

The Raifgangers ran the Mahaiwe as avenue for both movies and theatrical shows, contracting with the
Metro, Paramount, World, Pethe, and Mutud film studios. Locd musidans, and someimes alive orchedrg,
would provide the background music for the sllent pictures. In 1929, Gregt Barrington residents saw their first
talking pictures, with the presentation of the al-talking, al-singing, adl-dancing "Broadway Lullaby of 1929."

Eal Rafganger was not only involved in showing films, but dso dabbled abit in production. In 1921, he
dtracted amovie troupe from newsgpgper tycoon William Randolph Hearst's Coamopalitan Productions to neke a
dlent film in the Gregt Barrington area. "Sigers' wasfilmed on locafion on Great Barrington's Main Streat and &
gtesin North Egremont and Stockbridge. Severd town residents gopeered in minor roles or & extras, and the cedt
wes given a hearty wdcomethat included atour of the Slanley dectrica works. The 1923 movie "Going Up" wes
dso st in Great Barrington, though the only location shooting conggted of aflyover(Drew, Mahaiwe, pp. 29
30).

The Raifgangers continued to book vaudeville actsin the theetre until 1932, opening the bacony only for
Saturday night shows In 1922, they petitioned the town for permisson to show movies on Sundays promising to
soean only filmswith the highest mora tone. The petition was denied; Sunday movies weren't gpproved until
1930.

In 1925, the syndicate that hed built the Mahaiwe Block and Thestre decided to turn the building over to
itstwo principd tenants Earl Raifganger bought the theetre portion of the building, and the Nationd Mahawe
Bank purchesad the commercia goace A complicated st of essamants were drawn up to cover the use of
common dleyways and to enarethat Raifstanger retained the right to use dressing-room spece that encroached

on the party wall property boundary.

Throughout his career. Earl Rafganger vigoroudy marketed the Mahaiwe, using a number of
promotiond gimmicks, including fiddle contests and Chrigmas and Thanksgiving turkey giveaways to get
audiences to come to the shows And come they did. Earl's son John recdled the theetre in the 1920s and '30s this
way: "On Saturday nightsthey ran adouble trolley car from Housatonic. If you didn't get there by twenty before
sven, there ware no seets available (cited in Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 41).

(continued)
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While the Mahawe was adapting to the new technology of mation pictures, Great Barrington wes dso
adgpting to the new technology of the automobile. By 1921, the town hed 87 miles of gate highway. Inthe
centrd village, from 1921 to 1928, the town paved South Main Stredt, upper Main Street, Cadlle, ad Bridge
Stregts The Humphrey (Bridge Strest) bridge was reinforced to accommodae automobiletraffic. Great
Barrington's highway and fire departments added motorized vehides to their equipment. The increesing mobility
provided by the automobile dso meant increasing devdopment. 1n 1920, the town established a Planning Board
to direct the town's future growth. In 1931, the town creeted itsfirst building permit requirements, followed by a
st of zoning bylawsin 1932 "to promote the generd wdfare of the inhabitants and to improve and beautify the
town." (cited in Drew, Greet Barrington, p. 504).

Jdut beforethe greast dock market cragh, the National Mahaiwe Bank upgraded itsfaBede. In 1929, some
of the banking facilitieswere temporarily moved to the Berkshire Grill & Tea Room & 6 Cadle Stredt, ad the
bank's recesssd Tuscan-columned entryway wiss replaced with amarble Art Deco entry thet was brought out flush
with the building's main faBade, asat of double bronze doors replacing the columns as the bank's digtinctive
entry. An arched pand over the door depicting anative man and woman surrounded by fruits andflowersand a
bee skep howead thet, in spite of the modern fafade. Great Barrington still retained astrong identity & an
agricultura community.

The Mahaiwe Thegtre seamed to provide arespite from the economic troubles of the Great Depression.
Eal Rafganger sold the theetre in 1930 to the Greet Barrington Thesetre Company (a holding compeny for
Interdate Theetres), though he stayed on as manager until his degth in 1953, With the dhange in ownership came a
new look for the Mahaiwe. In 1930, renovations directed by Interdate Theetres president Edward Ansin involved
the ingtalation of a meta, canopy-style marquee over the grand arched entryway. Double French doors, new
poger frames, and aconcession gand were added to the lobby. Indde the auditorium itsdf, the variegated greans
weae repanted inivory and rose The green velvet seets wre replaced with new ones; reducing the theatres
capecity from 1,000 to 750. A 1938 article that gppeared in the Berkshire Courier described the reaults

Theindde of the Theetre auditorium displays agenard pand effect of old rosg ivory and gold.
The schame hes bean followed throughout in perfect harmony of color. The pands have bem
designed with beeded border. The high ceiling isin mottled gray and there the outline is of
reddish tan, with hand-painted omamentation in various colors, the work of a meger workman
whoee training in Frankfort and Munich, Garmany, qudified him for this... The proscenium arch
isin old ivory with red and ivory border. The bacony front and the decorations have bean done
ove in white ivory with the shidds in the ornamentation in rose and the bdance inlight and
shedework. The gageis festooned in red velour of an atrective shaede, and drapings a other parts
of the Theetre are in conformation. New gage settings were designed by Nationd Theetre Supply
of Bogton. The lighting system wias replaced with omamenta wrought ironfixtures." (2 Apr
1938, cited in Drew, Mahaiwe p. 38)

(continued)
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Moden Period, 1940-1957

During World Wer 11, the Mahaiwe showed its support for servicemen by offering them haf-price
admisson. Maneger Earl Raifganger contributed to the war effort by leading the town's Savage Committee. A
decedke |ater, when the Cold War raised anxieties about security in Grest Barrington, Mahawe maneger
Rafganger took aleading role in supervisng Civil Defense projects.

Live gage shows retumed to the Mahaiwe Thegtre in 1948, with the Barrington Players performance of
"You Can't Take it With You." Radio dso came to the Mahaiwe when gation WLCR of Torrington, Connecticut
begen broadcagting aweekly tdent show, "The Gregt Barrington Varigties," featuring loca performers, on
SAurday mornings,

The Mahaiwe recaived ancther upgrade in the 1950s though the changes were nat as mgjor as the 1930
renovation. A new panoramic screen wiss ingtdled in 1953, and the interior wiss repainted inneutrd colorsthat
downplayed thefiamboyantdetails of the auditorium's plasterwork.

In 1953, a third generation of Raifgangers took cudody of the Mahaiwewhen Jahn T. Raifdanger (1925
2000) todk ova manegamatt upan the degth of hisfather. John fdlowed his father's lead, pramating the thegtre
with hulahagp ocontestsin 1988 and a "madt digible bachdar” oontest in 1961, long befare the days of redlity
tdevison (Drew, Great Barrington, p. 70). In 1960, he intraducad foreignfil msto the Mahaiwe shoning them
two nights a wek. Like his father, John dabbled in aha entertainment media, allowing the thegtre to beused as a
recording gudio for the narration of " The Marshd Calls" a dooumeantary about harness rading. The Mahaiwe was
chaosn because of itsexogptional acoudtics (Berkshire Eagle, 24 Jan 1961 dted by Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 41)

Reocent Higtory (dnce 1957)

Great Barrington's populationfi guresmede their largest jump since 1900, with an increese of nearly 750
residents betwean the 1960 canaus (6,624) and the 1970figures(7,372). Thetown's mgor arteries beganto sse an
increesein gtrip devdopmeants competing with downtown businesses

Along Main Stredt, the addition of new duminum sreetlightsfixturesin 1960 brightened the evenings,
but the newfixtureswere ajarring contragt to the 19*-century architecture. Other downtown changes during the
1990s induded anew bridge & Cattage Stret and the condruction of additiond parkinglots. In 1973, Man
Street’s utility lines were moved underground.

(continued)
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While many higtoric theatresfailed in the face of chalengesfrom suburban multi-screen cinemas during
the 1980s and 19705 the Mahawe managed to avoid asimilar fate. When John Rafganger |eft the Mahawe in
1974 to concentrate on publishing his Shopper's Guide newspgper, he turned over manegamant to Albert M.
Schwartz. A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, Al Schwartz grew up in New York State and studied marketing ad
finance a the Univerdty of Hawaii. He'd been maneger of a country lodge in New Y ork Stete when he dedided to
try hishand a thestre managament. He announced plansto kegp the theetre open seven daysawesk, showing a
mix of maindreem movies, at films, and dassics He dso wanted to bring live entertainment to the theetre again.

Saying he was "swept avay by [the Mahaiwe's] beauty and potentia,”" Schwartz felt that the Mahawes
luxurious auditorium would provide theetre-goerswith an experience far superior to what they would find in the
new uburben multiplexes. "We gpen our showswhh the lights and the curtains and the fanfare...people ae fed
up with seaing filmsin shogboxeswith tiny screans and uncomfortable seets... Harewe have the ambience of a
true movie pdace" (quoted in the River Vdley Chronicle, 1980 cited in Drew, Mahaiwe, p. 44).

Like the Rafgangers, Schwartz used cregtive marketing to atract viewers to the Mahawe. Heranfall
film festivas, which he promoted with a newspgper cdled The Mahaiwe Gazette, published from 1977 to 1984.
He devdoped the "Mahaiwe Movie Memories Game" which wes broadcagt over WBS radio. For his efforts,
Schwartz won an award from the United Motion Picture Association for excdlence inpromotiona campagns
Schwartz nat only marketed his theetre, but the Berkshires as well. He published three Berkshire promotiond
megazines Berkshire Magazine (1974), Of the Berkshires (1975), and Berkshire Litchfield Magazine (1976).

In the 19805 Gregt Barrington's sdectmen embarked on adowntown revitdization campeaign. The
CARD (Commercid Area Revitdization District) wes esteblished, offering low-interest loans to downtown
busnesses A grassoots organization caled Main Stret Action darted a Berk-Shares program to bring an
infusion of cagh to locad busnesses By the 1990s Main Stret was a successful and edlectic mix of anfique ad
Soecidty gores gdleries, and restaurants

At the Mahaiwe, Schwartz offered his own revitdization program, in the form of live musicd, dramatic
and dance programss as well as movies. Parformers ranged from locd performing arts groups, including the
Berkshire Bdlet, the Barrington Ballet, and the Olga Dunn Dance Company of Grest Barrington, to nationdly
known jazz, folk, rock, and pop musidians like Chick Coreg, Pete Seeger, Nandi Griffith, Livingston Taylor,
Bonnie Raitt, and Beausoleil. In 1987, the theatre's Barogue interior was used as a backdrop for some of the
opening ssctions of the loca PBS gation's "Hollywood Classics' movie series

The e of the Mahaiwe in 1988 to the Hoyts multiplex chain raised concamnstheat the thestre would be
dosad and abandoned, like 0 many of the picture paacesof the 1920sand 1930s Great Barrington's sdectmen
promised they would nat let the theatre be demalished. While the sdectmen explored the idea of developing a
higtoric digtrict ordinance to protect the theetre, concamed citizens founded " Save the Mahaiwe' to raise money
to buy the thestre.

(continued)
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Concans ove the Mahaiwe's fate became acatdyd in drawing community attention toward the
aurrounding historic properties dong Main Street. In 1989, the town's first locd higtoric digtricts were
edablished. Didtrict "A" encompessed thirteen propearties on Main, Railroad, and Cadle Stredts, including the
Mahaiwe Block/Mahaiwe Theatre. The historic district ordinance regulaied dterations, demolition, and new
congruction within the digtrict (Great Barrington Historical Society Newdeter, #20 Summer 1992, p. 3). A third
district wes added in 1994, and Didtrict A was expanded to indude the train station in 1934 and the First Nationd
Bak in 1995.

The Mahawe remained open through the higtaric digtricting process and the fundraising campaign. In
2000, the Berkshire Opara Company bought the theetre with plansfor athree-year, $15 million renovation project
that would alow the Opera Company to expand its summer performance program to ayear-round one By
Septambe 2001, the Opera Company  hed raised $2.75 million and hed gpplied for a$3 million dete grant.

The Sgatamber 11, 2001, terrorist atacks put anumber of Sate grant programs on hold, with the
legidature debating whether to redlocate fundsto upgrade security and anticipating an economic downturn theat
could reduce tax revenue With the sate grant till pending, some work was begun on the renovation project,
which would eventudly indude anew orchedra pit, badkgege facilities, seating, and reception arees as well &
mudnesded structurd repairs and infrastructure improvements.

Hugh Hardy of the New York firm Hardy-Holzman-Pfeiffer was hired to oversee the project. Described
by WAMC/Northeest Public Redio presdent Alan Chartock as the "prince of restoration architecture' (Alan
Chartock Blog, 6 Jun 2005, http:/Aww.\vamc.org/archives’2005 06 06 _archivehtml). Hardy is nationdly
known as an expat in the restoration of historic theetres, with projects that have indluded New York City's
Magedtic, the New Victory, and the New Amgterdam. Hardy hed apersond connection with the Mahaiwe, having
dtended movies there as a teenager.

Thefirst arees tackled were the backsage and dressing rooms, which were completed in October of 2001.
Thet same month, afederd grant of $250,000 came through from the federd Save Americds Tresaures program.
But in November, the project received acritical blow when the anticipated date grant failed to survive budget
cuts A capitd campaign was planned for the following summer.

Concats, plays, ard movies continued to be shown in the theetre while thefinancial problems were sorted
out. Marc Schafier and Deborah McDowell of Grest Barrington's Club Helsinki produced a seriesof conoats that
brought legendary jazz, folk, bluegrass, and ethnic performers to town. Loca dance and musicd companies
presented concarts and shows and the film festival continued its run. The Berkshire Opeara Compary scheduled
Benjamin Britten's "The Tum of the Screw for itsfirst performance in the Mahaiwe in August 2002, thefirst full-
scde opaatic production on the Mahaiwe's dage.

(continued)
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In November, 2002, the Opera Company voted to tum the restoration project over to the newly formed
Mahawe Performing Arts Canter which planned to turn the theatre into a more broadly bessd, year-round
performing atsvenue  Berkshire Opera Company's charperson, Lola Jaffe, became presdent and chair of the
new organization, whichfinalizedthe transfer of ownership in January, 2003. That same year, the Mahawe
Performing Arts Center, recorded a historic presarvation restriction with the Massachusetts Higtorical
Commission, stipulating that al dteraions to the building must maintain its architectural and historica integrity.

The changein ownership provided the facility with acore manegement group dedicated soldy to
fundraising and renovation. By July, 2003, the new organization hed raised more than $1.6 million dollars in
additiond funds, bringing the first phege of renovation to completion. The theatre's infrastructure was upgraded
with anew roof over the front of the theatre, anew fire darm and sprinkler sysem, and handicgpped-accessble
resrooms

The next phege of renovations began in 2004 with Higtoricd Commission's goprovd of an ar
conditioning sygem and an aocoessramp for handicapped patrons. The project recaived afinancialbood in the
amme of 2004 with acombination of sate and private foundation grants announced for the upcoming fiscal
yeer. By fall of 2004, sructurd and mechanicd repairs and upgradeswere negrly finished, and painters hed just
finished regtoring the ceiling's original senciled designs Toward the end of 2004, the project's future wes finally
looking optimigtic. With the progpect of additional municipa and federd grant funds, the renovation project
gopeared to be on itsway to the final gages of congtruction.

In October, 2005, the nonprofit Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center formed a sgparate for-profit
corporation, Mahaiwe LL C, to take advantage of the Massachusatts Historic Rehabiilitation Tax Credit program.
A $500,000 chdlenge grant from private donors rounded out the funding for the year. By April 2006, Lola Jaffe
ad her gtaff a the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center hed put together atotal of nearly $7.5 million in state,
federd, loca, and foundation grants and private donations. For her efforts on behdf of the Mahawe Theetre,
Jaffe was named 2006 Person of the Y ear by the Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce

Over the winter of 2004, painter John Canning of Cheshire, Connecticut, began the long and paingtaking
processof restoring the Mahaiwe's rose and ivory paint scheme which was completed just in timefor the
Mahaiwe's opening gda in June 2005. Under the leedarship of board president Lola Jaffe, managing director
Beryl Jolly and thestre maneger Albert Schwartz, the restored Mahaiwe hoged itsfirst full seeson of concarts
gage shows and movies Through the winter and spring of 2005-2006, dagerigging, seets carpeting, ad
bethrooms were replaced, and the theatre's 1930 marques wes renovated. Additiond upgrades induded
whedchair accessible restrooms and seting arees and awhedchair lift. Thefinal fafaderepars and interior
retoration were completed in November, 2006.

Today, Grest Barrington's tum-of-the-century downtown is awell-preserved collection of historic
commercid blocks doing a brisk trade with loca and tourist traffic. The Mahawe remains the "charming ad
perfect little theetre' described by the Berkshire Courier a its opening. Through the determination of a series of

(continued)
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dedicated and credtive managars the theatre hes remiained open in the face of competition from suburban
multiplexes, tlevision, videotape, ad video games Reporting on the 2005 opening gda marking the Mahaiwes
centennid and the culmination of yet ancther phesein thefive-year-longrestoration struggle, the Berkshire
Eagles Jeffrey Borak described the restoration project as "a true gift to the community from a group of people
determined to do thingsthe right way" (2 Jun 2005).

(end)
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QR 2oL ass A6 MBS SRl gmmission tel&pfond B4 2%Fr-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125-3314

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs - Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check WAU the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owners (2)

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name MAHAIWE LLC

street & number PO Box 690 telephone 413-644-9040

city or town Great Barrington state MA zip code 01230
name BARRINGTON ASSOCIATES REALTY TRUST

street & number 999 River Rd. telephone 413-789-0800

city or town Agawam state MA zip code 01001

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or detemnine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this forni to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERB.\L BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property boundary begins at the southwest corner of Main and Cadle Stregts and proceadsin a northeagterly
direction dong Main Strest on the southeagterly property line of 314-322 Main Strest for 96 feet to the
southeestemn cormner of adjacent property a 312 Main Street; then turning west runs dong the northern property
line of 314-322 Main Streat for 98.38 feet; then turns north & the southwestern corner of 312 Main Srest ad
runs dong the northern line of 314-322 Main Sreat for 26.81 feet to the northwest cormner of 312 Main Stredt.
Theline then turns west again, running aong the northern property line of 314-322 Main Sregt for 17.25 fed,
then turns south and runs dong the wegterly line of 314-322 Main Strest for 7 7/8 fedt, then turns west and runs
dong the northern property line of 314-322 Main Stregt for 17.25 feet to the northeastern corner of the property
line of 14 Cadle Street. The line continues running west dong the northern property line of 14 Cadle Sret for
17.2 feet, then turns south, running aong the eastem property line of 1521 Railroad Sreet for 145 feet, then
turns e, running aong the southern boundary of 1521 Railroad Street for 35 feet donga 9' right-of-way. The
line then tumns north and runs for 9 feet and turns esdt again, running 15.7 feet dong the northern line of theright-
of-way to the southwest corner of 15-21 Railroad Strest. The line turns north again, running for 10 feet dong the
westem property line of 1521 Railroad Stredt, then tumns east and rund 7.5 feet dong the southem property line
of 23 Railroad Srest to the northwest corner of the property & 14 Cedle Street. The line turns south, running 136
feet dong the eagtan property line of the Grest Barrington Fire Department's property to Cedle Sredt, then runs
eedt dong Cadle Strest 206.94 feet to the point of beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries are the same asthe property linesfor 14 Cadle Sreat and 314-322 Main Sret and conform to
the footprint of the Mahaiwe Block.

(end)
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ATTACHMENTS

Current Ste Documentation

USGS Map: Greet Barrington, MassNY (1:25,000 metric), 1997 edition.
Asessrs Magp: Great Barrington, MA, Sheat 19, Parcds 83 & 0.

Higtorica Ste Documentation & Views

Bexs Atlas of Berkshire County, Mass (1876), Hate 91 - Greet Barrington.

Begs Atlas of Berkshire County, Mass (1876), Faes 96-98 - Main K., Greet Barrington.
Burleigh's Birdseye view of Gregt Barrington, MA (1884).

Sanbom Fre Insurance Mgp (1884), Aae 1 - Man K., Great Barrington, MA.

Sanbomn Fre Insurance Mep (1895), Rae4 - Man ., Gregt Barrington, MA.

Sanbomn Fre Insurance Mep (1903), RAae 5 - Man ., Great Barrington, MA.

Sanbom Fire Insurance Mgp (1912), Rae 4 - Man ., Gregt Barrington, MA.

Sanbom Fre Insurance Magp (1923), RAae2- Man ., Gregt Barrington, MA.

Sanbom Fre Insurance Magp (1923 with 1947 revisons), Hae 2 - Great Barrington, MA.
Hill Enginears Survey Flan for Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center (2004).

USGS agid photo of downtown Greet Barrington, MA (n.d., ¢. 1990).

Budl photogrgph of Main &., Gregt Barrington, ¢. 1875 (courtesy Levelille, p. 50).
Burleigh's Birdseye view of Gregt Barrington, 1884 (detail of Main & Cadle &t.).

Viewsof Man & Cadle K., Grest Barrington, 1891 & 1902 (courtesy Leveille).

Postcard views of Mahaiwe Block, Great Barrington, 1905-1920 (Mason Library Collection).
Postcard views of Mahaiwe Block, Great Barrington, 1910-1940 (Mason Library Collection).
Phatograph of Mahaiwe Theetre marques, ¢. 1946 (courtesy Drew).

Mahaiwe Thegtre seting plan, 1932-34 (courtesy Drew).

Phatograoh of Mahawe Theetre interior from the sage, 1906 (courtesy Drew).

Phatograph of Mahaiwe Thestre interior from the bacony, 1906 (courtesy Drew).



Great Barrington, Mass Published & drawn by L. R. Burleigh. Beck & Pauli, htlio., Troy, N.Y.,cl884. Libraiy of Congress
panorannic map collection.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
All photographs by Michael Flower for the Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, 2006.

Photo 1: Mahaiwe Block, view of west and south devationsfrom Cadle S

Photo 2: Mahaiwe Block, view of south devation looking northwest from Cadtle S
Photo 3: Mahaiwe Thestre, view of south eevation, Cadle S., Greet Barrington, MA.
Photo 4: Mahaiwe Thestre, interior view of main lobby, looking northeadt.

Photo 5; Mahaiwe Thestre, interior view of main stage from bacony, looking north.
Photo 6: Mahaiwe Thestre, interior view of opera boxes, eegt Sde of auditorium.
Photo 7: Mahaiwe Thestre, interior view of auditorium looking northeast from mezzanine.
Photo 8 Mahaiwe Thestre, interior view looking south from stage.

Photo 9: Mahaiwe Thestre, interior view of lower [obby, looking northeedt.

Photo 10: Mahawe Block, interior view of commercid vestibuleon Cadle S

Photo 11: Mahaiwe Block, interior view of 2™ floor commercid corridor.

Photo 12: Mahaiwe Block, view of eest and south devations fromMain St

Supplementary color photos:

Phato S1 Main &. faBade, looking SV
Phato S2 Main S. faBade, looking NW
Photo S3 Cadle S. feBade, looking NW & Main S.



Aerial phao o Great Barrington from USGS
Mahaiwe Block and Theater autlined above



Main Sredt, Great Barrington, drca 1875. Burgat & Lewis Block (aka Mahawe House)
an(i National Mahawe Bank a far left (outlinea). The brick building a right, the City
Sore (1853) isthe only building in this image il ganding. Published in Levalle, Gay T
Images of America: Around Great Barrington and Sodkbridge Dover, New Hampdhire
Arcadia Publishing, 1997, p. 50 (O. Budl, phatographer).



Great Barrington, Mass Published § dram by L. R. Burlagh. Beck & Pauli, Htho, Troy, N.Y., cl884. Library of Congress
panoramic mgp callection. Detail showing comer of Main and Cadle Streds

National Mahawe Bank located at #3 abov®] Mahawe Houseto left of Natkmal Mahawe Bank building.
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Great Barrington, Mass,, Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps. New Y ork: Sanbom Mgp Co., 1903



Great Barrington, Mass,, Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps. New \*rk: Sanborn Map Col, 1834



Gregt Barrington, Mass, Sanbom Hre Inaurance Maps New York: Sanbom Map Co,, 1856



Great Barrington, Mass.,, Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps. New Y ork: Sanbom Map Co,, 1912.



Great Barington, Mass, SaBdm Fre Insrance Mgos New York: Sarbbom Méap Co., 1923
Mahawe Block and Theeter outlined ebove I



Gregt Barrington, Mass; Sarbom FHre Insirance Maps New Y ork; Sanbomn Mapko 123 with 1947 revisons
Mahaiwe Block and Thegter outlined above






The tomor ol Mam and Castle Stivers in Cnvat Bairnii“ton Kinke.,,! \ei\ Llitteient in 1892.
A hardware Mtoie, iMrunsrore, piano einpormiii, law ottite, (ihorojj;raphy .-.nklio, and other
IHISnee™ were locatevt here. .Alter the luiildini.!;> burned in 1901, rhe Mahaiwe Block and
Theater were eiecteil on rhe sue. The cannon oi* rhe lawn ot the low n hall was known a 'XMLI
Macet-lonia." It w as taken hom aiMitish ti ii*are alter the War ot 181 2. nuriiiL; VV'orlvl War 11, the

cannon was h.mled awav tor scrap. (Laiie Brothers photof”i.iph courlesy ot (iieat IVirrini“ton
Historical Society.)

This rate, one-of-a-kind photoi,'raph shttvws Castle Street in Grear Barrint“ron just hctore it
was de.id-ended by the railroad in 1901. When a new train station was huilt (a year after
rhis photofiaph was taken), the railroad tracks were rai.sed, C'astle Street was cut off, and
a peilestrian suhway tui\nel was huilt under rhe tracks. The Mahaiwe Theater now stands

where the w'(K)den huildint; in the right (oiegiound is.shown. (Hughes photograph ct)urtesy ot
LeveilleCollection.)

Fom Levelle Gay T. Imeges of America Around Gret Barrington and Stockbridge.
Dove, New Hampshire Arcadia Publishing, 1997.



Vlaiiaiui- Block I.jrcal Llarrinuiuii. -Mabs.

Podcard views of Mahaiwe Block and Mahaiwe Theeter, Gregt Barrington Mass
circa 1905-1920

Fom Mason Library Pogtcard Collection. Greet Barrington, MA



Pogticard views of Man Stregt, Greet Barrington, from Mason Librar>" Posticard Collection. Grest Barrington. MA
Upper view, drca 1940, showing remodded Nationd Mahawe Bark entrance
Lower view, drca 1910-1929



Mahawe Theater marquee from Drew, Banard A. A Higory of the
Mahaiwe Theater in Great Barrington, Massachusatts Great
Barrington, Massachusdtts Attic Revivals Press 1989
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BALCONY.

SEATmC PLAN
-MAHAIWE TMEATR

Mahaiwe Theater seating plan (South Berkshire
Directory 1932-34)
From Drew, Bemard A. A Higtory of the Mahawe
Theater in Great Barrington, Massechusatts Gregt
Barrington, Massachusetts Attic Revivas
Press 1989



Mahawe Theater interior, 1906. From Drew, Bemard A. A Higiory of the Mahawe Theater in Gregt
Barington, Massechusdts Great Barrington, Massachusdits Attic Revivds Ress 1989



Mahawe Theater interior, 1906. From Drew, Benad A. A Higory of the Mahawe Theater in Gregt
Barrington, Massechusetts Great Barrington, Massachusatts Attic Revivas Press 1989
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MASS. HIST. GCOVM

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE

STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133-1053

SENATCR ANDREA F. NUA FCRQ JR COMMITTEES:

BERKSHIRE. HAMPDEN. HAMPSHIRE BANKS AND BANKING (CHAIRMAN)
AND FRANKLIN DISTRICT SENATE WAYS AND MEANS
ROOM 21 3B. STATE HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES
TEL. 617-722-1625 AND ELDERLY AFFAIRS
FAX 617-722-1523 LCXAL AFFAIRS

DISTRICT OFFICE:
74 NORTH STREET
PITTSFIELD. MA 01201
TEL. 413-442-6810

FAX 413-442-6927 June 9,2003

William F. Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedlth
M assachusgtts Historical Commission

Sate House Room 337

Bogton, Massachusats 02133

Dear Seretary Galvin:

| am writing seeking your assigance in expediting the Mahaiwe Thegtr € s application to the
Massachusdits Higorical Commission asthey sask the designation of being listed on the National
Regiger of Higoric Places.

Asyou are aware, bang on the National Regigry of Higoric Placeswould offer amultitude of
funding opportunities for the Theatresrehabilitation. These funding gpportunities would nat be available
otherwisg, and in these difficult economic timesimportant community devdopment prgjects such as this
nesd every advantage when competing for scar ce resour ces.

The Mahaiwe Theatre built in 1905, isGreat Barrington'sfirst and only gage thestre It is
located on Cagtle Sredt in the Downtown Higtoric Digtrict which also indudes the Town Hall, the Civil
War Monumett, the firedation, the Russal Housg, the train gation, aswell asthe Mahaiwe Block. Itisa
French Classic Revival and Beaux Arts Theatre designed to presmt original Broadway plays, and isane
of the dazen ddest of its kind in the country. It isan architectural gam and oncerenovations are complete
it will reeum to itsfiill gory of offering a range of quality arts programming induding thestre, music,
film, and opera asthe Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center.

| enthusadtically support the restoration of the Mahaiwe Theatre and | respectfully reques that
the application submitted to the Massachusatts Higtorical Commission be processed exjjeditioudy it
may procead to the federal govanment and approved for a liging on the National Regigter of Higtoric
Places. Thank you in advance and please contact me if | may be able to provide any further assgance in
moving this forward.

Sncerdy,

ANDREA F. NUCIFORO, JR.
Sate Smator

cc. The Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center
cc. Congressman John Olver






The Commonwedlth of M assachust

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonw
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 17, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Historic Landmarks/Nationa Regigter Programs
Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW, 8* floor

Washington, DC 20005

Re: MahaiweBlock, Great Barrington (Berkshire), MA

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosad please find corrections to aNational Register nomination recently submitted to your
office.

At the request of NPS staff, the following corrections and additiond items are endosed:

Section 8, page 1, isamendad to eiminate the phrase 'gate level” in the opening paragraph.

An additiona photograph (#12) is submitted to better illustrate the Main Stret faBade of the
block. The photograph identification pege (Attachments, page 2) hes been changed to reflect this
addition, and Section 7, page 2, d<o reflects this amendment.

Additional color photos have been submitted to supplement the photo coverage of the Main Stregt
falade. These have ds0 been added to the photo identification page.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friitdberg 0
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



