


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

34 B e n e f i t S t r e e t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an e a r l y example o f worker t 
housing c o n s t r u c t e d during the growth of the^town's e a s t e r n s e c t i o n 
l a t e i n the J^'th-century. I t meets National R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A i 
and C at the l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workjnanship, design, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n - The 
boundaries i n d i c a t e d "on the a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e those of 
c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 
The best preserved of a row of nine nearly i d e n t i c a l workers' cottages b u i l t on Benefit Street 
i n the 1870's, t h i s narrow one-and-a-half story cottage retains i t s clapboard siding and i t s 
bracketed porch with jigsaw-cut ornament. S i t t i n g gable end to the street, i t has i t s entrance 
under the porch which runs along the side. Simple, but d i g n i f i e d i n appearance, the cottage i s 
a vernacular expression of the Greek Revival s t y l e which was at i t s height of popularity bet­
ween 1830 and about 1850. Simplified versions of the basic f^ap-gulax Greek Revival house form 
persisted i n working class neighborhoods i n central Massachusetts u n t i l as late as the 1890's. 
Greek Revival elements seen here are the substantial gable cornice with a narrow f r i e z e and 
returns and the wide p l a i n window frames. The porch, t y p i c a l of the 1870's, i s I t a l i a n a t e 
i n flavor. . . ' 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
This house and i t s eight companions on the west side of Benefit Street were among the very 
f i r s t workers' houses to be b u i l t near the newly opened (1872) American Optical Company 
factory on Mechanics Street. The developer of t h i s row of cottages was William Edwards, 
who also owned three other houses on the east side of Crystal Street. With the exception 
of Williams' row and two houses opposite i t on the east side of Benefit Street, the land 
between Crystal and Foster Streets was s t i l l e n t i r e l y undeveloped i n 1878. During the 
late—19th and early-20th centuries, the area on and around North Street became densely 
developed with housing and a few commercial buildings. Almost a l l of that development 
was related to the prosperity of the American Optical Company. 
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(shows house nearby 4 Benefit Street) 
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