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in the National Register
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MARIAN FELL LIBRARY 
INDIAN RIVER CO., FL.

The Marian Fell Library is located at 63 North Cypress 
Street in Fellsmere, Florida. The one-story, 800 square foot, 
frame building rests on rough face, cast block piers that 
alternate with a lattice infill. The exterior walls are covered 
with stucco. A hip roof with exposed rafter ends covers the 
irregularly-shaped, vernacular building. The building 
contributes to the Historic and Architectural Resources of 
Fellsmere, Florida multiple property group as an example of 
property type F.3, Public Buildings.

SETTING
Fellsmere is located ten miles north of Vero Beach in 

northern Indian River County. The Marian Fell Library lies one 
block north of County Road 512, midway between Colorado and New 
York avenues. The historic downtown lies two blocks east. Crepe 
myrtle and eleagus shrubs surround the foundation of the 
building. Vacant lots north of the library building are cleared, 
and contain oak and pine trees. Vacant lots are also to the 
south of the building, but are not maintained and are overgrown 
with vegetation. Residences are to the east and west.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION
The main (west) facade of the Marian Fell Library faces onto 

North Cypress Street. The recessed entrance is centrally located 
and marked by a slightly projecting, gabled portico (Photo 1). A 
flight of steps originally led to the portico. One side of the 
steps is now converted into a ramp for handicap access. Two 
simple Tuscan columns support the portico roof. Within the 
portico, oblique French entrance doors flank a large, full- 
height, fixed central window with mullions. On each side of the 
portico is a 6/6, double hung, wood, sash window.

A stucco-covered, exterior brick chimney is located on the 
south elevation (Photo 2). It is flanked by 6/6, wood, double 
hung sash windows. The north elevation has identical windows 
(Photo 3).

Two shed roofed additions project from the rear (east) 
elevation of the library (Photo 2). The largest, built in 1930 
to contain a kitchen, has pressed metal panel exterior walls;
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2/2, double hung, sash windows; and an entrance door. The 
smaller addition, built in 1940 to contain a restroom, is covered 
with wood drop siding and fenestrated with 2/2, double-hung, sash 
windows. The original portion of the east elevation has a 6/6, 
double-hung, sash window and a 6-light, hopper window.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION
The interior of the Marian Fell Library is divided into the 

library space, a kitchen, and a restroom. The French entrance 
doors open directly into the undivided library space. This space 
has twelve-foot ceilings, walls and ceiling of plaster, and the 
original hanging light fixtures. Built-in shelving extends 
between the windows along the north wall and around the restroom 
door on the east wall (Photo 4). Movable stacks stand in the 
southeast corner. A fire place is located on the south wall, and 
a circulation desk accommodates patrons in front of the central, 
fixed window on the facade (Photo 5). All the doors have their 
original brass hardware.

A paneled wood door with divided lights and a transom opens 
into the kitchen addition of 1930. A solid, paneled, wood door 
provides access to the 1940 restroom addition. Both the kitchen 
and restroom have ten-foot high ceilings.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicabie National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Hi C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

CommunitY Planning and Development 

Kdiioatii on

Architecture

Period of Significance

^ Q 1 1 QAft

Significant Dates 

19 15
1930
1940

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

____IlZA___________________

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A

Architect/Builder

unknown/ unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#.

□ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
^ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other

Name of repository:

Marian Fell Library 
Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

q A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property. less than 1 acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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Zone Easting
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Northing
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Zone Easting

_L J__L

Northing

_L J__L
□ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Sidney Jo**n«rt/ sVio-r-ry P-i1aTid,Hi.«ttorir; Sites Specialist

organization Bureau of Historic—Preservation date A11 gust 1996

street & number Gray Bldg., 500 S- BTonmigh telephone (904) 487-2333

city or town___Tallahassee state FI nri da zip code 32399-0250
Additional Documentation ~
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name_________________________________________________________________________

street & number. 

city or town___

telephone.

state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Marian Fell Library, 63 North Cypress, Fellsmere, was built 
in 1915 and meets National Register criteria A and C. It is 
locally significant in the areas of community planning and 
development, and education. It is also a significant local 
example of vernacular architecture. The building contributes to 
the Historic and Architectural Resources of Fellsmere, Florida, 
Multiple Property submission under historic context I, Founding 
and Initial Period of Development, 1910-1919, and under property 
type F.3, Public Buildings.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Marian Fell Library is named for one of the daughters of 

E. Nelson Fell, the founder of Fellsmere. Born in 1886 in 
Cornwall, New York, Marian Fell was nearly as widely traveled as 
her father. Nelson Fell, a mining engineer. Her early education 
was acquired at private schools in the United States, Paris, and 
Russia. She spent nearly ten years at the family home in 
Narcoossee on East Lake Tohopekaliga in Osceola County before 
moving in 1898 with the family to Siberia, where she remained 
four years. Possessing remarkable intelligence and perseverance, 
she quickly absorbed the native language, and as part of her 
education translated Russian plays and stories into English. 
Between 1912 and 1916, Scribner^s published five of Marian's 
translations, some of the first Russian literature to appear in 
the English language.

Around 1902, the Fells left Russia and established a 
permanent residence in Warrenton, Virginia. The development of 
Fellsmere several years later captured Marian's interest, and she 
often accompanied her father to the Florida settlement. There 
she apparently met Patrick Vans Agnew. They developed a 
relationship that resulted in marriage in 1914. Vans Agnew, a 
Kissimmee attorney, supervised the legal affairs of the Fellsmere 
Farms Company and served as Fellsmere's first city attorney. The 
couple resided briefly in Jacksonville before eventually settling 
in Winter Park.

Although she did not reside in Fellsmere, Marian remained 
intrigued with the Fellsmere settlement throughout her life. To 
promote literacy and culture in the community, she donated her 
publication royalties to the Fellsmere Library Association, which 
was formed in October 1914, for the construction of a library and
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Marian Fell Library, 63 North Cypress, Fellsmere, was built 
in 1915 and meets National Register criteria A and C. It is 
locally significant in the areas of community planning and 
development, and education. It is also a significant local 
example of vernacular architecture. The building contributes to 
the Historic and Architectural Resources of Fellsmere, Florida, 
Multiple Property submission under historic context I, Founding 
and Initial Period of Development, 1910-1919, and under property 
type F.3, Public Buildings. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Marian Fell Library is named for one of the daughters of 
E. Nelson Fell, the founder of Fellsmere. Born in 1886 in 
Cornwall, New York, Marian Fell was nearly as widely traveled as 
her father, Nelson Fell, a mining engineer. Her early education 
was acquired at private schools in the United States, Paris, and 
Russia. She spent nearly ten years at the family home in 
Narcoossee on East Lake Tohopekaliga in Osceola County before 
moving in 1898 with the family to Siberia, where she remained 
four years. Possessing remarkable intelligence and perseverance, 
she quickly absorbed the native language, and as part of her 
education translated Russian plays and stories into English. 
Between 1912 and 1916, Scribner's published five of Marian's 
translations, some of the first Russian literature to appear in 
the English language. 

Around 1902, the Fells left Russia and established a 
permanent residence in Warrenton, Virginia. The development of 
Fellsmere several years later captured Marian's interest, and she 
often accompanied her father to the Florida settlement. There 
she apparently met Patrick Vans Agnew. They developed a 
relationship that resulted in marriage in 1914. Vans Agnew, a 
Kissimmee attorney, supervised the legal affairs of the Fellsmere 
Farms Company and served as Fellsmere's first city attorney. The 
couple resided briefly in Jacksonville before eventually settling 
in Winter Park. 

Although she did not reside in Fellsmere, Marian remained 
intrigued with the Fellsmere settlement throughout her life. To 
promote literacy and culture in the community, she donated her 
publication royalties to the Fellsmere Library Association, which 
was formed in October 1914, for the construction of a library and 
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the acquisition of books. The building was completed in April 
1915. The opening remarks at the dedication ceremony were 
provided by Patrick Vans Agnew. Senator Nathan P. Bryan 
delivered the principal address. Because of Marian Fell's 
generosity in financing the construction of the library, the 
Association named the building in her honor.

The Library Association received the deed to the property 
from the Fellsmere Farms Company soon after completion of the 
building. Membership in the Library Association required a small 
fee, but the library facilities were open to the entire 
community. In 1918, the organization boasted seventy-six members 
with $275 in revenue, and a collection of approximately 1,700 
books. Several thousand books were circulated each year. The 
Association actively solicited book donations and periodically 
published new acquisitions, giving credit to each donor. 
Periodicals and area newspapers were available to patrons.

The building served as a popular site for lectures, 
recitals, and public meetings. The Association hosted canning 
demonstrations, flower shows, exotic food preparation, bird 
shows, and other cultural events. Subcommittees were established 
to organize periodic presentations on architecture, art, 
horticulture, and music. Literacy and lyceum courses were 
offered occasionally. Officers in the Florida Audubon Society, 
Florida Federation of Women's Clubs, and the Florida State Board 
of Health presented lectures, and area woman's clubs occasionally 
held meetings in the library building.

Library association memberships declined in the 1920s and 
1930s, a period when little development occurred in Fellsmere. 
Nevertheless, benefit parties, social gatherings, and fund 
raisers were periodically hosted by the Association. Because the 
library depended heavily upon volunteers for its operation, the 
hours were limited, usually restricted between four and eight 
hours each week. Between 1930 and 1940, kitchen and restroom 
additions were made to the building.

The Fellsmere Library Association continues to serve the 
cultural needs of Fellsmere, maintaining a collection of books, 
periodicals, and historical materials. It was awarded a small 
grant from the Division of Historical Resources in the 1980s to 
make repairs to the chimney and roof of the Marian Fell Library 
building.
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the acquisition of books. The building was completed in April 
1915. The opening remarks at the dedication ceremony were 
provided by Patrick Vans Agnew. Senator Nathan P. Bryan 
delivered the principal address. Because of Marian Fell's 
generosity in financing the construction of the library, the 
Association named the building in her honor. 

The Library Association received the deed to the property 
from the Fellsmere Farms Company soon after completion of the 
building. Membership in the Library Association required a small 
fee, but the library facilities were open to the entire 
community. In 1918, the organization boasted seventy-six members 
with $275 in revenue, and a collection of approximately 1,700 
books. Several thousand books were circulated each year. The 
Association actively solicited book donations and periodically 
published new acquisitions, giving credit to each donor. 
Periodicals and area newspapers were available to patrons. 

The building served as a popular site for lectures, 
recitals, and public meetings. The Association hosted canning 
demonstrations, flower shows, exotic food preparation, bird 
shows, and other cultural events. Subcommittees were established 
to organize periodic presentations on architecture, art, 
horticulture, and music. Literacy and lyceum courses were 
offered occasionally. Officers in the Florida Audubon Society, 
Florida Federation of Women's Clubs, and the Florida State Board 
of Health presented lectures, and area woman's clubs occasionally 
held meetings in the library building. 

Library association memberships declined in the 1920s and 
1930s, a period when little development occurred in Fellsmere. 
Nevertheless, benefit parties, social gatherings, and fund 
raisers were periodically hosted by the Association. Because the 
library depended heavily upon volunteers for its operation, the 
hours were limited, usually restricted between four and eight 
hours each week. Between 1930 and 1940, kitchen and restroom 
additions were made to the building. 

The Fellsmere Library Association continues to serve the 
cultural needs of Fellsmere, maintaining~ collection of books, 
periodicals, and hi~torical materials. It was awarded a small 
grant from the Division of Historical Resources in the 1980s to 
make repairs to the chimney and roof of the Marian Fell Library 
building. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
During the late nineteenth century, small communities in 

Florida often sought to provide their citizens with library 
facilities. These libraries were often located within buildings 
that served multiple functions, such as a community meeting hall 
or even a theater. Gradually those facilities were replaced by 
buildings designed to function more efficiently as book 
respositories, with greater attention paid to patron seating, 
study areas, and staff work areas. The Marian Fell Library is 
representative of library buildings developed in small Florida 
towns during the early twentieth century.
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During the late nineteenth century, small communities in 
Florida often sought to provide their citizens with library 
facilities. These libraries were often located within buildings 
that served multiple functions, such as a community meeting hall 
or even a theater. Gradually those facilities were replaced by 
buildings designed to function more efficiently as book 
respositories, with greater attention paid to patron seating, 
study areas, and staff work areas. The Marian Fell Library is 
representative of library buildings developed in small Florida 
towns during the early twentieth century. 
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Fire Insurance Map of Fellsiuero. Florida. New Yorki Sanborn Map 
Company, 1924.

Interview with Bettie Bock, member of Fellsmere Library 
Association, by Sherry Piland, 2 February 1996.

Marquis, Albert, ed. Who^s Who in America. Vol. XI, 1920-21. 
Chicago: A. N. Marquis and Company, 1920-21.

Official Records
Deed and Mortgage Books. Indian River Courthouse, Vero Beach, 

Florida.
Deed, Incorporation, and Mortgage Books. St. Lucie County 

Courthouse, Fort Pierce, Florida.
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Fire Insurance Map of Fellsmere. Florida. New York: Sanborn Map 
Company, 1924. 

Interview with Bettie Bock, member of Fellsmere Library 
Association, by Sherry Piland, 2 February 1996. 

Marquis, Albert, ed. Who's Who in America. Vol. XI, 1920-21. 
Chicago: A. N. Marquis and Company, 1920-21. 

Official Records 

Deed and Mortgage Books. Indian River Courthouse, Vero Beach, 
Florida. 

Deed, Incorporation, and Mortgage Books. st. Lucie county 
courthouse, Fort Pierce, Florida. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Town of Fellsmere PBS 2-3 & 4, lots 21-26, Block 101. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property, as shown on the site plan, includes 
lots 21-26. This property has been historically associated with 
the Marian Fell Library. The building sits on lot 21. Lots 22- 
26, extending north of the Library to New York Avenue, are 
landscaped and provide a park-like setting for the library 
building. Lots 16-20, extending south from the library building, 
are under the same ownership. However, they are over-grown and 
are not landscaped. Since they do not contribute to the setting 
of the library building, these lots are excluded from the 
boundary.
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Town of Fellsmere PBS 2-3 & 4, lots 21-26, Block 101. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated property, as shown on the site plan, includes 
lots 21-26. This property has been historically associated with 
the Marian Fell Library. The building sits on lot 21. Lots 22-
26, extending north of the Library to New York Avenue, are 
landscaped and provide a park-like setting for the library 
building. Lots 16-20, extending south from the library building, 
are under the same ownership. However, they are over-grown and 
are not landscaped. Since they do not contribute to the setting 
of the library building, these lots are excluded from the 
boundary. 
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1. Marian Fell Library, 63 North Cypress Street
2. Fellsmere, Indian River County, Florida
3. Sidney Johnston
4. 1995
5. Historic Property Associates, Inc., P.O. Box 1002, St. 

Augustine, FI.
6. Main (west) facade, view looking east
7. Photo 1 of 5

Numbers 1-5 are the same for the remaining photographs.

6. Rear (east) elevation on right, south elevation on left; 
view looking northwest

7. Photo 2 of 5

6. Main (west) facade on right, north elevation on left; view 
looking southeast

7. Photo 3 of 5

6. Interior detail, view looking east
7. Photo 4 of 5

6. Interior detail, view looking southwest
7. Photo 5 of 5
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1. Marian Fell Library, 63 North Cypress Street 
2. Fellsmere, Indian River County, Florida 
3. Sidney Johnston 
4. 1995 
5. Historic Property Associates, Inc., P.O. Box 1002, st. 

Augustine, Fl. 
6. Main (west) facade, view looking east 
7. Photo 1 of 5 

Numbers 1-5 are the same for the remaining photographs. 

6. Rear (east) elevation on right, south elevation on left; 
view looking northwest 

7. Photo 2 of 5 

6. Main (west) facade on right, north elevation on left; view 
looking southeast 

7. Photo 3 of 5 

6. Interior detail, view looking east 
7. Photo 4 of 5 

6. Interior detail, view looking southwest 
7. Photo 5 of 5 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION DESCRIPTION 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Lots 21 and 22 of Block 101, Town of Fellsmere, Florida, Deed No. 442 dated May 8, 1915, as recorded in the 
St. Lucie County, Florida, Deed Book 29, Page 8 (Note: Fellsmere was located in St. Lucie County until 1925 
when Indian River County was established). 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The original lots, Lots 21 and 22 of Block 101, were deeded by Ernest H. Every, Vice President of the Fellsmere 
Farms Company on May 8, 1915 to the Fellsmere Library Association, Inc. (see attached deed). The library 
building was centered on the common lot line of Lots 21 and 22, Block 101, and has never been moved since it 
opened its doors to the public on May 1, 1915 (see attached aerial color photo from the Indian River County). 

The Fellsmere Library Association acquired Lots 16-20 and 23-26, Block 101, Town of Fellsmere on April 3, 
1978 by means of a warranty deed from Gulf + Western Industries, Inc. to the Fellsmere Library Association, 
Inc. as recorded in O.R. Book 566, Page 1368, Public Records of Indian River County, Florida (copy attached), 
almost 63 years after Lots 21 and 22 were acquired. Lots 16-20 are located south of Lot 21 and Lots 23-26 are 
located north of Lot 22. Lots 21 and 22, the original lots on which the Marian Fell Library has always been 
situated, are the only lots historically associated with the library building itself. 

Unfortunately, when the Indian River County Historical Society applied for the National Register of Historic 
Places designation through the Florida Division of Historic Resources, it erroneously included Lots 23-26 in the 
legal description and that the library was only situated on Lot 21. In addressing these errors, the City of 
Fellsmere wants to emphasize that the original historical boundary for the Marian Fell Library includes only 
Lots 21 and 22, Block 101, in the Town of Fellsmere, and that the Marian Fell Library is located and centered 
on Lots 21 and 22. 
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RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

May 16, 2016 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT O STATE 

J. Paul Loether, Deputy Keeper and Chief 
National Register and National Historic Landmark Programs 
Department of the Interior 
1201 Eye Street, N.W., 8th Floor 
Washington DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

KENDETZNER 
Secretary of State 

Please accept this additional information to two National Register of Historic Places nominations 
for the First Methodist Episcopal Church, and Marion Fell Library, both in the City of 
Fellsmere, and Indian River County. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Bob Jones at Robert.Jones@DOS.myflorida.com or 
(850) 245.6349, if you have any questions or require any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

-.~I~~ 
hief Bureau of Historic Preservation 

& Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Division of Historical Resources 
R.A. Gray Building• 500 South Bronough Street• Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

850.245.6300 • 850.245.6436 (Fax) • FLHeritage.com 


