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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTt.xlOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
I . STATE 

Pennsylvania 
2. THEME(S)._ IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. 

XXII , Social and Humanitarian Movements 
3. NAME(S) pF SITE 

Old Lconomy 
4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, ttmnsMp, road», etc. If difficult to find, ikelch on Supplemmtary Sheet) 

Ambridge, beaver County 
6. N/^ME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER {Aho administrator if dijerent from owner) 

Lovernor William W. Scranton, Harrisburg 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION {Describe briefly what make) tite important and what remalm are extant) 

Of the many religiously insoired communistic experiments in the United St?tes during 
the nineteenth century, the Harmony Society's settlement at Economy was one of the 
most successful. Now restored by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Economy reflects 
the zeal and productiveness of the followers of the remarkable leader, George Rapp. 

Bapp, who was born on October 28, 1747, in Iptingin, Wurtemberg, inspired the f o r ­
mation of the "Rappites" and remained their patriarch u n t i l his death on August 7, 
1847. Always interested in religion, he oecame convinced that the state church in 
his native land did not reflect the teachings of Christ and whenabout 30 began to 
spread his heretical ideas. .As his influenceg~ew, so did persecution. Rapp and 
his growing body of admirers soon exoerienced such d i f f i c u l t i e s that they began to 
think of leaving Wurtemberg. Thus i t w?s that in 1803 he travelled t o America to 
find a place for settlement. 

Rapp succeeded in locating an attrpctue area, and in 180't his adherents in Germany 
came to the United States, where they applied their beliefs. Central to their l i f e 
was a devotion to the B i l l e . That book unfailingly guided their actions. They be­
lieved completely in the second coming of Christ, and that that would occur in the 
near future. Although not completely communistic at f i r s t , thej'adopted f u l l com-
jBonism in 1818 in order to encouratre equality and love in their society. Neither 
were theyoelibate originally, only adopting celibacy in 1807 as the result of a r e l ­
igious revival. >iith the time's passage, celibacy became s t r i c t l y observed, with 
already married couples henceforth, l i v i n g astrother and sister. Combined with 
their r e l i g i o s i t y wasg devotiori to work. Nevertheless, the Rappites enjoyed l i f e 
eating heartily, drinking wine andbeer, and enjoying music. Perhaps their general 
point-of-view wasbest exemplified at their threeg-eat annual feasts, the Anniversary, 
the Harvest Home, and the Lord's Supper, at which they enjoyed some of the produce 
of their labor?s they honoredtiieir Creator. ' (cont'd) 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (.Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works) 

John A. Bole, The Harmony Society (Philadelphia, 1904), 90-91, 97, 103-04, 106-07 
113, 124-26, 132, 136-37, 145; Morris H i l l q u i t , History of Socialism i n the United 
States (New York, 1903), 32-24; »fi l l iam A. Hinds, American Communities (Chicago, 1902), 
65-71, 73-75, 83-86; Christiana F. Knoedler, The Harmony Society (New York. 1954), 
3, 10, 19, 22, 52-53, 73, 9 1 . 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, IIABS, etc.) 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS' 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT 

ATTACHED: YES B NO • Excellent Museum Spring '63 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15. TITLE 16. DATE 

S. Sydney Bradford S t a f f His tor ian 3-16-65 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X m i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
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1. SJ:ATE 

Pennsylvania 
1

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE ""ARCH·· BEFORE THEME NO. 
XXII, Social and Humanit arian Movements 

3. N~ME(S).J)F SITE 
Uld ~conomy 

5. EXACT LOCATION (Countv. towmhjp, rooda, etc. If difficult to find. ,ketch on Supplementarv Sheet) 
Ambridge, heaver t.,ounty 

6. 1'11.\ME AND ADDR~ OF PRESENT OW~ER (Alto admlnlatrator If different from owner) 
t;overnor William Ii . Scranton, Harrisburg 

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Ducribe brieftv what maku lite Important and what remain, are extant) 

, , 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

------ -····-------

Of the many religiously insoired communistic exper i ments in the United St ates during 
the nineteenth century, the Harmony Society's settlement at Economy was one of the 
most successful. Now restored by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Economy reflects 
the zeal and product iveness of the followers of the remarkable leader, George Rapp. 

Rapp, who was born on October 28 , 1747, _in Iptingin, Wurtemberg, inspired the for­
mation of the "Rappites" and remained their patriarch until his death on August 7, 
1847. Always interested in religion, he became convinced that the state church in 
his native land did not reflect the tec1chings of Christ and when about 30 began·, to 
spread his heretical i deas. As his influencegrew, so did persecution. Rapp and 
his growing body of admirers soon experienced such diffi culties that they began to 
think of leaving Wurtemberg. Thus it w,, s that in 1803 he travelled to America to 
find a place for settlement. 

Rapp succeeded in locating an attn,cti, e area, and in 180A his adherents in Germany 
came to the United Sbtes, where they a ppl icd their belie f s. Central to their life 
was a devotion to the BiLle. That book unfailingly guided theiractions. ~hey be­
lieved completely in the second coming of Christ, and that that would occur in the 
near future. Although not comple t ely communistic at first, theyadopt ed full com­
mum.liis!Jl in 1818 in order to encourar e equality and love in t heir society. Neither 
were theyrelibate originally, only adopting celibacy in 1807 as t he result of a rel­
igious revival. ~ith the time's passage , celibacy became strictly observed, with 
already married couples henceforth , living asl:rother and sis ter. Combined with 
theti religiosity was a devotion to work. Nevertheless, the Rapp ites enjoyed life 
eating heartily, drinking wine andbeer, and enjoyi ng music. Perhaps their general 
point-of-view wasbest exemplified at their threegreat annual feasts, the Anniversary, 
the Harvest Home, and the Lord's Supper, at which they enjoyed some ofthe produce 
of their lat or ;::,s they honore d their Creator.· (cont'd) 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best wurcu; uive location of manu1cript1 and rare workl) 

John A. Bole, The Harmony Society (Philadelphia, 1904), 90-91, 97, 103-04, 106-07 
113, 124-26, 132,H36-37, 145 ; Morris Hillquit, History of Socialism im the United 
States (New York, 1903), 32-24; William A. Hinds, American Communities (Chicago, 1902), 
65-71, 73-75, 83-86; Christiana F. Knoedler, The Harmony Societl (New York, 1954), 
3, 10, 19, 22, 52-53, 73, 91. 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (,\fenti-On but rtpor/8 and ,tndies, as. NPS ,tndy, llABS, etc.) 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS• ' 11. CONDITION 

ATTACHED: YES Iii NOD Exce J lent 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 

S. S Bradford 

12. PRESENT USE (:Muteum, farm, etc.) 

Museum 
15. TITLE 

Staff Historian 

113. DATE OF VISIT 

, S ruE '63 
: 16. DATE 
I 
I 3-1,6~65 

• DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10½ SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . 

STATE NAME($) OF SITE 

Pennsylvania Old Economy 

7. Importaace and Description (cont'd) 

Economy was the t ^ r d and final home of the Rappites in America, The first settle-
aeat arose in I#£QfeSaig- County, Pennsylvania. wTithia five y«ars after arriving in 
1804, the group, most of whom were farmers or mechanics, had built the 1»illage of 
Harmony. When a visitor viewed the buildingsaand fields of the Haraioaists, he de-
cl.ared that they had accomplished more in five years than others there in fifty 
years. But the unsuitability of the land for vineyards and the distance from river 
transportation created dissatisfaction with that location, and in 1814 the BLappites 
sold the village for $100,000. They then moved to Posey County, Indiana. 

Once they had arrived in Inj/nana, they quickly duplicated their accomplishment in 
Fennsylvania. Harmony, as the second settlement was also named, soon had about 150 
buildings, some brick, some frame, and became a thriving agricultursd and commercial 
center. Just a l i t t l e after a decade, though, the Rappites sold Harmony to Robert 
Owen, who was to renan» i t New Harmony, and attei^t a secular communistic colony 
there (see the site description for New Harmony, Indiana). Although malaria and the 
hostility of their neighbors perha^is induced, in part, the move, the Rappites ap­
parently also wanted easier access to markets for their produce. 

The new site certainly offered the Harmonists a better opportunity to sel l their pro­
duce, as i t was only eighteen miles north of Pittsburgh. Eventually acquiring a 
l i t t l e over 3,000 acres of land bordering the Ohio River, the new village was named 
Economy. The new name underscores the essentially economic cause for final move, 
as 

I t was now to be preeminently an industrial community. 
In 20 years the members had acquired s k i l l in certain 
lines of manufacturing, A reputation for the excellence 
of their wares had been established and a wide patronaige 
had been acquired,1 

As haft occurred in the preceding moves, the Harmonists quickly erected a village 
and resumed their agricultural and commercial activities. By 1826, Economy had 
•any houses, plus shops, mills, factories, and other structures, and some of the 
factories were already in operation. Some idea of the productivity of the com-
nuity is given by the fact that between 182?-31, the wollen factory at Economy 
produced $290,000 worth of goods. In the same period, the cotton factory manu­
factured about $80,000 worth of goods. Other 

• ' • J ^ A. Bole, The Harmony Society (Philadelphia, 1904), 97, (cont'd) 
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ... 

STATE 

Pennsylvania I 
NAME($) OF SITE 

Old Economy 

7. Importance and Descri ption (cont'd) 

Economy was the . third and final home of the Rappites in America. The first settle­
ment arose in ~~~fas County, Pennsylvania. Within five y.ears after arriving in 
1804, the group , most of whom were farmers or mechanics, had built the village of 
Harmony. When a visitor viewed the buildingssand fiel4s of the Harmonists, he de­
c~ared that they had accomplished more i n five years than others there in fifty 
years. But the unsuit ability of t he land for vineyards and the distance from river 
transportation created dissatisfact i on with that location, and in 1814 the Rappites 
sold the village for $100,000. They then moved to Posey County, Indiana. 

Once they had arrived in Ioi,ana, they quickly duplicated their accomplishment in 
Pennsylvania. Harmony, as the second sett lement was also J1&11ed, soon had about 150 
buildings, some brick, some frame, and became a thriving agricultural and commercial 
center. Just a l i ttle after a decade, t hough, the Rappites sold Harmony to Robert 
Owen, who was to rename it New Harmony , and attempt a se-Gular communistic colony 
there (see the site description for New Harmony, Indiana). Although malaria and the 
hostility of their neighbors perhaps induced, in part, t he move, the Rappites ap­
parently also wanted easier access to markets for their pr oduce. 

The new site certainly of f t red t he Harmonists a better opport unity to sell their pro­
duce, as it was only eighteen miles north of Pitt sburgh. Eventually acquiring a 
little over 3,000 acres of land bor dering the Ohio River, the new village was named 
Economy. The new name underscores the essentially economic cause for final move, 
as 

It was now t o be preeminently an industrial community. 
In 20 years the members had acquired skill in certain 
lines of manufactliring. A reputation for the excellence 
of their wares hadbeen established and a wide patronage 
had been acquired.1 

As had occw-red in the preceding moves, the Harmonists quickly erected a village 
and resumed their agricultural and commercial activities. By 1826, Economy had 
many houses, pltts shops, mills, factories, and other structures, and some of the 
fact ories were already in operation. Some i dea of the product ivity of the com­
m.unity is given by the fact thatbetween 182f-31, the wollen f actory at Economy 
produced $290,000 worth of goods. In the same peri od, the cotton fact ory manu­
factured a bout $80,000 worth of goods. Other 

!John A. B~le, The Harmony Society {Philadelphia, 1904), 97. 
r 

(cont'd) 
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . 

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE 

Pennsylvania Old Economy 

7* IjB^ortance and Description (cont'd) 

products, such as silk, whiskey, beer, wins, flour, and hats, were also made at 
Economy, The success of the community, indeed, aroused the wrath of some interests 
in Pittsburgh, a local paper con?)laining in 1829 that merchants had to purchase 
wool at '•Economy prices," Because Economy was so difficult to coa^ete with^the 
paper suggested that the Commonwealth dissolve the society, fennsylvania ignored 
that, advice, and the Society continued to prosper, reaching a peak of prosperity 
in 1866, 

Despite its seeming affluence in 1866, iriiich largely came from oil lands that i t 
owned, the Society was already experiencing decline, A serious blow had been suf­
fered in 1831-32, when a bogus Count de Leon, passingas a Minister of Christ sent 
to earth t o punish the wicked, led about 250 members out of the Society. A l i t t l e 
overtwenty years later, the drastic decrease in members, caused in paurt bythe 
earlier defect ion, forced the abandonment of the silk manufactory. Subsequently*, a l ­
most a l l other factories closed downas membership continued to decline. In 1902-03 
the Society sold most of its land, retaining only threeblocks. Finally in 1905 
the Societywasdissloved, 

Present Condition of the Site 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania now administers a block and a half of Economy, 
Fortunately, within that area there are 17 buildings that represent the various 
facets of li f e at Economy. Of special importance is the Greit House. The con­
struction of the Great House began around 1825, . Iti originally was two separate 
houses, one for Rapp, who became known as Father Rapp, and one for Rapp's adopted 
son, Frederick. The latter section, in back of Father Rapp's house, was joined to 
the main section by a one story wing in 1832. The combined building contains 35 
rooms. Behind the Great House is a Community Garden, in which are a Garden Pavil­
ion and the Grotto. The latter is roughly finished on the^jiSide andbeautifully 
finished in the interior, and symbolizes thebeauty of the spirit. 

Just beyoiid the Great House block is a half block that contains several notable 
structures. Among the most interesting ofthem is the Music ^11, or Feast Hall. 
I t is a huge three-story structure, whose great hall on thesecond floor was used 
for general meetings and the three annual feasts. On the first floor are seven 
rooms, which were used forvarious business and cultural activities. In the same 
half-block is a granary, five-stories high and with a greatwine cellar. Near the 
granary are two dwelling houses that typify the residences for the Harmonists. 
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ... 

STATE 

Pennsylvania I 
NAME(S) OF SITE 

Old Economy 
7. Importance and Description (cont'I) 

products, such as silk, whiskey, beer, wine, flour , and hats, were also made at 
Economy. The success of the connnunity, indeed, aroused the wrath of some inter est s 
in Pittsburgh, a local paper complaining in 1829 that merchants had to purchase 
wool at 11 Economy prices.'' Because Economy was so diffi cult to compete with..,the 
paper suggested that the CoDllllomwealth dissolve the societ y. Pennsylvania ignored 
that. advice, and the Society continued to prosper, reaching a peak of prosperity 
in 1866. 

Despite its seeming affluence in 1866, which largelycame from oil lands that it 
owned, the Society was already experiencing decline. A serious blow hadbeen suf­
fered in 1831-32, when a bogus Count de I.eon, passingas a Minister of Christ sent 
to earth t o punish the wicked, led about 250 members out of the Society. A little 
over-twenty years later, the drastic decrease in members, caused in part bythe 
earlierdefection, forced theabandonment of the silk manufactory. Subsequently; al­
most all other factoriesclosed downas membership continued to decline. In 1902-03 
the Society sold most of its land, retaining only threeblocks. Finally in 1905 
the Societywasdissloved. 

Present Condition of the Site 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania now adminis t ers a block and a half of Economy. 
Fortunately, within that area there are· 17 buildings that represent the various 
facets of life at Economy. Of special importance is the Great House. The con­
struction of the Great House began around 1825 •. It (. originally wastwo separate 
houses, one for Rapp, who became known as Father Rapp, and one for Rapp's adopted 
son, Frederick. The latter section, .in back of Father Rapp 's house, was joined to 
the main section by a one story wing in 1832. The combined building contains 35 
rooms. Behind the Great House is a Community Garden, in which are a Garden Pavil­
ion and the Grotto. The latter is roughly finished on the~ide andbeautifully 
finished in the interior , and symbolizes thebeauty of the spirit. 

Just beyond the Great House block is a half block that contains several notable 
structures. Among the most interesting ofthem is the Music Hall , or Feast Ha11 . 
It is a huge three -story structure, whose great hall on thesecond floor was used 
for general meetings and the three annual feasts. On thefirst floorare seven 
rooms, which were used forvarious business and cultural activities. In the same 
half-block is a granary, five-stories high and wit h a greatwineoellar. Near the 
granary are two dwelling houses that typify the residences for the Harmonists . 





The Grotto, Old Economy, Ambridge, PennsylvaniaA 

National Park Service photo, 1963 

' 





The ~eat House (rear view)~ Old Economy, Ainbri.dge, 

National Service photo. 196:f 
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Old Economy, Pennaylvania 

Of the many religiously inspired Utopian experiments in the Itoited 
States during the 19th century, the Harmony Socielgr's settleaaent 
at EconoEQr in Fennsylvania vas one of î he most successful. TSav 
restored by the Coranonvealth of Pennsylvania^ Econoiior reflects the 
zeal and productiveness of the folloivers of the remarkable leader, 
George Rapp. 

Rapp, who was born on OctcSjer 28, 1757> In Wurtemberg, Gerraany, 
inspired the fonziatlon of the "Rappites" and roiffidned their patriarch 
until his death on August 7j ld^7* He becszoe convinced that the 
state church in his native land did not reflect the teachings of 
Chris-b and began to spread his ideas. As his influence grew, eo did 
persecution. Q3iu6 i t vas that in I803 he travelled to America to 
find a place for a Rappite settlesnent. 

Racpp found an area to his liking in Butler County, Pennsylvania; and, 
in I80U, his adherents in Gerô ny came to the Ubited States, estfiibllsh-
ing a cooanunity which they called Eoxaaay. On Pel>r\2ary 15, I8O5, 
the group was organized as the Eormony Society, and a vritten 
constittxtion vas adopted. In form the Society was a CCTBSunitarism 
theocracy, with Rapp as its leader. Althou^ not oiTLginally a part 
of the Raxrplte theology, Idie Society adopted the practice of celibacy 
in 1807. Thus i t doomed itself to eventual extinction. 

ALthoT2£̂  the Society was economically quite successful, the Rappites 
became dissatisfied vith their location and sold Harmony in 1^^. 
They then moved to Posey County, Indiana, vhere they founded a second 
settlement, which also vas called Harmony. This settlement became a 
thriving agricultural and commercial center. However, in 1824 the 
Itecppltes sold Harmony to Robert Owen, who renamed I t Bew Harmcaiy 
and attempted to establish a secular utcpian colony there. 

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of land in Beaver County, 
Pennsylvania. There they erected a third village, which they named 
Econcaiy. Primarily an industrial coonrunity, Econooy became wealthy 
through its nsmufactures and its use of labcr-saving machinery* 
Although the Society remained affluent, its nuntoers had greatly 

UNJ..'l:ED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE :tm'ERIOR 
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HASHIOOTON., D. C. 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 

Old Econorey-1 Pennsyl.vania 

ot the many religiously inspired utopian experiments in the United 
States during the 19th century, the Ha:n:noey Society's settlement 
at EconClilJy in Pennsylvania was one of the most successful. Nm, 
restored by the Commonweal.th of Pennsyl.vanio., F.conomy reflects the 
zeal and productiveness of the followers of the remarkal>le leader, 
George Rapp. 

Rapp, who was born on October 28, 1757, in Wurtemberg, Germany, 
inspired the f'orma.-'(;ion of the "Rappites" and remained their patriarch 
until his death on August. 7, 1847. He became convinced tho.t the 
state church 1n his native land did no·t reflect the teachings of 
Christ, and began to spread his ideas. As his influence grew, so did 
persecutiooo Thus it was tha·t in 1803 he travelled to America to 
find a. place for a Rappite settlement. 

Rapp found an area to his liking in Butler County, Pennsylvania; and, 
1n 1804, his adherents in Germany came to the United States, establish• 
ing a cammmi ty which they call.ed Harmony. On February 15, 1805, 
the group vao organized as the Harmony Society, and a written 
constitution w.s adapted.. In form the Society was a communitarian 
theocracy, with Rapp as its leader. Although not originally a part 
ot the Rappite theology, the Society adopted the practice of celibacy 
1n 1807. Thus 1 t doomed i tsel:f' to eventual extinction. 

Although the Society was economically quite suecessf'ul, the Rappites 
became· dissatisfied with their location end sold Harmony 1n 1814. 
They then moved to Posey -County, Indiana, where they rounded a second 
set·Uement, which also was called Harmony. !J.h:ts settlement became a 
thriving agricultural and conmercial center. However, in 1824 the 
Rappites sold Harmon.y to Robert Owen, who renamed it New Harmony 
and attempted to est.ablish a secular utopian colony there. 

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of land in Beaver County, 
Pennsylvania. There they erected a third village, which they named 
F.conoiey. Primarily an industrial cmmnunity, F.ccm.olley' became weal.thy 
through its manufactures and its use of labor-saving machinery. 
Although the Society remained affluent, its numbers had greatly 



declined hy the l860's. Gradually a l l the factories vere closed 
doim, and in 1902-03, the Society sold most of its land, retaining 
only three blocks. Finally, in 1905j the Society was dissolved. 

In 1915 the Coannionweaith of Pennsylvania acquired one and one-hcOf 
blocks of Econany, This area, vhieh includes 17 of the original 
Society buildings, is administered by the State as a state historical 
site and is qpen to the public. Today, Old Econany is a part of 
the town of Anfljridge, which is located In Beaver County. 

]3SHSB:JWW 
5-18-65 

,. 
I • 

declined by the l86o 1s$ Gradually all the factories ~ere closed 
down, and in 1902·03, the Society sold most of i'ts land., retain:tng 
on.1.y three blocks. F-lnolly, in 1905, the Society was dissolved. 

In 1915 the. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania acquired one and one-half 
blocks of Economy. 'l'his area, which includes 17 of the original 
Society buildings., is administered by the state as a sta.·,e historical 
Bite and is open to the public. Tod~, Old EcOllOll\Y is a part of 
the tow of Ambridge, wh1eh is located in Beaver County. 
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1. Name 

historic Economy National Historic Uandmark 

and or common Old Economy/ Ambridge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, 

street & number Economy Branch Bel tl ine RR, and 16th Street 

city, town Ambridge 
-------

state PA 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

_public 
_ private 
-L..both 

code 

~ district 
_ buildlng(s) 
_ structure 
_site 
_object 

Public Acquisition 
N/ A in process 
N/A being considered 

rl/ A vicinity of 

42 county Beaver 

Status 
....x._ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
....x._ yes: restricted 
~- yes: unrestricted 
_·no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
...1L commercial 
.....x_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ induf.lirial 
_ military 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple 

street & number 

/ 
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For NPS UH only 

received 

date entered 

N/ A not for publication 

code 007 

~museum 
_park 
.....x_ private residence 
...1L religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
_other: 

city, town _ vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Beaver state PA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? x_ yes ~ no 

date 1985 ~ federal _ state _ county __ local 
----'---------------------------
depository for survey records National Park Service ------------------
city, town Washington state D .C. 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition 
excellent 
good 
fair 

Check one 
deteriorated unaltered 
ruins x altered 
unexposed 

Checit one 
_x_ original site 

moved date 

Descr ibe t he present and or ig ina l (if Icnown) phys ica l appearance 

The Economy National Historic Landmark i s situated along the Ohio 
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
the Borough of Ambridge. I t contains the remaining buildings of the 
Harmony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there in 1825 
and built the town they would occupy u n t i l the Society ^s, .dissootion in 
1905. The approximately 30-acre h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t li.es on a l e v e l plain 
midway between the riverbank and h i l l s r i s i n g on the east. I t includes 
Old Economy Village, a four-acre museum complex owned and operated by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, containing faore than a dozen major 
Harmonist buildings. Surrounding the museum on three Sides i s a grid of 
seven major streets lined with over 90 Harmonist houses and other 
Harmonist buildings which are privately owned and serve mostly as 
r e s i d e n c e s . \.]\^ ::.'''.- ; 

The a b i l i t y of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t to convey a d i s t i n c t sense of 
time and place today derives from several features; the number and 
homogeneity of Harmonist buildings; the recognizable Harmonist s i t e 
planning; the assortment of types of buildings; and the existence of the 
already-restored museum complex. The d i s t r i c t has an overall v i s u a l 
homogeneity deriving from the preponderance of Harmonist buildings 
arranged in a recognizable town plan dating to the 1820s. In addition, 
the restored buildings that comprise the museum complex, along with 
selected ipdividu^l.buildings, putsid* the museum that retain good 
archit e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , serve as architectural focal points of the 
d i s t r i c t . : 1 VI i:i f - : i r "' 0 

Accentuating the amhience, of the|hl8toric disiCriet i s the fact 
that the surrounding community of Ambridge i s so utterly different in 
nature. So densely b u i l t was Ambridge (the name i s a eontractlon of 
American Bridge, the division of U.S. Steel that purchased much of the 
Harmonist property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town 
surrounding Economy) that i t serves to insulate Economy from other types 
of intrusions. During the early growth of Ambridge, houses of that era 
were built on many of the yard lots in Economy. Other, defunct 
Harmonist buildings were demolished and replaced by new structures and 
several non-residential Harmonist buildings were converted to 
res i d e n t i a l use. However, once this transition had occurred, r e l a t i v e l y 
few major physical changes occurred to the d i s t r i c t . In spite of 
remodelllngs to individual buildings, the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t as a whole 
remains a v i s i b l e product of the Harmony Society of the 19th,century. 

The community's original physical core i s s t i l l largely i n t a c t , 
consisting of seven major streets l a i d out by the Harmonists: two 
running north-south (Church and Merchant Streets), and fiverrunning 

i . 

7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~ good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _ unaltered 
__ ruins _x_ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_ }L. original site 
_ _ moved date ___ _________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Economy National Historic Landmark is situated along the Ohio 
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
the Borough of Ambridge. It contains the remaining buildings of the 
Harmony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there in 1825 
and built the town they would occupy until t~e SocietyJs -, dis$OUtion in 
1905. Th~ aP.proximately : 30~acre historic district li~s on a level plain 
midway between _ the ~iverbank and hills rising on the east. It includes 
Old Economy Village, a four-acre . museum complex owned and · operated by 
the Commonwealth · of Pennsylvania, containing more than a do2e9 major 
Harmonist buildings. Surrounding the museum on ° three sides is a grid of 
seven major streets lined with over 90 Harmonist houses and . other 
Harmonist buildings which are privately owned and serve mostly as 
residences. 1.:•· ., _, 

The ability of the historic district to convey a distinct sense of 
time and place today derives from several features: the number and 
homogeneity of Harmonist buildings; the recognizable Harmonist site 
planning; the assortment of types of buildings; and the existence of the 
already-restored museum complex. The district has an overall visual 
homogeneity 4eriving from the preponderance of Harmonist buildings 
arranged in a recognizable town plan dating to the 1820s. In, addition, 
the restored buildings that comprise the mus¢um complex, along with 
sele c tef:i : ip.!it vi,p uifl. :, build ;l. ng,s ,· ~µts ipe ~he 1111o1seum., tµa t retain good 
architectural integrity, serve as architectural focal points of the 
district. 1 · ·· :,· , ,: 1_-1 , · 1 i,., 1r .,. 

Accentuating the ambi~nce , Qf th~ 1~istoric district is . the . fa~t 
that the surrounding community of Ambridge is so utterly different in 
nature. S9 den~ely built was Ambridge (the name ;ls a . ,pntraction of 
American Bridge, the division of U.S. Steel that purchased much of the 
Harmonist property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town 
surrounding Economy) that it serves to insulate Economy from other types 
of intrusions. During the early growth of Ambridge, houses of that era 
were built on many of the yard lots in Economy. Other, defunct 
Harmonist buildings were demolished and replaced by new structures and 
several non-residential Harmonist buildings -were converted to 
residential use. However, once this transition had occurred, relatively 
few major physical changes occurred to the district. In spite of 
remodellings to individual buildings, the historic district as a whole 
remains a visible product of the Harmony Society of the 19t~,~entury. 

The community's original physical core is still largely intact, 
consisting of seven major streets laid out by the Harmonists: two 
running no~th-south (Church and Merchant • Street~) - and five , rtinning · 

: J 
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east-west ( 1 2 t h t h r o u g h 16th S t r e e t s ) . Four narrower s t r e e t s , a l s o 
r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t , were i n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist ones i n 
the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y a f t e r the S o c i e t y ' s d i s s o l u t i o n . These newer 
s t r e e t s occupy what were o r i g i n a l l y the i n t e r i o r s of the Harmonist 
b l o c k s , areas r e s e r v e d f o r household gardens and u t i l i t y sheds. To the 
e x t e n t p o s s i b l e , they have been d e l e t e d from the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c 
Landmark, r e s u l t i n g i n the f i n g e r - l i k e d i s t r i c t boundary c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
proposed h e r e i n . 

The i n t e r s e c t i o n of 14th and Church S t r e e t s was the f u n c t i o n a l 
c e n t e r of Economy. S i t e d along F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t were many of the 
S o c i e t y ' s I m p o r t a n t community, p u b l i c , and r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s . 
I n c l u d i n g the community Feast H a l l , founder George Rapp's house, the 
s t o r e , business l e a d e r F r e d e r i c k Rapp's house, the t a i l o r shop w i t h i t s 
l a r g e wine c e l l a r , and the p u b l i c h o t e l / t a v e r n . A l l of these b u i l d i n g s 
except the h o t e l / t a v e r n are e x t a n t . 

W i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the chur c h , the major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s of 
e x c e p t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the museum 
complex, west of Church S t r e e t spanning 14th S t r e e t . The museum complex 
i s the r e s u l t of major r e s t o r a t i o n work undertaken by the S t a t e of 
Pen n s y l v a n i a between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance t o the complex i s 
the Feast H a l l (completed c.1828), the b u i l d i n g t h a t was more than any 
o t h e r , except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' c e n t r a l meeting p l a c e . 
I t s 50' X 96' second f l o o r h a l l was used f o r the S o c i e t y ' s f o u r annual 
c e l e b r a t i o n s , and the b u i l d i n g a l s o housed a school room, l i b r a r y , music 
room, museum, and drawing s c h o o l . I t s steep gambrel r o o f i s a Germanic 
f e a t u r e used i n o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t , though no l o n g e r e x t a n t , Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s e r e c t e d a t about the same time — the c o t t o n m i l l and the 
h o t e l / t a v e r n . I t s c l a s s i c a l e ntrance f u r t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t from a l l 
the o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s except the founder's house. I n s i d e , the 
b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e i l i n g of the h a l l , w i t h i t s a t t a c h e d chamferred 
p i l a s t e r s and s h a l l o w w a l l arches, echoes t h a t i n the Church. The 
s h a l l o w arches are a l s o seen i n the t w o - s t o r y porch of the Great House 
and, f o r m e r l y , i n the h o t e l . 

Germanic I n f l u e n c e may a l s o be seen i n the Granary ( c . l 8 3 2 ) , 
another of the l a r g e s t r e m a i n i n g Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t s f i r s t f l o o r 
i s b u i l t of exposed wood members i n f i l l e d w i t h s t o n e . The wood members 
are c l e a r l y numbered w i t h carved Roman numerals f o r ease of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . This numbering system was used i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
houses as w e l l , a l t h o u g h the wood members were not exposed i n those 
b u i l d i n g s . 
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east-west (12th through 16th Streets). Four narrower streets, also 
running east-west, were inserted between the existing Harmonist ones in 
the early 20th century after the Society's dissolution. These newer 
streets occupy wh a t were originally the interiors of the Harmonist 
blocks, areas reserved for household gardens and utility sheds. To the 
extent possible, they have been deleted from the National Historic 
Landmark, resulting in the finger-like district bo u ndary configuration 
proposed herein. 

The intersection of 14th and Church Streets was the functional 
center of Economy. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of the 
Society's important community, public, and residential buildings, 
including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, the 
store, business leader Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor shop with its 
large wine cellar, and the public hotel/tavern. All of these buildings 
except the hotel/tavern are extant. 

With the exc e ption of the church, the major Harmonist buildings of 
exceptional architectural significance are located within the museum 
complex, west of Church Street spanning 14th Street. The museum complex 
is the result of major restoration work undertaken by the State of 
Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to t he complex is 
the F ea st Hall (completed c.1828), the building that was more than any 
other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' central meeting pl a ce. 
Its SO' x 96' second floor hall was used for the Society's four annual 
c e lebrations, and the building also housed a school room, library, music 
room, museum, and drawing school. Its steep gambrel roof is a Germanic 
feature used in other significant, though no longer extant, Harmonist 
buildings erected at about the same time--the cotton mill and the 
hotel/tavern. Its classical entrance further distinguishes it from all 
the other Society buildings except the founder's house. Inside, the 
bar re l-vaulted ceiling of the hall, with its attached chamferred 
pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes that in the Church. The 
shallow arches are a lso s een in the two-story porch of the Great House 
and, formerly, in the hotel. 

Germanic influence may also be seen in the Granary (c.1832), 
another of the largest remaining Harmonist buildings. Its first floor 
is built of exposed wood members infill e d with stone. The wood members 
are clearly numbered with carved Roman numerals for ease of 
construction. This numbering system was used in the construction of the 
houses as well, although the wood members were not exposed in those 
buildings. 
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The Great House ( c . l 8 2 6 ) , home of founder George Rapp and h i s 
adopted son F r e d e r i c k , the community's business l e a d e r , r e f l e c t s the 
Harmonists' d e s i r e t o b u i l d " i n the American manner," a l t h o u g h i t shows 
German I n f l u e n c e i n the c l i p p e d gables of the r o o f . Though by no means 
o r n a t e , the Great House f e a t u r e s numerous a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s not 
found elsewhere i n the community: c l a s s i c a l f r o n t i s p i e c e s , carved stone 
s t e p s , d e c o r a t i v e transoms, a t w o - s t o r y r e a r p o r c h , and on the i n t e r i o r , 
a c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e w i t h carved b a n n i s t e r , and f u r n i s h i n g s from 
P h i l a d e l p h i a . Here v i s i t o r s were e n t e r t a i n e d by the Rapps and members 
of the S o c i e t y . 

Other major b u i l d i n g s l o c a t e d on the museum grounds are the 
community k i t c h e n , s i t e d beside the Feast H a l l and used when 
c e l e b r a t i o n s were h e l d i n t h a t b u i l d i n g ; c a b i n e t and t a i l o r shops; a 
s t o r e ; and a warehouse. These b u i l d i n g s are a l l of simple d e s i g n , w i t h 
the l a r g e r b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t b u i l t of b r i c k ( t a i l o r shop and 
s t o r e ) and the s m a l l e r b u i l d i n g s behind them b u i l t of wood ( c a b i n e t shop 
and warehouse). The t a i l o r shop i s n o t a b l e f o r the l a r g e v a u l t e d wine 
c e l l a r , w i t h e x c e e d i n g l y f i n e stonework, t h a t i s i t s basement. 

The Harmonist c h u r c h , l o c a t e d j u s t across Church S t r e e t from Old 
Economy V i l l a g e , i s one of the d i s t r i c t ' s most s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , 
b o t h as the f o c a l p o i n t of the S o c i e t y ' s s p i r i t u a l l i f e and as a work of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . With i t s t a l l , t i e r e d c u p o l a / c l o c k tower, housing the 
So c i e t y ' s p e c u l i a r one-handed c l o c k , i t i s the d i s t r i c t ' s most 
conspicuous b u i l d i n g . B u i l t from 1828-1831, the church's design has 
h i s t o r i c a l l y been c r e d i t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp, as. Indeed, have the 
designs of a l l the o t h e r major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t e x h i b i t s t y p i c a l 
Harmonist f e a t u r e s on i t s w e l l - p r e s e r v e d i n t e r i o r , such as a 
b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e l l i n g and a t t a c h e d chamfered p i l a s t e r s w i t h s h a l l o w 
w a l l a rches. Because i t s use has remained the same th r o u g h o u t i t s 
h i s t o r y , the church has had r e l a t i v e l y few a l t e r a t i o n s and i s the best 
p r e s e r v e d Harmonist b u i l d i n g o u t s i d e the grounds of the museum. 

Though the a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r of 19th c e n t u r y Economy may best 
be a p p r e c i a t e d w i t h i n Old Economy V i l l a g e and the Church, the e x t e n t and 
d u r a t i o n of the Harmonist community and town p l a n i s seen best i n the 
s u r r o u n d i n g r e s i d e n t i a l area. I n s p i t e of decades of non-Harmonist, 
p r i v a t e ownership, t h i s p a r t of the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a d i s t i n c t 
appearance and atmosphere due to the o v e r a l l homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and t h e i r r e g u l a r spacing along the s t r e e t s . B u i l t 
e i t h e r of l o c a l l y made b r i c k or of wood l a p s i d i n g , the houses are 
almost a l l two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t and have gable r o o f s w i t h the r o o f 
r i d g e p a r a l l e l l i n g the s t r e e t , g e n e r a l l y a 3x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n and 
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The Great House (c.1826), home of founder George Rapp and his 
adopted son Frederick, the community's business leader, reflects the 
Harmonists' desire to build "in the American manner," although it shows 
German influence in the clipped gables of the roof. Though by no means 
ornate, the Great House features numerous architectural details not 
found elsewhere in the community: classical frontispieces, carved stone 
steps, decorative transoms, a two-story rear por ch , and on the interior, 
a central staircase with carved bannister, and furnishings from 
Philadelphia. Here visitors were entertained by the Rapps and members 
of the Society. 

Other major buildings located on the museum grounds are the 
community kitchen, sited beside the Feast Hall an d used when 
celebrations were held in that building; cabinet and tailor shops; a 
store; and a warehouse. These buildings are all of simple design, with 
the larger buildings facing 14th Street built of brick (tailor shop and 
store) and the smaller buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop 
and warehouse). The tailor shop is notable for the large vaulted wine 
cellar, with exceedingly fine stonework, that is its basement. 

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Old 
Economy Village, is one of the district's most significant buildings, 
both as the focal point of the Society's spir itual life and as a work of 
architecture. With its tall, tiered cupola/clock tower, housing the 
Society's peculiar one-handed clock, it is the district's most 
conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has 
historically been credited to Frederick Rapp, as, indeed, have the 
designs of all the other major Harmonist buildings. It exhibits typical 
Harmonist features on its well-preserved interior, such as a 
barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached chamfered pilasters with shallow 
wall arches. Because its use has remained the same throughout its 
history, the church has had relatively few alterations and is the best 
preserved Harmoni st building outside the grounds of the museum. 

Though the architectural character of 19th ce n tury Economy may best 
be appreciated within Old Economy Village and the Church, the extent and 
duration of the Harmonist community and town plan is seen best in the 
surrounding residential area. In spite of decades of non-Harmonist, 
private ownership, this part of the district retains a distinct 
appearanc e an d atmosphere due to the overall homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and their regular spacing along the streets. Built 
either of locally made brick or of wood lap siding, the houses are 
almos t all two stories in height and have gable roofs with the roof 
ridge parallelling the street, generally a 3x2 bay configuration and 



NPS Form 10-900-* oMB No. 1024-0018 
expires 10-31-37 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy N a t i o n a l 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item numt)er 7 Page 4 

doors t h a t open onto the si d e garden r a t h e r than the s t r e e t . There are 
30 e x t a n t b r i c k houses and 34 e x t a n t frame houses i n the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t . 

The Harmonists used methods of c o n s t r u c t i o n at Economy t h a t they 
had used i n t h e i r two p r e v i o u s s e t t l e m e n t s at Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, I N. I n t h e i r braced-frame system of c o n s t r u c t i o n , each f l o o r 
was framed as an Independent u n i t . Rather than a r o o f r i d g e p o l e , each 
set of r a f t e r s was c o n s t r u c t e d as an independent t r u s s w i t h the c e i l i n g 
r a f t e r as i t s bottom c h o r d . The chimney, b u i l t as a s t r u c t u r a l l y 
independent u n i t , ran d i a g o n a l l y t h r o u g h the house's a t t i c i n order t o 
e x i t the r o o f a t the r i d g e , where f l a s h i n g was unnecessary. Those 
o r i g i n a l chimneys t h a t remain are of squat p r o p o r t i o n s and are s i t u a t e d 
j u s t o f f - c e n t e r along the r o o f r i d g e . I n s u l a t i o n i n the form of "dutch 
b i s c u i t s " — s l a t s of wood wrapped w i t h mud and s t r a w — w e r e used, and 
b r i c k was placed between the w a l l studs on the f i r s t f l o o r of frame 
b u i l d i n g s . 

The house p l a n , b a s i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l i n a l l of the houses, c o n s i s t e d 
of t h r e e rooms on each f l o o r , two s m a l l rooms and one l a r g e one. On the 
f i r s t f l o o r , these were an e n t r y h a l l ( c o n t a i n i n g the s t a i r c a s e ) , 
k i t c h e n , and l a r g e r l i v i n g / s l e e p i n g space. Bedrooms were on the second 
f l o o r . A shed-roofed a d d i t i o n , one-room wide, i s a t t a c h e d t o n e a r l y a l l 
of the b r i c k houses. Of wood l a p s i d i n g , these sheds have studs 
numbered i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist f a s h i o n and appear t o have been e a r l y . 
Harmonist a d d i t i o n s . 

The e x t e r i o r of the b r i c k houses were designed w i t h s e v e r a l 
f e a t u r e s which were both f u n c t i o n a l and a t t r a c t i v e ; most of the b r i c k 
houses r e t a i n a t least; some of these f e a t u r e s . The simple facade of 
common bond b r i c k was e n l i v e n e d w i t h j a c k arches above windows and 
doors, and a c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e on the lo n g s i d e s of the house. Doorways 
were r a t h e r deeply recessed, and shared the same wood surround of 
m u l t i p l e beading as the windows. The doors themselves were s i x 
p a n e l l e d . 

The c o n s i d e r a b l e garden and yard space of each house I n c l u d e d a 
m u l t i p l e - r o o m wood shed t h a t housed a p r i v y , work-space, and an 
a n i m a l - s t a l l . 

I n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h the houses were Harmonist b u i l d i n g s s e r v i n g o t h e r 
f u n c t i o n s , such as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e , workshops f o r the making of 
b a r r e l s and h a t s , a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The s i h a l l e r , 
n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s were g e n e r a l l y designed t o be co m p a t i b l e i n 
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doors that open onto the side garden rather than the street. There are 
30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses in the historic 
district. 

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Economy that th e y 
had used in their two previo us set tlements at Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, IN. In their braced-frame syst em of construction, each floor 
was framed as an independent unit. Rather than a roof ridgepole, each 
set of rafter s was c onstructed as an independent truss with the ceiling 
rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, built as a structurally 
independent unit, ra n di a gonally through the house's attic in order to 
exit the roof at the ridge, where flashing was unnecessary. Those 
original chimneys that remain are of squat proportions and are situated 
j us t off-center along the roof ridge. Insulation in the form of "dutch 
biscuits"--slats of wood wrapped with mud and straw--were used, and 
brick was placed between the wall studs on the first floor o f fr a me 
building s. 

The house plan, basically identical in all of the houses, consisted 
of three rooms on each floor, two small rooms and one large one. On the 
first floor, these were an entry hall (co n ta i n i ng the staircase), 
kitchen, and larger living/sleeping space. Bedrooms were on the second 
floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, is a ttac hed to nearly all 
of the brick houses. Of wood lap siding, these sheds have studs 
numbered in the typical Harmonist fashion and appear to have been early, 
Harmonist additions. 

Th e exter ior of the brick houses were designed with several 
features which were both functional and attra ct ive; mos t of the brick 
houses retain at least some of these features. The simple facade of 
common bond brick was enlivened with ja c k arches above windows and 
doors, and a corbelled cornice on the long sides of the house. Doorways 
were rather deeply recessed, and shared the same wood surround o f 
multi pl e beading as the windows. The doors the mse lves were six 
panelled. 

The consi d er able garden and yard space of each house included a 
multiple-room wood sh e d that housed a p r ivy, work-space, and an 
animal-stall. 

Interspersed with the houses were Harmo n i st b u ildings serving other 
function s , such as a doc tor's office, workshops for the making of 
barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The smaller, 
non-residential buildings were generally designed to be compatible in 
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s c a l e and m a t e r i a l s w i t h the houses. S e v e r a l of these n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l 
Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are e x t a n t . The major i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s , 
r e q u i r i n g l a r g e amounts of water f r o i i the r i v e r or pro d u c i n g unpleasant 
odors, were r e l e g a t e d t o the o u t s k i r t s of the community. These 
b u i l d i n g s have not s u r v i v e d . 

The Harmonists' most I m p o r t a n t garden was c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d and 
remains on the grounds of the museum. A place of m e d i t a t i o n , i t 
I n c l u d e s two i m p o r t a n t s t r u c t u r e s w i t h a l l e g o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the 
community: the P a v i l i o n and the G r o t t o . The P a v i l i o n , a c l a s s i c a l 
d e s ign a t t r i b u t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp, was b u i l t i n 1831 and housed the 
wood-sculpted female f i g u r e of Economy. Scholars s p e c u l a t e t h a t she 
r e p r e s e n t s "the s p i r i t u a l harmony [ t h e Harmonists] hoped to achieve here 
on e a r t h and a f t e r w a r d s i n heaven."! (The present p a v i l i o n i s a 
r e p l i c a t i o n of the o r i g i n a l , which d e t e r i o r a t e d and was d i s m a n t l e d i n 
the 1890s.) The G r o t t o , a round, rough stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h t h a t c h e d 
r o o f , has a marvelous c l a s s i c a l I n t e r i o r , as r e f i n e d as the b u i l d i n g ' s 
e x t e r i o r i s rude. This c o n t r a s t conveyed the d i f f e r e n c e between the 
s u p e r f i c i a l and the s u b s t a n t i a l , the temporal and the s p i r i t u a l . 

The s i t e p l a n of Economy was not a r i g i d g r i d d i v i d e d s t r i c t l y i n t o 
d i s c r e e t areas of d i f f e r e n t uses, but I t was an o r d e r l y p a t t e r n w i t h 
d e f i n i t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s f o r a e s t h e t i c q u a l i t y . B u i l d i n g s s i t e d a long 
the s t r e e t a l t e r n a t e d w i t h open l o t s , c r e a t i n g a c o n s i s t e n t s p a t i a l 
p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . P r e d i c t a b l y , post-Harmonist development 
r e s u l t e d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of newer houses i n these open l o t s ; 
n e v e r t h e l e s s , the o r i g i n a l Harmonist p l a n remains d i s c e r n a b l e . 

Economy's houses can be grouped i n t o f o u r b a s i c t y p e s , r e f l e c t i n g 
the few, but d i f f e r e n t , housing arrangements necessary i n the community. 
The f o l l o w i n g I n v e n t o r y d e s c r i b e s the i n d i v i d u a l r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g 
types i n d e t a i l , and then l i s t s a l l the b u i l d i n g s i n order by l o c a t i o n 
and address, w i t h the museum complex discussed f i r s t . The r e s i d e n t i a l 
b u i l d i n g s are keyed t o the a p p r o p r i a t e b u i l d i n g t y p e s . 

The precedent f o r t h i s type of i n v e n t o r y comes from the Harmonists 
themselves, who i n v e n t o r i e d t h e i r r e a l e s t a t e h o l d i n g s i n 1833 and 
determined the same f o u r types of residences.2 (An a d d i t i o n a l type they 
c a t a l o g u e d has no e x t a n t examples.) The same f o u r b a s i c types were used 
ag a i n i n a comprehensive p l a n n i n g s tudy of the d i s t r i c t prepared by 
Green I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n 1977. A l l b u i l d i n g s not c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o one of 
these f o u r types ( i n c l u d i n g most of the museum b u i l d i n g s ) are d e s c r i b e d 
i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
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scale and materials with the houses. Several of these non-residential 
Harmonist buildings are extant. The ma jor industrial buildings, 
requiring large amounts of water from the river or producing unpleasant 
odors, were relegated to the outskirts of the community. These 
buildings have not survived. 

The Harmonists' most important garden was centrally located and 
remains on the grounds of the museum. A place of meditation, it 
includes two important structures with allegorical significanc e for the 
community: the Pavilion and the Grotto. The Pavilion, a classical 
design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built in 1831 and housed the 
wood-sculpted female figure of Economy. Scholars speculate that she 
represents "the spiritual harmony (the Harmonists] hoped to achieve here 
on earth and afterwards in heaven."l (The present pavilion is a 
replication of the original, which deteriorated and was dismantled in 
the 1890s.) The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched 
roof, has a marvelous classical interior, as refined as the building's 
exterior is rude. This contrast conveyed the differ ence between the 
superficial and the substantial, the temporal and the spiritual. 

The site plan of Economy was not a rigid grid divided strictly into 
discreet areas of different uses, but it was an orderly pattern with 
definite considerations for aesthetic quality. Buildings sited along 
the street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent spati al 
pattern of solid and void. Predictably, post-Harmonist develop ment 
resulted in the construction of newer houses in these open lots; 
nevertheless, the original Harmonist plan remains discernable. 

Economy's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting 
the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary in the community. 
The following inventory describes the individual residentia l building 
types in detail, and then lists all the buildings in order by location 
and address, with the museum complex discussed first. The residential 
buildings are keyed to the appropri ate building types. 

The precedent for this type of inventory come s from the Harmonists 
themselves, who inventoried their real estate holdings in 1833 and 
determined the same four types of residences.2 (An additional type they 
catalogued has no extant examples.) The same four basic types were used 
again in a comprehensive planning study of the district prepared by 
Green International in 1977. All buildings not corresponding to one of 
these four types (including most of the museum buildi ngs ) are described 
individually. 
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Each s t r u c t u r e i s de s i g n a t e d as e i t h e r Key, C o n t r i b u t i n g , or 
N o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the d i s t r i c t . A l l Key and C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s 
were b u i l t or used by the Harmonists i n the 1824-1890 p e r i o d . Key 
b u i l d i n g s comprise the h e a r t of the n a t i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t r e s o u r c e , and 
a r e , i n d i v i d u a l l y , h i s t o r i c a l and/or a r c h i t e c t u r a l f o c a l p o i n t s of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are those which v i s u a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y 
p l a y a p a r t i n conveying the landmark's sense of time and p l a c e . I t 
should be emphasized t h a t because the d i s t r i c t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e i s 
p r i m a r i l y as the s i t e of an i n f l u e n t i a l 19th c e n t u r y communitarian s e c t , 
the c o l l e c t i v e h i s t o r i c a s s o c i a t i o n of the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s i s more 
i m p o r t a n t than the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y of the s u r f a c e s of the 
i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s . The d i s t r i c t ' s v i s u a l s t r o n g p o l n t - - t h e l a r g e l y 
I n t a c t town p l a n — i s r e p r e s e n t e d by s t r e e t s c a p e s as a whole r a t h e r than 
by i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s . I t i s from e x p e r i e n c i n g the e n t i r e complex of 
rem a i n i n g Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t one f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e s the S o c i e t y ' s 
s i z e , homogeneity, t e c h n i c a l s k i l l , and a e s t h e t i c b u i l d i n g design and 
town p l a n n i n g — a l l of which c o n t r i b u t e d t o Economy's success and 
l o n g e v i t y as a community. 

A l l C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s , however, share b a s i c f e a t u r e s which 
make them r e c o g n i z a b l y Harmonist. These f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e s i t i n g , 
massing, s t r u c t u r e , dimensions, r o o f type and o r i e n t a t i o n , and 
f e n e s t r a t i o n p a t t e r n . E x c e p t i o n s t o these c r i t e r i a are two b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the museum complex and two o u t s i d e the museum which have been 
moved i n ord e r t o prevent t h e i r d e m o l i t i o n . These b u i l d i n g s are 
con s i d e r e d C o n t r i b u t i n g because of t h e i r obvious Harmonist o r i g i n s 
and/or a b i l i t y t o convey v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n about the Harmonist way of 
l i f e . V a r i o u s t y p e s o f modern s i d i n g have o b s c u r e d t h e o r i g i n a l s i d i n g 
of a l l but one of the frame houses and a few of the b r i c k ones; t h i s has 
n o t , however, a f f e c t e d the b u i l d i n g s ' o r i g i n a l 19th c e n t u r y s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h i t s unique Harmonist c o n s t r u c t i o n d e t a i l s , such as numbered s t u d s , 
"dutch b i s c u i t " and b r i c k I n s u l a t i o n , p l a s t e r , chimney c o n s t r u c t i o n , and 
I n t e r i o r c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s which are 
I n c l u d e d i n the d i s t r i c t f o r reasons of geographic n e c e s s i t y o n l y . A l l 
b u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n s are shown on the a t t a c h e d s i t e p l a n . (A separate 
p l a n f o r Old Economy the museum complex, i n c l u d e s b u i l d i n g s #1-22.) 

1. R e i b e l , Guide t o Old Economy, p.26. 

2. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 
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Each structure is designated as either Key, Contributing, or 
Non-contributi ng to the district. All Key and Contributing buildings 
were built or used by the Harmonists in the 1824-1890 per iod . Key 
buildings comprise the heart of the nationally significant resource, and 
are, individually, historical and/or architectural focal points of the 
district. 

Contributing buildings are those which visually and historically 
play a part in conveying the landmark's sense of time and place. It 
should be emphasized that because the district's significance is 
primarily as the site of an influential 19th century communitarian sect, 
the collective historic association of the Harmonist buildings is more 
important than the architectural integrity of the surfaces of the 
individual buildings. The district's visual strong point--the largely 
intact town plan--is represented by streetscapes as a whole rather than 
by individual buildings. It is from experiencing the entire complex of 
remaining Harmonist buildings that one f ully appreciates the Society's 
size, homogeneity, technical skill, and aesthetic building design and 
town planning--all of which contributed to Economy's success and 
longevity as a community. 

All Contributing buildings, however, share basic features which 
make them recognizably Harmonist. These features include siting, 
massing, structure, dimensions, roof type and orientation , and 
fenestration pattern. Exceptions to these criteria are two buildings 
within the museum complex and two outside the museum which have been 
moved in order to prevent their demolition. These buildings are 
considered Contributing because of their obvi o u s Harmonist origins 
and/or ability to convey valuable information about the Harmonist way of 
life. Various types of modern siding have obscured the original siding 
of all but one of the frame houses and a few of the brick ones; this has 
not, however, affected the buildings' original 19th century structure 
with its unique Harmonist construction details, such as num bered studs, 
"dutch biscuit" and bri ck insulation, plaster, chimney construction, and 
inte ri or configuration. 

Non-Contributing buildings are non-Harmonist buildings which are 
included in the dis tric t for reasons of geographic necessity only . All 
building locations are shown on the atta ched site plan. (A separate 
plan for Old Economy the museum complex, includes buildings #1-22.) 

1. Reibel, Guide to Old Economy, p.26. 

2. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 
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TYPE A: Two-story B r i c k House; 

Has a three-by-two-bay p l a n w i t h a gable r o o f — w i t h r i d g e p o l e 
r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t — a n d a c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimney l o c a t e d on the 
r i d g e , j u s t east of c e n t e r . I n s e v e r a l I n s t a n c e s the p l a n i s 
two-by-two bays, but these v a r i a t i o n s appear t o be o r i g i n a l . The 
b r i c k i s l a i d i n common bond, w i t h f l a t arches above the windows 
and door, c o r b e l l i n g a t the c o r n i c e , and a w a t e r t a b l e . Windows 
are double hung sash, s i x - o v e r - s i x , except f o r s m a l l , s i n g l e 
a t t i c windows i n each gable end. The door i s l o c a t e d on the 
end of the house, r a t h e r than on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Most 
houses of t h i s type have a wood shed a d d i t i o n on the r e a r , one 
room wide, w i t h i t s own door, a l s o on the end of the house. 
These were added d u r i n g the Harmonist e r a , p r o b a b l y s h o r t l y 
a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the main s e c t i o n of the house. This house 
type r e t a i n s the best i n t e g r i t y i n the d i s t r i c t . There are 30 
e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e . 

TYPE B; Two-story Frame House; 

Almost i d e n t i c a l t o Type A except c o n s t r u c t e d of wood. B u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s type have t y p i c a l l y been c o n s i d e r a b l y a l t e r e d . The most 
common a l t e r a t i o n s have been the a p p l i c a t i o n of new s i d i n g and 
r o o f i n g m a t e r i a l , the replacement of window sash, and o c c a s i o n a l l y , 
s l i g h t changes i n window s i z e , the a d d i t i o n of windows, the a d d i t i o n 
of eave r e t u r n s , and the a d d i t i o n of a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 
(The l a t t e r two a d d i t i o n s occur which such frequency and appear t o 
date t o such an e a r l y era t h a t i t i s b e l i e v e d these changes were 
made by the Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s t y p e . I n s p i t e of the common a l t e r a t i o n s t o these wood 
houses, they remain i m p o r t v i s u a l elements i n the d i s t r i c t s t r e e t -
scape, both because of t h e i r s i t i n g r e l a t i v e t o the s t r e e t and 
o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , and because they r e t a i n the ba s i c 
elements of the Harmonists' r e s i d e n t i a l d e s i g n — f o r m , massing, 
f e n e s t r a t i o n p a t t e r n , and unique s t r u c t u r a l d e t a i l s . 

TYPE C; Two-story Frame Double House; 

S i t e d w i t h i t s gable end toward the s t r e e t , the b u i l d i n g has f l v e -
by-two bays, w i t h m u l t i p l e chimneys, doors on the east or west 
s i d e s , and windows of t a l l e r p r o p o r t i o n s than the s m a l l e r houses. 
The a l t e r a t i o n s t o these b u i l d i n g s are s i m i l a r t o those seen on the 
Type B houses. There are 4 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e . 
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Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof- - wi th ridgepole 
running east-west--and a corbelled brick chimney located on the 
ridge, just east of center. In several instances the plan is 
two-by-two bays, but these variations appear to be original. The 
brick is laid in common bond, with flat arches a bo ve t h e wi ndows 
and door, corbelling at the corni c e, and a watertable. Windows 
are double hung sash, six-over-six, except for small, single 
attic windows in each gable end. The door is located on the 
end of the house, rather than on the street elevation. Most 
houses of this type have a wood shed addition on the rear, one 
room wide , with its own door, also on the end of the hous e . 
These were added during the Har monist era, probably shortly 
after construction of the main section of the house. This house 
type re t ains the best integrity in the district. There are 30 
extant buildings of t his t ype. 

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House: 

Almost identical to Type A except constructed of wood. Buildings 
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The most 
common alterations have been the application of new siding and 
roofing material, the r e p lacemen t of window sash, and occasionally, 
slight changes in window size, the addit i o n o f wind ows, the addition 
of eave returns, and the addition of a door on the street elevation. 
(The latter two additions occur which such frequency and appear to 
date to such an early era that it is believed these changes were 
made by the Harmonists thems e l ves .) There are 34 extant buildings 
of this type. In spit e of the common alterations t o these wo od 
houses, they remain import visual elements in the district street­
sc a pe, both because of their siting relative to the street and 
other Harmonist buildings, and be c ause they retain the basic 
elements of the Harmoni sts ' res id e ntial design--form, massing, 
fenestration pattern, and unique structura l deta ils. 

TYPE C: Two-story Frame Double House: 

Sited with its g a ble end toward the street, the building has five­
by-two bays, with multiple chimneys, doors o n the ea s t or west 
sides, and windows of taller proportio n s than the smaller houses. 
The alterations to these buildings are similar to those seen on the 
Type B houses. Ther e are 4 extant buildings of this typ e . 
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TYPE D; One-story Frame House; 

Sm a l l , o n e - s t o r y - w i t h a t t i c house w i t h a two by t h r e e bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h gable r o o f — r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o the 
s t r e e t - - a n d c e n t r a l chimney. There are 2 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of 
t h i s t y p e . 

B u i l d i n g I n v e n t o r y ; 

1. Feast H a l l , 14th and Church S t r e e t s , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. B u i l t 1826-1828. 

One of the l a r g e s t e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , measuring 
118' X 54' and 50' t a l l a t the r i d g e p o l e , s i t e d at the major 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of the community, t h i s i s a t a l l 2 - 1 / 2 - s t o r y 
b u i l d i n g of b r i c k w i t h a gambrel r o o f hipped a t each end, the 
r i d g e p o l e o r i e n t e d east-west l i k e n e a r l y a l l the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s along 14th S t r e e t . One of the few b u i l d i n g s w i t h b r i c k 
l a i d i n Flemish bond. Wood-shlngled r o o f p i e r c e d by dormers, 
w i t h f o u r c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimneys along the r i d g e p o l e . Wood c o r ­
n i c e i s f i n e l y d e n t l l l e d . Large 6/6 sash windows have o r i g i n a l 
frames w i t h j a c k arches above. Main entrance ( e a s t end) c o n s i s t s 
of a double door beneath a 7-pane f a n l i g h t w i t h a c l a s s i c a l sur­
round. West end door has a r e c t a n g u l a r transom w i t h a c u r v i l i n e a r 
m o t i f . Other doors are l o c a t e d a t east and west ends of the n o r t h 
s i d e . 

C e n t r a l h a l l p l a n of the f i r s t s t o r y remains i n t a c t , w i t h 
s e v e r a l rooms, each w i t h f i r e p l a c e , f l a n k i n g the h a l l . Second 
f l o o r c o n s i s t s almost e n t i r e l y of the a c t u a l f e a s t h a l l (50' x 9 6 ' ) . 
The 8-bay h a l l i s spanned by an e l l i p t i c a l l y - s h a p e d b a r r e l - v a u l t 
of wood planks p i e r c e d by windows on the s i d e s , w i t h engaged 
chamferred p i l a s t e r s j o i n e d by e l l i p t i c a l w a l l arches on the n o r t h 
and south s i d e s . East and west ends f e a t u r e trompe I ' o e i l p a i n t i n g s 
of the same c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h s i n g l e , r e a l doors a t the t h i r d 
f l o o r l e v e l . 

2. Granary, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

The b u i l d i n g i s 5-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l w i t h a 3x7 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 
The stone and timber c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f i r s t s t o r y i s unique 
i n the community. S i d i n g on the o t h e r f l o o r s i s of wide, p l a i n 
boards; the gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs n o r t h - s o u t h ) i s sheathed 
w i t h wood s h i n g l e s . 
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Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con­
figuration, with gable roof--ridgepole perpendicular to the 
street--and central chimney. There are 2 extant buildings of 
this type. 

Building Inventory: 

1. Feast Hall, 14th and Church Streets, Old Economy Village. 
Key. Built 1826-1828. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring 
118' x 54' and 50' tall at the ridgepole, sited at the major 
intersection of the community, this is a tall 2-1/2-story 
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the 
ridgepole oriented east-west like nearly all the Harmonist 
buildings along 14th Street. One of the few buildings with brick 
laid in Flemis h bond. Wood-shingled roof pierced by dormers, 
with four corbelled brick chimneys along the ridgepole. Wood cor­
nice is finely dentilled. Large 6/6 sash windows have original 
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists 
of a d o uble door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur­
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a curvilinear 
motif. Other do ors are loc a ted at east and west ends of the north 
side. 

Central hall plan of the first story remains intact, with 
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking the hall. Second 
floor consists almost entirely of the actual feast hall (50' x 96'). 
The 8-bay hall is spanned by an elliptically-sha ped ba rrel-vault 
of wood planks pi erced by windows on the sides, with engaged 
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on the north 
and south sides. East and west ends feature trompe l'oeil paintings 
of the same configuration, with single, real doors at the third 
floor l evel. 

2. Granary, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

The build ing is 5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration. 
The stone and timber construction of the first story is unique 
in the community. Siding on the other floors is of wide, pla in 
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) is sheathe d 
with wood sh ingles. 
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The I n t e r i o r i s made up of l a r g e , s i n g l e rooms, w i t h a system 
of t w e l v e i n t e r i o r p o s t s , each w i t h f o u r knee braces a t the head, 
e x t e n d i n g up thro u g h the f i r s t f o u r f l o o r s . There i s a l a r g e 
stone c e l l a r . 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1326. 

One s t o r y - w l t h - a t t i c , r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g of wood s i d i n g of 
beaded board and a gable r o o f , and 6/6 windows. There i s a s i n g l e 
door on the south end, and an a t t i c door above f l a n k e d by l o u v e r e d 
openings. A s m a l l entrance h a l l on the south c o n t a i n s a s t a i r t o 
the s t o r a g e l o f t and opens onto a s m a l l room beside i t on the south 
end and a l a r g e room on the n o r t h end. Many of the o r i g i n a l t o o l s 
and equipment remain I n s i d e . 

4. Community K i t c h e n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

One-story r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g of wood l a p s i d i n g , w i t h a bead 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable r o o f 
( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) has a c e n t r a l , extended s e c t i o n t h a t 
p r o v i d e s v e n t i l a t i o n and m u l t i p l e chimneys. 6/6 windows r e t a i n 
some o r i g i n a l g l a s s . A s i n g l e door i s l o c a t e d i n c e n t r a l bay on 
south s i d e . The o r i g i n a l b r i c k f l o o r , b r i c k and stone cooking 
a r e a , and some o r i g i n a l cooking k e t t l e s are i n t a c t i n s i d e . 

5. T a i l o r Shop and Wine C e l l a r , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

Large t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c , of 7x4 bays w i t h gable r o o f 
( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) . B r i c k i s l a i d i n common bond, w i t h 
j a c k arches above windows and doors, and a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d 
c o r n i c e . U n l i k e the o t h e r b u i l d i n g s , t h i s one has a dressed stone 
w a t e r t a b l e above a dressed stone f o u n d a t i o n on the south si d e 
( f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t ) , but a b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e and p l a i n stone founda­
t i o n on o t h e r s i d e s . Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 
and much of the g l a s s appear t o be o r i g i n a l . Doors are l o c a t e d 
on n o r t h , e a s t , and south e l e v a t i o n s ; those on the n o r t h and south 
are wide and 6 - p a n e l l e d , w i t h four-pane transoms. The top stone 
d o o r s t e p has curved stone d e t a i l i n g ( t h e r e are t h r e e s t e p s ) . The 
east end door leads t o the s t o n e - v a u l t e d wine c e l l a r and i s w i t h i n 
a wood v e s t i b u l e . 

NPS Form 10-800-1 
C3-l2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
lnventory-Nom-ination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 7 

0 MB No . 1024-0018 
Expires 1 0 - 31 - 87 

Page 9 

The interior is made up of large, single rooms, with a system 
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at the head, 
extending up through the first four floors. There is a large 
stone cellar. 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy Villag e . 
Contributing. c.13 26. 

One story-with-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of 
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 windows. There is a single 
door on the south end, and an attic door above flanked by louvered 
openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to 
the storage loft and opens onto a small room b es ide it on the south 
e nd and a large room on the north end. Many of the original tools 
and equipment remain inside. 

4. Community Kitchen, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

One-story rectangular building of wood lap siding, with a bead 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shingled gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west ) has a central, extended section that 
provides ventilation and multipl e chimneys. 6/6 windows retain 
some original glass. A single door is located in central bay on 
south side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking 
area, and some original cooking kettles are intact inside. 

5. Tailor Shop and Wine Cellar, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

Large two-story building with attic , of 7x4 bays with gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick is laid in common bond, with 
jack arches above windows and doors, and a dentilled and corbelled 
cornice. Unlike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone 
watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side 
(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda­
tion on other sides. Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 
and much of the glass appear to be original. Doors are located 
on north, east, a n d south elevations; those on the north an d south 
are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pa ne transoms. The top stone 
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The 
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine cellar and is within 
a wood vestibule. 
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I n t e r i o r : Some f l o o r i n g i s o r i g i n a l , as w e l l as doors, base­
board, s t a i r c a s e , p l a s t e r , the p u l l e y on a t t i c door, and mantels. 
There are f o u r rooms on each f l o o r w i t h a c e n t e r h a l l r u n n i n g 
n o r t h - s o u t h . O r i g i n a l t o o l s are on d i s p l a y . The l a r g e v a u l t e d 
wine c e l l a r beneath the b u i l d i n g has steep stone steps and a p u l l e y 
mechanism f o r b r i n g i n g casks i n and o u t , a stone f l o o r , and some 
o r i g i n a l wine casks. The v a u l t i s 15' h i g h w i t h s t o n e - v a u l t e d 
p e n e t r a t i o n s s l o p i n g up t o the e i g h t windows a t grade l e v e l . 

6. S t o r e . Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. 1828. 

This b u i l d i n g was where the Harmonists' many p r o d u c t s were 
s o l d t o the p u b l i c . I t i s a l a r g e t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c 
of 5x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) and a 
c e l l a r beneath the western h a l f . The b r i c k i s l a i d i n common 
bond, w i t h j a c k arches above windows and doors, a c o r b e l l e d and 
d e n t l l l e d c o r n i c e , and a b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e . Windows are 8/12, 
double-hung sash; most, i f not a l l , appear to be o r i g i n a l and i n 
the o r i g i n a l frames ( s i l l s may be r e p l a c e m e n t s ) . F i r s t f l o o r 
windows have p l a i n wood s h u t t e r s w i t h an i r o n c l o s i n g mechanism. 
Doors are l o c a t e d on n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s , set h i g h , a t the 
w a t e r t a b l e , and have four-pane transoms- L i k e many o t h e r doors 
i n Old Economy V i l l a g e , these are a f l a t 6-panel d e s i g n . Doors 
on the west end of the b u i l d i n g , a t the second f l o o r and a t t i c 
l e v e l , a l l o w e d f o r l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g . The f o u n d a t i o n i s of 
dressed s t o n e . 

The four-room per f l o o r w i t h c e n t r a l h a l l p l a n matches t h a t 
of the t a i l o r shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as d i s p l a y 
rooms and o t h e r s as st o r a g e f o r l a r g e amounts of t o o l s , equipment, 
and b o t t l e s . 

7. Baker House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. The was o r i g i n a l l y the house of Johannes Langenbacher 
(name changed t o B a k e r ) , the S o c i e t y ' s s t o r e k e e p e r and l a t e r the 
S o c i e t y ' s Senior T r u s t e e when founder George Rapp d i e d i n 1847. 
A l t h o u g h the house was moved from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e , s e v e r a l yards 
t o the west, i n the 1950s when Route 65 r e p l a c e d the R i v e r Road, 
the p r o p e r t y i s p o s i t i o n e d i n r e l a t i o n t o i t s pre s e n t s i t e as i t 
was p o s i t i o n e d a t i t s nearby h i s t o r i c s i t e , and the g e n e r a l en­
vironment of the new s i t e i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the o r i g i n a l s i t e . 
As an element of the Old Economy Museum r e s t o r a t i o n u n d e r t a k i n g , 
the house forms p a r t of a r e s t o r a t i o n master p l a n , c o n t r i b u t i n g 
to the o v e r a l l impact of the museum complex. 
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Interior: Some flooring is original, as well as doors, base­
board, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door, and mantels. 
There are four rooms on each floor with a center hall running 
north-south. Original tools are on display. The large vaulted 
wine cellar beneath the building has steep stone steps and a pulley 
mechanism for bringing casks in and out, a stone floor, and some 
original wine casks. The vault is 15' high with stone-vaulted 
penetrations sloping up to the eight windows at grade l e vel. 

6. Store. Old Eco nomy Village. 
Key. 1828. 

This building was where the Harmonists' many products were 
sold to the public. It is a large two-story building with attic 
of 5x2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a 
cellar beneat h the western half. The brick is laid in common 
bond, with jack arches above windows and doors, a corbelled a n d 
dentilled cornice, and a brick watertable. Windows are 8/12, 
double-hu ng sash; most, if not all, appear to be original and in 
the original frames (sills may be replacements). First floor 
windows have plain wood shutters with an iron closing mec h a nism. 
Doors are located on north and south elevations, set high, at the 
watertable, and have four-pane tra nsoms . Like many other doors 
in Old Economy Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Doors 
on the west end of the building, at the second floor and at tic 
level, allowed for loading and unloading. The foundation is of 
dressed stone . 

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that 
of the tailor shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as display 
rooms and others as storage for large amounts of tools, equipment, 
and bottles. 

7. Baker House, Old Economy Village. 
Contribu t ing. 1826. 

TYPE A. The was originally the house of Johannes Langenba c h e r 
(name changed to Baker), the Society's storekeeper and later the 
Society's Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died in 1847. 
Although the house was moved from its original site, several yards 
to the west, in the 1950s wh e n Route 65 replaced the Rive r Road , 
the property is positioned in relation to its present site as it 
was p os it i oned at its nearby historic site, and the general en­
vironme nt of the new site is similar to that of the original site. 
As an element of the Old Economy Museum restoration under t aking, 
the house forms part of a restoration master plan, contributing 
t o th e o v e rall impact of the museum complex. 
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8. Shed, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n c.1950. 

Du r i n g the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s o n e - s t o r y , 
wood shed was b u i l t along the l i n e s of a t h e n - e x t a n t o r i g i n a l shed 
o u t s i d e the State-owned p r o p e r t y . Because the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n was 
a c c u r a t e l y executed as p a r t of a r e s t o r a t i o n master p l a n f o r the Old 
Economy museum, i s s i t e d i n the h i s t o r i c a l l y c o r r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p 
t o a Harmonist house, and i s now the o n l y s u r v i v i n g example of 
Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , i t i s co n s i d e r e d t o be a c o n t r i b u t i n g 
element of the d i s t r i c t . The Harmonists c o n s t r u c t e d sheds behind 
t h e i r houses to serve as s t a b l e , s t o r a g e , workspace, and p r i v y . 
T h is one i s b u i l t of p l a i n wood l a p - s i d i n g w i t h a gable r o o f , 
r i d g e p o l e r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t . There are f i x e d , m u l t l - p a n e d sash 
windows and s e v e r a l s i n g l e doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. This d i f f e r s from the stand a r d type by having a two, 
r a t h e r than t h r e e , bay facade. Moved a s h o r t d i s t a n c e and r e s t o r e d 
as p a r t of the museum complex, i t was o r i g i n a l l y the house of 
Jonathan Lenz, one of the S o c i e t y ' s t r u s t e e s . I t s p r e s e n t s i t i n g 
m a i n t a i n s the o r i g i n a l s p a t i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p of the house to o t h e r 
houses and to the s t r e e t . As an element of the Old Economy museum 
r e s t o r a t i o n u n d e r t a k i n g , t h ^ house forms p a r t of a r e s t o r a t i o n 
master p l a n , c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the o v e r a l l impact of the museum 
complex. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

Two-story, 3x1 bay b u i l d i n g w i t h gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t -
west) of wood l a p s i d i n g of v a r i e d w i d t h s w i t h a beaded lower 
edge. This i s the o n l y frame b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s o r i g i n a l c l a pboards 
w i t h beaded bottom edges I n t a c t . I t had not been used f o r many 
years b e f o r e the r e s t o r a t i o n , and r e t a i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a r c h i t e c ­
t u r a l I n t e g r i t y . Windows are 6/6, double-hung; t h e r e i s a wide 
c e n t r a l door on the south s i d e . The i n t e r i o r r e t a i n s e x c e l l e n t 
i n t e g r i t y ; a c e n t r a l s u p p o r t i n g post has chamfered edges, as 
seen on the p i l a s t e r s i n the Feast H a l l and the Church. The 
b u i l d i n g i s f i l l e d w i t h Harmonist t o o l s and equipment. 
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During the restoration of Old Economy Village, this one-story, 
wood shed was built along the lines of a then-extant original shed 
outside the State-owned property. Because the reconstruction was 
accurately executed as part of a restoration master plan for the Old 
Economy museum, is sited in the historically c orrect relationship 
to a Harmonist house, and is now the only surviving example of 
Harmonist shed structure, it is considered to be a contributing 
element of the district. The Harmonists constructed sheds behind 
their houses to serve as stable, storage, wor ks p a ce, and privy. 
This one is built of plain wo od l a p-siding with a gable roof, 
ridgepole running east-west. There are fixed, multi-paned sash 
windows and several single doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. This differs from the standard type by having a two, 
rather than three, bay facade. Moved a short distanc e an d resto red 
as part of the mu s eum complex, it was originally t he ho use of 
Jonathan Lenz, one of the Society's trustees. Its present siting 
main t ains the original spatial relationship of the house to other 
houses and to the street. As an element of the Old Eco n omy museum 
restoration u nde rt aking, t h e ho use forms part of a restoration 
master plan, contributing to the overall impact of the museum 
complex. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Two-story, 3xl bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east­
west) of wood lap siding of v aried widths with a beaded lower 
edge. This is the only frame building with its or iginal clapboards 
with beaded bottom edges intact. It had not been used for many 
years before the restoration, and retained considerable architec­
tural integrity. Windows a re 6/6, double-hung; there is a wide 
central door on the south side. The inte r io r reta ins excellent 
integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as 
seen on the pilasters in the Feas t Hall and the Church. The 
building is filled with Harmonis t too ls and equipment. 
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11. Great House. Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. c. 1826. 

The b u i l d i n g served p r i m a r i l y as a r e s i d e n c e f o r George and 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp (and l a t e r , the T r u s t e e s of the S o c i e t y ) and secon­
d a r i l y as the showplace of the Harmony S o c i e t y . V i s i t o r s were 
o f t e n e n t e r t a i n e d i n t h i s b u i l d i n g by the Rapps. 

This l a r g e r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i s composed of two a d j o i n i n g 
s e c t i o n s ; the long s e c t i o n f a c i n g Church S t r e e t known as the 
George Rapp House, and the s m a l l e r , but t a l l e r s e c t i o n , s i t e d 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y to i t on i t s n o r t h end, known as the F r e d e r i c k 
Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the f i r s t t o be b u i l t and c o n s i s t s 
of a t w o - s t o r y , s i x - b a y s e c t i o n f l a n k e d by o n e - s t o r y wings on the 
n o r t h and south ends. Of b r i c k l a i d i n Flemish bond, i t has a 
gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e r u n n i n g n o r t h - s o u t h ) t r u n c a t e d a t the ends, 
b r i c k chimneys at the r i d g e p o l e , h i p - r o o f e d dormers, a d e n t l l l e d 
b r i c k c o r n i c e ; and a dressed stone f o u n d a t i o n . There i s a two-
s t o r y porch on the west e l e v a t i o n , f a c i n g the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n known as the V a u l t Room, b u i l t i n about 
1858 to house the Harmonist s a f e . Windows are 6/6, double hung 
w i t h b r i c k j a c k - a r c h l i n t e l s . The main entrance on the east e l e ­
v a t i o n has a pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h f a n l i g h t ; s i m i l a r 
f l a n k i n g doors on the n o r t h and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has been r e s t o r e d and f e a t u r e s more 
e l e g a n t d e t a i l i n g than i s found i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist houses. 
Three separate money v a u l t s are l o c a t e d i n the basement of the 
house: one b e n e a t h t h e George Rapp s e c t i o n , and two b e n e a t h t h e 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp s e c t i o n . The l a t t e r s e c t i o n o f t h e house was b u i l t 
as the n o r t h wing of the George Rapp's house and i s a t a l l , 2-1/2 
s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g w i t h b r i d g e d chimneys, dormers, and 
s t y l i s t i c elements not found on o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . As on 
the Feast H a l l and the George Rapp s e c t i o n , the b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
Flemish bond, w i t h l a r g e j a c k arches above windows and doors, and 
a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e . Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are u n u s u a l l y w e l l - d e t a i l e d , w i t h a g r a c e ­
f u l l y - c u r v e d bottom s t e p . The south door has a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved p i l a s t e r s w i t h " b u l l s - e y e " c o r n e r b l o c k s . 
I t s steps are a l s o c a r e f u l l y c a rved. 

The e i g h t - r o o m i n t e r i o r has been r e s t o r e d . 

I n the 1880s, the r o o f of the George Rapp s e c t i o n was changed 
to a simple gable and v a r i o u s o t h e r changes were made. Du r i n g 
the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , the r o o f was r e b u i l t t o 
i t s o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . Numerous o t h e r r e s t o r a t i o n items 
were undertaken at t h i s time as w e l l . 
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The building served pri ma rily as a residence for George and 
Frederick Rapp (and later, the Tr us t e es of the Society) and secon­
darily as the showplace of the Harmony Society. Visitors were 
often entertained in this building by the Rapps. 

This large residential building is composed of two adjoining 
sections: the lo n g section facing Church Stre e t k n own as the 
George Rapp House, and the smaller, but taller section, sit ed 
perpendicularly to it on its north end, known as the Frede rick 
Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the first to be built and consists 
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings on the 
north and south ends. Of brick laid in Flemish bond, it ha s a 
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) truncated at the ends, 
b r i c k chimneys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentilled 
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There is a two­
story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 story brick addition known as the Vault Room, built in a bout 
1858 to house the Harmonist safe. Windows are 6/6, double hung 
with brick jack-arch lintels. The mai n e ntra n ce on the east ele­
vation has a pedimented fro n ti s p ie ce with fanlight; similar 
flanking doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The interior of the house has been restored and features more 
elegant detailing than is found in the typ i c a l Harmonist houses. 
Three separate money vault s are located in the basement of the 
house: one bene ath the George Rapp section, and two benea th the 
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of the house was built 
a s the north wing of the George Rapp's house and is a tall, 2-1/2 
s tory gable-roofed buildi ng with br idged chimneys, dormers, and 
stylistic elements no t fo und on o ther Harmonist buildings. As on 
the Feast Hal l and the George Rapp section, the brick is laid in 
Flemish bond, with large jack arches above windows and doors, and 
a dentilled and corbelled cornice. Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are unus ua lly well-detailed, with a grace­
fully-curved bottom step. The south door h as a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks. 
Its steps are a lso carefully carved. 

The eight-room interior has been restored. 

In t he 188Os, the roof of the George Rapp section was changed 
to a simple gable and various other ch anges wer e made. During 
the restoration of Old Economy Vill a ge, the roof was rebuilt to 
its original configuration. Numerous other res torat ion items 
were undertaken at thi s time as we ll. 
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12. Summer K i t c h e n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825, 1950. 

A l a r g e l y r e b u i l t o n e - s t o r y s i x - b a y g a b l e - r o o f e d frame b u i l d i n g 
of wood s i d i n g w i t h a beaded lower edge. I t o r i g i n a l l y c o n t a i n e d 
a summer k i t c h e n , workshop, t o o l and wood storage area, and c h i c k e n 
coop. The k i t c h e n area remained l a r g e l y i n t a c t at the time of 
r e s t o r a t i o n and r e s t o r e d ; the o t h e r rooms, however, were made i n t o 
modern restrooms. 

13. C a r r i a g e House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

A t a l l , g a b l e - r o o f e d frame b u i l d i n g s i t e d a t the southeast c o r n e r 
of the museum s i t e w i t h double doors l o c a t e d on the n o r t h s i d e . I t 
r e q u i r e d r e s t o r a t i o n c.1950 to remove a l t e r a t i o n s made when the 
b u i l d i n g was co n v e r t e d t o a re s i d e n c e i n the 1890s. The o r i g i n a l 
t i m b e r frame remained I n t a c t , however, and the s i t e i s o r i g i n a l , 
a l t h o u g h the b u i l d i n g had been r a i s e d about f o u r f e e t when a second 
f l o o r was added. 

14. Garden P a v i l i o n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n c.1950. 

A c l a s s i c a l , hexagonal stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h arched openings and 
a f l a t r o o f topped by s i x stone vases, s i t e d a t the c e n t e r of the 
So c i e t y garden. The p a v i l i o n was disassembled and an exact r e p l i c a 
b u i l t d u r i n g the museum r e s t o r a t i o n because of the extreme d e t e r i o r ­
a t i o n . Stone copies of the o r i g i n a l wooden r o o f f i n i a l s were 
mounted i n 1966 ( t h e o r i g i n a l wooden f i n i a l s , carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of P h i l a d e l p h i a , are i n the museum). A p l a n i n the Harmony 
S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s shows t h a t the p a v i l i o n was o r i g i n a l l y designed 
w i t h a hexagonal domed r o o f , but t h i s i s not known t o have been 
b u i l t . The garden p a v i l i o n was the f o c a l p o i n t of the Harmonists' 
garden, c a l l e d by one landscape e x p e r t the most i m p r e s s i v e garden 
of i t s era west of the A l l e g h e n i e s . I t was c r e a t e d and a p p r e c i a t e d 
f o r a l l e g o r i c a l as w e l l as a e s t h e t i c reasons, the beauty of the 
garden r e p r e s e n t i n g the s t a t e of Harmony achieved t h r o u g h d e v o t i o n 
t o God. ( S p e c i f i c s t r u c t u r e s , such as the G r o t t o and the l a b y r i n t h 
e x h i b i t t h i s idea more c l e a r l y . ) The s u r r o u n d i n g garden f e a t u r e d a 
simple path system r a d i a t i n g from the p a v i l i o n t h a t d i v i d e d the 
garden i n t o f o u r s e c t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g a fan-shaped v i n e y a r d , stone 
g r o t t o , a r b o r s , and numerous v a r i e t i e s of f r u i t t r e e s , shrubs, ever­
greens, and f l o w e r s . (See a l s o : G r o t t o , #15). 
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A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building 
of wood siding with a beaded lower edge. It originally contained 
a summer kitchen, workshop, tool and wood storage area, and chicken 
coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at the time of 
restoration and restored; the other rooms, howev e r, wer e made into 
modern restrooms. 

13. Carriage House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

A tall, gable-roofed frame building sited at the s outheast corner 
of the museum site with double doors located on the north side. It 
required restoration c.1950 to remove alterations made when the 
building was converted to a residence in the 1890s. The original 
timber frame remained intact, however, and the site is original, 
although the building had been raised about four feet when a second 
floor was added. 

14. Garden Pavilion, Old E~onomy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950. 

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched openings a n d 
a flat roof topped by six stone vases, sited at the cent er o f t h e 
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica 
built during the museum restoration because of the extreme deterior­
ation. Stone copies of the original wooden roof finials were 
mounted in 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of Phil ad e l ph ia , are in the museum). A plan in the Harmony 
Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed 
with a hexagonal domed roof, but this is not known to have been 
built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists' 
garden, called by on e landscape expert the most impressive garden 
of its era west of the Alleghenies. It w~s c r ea ted and appreciated 
for allegorical as well as aestheti c reas ons, the beauty of the 
garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devotion 
to God. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto and the labyrinth 
exhibit this idea more clearly.) The surrounding garden featured a 
simple path system radiating f r o ~ th e pavilion that divided the 
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone 
grotto, arbor s , and numerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever­
greens, and flowers. (See also: Grotto, #15). 
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15. G r o t t o , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

B u i l t as a place f o r m e d i t a t i o n i n a corner of the S o c i e t y ' s 
garden, the o n e - s t o r y , rough stone G r o t t o serves as an a l l e g o r y 
of Harmonist p h i l o s o p h y . The round s t r u c t u r e i s 17' i n diameter 
w i t h a c o n i c a l r o o f , o r i g i n a l l y t h a t c h e d . F r e d e r i c k Rapp b u i l t 
the G r o t t o f o r George Rapp, commissioning W i l l i a m J e n k i n s of P i t t s ­
burgh f o r the f i n e i n t e r i o r ornamental p l a s t e r work. The rough 
e x t e r i o r was Intend e d t o suggest the s i m p l i c i t y of the Harmonist 
l i f e s t y l e ; the r e f i n e d i n t e r i o r , the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 
s p i r i t . I t i s the o n l y example of the Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e i n any 
of the Harmonists' s e t t l e m e n t s . 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u e t i o n . 

A s m a l l b r i c k and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. L i k e the Lenz house ( # 9 ) , t h i s d i f f e r s from the t y p i c a l 
Type A i n having a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . I t was was moved onto 
the museum p r o p e r t y from s e v e r a l b l o c k s away. Though d e t e r i o r a t e d , 
i t r e t a i n s most of the basic Harmonist f e a t u r e s . I t s present s i t i n g , 
however, bears l i t t l e r e l a t i o n t o i t s o r i g i n a l s i t i n g . 

18. U t i l i t y Shed. 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

T h i s o n e - s t o r y , g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g of board and b a t t e n s i d i n g 
b u i l d i n g was r e b u i l t a l ong the l i n e s of the o r i g i n a l , which housed 
the S o c i e t y ' s f i r e engine and o t h e r f i r e - f i g h t i n g equipment. 

19. Maintenance B u i l d i n g . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1965. 

A frame s t r u c t u r e of o n e - s t o r y b u i l t t o complement the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s w h i l e s e r v i n g the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 
I t east end i s a t t a c h e d t o the Warehouse. 

20. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

This was r e c o n s t r u c t e d from e a r l y photographs of an o r i g i n a l com­
mun i t y waterpump. 
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Built as a place for meditation in a corner of the Socie ty 's 
garden, the one-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an alleg ory 
of Harmonist philosophy. The round structure is 17 1 in diameter 
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built 
the Grotto for George Rapp, commissioning William Jenkins of Pitts­
burgh for the fine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough 
exterior was intended to suggest the simplicity of the Harmonist 
lifestyle; the ref ined interior , the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 
spirit. It is the only example of the Greek Revival sty le in any 
of the Harmonists' settlements. 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy Vil l age. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstru ction. 

A small brick and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Like the Lenz house (#9), this differ s from the typical 
Type A in having a 2x2 bay configuration. It was was moved onto 
the mu seum property from several blocks away. Though deteriorated, 
it retains most of the basic Harmonist features. Its present sit ing , 
however, bears little relation to its original siting. 

18. Utility Shed. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board and batten siding 
building was rebuilt along the lines of the original, which housed 
the Society's fire engine and other fire-fighting equipment. 

19. Maintenance Building. 
Non-Contributing. c.1965. 

A frame structure of one-story built to com plement the Harmonist 
buildings while serving the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 
It east end is attached to the Warehouse. 

20. Waterpump, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com­
munity waterpump. 
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21. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

A p a r t i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of an o r i g i n a l pump based on e a r l y photo­
graphs. The i r o n work and the s i t e are o r i g i n a l , and t h i s i s the 
o n l y r e m a i n i n g example of a Harmonist waterpump, a remnant of the 
S o c i e t y ' s e x t e n s i v e town water system. 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

A s m a l l , o n e - s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g s e r v i n g as a p o t t i n g shed and 
storehouse, f r o n t s a modern greenhouse e x t e n s i o n s on the south and 
east s i d e s . 

23. 70 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. De s p i t e b r i c k r e - s i d i n g and o t h e r a l t e r a t i o n s , the 
house m a i n t a i n s i t s b a s i c Harmonist form and r e i n f o r c e s the s t r e e t -
scape, a n c h o r i n g the d i s t r i c t ' s southwest c o r n e r . 

24. 78-80 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1870. 

Two-story, s i x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s i d e d w i t h 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was p r o b a b l y b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y 
t o house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 

25. 84 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1940 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . 

26. 86-88 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1870. 

Two-story, s i x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s i d e d w i t h 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was p r o b a b l y b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y 
t o house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 
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A partial reconstruction of an original pump based on early photo­
graphs. The iron work and the site are original, and this is the 
only remaining example of a Harmon ist waterpump, a remnant of the 
Society's extensive town water system. 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and 
storehouse, fron ts a modern greenhouse extensions on the south and 
east sides. 

23. 70 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite brick re-siding and other alterations, the 
house maintains its basic Harmonist form and reinforces the street­
scape, anchoring the district's southwest corne r. 

24. 78-80 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-sto ry , six-by- three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical siding. Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the late 19th century 
to house laborers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its origina l site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the district of 1893. 

25. 84 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1940 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between tw o Harmonist buildings. 

26. 86-88 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical sidi ng . Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the l a te 19th century 
to house laborers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its original site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the distri ct of 1893. 
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27. 98 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. De s p i t e t y p i c a l r e m o d e l l i n g , the house remains an 
I m p o r t a n t element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , a n c h o r i n g the south­
west corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 

28. 186 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Gener­
a l l y , i n t e g r i t y i s good and the yard space i s I n t a c t . " J u i n 8, 
1830" i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c . 

29. 189 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. De s p i t e t y p i c a l r e m o d e l l i n g , the house remains an 
i m p o r t a n t element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , a n c h o r i n g the n o r t h ­
east corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 

30. 193 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. I m p o r t a n t as an element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , 
r e i n f o r c i n g the r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . 

31. 194 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. I m p o r t a n t as an element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , 
r e i n f o r c i n g the r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . 

32. 197 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1930. 

2-1/2 s t o r y , b r i c k Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. The o r i g i n a l wood s i d i n g i s v i s i b l e beneath modern 
aluminum and wood s i d i n g . This b u i l d i n g may have been moved about 
t e n f e e t when a d j a c e n t Maplewood Avenue was l a i d out c.1905. I t 
i s s i t e d u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y c l o s e t o the n e i g h b o r i n g Harmonist 
house, y e t i t r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l o r i e n t a t i o n to the s t r e e t and 
p r e s e n t l y f u n c t i o n s as an anchor of i t s b l o c k . 

NPS Form 10-800-a 
C)-12) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
lnventory-Nom·ination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark 

27. 98 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

Item number 7 

0M B No . 1024 - 00 1 8 
Expir e s 10 - 31 -87 

Page 16 

TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, the house remains an 
important element of the Harmonist streetscape, anchoring the south­
west corner of 12th and Church Streets. 

28. 186 12th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the street elevation. Gener­
ally, integrity is good and the yard space is intact. "Juin 8, 
1830" is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 

29. 189 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, the house remains an 
important element of the Harmonist streetscape, anchoring the north­
east corner of 12th and Church Streets. 

30. 193 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Important as an element in the Harmonist streetscape, 
reinforcing the regular pattern of solid and voi<l. 

31. 194 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Important as an el e me nt in the Harmonist streetscape, 
reinforcing the regular pattern of solid and void. 

32. 197 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1930. 

2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYP E B. The or iginal wood siding is visible beneath modern 
aluminum and wood siding. This building may have been moved about 
ten feet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was laid out c.1905. It 
is sited uncharacteristically close to the neighboring Harmonist 
house, yet it retains its original orientation to the street and 
presently functions as an anchor of its block. 
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34. 199 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. 

35. 278 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE D. 

36. 280 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Un u s u a l l y s i t e d w i t h i t s r o o f r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r 
to the s t r e e t , matching the o r i e n t a t i o n of the Harmonist b u i l d i n g 
next door ( b u i l d i n g #35). I t r e t a i n s i t s b a s i c Harmonist form and 
2x3 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

37. 281 12th S t r e e t ( s t r e e t address u n c e r t a i n ; t a x p a r c e l #11-04-502). 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE D. Re c e n t l y r e m o d e l l e d , though i t s b a s i c dimensions and 
form remain i n t a c t , and i t echoes a s i m i l a r Type D b u i l d i n g 
d i r e c t l y across the s t r e e t ( b u i l d i n g #35). 

38. 283 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. This i s the o n l y Harmonist frame house i n the d i s t r i c t 
t h a t has not been covered w i t h s i d i n g , and t h e r e f o r e g i v e s an 
e s p e c i a l l y good idea of the o r i g i n a l appearance of these houses. 

39. M a j e s t i c Laundry & Dry C l e a n i n g , 12th and Merchant S t r e e t s , 
Northwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been r e p l a c e d ; f i r s t f l o o r has 
been a l t e r e d t o accommodate commercial use. 

40. 1198 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. I t s i n t e g r i t y remains e x c e l l e n t and i t i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of the Harmonist 12th S t r e e t s t r e e t s c a p e . On the house's east end, 
every o t h e r b r i c k header i s blackened, c r e a t i n g a d e c o r a t i v e p a t t e r n . 
A German i n s c r i p t i o n i n the mortar i n the a t t i c reads " J u l y 5, i n 
the year of God, 1830." 
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TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendicular 
to the street, matching the orientati on of the Harmonist building 
next door (building #35). It retains its basic Harmonist form and 
2x3 bay configuration. 

37. 281 12th Street (street address uncertain; tax parcel #11-04-502). 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPED. Recently remodelled, t hough its basic dimensions and 
form remain i n tact, and it echoes a similar Type D building 
directly across the street (building #35). 

38. 283 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. This is the only Harmonist frame house in the district 
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an 
especially good idea of the original appearance of these houses. 

39. Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets, 
Northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been replaced; first floor has 
been altered to accommodate commercial use. 

40. 1198 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Its integrity remains excellent and it is a continuation 
of the Harmonist 12th Street streetscape. On the house's east end, 
every other brick header is blackened, creating a decorative pattern. 
A German inscription in the mortar in the attic reads "July 5, in 
the year of God, 1830." 
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4 1 . 1219 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1919. 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g , a t t a c h e d on i t s n o r t h s i d e 
to a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 

42. 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. I t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y has been i m p a i r e d on the 
Merchant S t r e e t facade by a l t e r a t i o n s made to t r a n s f o r m the former 
house i n t o a commercial b u i l d i n g . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t s s i t i n g i s 
I n t a c t and r e i n f o r c e s the Harmonist town p l a n by a n c h o r i n g the 
middle of the b l o c k . I t s Harmonist design f e a t u r e s remain I n t a c t 
on the exposed, n o r t h s i d e e l e v a t i o n . 

43. 284 Wagner S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Date unknown. T h i s i s a Harmonist b u i l d i n g , (says the present 
o c c u p a n t ) , but a massive e x t e r i o r r e m o d e l l i n g has obscured any 
Harmonist f e a t u r e s . A steep c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e i n s i d e i s s i m i l a r 
i n steepness t o the t y p i c a l Harmonist s t a i r c a s e . The b u i l d i n g does 
not appear on a S o c i e t y map of 1858, however, and i t s Harmonist 
a u t h e n t i c i t y has y e t to be documented. 

44. 1204 Church S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1915. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

45. 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual i n not having a frame a d d i t i o n on i t s r e a r . 

46. Wagner S t r e e t , east of 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . Date undetermined, p r o b a b l y c.1880. 

Small, o n e - s t o r y frame shed w i t h a gable r o o f and covelap s i d i n g . 
While i t s exact date i s unknown, i t o b v i o u s l y dates to the Harmonist 
p e r i o d ( p r o b a b l y l a t e 19th c e n t u r y ) and f e a t u r e s the same b r a c k e t e d 
wood hood seen over the doors of many of the Harmonist houses. As 
an a d d i t i o n a l Harmonist b u i l d i n g type and one of the o n l y r e m a i n i n g 
u t i l i t a r i a n s t r u c t u r e s i t c o n t r i b u t e s t o the d i s t r i c t . 
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Two-story brick c o mme rci a l building, attached on its north side 
to a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant Street. 

42. 1221 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Its architectural int e grity has be e n i mpaired on the 
Merchant S tre et facade by alterations made to transform the former 
house into a commercial building. Nevertheless, its siting i s 
intact and reinforces the Harmonist town plan by anchoring the 
middle o f the b l ock . Its Harmonist design features remain intact 
on the exposed, north side elevation. 

43. 284 Wagner Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This is a Harmonist building , (s a ys the present 
occupant ), but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured any 
Harmonist features. A steep central staircase inside is simi l a r 
in steepness to the typical Harmonist staircase. The building d oes 
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however , and its Harmonist 
authenticity has yet to be documented. 

44. 1204 Church Street. 
Non-Cont r ibuting. c.1915. 

Two-story brick Foursqua r e . 

45. 1216 Church Street . 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual in n o t h a v i n g a frame addition on its rear. 

46. Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. Date undetermined, probably c.1880. 

Small, one-story f r ame s hed with a gable roof and covelap siding. 
While its exact date is unknown, it obviously da tes to the Ha rmonist 
period (probably late 19th century) and features the same bracketed 
wood hood seen over the doors of many of the Harmonist houses. As 
an additional Harmonist bu i l d i ng typ e a nd one of the only remaining 
utilitari a n structures it contributes t o t h e dis trict. 
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47. 98 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Some o r i g i n a l window frames are I n t a c t . Has a r e a r 
a d d i t i o n of l a t e r d a t e . 

48. 260 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d . Some o r i g i n a l window frames and 
the o r i g i n a l s i x - p a n e l l e d door and frame on the east end are i n ­
t a c t . T his i s a l s o one of the few houses t h a t r e t a i n s at l e a s t 
p a r t of i t s o r i g i n a l garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. A o n e - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the south end of the 
b u i l d i n g was the S o c i e t y ' s l a s t bakery, from 1903-1905, a c c o r d i n g 
t o the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e . 

50. 273 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h a s p h a l t . 

51. 274 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1920. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist house of co n c r e t e b l o c k . 

52. 276 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

53. 278 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Foursquare. 

54. 284 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830 

TYPE C. Desp i t e a s p h a l t s i d i n g , the house i s an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 
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TYPE A. Some original window frames are intact. Has a rear 
~ddition of later date. 

48. 260 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted. Some original window frames and 
the original six-panelled door and frame on the eas t end are in­
tact. This is also one o f th e few houses that retains at least 
part of its original garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE c. A one-story brick addition on the south end of the 
building was the Society's last bakery, from 1903-1905, according 
to the former curator of Old Economy Village. 

SO. 273 13th Street. 
Contributi ng . c.1830. 

TYPE c. Has been re-sided with asphalt. 

51. 274 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist house of concrete block. 

52. 276 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house. 

53. 278 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

2-1/2 story brick Four square. 

54. 284 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830 

TYPE c. Despite asphalt siding, the house is an import ant 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 
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55. 286 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

56. Mad Anthony's B i e r Stube, Merchant S t r e e t and 13th S t r e e t , 
southwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had a l t e r a t i o n s t o accommodate commercial use, 
but i t s o r i g i n a l form i s i n t a c t ; some o r i g i n a l window frames are 
i n t a c t on the second f l o o r . 

57. 1240 Merchant S t r e e t ( s o u t h e a s t corner of Merchant & 13th S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e has been covered by wood s o f f i t 
and f a s c i a w i t h eave r e t u r n s , and a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n i s 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. De s p i t e an aluminum-clad s o f f i t and f a s c i a , the house 
remains an I m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

59. 314 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Desp i t e a t w o - s t o r y porch, added on the east end, the 
house remains an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t ­
scape. There i s a o n e - s t o r y frame shed i n the r e a r . 

60. 316 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y b r i c k d w e l l i n g . 

61. 322 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of c o n s t r u c t i o n i s I n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c . 
There i s a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the south s i d e . 
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56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street, 
southwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had alterations to accommodate commercial use, 
but its original form is intact; some original window frames are 
intact on the second floor. 

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Me rcha nt & 13th Streets). 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit 
and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick addition is 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite an aluminum-clad soffit and fascia, the house 
remains an important visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

59. 314 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite a two-story porch, added on the east end, the 
house remains an important visual element i n the Harmonist str ee t­
scape. There is a one-story frame shed in th e rear . 

60. 316 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, early 20th century b r ick dwelling. 

61. 322 13th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of cons truction is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 
There is a two-story brick addition on the south side. 
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62. 328 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Des p i t e t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , the house remains an im­
p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the 13th S t r e e t s t r e e t s c a p e , one of the 
most v i s u a l l y homogenous Harmonist b l o c k s i n the d i s t r i c t . 

63. 332 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Date unknown. T h i s t w o - s t o r y , 2x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable 
r o o f may be a c o n v e r t e d Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , but t h i s has not 
been s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

64. 336 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. A l t e r a t i o n s s i m i l a r t o those a t 328 13th S t r e e t (see 
b u i l d i n g #62), but remains a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element of the 
Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

65. S t . John's L u t h e r a n Church of Old Economy and R e c t o r y , 
1320 Church S t r e e t . 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design i s a t t r i b u t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp. As the 
r e l i g i o u s f o c a l p o i n t of the Harmonist s o c i e t y , t h i s i s the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g o u t s i d e of Old Economy V i l l a g e . I t i s a l s o 
one of the few b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n i n g good i n t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
I n t e g r i t y . 

Of 3x5 bays, and one t a l l s t o r y , the b r i c k church has a m u l t i -
s t o r i e d c l o c k and b e l l tower a t i t s west end, f a c i n g Church S t r e e t . 
The main s e c t i o n of the church has a gable r o o f , i t s r i d g e p o l e 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o Church S t r e e t . I t s red-orange b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
common bond, w i t h j a c k arches above the l a r g e , 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (most of which appear to be o r i g i n a l , a l t h o u g h the 
s i l l s have been r e p l a c e d or covered w i t h c o n c r e t e ) . Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south e l e v a t i o n ( a l o n g Creese 
S t r e e t ) , t h e r e i s an arched window i n the c e n t r a l bay of t h i c k , 
m u l t l - p a n e d c l e a r g l a s s . The wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a have d e n t i l s 
and b r a c k e t s on the n o r t h and south ( s i d e ) e l e v a t i o n s ; the eaves 
are r e t u r n e d on the east (end) e l e v a t i o n . 
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TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, the house remains an im­
portant visual eleme nt in the 13th Street streetscape, one of the 
most visually homogenous Harmonist blocks in the district. 

63. 332 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable 
roof may be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this has not 
been substantiated . 

64. 336 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Alterations simila r to those at 328 13th Street (see 
building #62), but remain s a significant visual element of the 
Harmonist streetscape. 

65. St. John's Lutheran Church of Old Economy and Rectory, 
1320 Church Street. 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design is attributed to Frederick Rapp. As the 
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this is the most 
significant building outside of Old Economy Village. It is also 
one of the few buildings retaining good interior architectural 
integrity. 

Of 3x5 bays, and one tall story, the brick church has a multi­
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street. 
The main section of the church has a gable roof, its ridgepole 
perpendicular to Church Street. Its red-orange brick is laid in 
common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (m os t of which appear to be original, although the 
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south elevation (along Creese 
Street), there is an arched window in the central bay of thick, 
multi-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have <lentils 
and brackets on the north and south (side) elevations; the eaves 
are returned on the east (end) elevation. 
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The tower has a f i r s t - s t o r y of s t o n e , cut i n r e c t a n g u l a r 
b l o c k s , a t h r e e - s t o r y s h a f t of b r i c k , and a wide wood c o r n i c e 
beneath the c l o c k tower, w i t h b e l l - c a s t - r o o f e d o c t a g o n a l c u p o l a , 
topped by a s m a l l e r matching cu p o l a . 

The i n t e r i o r i n t e g r i t y i s good t o e x c e l l e n t . The b a r r e l -
v a u l t e d c e l l i n g i s a Harmonist design f e a t u r e seen a l s o i n the 
Feast H a l l . The v a u l t " r e s t s " on wood p i l a s t e r s w i t h chamfered 
c o r n e r s and simple c o r n i c e s ; these columns frame each window 
bay. The f l a t - t o p p e d windows are set w i t h i n s h a l l o w w a l l arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the o r i g i n a l . The a l t a r , s t a i n e d 
g l a s s , and organ are of l a t e r v i n t a g e . There i s a square balcony 
c e n t e r e d on the west s i d e of the nave, w i t h p a n e l l i n g and a r a i l i n g 
of t u r n e d p o s t s . The nave i s a t t a c h e d on the n o r t h s i d e t o the 
l a r g e , newer p a r t of the church, but the o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r n o r t h 
w a l l has been r e t a i n e d . An e l l i p t i c a l window, one of the most 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d d e c o r a t i v e f e a t u r e s i n the community, tops the c e n t r a l 
door on t h i s e l e v a t i o n . 

The c l o c k tower has w a l l s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3' t h i c k a t the base. 
P l a s t e r w a l l s on the ground l e v e l g i v e way to b r i c k above. Much 
of the o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e , h e a v i l y worn, i s I n t a c t . The o p e r a t i n g 
c l o c k r e t a i n s many of the o r i g i n a l p i e c e s , and i s s t i l l wound by 
hand d a l l y . The two b e l l s , i n the tower above the c l o c k , were 
f o r g e d i n P i t t s b u r g h . 

The modern church a d d i t i o n i s s i t e d t o the east of the Harmonist 
one, and a s m a l l , detached r e c t o r y i s s i t e d on the same l o t t o the 
n o r t h of the Harmonist Church. 

66. 1398 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. C u r r e n t l y undergoing a complete r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
e x t e r i o r and a p a r t i a l I n t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n . The r e c e n t removal 
of the s i d i n g on the shed a d d i t i o n r e v e a l e d t h a t the t i m b e r s 
used i n c o n s t r u c t i o n were numbered w i t h Roman numerals i n the 
t y p i c a l Harmonist manner j u s t as on the main s e c t i o n s of 
b u i l d i n g s . This suggests t h a t many of these shed a d d i t i o n s may 
have been b u i l t at the same t i m e , p r o b a b l y at a r a t h e r e a r l y 
date when t h e r e were many Harmonists l i v i n g i n the d i s t r i c t . 

NPS Form 10-IIOO-I 
(3-82) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 7 

0MB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

Page 22 

The tower has a first-story of stone, cut in rectangular 
blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wide wood cornice 
beneath the clock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupola, 
topped by a smaller matching cupola. 

The interior integrity is good to excellent. The barrel­
vaulted ceiling is a Harmonist design feature seen also in the 
Feast Hall. The vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered 
corners and simple cornices; these columns frame each window 
bay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the original. The altar, stained 
glass, and organ are of later vintage. There is a square balcony 
centered on the west side of the nave, with panelling and a railing 
of turned posts. The nave is attached on the north side to the 
large, newer part of the church, but the original exterior north 
wall has been retained. An elliptical window, one of the most 
sophisticated decorative features in the community, tops the central 
door on this elevation. 

The clock tower has walls approx imately 3' thick at the base. 
Plaster walls on the ground level give way to brick above. Much 
of the original staircase, heavily worn, is inta ct . The operating 
clock retains many of the original pieces, and is still wound by 
hand daily. The two bells, in the tower above the clock, were 
forged in Pittsburgh. 

The modern church addition is sited to the east of the Harmonist 
one, and a small, detached rectory is sited on the same lot to the 
north of the Harmonist Church. 

66. 1398 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.18 26 . 

TYPE A. Cu rrently undergoing a complete restoration of the 
exterior and a partial interior restoration. The recent removal 
of the siding on the shed addition re vealed that the timbers 
used in cons truc tion were numbered with Roman numerals in the 
typical Harmonist manner just as on the main sections of 
buildings. This suggest s that many of these shed additions may 
have been built at the sa me time, probably at a rather early 
date when there were many Harmonists living in the distric t. 
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67. 14th and Church S t r e e t s , n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. Located at the major I n t e r s e c t i o n of Economy, t h i s i s 
the e a r l i e s t dated b r i c k house i n the community. M o r t a r i n the 
a t t i c on the west gable end i s i n s c r i b e d "May 8, 1826." The 
b u i l d i n g has been p a r t i a l l y r e s t o r e d by Harmonle A s s o c i a t e s , a 
l o c a l n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n which helps to support Old Economy 
V i l l a g e . 

68. 267 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. I n t e r i o r has good i n t e g r i t y . Has a l a r g e , t w o - s t o r y 
frame a d d i t i o n on the r e a r ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , p r o b a b l y l a t e 19th 
c e n t u r y . The house i s unusual f o r i t s l a r g e and r e l a t i v e l y 
f i n i s h e d basement. Because of i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n and e a r l y 
date of c o n s t r u c t i o n , the basement of t h i s house may have been 
used f o r st o r a g e of wine or o t h e r goods u n t i l the c o m p l e t i o n 
of the community s t o r e and wine c e l l a r . 

69. 268 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. A s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t ­
scape . 

71. 271 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

TYPE D. Of u n c e r t a i n age, t h i s b u i l d i n g may have been one of 
the s i x s i n g l e - s t o r y frame houses b u i l t by the S o c i e t y by 1833; 
i t has the same n o r t h - s o u t h o r i e n t a t i o n and approximate s i z e . I t 
i s known t h a t i t served as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e f o r a t i m e , a l t h o u g h 
the s t o r e ( i n Old Economy V i l l a g e ) a l s o c o n t a i n e d a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e . 
One map l a b e l s t h i s s t r u c t u r e a " h o s p i t a l . " This o n e - s t o r y , g a b l e -
e n d - t o - s t r e e t c o n f i g u r a t i o n seems to have been common f o r Harmonist 
workshops and o t h e r s m a l l n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s . I n the 
S o c i e t y ' s r e a l - e s t a t e I n v e n t o r y of 1833, t h e r e i s a d o c t o r ' s shop 
l i s t e d I n d i v i d u a l l y a t $100.00. 
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TYPE A. Located at the major intersection of Economy, thi s is 
the earliest dated brick house in the community. Mortar in the 
attic on the west gable end is inscribed "May 8, 1826." The 
building has been partially restor ed by Harmonie Associates, a 
local non-profit organization which helps to support Old Economy 
Village. 

68. 267 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Interior has good integr ity. Has a large, two-story 
frame addition on the rear (north) elevation, probably late 19th 
century. The house is unusual for its large and relatively 
finished basement. Because of its central location and early 
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been 
used for storag e of wine or other goods until the completion 
of the community store and wine cellar. 

69. 268 14th Street. 
Non-Co ntrihu ting. c.1910. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. A significant visual element in the Harmo nist street­
scape. 

71. 271 14th Street . 
Contributing. 

TYPED. Of uncertain age, this building may hav e be en one of 
the six single-story frame houses built by the Society by 1833 ; 
it has the same north-south orientation and a pproximate size. It 
is known that it served as a doctor's office for a time, although 
the store (in Old Economy Village) also contained a doctor ' s off ice. 
One map labels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable­
end-to-street configuration seems to have been common for Harmonist 
workshops and other small non-residential buildings. I n the 
Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, ther e is a doctor's shop 
listed individually at $100.00. 
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72. 272 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

1-1/2 s t o r y modern b r i c k house. 

73. 273 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1900. 

Two-story, frame b u i l d i n g w i t h a s t o r e f r o n t - t y p e facade, sheathed 
i n aluminum s i d i n g . 

74. 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

George Rapp, the S o c i e t y ' s f o u n d e r , l i v e d i n t h i s house f o r a 
s h o r t time Immediately p r i o r t o the c o m p l e t i o n of the Great House 
(on the grounds of the present museum complex) i n 1826. I n 1826, 
t h i s house was d e s c r i b e d as being e l e g a n t l y f u r n i s h e d and having 
P h i l a d e l p h i a w a l l p a p e r . I t i s a t w o - s t o r y , 6x2 bay b u i l d i n g w i t h 
gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o 14th S t r e e t , r u n n i n g n o r t h -
s o u t h . The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k , t h e r e i s 
a wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a on door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There 
i s o n e - s t o r y a d d i t i o n on the east end, and a t w o - s t o r y r e a r porch. 
The o r i g i n a l f o u n d a t i o n m a t e r i a l has been covered by co n c r e t e b l o c k 
and b r i c k . 

75. 277 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

P r i o r t o the e r e c t i o n of the Great House, F r e d e r i c k Rapp, S o c i e t y 
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business l e a d e r of the 
S o c i e t y , l i v e d h ere. The house i s a t w o - s t o r y , 5x2 bay b u i l d i n g 
w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o 14th S t r e e t . There are 
wood eave r e t u r n s . Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash w i t h 
wood surrounds t h a t appear t o date c.1880. A s i n g l e door i s l o c a t e d 
i n a c e n t r a l bay on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There are o n e - s t o r y , 
shed-roofed e x t e n s i o n s on the east and west ends of the b u i l d i n g . 
The stone f o u n d a t i o n i s v i s i b l e on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . A t t a c h e d 
t o the r e a r of t h i s house i s a t w o - s t o r y , 3x2 bay house ( f a c i n g 
B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t ) of wood covelap s i d i n g and gable r o o f , w i t h i t s 
r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t . I t does not appear on 
the S o c i e t y map of 1858, and may have been e r e c t e d t o house o u t s i d e 
workers l a t e r i n the 19th c e n t u r y . 
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Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed 
in aluminum siding. 

74. 274 and 280 14th Street. 
Contr ibuting. c.1825. 

George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived in this house for a 
short time immediately prior to the completion of the Grea t House 
(on the ground s o f the present museum complex) in 1826. In 1826, 
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having 
P h iladelphia wallpaper. It is a two-story, 6x2 bay building with 
gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street, runni n g north­
south. The exteri or walls are covered with insulbrick, there is 
a wood soffit and fascia on door on the street elevation. There 
is one-story addition on the e a st e n d, and a two-story rear porch. 
The original foundation material has been covered by concrete block 
a nd b r ick . 

75. 277 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

Prior to the erecti o n of the Gre at House, Frederick Rapp, Socie t y 
founder George Rapp's a dopte d son and the business leader of t he 
Socie t y, l i ved here. The house is a two-story, Sx2 bay building 
with gable roof, ridgepole parall e l to 14th Street. There are 
wood eave returns. Windows are one - over - one, double-hung sash with 
wood surrounds that appea r to date c.1880. A single door is located 
in a ce ntral bay on the street elevation. There are one-story, 
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building. 
The stone fou nda t ion is visible on the street elevation. Attached 
to the rear of this house is a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing 
Boyleston Street) of wood covelap s iding and gable roof, with its 
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston Street. It does not ap pea r on 
t he Soci e t y map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside 
workers lat er i n t he 19th century. 
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76. 285 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1920. 

1-1/2 s t o r y stucco bungalow. 

77. 289 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1905. 

Two-story frame b u i l d i n g . 

78. 291 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e ­
mains a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

79. 1401 Merchant S t r e e t ( n o r t h w e s t corner Merchant & 14th S t r e e t s ) 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. A r e a r a d d i t i o n , c o n v e r s i o n t o commercial use, and 
p a r t i a l r e - s i d i n g have d i m i n i s h e d i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , 
but i t remains o b v i o u s l y Harmonist, and serves as an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l anchor f o r i t s b l o c k . 

80. C r o a t i a n Club, Merchant and 14th S t r e e t s , n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. Window a l t e r a t i o n s and a l a r g e r e a r a d d i t i o n were made 
i n the 1920s when the b u i l d i n g was con v e r t e d t o a bank. John S. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s l a s t major l e a d e r , l i v e d 
i n t h i s house as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the S i l v e r L i o n I n n on i t s east s i d e . 

82. S i l v e r L i o n I n n , 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

One-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g . 

83. 312 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has been c o n v e r t e d t o commercial use; some " h a l f -
t i m b e r i n g " has been a p p l i e d . 
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Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2 story stucco bungalow. 

77. 289 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1905. 

Two-story frame building. 

78. 291 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B ho use, yet re­
mains a significant visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

79. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant & 14th Streets) 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. A rear addition, conversion to commercial use, and 
partial re-siding have diminished its architectural integrity, 
but it remains obviously Harmo nis t, and serves as an important 
visual anchor for its block. 

80. Croatian Club, Merc hant and 14th Streets, northe ast corner. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Window alterations and a large rear addition were made 
in the 1920s when the building was converted to a bank. Johns. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony Society's last major leader, lived 
in this h ou se as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the Silver Lion Inn on its east side. 

82. Silver Lion Inn, 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One-story brick commercial building. 

83. 312 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has be en converted to commercial use; some "half­
timbering" has been applied. 
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84. 316 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

S i m i l a r t o the TYPE B house, but s l i g h t l y l a r g e r , f o r unknown 
reasons. A r e a r shed i s i n t e r e s t i n g f o r i t s s i d i n g of boards w i t h 
a beaded lower edge. A c c o r d i n g t o S t o t z , t h i s was the t y p i c a l 
Harmonist s i d i n g . This i s the o n l y p l a c e o u t s i d e the museum com­
p l e x where i t i s i n evidence. The main house, d e s p i t e i t s e x t e r i o r 
r e m o d e l l i n g , i s an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist 
s t r e e t s c a p e . 

85. 317 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

S i m i l a r t o the TYPE B house, t h i s i s s l i g h t l y l a r g e r ( l i k e 
b u i l d i n g #84 above). D e s p i t e a l t e r a t i o n s , the b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s 
i t s conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , and i s 
a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

86. 320 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g a b u t t i n g a Harmonist b u i l d i n g 
t o the ea s t . 

87. 324 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE B. There i s a o n e - s t o r y b r i c k e x t e n s i o n t o the f r o n t , but 
the Harmonist massing i s I n t a c t and the b u i l d i n g r e i n f o r c e s the 
Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e as the t h i r d Harmonist house i n i t s row 
along 14th S t r e e t above Merchant. 

88. 1412-1414 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. The Harmonist house abuts a modern s t r u c t u r e (1412 
Merchant S t r e e t ) on i t s south s i d e . I t s s i t i n g r e f l e c t s the 
Harmonists' b l o c k d e s i g n ; i t i s s i t u a t e d i n the c e n t e r of the 
o r i g i n a l b l o c k between 14th and 15th S t r e e t s and i s i m p o r t a n t as 
a v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e along Merchant S t r e e t 
from 1 4th to 15th S t r e e t s . 
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Similar to the TYPE B house, but slightly larger, for unknown 
reasons. A rear shed is interesting for its siding of boards with 
a beaded lower edge. According to Stotz, this was the typical 
Harmonist siding. This is the only place outside the museum com­
plex where it is in evidence. The main house, despite its exterior 
remodelling, is an important visual element in the Harmonist 
streetscape. 

85. 317 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

Similar to the TYPE B house, this is slightly larger (like 
building #84 above). Despite alterations, the building retains 
its conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay configuration, and is 
a significant visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

86. 320 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmoni st building 
to the east. 

87. 324 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. There is a one-story brick extension to the front, but 
the Harmonist massing is intact and the building reinforces the 
Harmonist streetscape as the third Harmonist house in its row 
along 14th Str eet above Merchant. 

88. 1412-1414 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. The Harmonist house abuts a modern structure (1412 
Merchant Street) on its south side. Its siting reflects the 
Harmonists' block design; it is situated in the center of the 
original block between 14th and 15th Streets and is important as 
a visual element in the Harmonist streetscape along Merchant Street 
from 14th to 15th Streets. 
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89. 1416 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910. 

Concrete b l o c k and frame Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

90. 1422 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1940 

Two-story, suburban-type b r i c k house. 

91 . 70 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , i t remains an I m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . A s m a l l shed, p o s s i b l y 
Harmonist, i s i n the r e a r . 

92. 75 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , but remains an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

93. 78 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

One of a sm a l l number of f i v e - b a y Harmonist frame b u i l d i n g s of 
two s t o r i e s , w i t h gable r o o f and r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t 
and two, o n e - s t o r y e x t e n s i o n s on the r e a r e l e v a t i o n . There i s a 
c e n t r a l transomed door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . I t s a l t e r a t i o n s 
are t y p i c a l of the o t h e r Harmonist frame b u i l d i n g s , but i t c o n t r i ­
butes n e v e r t h e l e s s t o the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e by i t s o v e r a l l 
form and s i t i n g , and adds to the d i s t r i c t ' s v a r i e t y of Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g t y p e s . 

94. 79 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1970? 

One s t o r y , modern frame house. 

95. 84 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e ­
t a i n s Importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 
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TYPE B. Despite typi c al alterations, it remains an important 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. A small shed, possibly 
Harmonist, is in the rear. 

92. 75 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but remains an important 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

93. 78 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

One of a small number of five-bay Harmonist frame buildings of 
two stories, with gable roof and ridgepole parallel to the street 
and two, one-story extensions on the rear elevation. There is a 
centra l transomed door on the street elevation. Its alterations 
are typical of the other Harmonist frame buildings, but it contri­
butes nevertheless to the Harmonist streetscape by its overall 
form and siting, and adds to the district's variety of Harmonist 
building typ es . 

94. 79 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1970? 

One story, moder n frame house. 

95. 84 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re­
tains importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 
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96. 85 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e ­
t a i n s Importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e 

97. 89 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1950. 

One-story, r a n c h - s t y l e house. 

98. 90 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e t a i n s 
Importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

99. 91 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e t a i n s 
Importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

100. 92 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1824 

Of l o g c o n s t r u c t i o n , but s i m i l a r t o the b r i c k and frame 
Harmonist houses, t h i s i s one of the f i r s t houses used by the 
Harmonists upon t h e i r a r r i v a l a t Economy. Acc o r d i n g t o the 
former c u r a t o r of the Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s b u i l d i n g was 
moved onto the s i t e i n 1824 by the Harmonists i n order t o house 
workers as they e r e c t e d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . Now covered w i t h s i d i n g , 
i t retaln.s it."? deeply recessed windows and g e n e r a l shape. I t i s 
one of o n l y a few of the f i r s t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t was not 
subs e q u e n t l y r e p l a c e d by a b r i c k or frame s t r u c t u r e i n the l a t e 
1820s. Because i t i s s i t e d i n l i n e w i t h the l a t e r Harmonist 
houses, i t r e i n f o r c e s the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e and adds to the 
v a r i e t y of b u i l d i n g types used by the S o c i e t y , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
an c h o r i n g i t s b l o c k by i t s s i t e a t the southwest corner of 15th 
and Church S t r e e t s . 
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TYPE B. Has typical altera t ions of a Type B house, yet re­
tains importance as a visua l elemen t of the Harmonist streetscape. 

97. 89 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

One-st ory, ranch-style house. 

98. 90 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

99. 91 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

100. 92 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church Street . 
Contributing. c.1824 

Of log construction, but similar to the brick and frame 
Harmonist h ouses , this is one of the first houses used by the 
Harmonists upon their arrival at Economy. According to the 
former curato r of the Old Economy Village, this building was 
moved onto the site in 1824 by the Harmonists in order to house 
workers as they erected other buildings. Now covered with siding, 
it retains its deeply recessed windows and general shape. It is 
one of only a few of the first Harmonist buildings that was not 
subsequently replaced by a brick or frame structure in the late 
1820s. Because it is sited in line with the later Harmonist 
houses, it re inforces the Harmonist streetscape and adds to the 
variety of buildi ng ty pes used by the Society, in addition to 
anchoring its block by its site at the southwest corner of 15th 
and Church Streets. 
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102. 1501 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE A. The s l i g h t l y b e l l - c a s t r o o f l i n e i s unique i n the 
d i s t r i c t . O v e r a l l i n t e g r i t y i s good, w i t h o r i g i n a l window 
frames and door l o c a t i o n i n t a c t . 

103. 100 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

104. 1500 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c . l 8 1 2 . 

This was one of the f i r s t b u i l d i n g s used by the Harmonists. 
Formerly l o c a t e d on another s i t e i n the area, t h i s house was 
purchased by the Harmonists and moved to i t s present s i t e 
i n 1824 as a place f o r S o c i e t y founder George Rapp to l i v e , 
u n t i l another s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g c o u l d be e r e c t e d . (Rapp sub­
s e q u e n t l y moved to 274 14th S t r e e t and then the Great House.) 
This was o r i g i n a l l y the home of Ephralm B l a i n e , f a t h e r of 
James B l a i n e , the c a n d i d a t e f o r p r e s i d e n t i n 1884, and the owner 
of l a n d s o l d to the Harmonists f o r t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t . 

A f t e r s e r v i n g as George Rapp's temporary r e s i d e n c e , the 
b u i l d i n g became the schoolhouse u n t i l 1884, when i t was r e ­
placed by the b u i l d i n g a t 1515 Church S t r e e t . 

E a r l y photographs of the b u i l d i n g b e f o r e i t was r e s i d e d 
show t h a t the o r i g i n a l s i d i n g was wood of v a r y i n g w i d t h s . 
There was a 5x4 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h s i x - o v e r - s i x double 
hung windows and two s m a l l a t t i c windows i n each gable end. 

Described as a schoolhouse i n the S o c i e t y ' s 1833 I n v e n t o r y 
of r e a l e s t a t e , the b u i l d i n g was v a l u e d at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Harmonists' double houses. 

2-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l , the b u i l d i n g now has a 5x2 bay c o n f i g ­
u r a t i o n and i s sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . 

105. 262 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, b r i c k Spanish C o l o n i a l - s t y l e house. 
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TYPE A. The slightly bell-cast roofline is unique in the 
district. Overall int egrity is good, with original window 
frames and door location intact. 

103. 100 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

104. 1500 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1812. 

This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonist s . 
Formerly located on another site in the area, this house wa s 
purchased by the Harmonists and moved to its present site 
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live, 
until another suitable building could be erected. (Rapp sub­
sequently moved to 274 14th Street and th en the Great House.) 
This was originally the home of Ephraim Blaine, father of 
James Blaine, the candidate for president in 1884, and the owner 
of land sold to the Harmonists for their settlement. 

After serving as George Rapp's temporary residence, the 
building became the schoolhouse until 1884, when it wa s re­
placed by the building at 1515 Church Str eet. 

Early photographs of the building before it was resided 
show that the original siding was wood of varying widths. 
There was a Sx4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double 
hung windows an d two small attic windows in each gable end. 

Described as a schoolhouse in the Society's 1833 inventory 
of real estate, the building was valued at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Ha rmonists' double houses. 

2-1/2 stories tall, the building now has a Sx2 b a y conf ig­
uration and is sheathed with aluminum siding. 

105. 262 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, bri c k Spanish Colonial-style house. 
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106. 264 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-1/2 s t o r y , frame bungalow. 

107. 269 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e t a i n s 
Importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

108. 270 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1824 

This i s a l a r g e , t w o - s t o r y wood/frame b u i l d i n g of 5x3 bays, 
w i t h a gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o 15th S t r e e t . Unusual 
f e a t u r e s of the house are the c e n t r a l doorway on the n o r t h 
( s t r e e t ) e l e v a t i o n , which has a three-paned transom and s i d e ­
l i g h t s , recessed w i t h i n a p a n e l l e d s u r r o u n d , and the d e c o r a t i v e 
stone w a t e r t a b l e on the f r o n t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , w i t h the stones 
i n c i s e d w i t h h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s . 

A c c ording t o the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s 
was perhaps the f i r s t b u i l d i n g e r e c t e d here by the Harmonists, 
and was begun on May 8, 1824, the day of t h e i r a r r i v a l . I t 
served as the S o c i e t y ' s meeting-house u n t i l the c o m p l e t i o n of 
the Feast H a l l i n 1828, and housed some of the Harmonists u n t i l 
the f a m i l y houses were b u i l t . I t subsequently served as a gra n a r y 
and a f i r e b a l l . A l t h o u g h one source ( t h e survey of 1977) s t a t e s 
t h a t t h i s i s a l o g s t r u c t u r e , i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t a l o g b u i l d i n g 
would have had a dressed stone w a t e r t a b l e and door such as t h i s . 
Though the i n s u l b r l c k s i d i n g has been on the house as lo n g as the 
c u r r e n t owner has owned i t , he has no reason t o t h i n k t h a t the 
s t r u c t u r e i s l o g underneath, and b e l i e v e s i t i s of simple wood l a p 
s i d i n g . 

The S o c i e t y r e a l e s t a t e i n v e n t o r y of 1833 l i s t s an " o l d 
grana r y w i t h s e l l e r ; " s i n c e , by 1833, the granary on the present 
museum p r o p e r t y was completed, i t ' s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s b u i l d i n g 
was the " o l d " g r a n a r y r e f e r r e d t o — n i n e years o l d at t h a t t i m e . 
I t was valued at $400.00. 

109. 271 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 
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107. 269 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importanc e as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

108. 270 15th Street. 
Contributing. 1824 

This is a larg e , two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays, 
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15th Street. Unusual 
features of the house are the central doorway on the north 
(street) elevation, which has a three-p aned transom and side­
lights, recessed with in a panelle d surround, and the decorative 
stone watertable on the front (north) elevation, with the stones 
incised with horizontal lines. 

According to the former c urator of Old Economy Village, this 
was perhaps the first building erected here by the Harmonists, 
and was begun on Ma y 8, 1824, the day of their arrival. It 
served as the Society's meeti ng- house until the completion of 
the Feast Hall in 1828, and housed some of the Harmon ists until 
the family houses were built. It subsequently served as a granary 
and a firehall. Although one source (the survey of 1977) states 
that this is a log structure , it se ems unlikely that a log building 
would have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as this. 
Though the insulbrick siding has been on the house as long as the 
current owner has owned it, he has no reason to think that the 
structure is log underneat h, and believes it is of simple wood lap 
siding. 

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 lis ts an "old 
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present 
museum property was completed, it's possible that this building 
was the "old" granary refe rre d to--nine years old at that time. 
It was valued at $400.00. 

109. 271 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 
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110. 275 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, s u b u r b a n - s t y l e b r i c k house. 

111. 274 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story modern b r i c k house. 

112. 273 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Desp i t e a l t e r a t i o n s t y p i c a l f o r a Type B house, the 
b u i l d i n g r e i n f o r c e s the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

113. 276 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE C. One of the few b u i l d i n g s of i t s t y p e , t h i s adds t o the 
v a r i e t y of Harmonist b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t and r e i n f o r c e s the 
town p l a n . 

114. 284 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

115. 285 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

116. 286 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830 

Acco r d i n g t o the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e and 
an e a r l y map of the community, t h i s was the Harmonists' wagon 
shop, and has been t u r n e d 180 degrees on i t s s i t e . As a unique 
b u i l d i n g type w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t and one of the very few o r i g i n a l 
Harmonist u t i l i t a r i a n b u i l d i n g s , i t adds t o the d i s t r i c t ' s v a r i e t y 
as w e l l as r e i n f o r c i n g the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

The 1-1/2 s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g i s wider than i t i s 
l o n g , w i t h i t s r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r to 15th S t r e e t . The 
r o o f l i n e extends on the east end, g i v i n g the b u i l d i n g an asym­
m e t r i c a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . A door i s l o c a t e d o f f - c e n t e r on the 
s t r e e t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n . 
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110. 275 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house. 

111. 274 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story modern brick house. 

112. 273 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical for a Type B house, the 
building reinforces the Harmonist streetscape. 

113. 276 15th Street. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE c. One of the few buildings of its type, this adds to the 
variety of Harmonist buildings in the dist r i c t and reinforces the 
town plan. 

284 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

285 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

286 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830 

According to the former curator of Old Economy Village and 
an early map of the community, this was the Harmonists' wagon 
shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on its site. As a unique 
building type within the district and one of the very few original 
Harmonist utilitarian buildings, it adds to the district's variety 
as well as reinforcing the Harmonist streetscape. 

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building is wider than it is 
long, with its ridgepole perpendicular to 15th Street. The 
roofline extends on the east end, giving the building an asym­
metrical configuration. A door is located off-center on the 
street (north) elevation. 
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117. 291 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. De s p i t e a l t e r a t i o n s t y p i c a l of a Type B house, t h i s 
remains an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

118. 1501 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h modern orange b r i c k . The 
f i r s t f l o o r was co n v e r t e d t o the Sta r G r i l l bar and r e s a u r a n t , 
now d e f u n c t . 

A b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the n o r t h s i d e of the b u i l d i n g has a 
gable r o o f . 

119. 1426 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had some a l t e r a t i o n s , but remains an i m p o r t a n t 
element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e ; s i t u a t e d a t the corner o f 
Merchant and 15th S t r e e t s , i t i s one of t h r e e Harmonist houses 
re m a i n i n g on cor n e r s of t h i s I n t e r s e c t i o n . 

120. 1500 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1828. 

TYPE A. This house i s unusual i n l a c k i n g a shed a d d i t i o n and 
r e t a i n i n g a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e amount of i t s o r i g i n a l r e a r y a r d . 
A l s o , much of i t s b l o c k on Merchant S t r e e t has a s l a t e s i d e w a l k . 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
n o r t h s i d e . The door on the east end i s i n i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n 
and p o s s i b l y i t s o r i g i n a l frame. Another door i s l o c a t e d on the 
west end and was p r o b a b l y added i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y . The stone 
f o u n d a t i o n i s v i s i b l e on the e a s t , s o u t h , and west e l e v a t i o n s . 

The I n t e r i o r of the house r e t a i n s u n u s u a l l y good i n t e g r i t y , 
w i t h most of the o r i g i n a l w a l l s and p l a s t e r I n t a c t and much of 
the wood t r i m . The surround of the door on the west end i s 
V i c t o r i a n , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t was a l a t e 19th c e n t u r y a l t e r ­
a t i o n . "1828" i s I n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the gable end of the 
a t t i c . 
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TYPE B. Despite alterations typical of a Type B house, this 
remains an important visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

118. 1501 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick. The 
first floor was converted to the Star Grill bar and resaurant, 
now defunct. 

A brick addition on the north side of the building has a 
gable roof. 

119. 1426 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had some alterations, but remains an important 
element in the Harmonist streetscape; situated at the corner of 
Merchant and 15th Streets, it is one of three Harmonist houses 
remaining on corners of this intersection. 

120. 1500 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1828. 

TYPE A. This house is unusual in lacking a shed addition and 
retaining a relatively large amount of its original rear yard. 
Also, much of its block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk. 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
north side. The door on the east end is in its original location 
and possibly its original frame. Another door is located on the 
west end and was probably added in the late 19th century. The stone 
foundation is visible on the east, south, and west elevation s. 

The interior of the house retains unusually good integrity, 
with most of the original walls and plaster intact and much of 
the wood trim. The surround of the door on the west end is 
Victorian, suggesting that it was a late 19th centur y alter­
ation. "1828" is inscribe d in mortar in the gable end of the 
attic. 
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121. 1505 Church S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. This b u i l d i n g i s out of alig n m e n t w i t h the s u r r o u n d i n g 
Harmonist houses and r e s t s on a modern f o u n d a t i o n ; i t may have been 
moved a s h o r t d i s t a n c e when L a u g h l l n S t r e e t , i m m e d i a t e l y t o the 
n o r t h , was i n s t a l l e d . I t r e t a i n s i t s Harmonist bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
o n l y on the south s i d e , and, due t o i t s s i t i n g , does not r e i n f o r c e 
the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

122. 1514 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1884. 

One of the l a r g e s t e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , t h i s two-
s t o r y , 7x3 bay frame b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d as a school f o r the 
c h i l d r e n who worked and l i v e d a t Economy. Now covered w i t h 
aluminum s i d i n g . The carved stone steps on the f r o n t are 
i n t a c t , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Harmonists a t t r a c t i v e stonework. 

123. 274 L a u g h l l n S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

S m a l l , non-Harmonist, o n e - s t o r y frame b u i l d i n g r e p o r t e d l y moved 
from another s i t e . 

124. 1515 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house d i f f e r s from the TYPE A house o n l y i n having 
a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . There i s no v i s i b l e evidence of t h e r e 
ever having been a t h i r d bay on the lo n g ( n o r t h and south) s i d e s . 
Other houses w i t h t h i s c o n f i g u r a t i o n are the Lenz House i n Old 
Economy V i l l a g e and 1216 Church S t r e e t . B r i c k i s p a i n t e d ; window 
frames and a door frame appear t o be o r i g i n a l . 

125. 68 and 70 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

A t w o - s t o r y , 6x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e ­
p o l e p a r a l l e l to 16th S t r e e t . A c c o r d i n g t o the former c u r a t o r 
of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s was the ta n n e r ' s shop f o r the 
S o c i e t y . E a r l y maps and photographs show a granary i n t h i s 
a r e a , w i t h the tann e r y across the s t r e e t , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t the 
b u i l d i n g may have been moved to t h i s s i t e at a l a t e r t i m e . I t 
i s s i m i l a r i n s i z e and p l a n t o 260-264 16th S t r e e t . Because i t 
i s a r a r e r e m a i n i n g shop b u i l d i n g of the S o c i e t y , has rea s o n a b l y 
good a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y and adds t o the a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i v e r ­
s i t y of the d i s t r i c t , and i s a p p r o p r i a t e l y s i t e d , i t c o n t r i b u t e s 
t o the d i s t r i c t . 
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TYPE B. This building is out of alignment with the surrounding 
Harmonist houses and rests on a modern foundation; it may have been 
moved a short distance when Laughl i n S tr e e t, immediately to the 
north, was installed. It retains its Harmonist bay configuration 
only on the south side, and, due to its siting, does not reinforce 
the Harmonist streetscape. 

122. 1514 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1884. 

One of the largest ext a nt Harmonist buildings, this two­
story, 7x3 b ay fra me bu i lding was erected as a school for the 
children who worked and lived at Economy. Now covered with 
aluminum siding. The carved stone steps on the front are 
intact, representative of the Harmonists attractive stonework. 

123. 274 Laughlin Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Small, non-Harmonist, one-story frame building reportedly moved 
from another site. 

124. 1515 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house differs from the TYPE A house only in having 
a 2x2 bay configuration. There is no visible evidence of there 
ever having been a third bay on the long (north and south) sides. 
Other houses with this configuration are the Lenz House in Old 
Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick is painted; window 
frames and a door frame appear to be original. 

125. 68 and 70 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building wit h g a ble roof, ridge­
pole parallel to 16th Street. According to the former curator 
of Old Economy Village, this was the tanner's shop for the 
Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary in this 
area, with the tannery across the street, suggesting that th e 
building may have been moved to this site at a later time. It 
is similar in s i ze a nd plan to 260-264 16th Street. Becau se it 
is a rare remaining shop building of the Society, has reasonably 
good a rch i tectural integrity and adds to the architectural diver­
sity of the district, and is appropriately sited, it contributes 
to the dist rict . 
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126. 72 16th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1905. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

127. 74 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h b r i c k , and the 2 x 2 bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n may have been an a l t e r a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s an 
I m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element of t h i s b l o c k , which r e t a i n s s i x Harmonist 
houses. 

128. 78 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , y e t remains an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

129. 84 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , y e t remains an I m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

130. 90 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , y e t remains an I m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

131. 1599 Church S t r e e t (southwest c o r n e r , 1 6th & Church S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. A l t h o u g h i t s f i r s t f l o o r has seen c o n v e r s i o n t o a 
s t o r e f r o n t and commercial space, the b u i l d i n g i s an I m p o r t a n t anchor 
f o r the row of s i m i l a r Harmonist houses ( a l l Type Bs) t h a t l i n e t h i s 
b l o c k of 16th S t r e e t . 

132. 260 and 264 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e 
p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t . Two wood sheds are l o c a t e d i n the r e a r ; 
one of these faces Church S t r e e t . Both have gable r o o f s and 
narrow l a p s i d i n g . A c c o r d i n g t o the former c u r a t o r of Old 

II 

NPS Form 10-80().1 
C3-l2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark 

126. 72 16th Stre et . 
Non-Contributing. c.1905. 

Item number 7 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

127. 74 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

0 MB No. 1 0 24- 0 018 
Expires 1 0 -11-87 

Page 34 

TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and t he 2 x 2 bay con­
figu r ation may have been an alteration. Nevertheless, it is an 
important visual element of this block, which retains six Harmonist 
houses. 

128. 78 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

129. 84 16th Stre e t. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

130. 90 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

131. 1599 Church Street (s ou thwest corner, 16th & Church Streets). 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Although its first floor has seen conversion to a 
storefront and commercial space, the building is an important anchor 
for the row of similar Harmonist houses (all Type Bs) that line this 
block of 16th Street. 

132. 260 and 264 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole 
parallel to the street. Two wood sheds are located in the rear; 
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable roofs and 
narrow lap siding. According to the former cur a tor of Old 
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Economy, t h i s was the cooper's shop f o r the S o c i e t y . I t i s 
s i m i l a r i n s i z e and design t o the ta n n e r ' s shop at 68-70 16th 
S t r e e t . This may have been the house of the cooper and h i s 
h e l p e r s as w e l l as h i s work area. The 1833 r e a l e s t a t e i n v e n ­
t o r y of the S o c i e t y l i s t s a cooper's shop, but values i t a t 
on l y $100.00, much l e s s than the t y p i c a l $600.00 value of a 
l a r g e frame house such as t h i s one. Perhaps the s m a l l r e a r 
sheds were the a c t u a l coopers work area. The S o c i e t y ' s coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain i n the wine 
c e l l a r beneath the T a i l o r Shop. 

133. 288 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , but i s r e c o g n i z a b l y Harmonist 
and serves t o anchor the n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r of the d i s t r i c t . 

134. 16th and Merchant S t r e e t s , n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. At t a c h e d t o a modern commercial b u i l d i n g on i t s west 
s i d e and adapted f o r commercial use on i t s f i r s t f l o o r . Neverthe­
l e s s , he house i s one of the few t h a t r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l gable-end 
r o o f l i n e c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h i t s narrow t r i m board. 

135. 296 16th S t r e e t (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1829. 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d , has o t h e r t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s . 
The owner r e p o r t s t h a t "1829" i s i n s c r i b e d i n the house's a t t i c . 
The house i s r e l a t i v e l y unusual i n r e t a i n i n g much of i t s o r i g i n a l 
y a r d . 
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Economy, this was the cooper's shop for the Society. It is 
similar in size and design to the tanner's shop at 68-70 16th 
Street. This may have been the house of the cooper and his 
helpers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven­
tory of the Society lists a cooper's shop, but values it at 
only $100.00, much less than the typical $600.00 value of a 
l a rge frame house such as this one. Perhaps the small rear 
sheds were the actual coopers work area. The Society's coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain in the wine 
cellar beneath the Tailor Shop. 

133. 288 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but is recognizably Harmonist 
and serves to anchor the northeast corner of the district. 

134. 16th and Merchant Streets, northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Attached to a modern commercial building on its west 
side and adapted for commercial use on its first floor. Neverthe­
l ess, he house is one of the few that retains its original gable-end 
roofline configuration, with its narrow trim board. 

135. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant Streets). 
Contributing. c.1829. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted, has other typical alterations. 
The owner reports that "1829" is inscribed in the house's attic. 
The house is relatively unusual in retaining much of its original 
yard. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

. 1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Checit and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_x^. architecture 
j c_ art 

commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic da tes 1324-1905 Bui lder /Archi tect The Harmony S o c i e t y 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Economy National H i s t o r i c Landmark, encompassing the remaining 
b u i l d i n g s of the Harmony Society's most successful settlement at 
Economy, Pennsylvania, i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the most complete s i t e of t h i s 
Important communitarian sect which had a s i g n i f i c a n t Impact on the 
commercial, i n d u s t r i a l , and f i n a n c i a l worlds of 19th century America and 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l Impact on s o c i a l reformers of the era. At Economy, the 
Harmony Society achieved n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n f o r i t s wool, c o t t o n , and 
s i l k i n d u s t r i e s and was known n a t i o n a l l y i n i t s commercial and f i n a n c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g i t s pioneering r o l e i n the o i l i n d u s t r y and i t s 
r o l e i n the con s t r u c t i o n of several r a i l r o a d s , among them the P i t t s b u r g h 
and Lake E r i e . I t s three prosperous settlements at Harmony, PA, New 
Harmony, IN, and f i n a l l y at Economy served as models f o r other 19th 
century Utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zo a r l t e s , Prominent s o c i a l reformers and i n t e l l e c t u a l s influenced by 
the Society's successful communal l i f e s t y l e include Robert Owen, Hegel, 
Byron, and Goethe. The Society's e x t r a o r d i n a r y p r o d u c t i v i t y t e s t i f i e s 
both to the dedication of i t s members—who pra c t i s e d p a c i f i s m , communal 
sharing of property and wealth, and celibacy w i t h a p i e t i s t i c b e l i e f i n 
Christ's Second Comlng--and to the magnetlsmc of leaders George and 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' intercessors w i t h the 
outside world. One of the l o n g e s t - l i v e d of the many 19th century 
communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the 
deaths of Frederick and George Rapp i n 1834 and 1847, the I n d u s t r i a l 
r e v o l u t i o n , and a diminishing population. I n 1905, one hundred years 
a f t e r i t s I n c o r p o r a t i o n , the Society was o f f i c i a l l y dissolved. The 
remaining Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , comprising the National H i s t o r i c 
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

German p i e t i s t s from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America i n 1804-1805 to secure r e l i g i o u s freedom. Like 
other p i e t i s t groups, they believed i n a more d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
God than provided f o r i n Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the 
ro l e of the church, i t s ceremonies, and i t s dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical f a i t h was based h e a v i l y on the Book of Revelations and 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as s p i r i t u a l leader/prophet. I t 
held that C h r i s t ' s r e t u r n to earth would restore mankind to i t s o r i g i n a l 
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable c o n f l i c t w i t h i n the 
Society over c e r t a i n tenets--the sharing of wealth and p r a c t i c e of 
cel i b a c y , i n p a r t i c u l a r — a n d George Rapp and his adopted son, Frederick, 
have been c r i t i c i z e d as being d i c t a t o r i a l , u n - C h r i s t i a n , and even c r u e l 
i n t h e i r treatment of Society members and management of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy and management aside, 
the Harmonists were able to combine a r e l i g i o u s l i f e s t y l e w i t h an 
ext r a o r d i n a r y degree of economic success. 

a. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
J_ 1800-1899 
-- 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
____ archeology-prehistoric -~ - community planning ··--· landscape architecture __ religion 
___ archeology-historic __ conservation _ __ law __ science 
_ _ agriculture ___ economics ____ literature __ sculpture 
-X... architecture ____ education __ military _x_ social/ 
_ _x_ art . _ __ engineering ___ music humanitarian 

____ commerce ____ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications ... JL industry __ politics/government _ _ transportation 

__ _ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates l i3 24-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society 
\~ ~ l , :· ' .· ! ; 1: ~ ~ f • : , 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Economy ,Nattonal Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining 
buildings of ' the Harmony ' Society'"s most successful settlement at ' 
Economy, Pennsylvania, is significant as the most complete site of this 

,- \ ' I 
important · communitarian sect which had a significant impact on the 
commercial, industrial, and financial '. worlds of 19th century America and 
an international impact on social reformers of the era. At Economy, the 
Harmony Society achieved national recognition for its wool, cotton, and 
silk industries and was known nationally in its commercial and financial 
activities, including its pioneering role in the oil industry and its 
role in the construction of several railroads, among them the Pittsburgh 
and Lake Erie. Its three prosperous settlements at Harmony, PA, New 
Harmony, IN, and finally at Economy served as models for other 19th 
centur1 1 utopian groups such as · the Shakers~ · the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites. Prominent social ·- reformers and intellectuals influenced by 
the Society's successful communal lifestyle 1 include Robert Owen, Hegel, 
Byron, and Goethe. The Society's extraordinary productivity testifies 
both to the dedication of its members--who practised pacifism, communal 
sharing of , ,property and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief in 
Christ's Second Coming--and trj the magnetismr of , leaders G~orge : and 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' intercessors with the 
outside world. One of the longest-lived of the many 19th century 
communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the 
deaths of Frederick -and George Rapp .. in - -1834 : and 1847 -; the -- ,incilustrial 
revolution, and a diminishing population. In 1905, one hundred years 
after its incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. r The 
remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic 
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other pietist groups, they believed in a more direct relationship with 
God than provided for In' Luther·an orthoa·oxy, and sought to minimize the 
role of the church, its ceremonies, and its dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelations and 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as spiritual leader/prophet. It 
held that· ehrist's return to earth ~ould restore mankind . io its original 
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict within the 
Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and practice of 
celibacy, in particular--and George Rapp and his adopted son, Frederick, 
have beeh ~Tit~~ized as : bein8 - dictatorial, un-Christian, and even cruel 
in their treatment of Society members and management of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy and management aside, 
the Harmonists were able to combine a religious lifestyle with an 
extraordinary degree of economic success. 
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Economy's p r o d u c t i v i t y was based m a i n l y on I n d u s t r y , r a t h e r than on 
a g r i c u l t u r e , i n c o n t r a s t t o the Harmonists' e a r l i e r s e t t l e m e n t s a t 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harmony (1815-1824). This i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
the acreage of Economy, the s m a l l e s t of the t h r e e s e t t l e m e n t s , w i t h 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000 acre s . 

Fueled by a s k i l l e d , y et u n p a i d , l a b o r f o r c e t h a t c o n s i d e r e d 
p r o d u c t i v i t y a duty t o God, Economy's i n d u s t r i e s s u p p l i e d the Harmonists 
and non-Harmonists a l i k e i n the 1820s t h r o u g h 1840s. Sold under the 
name of F r e d e r i c k Rapp, the S o c i e t y ' s business manager and l e a d e r i n 
tempora l a f f a i r s . Harmonist goods were w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d on the East 
Coast and thr o u g h o u t the Ohio and M i s s i s s i p p i V a l l e y s by business agents 
f o r the S o c i e t y i n most of the major c i t i e s . S e v e r a l of the Harmonists 
themselves t r a v e l l e d from c i t y t o c i t y h a n d l i n g arrangements w i t h 
agents, most n o t a b l y F r e d e r i c k Rapp (1786-1834) who has been c a l l e d "one 
of the most i n f l u e n t i a l and p o w e r f u l m a n u f a c t u r e r s and p r i v a t e bankers 
of the U n i t e d S t a t e s . " 1 . O r i g i n a l l y t r a i n e d as an a r c h i t e c t and stone 
mason, Rapp was c u l t u r e d , w e l l - t r a v e l l e d , and ac q u a i n t e d w i t h and adept 
a t d e a l i n g w i t h prominent American businessmen and p o l i t i c i a n s . I n 
1828, when Economy's i n d u s t r i e s were t h r i v i n g , F r e d e r i c k Rapp was asked 
t o address the U n i t e d S t a t e s House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ' Committee on 
Manufacture on the methods and business of the wool i n d u s t r y . Led by 
Rapp, the S o c i e t y was I n f l u e n t i a l i n championing the p r o t e c t i o n of 
domestic i n d u s t r i e s d u r i n g the 1820s when t h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e debate 
over how t o deal w i t h s t r o n g f o r e i g n c o m p e t i t i o n . 

Wool and c o t t o n manufacture dominated Economy's i n d u s t r i e s i n the 
1820s and 1830s, d u r i n g which time the S o c i e t y had "a v i r t u a l monopoly 
of c o t t o n and woolen yarn and c l o t h on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists 
b u i l t and purchased machinery which was s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t ; combined w i t h 
h i g h q u a l i t y raw m a t e r i a l s , such as the Merino sheep wool which the 
Harmonists helped I n t r o d u c e t o t h i s c o u n t r y , and a d i l i g e n t l a b o r f o r c e 
w i t h r e l a t i v e l y good w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , the end product was of s u p e r i o r 
q u a l i t y . The steam-powered m i l l ( t h e S o c i e t y was among the f i r s t t o 
I n t r o d u c e steam t o a c t u a l l y power t h e i r I n d u s t r i e s ) was c a p i t a l i z e d a t 
$30,000 and brought i n c r e a s i n g p r o f i t s i n the 1827-1831 p e r i o d . $84,571 
w o r t h of wool p r o d u c t s were produced i n 1831. The c o t t o n m i l l , 
c a p i t a l i z e d a t $25,000, produced a p p r o x i m a t e l y $22,000 w o r t h of goods 
a n n u a l l y w i t h p r o f i t s of tw e l v e t o f i f t e e n p e r c e n t . Products from b o t h 
i n d u s t r i e s I n c l u d e d wool and c o t t o n y a r n , b r o a d c l o t h , s h e e t i n g , 
b l a n k e t s , s a t i n e t , wool f l a n n e l s , f e l t ( f o r h a t s ) , hats themselves, 
c a s s l n e t s , l i n s e y s , chambray, and hemp f o r rope. 

S i l k manufacture began i n the l a t e 1820s a t Economy and f l o u r i s h e d 
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Economy's productivity was based mainly on industry, rather than on 
agriculture, in contrast to the Harmonists' earlier settlements at 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Har mony (1815-1824). This is reflected in 
the acreage of Economy, the smallest of the three settlements, with 
approximately 3,000 acres. 

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid, labor force that considered 
productivity a duty to God, Economy's industries supplied the Harmonists 
and non-Harmonists alike in the 1820s through 1840s. Sold under the 
name of Frederick Rapp, the Society's business manager and leader in 
temporal affairs, Harmonist goods were widely distributed on the East 
Coast and throughout the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys by business agents 
for the Society in most of the major cities. Several of the Harmonists 
themselves travelled from city to city handling arrangements with 
agents, most notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who has been called "one 
of the most influential and powerful manufacturers and private bankers 
of the United States."1. Originally trained as an architect and stone 
mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, and acquainted with and adept 
at dealing with prominent American businessmen and politicians. In 
1828, when Economy's industries were thriving, Frederick Rapp was asked 
to address the United States House of Representatives' Committee on 
Manufacture on the methods and business of the wool industry. Led by 
Rapp, the Society was influential in championing the protection of 
domestic industries during the 1820s when there was considerable debate 
over how to deal with strong foreign competition. 

Wool and cotton manufacture dominated Economy's industries in the 
1820s and 1830s, during which time the Society had "a virtual monopoly 
of cotton and woolen yarn and cloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists 
built and purchased machinery which was state-of-the-art; combi ned with 
high quality raw materials, such as the Merino sheep wool which the 
Harmonists helped introduce to this country, and a diligent labor force 
with relatively good working conditions, the end product was of superior 
quality. The steam-powered mill (the Society was among the first to 
introduce steam to actually power their industries) was capital iz ed at 
$30,000 and brought increasing profits in the 1827-1831 period. $84,571 
worth of wool products were produced in 1831. The cotton mill, 
capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 worth of goods 
annually with profits of twelve to fifteen percent. Products from both 
industrie s included wool and cotton yarn, broadcloth, sheeting, 
blankets, satinet, wool flannels, felt (for hats), hats themselves, 
cassinets, linseys, chambray, and hemp for rope. 

Silk manufacture began in the late 1820s at Economy and flourished 
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t h r o u g h the 1840s, d e s p i t e f i n a n c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y and a n a t i o n a l 
d e p r e s s i o n i n 1837 which r e s u l t e d i n poor business c o n d i t i o n s f o r some 
time t h e r e a f t e r . George Rapp and h i s granddaughter, G e r t r u d e , brought 
e x p e r t s i n the c u l t i v a t i o n of silkworms t o Economy t o l e a r n the I n d u s t r y 
f i r s t - h a n d ; by 1843 t h e r e were e x t e n s i v e m u l b e r r y p l a n t a t i o n s a t 
Economy. I n an account of the Harmonists i n "The S i l k C u l t u r i s t " o f 
October, 1836, Economy s i l k was c a l l e d " ' the best we have seen of 
American manufacture'".3 

Other popular goods produced by the S o c i e t y I n c l u d e d wine, beer, 
whiskey, f l o u r , and shoes. To promote the S o c i e t y ' s i n d u s t r i e s 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp t r a v e l l e d w i d e l y , meeting w i t h merchants i n B a l t i m o r e , 
New York, P h i l a d e l p h i a , and Boston. The l a r g e volume of business 
correspondence i n the Harmony S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s t e s t i f i e s t o h i s 
w i d e - r a n g i n g business c o n t a c t s . Enhancing the Harmonists' r e p u t a t i o n as 
man u f a c t u r e r s was the f a c t t h a t they had b u i l t t h r e e separate 
communities i n two s t a t e s and, t h e r e f o r e , c o n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o 
s e v e r a l l o c a l economies over the course of t h e i r e x i s t e n c e . 

The S o c i e t y amassed c o n s i d e r a b l e assets from i t s I n d u s t r i a l 
v e n t u r e s ( e s t i m a t e s as e a r l y as the 1830s ranged from h a l f a m i l l i o n t o 
more than two m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ) , but i t s f i n a n c i a l ascendance p a r a l l e l e d 
i t s I n d u s t r i a l d e c l i n e . F r e d e r i c k Rapp's death i n 1834 was a blow t o 
the S o c i e t y ' s commercial a c t i v i t i e s . Other combined problems such as 
the r a p i d l y aging p o p u l a t i o n , a wool i n d u s t r y which had never f u l l y 
r e covered from a major f i r e i n 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t c o u l d not be overcome. I n the 
second h a l f of the c e n t u r y , t h e r e f o r e , the S o c i e t y t u r n e d t o in v e s t m e n t s 
t o p r o v i d e the necessary Income both f o r the o p e r a t i o n of the community 
and f o r the S o c i e t y ' s a n t i c i p a t e d r e t u r n t o Jerusalem upon C h r i s t ' s 
r e t u r n . As Arndt p o i n t s o u t , the change was merely "from communal work 
to communal Investments."4 

Finance was not new t o the S o c i e t y ; i t had p r e v i o u s l y loaned money 
t o the S t a t e of I n d i a n a and the c i t i e s of P i t t s b u r g h and A l l e g h e n y . 
The S o c i e t y was c o n s i d e r e d t o be not merely s t a b l e f i n a n c i a l l y , but r i c h 
and m u n i f i c e n t . I n f a c t , a l a w s u i t a g a i n s t the S o c i e t y t h a t went t o the 
U.S. Supreme Court (one of many l a w s u i t s brought a g a i n s t the S o c i e t y , 
most of which the S o c i e t y won) r e v e a l e d t h a t i n 1846 the value of 
S o c i e t y p r o p e r t y was $901,000. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s was a s e c r e t fund 
amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church f u n d , " 
c o n s i s t i n g of over $400,000 i n g o l d and s i l v e r withdrawn from Harmonist 
bank accounts i n P i t t s b u r g h , P h i l a d e l p h i a , and L o u i s v i l l e . S k e p t i c a l o f 
the U.S. government's f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y f o l l o w i n g Andrew Jackson's 
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through the 1840s, des pite financial instability and a national 
depression in 1837 which resulted in poor business conditions for some 
time thereafter. George Rapp a nd his granddaughter, Gertrude, brought 
experts in the cultivation of silkworms to Economy to learn the industry 
first-hand; by 1843 there were extensive mulberry plantations at 
Economy. In an account of the Harmonists in "The Silk Culturist" of 
October, 1836, Economy silk was called "'the best we have seen of 
American manufacture'".3 

Other popular goods produced by the Society included wine, beer, 
whiskey, flour, and shoes. To promot e the Society's industries 
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants in Baltimore, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The large volume of business 
correspondence in the Harmony Society Archives testifies to his 
wide-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonists' reputation as 
manufacturers was the fact that they had built three separate 
communities in two states and, therefore, contributed significantly to 
several local economies over the course of their existence. 

The Society amassed considerable assets from its industrial 
ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to 
more than two million dollars), but its financial ascendance paralleled 
its industrial decline. Frederick Rapp's death in 1834 was a blow to 
the Society's commercial activities. Other combined problems such as 
the rapidly aging population, a wool industry which had never fully 
recovered from a ma jo r fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the 
second half of the century, therefore, the Society turned to investments 
to provide the necessary income both for the operation of the community 
and for the Society's anticipated return to Jerusalem upon Christ's 
return. As Arndt points out, the change was merely "from communal work 
to communal investments."4 

Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned money 
to the Stat e of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. 
The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, but rich 
and munificent. In fact, a lawsuit against the Society that went to the 
U.S. Supreme Court (one of many lawsuits brought against the Society, 
most of which the Society won) revealed that in 1846 the value of 
Society property was $901,000. In addition to this was a secret fund 
amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church fund," 
consisting of over $400,000 in gold and silver withdrawn from Harmonist 
bank accounts in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Louisville. Skeptical of 
the U.S. government's financial stability following Andrew Jackson's 
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v e t o of the U.S. Bank C h a r t e r i n 1833, Rapp decided t o s e c r e t a fund of 
cash i n v a u l t s i n h i s basement, f o r use by the S o c i e t y when i t r e t u r n e d 
to Jerusalem. When f i s c a l mismanagement l e d the S o c i e t y toward 
b a n k r u p t c y i n the 1890s, t h i s fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to 
pay the S o c i e t y ' s mounting d e b t s . 

The S o c i e t y ' s investment i n the o i l i n d u s t r y d u r i n g the 1861-1892 
p e r i o d was of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e and, f o r a t i m e , g r e a t l y 
p r o f i t a b l e . The S o c i e t y d r i l l e d w e l l s on some of the 6,000 acres i t 
owned i n n o r t h w e s t e r n Pennsylvania and r e f i n e d o i l t h a t was c o n s i d e r e d 
the best on the market. The o i l p i p e l i n e they c o n s t r u c t e d was one of 
the e a r l i e s t . The S o c i e t y had s u f f i c i e n t f i n a n c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c l o u t 
t o b l o c k a t h r e a t e n i n g o i l - p i p e l i n e b i l l u n t i l i t i n c l u d e d a clause 
p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r r i g h t s and e n a b l i n g them t o b u i l d a p r i v a t e p i p e l i n e 
across the All e g h e n y R i v e r . 

The P i t t s b u r g h and Lake E r i e R a i l r o a d , f i n a n c e d by the S o c i e t y and 
managed by S o c i e t y T r u s t e e Jacob H e n r i c i from 1881-1884, l i n k e d the 
P i t t s b u r g h area t o the main r a i l r o a d l i n e s from Chicago t o New York, and 
hence was of Immense importance t o the subsequent i n d u s t r i a l development 
of the r e g i o n and i n d i r e c t l y the i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g n a t i o n . I n 1884, 
H e n r i c i s o l d the r a i l r o a d t o the V a n d e r b i l t f a m i l y f o r $1,150,000. 

Charles S t o t z , r e s t o r a t i o n a r c h i t e c t of Old Economy V i l l a g e and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n of western P e n n s y l v a n i a , has w r i t t e n t h a t the 
Harmonists " e s t a b l i s h e d i n western Pennsylvania the o n l y t r u l y 
homogenous community of which any t a n g i b l e evidence remains."5 The 
b u i l d i n g s of Economy, preserved on t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s , are an 
I m p o r t a n t c o l l e c t i o n of a p e c u l i a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e e x h i b i t i n g e a r l y 
19th c e n t u r y c o n s t r u c t i o n methods and c r a f t s m a n s h i p . Indeed, the s i t e 
surpasses s i m i l a r h i s t o r i c communities i n the number and range of 
o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s t h a t are i n t a c t . Very few of the b u i l d i n g s o u t s i d e 
the Old Economy V i l l a g e complex have had any k i n d of r e s t o r a t i o n and 
hence possess g r e a t p o t e n t i a l f o r f u t u r e a r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Though F r e d e r i c k Rapp, t o whom the design of a l l the S o c i e t y ' s 
major b u i l d i n g s i s c r e d i t e d , was determined t o b u i l d " i n the American 
manner," the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are a r e c o g n i z a b l e blend of American 
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The e n t i r e group i s a 
r a r e example of a planned community, p r o v i d i n g i n s i g h t i n t o the way the 
Harmonists l i v e d . T h e i r p r e d o m i n a n t l y p r a c t i c a l p l a n — a g r i d c o n t a i n i n g 
b o t h p u b l i c and p r i v a t e areas, w i t h f a c t o r i e s and f i e l d s on the 
o u t s k i r t s and houses and e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s a t the c e n t e r — r e f l e c t e d 
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veto of the U.S. Bank Charter in 1833, Rapp decided to secret a fund of 
cash in vaults in his basement, for use by the Society when it returned 
to Jerusalem. When fiscal mismanagement led the Society toward 
bankruptcy in the 189Os, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succe sors to 
pay the Society's mounting debts. 

The Society's investment in the oil industry during the 1861-1892 
period was of particular significance and, for a time, greatly 
profitable. The Society drilled wells on some of the 6,000 acres it 
owned in northwestern Pennsylvania and refined oil that was consid ered 
the best on the market. The oil pipeline they constructed was one of 
the earliest. The Society had sufficient financial and political clout 
to block a threatening oil-pipeline bill until it included a clause 
protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline 
across the Allegheny River. 

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and 
managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrie! from 1881-1884, linked the 
Pittsburgh area to the main railroad lines from Chicago to New York , an d 
hence was of immense importance to the subsequent industrial developmen t 
of the region and indirectly the industrializing nation. In 1884, 
Henrie! sold the railr oad to the Vanderbilt family for $1,150,000. 

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Old Economy Village and 
architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the 
Harmonists "established in western Pennsylvania the only truly 
homogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The 
buildings of Economy, preserved on their original sites, are an 
important collection of a peculiar ar c hitectural style exhibiting early 
19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the site 
surpasses similar historic communities in the number and range o f 
original buildings that are intact. Very few of the buildings outsid e 
the Old Economy Village complex have had any kind of restoration and 
henc e possess great potential for future architectural and 
archaeological investigation. 

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the design of all the Society's 
major buildings is credited, was d etermine d to build "in the American 
manner," the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blend of American 
and German elements and, a s such, are unique. The entire group is a 
rare example of a planned community, providing insight into the way the 
Harmonists lived. Their predominantly practical plan--a grid containing 
both public and private areas, with factories and fields on the 
outskirts and houses and essential services at the center-- reflected 
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the S o c i e t y ' s commitment t o a simple but e f f i c i e n t l i f e s t y l e . The 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e i r b u i l d i n g s shows concern f o r both p r a c t i c a l i t y and 
appearance. The Feast H a l l , Great House, and church share s e v e r a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s t h a t bear evidence to a f i n e sense of p r o p o r t i o n 
and d e t a i l . 

The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of the town was as w e l l - d e t a i l e d as the 
b u i l d i n g s . The water system, fed from water on the e a s t e r n h i l l s i d e , 
ran t h r o u g h pipes of ho l l o w e d out logs c a r e f u l l y f i t t e d t o g e t h e r , and 
served every p a r t of the town v i a s e v e r a l pumps. Community bake ovens 
were d i s t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h o u t the town, and a steam l a u n d r y served the 
e n t i r e community. 

Most of Economy's unique and i m p r e s s i v e landscape f e a t u r e s have, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , been l o s t . The landscape t h a t e x i s t s today i s o n l y a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of what once e x i s t e d - - a deer park w i t h V i r g i n i a deer, 
l a b y r i n t h s , a second p a v i l i o n , and p l a n t s and f l o w e r s t r a i n e d t o grow i n 
e l a b o r a t e p a t t e r n s . Grape v i n e s , now present o n l y on the b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the museum complex, once were t r a i n e d t o grow on a l l of the 
houses, where they were watered by r u n - o f f from the r o o f s . The heavy 
development of the o u t s k i r t s of Economy i n the e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 
d e s t r o y e d some f e a t u r e s ; the present garden at Old Economy V i l l a g e , 
w h i l e r e t a i n i n g the I m p o r t a n t P a v i l i o n and G r o t t o s t r u c t u r e s , has seen 
e x t e n s i v e r e s t o r a t i o n . The o r i g i n a l town l a y - o u t remains d i s c e r n a b l e , 
however, and i s a major c o n t r i b u t i n g f e a t u r e of the d i s t r i c t today. 

Three a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s have been undertaken a t Economy i n the 
l a s t twenty y e a r s , two of them on the grounds of the Old Economy V i l l a g e 
complex. R e l a t i v e l y narrow i n scope, these s t u d i e s d i d not produce new 
i n f o r m a t i o n of g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e about the S o c i e t y ' s a c t l v i t e s , though 
a r t i f a c t s were uncovered. These c o n s i s t e d p r i m a r i l y of pieces of 
earthenware and g l a s s . The t h i r d study concerned a community bakery 
s i t e on 13th S t r e e t , where remains were uncovered of a f o u n d a t i o n , a 
chimney, and g a t e , along w i t h p o t t e r y shards, n a i l s , and two I n d i a n 
a r t i f a c t s . Because the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l would seem to be 
g r e a t e s t i n the Harmonist domestic and work areas o u t s i d e the 
museum—the area t h a t has seen the l e a s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n t o d a t e — t h e 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l of the d i s t r i c t remains c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

Throughout i t s e x i s t e n c e , the Harmony S o c i e t y was the o b j e c t of 
r e g u l a r and c l o s e s c r u t i n y from t r a v e l l e r s , w r i t e r s , economists, 
l a w y e r s , merchants, would-be f o l l o w e r s and I m i t a t o r s . As the S o c i e t y ' s 
most prosperous and f i n a l home. Economy r e c e i v e d the g r e a t e s t a t t e n t i o n 
and p u b l i c i t y . The a t t e n t i o n was a f u n c t i o n both of the u n u s u a l . 
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the Society's commitment to a simple but efficient lifestyle. The 
construction of their buildings shows concern for both practicality and 
appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several 
architectural features that bear evidence to a fine sense of proportion 
and detail. 

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as the 
buildings. The water system, f ed from water on the eastern hillside, 
ran through pipes of hollowed out logs carefully fitted together, and 
served every part of the town via several pumps. Community bake ovens 
were distributed throughout the town, and a steam laundry served the 
entire c ommun ity. 

Most of Economy's unique and impressive landscape features have, 
unfortunately, been lost. The landscape that exists today is only a 
representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer, 
labyrinths, a second pavilion, and plants and flowers trained to grow in 
elaborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on the buildings 
with in the museum complex, once were trained to grow on all of the 
houses, where they were wat ered by run-off from the roofs. The heavy 
development of the outskirts of Economy in the early 20th century 
destroyed so me features; the present garde n at Old Economy Village, 
while retaining the important Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen 
extensive restoration. The original town lay-out remains discernable, 
however, and is a major contributing feature of the district today. 

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Economy in the 
last twenty years, two of them on the grounds of the Old Economy Village 
complex. Relatively nar ro w in scope, these studies did not produce new 
information of great significance about the Society's activites, though 
artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily of pieces of 
earthenware and glass. The third study concerned a community bakery 
site on 13th Street, where remains were uncovered of a foundation, a 
chimney, and gate, along with pottery shards, nails, and two Indian 
artifacts. Because the archaeological potential would seem to be 
greate st i n the Harmonist domestic and work areas outside the 
museum--the area that has seen the least investigation to date--the 
archaeological potential of the district remains considerable. 

Throughout its existence, the Harmony Society was the object of 
regular and close scrutiny from travellers, writers, economists, 
lawyers, merchants, would-be followers and imitators . As the Society's 
most prosperous and final home, Economy received the greatest attention 
and publicity. The attention was a function both of the unusual, 
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s i m u l t a n e o u s l y communal and c a p i t a l i s t i c l i f e s t y l e of the S o c i e t y , and 
of the r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l ferment i n Europe, England, and America i n 
the e a r l y 19th c e n t u r y . Numerous p i e t i s t i c r e l i g i o u s groups formed i n 
t h a t e r a , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Germany where a r e v o l u t i o n o c c u r r e d i n 1848. 
George Rapp was c e l e b r a t e d a t h i s death i n 1847 i n the P i t t s b u r g h D a i l y 
Morning Post as "the g r e a t e s t Communist of the Age" i n the same year 
t h a t Marx and Hegel, the l a t t e r a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
p a r t of Germany, began w r i t i n g The Communist M a n i f e s t o . German Utopian 
communist W i l l i a m W e l t h r i g , who f l e d the German r e v o l u t i o n hoping to 
e s t a b l i s h "Communla" i n Iowa, wrote a t l e n g t h about Economy i n 1851. 
The French w r i t e r L o uis Cortambert spent e l e v e n months at Economy i n 
1839-40, pr o d u c i n g a French account of the S o c i e t y . Goethe, Rudyard 
K i p l i n g , and Byron a l l wrote of the S o c i e t y , the l a t t e r d e v o t i n g f o u r 
stanzas of Canto XV of "Don Juan" t o George Rapp and h i s s o c i e t y of 
c e l i b a t e s . 

T r a v e l l e r s , o f t e n well-known or d i s t i n g u i s h e d f i g u r e s , wrote 
accounts of v i s i t s t o the S o c i e t y ' s s e t t l e m e n t s , many of which were 
p u b l i s h e d i n newspapers and j o u r n a l s here and abroad. One of the 
e a r l i e s t , John M e l i s h ' s 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared i n 
" T r a v e l s Through the U n i t e d S t a t e s of America" was reviewed at l e n g t h i n 
B r i t i s h magazines, and l e d t o Robert Owen's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the 
S o c i e t y . Owen subseq u e n t l y purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when 
the S o c i e t y l e f t t h e r e t o e s t a b l i s h Economy. 

I n i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h o t h e r communal s e c t s , the Harmony S o c i e t y 
was i n s p i r a t i o n a l , o f f e r i n g p r a c t i c a l a d v i c e and sometimes f i n a n c i a l 
a s s i s t a n c e t o the many o t h e r sects w i t h whom i t communicated. F r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s were m a i n t a i n e d w i t h the Shakers, the Amana S o c i e t y , and the 
Z o a r l t e s , w i t h the Harmonists g i v i n g a s s i s t a n c e i n m a t t e r s of i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o d u c t i o n . Loans were extended to the H u t t e r l a n s i n the Dakotas and 
the Ora Labora i n M i c h i g a n . One i l l - f a t e d a l l i a n c e was w i t h the 
s o - c a l l e d Count Leon, who i n 1831 convinced one t h i r d of the Harmonists 
t o w i t hdraw from the S o c i e t y and e s t a b l i s h a separate community under 
h i s r u l e , an event a f t e r w a r d s r e f e r r e d to as the Schism. 

I n sum, the Harmony S o c i e t y p r o v i d e d a p o w e r f u l example of communal 
l i f e t h a t was w i d e l y known and seminal i n i t s impact i n an era of 
p o l i t i c a l and economic e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n . As P h i l a d e l p h i a economist 
Matthew Carey observed i n The New O l i v e Branch of 1820, even b e f o r e the 
Harmonists had e s t a b l i s h e d Economy, "'The h i s t o r y of the w o r l d may be 
examined i n v a i n f o r any I n s t a n c e of such r a p i d s t r i d e s made by any body 
of men, w h o l l y unaided by b o u n t i e s , premiums, l o a n s , or ammunitles from 
government. The Harmonists were t r u e p r a c t i c a l economlsts.'"6 Such was 
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simultaneously communal and capitalistic lifestyle of th e Soc iety, and 
of the rel igi ou s and s ocial ferment in Europe, England, and America in 
the early 19th century. Numerous pietistic religious groups formed in 
that era, particularly in Germany where a revolu t ion occurred in 1848. 
George Rapp was celebrated at his death in 1847 in the Pittsburgh Daily 
Morning Post as "the greatest Commu n i st of the Age" in the same year 
that Marx and Hegel, the latter a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
part of Germany, began wr i t ing The Communist Manifesto • German utopian 
communist William Weithrig, who-rfed the German revo lu tion h o p ing to 
establ i sh " Commu n i a" in Iowa, wrote at length about Eco n omy in 1851. 
The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Economy in 
1839-40, producing a Fren ch account of the Society. Goethe, Rudyard 
Kipling, a nd Byron all wrote of the Society, the latter devoting four 
stanzas of Canto XV of "Don Juan" to George Rapp and his society of 
celibates . 

Travellers, often well-known or distinguished figures, wr o te 
accounts of visits to the Society's settlements, many of which were 
published in newspapers a nd journa l s here a nd a broad. One of the 
earliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared in 
"Travels Through the United States of America" was revi e wed a t length in 
British magazines, and led to Robert Owen's relationship with the 
Society. Owen subsequently purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when 
the Society l eft t h e re to establish Economy. 

In its relationship with other communal sects, the Harmony Socie ty 
was inspirational, offering practical advice and sometimes financial 
assista n ce to the ma ny o t h er sec t s with whom it communicated. Friendly 
relations were maintained with the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites, with the Harmo n i sts giv ing assistance in matters of industrial 
production. Loans were extended to the Hutterians in the Dakotas and 
the Ora Labora in Michigan. One ill-fated alliance was wit h the 
so-called Count Leon, who in 1831 convinced one third of the Har monists 
t o withd r aw from the Society and establish a separate community under 
his r ule, an event afterwards referred t o a s t h e Sch ism. 

In sum, the Harmony Society provided a powerful example of communal 
life that was widely known and seminal in its impact in an era o f 
polit i c a l and economic experimentation. As Philadelphia economist 
Ma t the w Carey observed in The New Olive Branch of 1820, e v en before the 
Harmonists had establishedEconomy, "'The history of the world may be 
examined in vain for any instance of such rapid strides made by any body 
of me n, wholly unaided by bounti es , pr em i u ms , l oans, or ammunities from 
government. The Harmonis ts we re t rue practical economists.' "6 Such was 
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the f a s c i n a t i o n the S o c i e t y h e l d f o r o t h e r s . 

On a r e g i o n a l and l o c a l s c a l e , the S o c i e t y a l s o had w i d e - r a n g i n g 
Impact. The Economy H o t e l (no lo n g e r e x t a n t ) served a l a r g e number of 
t r a v e l l e r s , who stopped a t t h i s well-known spot along the 
P i t t s b u r g h - B e a v e r Road. Many of the t r a v e l l e r s ' accounts were w r i t t e n 
by v i s i t o r s t o the h o t e l . 

I n vestments which had r e g i o n a l impact i n c l u d e t i m b e r i n g i n Warren 
County, where a l a r g e s a w m i l l was i n o p e r a t i o n , and c o a l m i n i n g i n 
Beaver County, where the S o c i e t y owned n e a r l y 1,000 acres and mined from 
the 1850s u n t i l 1880, s h i p p i n g most of the c o a l west. The town of 
Beaver F a l l s , a l s o i n Beaver County, was l a i d out and promoted by 
b u i l d i n g a bank and s e v e r a l f a c t o r i e s , a l l f i n a n c e d by the S o c i e t y . 
Geneva College i s l o c a t e d a t Beaver F a l l s due t o the e f f o r t s of the 
S o c i e t y . The S o c i e t y operated the Harmony B r i c k w o r k s and the Economy 
P l a n i n g M i l l Company i n Beaver F a l l s , both a c t i v e c.1890. I t i n v e s t e d 
i n f o u r o t h e r l o c a l r a i l r o a d s besides the P i t t s b u r g h & Lake E r i e . 

The S o c i e t y was p a r t i c u l a r l y I m p o r t a n t t o the economy of 
P i t t s b u r g h , where i t purchased machinery and goods i t c o u l d not make 
i t s e l f (such as two steamboats i t had b u i l t i n the 1820s), conducted 
much of i t s b a n k i n g , f i g u r e d i n l o c a l p o l i t i c s , and I n v e s t e d i n v a r i o u s 
e n t e r p r i s e s , one of which was the P i t t s b u r g h P o i n t B r i d g e Company of 
which Jacob H e n r i c i was a d i r e c t o r . 

Debts accumulated i n the S o c i e t y ' s f i n a l decades, due t o the demise 
of i n d u s t r y , mounting expenses, and some bad I n v e s t m e n t s . John S. Duss, 
the l a s t a c t i v e T r u s t e e , p r e s i d e d over a h a n d f u l of remaining members, 
p a r l a y i n g the S o c i e t y ' s name and r e p u t a t i o n i n t o a l u c r a t i v e c areer f o r 
h i m s e l f as le a d e r of the "Economy Band" i n the 1890s, u s i n g a g i a n t and 
dwarf from P.T. Barnum's c i r c u s as a d v e r t i s l g gimmicks. I n 1903, he 
conducted at Madison Square Garden and a l s o l e d the M e t r o p o l i t a n Opera 
House Or c h e s t r a on a t o u r of the West. A l l of t h i s p e r p e t u a t e d the 
p u b l i c i t y the Harmony S o c i e t y had always r e c e i v e d , but i n a w e i r d and 
Incongruous c o n t e x t . Duss r e s i g n e d as Tr u s t e e i n 1903 i n f a v o r of h i s 
w i f e . Two years l a t e r , Mrs. Duss f o r m a l l y d i s s o l v e d the S o c i e t y which 
then had o n l y t h r e e l i v i n g members. A subsequent l e n g t h y and 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l l e g a l b a t t l e r e s u l t e d i n the S t a t e of Pennsylvania 
" i n h e r i t i n g " the acreage and b u i l d i n g s of the present museum. Old 
Economy V i l l a g e w h i l e the r e s t of the town was s o l d p r i v a t e l y . 

Since the d i s s o l u t i o n of the Harmony S o c i e t y , Economy has become 
p a r t of the l a r g e r , 20th c e n t u r y i n d u s t r i a l town t h a t s u p p l a n t e d i t . 
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On a regional and local scale, the Society also had wide-ranging 
impact. The Economy Hotel (no long e r extant) served a large number of 
travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot along the 
Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Many of the travellers' accounts were written 
by visitors to the hotel. 

Investments which had regional impact include timbering in Warren 
County, where a large sawmill was in operation, and coal mining in 
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres and mined from 
the 1850s until 1880, shipping most of the coa l west. The town of 
Beaver Falls, also in Beaver County, was laid out and promoted by 
building a bank and several factories, all financed by the Society. 
Geneva College is located at Beaver Falls due to the efforts of the 
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Economy 
Planing Mill Company in Beaver Falls, both active c.1890. It invested 
in four other local railroads besides the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 

The Society was particularly important to the economy of 
Pittsburgh, where it purchased machinery and goods it could not mak e 
itself (such as two steamboats it had built in the 1820s), conducted 
much of its banking, figured in local politics, and invested in various 
enterprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Bridge Company of 
which Jacob Henrie! was a direct or . 

Debts accumulated in the Society' s fina l decades, due to the demise 
of industry, mounting expenses, and some bad investments. Johns. Duss, 
the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining members, 
parlaying the Society's name and reputation into a lucrative career for 
himself as leader of the "Economy Band" in the 1890s, using a giant and 
dwarf from P.T. Barnum's circus as advertisig gimmicks. In 1903, he 
conducted at Madison Square Garden and also led the Metropolitan Opera 
House Orchestra on a tour of the West. All of this perpetuated the 
publicity the Harmony Society had always received, but in a weird and 
incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee in 1903 in favor of hi s 
wife. Two years later, Mrs. Duss formally dissolved the Society which 
then had only three living members. A subsequent lengthy and 
controversial legal battle resulted in the State of Pennsylvania 
"inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present museum, Old 
Economy Village while the rest of the town was sold privately. 

Since the dissoluti on of the Harmony Society, Economy has become 
part of the larger, 20th c entury industrial town that supplanted it, 
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Ambridge. The r e s t o r e d museum complex p r o v i d e s an I n t e l l e c t u a l c o n t e x t 
f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s b e l i e f s and h i s t o r y . The 
Harmonist houses and o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s o u t s i d e the museum, 
encompassed by the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark, p r o v i d e a more complete 
p h y s i c a l document of the S o c i e t y and i t s way of l i f e . 

1. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p . x v i i i . 

2. "The N a t i o n a l Importance of Old Economy and the Value of i t s 
R e s t o r a t i o n , " u n p u b l i s h e d r e p o r t s u b m i t t e d by Dr. C e c i l K. Byrd, 
Chairman, I n d i a n a U n i v e r s i t y ; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ; and Dr. Clyde C. Walton, I l l o n o i s S t a t e 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , August 15, 1957. 

3. A r n d t , George Rapp's Harmony S o c i e t y , 1785-1847, pp.579-80. 

4. I b i d , p.603. 

5. S t o t z , E a r l y A r c h i t e c t u r e of Western P e n n s y l v a n i a , p. 194. 

6. A r n d t , George Rapp's Harmony S o c i e t y , 1785-1847, p.229. 
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Ambridge. The r e stored museum complex provides an intellectual context 
for understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The 
Harmonist houses and other Society buildings outside the museum, 
encompassed by the National His t o ric Lan dmark, provide a more complete 
physical documen t of the Society and its way of life. 

1. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.xvi ii . 

2. "The National Importance of Old Economy and the Value of its 
Restora tion ," u npublished report submitted by Dr . Ce c i l K. Byrd, 
Chairman, Indiana University; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
His t ori cal Society; and Dr. Clyde c. Wa l t on, Illonois State 
Historical Soci e ty, Au g ust 15, 1957. 

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, pp.579-8O. 

4. Ibid, p.6O3. 

5. Stotz, Early Architec t ure of Western Pennsylvania, P• 194. 

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, p. 22 9. 
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A r n d t , K a r l J.R., Economy on the Ohio, 1826-1834. (Worcester: The 
Harmony S o c i e t y Press, 1984.) 

A r n d t , K a r l J.R., George Rapp's Harmony S o c i e t y , 1785-1847. (Cranbury, 
N.J.; F a l r l e l g h D i c k i n s o n U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1965.) 

A r n d t , K a r l J.R., George Rapp's Successors and M a t e r i a l H e i r s , 1847-
1916 (Cranbury, N.J.; A s s o c i a t e d U n i v e r s i t y Presses, I n c . , 1971.) 

B l a i r , Don, Harmonist C o n s t r u c t i o n . ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ; I n d i a n a H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y , 1964.) 

B o l e , John A., The Harmony S o c i e t y : A Chapter i n German American C u l t u r e 
H i s t o r y ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : R e p r i n t e d from German American Annals, I I 
( 1 9 0 4 ) , 1905.) 

Fernandez, K a t h l e e n M., "Communal Communications: Zoar's L e t t e r s t o 
Harmony and Amana," paper. Ms. Fernandez i s c u r a t o r of Zoar V i l l a g e 
S t a t e Memorial. 

Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission. "Readings c o n c e r n i n g the 
Harmony S o c i e t y i n Pennsylvania drawn from the accounts of t r a v e l l e r s 
and a r t i c l e s i n the Harmonle H e r a l d , " D a n i e l B. R e i b e l , c o m p i l e r 
(Ambridge; Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission, 1978.) 

Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission, "S e l e c t e d R e p r i n t s from 
The Harmonle H e r a l d , " D a n i e l B. R e i b e l , c o m p i l e r . (Ambridge: Penn­
s y l v a n i a H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission, 1980.) 

Quaker V a l l e y Regional P l a n n i n g Commission and the Borough of Ambridge, 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . "Comprehensive Pla n : Ambridge H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 
1977," u n p u b l i s h e d r e p o r t prepared by Green I n t e r n a t i o n a l , I n c . 

R e i b e l , D a n i e l B., A Guide t o Old Economy. ( H a r r i s b u r g ; The Penn­
s y l v a n i a H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission, 1972.) 

R e i b e l , D a n i e l B., " U n l i k e l y C a p i t a l i s t s : Harmonists as T e x t i l e Manu­
f a c t u r e r s , " P e n n s y l v a n i a H e r i t a g e magazine. V o l . 10, No. 2, S p r i n g 
1984, pp.18-25. 

R e i b e l , D a n i e l B., Walking Tour of Old Economy. (Ambridge; Old 
Economy, 1978.) 

Smith, E l i z a , "Economy, Pe n n s y l v a n i a : P l a n n i n g and P r a c t i c a l i t y , " un­
p u b l i s h e d paper, C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y , 1977 (paper on f i l e a t U.S. C i t y 
C o r p o r a t i o n . ) 
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(Worcester: The 

Arndt , Karl J.R., George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847. (Cranbury, 
N.J.: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1965.) 

Arndt, Karl J.R., George Rapp's Successors and Material Heirs, 1847-
1916 (Cranbury, N.J.: Associated University Presses, Inc., 1971.) 

Blair, Don, 
Society, 

Harmonist Construction. 
1964.) 

(Indianapolis: Indiana Historical 

Bole, John A., The Harmony Society: A Chapter in German American Culture 
History (Philadelphia: Reprinted from German American Annals, II 
(1904), 1905.) 

Fernandez, Kathleen M., "Communal Communications: Zoar's Letters to 
Harmony and Amana," paper. Ms. Fernandez is curator of Zoar Village 
State Memorial. 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commiss ion. "Readings concerning the 
Harmony Society in Pennsylvania dr awn from the acc ounts of travellers 
and articl es in the Harmonie Herald," Daniel B. Reibel, compiler 
(Ambridge: Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 1978.) 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, "Selected Reprints from 
The Harmonie Herald," Daniel B. Reibel, compiler. (Ambridge: Penn­
sylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 1980.) 

Quaker Valley Regional Planning Commission and the Borough of Ambridge, 
Pennsylvania. "Comprehensi ve Plan: Ambridge Hi~toric District, 
1977," unpublished report prepar ed by Green International, Inc. 

Reibel, Daniel B., A Guide to Old Economy. (Harrisb urg : The Penn­
sylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 1972.) 

Reibel, Daniel B., "Unlikely Capitalists: Harmonist s as Textile Manu­
facturers," Pennsylvania Heritage magazine, Vol. 10, No. 2, Spring 
1984, pp.18-25. 

Reibel, Daniel B., Walking Tour of Old Economy. (Ambridge: Old 
Economy, 1978.) 

Smith, Eliza, "Economy, Pe nns ylvania: Planning and Practicality," un­
published paper, Cornell University, 1977 (paper on file at U.S. City 
Corporation.) 
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S t o t z , Charles M., E a r l y A r c h i t e c t u r e of Western P e n n s y l v a n i a . (New 
York, 1936), pp. 

S t o t z , Charles M., "Threshold of the Golden Kingdom; The V i l l a g e of 
Economy and i t s R e s t o r a t i o n , " W l n t e r t h u r P o r t f o l i o 8. ( C h a r l o t t e s ­
v i l l e : U n i v e r s i t y Press of V i r g i n i a , 1973), pp.133-169. 

O r i g i n a l maps, i n c o l l e c t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , Ambridge; 

Map of the Land of the Harmony S o c i e t y , 1858. 

Map of Economy, PA, by K a r l Mensch and J.S. Duss, 1889. 

Map of Economy, Harmony Township. "The P r o p e r t y of the Harmony 
S o c i e t y , " undated. Gives German s t r e e t names. 

Map of the "Great New C i t y of Economy," c.1905. 

Map of Old Economy Museum, by Charles M. & Edward S t o t z , J r . , 1943. 

Harmonist a r c h i t e c t u r a l drawings on f i l e at Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and 
Museum Commission A r c h i v e s ; 

F l o o r p l a n and s i d e e l e v a t i o n drawing of a f i r e p l a c e and s t a i r c a s e f o r 
a house undated, OE.80.2.9 

Great House, 06.72.17.15. 
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Stotz, Qharles M., Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania. (New 
York, 1936), pp. 

Stotz, Charles M., "Threshold of the Golden Kingdom: The Village of 
Ec6nomy and its Restoration," Winterthur Portfolio 8. (Charlottes­
ville: University Press of Virginia, 1973), pp.133-169. 

Original maps, in collection of Old Economy Village, Ambridge: 

Map of the Land of the Harmony Society, 1858. 

Map of Economy, PA, by Karl Mensch and J.S. Duss, 1889. 

Map of Economy, Harmony Township. "The Property of the Harmony 
Society," undated. Gives German street names. 

Map of the "Great New City of Economy," c.1905. 

Map of Old Economy Museum, by Charles M. & Edward Stotz, Jr., 1943. 

Harmonist architectural drawings on file at Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission Archives: 

Floor plan and side elevation drawing of a fireplace and staircase for 
a house undated, OE.80.2.9 

Great House, 06.72.17.15. 
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Beginning on the west sid e of the d i s t r i c t at the n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r of 
Route 65 and 13th S t r e e t , proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 13th S t r e e t 
t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 98 13th S t r e e t . C rossing the s t r e e t due s o u t h , f o l l o w 
the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 98 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e across Church S t r e e t to a p o i n t oa the east s i d e of the 
s t r e e t . Proceed soutili to the southeast corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 
Proceed due west across Church S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the south si d e of 12th 
S t r e e t t o i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Route 65. F o l l o w the west and south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 70 12th S t r e e t , and c o n t i n u e east along the south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 12th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g t o a 
p o i n t on the west s i d e of Merchant S t r e e t . Proceed n o r t h along Merchant 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the south p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1198 Merchant 
S t r e e t . C rossing Merchant S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , f o l l o w the s o u t h , 
e a s t , and n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 1198 Merchant S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g west 
across Merchant S t r e e t to the nort h w e s t corner of Merchant and 12th 
S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h a long the west s i d e of Merchant S t r e e t t o Wagner 
S t r e e t . Here the boundary crosses Wagner S t r e e t t o i n c l u d e the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g a t 1221 Merchant S t r e e t , and r e t u r n s t o the south s i d e of Wagner 
S t r e e t . Proceed west along Wagner S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t . C r o s s i n g the s t r e e t due n o r t h , 
f o l l o w the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t t o the south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e of 272 13th S t r e e t . Proceed east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 
a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east across Merchant 
S t r e e t , f o l l o w i n g the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 
13th S t r e e t t o the southeast corner of the p r o p e r t y of 336 13th S t r e e t . 
F o l l o w the east si d e of t h i s p r o p e r t y n o r t h to 13th S t r e e t . Proceed west 
on the south si d e of 13th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Merchant S t r e e t and then Church 
S t r e e t , t o the southwest corner of 13th and Church S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h 
i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h t o a p o i n t 
o p p o s i t e the n o r t h s i d e of Creese S t r e e t . Here the boundary t u r n s due 
east t o I n c l u d e the p r o p e r t y of S t . John's L u t h e r a n Church, w i t h a j o g to 
the south t o I n c l u d e the Harmonist b u i l d i n g at 273 13th S t r e e t . The 
boundary f o l l o w s the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of the church t o the south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e of 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . F o l l o w i n g t h e i r south and east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u e n o r t h i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across I 4 t h S t r e e t t o a 
p o i n t . Proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 14th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g 
Merchant S t r e e t , t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 312 14th S t r e e t . Proceed due south 
across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 312 
14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of those 
b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t to the southeast corner of 324 14th S t r e e t . 
F o l l o w the east and n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g west 
on 14th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 317 14th S t r e e t . Proceed due n o r t h 
across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the east and n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 317 
14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g west along the south s i d e of B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t , 
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Beginning on the west side of the district at the northeast corner of 
Route 65 and 13th Street, proceed east along the north side of 13th Street 
to a point opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing the street due south, follow 
the west and south property lines of 98 13th Street, continuing east in a 
straight line across Church Street to a point on the east side of the 
street. Proceed south to the southeast corner of 12th and Church Streets. 
Proceed due west across Church Street, and follow the south side of 12th 
Street to its intersection with Route 65. Follow the west and south 
property lines of 70 12th Street , and continue east along the south 
property lines of all the properti es fa cing 12th Street, continuing to a 
point on the west side of Merchant Street. Proceed north along Merchant 
St reet to a point opposite the south property line of 1198 Merchant 
Street. Crossing Merchant Street in a straight line, follow the south, 
east, and north property lines of 1198 Merchant Street, continuing west 
across Merchant Street to the northwest corner of Merchant and 12th 
Streets. Proceed north alo ng the west side of Merchant Str eet to Wagner 
Street. Here the boundary crosses Wagner Street to include the Harmonist 
building at 1221 Merchant Street, and returns to the south side of Wagner 
Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street to a point opposite the east 
property line of 1216 Church Street. Crossing the street due north, 
follow the east propert y line of 1216 Church Street to the south property 
line of 272 13th Street. Proc ee d east along the south property lines of 
all the properties facing 13th Street, continuing east acr oss Merchant 
Street, followi ng the south property lines of all of the properties facing 
13th Street to the southeast corner of the property of 336 13th Street. 
Follow the east side of this property north to 13th Street. Proceed west 
on the south side of 13th Stre et , crossing Merchant Street and then Church 
Street, to the southwest corner of 13th and Church Streets. Proceed north 
in a straight line across 13th Street, continuing north to a point 
opposite the nor t h side of Creese Street. Here the boundary turns due 
east to include the property of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jog to 
the south to include the Harmonist building at 273 13th Street. The 
boundary follows the e ast property line of the church to the south 
property line of 274 and 280 14th Street. Following their south and east 
property lines, continue north in a straight line acros s 14th Street to a 
point. Proceed east along the north side of 14th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street, to a point opposite 312 14th Street. Proceed du e south 
across 14th Street and follow the west and south property lines of 312 
14th Street, continuing east along the south property lines of those 
buildings facing 14th Street to th e southeast corner of 324 14th Street. 
Follow the east and north property l ines of this parcel, continuing west 
on 14th Street to a point opposite 317 14th Street. Proceed due north 
across 14th Street and follow the east and north property lines of 317 
14th Street, continuing west along the south side of Boylest on Stree t, 
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crossing Merchant and Church St r e e t s , to the west side of Church S t r e e t . 
Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point opposite the 
south property l i n e of 100 15th Str e e t . Proceed east across Church Street 
i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , continuing east along the south property l i n e s of a l l 
the p r o p e r t i e s facing 15th Street to the southeast corner of 286 15th 
Str e e t . Proceed north along i t s east property l i n e , continuing north 
across 15th Street i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e to a point on the north side of the 
s t r e e t . Proceed east along the north side of 15th S t r e e t , crossing 
Merchant S t r e e t , to the northeast corner of 15th and Merchant St r e e t s . 
Proceed south across 15th Street i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , continuing south 
along the east side of Merchant Street to the southwest corner of the 
property of 1412 Merchant S t r e e t . Follow the south and then the east 
property l i n e s , continuing north along the east property l i n e s of a l l of 
the p r o p e r t i e s facing Merchant S t r e e t , continuing across 15th Street i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e to the northeast corner of 1500 Merchant S t r e e t . Proceed 
due west, crossing Merchant S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the south side of Laughlln 
Street to a point opposite the west property l i n e of 289 Laughlln S t r e e t . 
Proceed west i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e to the southwest corner of the property of 
288 16th St r e e t . Proceed east i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e along the south property 
l i n e s of 288 and 296 15th Street to the west side of Merchant Street and 
proceed north to the corner of Merchant and 16th Streets. Here the 
boundary jogs north to Include parcel #12-05-516 (no address), returns to 
the south side of 16th S t r e e t , and proceeds west along 16th Street across 
Church Street to the northwest corner of the property of 68 and 70 16th 
Str e e t . Follow the west and south property l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , 
continuing east along the south property l i n e s of a l l of the properties 
facing 16th St r e e t , crossing Church Street i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e to the east 
side of the s t r e e t . Here the boundary fo l l o w s the east side of Church 
Street to the southeast corner of Church and Laughlln S t r e e t s , w i t h a jog 
to the west to Include 1515 Church Street on the west side of the s t r e e t . 
From the corner, proceed west across Church Street i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , 
continuing west along the south side of Laughlln Street to the northwest 
corner of 75 15th Str e e t . Follow the west property l i n e south, continuing 
across 15th Street to a point on the south side of the s t r e e t . Proceed 
west along 15th Street to the northwest corner of 70 15th Str e e t . Follow 
the west property l i n e to the north edge of the Old Economy V i l l a g e 
property ( p a r c e l #12-01-301). Follow the property l i n e west and then 
south to the point of o r i g i n . 
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cros sing Merchant and Church Streets, to the west side of Church Street. 
Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point opposite the 
south property line of 100 15th Street. Proceed e a st across Church Street 
in a straight line, continuing east along the south property lines of all 
the properties facing 15th Street to the southeast corner of 286 15th 
Street. Proceed north along its east property line, continuing north 
across 15th Street in a straight line to a point on the north side of the 
street. Proceed east along the nor th side of 15th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street, to the northeast corner of 15th and Merchant Streets. 
Proceed south across 15th Street in a straight line, continuing south 
along the east side of Merchant Street to the southwest corner of the 
property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow the south and then the east 
property lines, continuing north along the east property lines of all of 
the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street in a 
straight line to the northeast corner of 1500 Merchant Street. Pro ceed 
due west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow the south side of Laughli n 
Street to a point opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlin Street. 
Proceed west in a straight line to the southwest corner of the property of 
288 16th Street. Proceed east in a straight line along the south property 
lines of 288 and 296 16th Street to the west side of Merchant Street and 
proceed north to the corner of Merchant and 16th Streets. Here the 
boundary jogs north to include parcel #12-05-516 (no address), returns to 
the south side of 16th Street, and proceeds west along 16th Street across 
Church Street to the northwest corner of the property of 68 and 70 16th 
Street. Follow the west and south prop e rty lines of this parcel, 
continuing east along the south property lines of all of the properties 
facing 16th Street, crossing Church Street in a straight line to the east 
side of the street. Here the boundary follows the e as t side of Church 
Street to the southeast corne r of Church and Laughlin Streets, with a jog 
to the west to include 1515 Church Street on the west side of the street. 
From the corner, proceed west across Church Street in a straight li ne, 
continuing west along the south side of Laughlin Street to the northwest 
corner of 75 15th Street. Follow the west property line south, continuing 
across 15th Street to a poi nt on the south side of the street. Proceed 
west along 15th Street to the northwest corner of 70 15th Street. Follow 
the west proper t y line to the north edge of the Old Economy Village 
property (parcel #12-01-301). Follow the property line west and then 
south to the point of origin. 
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundaries of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t were s e l e c t e d t o I n c l u d e a l l 
of the c o n f i r m e d e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t are on t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
s i t e s and t o exclude as many non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s as p o s s i b l e . 
( S e v e r a l Harmonist b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t were moved from o t h e r 
s i t e s . ) The Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are d e f i n e d as those b u i l t by or f o r the 
Harmonists d u r i n g the p e r i o d of the S o c i e t y ' s e x i s t e n c e a t Economy, 
1824-1905. Most of these b u i l d i n g s were c o n s t r u c t e d i n the 1829-1840 
p e r i o d , but some date t o the l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th c e n t u r y when the 
S o c i e t y was aging r a p i d l y and r e q u i r e d d i f f e r e n t types of b u i l d i n g s . 
Because the Harmoninsts b u i l t t h e i r community as an I n t e g r a t e d whole, each 
c o n f i r m e d Harmonist b u i l d i n g r e t a i n i n g a b a s i c l e v e l of i n t e g r i t y i s 
co n s i d e r e d c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the d i s t r i c t . 

The i r r e g u l a r i t y of the d i s t r i c t boundary i s due to the n a t u r e of 
post-Harmonist development. A f t e r 1905, much of the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s 
p r o p e r t y was s o l d t o developers who were l a y i n g out the new a d j a c e n t s t e e l 
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, B o y l e s t o n , and L a u g h l l n S t r e e t s were 
i n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist numbered s t r e e t s , and the new l o t s 
were q u i c k l y f i l l e d w i t h houses. Most of the Harmonist yar d l o t s were 
a l s o s o l d o f f , f o r houses, a t t h i s t i m e . The r e s u l t i s a j u x t a p o s i t i o n of 
two types of a r c h i t e c t u r e : the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g s of the 
Harmonists, and the modest, e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y workers' houses of 
Ambridge. The d i s t r i c t boundary consequently extends, f i n g e r - l i k e , t o 
i n c l u d e the rem a i n i n g Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e s ( a l o n g w i t h the 
n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g houses b u i l t between Harmonist ones) but exclude the 
post-1905 s t r e e t s c a p e s . 

A l a r g e vacant l o t between L a u g h l l n and 16th S t r e e t s n o r t h of Church 
S t r e e t has been i n c l u d e d , because e x c l u d i n g i t would mean l e a v i n g a group 
of t h r e e Harmonist houses at the n o r t h e a s t corner of t h i s l o t I s o l a t e d 
from the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t as a d i s c o n t i g u o u s group. Another vacant 
l o t a t the nort h w e s t corner of I 2 t h and Merchant S t r e e t s has been 
i n c l u d e d , i n order t h a t the c o n t r i b u t i n g Harmonist house w i t h e x c e l l e n t 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y across Merchant S t r e e t (#1198) would be a 
co n t i g u o u s p a r t of the d i s t r i c t . 

The s i t e s of t h r e e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s which have been undertaken 
i n the d i s t r i c t are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the boundaries discussed here, two of 
them on the grounds of the museum i n the v i c i n i t y of the Feast H a l l and 
the G r o t t o , and a t h i r d on 13th S t r e e t . 

Landscape f e a t u r e s such as gardens, o r c h a r d s , l a b y r i n t h s , a deer 
park, e t c . t h a t were once p a r t of the community are no l o n g e r e x t a n t , w i t h 
the e x c e p t i o n of the l a r g e l y r e c r e a t e d garden of Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Other landscape f e a t u r e s were l o c a t e d o u t s i d e the proposed d i s t r i c t on 
la n d t h a t has now been densely developed f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 

lo 

NPS Form 10-900-1 
(3-12) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

Item number 10 

0MB No . 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

Page 4 

The boundaries of the historic district were selected to include all 
of the confirmed extant Harmonist buildings that a re on their original 
sites and to exclude as ma ny non-Harmonist buildings as possible. 
(Several Harmonist buildings within the district were moved from other 
sites.) The Harmonist buildings are defined as those built by or for the 
Harmonists during the period of the Society's existence at Economy, 
1824-1905. Most of these buildings were constructed in the 1829-1840 
period, but some date to the latter part of the 19th century when the 
Society was aging rapidly and required different types of buildings. 
Because the Harmoninsts built their community as an integrated whole, each 
confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic level of integrity is 
considered contributing to the significance of the district. 

The irregularity of the district boundary is due to the nature of 
post-Harmonist development. After 1905, much of the Harmony Society's 
property was sold to developers who were laying out the new ad jacent steel 
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlin Streets were 
inserted between the exist ing Harmonist numbered streets, and the new lots 
were quickly filled with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard lots were 
also sold off, for houses, at this time. The result is a juxtaposition of 
two types of architecture: the nineteenth century buildings of the 
Harmonists, and the modes t, early twentieth century workers' houses of 
Ambridge. The district boundary consequently extends, finger-like, to 
include the remaining Harmonist streetscapes (along with the 
non-contributing houses built between Harmonist ones) but exclude the 
post-1905 streetscapes. 

A large vacant lot between Laughlin and 16th Streets north of Church 
Street has been included, because excluding it would mean leaving a group 
of three Harmonist houses at the northeast corner of this lot isolated 
from the rest of the district as a discontiguous group. Another vacant 
lot at the northwest corner of. 12 th and Merchant Streets has been 
included, in orde r that the contributing Harmonist house with excellent 
architectural integrity across Merchant Street (#1198) would b e a 
contiguous part of the district. 

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been undertaken 
in the district are located within the boundaries discussed here, two of 
them on the grounds of the museum in the vicinity of the Feast Hall and 
the Grotto, and a third on 13th Street. 

Landscape features such as gardens, orchards, labyrinths, a deer 
park, etc. that were once part of the community are no longer extant, with 
the exception of the largely recreated garden of Old Economy Village. 
Other landscape features were located outside the proposed district on 
land that has now been densely developed for residential and commercial 
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use, or w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t on land which has since been developed. The 
only s i g n i f i c a n t landscape features remaining, then, are encompassed i n 
the boundaries discussed here. 
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use, or within the district on land which has since been developed. The 
only significant landscape features remaining, the n , are encompassed in 
the boundaries discussed here. 
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Economy National Hist or i c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Entrance, Feast Hall, Old Economy Village 
#1 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Feast Hall, 14th & Church Streets, 

Old Economy Village 
#2 
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Eco nomy National Hist ori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Looking west on 14th Street, Old Eco nomy 

Village 
#3 



Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Granary, Old Ec onomy Village 
#4 





Economy National Hist or i c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Store, 14th Street, Old Economy Village 
#5 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Great House, Church Street, Old Economy 

Village 
#6 





Eco nomy National Hist ori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: West door, Feast Hall, Old Economy 

Village 
#7 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Garden Pavilion, Old Economy Village 
#8 





Ec onomy National Hist ori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: St. John's Lutheran Church of Economy 

(Former Harmonist Church) Church St. 
#9 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 186 12th Street 
#10 





Ec onomy National Histori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 283 12th Street 
#11 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 1198 Merchant Street 
#12 





Economy National Histor i c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Small frame building east of 1216 Church 

St'reet 
# 13 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Ec onomy Shoe Servic e, 1221 Mer c hant St. 
#14 





Ec onomy Nati onal Hist ori c Landma ~k 
All eghe ny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 260 13th Stree t 
#15 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 260 13th Street, detail, east elevation 
#16 





, Economy National Histori c Landmark 
All egheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmid l app 
NL: U.S. City Corp ., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 284 13th Street 
#17 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 308 13th Street 
#18 





Eco nomy National Histori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Inscription in attic, 14th and Church 

Streets, northeast corner 
#19 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
All egheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Numbered framing members, 1398 Church St. 
#20 





Economy National Histori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp ., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 267 14th Street 
#21 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 277 14th Street 
#22 





Economy Nationa l Histori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U.S. City Corp ., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 274 & 280 14th Street 
#23 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S . City Corp . , Pittsburgh, PA 
PV : Croatian Club, 14th & Merchant Streets, 

northeast corner 
#24 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 1501 Church Street 
#25 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 270 15th Street 
#26 





Economy National Histori c Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 270 15th Street, foundation detail 
#27 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 1514 Church Street, steps detail 
#28 





Ec onomy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 1500 Merchant Street 
#29 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: Looking west on 16th Street, at 

Church Street 
#30 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S 

D E P A R T M E N T of the I N T E R I O R 
• • • • • • • • • * * * * * * * * * * * *news release 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kelly 343-4214 

For Release June 23 I965 

THIRTY-THREE SITES RECOMMENDED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall today announced 33 sites 

have been selected for Registered National Historic Landmark e l i g i b i l i t y 

in 16 states and the District of Coltanbla. The new sites, recommended 

by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and 

Monuments at i t s meeting held in April i n Washington, bring the total number 

of sites approved for inclusion in the Registry to 608. 

Included in the new l i s t of sites are the hjames of three former 

Presidents--Grover Cleveland, Warren G. Harding isnd Calvin Coolldge; the 

birthplace and boyhood home of a fourth President—Herbert C. Hoover; the 

birthplace of Jtillette Gordon Low, the founder and f i r s t president of the 

American Girl Scouts; and the boyhood home of Daniel Carter Beard, a 

founder of the Boy Scout movenent in the United States. 

Legislation has been introduced in Congressito make President Hoover's 
i 

birthplace a National Historic Site, in Federal Ownership. 

A Registered National Historic Landmark is a site or building 
I 

considered as possessing exceptional value in commemorating or illustrating 

the history of the United States. Of the sites and buildings Judged to 

be of national significance, some are Federally owned and administered. 

However, most axe in State, community or private! ownership. 

Brief descriptions of the new sites, listedjby state, are attached. 
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THIRTY-THREE srrES RECOMMENDED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall today announced 33 sites 

have been selected for Registered National Historic Landmark eligibility 

in 16 states and the District of Columbia. The new sites, recommended 

by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and 
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Monuments at its meeting held in April in Washington, bring the total number 

of sites approved for inclusion in the Registry to 6o8. 
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Included in the new list of si tee are the homes of three former 
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Presidents--Grover Cleveland, Warren G. Harding Fd Calvin Coolidge; the 
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Prom the study of "Social and Humanitarian Movements," 20 sites 
were selected for Landmark eligibility. The remeiining 13 sites 
were selected from special studies and Investigations, ^e l i s t 
Is given by state alphabetically: 

1. Tuskegee Institute, Tyiskegee, Alabama. As the first president 
of Tuskegee, a pioneer Negro educational Institution chartered by 
the State of Alabama In ItiSl, Booker T. Washington put into practice 
a program of Industrial and vocational education. Designed to 
Improve the Southem Negro's way of life by ameliorating the economic 
conditions vmder which he lived, the Institute has had far reaching 
effects. Today I t is one of the outstanding Negro schools In the 
United Statea. 

2. National Headquarters, American National Red Cross, Washington, D. C. 
The National Society of the Red Cross established In tne United States 
In ItJijl, largely through the efforts of Clara Barton, provided for dis­
aster relief and for assistance to the armed forces through voluntary 
contributions of t&e American people. Tne National Headquarters oulld-
Ing was erected In 1911»-17. This impressive structure, located at 
17th and D. Streets, N. W., Is owned by the American National Red Cross, 

3. Administration Building, Carnegie Institution of WasMngton, D. C. 
Estaollsned In 1902 and endowed with $10 mllll6n by Industrialist 
Andrew Carnegie, tne Cartiegle Institution of wiisnington waa designed to 
furtner nvmian vell-oelng tnrougn basic sclentlrlc researcn. Its 
Administration Building, at I'y^J P. Street, N. W., in Wasnington, pre­
sides over tne far-flung activities of tue Institution, and Illustrates 
tne significant continuing contrloutlon or Carnegie's wise pollantnropy. 
Completed in 1910, tne oulldlng Is owned and nomlnlstered by the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington. 

k. The Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, SavannfeJi, Georgia. In this 
house the founder and first president of the Anerlcan Girl Scouts was 
bom, and In Its carriage house she established the first chapter of 
that organization In 1912. Ibe house, which djates from 1818-21, Is 
now a memorial to the Girl Scout Founder and a national program center 
for the organization. Both the Low Birthplace (Gordon Heme) at 10 
Oglethorpe Avenue, East, and the carriage housjs (First Girl Scout 
Headquarters) at 330 Drayton Street are owned fuid administered by the 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America. 

From the study of "Social and Humanitarian Mov~nts," 20 sites 
were s~lected for Landmark eligibility. The r~ing 13 sites 
were selected from special. studies and investigations. The list 
is given by state alphabetically: 

1. 'fuskegee Institute, 'l\lskegee1 Alabama. As ;the first president 
of 'fuskegee, a pioneer Negro educational. institution chartered by 
the State of Alabama in l~l, Booker T. Washington put into practice 
a program of industrial and vocational education. Designed to 
improve the Southern Negro's way of life by ameliorating the economic 
conditions under which he lived, the Institute lhas had far reaching 
effects. Today it is one of the outstanding Negro schools in the 
United States. · 

2. National Headquarters, American National Red Cross1 Washington, D. c. 
The National Society of the Red Cross established. in tne United States 
in l&sl, largely through the efforts of Clara Barton, provided for dis­
aster relief ·and for assistance to the armed f6rces through voluntary 
contriDutions of tne American people. Tn.e National Headquarters ouild­
ing was erected in 191~-17. This impressive structure, located at 
17th and D. Streets, N. :w., is owned by the Amfrican .National Red Cross. 

3. Administration Buildin Carne e Institution of Wasllin n D. c. 
EstaDlisned. in 1902 and endowed with 10 million by industrialist 
Andrew Carnegie, the Cax-ilegie Institution of W nington was designed to 
further numan well-0eing tnrougn Dasie scienti ic researcn. Its 
Administration Building, at 1,3u P. Street, N. w., in Wasnington, pre­
sides over tne fa.r-nung activities of tne Ins itution, and i1lustrates 
tne signiricant continuing contrioution or C egie's wise pnilantnropy. 
Completed in 1910, tne 0uilding is owned and istered by the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington. 

4. The Juliette Gordon IDw Birth lace Savann a. In this 
house the founder and first· ·president of the rl Scouts was 
born, and in its carriage house she establishe the first chapter of 
that orga.ni2'.ation in 1912. ·The house, which d.fltes from 1818-21, is 
now a memorial to the Gir1 ·scout Founder and a1national program center 
for the organization. Both ·the IDw Birthplacei (Gordon Home) at 10 
Oglethorpe Avenue, East, and the carriage hous~ (First Girl Scout 
Headquarters) at 330 Drayton Street are owned ~d administered by the 
Girl Scouts of the United States of .America. 



5. Hull House, Chicago, I l l i n o i s . Built ln| I856, this suburban 
residence was acquired by Jane Addams in I889, as a settlement 
house for her pioneering social experiment in aiding poverty stricken 
slum dwellers. Now included within a new campus of the Iftiiversity 
of I l l i n o i s in Chicago, i t has been restored by the University. The 
Hull House is located at 800 South Halsted Street, Chicago. 

6. Frances Willard House, Evanston, I l l i n o i s . Frances Willard 
(1839-I898) became prominent in temperance work in Chicago in 187^ 
and, after becoming President of the Woman'ŝ  Christian Temperance 
Union in l879> gave direction and organization to the temperance move­
ment that made i t of national influence. In' I89I she became President 
of the International Woman's Christian Temperance Union. The Willard 
House, at 1730 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, I l l i n o i s , is a two-story 
frame in good condition. I t contains much of i t s original furniture 
and is open to the public. The Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
now owns and maintains the house. 

7. Levi Coffin House Fountain City, IndianaL Levi Coffin's home 
was one of the most active stations on the underground railroad, and 
Coffin's activities in behalf of rimaway slajres were major euid 
influential. He is reputed to have aided the f l i g h t of neeirly 2,000 
slaves while he lived in Newport (now Fountain City) from 1826 vmtil 
I8U7. His two-story gray brick home at 115 Main Street in Fountain 
City has changed l i t t l e and is in good condition. Privately owned, 
i t is not open to the public. 

8. New Harmony, Posey County, Indiana. New, Harmony preserves many 
historic structures of the Rappite community; purchased in 1825 by 
Robert Dale Owen as the scene for perhaps the outstanding Utopian 
experiment of the 19th century in the United;States. I t Is unique 
in representing both a religiously inspired and a secxilarly Inspired 
communit£u:lan experiment. Among the most s l ^ i f l e a n t surviving 
buildings associated with both Rappites and Qwenites are the 
Fauntleroy Home, the Harmonist House, the Community House No. 2, 
Community House No. 3, the Fort, and the Labyrinth, or Maze. Seven 
acres of the site, including Community House!No. 2, sure owned by the 
State of Indiana, and operated as the New Harmony State Memorial. 

9. Herbert Hoover Birthplace, West Branch, Iowa. Herbert C. Hoover, 
distinguished engineer, numanltarian, and 3l8t President of the United 
States, was born of Quaker parentage in this modest two-room cottage. 
This house is included in a memorieil park that also contains the 
graves of President and Mrs. Hoover, a restored blacksmith shop similar 
to the one operated by Hoover's father, and the Hoover Presidential 
Library, administered by the National Archives and Record Service. The 
park has been recommended for addition to th^ Natlonai Park System as 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site. 

5. · Hull House, Chicago, Illinois. Built i~ 1856, this suburban 
residence was acquired by Jane Addams in 1889, as a settlement 
house for her pioneering social experiment in aiding poverty stricken 
slum dwellers. Now included within a new cablpus of the University 

I 

of Illinois in Chicago, it has been restore!by the University. The 
Hull House is located at 800 South Halsted S reet, Chicago. 

6. Frances Willard House, Evanston, Illinoi • Frances Willard . 
(1839-1896) became prominent in temperance work in Chicago in 1874 
and, after becoming President of the Woman's! Christian Temperance 
Union in 1879, gave direction and organizatibn to the temperance move­
ment that made it of national influence. Inl 1891 she became President 
of the International Woman's Christian Temperance Union. The Willard 
House, at 1730 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, Ill~nois, is a two-story 
frame in good condition. It contains much of its original furniture 
and is open to the public. The Woman's Chri~tian Temperance Union 
now owns and maintains the house. 

7. Levi Coffin House Fountain City, Indiana~ · Levi Coffin's home 
was one of the most active stations on the u±lderground railroad, and 
Coffin's activities in behalf of runaway slaies were major and 
influential. He is reputed to have aided th~ flight of nearly 2,000 
slaves while he lived in Newport (now Fountain City) from 1826 until 
1847. His two-story gray brick home at 115 ~in Street in Fountain 
City has changed little and is in good condi~ion. Privately ovned, 
it is not open to the public. 

8. New Harmony, Posey County, Indiana. New i Harmony preserves many 
historic structures of the Rappite communityipurchased in 1825 by 
Robert Dale Owen as the scene for perhaps th~ outstanding utopian 
experiment of the 19th century in the UnitediStates. It is unique 
in representing both a religiously inspired and a secularly inspired 
communitarian experiment. Among the most si~ificant surviving 
buildings associated with both Rappites and pwenites are the 
Fauntleroy Home, the Harmonist House, the Community House No. 2, 
Community House No. 3, the Fort, and the Iab 1 inth, or Maze. Seven 
acres of the site, including Community Hou:~rr;o. 2, are owned by the 
State of Indiana, and operated as the New ~ony State Memorial. 

9. Herbert Hoover .Birth lace West Branch ±owa. Herbert C. Hoover, 
distinguished· engineer, umanitarian, and lit esident of the United 
States, was born of Quaker parentage in this modest two-room cottage. 
This house is included in a memorial park th t also contains the 
graves of President and Mrs. Hoover, a resto1ed blacksmith shop similar 
to the one operated by Hoover's father, and Jhe Hoover Presidential 
Library, administered by the National Archiv,s and Record Service. The 
park has been recommended for addition to th~ National Park System as 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site. 
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10. Amana Villages, Iowa County, Iowa. Seven Amana communities were 
founded in the 1850̂ s as experiments in communal living . The 
communities prospered u n t i l 1932, when temporal and spiritual affairs 
were sei)arated. Many buildings in the villages date from the 
1850's and l860's. The Amana Villages are located in Iowa Coimty, 
Iowa, and are administered by the Amana Society, Amana, Iowa, although 
the homes are privately owned. 

11. Daniel Carter Beard Boyhood Home, Kentucky. The structure at 
322 East Third Street, Covington, Kentucky, was the boyhood home of 
Daniel Carter Besû d. From the outset of the organized Boy Scout 
Movement in the United States, in June I910, Dan Beard played em 
important role in shaping and activating the :Boy Scouts. From 1912, 
and vmtil his death i n 19^1, he was the sole inational Scout commissioner, 
a position which made him in effect chief of jthe volunteer forces of 
Scouting throughout the country. Through these years of dedicated 
interest and service, he became the personification of the s p i r i t of 
Scouting. The home, now used as a School for Practical Nurse Education, 
is owned by the Salvation Army's Booth Memorial Hospital. 

12. Colonial Annapolis Historic District, Maryland. Colonial 
Annapolis Historic District, contains a fine concentration of colonial 
buildings which illustrate and commemorate the p o l i t i c a l , commercial, 
and social l i f e of one of the more important towns in the colonies 
before and during the Revolution. Included in the historic section 
are Church and State Circles and a general aijea south to the water 
front. Many pre-Revolutionary buildings alorig the rather narrow streets 
radiating from State Circle provide an entrancing view of an eighteenth 
centvrry town. 

13. Brook Farm, West Roxbury, tfassachusetts. Brook Farm l81(-l-1814-7 
was a vmique experiment of literary and cultiared persons of the Boston 
area and the most famous of the New Englemd Utopias. I t was foxinded by 
•rrajiscendentalists and others In sympathy with that philosophy. Among 
the prominent names associated with this communitarian experiment were: 
George Ripley, Charles A. Dana, Margaret Fulljer, Ralpho Waldo Emerson, 
and Nat^niel Hawthorne. 

Ik, William Lloyd Garrison House, Roxbury, Massachusetts. William 
Lloyd Garrison (1805-79) was the most articulate and Influenclal 
exponent of immediate abolition of slavery. Through the columns of 
the Liberator which he edited from 183I-66, the New England Anti-
slavery society (1832) and the American Antialavery Society (1833), 
numerous lectures, and a series of propanganda brochiires. Garrison did 
more than anyone else to s t i r the northern cdnsclence on the question 
of slavery. The home in which he lived from I186I+ vtntil I879 Is 
located at 125 Highland Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts. Now a 
nursing home, I t is not open to the public. 

10. Amana Vill~es Iowa Cowi~ Iowa. Seven Amana communities were 
founded in the 185dfs as experiments in communal living. The 
comunities prospered until 1932, when temporal and spiritual affairs 
were separated. Many buildings in the villages date from the 
1850 1 s and 1860 1 s. The Amana Villages are lqcated in Iowa County, 
Iowa, and are administered by the .Amana Soci~ty, .Amana, Iowa, although 
the homes are privately owned. . . 

11. Daniel Carter Beard Boyhood Home, Kentuqky. The structure at 
322 East Third Street, Covington, Kentucky, ~as the boyhood home of 
Daniel Carter Beard. From the outset of the 'organized Boy Scout 
Movement in the United States, in June 1910, ,Dan Beard played an 
important role in shaping and activating the IBoy Scouts. From 1912, 
and until his death in 1941, he was the sole 1national Scout conunissioner, 
a position which made him in effect chief of jthe volunteer forces of 
Scouting throughout the country. Through th~se years of dedicated 
interest and service, he became the personification of the spirit of 
Scouting. The home, now used as a School for Practical Nurse Education, 
is owned by the Salvation Army's Booth Memorial Hospital. 

12. Colonial Annapolis Historic District, Maryland. Colonial 
Annapolis Historic Di$trict, contains a fine concentration of colonial 
buildings which illustrate and commemorate the political, commercial, 
and social life of one of the more important towns in the colonies 
before and during the Revolution. Included fn the historic section 
are Church and State Circles and a general ~ea south to the water 
front. Many pre-Revolutionary buildings alorlg the rather narrow streets 
radiating from State Circle provide an entraricing view of an eighteenth 
century town. 

13. Brook Farm, West Roxbury, Massachusetts. Brook Farm 1841-1847 
was a unique experiment of literary and cult~ed persons of the Boston 
area and the most famous of the New England Utopias. It was founded by 
'l'ranscendentalists and others in sympathy w~1h that philosophy. Among 
the prominent names associated with this co :unitarian experiment were: 
George Ripley, Charles A. Dana, Margaret Ful~er, Ralpho Waldo Emerson, 
and Nataniel Hawthorne. · 

14. William Llo Garrison House Roxbur Massachusetts. William 
Ltoyd Garrison 1 05-79 was the most articul(ate and influencial 
exponent of immediate abolition of slavery. jThrough the columns of 
the Liberator which he edited from 1831-66, the New England Anti­
slavery society (1832) and the American Anti~lavery Society (1833), 
numerous lectures, and a series of propanganqa brochures, Garrison did 
more than anyone else to stir the northern cqnscience on the question 
of slavery. The home in vhich he lived from l1864 until 1879 is 

I located at 125 High.land Street, Roxbury, Mas~achusetts. Now a 
nursing home, it is not open to the public. 
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15• Pompeys Pillar, Yellowstone Coimty, Montana. Pompeys Pillar, 
a massive block of sandstone, has been a well-known landmark of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition since 1806 whjBn Captain William 
Clark named the rock and carved his signature on i t s surface. The 
simple ins6ription, "\to Clark July 25, 1806," remains today. I t was 
improtected u n t i l 1882, when the Northern Pacific Railroad placed 
a heavy double iron grating over I t . This grating was replaced with 
a heavy bullet-proof glass by the present owners in 1956. 

Pompeys Pillar la located about 28 miles nor^east of Billings, 
Montana. Privately owned, the site is not open to the public at 
present. 

16. Westland, Home of Grover Clevelemd, Newi Jersey. In I897, 
following his second term as President of th^ United States, Grover 
Cleveland (1837-1908) retired to this large •̂wo and one-half story 
stucco-covered stone house at 15 Hodge Road In Princeton. There he 
maintained his residence for the remainder of his l i f e . The house, 
which is privately owned, is not open to theipublic. 

i 
17. Susan B. Anthony Hcane, Rochester, New York. Miss Anthony, one 

movement from the 1850's 
ory brick house at 

of the leading figures in the woman's r i ^ t s 
u n t i l her death in I906, occupied this two-s 
17 Madison Street in Rochester for the last l̂O years of her l i f e . 
The house, which contains memy of i t s origin4l furnishings. Is 
operated as a historic house museum by the Sijisan B. Anthony Memorial 
Corporation. 

18. Frederick E. Chxirch House, "Olema," Columbia County, New York. 
"Olana," Frederick E. Church's castle-like residence atop a h i l l Just 
east of the Hudson River, near Germantown, eyinces the painter's love 
of the dramatic emd grand. Overlooking 60 miles of the Hudson River 
valley, the stone residence aptly symbolizes I the s p i r i t and v i t a l i t y 
of one of America's ablest nineteenth century landscape a r t i s t s — a 
leader among American eirtists in a period that has been described as 
the most prosperous period for artists in the history of American Art 
(18I4O-I876). Althotogh now privately owned, the "Olana" Preservation 
Committee seeks to purchase the house and to[preserve i t for historical 
purposes. 

19. Thomeis Cole House, Catsklll, New York. I Thomas Cole, pioneer 
Interpreter of the romantic beauty of the American lemdscape, is 
one of America's notable landscape and allegorical painters of the 
f i r s t half of the nineteenth century, and was the finest landscape 
painter of his time. The Hudson River School, which is receiving 
renewed attention today, sprang up largely because of Cole's work, 
and his landscapes remain outstemding examples of that school. His 
house and studio, located at 2l8 Spring Street in Catsklll, are 
privately owned 8md not open to the public. 

I 

15; Pom s Pillar Ye-llowstone Count Mon!tana. Pompeys Pillar, 
a massive block of sandstone, has been a wel -known landmark of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition since 1806 wh n Captain William 
Clark named the rock and carved his signature on its surface. The 
simple inseription, "Wm Clark July 25, 18o6, i" remains today. :rt was 
unprotected until 1882, when the Northern Pa~ific Railroad placed 
a heavy double iron grating over it. This grating was replaced with 
a heavy bullet-proof glass by the present oters in 1956. · 

Pompeys Pillar is located about 28 miles nor~heast of Billings, 
Montana. Privately owned, the site is not open to the public at 
present. 

16. Westland, Home of Grover Cleveland, NewlJersey. In 1897, 
following his second term as President of th~ United States, Grover 
Cleveland (1837-19o8) retired to this large two and one-half story 
stucco-covered stone house at 15 Hodge Road fn Princeton. There he 
maintained his residence for the remainder of his life. The house, 
which is privately owned, is not open to the ipublic. 

17. Susan B. Anthony Home, Rochester, New Y6rk. Miss Anthony, one 
of the leading figures in the woman's rights !movernent from the 1850 1 s 
until her death in 19o6, occupied this two-story brick house at 
17 Madison Street in Rochester for the last 40 years of her life. 
The house, which contai~s many of its originil furnishings, is 
operated as a historic house museum by the s,san B. Anthony Memorial 
Corporation. 

18. Frederick E. Church House, "Olana," Colmbia County, New York. 
"Olana, 11 Frederick E. Church's castle-like residence atop a hill just 
east of the Hudson River, near Germantown, eyinces the painter's love 
of the dramatic and grand, Overlooking 6o lea of the Hudson River 
valley, the stone residence aptly symbolizes the spirit and vitality 
of one of America's ablest nineteenth centur landscape artists--a 
leader among American artists in a period t t has been described as 
the most prosperous period tor artists in th history of .American Art 
(184o-1876). Although now :privately owned, he"Olana" Preservation 
Committee seeks to purchase the house and to preserve it for historical 
purposes. 

19. Thomas Cole House, Catskill, New York. Thomas Cole, pion~er 
interpreter of the romantic beauty of the rican landscape, is 
one of America's notable landscape and alleg rical painters of the 
first half of the nineteenth century, and wa the finest landscape 
painter of his time. The Hudson River Schoo, which is receiving 
renewed attention today, sprang up largely b cause of Cole's work, 
and his landscapes remain outstanding exampl _s of that school. His 
house and studio, located at 218 Spring Stre~t in Catskill, are 
privately owned and not open to the public, 
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20. Mt. Lebanon Shaker Society, Mt. Lebanon, New York. Founded 
in 17b7, the Mt. Lebanon Shaker Society was the f i r s t of the 
19 Sheiker communitarian settlements established in the United 
States. I t was economically more successful than any of the 
others, and i t housed the central ministry!which directed the 
affairs of the other communities. Although the community remained 
prosperous throughout the 19th century, i t was doomed to eventual 
extinction by the practice of celibacy. l i i 192$ most of the 
property was sold, and Shakerlsm ended at Mt. Lebanon. A leu:ge 
nxmiber of the structures s t i l l remain. Most of these are owned 
by the Darrow School and are used for educational purposes. 

21. The Old Merchants House, New York, New York. Built in l832, 
this house was purchased in 1835 by Seabur^ Tredwelx, owner of a 
successful hardware business, who lived there u n t i l his death in 
1865. Unique In that both i t s exterior emf interior architectxireil 
features remain Intact and in that i t contains i t s original 
furnishings, i t well illustrates the l i f e of the prosperous urban 
mercantile cleiss of the mid-19th century. , The house, located at 
29 East kth Street in Manhattan, is now operated as a historic 
house museum. I t is open to the public. 

22. Oneida Community Mansion House, Oneidk, New York. Oneida 
was the scene of one of 19th century Ameri;a's most unusual and 
successful communitarian experiments. Foujided in ldh& by John H. 
Noyes, the community flourished i m t l l 18811when public hostility 
and dissension within the group led to thej end of the experiment. 
The Community House, a brick structure of pome kOO rooms, has 
been only moderately changed. Owned by Onfeida Ltd., i t is not 
open to the public. 

23. Elizabeth Cady Stanton House. Seneca t^'alls. New York. 
E l i z a b e t h Cady Stanton (I615-I902) vas the leading organizer of the 
women's rights movement in the 19th century. With Lutetia Mott, 
she ceilled the First Women's Rights Convention in lUkii at Seneca 
Falls, New York. Although concerned v/ith a l l inequalities, she 
strove always to keep the movement focused; on winning the right 
to vote. As a lect\u:er, pamphleteer, and president of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association from Ib80-lb90,; and of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association from 1090-1092, Mrs. Stanton effectively 
led the movement that would culminate in tne 19th amendment in 
1920. Tne house located at 32 Washinfjton Street, In Seneca Falls, 
Is In good condition. Privately owned, i t is not open to the 
public. 

20. Mt. Lebanon Shaker Societ Mt. Leban n New York. Founded 
' in 17 7, the Mt, Lebanon Shaker Society wa the first of the 
19 Shaker communitarian settlements establ!shed in the United 
States. It was economically more successri!u than any of the 
others, and it housed the central ministry !which directed the 
affairs of the other communities, Althougl;l the community remained 
prosperous throughout the 19th century, it :was doomed to eventual 
extinction by the practice of celibacy. Ui 1929 most of the 
property was sold, and Shakerism ended at ~t. Lebanon, A large 
number of the structures still remain, Most of these are owned 

I by the Darrow School and are used f or educ~tional purposes. 
I 

21. The Old Merchants House, New York, Net York. Built in 18~2~ 
this house was purchased in 1835 b y Seabtirt TredweiL, owner or a 
successful hardware business, who lived there until his death in 
1865, Unique in that both its exterior an;

1 

interior architectural 
features remain intact and in that it cont ins its original 
fUrnishings, it well illustrates the life f the prosperous urban 
mercantile class of the mid-19th century, :The house, located at 
29 East ~th Street in Manhattan, i s now operated as a historic 
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house museum, It is open to the public. 

22, Oneida Communit Mansion House New York, Oneida 
was the scene of one of 19th century Ameri as most unusual and 
successful communitarian experiments. Fo ded in 1848 by John H. 
Noyes, the community flourished until 1881~when public hostility 
and dissension within the group led to the end of the experiment, 
The Community Hc:iuse, a brick structure of ome 4oo rooms, has 
been only moderately changed, Owned by On, ida Ltd., it is not 
open to the public. 

23, Elizabeth Cad 2eneca alls New York, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 115-1902 was the leading organizer 0£ the 
women's rights movement in the 19th centur, With Lutetia Mott, 
she called the First Women's Rights Conven~ion in 1e48 at Seneca 
Falls, New York. Although concerne.i with ~11 inequalities, she 
strove always to keep th~ movement focuae~ on winning the right 
to vote, As a lecturer, pamphleteer, and president of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association from lt5U0-1U90, · and of the National 
Woman Suffrage Association from ld90-ld92, j Mrs, Stanton effectively 
led the movement that would culminate in tre 19th amendment in 
1920, The nouse located at 32 Washington treet, in Seneca Falls, 
is in good condition. Privately owned, it is not open to tne 
public. 



2k. Beginning Point, First Public Land Survey, Ohio. At this point on 
September 30, 1701?» Tnomas Hutchins, tne fli^st Geographer to tne 
United States, Inaugurated the use of tne rectsmgular land survey 
system, wnicn resulted from tne Ordinance ofi 170:? "for ascertaining 
tne mode of disposing of lands in tne wester^ 
system nas remained in use since tnat time 
surveying the millions of acres of land mali 
created from the public domain, the Beglnni 
historical significance. The Beginning Polnjt 
bank of the Ohio River in eastern East Livei 

territory." As the 
Id has been utilized in 
ig up the 31 states 
Point Is of great 
Is located on the north 

pool, Ohio. 

25. Warren G. Harding Home, Marlon, Ohio, 
home at 380 Mount Vernon Avenue, Warren G. 

this two-story clapboard 
pding and his wife lived 

from 1891 to 1921, when the 29th President l ^ f t for Washington. From 
its spacious front porch he conducted his fe 
of 1920. The Harding Home is now owned and 

ned PresldentleJ. campaign 
iintained as a historic 

house museum by the Harding Memorial Fovmdatlon. 

26. Fort Washita, Bryan County, Oklahoma, 
the Jimctlon of the Washita and Red Rivers, 
base for military eicploration of the Eouthwe 
the immigrant Chickasaw Indians from the Eas 
northwest of Durant on Oklahoma 199/ i t is n^v being restored by the 
Oklahoma Historical Society. 

stabllshed In 1814-2 near 
'ort Washita served as a 
t and as a guardlem of 

Located about 15 miles 

27. Colonial Germantown, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The l8th 
and 19th century buildings that line historit Germantown Avenue 
represent an architectural heritage of considerable interest. The 
numerous houses within the historic d i s t r i c t illustrate a diversity 
of occupations, the Germanic bacltground and -phe Americemization of 
the comnunity. 

28. Eastern State Penitentiary, Phlladelphl^, Pennsylvania. Built 
between 1B23-1029, the Eastern State Penitentiary represented the 
f i r s t application of the Pennsylvania System 
featiared the idea of solitary confinement of 
the prototype for other prisons based on the 
prison, located at 21st and Fairmount Avenue 
been l i t t l e changed and continues in use. 

of penology, which 
prisoners. I t became 
same concept. The 
in Philadelphia, has 

24. Be nnin Point First Public Land Surve Onio. At this point on 
September 3u, 1'7t,>, Tnomas Hutchins, the fi st Geographer to tne 

I 

United States, inaugurated the use or tne re~tangular land survey 
system, wnicn resulted trom tne Orninance ~17t,> "1·or ascertaining 
tne mode of disposing of lands in tne wes-cer territory." As the 
system nas remained in use since tnat time d has been utilized in 
surveying the millions of acres of land ma g up the 31 states 
created from the public domain, the Beginn Point is of ~eat 
historical significance. The Beginning Point is located on the north 
bank of the Ohio River in eastern East Liver ool, Ohio. 

25. Warren G. Harding Home, Marion, Ohio. this two-story clapboard 
home at 380 Mount Vernon Avenue, Warren G. *ding and his wife lived 
from 1891 to 1921, when the 29th President 1 ft for Washington. From 
its spacious front porch he conducted his f ed Presidential campaign 
of 1920. The Harding Home is now owned and Eintained as a historic 
house museum by the Harding Memorial Foundat on. 

26. Fort Washita, Bryan County, Oklahoma. stablished in 1842 near 
the Junction of the Washita and Red Rivers, tort Washita served as a 
base for military exploration of the Southwe t and as a guardian of 
the immigrant Chickasaw Indians from t he Eas. Located about 15 miles 
northwest of Durant on Oklahoma 199, it is n w being restored by the 
Oklahoma Historical Society. 

27. Colonial Germantown, Philadelphia, Penn~ylvania. The 18th 
and 19th century buildings that line historib Germantown Avenue 
represent an architectural heritage of consit erable interest. The 
numerous houses within the h.istoric district illustrate a diversity 
of occupations, the Germanic background and he Americanization of 
the community. 

28. Eastern State Penitentiar Built 
between 1 23-1 29, t e Eastern State ?eniten iary represented the 
first application of the Pennsylvania System of penology, which 
featured the idea of solitary confinement of prisoners. It became 
the prototype for other prisons based on the same concept. The 
prison, located at 21st and Fai rmount Avenue in Philadelphia, has 
been little changed and continues in use. 

6 
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29. Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospi.tal, Ilhiladel:phia, Pennsylvania, 
Dr. Thomas S. Kirkbride figured prominently 19 the 19th century 
movement for enlightened treatment of the ins~e. The Institute of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital, completed in 1859 was designed by Kirkbride 
on the concept that the insane should be treated as sick people. 
Kirkbride's work helped to bring .about a new understanding of mental 
illness, and his hospital design influenced the creation of similar 
institutions in 31 other states. Despite mode~n additions, the hospital, 
located at 111 North 49th Street in Philadelp~ia, appears much as it 

I 

did originally. It is not open to the general! public. 
I 
I 

30. Old Economy, Ambridge, Pennsylvania. Eco,iomy, the third and 
final site of George Rapp 1s religiously baseT1-ommunal society, was 
founded in 1825. Primarily an industrial co ity, it became 
wealthy through its manufactures and its use o labor-saving 
machinery. Although the society remained prosperous, its numbers 
had greatly decreased by the 1860 1 s. Graduall(y all the factories 
were closed down, and in 1905, the society wasl dissolved. The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania now administers 1; blocks of Economy, 
as a state historical site. This area includes 17 of the original 
buildings representing the various facets of R~ppite life. 

31. The Pennsylv~ia Hospital, Philadelphia, ~ennsylvania. The 
Pennsylvania Hospital is the earliest established public hospital in 
the United States. 

Dr. Thomas Bond, . an eminent Philadelphia physi~ian of the 18th 
century, conceived the idea of founding a hosp~tal to care for 
Philadelphia's sick, injured, and insane. FaiP,.ing in an attempt 
to raise a subscription for the establishment !bf such an institu­
tion, he turned to Benjamin Franklin for aid. Franklin agreed to 
promote the project and by 1750 had convinced ~he people of 
Philadelphia of the great need for a public hospital. 

A temporary building served from 1752-1756, te corner stone of 
the east wing of the main building was laid in May 1755. The 
Hospital, located at 8th and Spruce Streets in Philadelphia, is 
still in operation. 

32. Fort Loudoun, Monroe County, near Vonore, ! Tennessee. At the 
request of the Cherokee Indians, Fort Loudoun was built in 1756-1757. 
It held the trans-Appalachian frontier during the French and Indian 
War. Later, enmity between the English and Ch&rokee caused the 
fort to be surrendered to the Indians in 1760. 1 Now authentically 
restored, the Fort is open to the public. 

7 



33• Calvin Coolldge Homestead, Plymouth, Vertnont. In this frame 
emd clapboard house, Calvin Coolldge spent his boyhood years, 1876-
1887. Here, following President Warren G. Harding's death in 
1923, he took the oath as President of the United States; and here 
In January, 1933* he died. The Coolldge Homestead, which Coolldge 
regarded as his true home, well expresses the character of the 
30th President. I t is maintained as a hlstorlic house museum by the 
State of Vermont. 

P,N.652W 
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, 

33 • . Calvin Coolid e Homestead Pl outh Vermont. In this frame 
and clapboard house, Calvin Coolidge spent h s boyhood years, 1876-
1887. Here, following President Warren G. ding's death in 
1923, he took the oath as President of the U ited States; and here 
in January, 1933, he died. The Coolidge Hom stead, which Coolidge 
regarded as his true home, well expresses th character of the 
30th President. It is maintained as a histo ic house museum by the 
State of Vermont. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Economy was the thi r d and f i n a l home of the Harmonite Society. The Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania now administers one block and a half of the original community. 
Within this area are 17 buildings that represent the various facets of l i f e at 
Economy. Of these structures the most impressive include:* 

The Great House- The center of government at Economy, the Great House was 
begun around 1825. I t was originally two separate houses, one for Rapp, who 
was known as Father Rapp, and the other for Rapp's adopted son, Frederick. The 
Great House has a two story central section with one story wings on either side. 
On the north side stands the Frederick Rapp house, a gabled two story brick 
structure with dormers. Furnishings of the Great House are not typical of the 
other dwellings at Economy. The Great House showed the importance of the 
leader to the community. I t indicated the power and authority of George Rapp. 
The more important rooms include: 

George Rapp's Bedroom and Vault- Here is located the bed in which 
Rapp died i n 1847 at the age of 90. At the foot of this bed is the chest used 
by Rapp. Adjacent Rapp's bedroom i s the vault b u i l t of concrete with iron 
doors. Housed here was the entire treasury of the Society which i n 1846 totaled 
some $500,000. During Father Rapp's lifetime the money was kept intact. 

Trustees' Room- TPiis room was both the center of cultural activity 
The room has changed very l i t t l e as i t was kept as a 

Here are located two pianos typical of this early 
and Society business, 
memorial to the founder 
period. There are excellent examples of painted chairs and settees though 
not Hitch-cock originals. 

Dining Room- Here were served a l l formal dinners. There is an 
A-shaped wine cabinet. The china is of the same type and period used in the 
Harmony society. The silver tea service is an 1820's piece from Pittsburgh. 

Throughout the Great House are located a number of fine art works. Part of 
the Harmonite collection includes, "Christ Healing the Sick," "Suffer 
L i t t l e Children to Come Unto Me," "The Holy Family," "Moses Receiving the 
Law on Mount Sinai" and "Rebecca at the Well." 

Presently, the second floor of the Great House is used as archives and houses 
a large collection of Rappite manuscripts as well as an extensive collection 

*Much of the description of Economy comes directly from the study made 
by Mr. Daniil B. Reibel, Curator and Patricia Black, Curator of Education 
t i t l e d "A Manual For Guides, Docents, Hostesses and Volunteers of Old 
Economy," (Ambridge, Pa.: The Harmonite Associates, Inc.) 1970. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Economy was the third and final home of the Harmonite Society. The Conunonwealth 
of Pennsylvania now administers one block and a half of the original community. 
Within this area are 17 buildings that represent the various facets of life at 
Economy. Of these structures the most impressive include:* 

The Great House- The center of government at Economy, the Great House was 
begun around 1825. It was originally two separate houses, one for Rapp, who 
was known as Father Rapp, and the other for Rapp's adopted son, Frederick. The 
Great House has a two story central section with one story wings on either side. 
On the north side stands the Frederick Rapp house, a gabled two story brick 
structure with dormers. Furnishings of the Great House are not typical of the 
other dwellings at Economy. The Great House showed the importance of the 
leader to the community. It indicated the power and authority of George Rapp. 
The more important rooms include: 

George Rapp's Bedroom and Vault- Here is located the bed in which 
Rapp died in 1847 at the age of 90. At the foot of this bed is the chest used 
by Rapp. Adjacent Rapp's bedroom is the vault built of concrete with iron 
doors. Housed here was the entire treasury of the Society which in 1846 totaled 
some $500,000. During Father Rapp's lifetime the money was kept intact. 

Trustees' Room- This room was both the center of cultural activity 
and Society business. The room has changed very little as it was kept as a 
memorial to the fowider. Here are located two pianos typical of this early 
period. There are excellent examples of painted chairs and settees though 
not Hitch.cock originals. 

Dining Room- Here were served all formal dinners. There is an 
A-shaped wine cabinet. The china is of the same type and period used in the 
Harmony society. The silver tea service is an 1820's piece from Pittsburgh. 

Throughout the Great House are located a number of fine art works. Part of 
the Hannonite collection includes, "Christ Healing the Sick," "Suffer 
Little Children to Come Unto Me," "The Holy Family," "Moses Receiving the 
Law on Mowit Sinai" and "Rebecca at the Well." 

Presently, the second floor of the Great House is used as archives and houses 
a large collection of Rappite manuscripts as well as an extensive collection 

*Much of the description of Economy comes directly from the study made 
by Mr. Daniel B. Reibel, Curator and Patricia Black, Curator of Education 
titled "A Manual For Guides, Docents, Hostesses and Volunteers of Old 
Economy," (Ambridge, Pa.: The Hannonite Associates, Inc.) 1970. 
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of original music scores. In this area is also a large vault in which these 
collections are kept. 

The Feast Hall- This building is unique in that i t was the f i r s t b u i l t for 
i t s function by the Society and similar structures did not exist at either 
Harmony or New Harmony. Probably designed by Frederick Rapp, the building 
was commenced in 1826 and f i r s t used in 1828. I t is a 2 1/2-story structure 
in Germanic design, with l i t t l e gables and a gambrel roof. No columns stand 
on the interior and the weight of the floors are carried by the walls. The 
Feast Hall, also called the Music Hall, was the cultural center of the 
Society. I t was here that major concerts took place. Its most important 
function, however, was to furnish a place for the society's major religious 
events. The Feast Hall could possibly accommodate 1,000 persons. The f i r s t 
floor of the Feast Hall is used as a museum and orientation center for tours 
throughout the Museum (Economy) complex. On this level is also located the 
offices of the curator and his staff. I t was also in this building that the 
Harmonite press was located. The press is presently on exhibit, as is a 
number of interesting pieces produced at Economy. 

The Tailor's Shop- Built in 1826 the Tailor's Shop is a brick two-story 
building with gabled roof. The building is typically functional. On the 
f i r s t floor is located the t a i l o r shop, shoe shop and barber shop and on 
the second floor is the hat shop. Items of interest here include: tailor's 
benches, on which fabrics were cut; tailor's geese, used to press heavy 
seams; the straw r o l l e r , used to flatten straw for hats; the hat steamer, 
in which steam was produced to shape hats; the barber's chair, an exquisite 
example of Harmonist design with the influence of German folk art, the 
chair has arms carved in the design of swan's heads. 

The Store- The original wooden store was b u i l t in 1827 behind the location 
of the present two-story brick structure. The building was f i r s t opened in 
1847. The store was the sales outlet of a l l products made at Economy. The 
furnishings are typical of a store during the period. The building is used 
to sell souvenirs and mementoes to visitors. 

The Baker House (House B on accompanying map t i t l e d Old Economy)- The Baker 
House is a typical Harmonite dwelling. I t is a two-story brick building. 
The present structure is a complete reconstruction on the original site. The 
furnishings of the Baker House are simplistic in design and more typical of 
those used by the people of Economy. I t was common for more than one family 
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of original music scores. In this area is also a large vault in which these 
collections are kept. 

The Feast Hall- This building is unique in that it was the first built for 
its function by the Society and similar structures did not exist at either 
Harmony or New Harmony. Probably designed by Frederick Rapp, the building 
was commenced in 1826 and first used in 1828. It is a 2 1/2-story structure 
in Germanic design, with little gables and a gambrel roof. No columns stand 
on the interior and the weight of the floors are carried by the walls. The 
Feast Hall, also called the Music Hall, was the cultural center of the 
Society. It was here that major concerts took place. Its most important 
function, however, was to furnish a place for the society's major religious 
events. The Feast Hall could possibly accommodate 1,000 persons. The first 
floor of the Feast Hall is used as a museum and orientation center for tours 
throughout the Museum (Economy) complex. On this level is also located the 
offices of the curator and his staff. It was also in this building that the 
Harmonite press was located . The press is presently on exhibit, as is a 
number of interesting pieces produced at Economy. 

The Tailor's Shop- Built in 1826 the Tailor's Shop is a brick two-story 
building with gabled roof. The building is typically functional. On the 
first floor is located the tailor shop, shoe shop and barber shop and on 
the second floor is the hat shop. Items of interest here include: tailor's 
benches, on which fabrics were cut; tailor's geese, used to press heavy 
seams; the straw ro♦ ler, used to flatten straw for hats; the hat steamer, 
in which steam was produced to shape hats; the barber's chair, an exquisite 
example of Harmonist design with the influence of German folk art, the 
chair has arms carved in the design of swan's heads. 

The Store- The original wooden store was built in 1827 behind the location 
of the present two-story brick structure. The building was first opened in 
1847. The store was the sales outlet of all products made at Economy. The 
furnishings are typical of a store during the period. The building is used 
to sell souvenirs and mementoes to visitors. 

The Baker House (House Bon accompanying map titled Old Economy)- The Baker 
House is a typical Harmonite dwelling. It is a two-story brick building. 
The present structure is a complete reconstruction on the original site. The 
furnishings of the Baker House are simplistic in design and more typical of 
those used by the people of Economy. It was conunon for more than one family 

(Continued) 
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to occupy a house. Women slept downstairs and the men slept on the second 
floor on which there are three bedrooms. Beds were singles with rope 
springs. A l l furniture in the house is Harmonist. 

The Granary- The Granary is a five-story structure with gabled roof. A m i l l 
constructed building of chestnut, the f i r s t floor is half timber with stone 
nogging, while the other floors, constructed of wood, were designed to hold 
grain. The building was b u i l t prior to 1824 and is one of the oldest struc­
tures at Economy. The Granary was an instrument of f a i t h . Thinking that in 
the last days there would be a famine as the earth was destroyed, they (the 
Harmonist) would survive but they would need food. The Granary served the 
function of the hof or public bam. 

The Grotto and Pavilion- The Grotto, a place of meditation and retreat for 
members of the Harmony Society, i s a one-story structure with stones laid in 
ashlar fashion. Completed in May, 1826 the structure has a thatch roof as 
was the original. Located a short distance west of the grotto is the 
Pavilion. Designed by Frederick Rapp, the original pavilion was b u i l t i n 
1832 in what is called the "Georgian" style though i t is more aptly of 
Germanic High Renaissance influence. Columns circle around a statue, recently 
dubbed "Harmonle," and are capped by f i n i a l s , the original having been 
designed by Pittsburgh a r t i s t , Joseph Woodwell. 

The Community Kitchen- A one-story frame structure located just north of 
the Feast Hall. The building is a reconstruction, but the stone counters 
are original as is the sink, benches and some of the foundation. 

There are a number of lesser structures at Old Economy. These include the 
Carriage House, a one-story frame structure which once served as a store. 
Adjacent to the Carriage House, and attached, to the west is a very small 
potting shed. There is also a cabinet shop which sits beside the Community 
Kitchen. 

Gardens were pl e n t i f u l at Old Economy, Throughout the present interpretive 
f a c i l i t y are numerous plantings as well as a vineyard and formal gardens. 
(See both the accompanying map t i t l e d Old Economy and the Panoramic View 
of 14th Street, looking from the balcony of the Great House. A l l site 
locations are identified on this same map.) 
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to occupy a house. Women slept downstairs and the men slept on the second 
floor on which there are three bedrooms. Beds were singles with rope 
springs. All furniture in the house is Harmonist. 

The Granary- The Granary is a five - story structure with gabled roof. A mill 
constructed building of chestnut, the first floor is half timber with stone 
nogging, while the other floors, constructed of wood, were designed to hold 
grain. The building was built prior to 1824 and is one of the oldest struc­
tures at Economy. The Granary was an instrument of faith. Thinking that in 
the last days there would be a famine as the earth was destroyed, they (the 
Hannonist) would survive but they would need food. The Granary served the 
function of the hof or public barn. 

The Grotto and Pavilion- The Grotto, a place of meditation and retreat for 
members of the Harmony Society, is a one-story structure with stones laid in 
ashlar fashion. Completed in May, 1826 the structure has a thatch roof as 
was the original. Located a short distance west of the grotto is the 
Pavilion. Designed by Frederick Rapp, the original pavilion was built in 
1832 in what is called the "Georgian" style though it is more aptly of 
Germanic High Renaissance influence. Columns circle around a statue, recently 
dubbed "Hannonie," and are capped by finials, the original having been 
designed by Pittsburgh artist, Joseph Woodwell. 

The Community Kitchen- A one-story frame structure located just north of 
the Feast Hall. The building is a reconstruction, but the stone counters 
are original as is the sink, benches and some of the foundation. 

There are a number of lesser structures at Old Economy. These include the 
Carriage House, a one-story frame structure which once served as a store. 
Adjacent to the Carriage House, and attached, to the west is a very small 
potting shed. There is also a cabinet shop which sits beside the Community 
Kitchen. 

Gardens were plentiful at Old Economy. Throughout the present interpretive 
facility are numerous plantings as well as a vineyard and formal gardens. 
(See both the accompanying map titled Old Economy and the Panoramic View 
of 14th Street, looking from the balcony of the Great House. All site 
locations are identified on this same map.) 

(Continued) 
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The Old Rappite Church (St. John's Church): Construction began on the church 
in 1825. The church is a brick building with central tower entrance topped 
with a clock tower belfrey and cupola. The church has a gabled roof which 
runs the length of the church. The church is located across Church Street 
opposite the Great House and was acquired by i t s present owners after the 
demise of the Rappite Society in 1905. 
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The Old Rappite Church (St~ John's Church): Constru~tion began on the church 
in 1825. The church is a brick building with central tower entrance topped 
with a clock tower belfrey and cupola. The church has a gabled roof which 
runs the length of the church. The church is located across Church Street 
opposite the Great House and was acquired by its present owners after the 
demise of the Rappite Society in 1905. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

—^ 800-1899 

J^ l 900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

—ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

JfcOMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

2LRELIGI0N 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

2LS0CIALyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1825-1905 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Of the many religiously inspired Utopian experiments in the United States during 
the 19th century, the Harmony Society's settlement at Economy in Pennsylvania 
was one of the most successful. Now restored by the Commonwealth, of Pennsyl­
vania, Economy reflects the zeal and productivity of the followers of the 
remarkable leader, George Rapp. 

Although quite successful at Harmony, the f i r s t settlement, th.e Harmonists 
sold the community and moved to Indiana where they founded a second colony 
and likewise named i t Harmony. This settlement became a thriving agricultural 
and commercial center. However, in 1824 the Rappites sold Harmony to Robert 
Owen, who renamed i t New Harmony and attempted to establish a secular Utopian 
society there. (See the National Historical Landmark f i l e on New Harmony 
Historic District.) 

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of la d in Beaver County, Pennsylvania. 
There they erected a th i r d village, which they named Economy. Primarily an 
industrial community. Economy became wealthy through i t s manufactures and i t s 
use of labor-saving machinery. Although the Society remained affluent, i t s 
numbers had greatly decreased by the 1860's. Gradually a l l the factories 
were closed down, and in 1902-03, the Society sold most of i t s land, re­
taining only three blocks. Finally, i n 1905, the Society was dissolved. 

In 1915 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania acquired the property, one and 
one-half blocks. This area, which includes 17 of the original Society sites, 
is administered by the State as an historical site and i s opened to the 
public. Today, Old Economy is a part of the town of Ambridge, which is 
located i n Beaver County, Pennsylvania. 

HISTORY 

Economy was the t h i r d and f i n a l home of the Rappites in America. The f i r s t 
settlement was located i n Butler County, Pennsylvania. After years of pro­
ductivity, the Rappites moved to Harmony, Indiana, where the second settle­
ment, bearing the same name of the town, was established. In Indiana the 
Harmonist quickly set about with the same enterprises as they had conducted 
with the same measure of success. However, in l i t t l e more than a decade the 
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X RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 
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_THEATER 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Of the many religiously inspired utopian experiments in the United States during 
the 19th century, the Harmony Society's settlement at Economy in Pennsylvania 
was one of the most successful. Now restored by the Commonwe~lth. of Pennsyl­
vania, Economy reflects the zeal and productivity of the followers of the 
remarkable leader, George Rapp. 

Although quite successful at Harmony, the first settlement, the Hannonists 
sold the coIIDI1unity and moved to Indiana where they founded a second colony 
and likewise named it -Harmony. This settlement became a thriving agricultural 
and commercial center. However, in 1824 the Rappites sold Harmony to Robert 
Owen, who renamed it New Hannony and attempted to establish. a secular utopian 
society there. (See the National Historical Landmark file on New Hannony 
Historic District.) 

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of la -din Beaver County, Pennsylvania. ~ 
There they erected a third village, which they named Economy. Primarily an 
industrial community, Economy became wealthy through. its manufactures and its 
use of labor-saving machinery. Although the Society remained affluent, its 
numbers had greatly decreased by the 1860's. Gradually all the factories 
were closed down, and in 1902-03, the Society sold most of its land, re-
taining only three blocks. Finally, in 1905, the Society was dissolved. 

In 1915 the CoIIDllonwealth of Pennsylvania acquired the property. one and 
one-half blocks. This area, which includes 17 of the original Society sites, 
is administered by the State as an historical site and is opened to the 
public. Today, Old Economy is a part of the town of Ambridge, which is 
located in Beaver County, Pennsylvania. 

HISTORY 

Economy was the third and final home of the Rappites in America. The first 
settlement was located in Butler County, Pennsylvania. After years of pro­
ductivity~ the Rappites moved to Hannony, Indiana, where the second settle­
ment, bearing the same name of the town, was established. In Indiana the 
Harmonist quickly set about with -the same enterprises as they had conducted 
with the same measure of success. However, in little more than a decade the 
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8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_x_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric ^_ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_x- architecture 
jc_ art 

commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 

_ engineering 
exploration/settlement 

jx.. industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates LJ24-1905 Bui lder /Archi tect The Harmony S o c i e t y 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Economy National Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining 
buildings of the Harmony Society's most successful settlement at 
Economy, Pennsylvania, i s significant as the most complete s i t e of this 
Important communitarian sect which had a significant Impact on the 
commercial, i n d u s t r i a l , and fi n a n c i a l worlds of 19th century America and 
an international Impact on so c i a l reformers of the era. At Economy, the 
Harmony Society achieved national recognition for i t s wool, cotton, and 
s i l k Industries and was known nationally In i t s commercial and f i n a n c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , including i t s pioneering role in the o i l Industry and i t s 
role in the construction of several railroads, among them the Pittsburgh 
and Lake E r i e . I t s three prosperous settlements at Harmony, PA, New 
Harmony, IN, and f i n a l l y at Economy served as models for other 19th 
century Utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarltes. Prominent socia l reformers and i n t e l l e c t u a l s Influenced by 
the Society's successful communal l i f e s t y l e include Robert Owen, Hegel, 
Byron, and Goethe. The Society's extraordinary productivity t e s t i f i e s 
both to the dedication of i t s members—who practised pacifism, communal 
sharing of property and wealth, and celibacy with a p i e t i s t i c belief in 
Christ's Second Comlng--and to the magnetism of leaders George and 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' intercessors with the 
outside world. One of the longest-lived of the many 19th century 
communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the 
deaths of Frederick and George Rapp in 1834 and 1847, the i n d u s t r i a l 
revolution, and a diminishing population. In 1905, one hundred years 
after i t s incorporation, the Society was o f f i c i a l l y dissolved. The 
remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic 
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

German p i e t i s t s from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America In 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other p i e t i s t groups, they believed in a more direct relationship with 
God than provided for in Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the 
role of the church, i t s ceremonies, and i t s dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelations and 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as s p i r i t u a l leader/prophet. I t 
held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind to I t s original 
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable c o n f l i c t within the 
Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and practice of 
celibacy, in particular—and George Rapp and his adopted son, Frederick, 
have been c r i t i c i z e d as being d i c t a t o r i a l , un-Christian, and even cruel 
in their treatment of Society members and management of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy and management aside, 
the Harmonists were able to combine a religious l i f e s t y l e with an 
extraordinary degree of economic success. 

8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-- 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
J _ 1800-1899 
- - 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
___ archeology-prehistoric _x _ community planning 
__ _ archeology-historic ___ conservation 
_ _ agriculture ___ economics 
-JL_ architecture ____ education 

___ landscape architecture ____ religion 
_ ___ law __ science 
____ literature ___ sculpture 
___ military ~ social/ 

_ _x__ art ___ engineering ___ music humanitarian 
__ theater . __ commerce 

__ communications 
___ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
_ _x_ industry __ politics/government 
____ invention 

_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1;_;2L1 -1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Economy National Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining 
buildings of the Harmony Society's most successful settlement at 
Economy, Pennsylvania, is significant as the most complete site of this 
important communitarian sect which had a significant impact on the 
commercial, industrial, and financial worlds of 19th century America and 
an international impact on social reformers of the era. At Economy, the 
Harmony Society achieved national recognition for its wool, cotton, and 
silk industries and was known nationally in its commercial and financial 
activities, including its pioneering role in the oil industry and its 
role in the construction of several railroads, among them the Pittsburgh 
and Lake Erie. Its three prosperous settlements at Harmony, PA, New 
Harmony, IN, and finally at Economy served as models for other 19th 
century utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites. Prominent social reformers and intellectuals influenced by 
the Society's successful communal lifestyle - include Robert Owen, Hegel, 
Byron, and Goethe. The Society's extraordinary productivity testifies 
both to the dedication of its members--who practised pacifism, communal 
sharing of .property and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief in 
Christ's Second Coming--and to the magnetism: of leaders George and 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' intercessors with the 
outside world. One of the longest-lived of the many 19th century 
communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the 
deaths of Frederick and George Rapp- in - 1834 · and 1847 1 the industrial 
revolution, and a diminishing population. In 1905, one hundred years 
after its incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The 
remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic 
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other pietist groups, they believed in a more direct relationship with 
God than provided for in Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the 
role of the church, its ceremonies, and its dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelations and 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as spiritual leader/prophet. It 
held that· Christ's return to earth would restore mankind - to its original 
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict within the 
Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and practice of 
celibacy, in particular--and George Rapp and his adopted son, Frederick, 
have beeri criticized as being dictatorial, un-Christian, and even cruel 
in their treatment of Society members and management of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy and management aside, 
the Harmonists were able to combine a re~igious lifestyle with an 
extraordinary degree of economic success. · 
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Rappites sold Harmony to Robert Owen, who was to rename i t New Harmony, and 
attempt a secular communalist colony there (see the National Historic Landmark 
f i l e on New Harmony Historic D i s t r i c t ) . Although malaria and the h o s t i l i t y of 
the neighbors perhaps induced, in part, the move, the Rappites apparently also 
wanted easier access to markets for their products. 

The new site. Economy, offered the Harmonists a better opportunity to sell 
their products, as i t was only thirteen miles north of Pittsburgh. Eventually 
acquiring a l i t t l e over 3,000 acres of land bordering the Ohio River, the new 
village was "now to be preeminently an industrial community. In 20 years the 
members had acquired s k i l l in certain lines of manufacturing. A reputation 
for the excellence of their wares had been established and a wide patronage 
had been acquired."^ 

As had occurred in the preceding moves, the Harmonists quickly erected a 
village and resumed their agricultural and commercial ac t i v i t i e s . By 1826, 
Economy had many houses, plus shops, mills, factories, and other structures, 
and some of the factories were already in operation. Some idea of the pro­
ductivity of the community is given by the fact that between 1826-31, the 
woolen factory at Economy produced $290,000 worth of goods. In the same 
period, the cotton factory manufactured about $80,000 worth of goods. In 
addition to these, other products, such as s i l k , whiskey, beer, wine, flour, 
and hats, were also made at Economy. The success of the community, indeed, 
aroused the wrath of some interests in Pittsburgh, a local paper complaining 
in 1829 that merchants had to purchase wool at "Economy prices." Because 
Economy was so d i f f i c u l t to compete with, the paper suggested that the Common­
wealth dissolve the society. Pennsylvania ignored that advice, and the 
Society continued to prosper, reaching a peak of prosperity in 1866. 

Despite i t s seeming affluence in 1866, which largely came from o i l lands that 
i t owned, the Society was already experiencing decline. A serious blow had 
been suffered i n 1831-32, when a bogus Count de Leon, passing as a Minister of 

^ John A. Bole, The Harmony Society (Philadelphia, 1904), p. 97. 
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Rappites sold Harmony to Robert Owen, who was to rename it New Harmony, and 
attempt a secular colIDilunalist colony there (see the National Historic Landmark 
file on New Harmony Historic District). Although malaria and the hostility of 
the neighbors perhaps induced, in part, the move, the Rappites apparently also 
wanted easier access to markets for their products. 

The new site, Economy, offered the Harmonists a better opportunity to sell 
their products, as it was only thirteen miles north of Pittsburgh. Eventually 
acquiring a little over 3,000 acres of land bordering the Ohio River, the new 
village was "now to be preeminently an industrial community. In 20 years the 
members had acquired skill in certain lines of manufacturing. A reputation 
for the excellence of their wares had been established and a wide patronage 
had been acquired. 11 1 

As had occurred in the preceding moves, the Harmonists quickly erected a 
village and resumed their agricultural and commercial activities. By 1826, 
Economy had many houses, plus shops, mills, factories, and other structures, 
and some of the factories were already in operation. Some idea of the pro­
ductivity of the community is given by the fact that between 1826-31, the 
woolen factory at Economy produced $290,000 worth of goods. In the same 
period, the cotton factory manufactured about $80,000 worth of goods. In 
addition to these, other products, such as silk, whiskey, beer, wine, flour, 
and hats, were also made at Economy. The success of the community, indeed, 
aroused the wrath of some interests in Pittsburgh, a local paper complaining 
in 1829 that merchants had to purchase wool at "Economy prices." Because 
Economy was so difficult to compete with, the paper suggested that the Common­
wealth dissolve the society. Pennsylvania ignored that advice, and the 
Society continued to prosper, reaching a peak of prosperity in 1866. 

Despite its seeming affluence in 1866, which largely crune from oil lands that 
it owned, the Society was already experiencing decline. A serious blow had 
been suffered in 1831-32, when a bogus Count de Leon, passing as a Minister of 

1 John A. Bole, The Harmony Society (Philadelphia, 1904), p. 97. 
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Christ sent to earth to punish the wicked, led about 250 members out of the 
Society. A l i t t l e over twenty years later, the drastic decrease in members, 
caused in part by the earlier defection, forced the abandonment of the s i l k 
manufactory. Subsequently, almost a l l other factories closed down, as 
membership continued to decline. In 1902-03 the Society sold most of i t s 
land, retaining only three blocks. Finally i n 1905 the Society was dissolved. 
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Christ sent to earth to ptmish the wicked, led about 250 members out of the 
Society. A little over twenty years later, the drastic decrease in members, 
caused in part by the earlier defection, forced the abandonment of the silk 
manufactory. Subsequently, almost all other factories closed down_ as 
membership continued to decline. In 1902-03 the Society sold most of its 
land, retaining only three blocks. Finally in 1905 the Society was dissolved. 
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The town of Ambridge once consisted of a great number of Economite structures. 
However, with the passage of time since the close of the society in the early 
years of this century (1905), these structures have been lost to renovation, 
alteration and destruction. 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has preserved about seventeen (17) structures 
on 4 acres which gives a good representation of the l i f e s t y l e of Old Economy. 
This property, inclusive of the Old Rappite Church, i s bounded as follows: 

Beginning at the juncture of Thirteenth and Church Streets proceed in a 
northerly direction along the west curb of Church Street to a point of inter­
section with the south boundary of the St. John's Church property extended 
west across Church Street, thence following that extended line east, then 
north, then west around said church property and west along the extended 
northem boundary of the church to a point of intersection with the west curb 
of Church Street, then proceed north again to the point of intersection with 
an alley, approximately 125 feet north of 14th Street, thence proceed in a 
westerly direction along the south side of this alley to a point of inter­
section with Ohioview Avenue, thence proceed in a southerly direction along 
the east edge of Ohioview Avenue to a point of intersection with Thirteenth 
Street, thence east along the north side of Thirteenth Street to the point 
of origin. 

This boundary is indicated in red on the accompanying map entitled Old 
Economy, Beaver County, Pennsylvania, drawn by Charles M. Stotz, July 1938 
and revised January 1943. The map was prepared for the Pennsylvania 
Historical Commission; also in black on the accompanying USGS quadrangle. 
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The town of Ambridge once consisted of a great number of Economite structures. 
However, with the passage of -time since the close of the society in the early 
years of this century (1905), these structures have been lost to renovation, 
alteration and destruction. 

The Commonweal th of Pennsylvania has preserved about seventeen (17) structures 
on 4 acres which gives a good representation of the lifestyle of Old Economy. 
This property, inclusive of the Old Rappite Church, is bollllded as follows: 

Beginning at the jllllcture of Thirteenth and Church Streets proceed in a 
northerly direction along the west curb of Church Street to a point . of inter­
section with the south boundary of the St. John's Church property extended 
west across Church Street, thence following that extended line east, then 
north, then west around said church property and west along the extended 
northern boundary of the church to a point of intersection with the west curb 
of Church Street, then proceed north again to the point of intersection with 
an alley, approximately 125 feet north of 14th Street, thence proceed in a 
westerly direction along the south side of this alley to a point of inter­
section with Ohioview Avenue, thence proceed in a southerly direction along 
the east edge of Ohioview Avenue to a point of intersection with Thirteenth 
Street, thence east along the north side of Thirteenth Street to the point 
of origin. 

This boundary is indicated in red on the accompanying map entitled Old 
Economy, Beaver County, Pennsylvania, drawn by Charles M. Stotz, July 1938 
and revised January 1943. The map was prepared for the Pennsylvania 
Historical Commission; also in black on the accompanying USGS quadrangle. 
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Boundary Information and Jus tifIcatioa , 

The towa of Aatbrld^ yi^ oaee ̂gi!w(̂ }jK%£>a9O0edt̂ >£eoaomite strxictures. 

However, with tlie passage of time since the close of the society la the 

early years of this century (I905), these structures have been lost 

to renoovation, alteration and distructioQ. 

The-S±»*e of Peaasylvania has preserved about seventeen (I7O -»î s on 

h acre^which gives a good representation of the lifestyle of 

Old Ecoaomy. This propertyy^is bounded as follows: ' 

Begiaaing at the juactiure of Thirteenth and Chiurch Streets proceed in a 

northerly direction along the west curb of Church Street to a point j^e^A*^^^"^'-''^^^ 

ij^Uf intersection with aa alley, approximateiJl25 feet ^^te^lhth. Street, % 

j thence proceed in a|| westerly direction along the south side of this ^ 

/ alley to a point,iihtrtxtirteiTr»inttK of intersection with Ohioview Ave., 

thence proceed in a southerly direction along the east edge of Ohioview 

Ave. to a point of intersection with Thirteenth Street, thence easjt 

i along the north side of Thirteenth Street to the point of origin. 

\ This boundary is indicated in red on the accompanying map entitled 
Old Economy, fi^o^ti^^.^., ?»,«-̂ N=.,̂  -Ut.^^ 1-̂  c£̂a.oJia./̂, S.TC-ZIJ^^^ /3r 'u-i 

J f / ' r a r a l l o l ullili lllL lIlJlllli I I T the St . John's Church property 

L. riiniiiiiimi ini'WMmiliw liiiiiiiilii I ien east, then north, then westô o..-̂  

/ 

, followingypjepiiUi'ty bnimdar^en east, then north, then we 

to a point of intersection with the west curb of Church Street, 

then proceed north again to the point-
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Boundarp Information and Jll3tification A 
' .. , ' ~ ~ -,ftf .. ~~'1 

The town ot. Ambridge ~ ooee ~...konomite .. structures. 

However, with .tbe passage of time since the close of the society in the 

early years of this century ( 1905) ,-- these structures aave been lost 

to rennovation, alteration and dtstruction. 

r. i~ ~ -l:~'-~ --;r:vv~ . 
The~ of Pennsylvania has preserved about seventeen ( 170 ~ on 

4 acre~which gives a good representation of tee lifert le of 
~ i I\ c/uis, ✓.- •.P -#he, ()/1/ fl.p L- 4,()rch 1 

Old: Economy. This propertyAis bounded as follows: 

Beginning at the juncture of Thirteenth and Church Streets proceed in a 

northerly direction along the west curb of Church Street to a point # ~ ,.,,.,L..,..,,_j,;..__ w:,,J.' 

.,,,..,f intersection witb an alley, approx1mat~}125 feet ;;;1,e-fl4tb Street, · · l 
/ thence proceed 1Q sf westerly direction along the soutb side of tbis ,§1 
/ alley to a point _v)lh:)rxtUu'B'n:i• of intersection with Ohioview Ave., 
' 

thence proceed in a southerly direction along the east edge of Ohioview 

Ave. to a point of intersection with Thirteenth Street, thence east 
~ 

along the north side of Thirteenth Street to the point of origin. 

.This boundary is indicated in red on the accompanying map entitled . 
Old Econom~, &1t-..rt.t.~1 ?~~-:,..-.,. ~ J~~<.J-.-.. •~ L~.,.-~~-ST~-.l'J}~:r 1_13 ~ <·, •• ..} ,v-. ._,...,_.,_,_ ,1 
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~ ~ \ w~c.-~ t · ~"'---·yl-1.. , 

-~ ,.L. ,~ ~ -l""'J o-6 
~ })a!ralleJ: tlth tliC soaah 4!:tnc &~ the St. John's Church property 

I 7\ - n.,..bJ J..>U1 ~ tl.,....,.J.,;w...t, rl,...;___._ ~ -

1 l.4.a ,;; followingere}Ui_f~ bound?] j;ss e_as.t, then north, 7~~n west o-<.:u-J 

\ t ;;' ~ -~ r;;r";; f<' i~e~;;'r 1:n •':ith~th~ ~ ;•r tc~ ~ f ~ Ch~r·~t St;~;;;:• 
\ 

then proceed north again to the poin~ 
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U n i t e d S t a t e s D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e I n t e r i o r 

National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions in How (o Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

For NPS UM only 

received 

dale entered 

historic Economy National Historic Landmark 

•nd/or common Old Economy/Ambridge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, 

street & number Economy Branch Beetline RR, and 16th Str.?et 

city, town Ambridge iLMviclnl ty of 

no; for publication 

state PA code 42 county Allegheny code 007 

3. Classif ication 
Category 
_ J L district 

buildlng(8) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 
private 

_JS_both 
Public Acquisition 
i i i ^ l n process 
JiZi^belng considered 

Status 
__x_ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 
X yes: unrestricted 

no 

Presant Usa 
agriculture 

X commercial 
IL educational 

entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

—2L museum 
parte 

X private residence 
X religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name Mul t ip le 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Cour thouse 

Street & number 

city, town Beaver state p; 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s tias this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1985 X federal state county local 

depository (or survey records I 1 c nal Pa 

city, town v:,;i sh i nm (•;r. 

United States Oep artmt: n t of the lntcrio : 
National Park Service For NPS UH only 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

See Instructions In How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 
hl1torlc Economy National Historic Landmark 

andtorcommon Old Economy/Ambridge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th St r ee t, 

~ ' street & number Ec onomy Bran ch Be e t 1 ine RR, and 16th St r •?et ' · .· not fo r publication --------------------------------- -
city, town Ambridge N / Avicinity of 

1t1te PA code 42 county Allegheny 

3. Classification 
Category 
~dl1trlct 
_ bulldlng(s) 
_ ,tructure 
_1lte 
_object 

Ownerahlp 
_public 
_private 
_x_both 
~lie Acquisition 
_Aln process 
_Nil.being considered 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied . 
_ work In progress 
Acce11lble 
~ yes: restricted 
---1L yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple 

street & number 

city, town _ vicinity of 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
~ commercial 
~ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ Industrial 
_mllltary 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Beaver state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

code 007 
• 

~ museum 
_park , 
---1L private residence 
---1L rellglous 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

title National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? X _ yes _no 

date 1985 __x__ federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records :,: ,, ~ i c, n a 1 r a r ~-- _,,_ . 

clty,town \-:a shin~t c r. 
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Condi t ion Chock one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

X good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Dascriba tha prasant and original (if known) physical appearance 

(SEE ATTACHED) 

I • 

Condition 
__ excellent 

- - - ------- - ------ - - - - - - --- - -·-·-
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__ unexposed 
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south, continuing south acrobs l o t h Street to a p o i n t . Proceed west along 

the south side of 16th Street to the northwest corner of the property of 68 

and 70 16th S t r e e t . Follow the west and south property l i n e s of t h i s 

p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south property l i n e s of the pro p e r t i e s 

f a c i n g 16th Street and across Church Street i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e to the east 

side of the s t r e e t . Follow the east side of Church St r e e t to a p o i n t 

opposite the north property l i n e of 1515 Church S t r e e t . Proceed west 

across Church Street i n a s t r a i j l i c l i n e and f o l l o w the n o r t h , west, and 

south property l i n e s of 1515 Church S t r e e t , continuing east across Church 

Street to a p o i n t . Proceed so.: . I m g the east side of Church Street to 

the southeast corner of Church and Laughlln Streets. Proceed west across 

Church Street i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , c o ntinuing west along the south side of 

Laughlln Street to the northwest corner of the property of 75 15th S t r e e t . 

Proceed south along the west property l i n e , c o ntinuing across 15th Street 

to a p o i n t . Proceed west along the south side of 15th Street to the 

northwest corner of the property of 70 15th S t r e e t . Follow the west 

property l i n e to the n o r t h edge of the Old Economy V i l l a g e property ( p a r c e l 

#12-01-301). Proceed west along the north edge of t h i s property, then 

south along the west property l i n e to the point of o r i g i n . 

The Harmonist cemetery, a discontiguous part of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t .  

I s located south of the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t near the northwest corner of  

Church and l l t h S t r e e t s . I t i s a rectangular l o t of approximately 1/4  

acre. I t s boundaries correspond to those of tax parcel #11-04-308.  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION! 

The boundaries of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t were selected to Include a l l 

of the confirmed extant Harmonist b u i l d i n g s that are on t h e i r o r i g i n a l 

-A-

south, co n ti n ui n g south a c r oss i o t h S treet to a point. Proceed west along 

the south side of 16th Str ee t t o the northwest corner of the property of 68 

and 70 16th S treet. Follow t l,e wes t and south property lines of this 

parcel, continuing east along the south property lines of the properties 

facing 16th Street and across Church Street in a straight line to the east 

aide of the street. Follow the east side of Church Street to a point 

opposite the north property line of 1515 Church Street. Proceed west 

across Church Street in~ st r :.ii_:ht lin e and follow the north, west, and 

south property lines of 1515 Church S treet, continuing east across Church 

Street to a p o in t . Proce ed s 0 , >, :1g the east side of Church Street to 

the southeast corner of Churc h and La ughlin Streets. Proceed west across 

Church Street in a straight line, continuing west along the south side of 

Laughlin Street to the northwest corner of the property of 75 15th Street. 

Proceed south along the west property line, continuing across 15th Street 

to a point. Proceed west along the south side of 15th Street to the 

northwest corner of the property of 70 15th Street. Follow the west 

property line to the north edge of the Old Economy Village property (parcel 

#12-01-301). Proceed west along the north edge of this property, then 

south along the west property line to the point of origin. 

The Harmonist cemetery, a discontiguous part of the historic district, 

is located south of the rest of the district near the northwest corner of 

Church and 11th Streets. It is a rectangular lot of approximately 1/4 

acre. Its boundarie s c o rrespond to those of tax parcel #11-04-308. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundaries of t h e histor i c di s trict were selected to include all 

of the confirmed ext an t Harm oJist bui ldings that are on their original 

-4-



s i t e s and t o exclude as many non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s as p o s s i b l e . The 

Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are d e f i n e d as those b u i l t by or f o r the Harmonists 

d u r i n g the p e r i o d of the S o c i e t y ' s e x i s t e n c e at Economy, 1824-1905. Most 

of these b u i l d i n g s were c o n s t r u c t e d i n the 1829-1840 p e r i o d , but some date 

t o the l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th c e n t u r y when the S o c i e t y was aging r a p i d l y 

and r e q u i r e d d i f f e r e n t t y p es of b u i l d i n g s . Because the H a r a o n l n s t s b u i l t 

t h e i r community as an I n t e g r a t e d whole, each c o n f i r m e d Harmonist b u i l d i n g 

on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e c o n t r i b u t e s to the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the d i s t r i c t . 

The i r r e g u l a r i t y of the d i s t r i c t boundary i s due to the nature of 

pos t-Haroicnist de ve loprae r. t . After 1905, much of the Harmony So c i e t y ' s 

property was sold to developers who were l a y i n g out the new adjacent s t e e l 

town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlln S t r e e t s were 

I n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist numbered s t r e e t s , and the new l o t s 

were q u i c k l y f i l l e d with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard l o t s were a l s o 

sold off at t h i s time, for houses. The r e s u l t i s a J u x t a p o s i t i o n of two 

types of a r c h i t e c t u r e : the nineteenth century b u i l d i n g s of Harmonists, and 

the modest, e a r l y twentieth century workers* houses of Ambridge. The 

d i s t r i c t boundary consequently extends f i n g e r - l i k e to include the remaining 

Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e s (along with the non-contributing houses b u i l t 

between Harmonist ones) but exclude the post-1905 s t r e e t s c a p e s . 

A s i n g l e , large vacant l o t between Laughlln and 16th S t r e e t s , north of 

Church S t r e e t has been included, because excluding i t would mean leaving a 

group of three Harmonist houses at the northeast corner of t h i s l o t 

I s o l a t e d from the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t as a discontiguous group. 

The s i t e s of three a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s which have been undertaken 

i n the d i s t r i c t are located w i t h i n the boundaries d i s c u s s e d here. 

-5-

sites and to exclude as many non-Harmonist buildings as possible. The 

Harmonist buildings are d e fined as those built by or for the Harmonists 

during the period of th e S ociety's existence at Economy, 1824-1905. Most 

of these buildings were c onstructed in the 1829-1840 period, but some date 

to the latter part of the 19th century when the Society was aging rapidly 

and required different types of buildings. Because the Bar■oninsts built 

their community as an integrated whole, each confirmed Barmonist building 

on its ori gi nal site c ont ribu tes to the significance of the district. 

The irregularity o f the d istrict boundary is due to the nature of 

po s t- Ha r ~c~ ~st develop m~ :: t . Af t e r 1905, much of the Harmony Society's 

property was sold to developers who were laying out the new adjacent steel 

town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlin Streets were 

inserted between the existing Harmonist numbered streets, and the new lots 

were quickly filled with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard lots were also 

sold off at this time, for houses. The result is a juxtaposition of two 

types of architecture: the nineteenth century buildings of Barmonists, and 

the modest, early twentieth century workers' houses of Ambridge. The 

district boundary consequently extends finger-like to include the remaining 

Barmonist streetscapes (along with the non-contributing houses built 

between Harmonist ones) but exclude the post-1905 streetscapes. 

A single, large vacant lot between Laughlin and 16th Streets, north of 

Church Street has been included, because excluding it would mean leaving a 

group of three Harmonist houses at the northeast corner of this lot 

isolated from the rest of the district as a discontiguous group. 

The s i t es of three a r c hae o logical studies which have been undertaken 

in the district ar e loc ~ t e<l wi th in the boundaries discussed here. 
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L;.'_ l o v n v i a s e v e r a l puiiips. Community bake ovens were d i s t r i b u t e o 

t h r o u g h o u t the town. 

The community garden, w i t h i t s a l l e g o r i c a l f i g u r e of Harmony and the 

G r o t t o s t r u c t u r e , r e f l e c t s the S o c i e t y ' s r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s as w e l l as i t s 

l o v e of n a t u r a l beauty. The landscape t h a t e x i s t s today I s o n l y a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of what once e x i s t e d — a deer park w i t h V i r g i n i a deer, 

l a b y r i n t h s , a second p a v l l l l o n , and p l a n t s and f l o w e r s t r a i n e d t o grow I n 

e l a b o r a t e p a t t e r n s . Grape v i n e s , now p r e s e n t o n l y on the b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n 

the museum complex, once were t r a i n e d to grow on a l l of the houses, where 

they were watered by r u n - o f f from the r o o f s . 

The S o c i e t y had w i d e - r a n g i n g impact on a r e g i o n a l and l o c a l s c a l e . 

The Economy H o t e l (no l o n g e r e x t a n t ) served a l a r g e number of t r a v e l l e r s , 

who stopped a t t h i s well-known spot a l o n g the P i t t s b u r g h - B e a v e r Road. Much 

of Economy's c o n s i d e r a b l e p u b l i c i t y came from the many t r a v e l l e r s ' accounts 

w r i t t e n by v i s i t o r s t o the h o t e l . 

I n v e s t m e n t s which had r e g i o n a l Impact I n c l u d e the P e n n s y l v a n i a o i l 

f i e l d s i n Warren County, where the Economy O i l Company b u i l t a r e f i n e r y and 

a 17-mile p i p e l i n e . I n Beaver County, the Harmonists bought the l a n d f o r 

the town of Beaver F a l l s , which i t l a i d out and promoted by b u i l d i n g a bank 

and s e v e r a l f a c t o r i e s . Geneva C o l l e g e l o c a t e d a t Beaver F a l l s due t o the 

e f f o r t s of the S o c i e t y . The S o c i e t y operated the Harmony B r i c k w o r k s and 

the Economy P l a n i n g M i l l C ompany, both a c t i v e c.l890. I t i n v e s t e d i n f o u r 

o t h e r r a i l r o a d s besides the S o c i e t y ' s ownership of the P i t t s b u r g h & Lake 

E r i e R a i l r o a d . 

Most of the Harmonists unique and i m p r e s s i v e landscape f e a t u r e s have, 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y , been l o s t . The heavy development of the o u t s k i r t s of 
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throughout the town. 

The community garden, with its allegorical figure of Harmony a nd t he 

Grotto structure, reflects the Society's religious beliefs as well as its 

love of natural beauty. The landscape that exists today is only a 

representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer, 

labyrinths, a second pavillion, and plants and flowers trained to grow in 

elaborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on the buildings wit ~in 

the museum complex, once were trained to grow on all of the houses, wher e 

the y were watered by run- o ff from the roofs. 

The Society had wide-ranging impact on a regional and local scale. 

The Economy Hotel (no longer extant) served a large number of travellers, 

who stopped at this well-known spot along the Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Much 

of Economy's considerable publicity came from the many travellers' accounts 

written by visitors to the hotel. 

Investments which had regional impact include the Pennsylvania oil 

fields in Warren County, where the Economy Oil Company built a refinery and 

a 17-mile pipeline. In Beaver County, the Harmonists bought the land for 

the town of Beaver Falls, which it laid out and promoted by building a bank 

and several factories. Geneva College located at Beaver Falls due to the 

efforts of the Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and 

the Economy Planing Mill Company, both active c.1890. It invested in fo u r 

other railroads besides the Society's ownership of the Pittsburgh & Lak e 

Erie Railroad. 

Most of the Harmonists unique and impressive landscape features hav e , 

unfortunately, been lost. The heavy development of the outskirts of 
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garend a t Old Economy V i l l a g e , w h i l e r e t a i n i n g the i m p o r t a n t P a v i l i o n ad 

G r o t t o s t r u c t u r e s , has seen e x t e n s i v e r e s t o r a t i o n . The o r i g i n a l town 

l a y - o u t remains d i s c e r n a b l e , however, and i s a major c o n t r i b u t i n g f e a t u r e 

of the d i s t r i c t today. 

Three a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s have been undertaken a t Economy I n the 

l a s t t w e n t y years on the grounds of the Old Economy V i l l a g e complex. 

R e l a t i v e l y narrow i n scope, these s t u d i e s d i d not produce any new 

i n f o r m a t i o n of g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e about the S o c i e t y ' s a c t i v i t e s , though 

a r t i f a c t s were uncovered. The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l of the d i s t r i c t 

remains c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

Due t o the demise of I n d u s t r y a t Economy, mounting expenses, and some 

bad i n v e s t m e n t s , debts accumulated i n the S o c i e t y ' s f i n a l decades. John S 

Duss, the l a s t a c t i v e T r u s t e e , r e s i g n e d i n 1903 i n f a v o r of h i s w i f e . Two 

years l a t e r Mrs. Duss f o r m a l l y d i s s o l v e d the S o c i e t y , which had o n l y t h r e e 

l i v i n g members. A subsequent l e g a l b a t t l e r e s u l t e d i n the S t a t e of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a " i n h e r i t i n g " the acreage and b u i l d i n g s of the present museum. 

Old Economy V i l l a g e . 

Since the d i s s o l u t i o n of the Harmony S o c i e t y , Economy has become p a r t 

of the l a r g e r , 20th c e n t u r y i n d u s t r i a l town t h a t s u p p l a n t e d i t , Ambridge. 

The r e s t o r e d museum complex p r o v i d e s an i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n t e x t f o r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s b e l i e f s and h i s t o r y . The Harmonist 

houses and o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s o u t s i d e the museum, encompassed by the 

N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark, p r o v i d e a more complete p h y s i c a l document of 

the S o c i e t y and i t s way of l i f e . 

1. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p . x v i i i . 
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garend at Old Economy Village, while retaining the importa nt Pavilion ad 

Grotto structures, has seen extensive restoration. The ori ? ina l town 

lay-out remains discernable, however, and is a major contributing feature 

of the district today. 

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Economy in the 

last twenty years on the grounds of the Old Economy Village complex. 

Relatively narrow in scope, these studies did not produce any new 

information of great significance about the Society's activites, though 

artifacts were uncovered. 

remains considerable. 

The archaeological potential of t he distr ict 

Due to the demise of industry at Economy, mounting expenses, and some 

bad investments, debts accumulated in the Society's final decades. Johns. 

Duss, the last active Trustee, resigned in 1903 in favor of his wife. Two 

years later Mrs. Duss formally dissolved the Society, which had only three 

living members. A subsequent legal battle resulted in the State of 

Pennsylvania "inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present museum, 

Old Economy Village. 

Since the dissolution of the Harmony Society, Economy has become part 

of the larger, 20th century industrial town that supplanted it, Ambridge. 

The restored museum complex provides an intellectual context for 

understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The Harmonist 

houses and other Society buildings outside the museum, encom passed by t hE 

National Historic Landmark, provide a more complete physical document of 

the Society and its way of life. 

1. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.xviii. 



2. Reibel, eiuiQe to Old Economy, p.42. 

3. "The National Importance of Old Economy and the Value of i t s 

Restoration," unpublished report submitted by Dr. Cecil K. Byrd, Chairmar., 

Indiana University; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Society; and 

Dr. Clyde C. Walton, I l l o n o i s State H i s t o r i c a l Society, August 15, 1957. 

A. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.469 

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania ,p. 194. 
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3. "The National Importance of Old Economy and the Value of its 

Restoration," unpublished report submitted by Dr. Ceci l K. Byrd, Chair ma~ , 

Indiana University; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio Historical Society; and 

Dr. Clyde c. Wal~on, Illonois State Historical Society, August 15, 1957. 

4. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio 1 p.469 

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania ,P• 194. 
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#10. V e r b a l boundary d e s c r i p t i o n and j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

B e g i n n i n g on the west sid e of the d i s t r i c t at the no r t h w e s t c o r n e r of 

Route 65 and 13th S t r e e t , proceed east along the n o r t h side of 13th S t r e e t 

t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the west s i d e of the p r o p e r t y of 98 13th S t r e e t . 

C r o s s i n g t he s t r e e t due s o u t h , f o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 

98 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east across Church S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed 

south a l o n g the east s i d e of Church S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the n o r t h 

s i d e of the p r o p e r t y of 99 12th S t r e e t . Crossin?; t h f s t r e e t due v/est, 

f o l l o w the n o r t h and west p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u i n g : south across 12th 

S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed west on the south side u i 12th S t r e e t to i t s 

I n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Route 65. F o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 70 

12th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east a l o n g the so u t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of the 

p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 12th S t r e e t t o the sout h e a s t corner of the p r o p e r t y of 

280 12th S t r e e t . Proceed n o r t h a l o n g the east p r o p e r t y l i n e and c o n t i n u e 

n o r t h across 12th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed east a l o n g the n o r t h s i d e of 

12th S t r e e t t o i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Merchant S t r e e t . (The p r o p e r t y of 

1198 Merchant S t r e e t — t a x p a r c e l # 1 1 - 0 4 - 6 1 1 — i s l o c a t e d a t the so u t h e a s t 

c o r n e r of t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n and i s a l s o i n c l u d e d i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , 

but i s d i s c o n t i g u o u s . ) Proceed n o r t h a long the west s i d e of Merchant 

S t r e e t t o the n o r t h e a s t c orner of the p r o p e r t y of 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 

F o l l o w the n o r t h and west p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u i n g south across Wagner 

S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed west along the south si d e of Wagner S t r e e t t o a 

p o i n t o p p o s i t e the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t . C r o s s i n g the 

s t r e e t due n o r t h , f o l l o w the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t t o 

the south p r o p e r t y l i n e of 272 13 t h S t r e e t . Proceed ? i f along the south 

p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 13th S t r e e t , i n c l u d i n g t he 
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#10. Verbal boundary description and justi fication 

Beginning on the west side of the district at the northwest corn e r of 

Route 65 and 13th Street, pro c eed east alon g t he n 0 r th side o f 13th St r~ et 

to a point opposite the west side of the propert y of 98 13th Street. 

Crossing the street due south, follow the west and south property lines of 

98 13th Street, continuing east across Church Street to a point. Proceed 

south along the east side of Church Street to a point opposite the north 

side of the property of 99 12th St re et. C r o s s i n ;_· ~ ; , r s t r e ~ t ,j •J •= ·,1 •! s t , 

follo~ the no rth and west propert y lines, con t in uj~ ? sou th across 12th 

Street to a point. Proceed west o n the sout h s i d[ 0i 12 t h S tr ee t t o its 

intersection with Route 65. Follow the west and so uth property lines of 70 

12th Street, continuing east along the south property lines of the 

properties facing 12th Street to the southeast corner of the property of 

280 12th Street. Proceed north along the east property line and continue 

north across 12th Street to a point. Proceed east along the north side of 

12th Street to its intersection with Merchant Street. (The property of 

1198 Merchant Street--tax parcel #11-04-611--is located at the southeast 

corner of this intersection and is also included in the historic district, 

but is discontiguous.) Proceed north along the west side of Merchant 

Street to the northeast corner of the property of 1221 Merchant Street. 

Follow the north and west property lines, c o ntinuin g south across Wagner 

Street to a point. Proceed west along the south sid e of Wagner Street to a 

point opposite the east property line of 12 1 6 Ch u r ch S treet. Crossing the 

street due north, follow the east property line of 1216 Church Street to 

the south property line of 272 13th S t r e e t . Pr o c ee ~ ,? ,_.:;t· Al o ng the south 

property li nes o f all the properties fa c i ne 13 t h Street , including the 
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p r o p e r t y at the southeast corner of i j t ri Hnd .".ercnant S t r e e t s , c o n t i n u i n g 

east across Merchant S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e to the southwest c o r n e r of 

the p r o p e r t y of 1240 Merchant S t r e e t . F ollow t h i s south p r o p e r t y l i n e east 

t o the west s i d e of 308 13th S t r e e t . F o l l o w t h i s p r o p e r t y l i n e s o uth and 

then e a s t , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of the p r o p e r t i e s 

f a c i n g 1 3 t h S t r e e t t o the s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r of the p r o p e r t y of 336 1 3 t h 

S t r e e t . F o l l o w the east s i d e of t h i s p r o p e r t y n o r t h t o 13th S t r e e t . 

Proceed west on the south side of 13th Strf e ^ t to the southwest c o r n e r of 

13th and Church S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across 13th 

S t r e e t , c o r . t i n u i n g n o r t h along the west ?: Church S t r e e t to a p o i n t 

o p p o s i t e the n o r t h s i d e of Creese S t r e e t . Proceed east i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e 

across Creese S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the n o r t h s i d e of Creese S t r e e t t o a p o i n t 

o p p o s i t e t h e west p r o p e r t y l i n e of 273 13th S t r e e t . C r o s s i n g the s t r e e t i n 

a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the s o u t h , f o l l o w the west, s o u t h , and east p r o p e r t y 

l i n e s of 273 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across Creese 

S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e of S t . 

John's L u t h e r a n Church, then f o l l o w the east p r o p e r t y l i n e t o the south 

p r o p e r t y l i n e of 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . Proceed east along t h i s p r o p e r t y 

l i n e , and t h e n n o r t h along the east p r o p e r t y l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h i n a 

s t r a i g h t l i n e across 14th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed east along the n o r t h 

s i d e of 1 4 t h S t r e e t to a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the west p r o p e r t y l i n e of 312 14th 

S t r e e t . Proceed due south across 14th S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the west and 

south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 312 14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south 

p r o p e r t y l i n e s of those b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t to the s o u t h e a s t 

c o r n e r of the p r o p e r t y of 324 14th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the east and n o r t h 

p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g west to a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the east 
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pr o p e r tJ a t the s o ut h1::as l cu r ner of lJ t r, ;; ; ic :'.l: rchant S treets, continuin6 

east across Merchant Street in a stra igh t l ine to the southwest corner of 

the property of 1240 Me r c h a nt Street. Foll0~ t ~ is s o uth property line east 

to the west side of 308 13th Street. Foll o w this property line south and 

then east, continuing east along the south property lines of the properties 

facing 13th Street to the southeast corner of the property of 336 13th 

Street. Follow the east side of this property north to 13th Street. 

Proceed we st o n the south s i de of 13th St rr •:t t r, th e southwest corner of 

13th and Church Streets. Pr o ceed north i n a s~ ra i g ht lin e across 13th 

Street, co ~t inuing north a l ong t he we st s: · Chu r c h Stre e t to a point 

opposite the north side of Creese Street. P r o~ee d east in a straight line 

across Creese Street, and follow the north side of Creese Street to a point 

opposite the west property line of 273 13th Street. Crossing the street in 

a straight line to the south, follow the west, south, and east property 

lines of 273 13th Street, continuing north in a straight line across Creese 

Street to a point. Proceed east along the south property line of St. 

John's Lutheran Church, then follow the east property line to the south 

property line of 274 and 280 14th Street. Proceed east along this property 

line, and then north along the east property line, continuing north in a 

straight line across 14th Street to a point. Proceed east along the north 

side of 14th Street to a point opposite the west property line of 312 14th 

Street. Proceed due south across 14th Street, and follow the west and 

south property lines of 312 14th Stre e t, co nti~u in g east along the south 

property lines of those buildings facing 14th Stre~t to the southeast 

corner of the property of 324 14t h St r e et. Follo w the east and north 

property lines of this parcel, c on tin u i ~g ~est : o a p o int opposite the east 

-2-



property l i n e of 317 lAth Street. Proceed due north across 14th Street and 

follow the east and north property lines of 317 14th Street, continuing 

west along the south side of Boyleston Street to the west side of Church 

Street. Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point 

opposite the south property line of 100 15th Street. Proceed east across 

Church Street In a straight l i n e , continuing east along the south property 

lines of the properties facing 15th Street to the southeast corner of the 

property of 286 15th Street. Proceer' rth along the east property l i n e , 

continuing north across 15th Street lo n straight line to a point. Proceed 

east along the north side of 15th S t i c c . to the northeast corner of 15th 

and Merchant Streets. Proceed south across 15th Street in a straight l i n e , 

continuing south along the east side of Merchant Street to the southwest 

corner of the property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow the south and then 

the east property l i n e s , continuing north along the east property lines of 

the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street in a 

straight l i n e to the northeast corner of the property of 1500 Merchant 

Street. Proceed due west along the north property l i n e , continuing west 

across Merchant Street along the south side of Laughlln Street to a point 

opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlln Street. Proceed west in a 

straight line to the southwest corner of the property of 288 16th Street. 

Proceed east in a straight line along the south property lines of 288 and 

296 16th Street to the west side of Merchant Street. Follow the east and 

then north property lines of 296 16th Street to a point opposite the east 

property l i n e of parcel #12-05-516 (no address; situated at the northwest 

corner of 16th and Merchant S t r e e t s ) . Proceed due north across 16th 

Street, and follow the property lines of parcel #12-05-516 north, west, and 
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property line of 3 17 14th Street, Yr oc ee d due north across 14th Street and 

follow the east and north property lines of 317 14th Street, continuing 

we s t along the south side of Boyl es t on St reet to the west side of Church 

Street. Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point 

opposite the south property line of 100 15th Street. Proceed east across 

Church Street in a straight line, continuing east •long the south property 

lines of the properties facing 15th Street to the southeast corner of the 

property of 286 15th Str ee t. Pr oce e2 -, ~ t h alo~g th e ea~ t pr operty line, 

continuing north a c r uss 1 5th Stre e t i r ~ s t r a i g ht line to a point. Proceed 

east along the north si de of 15t h S t rc c , L V t he n o rtheast corner of 15th 

and Merchant Streets. Proceed south ac ross 15th Street in a straight line, 

continuing south along the east side of Merchant Street to the southwest 

corner of the property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow the south and then 

the east property lines, continuing north along the east property lines of 

the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street in a 

straight line to the northeast corner of the property of 1500 Merchant 

Street. Proceed due west along the north property line, continuing west 

across Merchant Street along the south side of Laughlin Street to a point 

opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlin Street. Proceed west in a 

straight line to the southwest corner of the property of 288 16th Street. 

Proceed east in a straight line along the south property lines of 288 and 

296 16th Street to the west side of Merchant Street. Follow the east and 

then north property lines of 296 16th Street to a point opposite the east 

property line of parcel #12-05-516 (no address; situated at the northwest 

corner of 16th and Merch an t Streets ). Proc ee d due north across 16th 

Street, and follow the prop erty li n e s of pa r c el #12-05-516 north, west, and 
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Landscape f e a t u r e s such as gardens, o r c h a r d s , l a b y r i n t h s , a deer park, 

e t c . t h a t were once p a r t of the community are no l o n g e r e x t a n t , w i t h the 

e x c e p t i o n of the l a r g e l y r e c r e a t e d garden of Old Economy V i l l a g e . Other 

landscape f e a t u r e s were l o c a t e d o u t s i d e the proposed d i s t r i c t on l a n d t h a t 

has now been densely developed f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial use, or 

w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t on l a n d which has s i n c e been developed. The o n l y 

s i g n i f i c a n t landscape f e a t u r e s r e m a i n i n g , t h e n , are encompassed i n the 

boundaries discus'? ' ": ' ^ r r . 

•6-

Landscap e f e a tures such as gardens, orchards, labyrinths, a deer park, 

etc. that were once part of the community are no longer extant, with the 

exception of th e l ar3e l y recreated garden of Old Economy Village. Other 

landscape features were located outside the proposed district on land that 

has now been densely developed for residential and commercial use, or 

within the district on .land which has since been developed. The only 

significant landscape features remaining, then, are encompassed in the 

b oundari es discu s s ·· 1 :•' r ,· . 
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II1 , b e b c r i p t i o n 

The Economy N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark i s s i t u a t e d a long the Ohio 

R i v e r a p p r o x i m a t e l y 18 m i l e s northwest of T i t t s b u r g h , Pennsylvania i n the 

Borough of Ambridge. I t c o n t a i n s the r e m a i n i n g b u i l d i n g s of the Harmony 

S o c i e t y , a German communitarian sect who s e t t l e d t h e r e i n 1825 and b u i l t 

^ the complex community they would occupy u n t i l the S o c i e t y ' s d l s ^ c / u t l o n i n 

1905. The a p p r o x i m a t e l y 30-acre h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t l i e s on a l e v e l p l a i n 

midway between the r i v e r b a n k and h i l l s r i s i n p the e a s t . I t i n c l u d e s 

Old Economy V i l l a g e , a f o u r - a c r e museum corapley owned and operated by the 

Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a , c o n t a i n i n g mor.. : . .:: a dozen major Harmonist 

b u i l d i n g s . S u r r o u n d i n g the museum on t h r e e sides i s a g r i d of seven major 

s t r e e t s l i n e d w i t h over 90 Harmonist houses and o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , 

each of which are p r i v a t e l y owned and serve m o s t l y as r e s i d e n c e s . 

The community's o r i g i n a l p h y s i c a l core i s s t i l l l a r g e l y I n t a c t , 

c o n s i s t i n g of e i g h t s t r e e t s l a i d out by the Harmonists: two ru n n i n g 

n o r t h - s o u t h (Church and Merchant S t r e e t s ) and f i v e r u n n i n g east-west ( 1 2 t h 

t h r o u g h 16th S t r e e t s ) . Four narrower s t r e e t s , a l s o r u n n i n g east-west, 

were I n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist ones i n the e a r l y 2 0 t h 

c e n t u r y . These newer s t r e e t s occupy what were o r i g i n a l l y the i n t e r i o r s of 

the Harmonist b l o c k s , areas r e s e r v e d f o r household gardens and u t i l i t y 

sheds. To the e x t e n t p o s s i b l e , they have been d e l e t e d from the N a t i o n a l 

H i s t o r i c Landmark d i s t r i c t , r e s u l t i n g i n the f i n g e r - l i k e d i s t r i c t boundary 

c o n f i g u r a t i o n proposed h e r e i n . 

The i n t e r s e c t i o n of 14th and Church S t r e e t s was the f u n c t i o n a l c e n t e r 

of Economy. S i t e d along F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t were rrany of the S o c i e t y ' s 

i m p o r t a n t community, p u b l i c , and r e s i d e n t i a l h u i l d i n g s , i n c l u d i n g the 
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u7 . ~ebcripti on 

The Economy National Historic Landmar k is situated along the Ohio 

River approximately 18 mile s n o rthwest of P ittsburgh , Pennsylvania in the 

Borough of Ambridge. It contains the remainin g buildings of the Harmony 

Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there in 1825 and built 

/ the complex community they would occupy until the Society's distJution in 

1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district lies on a level plain 

midway between the riverbank and hills ri sin r ~ - th e east. It includes 

Old Economy Village, a four-acre museum compl e~ own ed and operated by the 

Commonwe alth of Pennsylvani a , containing mo r ( ~ doz en major Harmonist 

buildings. Surrounding the museum on three sides is a grid of seven major 

streets lined with over 90 Harmonist houses and other Harmonist buildings, 

each of which are privately owned and serve mostly as residences. 

The community's original physical core is still largely intact, 

consisting of eight streets laid out by the Harmonists: two running 

north-south (Church and Merchant Streets) and five running east-west (12th 

through 16th Streets). Four narrower streets, also running east-west, 

were inserted between the existing Harmonist ones in the early 20th 

century. These newer streets occupy what were originally the interiors of 

the Harmonist blocks, areas reserved for household gardens and utility 

sheds. To the extent possible, they have been deleted from the National 

Historic Landmark district, resulting in t he fi nge r-like district boundary 

configuration proposed herein. 

The intersection of 14th and Church Streets was the functional center 

of Economy. Sited along Fourteenth Stree~ were ~ an y of the Society's 

important community, public, and r esi denti2l huildings , including the 
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c :. .. i . j . t ' j I e o I i. _ - ̂  , e e r . ̂  .•: _ ^ , a A r.-1._ s ̂  e a de r 

Frederick Rapp's house, the t a i l o r shop w i t h i t s large wine c e l l a r , and 

the p u b l i c h o t e l and tavern. A l l of t h r-e b u i l d i n g s except the tavern are 

extant. 

With the exception of the church, the major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s w i t h 

p a r t i c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l character are located w i t h i n the museum complex, 

west of Church Street spanning 14th S t r e e t . The museum complex i s the 

r e s u l t of major r e s t o r a t i o n work underta" en by the State of Pennsylvania 

between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the complex i s the Feast H a l l 

(completed c.1828), the b u i l d i n g that v , r r e than any other except 

perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' c e n t r a l meeting place. I t s 50' x 96' 

second f l o o r h a l l was used f o r the Society's four annual c e l e b r a t i o n s , and 

the b u i l d i n g also housed a school room, l i b r a r y , music room, museum, and 

drawing school. I t s steep gambrel roof i s a Germanic feat u r e used i n 

other s i g n i f i c a n t , though no longer e x t a n t . Harmonist b u i l d i n g s erected at 

about the same t i m e — t h e cotton m i l l and the h o t e l . I t s c l a s s i c a l 

entrance f u r t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t from a l l the other Society b u i l d i n g s 

except the founder's house. I n s i d e , the b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e l l i n g of the 

h a l l , w i t h i t s attached chamferred p i l a s t e r s and shallow w a l l arches, 

echoes that i n the Church. The shallow arches are also seen In the 

two-story porch of the Great House and the h o t e l . 

Germanic influence may also be seen i n the Granary ( c . l 8 3 2 ) , another 

of the l a r g e s t remaining Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t s f i r s t f l o o r i s b u i l t of 

exposed wood members I n f i l l e d w i t h stone. The wood members are c l e a r l y 

numbered w i t h Roman numerals for ease of c o n s t r u c t i o n . This numbering 

system was used i n the c o n s t r u.: t i c of the houses as w e l l , although the 
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Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor sh o p wi th it s large wine cellar, and 

the public hotel an d t ave rn. 

extant. 

All of th 0 ce bui l d i ngs except the tavern are 

With the exception of the church, the major Harmonist buildings with 

particular architectural character are located within the museum complex, 

west of Church Street spanning 14th Street. The museum complex is the 

result of major restoration work undert a ':en by the State of Pennsylvania 

between 1938 and 1965. At the entranc e to the complex is the Feast Hall 

( c om p 1 e t e d c • 1 8 2 8 ) , t h e bu i 1 d i n g t h a t ,.· · r~ r e than a ny o ther except 

perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' ce n t ral meeting place. Its 50' X 96' 

second floor hall was used for the Society's four annual celebrations, and 

the building also housed a school room, library, music room, museum, and 

drawing school. Its steep gambrel roof is a Germanic feature used in 

other significant, though no longer extant, Harmonist buildings erected at 

about the same time--the cotton mill and the hotel. Its classical 

entrance further distinguishes it from all the other Society buildings 

except the founder's house. Inside, the barrel-vaulted ceiling of the 

hall, with its attached chamferred pilasters and shallow wall arches, 

echoes that in the Church. The shallow arches are also seen in the 

two-story porch of the Great House and the hotel. 

Germanic influence may also be seen in t h e Granary (c.1832), another 

o f the largest remaini ng Har monist buildi~ [S , Its first floor is built of 

exposed wood members infilled with stone. The wood members are clearly 

numbered with Roman num e rals f o r e as e o f co ns t ruction. This numbering 

s y s t em w a s u s e d i n t h e c o n s t r u .: t i c , . o : t L c h ~· .; s e s a s we 11 , a 1 though the 
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The Great House ( c . 1 8 2 6 ) , home of founder George Rapp and h i s adopted 

son F r e d e r i c k , the community's business l e a d e r , r e f l e c t s the Harmonists' 

d e s i r e to b u i l d " i n the American manner," a l t h o u g h i t shows German 

I n f l u e n c e i n the c l i p p e d gables of the r o o f . Though by no means o r n a t e , 

the Great House f e a t u r e s numerous a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s not found 

elsewhere I n the community: c l a s s i c a l f r o n t i s p i e c e s , carved stone s t e p s , 

d e c o r a t i v e transoms, a t w o - s t o r y r e a r p o r c h , and on the I n t e r i o r , a 

c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e w i t h carved bar.nl^^ter, and f u r n i s h i n g s from 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . Here v i s i t o r s wer. t i - r t a i n e d by the Rapps and members of 

the S o c i e t y . 

Other major b u i l d i n g s l o c a t e d on the museum grounds are the community 

k i t c h e n , s i t e d beside the Feast h a l l and used when c e l e b r a t i o n s were h e l d 

i n t h a t b u i l d i n g ; c a b i n e t and t a i l o r shops; a s t o r e ; and a warehouse. 

These b u i l d i n g s are a l l of s i m p l e d e s i g n , w i t h the l a r g e r b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 

1 4 t h S t r e e t b u i l t of b r i c k ( t a i l o r shop and s t o r e ) and the s m a l l e r 

b u i l d i n g s behind them b u i l t of wood ( c a b i n e t shop and warehouse). The 

t a i l o r shop i s n o t a b l e f o r the l a r g e v a u l t e d wine c e l l a r , w i t h e x c e e d i n g l y 

f i n e stonework, t h a t i s i t s basement. 

The Harmonist c h u r c h , l o c a t e d j u s t across Church S t r e e t from Old 

Economy V i l l a g e , i s one of the d i s t r i c t ' s most s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , both 

as the f o c a l p o i n t of the S o c i e t y ' s s p i r i t u a l l i f e and as a work of 

a r c h i t e c t u r e . With i t s t a l l , t i e r e d c u p o l a / c l o c k tower, housing the 

S o c i e t y ' s p e c u l i a r one-handed c l o c k , i t i s the d i s t r i c t ' s most conspicuous 

b u i l d i n g . B u i l t from 1828-1831, the church's design has h i s t o r i c a l l y been 

c r e d i t e d to F r e d e r i c k R^pp, i r i e n , have the designs of a l l the o t h e r 
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The Great House (c.182 6) , home of founder George Rapp and his adopted 

son Frederick, the communit y ' c; husiness leader, reflects the Harmonists' 

desire to build "in the Ameri can manne r," although it shows German 

influence in the clipped gables of the roof. Though by no means ornate, 

the Great House features numerous architectural detail• not found 

elsewhere in the community: classical frontispieces, carved stone steps, 

decorative transoms, a two-story rear porch, and on the interior, a 

central staircas e ~i th carve d b i, ~~ ~~L€r , and furnishings from 

Philadelphia. 

the Society. 

Here v isitor s ~~ r , L::~rca ined by the Rapps and members of 

Other major buildings located on the museum grounds are the community 

kitchen, sited beside the Feast hall and used when celebrations were held 

in that building; cabinet and tailor shops; a store; and a warehouse. 

These buildings are all of simple design, with the larger buildings facing 

14th Street built of brick (tailor shop and store) and the smaller 

buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop and warehouse). The 

tailor shop is notable for the large vaulted wine cellar, with exceedingly 

fine stonework, that is its basement. 

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Old 

Economy Village, is one of the district's most significant buildings, both 

as the focal point of the Soci e t y 's s p iritual life and as a work of 

architecture. With its tall, tiered cupo la/clock tower, housing the 

Society's peculiar one-handed c~ock, it is the district's most conspicuous 

building. Built from 1828-18 3 1, the church's design has historically been 

credited t o Frederic k r ....... ""' 
I \. :,_. ~1 • 't .:: .: , hav e the designs of all the other 
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major hcir.-.oiiist buiio.: . i t t x i i i t i i t s t y p i c a l Harmonist features on i t s 

w e l l - p r e s e r v e d i n t e r i o r , such as a barre1-vau1ted c e i l i n g and attached 

chamfered p i l a s t e r s wit!, shall.ow w a l l arches. Because i t s use has 

remained the same, the church has had r e l a t i v e l y few a l t e r a t i o n s and I s 

the best preserved Harmonist b u i l d i n g outside the grounds of the museum. 

Though the ambience of 19th c e n t u r y Economy may best be a p p r e c i a t e d 

w i t h i n Old Economy V i l l a g o - P o d the Church, the e x t e n t and d u r a t i o n of the 

Harmonist community and town plan i s seen best i n the s u r r o u n d i n g 

r e s i d e n t i a l area. This : . . the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a d i s t i n c t appearance 

and atmosphere due to the homogeneity of the Harmonist houses and t h e i r 

r e g u l a r s p a c i n g along the s t r e e t s . B u i l t e i t h e r of l o c a l l y made b r i c k or 

of wood l a p s i d i n g , the houses are almost a l l two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , w i t h 

a 3x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , gable r o o f s w i t h the r o o f r i d g e r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l 

t o the s t r e e t , and doors t h a t open onto the si d e garden r a t h e r than the 

s t r e e t . There are 30 e x t a n t b r i c k houses and 34 e x t a n t frame houses i n 

the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . A l l but one of the frame houses has been covered 

w i t h modern s i d i n g (aluminum, i n s u l b r l c k , a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s , permastone, 

and modern b r i c k are a l l r e p r e s e n t e d h e r e ) . The b r i c k houses have 

r e s i s t e d camouflage and are the most r e c o g n i z a b l y H armonist. 

The Harmonists used methods of c o n s t r u c t i o n at Economy t h a t they had 

used i n t h e i r two p r e v i o u s s e t t l e m e n t s at Harmony, PA and New Harmony, IN. 

I n t h e i r braced-frame system of c o n s t r u c t i o n , each f l o o r was framed as an 

Independent u n i t . Rather than a r o o f r i d g e p o l e , each set of r a f t e r s was 

c o n s t r u c t e d as an independent t r u s s w i t h the c e i l i n g r a f t e r as i t s bottom 

c h o r d . The chimney, b u i l t as a s t r u c t u r a l l y Independent u n i t , ran 
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major i1e1r ::.v 11i.s t bu iJ ,:; , · i t .._ x r: i t1 i t s t y p i c a l H a r mo n i s t f e a t u r e s on i t s 

well-preserved interior, such as a barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached 

ch am f e re d pi 1 asters w i t l, ~ l, ,, 1 1 ., ..... w a 11 a r c: hes • Because its use has 

remained the same, the church has had relatively few alterations and is 

the best preserved Harmonist building outside the grounds of the museum. 

Though the ambience of 19th century Economy may best be appreciated 

within Old Economy Villa g,- ;=. ·,,~ the Church, the extent and duration of the 

Harmonist community and t o~ ~ plan is seen best in the surrounding 

residenti al ar e a . Thi s - t ): e d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a d i s t i n c t a p p e a r a n c e 

and atmosphere due to the h o~og e neity of the Harmonist houses and their 

regular spacing along the streets. Built either of locally made brick or 

of wood lap siding, the houses are almost all two stories in height, with 

a 3x2 bay configuration, gable roofs with the roof ridge running parallel 

to the street, and doors that open onto the side garden rather than the 

street. There are 30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses in 

the historic district. All but one of the frame houses has been covered 

with modern siding (aluminum, insulbrick, asphalt shingles, permastone, 

and modern brick are all represented here). The brick houses have 

resisted camouflage and are the most recognizably Harmonist. 

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Economy that they had 

used in their two previ ous settlements at Harmony, PA and New Harmony, IN. 

In their braced-frame s ys te m of construction, each floor was framed as an 

independent unit. Rather than a roof ridgepole, each set of rafters was 

constructed as a n ind epen dent truss with the ceiling rafter as its bottom 

chord. The chi mney , ~u ! i t as a st ructurally independent unit, ran 
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diagonally tnroufcU t:ie house's a t t i c in order to e x i t the roof at the 

ridge, where f l a s h i n g was unnecessary. Those o r i g i n a l chimneys, that 

renain, are of squat proportions and are s i t u a t e d j u s t o f f - c e n t e r along 

the roof r i d g e . I n s u l a t i o n i n the form of "dutch b i s c u i t s " — s l a t s of wood 

wrapped with mud and s t r a w — w e r e used, and b r i c k was placed between the 

w a l l studs on the f i r s t f l o o r of frame b u i l d i n g s . 

The house p l a n , b a s i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l I n a l l of the houses, c o n s i s t e d 

of t h r e e rooms on enr': f l o o r , two sm a l l rooms and one l a r g e one. On the 

f i r s t f l o o r , these were an e n t r y h a l l ( c o n t a i n i n g the s t a i r c a s e ) , k i t c h e n , 

and l a r g e r l i v i n g / s l ! : . ; ! ' ; ^ f,pace. Bedrooms were on the second f l o o r . A 

shed-roofed a d d i t i o n , one-room wide, i s a t t a c h e d t o n e a r l y a l l of the 

b r i c k houses. Of wood l a p s i d i n g , these sheds have s t u d s numbered I n the 

t y p i c a l Harmonist f a s h i o n . 

The e x t e r i o r of the b r i c k houses v c r e designed w i t h s e v e r a l f e a t u r e s 

which were b o t h f u n c t i o n a l and a t t r a c t i v e ; most of the b r i c k houses r e t a i n 

a t l e a s t some of these f e a t u r e s . The simple facade o f common bond b r i c k 

was e n l i v e n e d w i t h j a c k arches above windows and do o r s , and a c o r b e l l e d 

c o r n i c e on the long s i d e s of the house. Doorways were r a t h e r deeply 

recessed, and shared the same wood surround of m u l t i p l e beading as the 

windows. The doors themselves were s i x p a n e l l e d . 

The c o n s i d e r a b l e garden and yard space of each house i n c l u d e d a 

m u l t i p l e - r o o m wood shed t h a t housed a p r i v y , work-space, and an 

a n i m a l - s t a l l . 

I n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h the houses were Harmonist b u i l d i n g s s e r v i n g o t h e r 

f u n c t i o n s , such a? a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e , workshops f o r t he making of b a r r e l s 

and h a t s , a wagcn. shed, and a wine press house. The s m a l l e r 
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d iago n a l l y t h r out:- 1' i. !: c ho us e 's atti c in order to exit the roof at the 

ridge, where flashi ng wa s unnecessary. Those original chimneys, that 

re ca in, are of s qu a t p r op o rti o ns and are situated just off-center along 

the roof ridge. Insulation in the form of "dutch biscuits"--slats of wood 

wrapped with mud and straw--were used, and brick was placed between the 

wall studs on the first floor of frame buildings. 

The house plan, basically identical in all of the houses, consisted 

o f t h r e e rooms o n e ," :-- 1
• f 1 0 o r , two s ma 11 rooms and one 1 a r g e one . On the 

first floor, the s e \,;' (-rte' a,1 entry hall (containing the staircase), kitchen, 

a n d 1 a r 6 e r 1 i v i n g / s l t ,_ : ~ - : ::c f, p a c e • Bedrooms were on the second flo o r. A 

shed-roofed addition, one -room wide, is attached to nearly all of the 

brick houses. Of wood lap siding, these sheds have studs numbered in the 

typical Harmonist fashion. 
u.r-~ 

The exterior of the brick houses _we-P-e designed with several features 

which were both functional and attractive; most of the brick houses retain 

at least some of these features. The simple facade of common bond brick 

was enlivened with jack arches above windows and doors, and a corbelled 

cornice on the long sides of the house. Doorways were rather deeply 

rece~sed, and shared the same wood surround of multiple beading as the 

windows. The doors themselves were six panelled. 

The considerable garden and yard space of each house included a 

multiple-room wood shed t h at housed a privy, work-space, and an 

animal-stall. 

Interspersed with the houses were Harmonist buildings serving other 

function s , su c h 2s 2 d octor 's office, workshops for the making of barrels 

and hats, a ~ag o n s h ed , and a wine press house. The smaller 
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w .. r 1, g'.:.<_ r .-. i i y de s i g :.e d L o be c Ĉ:L ; i t i b l e i n 

scale and m a t e r i a l s w i t h the houses. Several of these n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l 

Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are e x t a n t . The major i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s , r e q u i r i n g 

large amounts of water from the r i v e r or producing unpleasant odors, were 

relegated to the o u t s k i r t s of the community. 

The s i t e plan of Economy vas not a r i g i d g r i d d i v i d e d s t r i c t l y i n t o 

d i s c r e e t areas of d i f f e r e n t uses, but I t was an o r d e r l y p a t t e r n w i t h 

d e f i n i t e considerations f o r a e s t h e t i c q u a l i t y . B u i l d i n g s s i t e d along the 

s t r e e t a l t e r n a t e d w i t h open l o t s , c r e a t i n g a consistent spacial p a t t e r n of 

s o l i d and void. r e d i c t a b 1 y , post-Harmonist development resu l t e d i n the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n of newer houses i n these open l o t s ; nevertheless, the 

o r i g i n a l Harmonist plan remains discernable. 

The Harmonists' most Important garden remains on the grounds of the 

museum. A place of m e d i t a t i o n , i t Includes two important s t r u c t u r e s w i t h 

a l l e g o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the community: the P a v i l i o n and the Grotto. 

The P a v i l i o n , a c l a s s i c a l design a t t r i b u t e d to Frederick Rapp, was b u i l t 

In 1831 and housed the wood-sculpted female f i g u r e of Economy. Scholars 

speculate that she represents "the s p i r i t u a l harmony [ t h e Harmonists] 

hoped to achieve here on earth and afterwards i n heaven."1 The Grotto, a 

round, rough stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h thatched roof, has a marvelous c l a s s i c a l 

i n t e r i o r , as r e f i n e d as the b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r i o r i s rude. This contrast 

conveyed the d i f f e r e n c e between the s u p e r f i c i a l and the s u b s t a n t i a l , the 

temporal and the s p i r i t u a l . 

The a b i l i t y of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t to convey a d i s t i n c t sense of 

time and place today derives from several f e a t u r e s : the number and 

honoge.ieity f b u i l d i n g s ; the recognizable Harmonist s i t e planning; the 

-6-

scale and mrtte ri a ls with the houses. Several of these non-residential 

Harmonist b u il d in g s are extant. The major industrial buildings, requiring 

large amounts of water from the river or producing unpleasant odors, were 

relegated to th e outskirts of the community. 

The site plan of Economy was not a rigid grid divided strictly into 

discreet areas of different uses, but it was an orderly pattern with 

definite consid e r a tions for aesthetic quality. Buildings sited along the 

street altern ate d wi t h open lots, creating a consistent spacial pattern of 

so lid and v oid . Lr ~J ic tably, post-Harmonist development resulted in the 

construction of ne wer houses in these open lots; nevertheless, the 

original Harmonist plan remains discernable. 

The Harmonists' most important garden remains on the grounds of the 

museum. A place of meditation, it includes two important structures with 

allegorical significance for the community: the Pavilion and the Grotto. 

The Pavilion, a classical design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built 

in 1831 and housed the wood-sculpted female figure of Economy. Scholars 

speculate that she represents "the spiritual harmony [the Harmonists] 

hoped to achieve here on earth and afterwards in heaven."l The Grotto, a 

round, rough stone structure with thatched roof, has a marvelous classical 

interior, as refined as the building's exterior is rude. This contrast 

conveyed the difference between the superficial and the substantial, the 

temp o r a l a nd t he sp iritual. 

The ability of the historic district to convey a distinct sense of 

time and place today derives from several features: the number and 

hoc o i '= :, e i :. y hLlildi~g s; the recognizable Harmonist site planning; the 
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a s .s J r t r.t,:.: ol types of b u i l d i n g s ; and the e x i s t e n c e of the 

a l r e a d y - r e s t o r e d museum complex. A c c e n t u a t i n g the ambience of the 

h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s the f a c t t h a t the s u r r o u n d i n g community of Ambridge 

i s so u t t e r l y d i f f e r e n t i n n a t u r e . So densely b u i l t was Ambridge ( t h e 

name i s a c o n t r a c t i o n of American B r i d g e , the d i v i s i o n of U.S. S t e e l t h a t 

purchased much of the Harmonist p r o p e r t y c.1905 and subsequently c r e a t e d a 

new town s u r r o u n d i n g Economy) t h a t i t serves to i n s u l a t e Economy from 

o t h e r tvp. f i n t r u s i o n s . D u r i n g the e a r l y growth of Ambridge, houses of 

t h a t era \ e r ^ b u i l t on many of the yard l o t s i n Economy. Other, d e f u n c t 

Harmoni.-: ..^.;ings were demolished and r e p l a c e d by new s t r u c t u r e s . 

S e v e r a l n o r . - r e s i d e n t i a l Harmonist b u i l d i n g s were c o n v e r t e d to r e s i d e n t i a l 

use. Once t h i s t r a n s i t i o n had o c c u r r e d , and the S o c i e t y was d i s s o l v e d , 

r e l a t i v e l y few p h y s i c a l changes o c c u r r e d t o the d i s t r i c t . I n s p i t e of 

e x t e n s i v e r e m o d e l l l n g s t o i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s , the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t as a 

whole remains a v i s i b l e p r o d u c t of the Harmony S o c i e t y of the 19th 

c e n t u r y . 

Economy was a planned community, and i t s b u i l d i n g s r e f l e c t t h i s i n 

t h e i r s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n of m a t e r i a l s and c o n s t r u c t i o n . The community and/or 

u t i l i t a r i a n s t r u c t u r e s have d i f f e r e n t designs b e f i t t i n g t h e i r unique 

purposes. The houses, however, can be grouped i n t o f o u r basic t y p e s , 

again r e f l e c t i n g the few, but d i f f e r e n t , housing arrangements necessary i n 

the COmmunity. 

Because of the g r e a t s i m i l a r i t y of houses w i t h i n each t y p e , the 

f o l l o w i n g i n v e n t o r y d e s c r i b e s the i n d i v i d u a l types i n d e t a i l , and then 

l i s t s a l l the b u i l d i n g s i n or d e r by l o c a t i o n and addresses, w i t h the 

r.useu-. coTiplex d i s c u s s e d f i r s t , k e y i n g the r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s t o the 
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a s ;:, :.; r ~ ::, L : , : o : t y p e s o f bu i 1 d i n g s ; a n d t he e xi s t e n c e o f the 

alread y -restored museum complex. Accentuating the ambience of the 

hist o ri c d istri ct is the fact that the surrounding community of Ambridge 

is so utterl y different in nature. So densely built was Ambridge (the 

name is a contraction of American Bridge, the division of U.S. Steel that 

purchased much of the Harmonist property c.1905 and subsequently created a 

new town surrounding Economy) that it serves to insulate Economy from 

other t v r· · .- : f intrusions . During the early growth of Ambridge, houses of 

that er a~ ~ ~. bui lt on many of the yard lots in Economy. Other, defunct 

Har moni c: . . -~i ngs wer e dem oli shed and replaced by new structures. 

Several n on -residential Harmonist buildings were converted to residential 

use. Once this transition had occurred, and the Society was dissolved, 

relatively few physical changes occurred to the district. In spite of 

extensive remodellings to individual buildings, the historic district as a 

whole remains a visible product of the Harmony Society of the 19th 

century. 

Economy was a planned community, and its buildings reflect this in 

their standardization of materials and construction. The co11munity and/or 

utilitarian structures have different designs befitting their unique 

purposes. The houses, however, can be grouped into four basic types, 

again reflecting the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary in 

the communit y . 

Be cause of the great similarity of houses within each type, the 

following inventory describes the individual types in detail, and then 

lists all t he buildings in order by location and addresses, with the 

□ ~ ~~ u~ co~r:~x disc ussed first, keying the residential buildings to the 

-7-



The precedent f o r t h i s type of I n v e n t o r y comes from the Harmonists 

t h f - ^ e l v e s , who i n v e n t o r i e d t h e i r r e a l e s t a t e h o l d i n g s i n 1833 and 

determined the same f o u r types of r e s i d e n c e s . 2 (An a d d i t i o n a l type they 

c a t a l o g u e d has no e x t a n t examples.) The same f o u r b a s i c types were used 

ag a i n I n a comprehensive p l a n n i n g s t u d y of the d i s t r i c t prepared by Green 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n 1977. A l l b u i l d i n g s not c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o one of these 

f o u r types ( i n c l u d i n g most of the museum b u i l d i n g s ) are d e s c r i b e d 

i n d i v i d u a l l y . I n f o r m a t i o n about a l t e r a t i o n s , v a r i a t i o n s , a d d i t i o n s , e t c . 

j = - i e d f o r each b u i l d i n g . 

1 . R e i b e l , Guide t o Old Economy, p.26. 

2. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 

TYPE A; Two-story B r i c k House: 

Has a three-by-two-bay p l a n w i t h a gable r o o f — w i t h r i d g e p o l e 

r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t — a n d a c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimney l o c a t e d on the 

r i d g e , j u s t east of c e n t e r . The b r i c k i s l a i d i n common bond, 

w i t h f l a t arches above the windows and door, c o r b e l l i n g a t the 

c o r n i c e , and a w a t e r t a b l e . Windows are double hung sash, s i x -

o v e r - s i x , except f o r s m a l l , s i n g l e a t t i c windows i n each gable 

end. The door i s l o c a t e d on the end of the house, r a t h e r than 

on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Most houses of type have a wood shed 

a d d i t i o n on the r e a r , one room wide, w i t h i t s own door, a l s o on 

the end of the house. T h i s house type r e t a i n s the best i n t e g r i t y 

i n the d i s t r i c t . There are 30 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e . 
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The precedent for this type of inventory comes from the Harmonists 

t h r- c;c J ves, who inventoried their real estate holdings in 1833 and 

d ~te rmined the same four types of residences.2 (An additional type they 

ca ta l ogued has no extant examples.) The same four basic types were used 

again in a comprehensive planning atudy of the district prepared by Green 

International in 1977. All buildings not corresponding to one of these 

f our type s (including most of the museum buildings) are described 

in d i·,idua ll y . Information about alterations, variations, additions, etc. 

jc: -····!'-'1, ed for each building. 

1. Reib el, Guide to Old Economy, p.26. 

2. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 

TYPE A: Two-story Brick House: 

Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof--with ridgepole 

running east-west--and a corbelled brick chimney located on the 

ridge, just east of center. The brick is laid in common bond, 

with flat arches above the windows and door, corbelling at the 

cornice, and a watertable. Windows are double hung sash, six­

over-six, except for small, single attic windows in each gable 

end. The door is located on the end of the house, rather than 

on the street elevation. Most houses of t y pe have a wood shed 

add ition on the rear, one room wide, with its own door, also on 

the end of the house. 

i n t he district. There 

This house type retains the best integrity 

are 30 extant buildings of this type. 
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: : '1 V- . - s : r •• : r a n. e 1 i o u b c : 

Almost i d e n t i c a l to Type A except constructed of wood. Buildings 

of t h i s type have t y p i c a l l y been considerably a l t e r e d . The most 

common a l t e r a t i o n s have been the a p p l i c a t i o n of new s i d i n g and 

r o o f i n g m a t e r i a l , changes to window size and placement, the a d d i t i o n 

of eave r e t u r n s , and the a d d i t i o n of a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 

There are 34 extant b u i l d i n g s of t h i s type. 

TYPE C; Two-story Frame Double House; 

Sited w i t h i t s gable end towards the s t r e e t , the b u i l d i n g has f i v e -

by-two bays, wit h m u l t i p l e chimneys, doors on the east or west 

sides, and windows of t a l l e r p roportions than the smaller houses. 

The a l t e r a t i o n s to these b u i l d i n g s are s i m i l a r to those seen on the 

Type B houses. There are 4 extant b u i l d i n g s of t h i s type. 

TYPE D: One-story Frame House; 

Small, one-story-with a t t i c house w i t h a two by three bay con­

f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h gable r o o f — r i d g e p o l e perpendicular to the 

s t r e e t — a n d c e n t r a l chimney. There are 2 extant b u i l d i n g s of 

t h i s type. 

I n the f o l l o w i n g i n v e n t o r y , each s t r u c t u r e i s designated as e i t h e r 

Key, C o n t r i b u t i n g , or Non-Contributing. Key bu i l d i n g s are the heart of 

the n a t i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t resource. C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are those 

which, e i t h e r v i s u a l l y or h i s t o r i c a l l y , play a part i n conveying the 

landmark's sense of time and place. Non-Contributing b u i l d i n g s are 

included i n the landmark f o r reasons of geographic necessity, but do 

not d e t r a c t from the landmark. B u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n s are shown on the 

attached s i t e plan. (A separate map i s included f o r Old Economy V i l ­

lage, the museum complex, t h a t Includes b u i l d i n g s #1-22.) 
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Almost identical to Type A except constructed of wood. Buildings 

of this type have typically been considerably altered. The most 

common alterations have been the application of new siding and 

roofing material, changes to window size and placement, the addition 

of eave returns, and the addition of a door on the street elevation. 

There are 34 extant buildings of this type. 

TY PE C: Two-story Frame Double House: 

Sited with its gable end towards the street, the building has five­

by -two ba y s, with multiple chimneys, doors o n the east or west 

sides, and windows of taller proportions than the smaller houses. 

The alterations to these buildings are similar to those seen on the 

Type B houses. There are 4 extant buildings of this type. 

TYPED: One-story Frame House: 

Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con­

figuration, with gable roof--ridgepole perpendicular to the 

street--and central chimney. There are 2 extant buildings of 

this type. 

In the following inventory, each structure is designated as either 

Key, Contributing, or Non-Contributing. Key buildings are the heart of 

the nationally significant resource. Contributing buildings are those 

wh ich, either visually or historically, play a part in conveying the 

l3nj~ a rk's sense of time and place. Non-Contri buting buildings are 

included in the landmark for reasons of geographic necessity, but do 

no t detract from the landmark. Building locations are shown on the 

c :Lcch ed site plan. (A separate map is included for Old Economy Vil­

lage, the museum complex, that includes buildings #1-22.) 
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1. Feast H a l l , 14th and Church S t r e e t s , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. B u i l t 1826-1828. 

On of the l a r g e s t e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , measuring 118'x54' 

and 50' t a l l at the r i d g e p o l e , s i t e d at the major i n t e r s e c t i o n of 

the community, t h i s I s a t a l l 2 - 1 / 2 - s t o r y b u i l d i n g of b r i c k w i t h 

a gambrel r o o f hipped a t each end, the r i d g e p o l e o r i e n t e d e a s t -

west l i k e n e a r l y a l l the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s a l o n g 14th S t r e e t . 

I t i s one of the few b u i l d i n g s w i t h b r i c k l a i d i n Flemish bond. 

The r o o f i s covered w i t h wood s h i n g l e s , p i e r c e d by dormers, and 

has f o u r c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimneys along the r i d g e p o l e . There i s 

a f i n e l y d e n t l l l e d wood c o r n i c e . The l a r g e windows are 6/6 sash 

w i t h o r i g i n a l frames; j a c k arches form the l i n t e l s . The main 

e n t r a n c e ( e a s t end) c o n s i s t s of a double door beneath a 7-pane 

f a n l i g h t w i t h a c l a s s i c a l s u r r o u n d . The west end door has a 

r e c t a n g u l a r transom w i t h a c u r v i l i n e a r m o t i f . Other doors are 

l o c a t e d a t east and west ends of the n o r t h s i d e . 

The c e n t r a l h a l l p l a n of the f i r s t s t o r y remains I n t a c t , w i t h 

s e v e r a l rooms f l a n k i n g the h a l l ; each room has a f i r e p l a c e . The 

second f l o o r c o n s i s t s almost e n t i r e l y of the a c t u a l f e a s t h a l l 

( 5 0 ' x 9 6 ' ) . The 8-bay h a l l i s spanned by an e l l i p t i c a l l y - s h a p e d 

b a r r e l - v a u l t of wood planks p i e r c e d by windows on the s i d e s , w i t h 

engaged chamferred p i l a s t e r s j o i n e d by e l l i p t i c a l w a l l arches on 

the n o r t h and south s i d e s . The east and west ends f e a t u r e trompe 

I ' o e i l p a i n t i n g s of the same c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h r e a l doors at the 

t h i r d f l o o r l e v e l . 
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1. Feast Hall, 14th and Church Streets, Old Economy Village. 
Key. Built 1826-1828. 

On of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring 118'x54' 

and 50' tall at the ridgepole, sited at the major intersection of 

the community, this is a tall 2-1/2-story building of brick with 

a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the ridgepole oriented east­

west like nearly all the Harmonist buildings along 14th Street. 

It is one of the few buildings with brick laid in Flemish bond. 

The roof is covered with wood shingles, pierced by dormers, and 

has four corbelled brick chimneys along the ridgepole. There is 

a finely dentilled wood cornice. The large windows are 6/6 sash 

with original frames; jack arches form the lintels. The main 

entrance (east end) consists of a double door beneath a 7-pane 

fanlight with a classical surround. The west end door has a 

rectangular transom with a curvilinear motif. Other doors are 

located at east and west ends of the north side. 

The central hall plan of the first story remains intact, with 

several rooms flanking the hall; each room has a fireplace. The 

second floor consists almost entirely of the actual feast hall 

(SO'x96'). The 8-bay hall is spanned by an elliptically-shaped 

barrel-vault of wood planks pierced by windows on the sides, with 

engaged chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on 

the north and south sides. The east and west ends feature trompe 

l'oeil paintings of the same configuration, with real doors at the 

third floor level. 

-10-



C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.l82b. 

The b u i l d i n g i s 5-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l w i t h a 3x7 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

The stone and timber c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f i r s t s t o r y i s unique 

i n the community. Siding on the other f l o o r s Is of wide, p l a i n 

boards; the gable roof ( r i d g e p o l e runs north-south) Is sheathed 

w i t h wood shingles. 

The i n t e r i o r i s made up of l a r g e , single rooms, w i t h a system 

of twelve i n t e r i o r posts, each w i t h four knee braces at the head, 

extending up through the f i r s t four f l o o r s . There i s a large 

stone c e l l a r . 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g c.1826. 

One s t o r y - w l t h - a t t i c , rectangular b u i l d i n g of wood s i d i n g of 

beaded board and a gable r o o f , and 6/6 windows. There i s a single 

door on the south end, and an a t t i c door above flanked by louvered 

openings. A small entrance h a l l on the south contains a s t a i r to 

the storage l o f t and opens onto a small room beside I t on the south 

end and a large room on the north end. Many of the o r i g i n a l t o o l s 

and equipment remain i n s i d e . 

4. Community Kitchen, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

One-story rectangular b u i l d i n g of wood lap s i d i n g , w i t h a bead 

on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shingled gable roof 

( r i d g e p o l e runs east-west) has a c e n t r a l , extended section that 

provides v e n t i l a t i o n and m u l t i p l e chimneys. 6/6 windows r e t a i n 

some o r i g i n a l glass. Single door located i n c e n t r a l bay on south 

side. The o r i g i n a l b r i c k f l o o r , b r i c k and stone cooking area, 

and some o r i g i n a l cooking k e t t l e s are i n t a c t i n s i d e . 

-11-

Co ntributin g . c.18Lb. 

The building is 5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration. 

The stone and timber construction of the first story is unique 

in the community. Siding on the other floors is of wide, plain 

boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) is sheathed 

with wood shingles. 

The interior is made up of large, single room s , with a syste m 

of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at the head, 

extending up thr o ug h t he fi rst four floors. Th e r e i s a l a r ge 

stone cellar. 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing c.1826. 

One story-with-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of 

beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 windows. There is a single 

door on the south end, and an attic door above flanked by louvered 

openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to 

the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it on the south 

end and a large room on the north end. Many of the original tools 

and equipment remain inside. 

4. Community Kitchen, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

One-story rectangular building of wood lap siding, with a bead 

on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shingled gable roof 

(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that 

provides ventilation and multiple chimneys. 6/6 windows retai n 

some original glass. Single door located in central bay on s o uth 

side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking area, 

and some original cooking kettles are intact inside. 

- 11-



Large two-story b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c , of 7x4 bays wit h gable roof 

( r i d g e p o l e runs east-west). B r i c k i s l a i d In common bond, with 

jack arches above windows and doors, and a d e n t l l l e d and corbelled 

cornice. Unlike the other b u i l d i n g s , t h i s one has a dressed stone 

watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side 

( f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t ) , but a b r i c k watertable and p l a i n stone founda­

t i o n on other sides. Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 

and much of the glass appears to be o r i g i n a l . Doors are located 

on n o r t h , east, and south e l e v a t i o n s ; those on the north and ŝ  it"-

are wide and 6-panelled, w i t h four-pane transoms. The top stone 

doorstep has curved stone d e t a i l i n g (there are three steps). The 

east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine ce l a r and Is w i t h i n 

a wood v e s t i b u l e . 

I n t e r i o r : Some o r i g i n a l f l o o r i n g i s o r i g i n a l , as w e l l as 

doors, baseboard, s t a i r c a s e , p l a s t e r , the p u l l e y on a t t i c door, 

and mantels. There are four rooms on each f l o o r w i t h a center 

h a l l running north-south. O r i g i n a l t o o l s are on d i s p l a y . The 

large vaulted wine c e l l a r beneath the b u i l d i n g has steep stone 

steps and a p u l l e y mechanism f o r b r i n g i n g casks i n and out, a 

stone f l o o r , and some o r i g i n a l wine casks. The v a u l t i s 15' 

high w i t h stone-vaulted penetrations sloping up to the eight 

windows at grade l e v e l . 

-12-

Large two-story building with attic, 0f 7x4 bays with gable ro of 

(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick is laid in common bo nd, with 

jack arches above windows and doors, and a dentilled and corbelled 

cornice. Unlike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone 

vatertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side 

(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda-

tion on other sides. Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the fra nes 

and much of the glass appears to be original. Doors are locate d 

on north, east , and south e 1 e vat ions ; th ose on the north and s , , : : " 

are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The top stone 

doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The 

east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine celar and is within 

a wood vestibule. 

Interior: Some original flooring is original, as well as 

doors, baseboard, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door, 

and mantels. There are four rooms on each floor with a center 

hall running north-south. Original tools are on display. The 

large vaulted wine cellar beneath the building has steep stone 

steps and a pulley mechanism for bringing casks in and out, a 

stone floor, and some original wine casks. The vault is 15' 

high with stone-vaulted penetrations sloping up to the eight 

windows at grade level. 
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: : r (. . . ̂  , _ :. ,,n.y v 1 i . a gc . 

Key. 1828. 

Large two-story b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c of 5x2 bays with gable roof 

( r i d g e p o l e runs east-west) and a c e l l a r beneath the western h a l f . 

The b r i c k i s l a i d I n common bond, w i t h jack arches above windows 

and doors, a c o r b e l l e d and d e n t l l l e d c o r n ice, and a b r i c k water-

t a b l e . Windows are 8/12, double-hung sash; most. I f not a l l , 

appear to be o r i g i n a l and i n the o r i g i n a l frames ( s i l l s may be 

replacements). F i r s t f l o o r windows have p l a i n wood shutters w i t h 

an i r o n c l o s i n g mechanism. Doors are located on north and south 

e l e v a t i o n s , set high, at the w a t e r t a b l e , and have four-pane t r a n ­

soms. Like many other doors i n Old Economy V i l l a g e , these are a 

f l a t 6-panel design. Doors on the west end of the b u i l d i n g , at the 

second f l o o r and a t t i c l e v e l , allowed f o r loading and unloading. 

The foundation i s of dressed stone. 

The four-room per f l o o r w i t h c e n t r a l h a l l plan matches that 

of the t a i l o r shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as display 

rooms and others as storage f o r large amounts of t o o l s , equipment, 

and b o t t l e s . 

7. Baker House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. The house has been moved and restored as part of the 

museum undertaking, and has also had two f i r e s , the l a t e s t i n 

1953. I t was o r i g i n a l l y the house of Johannes Langenbacher 

(name changed to Baker), the Society's storekeeper and l a t e r 

Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died i n 1847. 

•13-

. . . , . . 
Key. 1828. 

Large two-story building with attic of 5x2 bays wit h gable ro of 

(ridgepole runs east-west) and a cellar beneath th e w~~ te r n hal f . 

The brick is laid in common bond, with jack arches above windows 

and doors, a corbelled and dentilled cornice, and a brick water­

table. Windows are 8/12, double-hung sash; most, if not all, 

appear to be original and in the original frames (sills may be 

replacement s ). First floor windows hav e plain wood sh u~ters wit h 

an iron closin g mechanism. Doors ar e located on north ~nd sou th 

elevations, set high, at the watertable, and have four-pane tran-

soms. Like many other doors in Old Economy Village, these are a 

flat 6-panel design. Doors on the west end of the building, at the 

second floor and attic level, allowed for loading and unloading. 

The foundation is of dressed stone. 

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that 

of the tailor shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as display 

rooms and others as storage for large amounts of tools, equipment, 

and bottles. 

7. Baker House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. 1826. 

TYPE A. The house has been moved and restored as part of the 

museum undertaking, and has also had two fires, the latest in 

1953. It was originally the house of Johannes Langenbacher 

(name changed to Baker), the Society's storekeeper and later 

Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died in 1847. 
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C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e p l i c a t i o n c.1930. 

D u r i n g the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s o n e - s t o r y , 

wood shed was b u i l t along the l i n e s of a t h e n - e x t a n t o r i g i n a l shet 

o u t s i d e the State-owned p r o p e r t y . The Harmonists c o n s t r u c t e d 

s i m i l a r . I f not always i d e n t i c a l sheds behind the houses to serve 

as s t a b l e , s t o r a g e , workspace, and p r i v y . T h i s one i s b u i l t of 

p l a i n wood l a p - s i d i n g w i t h a gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e r u n n i n g e a s t -

west. There are f i x e d , m u l t l - p a n e d sash windows an.'' s e v e r a l 

s i n g l e doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. T h i s d i f f e r s from the s t a n d a r d type by having a two, 

r a t h e r t h a n t h r e e , bay facade. Moved and r e s t o r e d as p a r t of 

the museum complex, i t was o r i g i n a l l y the house of Jonathan Lenz, 

one of the S o c i e t y ' s t r u s t e e s . 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

Two-st o r y , 3x1 bay b u i l d i n g w i t h gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs east-

w e st) of wood l a p s i d i n g of v a r i e d w i d t h s w i t h a beaded lower 

edge. T h i s i s the o n l y frame b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s o r i g i n a l clapboards 

w i t h beaded bottom edges i n t a c t . I t had not been used f o r many 

years b e f o r e the r e s t o r a t i o n , and r e t a i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a r c h i t e c ­

t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . Windows are 6/6, double-hung; t h e r e i s a wide 

c e n t r a l door on the south s i d e . The i n t e r i o r r e t a i n s e x c e l l e n t 

i n t e g r i t y ; a c e n t r a l s u p p o r t i n g post has chamfered edges, as 

seen on the p i l a s t e r s i n the Feast H a l l and the Church. The 

b u i l d i n g i s f i l l e d w i t h Harmonist t o o l s and e q u i p n e n t . 

Contributing. Replication c.19 50 . 

During the restoration of Old Economy Villag e , this one-st o ry, 

wood shed was built along the lines of a then- extan t o ri g in a l sht ~ 

outside the State-owned property. The Harmonists constructed 

similar, if not always identical sheds behind the houses to serve 

as stable, storage, workspace, and privy. This one is built of 

plain wood lap-siding with a gable roof, ridgepole running east-

west. There are fixed, multi-paned sash window s anf s P ve r Rl 

single doors. 

9. Lenz Ho ~s e, Old Economy Villag e . 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. This differs from the standard type by having a two, 

rather than three, bay facade. Moved and restored as part of 

the museum complex, it was originally the house of Jonathan Lenz, 

one of the Society's trustees. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Two-story, 3xl bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east­

west) of wood lap siding of varied widths with a beaded lower 

edge. This is the only frame building with its original clapboards 

with beaded bottom edges intact. It had not been used for many 

years before the restoration, and retained considerable architec­

tural integrity. Windows are 6/6, double-hung; there is a wide 

central door on the south side. The interior retains excell ent 

integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as 

seen on the pilasters in the Feast Hall and the Chur ch. T~F 

building is filled with Harmonise tools and equip oent . 



Key. c. 1826. 

This large r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i s composed of two a d j o i n i n g 

s e c t i o n s : the long s e c t i on facing Church S t r e e t known as the 

George Rapp House, and the s m a l l e r , but t a l l e r s e c t i o n , s i t e d 

p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y to i t on i t s north end, known as the F r e d e r i c k 

Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the f i r s t to be b u i l t and c o n s i s t s 

of a two-story, six-bay s e c t i o n ^lanked by on-:- - wings on the 

north and south ends. Of brick l a i d in F l c n i s h " n J , i t has a 

gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) t r;., > t the ends, 

b r i c k chimneys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a d e n t l l l e d 

b r i c k cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There i s a two-

s t o r y porch on the west e l e v a t i o n , f a c i n g the gardens, and a 

1-1/2 story b r i c k a d d i t i o n known as the Vault Room, b u i l t i n about 

1858 to house the Harmonist s a f e . Windows are 6/6, double hung 

with b r i c k j a c k - a r c h l i n t e l s . The main entrance on the east e l e ­

vation has a pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e with f a n l i g h t ; s i m i l a r 

f l a n k i n g doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has been r e s t o r e d and f e a t u r e s more 

e l e g a n t d e t a i l i n g than i s found i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist houses. 

Three separate money v a u l t s are l o c a t e d i n the basement of the 

house; one beneath the George Rapp s e c t i o n , and two beneath the 

F r e d e r i c k Rapp s e c t i o n . The l a t t e r s e c t i o n of the house was b u i l t 

as the n o r t h wing of the George Rapp's house and i s a t a l l , 2-1/2 

s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g w i t h b r i d g e d rh:~neys, dormers, and 

1 o-

Key. c. 1 82 6. 

This large residential building is compo sed of two adjoining 

sections: the long section f ac in g Church S : r ~~ t kn o wn as the 

George Rapp House, and the smaller, but taller section, sited 

perpendicularly to it on its north end, known as the Frederick 

Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the first to be built and consists 

of a two-stor y , six-bay secti ~~ &l a nke d by 0n : - ,: i n g s o n th e 

north and south ends. Of brick l a id in Fl e ~ is h ~ -~3 , it has a 

gable roo f ( r i d ge pol e running n o r th - s out h ) : r" , :at t he ends, 

brick chimneys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dor me rs, a dentilled 

brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There is a two-

story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, and a 

1-1/2 story brick addition known as the Vault Room, built in about 

1858 to house the Harmonist safe. Windows are 6/6, · double hung 

with brick jack-arch lintels. The main entrance on- the east ele­

vation has a pedimented frontispiece with fanlight; · similar 

flanking doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The interior of the house has been restored and features more 

elegant detailing than is found in the typical Harmonist houses. 

Three separate money vaults are located in th e base ment of the 

house: one beneath the George Rapp section , an d tw o beneath the 

Frederick Rapp section. The latter secti o n o f t he ,1,i use wa s built 

as the north wing of the George Rapp's house and is a tall, 2-1/2 

story gable-roofed building with bri d ge ~ r~ ~~ ~e ys, d 0 r me rs, and 

- 1 'i -



s i . . . . . ̂  I • • • •' I 11', r ri a r r, s t b u i l d i n g s . As on 

the Fe.ist H a l l and t i , ' .rge Rapp s e c t i o n , the b r i c k i s l a i d i n 

FleiT. i^-h bond, w i t h : r • ; arches above windows and doors, and 

a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e . Windows are 6/6 double hung 

sash. The stone steps are u n u s u a l l y we 1 1 - d e t a i l e d , w i t h a grace­

f u l l y - c u r v e d bottom s t e p . The s o u t h door has a four-pane transom 

and a s u r r o u n d of grooved p i l a s t e r s w i t h " b u l l s - e y e " corner b l o c k s . 

I t s steps are a l s o c : r • • carved. 

The ei.rht-room i n t e r - ' •• !..i.- been r e s t o r e d . 

The Dull ding se:v^^ .. .ij.y a a a residence for George and 

F r e d e r i c k Rapp (and l a t e r , tlie T rustees of the S o c i e t y ) and secon­

d a r i l y as the showplace of the Harmony Society. V i s i t o r s were 

often e n t e r t a i n e d i n t h i s b u i l d i n g by the Rapps. 

In the 1880s, the roof of the George Rapp s e c t i o n was changed 

to a simple gable and various other changes were made. During 

the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , the roof was r e b u i l t to 

i t s o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . Numerous other r e s t o r a t i o n items 

were undertaken at t h i s time as w e l l . 

12. Summer K i t c h e n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g c.1825, 1950. 

A l a r g e l y r e b u i l t one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame b u i l d i n g 

of wood s i d i n g w i t h a be-ie.i lower edge. I t o r i g i n a l l y c o n t a i n e d 

a summer k i t c h e n , w o r k i h : ; , t o o l and wood storage area, and c h i c k e n 

coop. The kitchen area remained l a r g e l y i n t a c t at the time of 

r e s t o r a t i o n and was restored; the other rooms, however, were made 

i n t o r 0 i t r .. r e r : ... 

, , . · , , l 1, ._ r Ha !" r., ·, ·. :;_ s t bu i l di n 6 s . A s on 

the F,.::1st Hall an d t :, , -, ._: , rge Ra pp section, the brick is laid in 

Fl e~i ~h b ond , wit h . L a rche s above windows and doors, and 

a d e nt i lled and c o rb el l ~d co rnice. Windows are 6/6 double hung 

sash. The stone step s are unusually well-detailed, with a grace-

fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom 

and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks. 

I t s s !: c p s a r e a 1 s c, c .-, r, :\ cs rved. 

Th e eifh t-room i nt~~• been restor ec . 

1~y as a residence for George and 

Frederi ck Rapp (and la t l:, , the Trustees of the Society) and secon-

darily as the showplace of the Harmony Society. 

often entertained in this building by the Rapps. 

Visitors were 

In the 1880s, the roof of the George Rapp section was changed 

to a simple gable and various other changes were made. During 

the restoration of Old Economy Village, the roof was rebuilt to 

its original configuration. Numerous other restoration items 

were undertaken at this time as well. 

12. Summer Kitchen, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing c.1825, 1950. 

A largely rebuilt one-st o ry six-bay gable-roofed fra me building 

of wood sidin g wit h~ he .-., ~cd lower edge. It originally contained 

a su mme r kitche ;-, , ,, · .. :·~-~-;,~;- , :_ ,:, o l and wood st o rage area, and chicken 

coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at the time of 

restor ation anj was re s t o re d ; the other rooms, however, were made 



Contributing o . ; t. '.'i. 

A t a l l , fahl»--roofed frame b u i l d i n g s i t e d at the southeast corner 

of the musej- - i t ' with double doors located on the north s i d e . I t 

required extensive r e s t o r a t i o n c.1950 to remove a l t e r a t i o n s made 

when the b u i l d i n g was converted to a residence i n the 1890s. The 

o r i g i n a l timber frame remained I n t a c t , however, and the s i t e i s 

o r i g i n a l , although the b u i l d i n g had been r a i s e d about four feet 

v; •.'. ; . a s e-.' . , e a d d e d . 

14. Garden Par::' - 'iconomy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i " - . 

A c l a s s i c a l , o^xagonal stone s t r u c t u r e with arched openings and 

a f l a t roof topped by s i x stone vases, s i t e d at the center of the 

Society garden. The p a v i l i o n was disassembled and an exact r e p l i c a 

b u i l t during the museum r e s t o r a t i o n because of the extreme d e t e r i o r ­

a t i o n . Stone copies of the o r i g i n a l wooden roof f i n i a l s were 

mounted in 1966 (the o r i g i n a l wooden f i n i a l s , carved by Joseph 

Woodwell of Phi lad^e I p h i a , are i n the museum). A plan i n the Harmony 

Soc i e t y Archives shows that the p a v i l i o n was o r i g i n a l l y designed 

with a hexagonal domed roof, but t h i s i s not known to have been 

b u i l t . The garden p a v i l i o n was the f o c a l point of the Harmonists' 

garden, c a l l e d by one landscape expert the most impressive garden 

of i t s era west of the A l l e g h e n i e s . I t was created and appreciated 

for a 11 e 2 o r i :. a ] • ..-.-11 as a e s t h e t i c reasons, the beauty of the 

garden representing the s t a t e of Harmony achieved through devotion 

to God. ( S p e c i f i c s t r u c t u r e s , such as the Grotto and the l a b y r i n t h 

14. 

A tall, p~ l, l~ -r 00 fed fr a me building sited at the southeast corner 

o f t h e m u s , ; - 0 • ~ , 1-· i t h d o u h 1 e d o o r s 1 o c a t e d o n t h e n o r t h s 1 d e • I t 

required e xtP~~i ve restoration c.1950 to remove alterations made 

when the building was converted to a residence in the 1890s. The 

original timber frame remained intact, however, and the site is 

original, altho ugh the building had been raised about four feet 

:; ,, , J .,, n P ;i \. : ~ 

(r, ~~r ib uti- " , 

, .. dded . 

:c-, no my Villa ge . 

A classi c;.il, · 1 · ,:ogo nal stone stru c t11re with arched openings and 

a flat roof top ped by six stone vases, sited at the center of the 

Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica 

built during the museum restoration because of the extreme deterior-

ation. Stone copies of the original wooden roof finials were 

mounted in 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph 

Woodwell of Philadelphia, are in the museum). A plan in the Harmony 
• 

Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed 

with a hexagonal domed roof, but this is not known to have been 

built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists' 

garden, called by one landscape expert the most impressive garden 

of its er a ~est of the Alleghenies. It was created and appreciated 

f o r a 1 1 e z:: c, :· :: : ..; 1 -, ·' .. ' -, l l a s a e s t h e t i c r e a s o n s , t h e b e a u t y o f t h e 

garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devotion 

to God . (S~eci fic st ructures, such as the Grotto and the labyrinth 



simp.;' i i L i i ^vstem r a d i a t i n g from the p a v i l i o n that divided the 

garden into four s e c t i o n s containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone 

grott.i, ;ro.rs, and numerous v a r i e t i e s of f r u i t t r e e s , shrubs, ever­

greens, and flowers. (See a l s o ; Grotto, #15). 

15. Grotto, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

B u i l t as a place for meditation i n a corner of the S o c i e t y ' s 

garden, tV o n e - s t o r y , rough stone G r o t t o serves as an a l l e g o r y 

of Harr.::o.: . p h i l o s o p h y . The round s t r u c t u r e i s 17' i n diameter 

w i t ! i ' ''-.''f, o r i g i n a l l y t h a t c h e d . F r e d e r i c k Rapp b u i l t 

the Grott.' ior George Rapp, commissioning William Jenkins of P i t t s ­

burgh for the f i n e i n t e r i o r ornamental p l a s t e r work. The rough 

e x t e r i o r was intended to suggest the s i m p l i c i t y of the Harmonist 

l i f e s t y l e ; the r e f i n e d i n t e r i o r , the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 

s p i r i t . I t i s the only example of the Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e i n any 

of the Harmonists' sett l e m e n t s . 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

A small b r i c k and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C ontributing, c.1828. 

TYPE A. Like the Lenz house ( # 9 ) , t h i s d i f f e r s from the t y p i c a l 

Type A in having a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . This d e t e r i o r a t e d house 

was -o'.'ed onto t l i e museum p r o p e r t y from s e v e r a l b l o c k s away. 

18. U t i l i t y Shed. 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

• r me-rro'-v, gable-roofed b u i l d i n g of board and batten s i d i n g 

h u i l .0- wa- - e h n i l t along the l i n e s of the o r i g i n a l , which housed 

the S o c i e t y ' s f i r e engine and other f i r e - f i g h t i n g equipment. 
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6 i r.i i ' " , . ~ : ; ~ •: '.i t e :r. r a d i a t i n 3 f r ' > m the pa vi lion that div 1 de d the 

garde n in t o f o ur sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone 

g r o tt ,, , ,,r•·• ,rs , and nuner o u s varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever-

green s, Hnrl f lowers. (See also: Grotto, 1115). 

15. Grotto, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Built as a place for meditation in a corner of the Society's 

garden, t ' n ne - s tory, rou gh stone Grotto serves as ~n al legory 

o f H a r ::: '-• _ ,.1 i. loso phy. The round structure is 17' in diameter 

wit h r. ' ~ · · ,, ~ , o r i g j n a 1 1 y t h a t c h e d • Fre ,l e ri cL Ra;:;:, bui lt 

t he G r o t t . , f ;_, :- G e o r g e R a p p , c o mm i s s i o n i n g W i 11 i am J e n k i n s o f P i t t s -

burgh for the fine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough 

exterior was intended to suggest the simplicity of the Harmonist 

lifestyle; the refined interior, the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 

spirit. It is the only example of the Greek Revival style in any 

of the Harmonists' settlements. 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. Reconstruction. 

A small brick and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy Village. 

18. 

Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Like the Lenz house ( #9), this differs fro m the typical 

Type A in h aving a 2x2 bay configuration. This deteriorated house 

was = ~ ~~j ont o t he museum property from several blocks a way . 

Utilit y Shed. 
Contributin g . Reconstruction. 

c- 1" e - ~:.- r _,., , ga ble-roofed building of board and batten sidin g 

t,, ; i_ :.;· \, c> - d- : il t along the lines of the original, which housed 

t he ~~c iety ' s fi rt engine and other fire-fighting equipment. 

- 18-



. ; : o I. : 1 0 . c . i y t> J . 

.\ frame s t r u c t u r e of one-Story b u i l t to complement the Harmonist 

h ' i i i ' • ^ w h i l e s e r v i n g the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 

I t ea^t end i s attached to the Warehouse. 

20. Waterpur.p, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Non-Contributing. R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

This was r e c o n s t r u c t e d from e a r l y photographs of an o r i g i n a l com­

munity waterpump. 

2 1. W a : • : , '. ; 0 r. c o n o IT. y V i l l a g e . 
Cont'-'' : -' n c 

i n s t r u c t i o n of an o r i g i n a l p.inp based on e a r l y photo­

graph The i r o n work and the s i t e i s o r i g i n a l . 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Non-Contributing, c.1950. 

A sm a l l , one-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g s e r v i n g as a potting shed and 

storehouse, f r o n t s a modern greenhouse extension^ on the south and 

east s i d e s . 

23. 70 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been r e - s i d e d with b r i c k , obscuring o r i g i n a l trim. 

Windows and doors are replacements; porches have been added. 

24. 78-80 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1870. 

Two-story, s i x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s i d e d w i t h 

s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . Probably b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th 

c e n t u r y to house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . The b u i l d i n g 

T?,ay not be on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; I t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview 

;:- , ' the d i s t r i c t of 1893 . 

o - . . . _ 

N" o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . 
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l . ~ l : J t~ . C • i 'j t) ) • 

:, : :--im(: structure of one-story built to complement the Harmonist 

h I J i.. 1 · ~. ..., h i 1 e s ., r v i :1 e t he maintenance needs of the muse urn comp 1 ex • 

It e2c ~ e nd is attached to the Warehouse. 

20. Wat e r r~ □ p, Old Economy Village. 

2 1. 

Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com-

muni t ~ ~aterp ump. 

·\.,: C: . 
C qnt'· .. 

,~ ~cono~y Village. 

,,n s c.ru c tion of an original p ,1ri;i bas ed on early ph o t o-

~he iron work and the site is original. 

22. Greenh ou se, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and 

storehouse, fronts a modern greenhouse extension; on the south and 

east sides. 

23. 70 12th . Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been re-sided with brick, obscuring original trim. 

Windows and doors are replacements; porches have been added. 

24. 78-80 12th Street. 

') -
4 _. 

Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Tw o- story , six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 

shin g le5 and vertical siding. Probably built in the late 19th 

century t o house laborers from outside the Society. The building 

~ ay n o t be on its original site; it is not e v ident in an overview 

: ie district of 1893. 

~o n- Con :ri bu ting. 

1-1 /2 - st o r y bungalow wedged between two Harmonist buildings. 

-1 9-



1 I , ;t mg. c . 187U. 

Two-story, s i x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, re-slded with 

'oinj.les and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . Probably b u i l t in the lat e I9th 

century to house l a b o r e r s from outside the S o c i e t y . The bu i l d i n g 

may not be on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not evident i n an overview 

photograph of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 

27. 98 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

.V-̂ 'iL hi. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h perna-stone; windows and doors 

been r e p l a c e d . 

28. -9 i : t h S t r e e t . 
cn-C on t r i b u 11 ng . 

S i m i l a r t o the TYPE B houses, t h i s one i s l o n g e r ( f i v e - b y - t h r e e 

b a y s ) , i s covered w i t h a s p h a l t s i d i n g , and has had window a l t e r ­

a t i o n s and a d d i t i o n s . The b u i l d i n g may not be on i t s o r i g i n a l 

s i t e ; i t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph of the d i s t r i c t 

i n 1893. 

29. 186 12 t h S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Gener­

a l l y , i n t e g r i t y i s good and the ya r d space i s i n t a c t . " J u i n 8, 

1830" i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c . 

30. 189 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has a t w o - s t o r y , 2x1 bay a d d i t i o n on the n o r t h end; 

e n t i r e s t r u c t u r e has been r e - s i d e d . 

•20-

c .1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 

· ', i :1 :._: l L's a n d v e rt i ca 1 s id in g • Probably built in the late 19th 

cen tury to house laborers from outside the Society. The building 

may not be on its original site; it is not evident in an overview 

photograph of the district of 1893. 

27. 98 12th Street. 
Co ntributing. c.1830. 

Has been re-sided with per rna -st one ; windows and door s 

2 R. ~ ~ 12 th Street. 
::c. :-: - Co ntributing. 

Similar to the TYPE B houses, this one is longer (five-by-three 

bays), is covered with asphalt siding, and has had window alter-

ations and additions. The building may not be on its original 

site; it is not evident in an overview photograph of the district 

in 1893. 

29. 186 12th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the street elevation. Gener-

ally, integrity is good and the yard space is intact. 

1830" is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 

30. 18 9 12th Street. 
Cont ributing. c.1830. 

"Juin 8, 

TYPE B. Has a two-story, 2xl bay addition on the north end; 

entire structure has been re-sided. 

-20-



C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney has been removed, e x t e r i o r has been r e - s l d e d , 

and windows have been r e p l a c e d . A modern garage i s behind the 

house . 

32. 194 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney and windows have been replaced; b u i l d i n g i s 

sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . A garage i s behind the house. 

.-. 197 12th S t r e e t . 

!; o n - C .1 n t r i h 111 i n g . c . 18 3 0 . 

2-1/2 s t o r y , b r i c k Foursquare. 

34. 198 12th S t r e e t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney has been a l t e r e d ; windows doors, and a porch 

have been added. Wood s i d i n g i s v i s i b l e beneath aluminum and 

wood s i d i n g . I t s f o u n d a t i o n i s parged. T h i s b u i l d i n g may have 

been moved about t e n f e e t when a d j a c e n t Maplewood Avenue was 

l a i d out c.1905. I t i s s i t e d u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y c l o s e t o 

the n e i g h b o r i n g Harmonist house. 
35. 199 12th S t r e e t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has a t y p i c a l shed a d d i t i o n on the r e a r ; i s sheathed 

w i t h i n s u l b r l c k . 

?.•-•.. 278 12 t h S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE D. 
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Con~ribu tin r, . c.1830, 

T'iPE B, Chimney has been removed, exterior has be en r e - s lde~, 

an d ~indows have been replaced, A modern garage is behind th e 

hou s e. 

32. 194 12th Street. 

. , I 
j '4 . 

Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney and windows have been replaced; building is 

sheathed with aluminum siding . 

197 :2 th Stree t. 
!i ,:, n - ~ •.1 n t r i. h u t i n g • c • 183 0 . 

A g~ rage is behind the house. 

2 - 1/2 olury, brick Foursquare. 

198 12th Street • 

Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B, Chimney has been altered; windows doors, and a porch 

have been added. Wood siding is visible beneath aluminum and 

wood siding. Its foundation is parged. This building may have 

been moved about ten feet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was 

laid out c.1905. It is sited uncharacteristically close to 

the neighboring Harmonist house. 

35. 199 12th Street. 
Contributing. c,1830. 

TYPE B, Has a typical shed addition on the rear; is sheathed 

with insulbrick. 

J ( 278 12th Street. 
Contributing. c,1830. 

TYPED. 



C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Unusually s i t e d with i t s roof ridgepole perpendicular 

to the s t r e e t ; r e - s i d e d with various modern m a t e r i a l s . Kay 

have been turned on i t s s i t e or moved. 

38. 281 12th S t r e e t ( s t r e e t address u n c e r t a i n ; tax p a r c e l #11-04-502). 
Co n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE D. Recently remodelled e x t e n s i v e l y . 

39. 283 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. This i s the on l y Har.nonist frame house i n th. d i s t r i c t 

t h a t has not been covered w i t h s i d i n g . 

40. M a j e s t i c Laundry & Dry C l e a n i n g , 12th and Merchant S t r e e t s , 
Northwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been replaced; f i r s t f l o o r has 

been e x t e n s i v e l y a l t e r e d . 

41. 1198 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. S i t e d c a t e r c o r n e r t o the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t , t h i s 

house has been i n c l u d e d as a d i s c o n t i g u o u s p a r t because i t s i n t e g ­

r i t y remains e x c e l l e n t and i t i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the Harmonist 

12th S t r e e t s t r e e t s c a p e . On the house's east end, every o t h e r b r i c k 

header i s blackened, c r e a t i n g a d e c o r a t i v e p a t t e r n . A German 

i n s c r i p t i o n i n the mortar i n the a t t i c reads " J u l y 5, i n the year 

of God, 1830." A door has been added on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 

42. 1219 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1919. 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g , a t t a c h e d on i t s n o r t h s i d e to 

a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 

' ! I • 

Contrih i1ting. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perp end icular 

to th e street; re-sided with various modern materials. Ma y 

have been turned on its site or moved. 

38. 281 12th Street (street address uncertain; tax parcel #11-04-502). 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE O. Recently remodelled extensively. 

39. 283 12th Street. 
Con tri ~u tin g . c .183 0 . 

T Yl-'E B. This is th e onl y Har ~o nis t frame hous e in th ~ rl iqtric t 

t hat h a s not bee n cov er ed with siding. 

40. Majestic Laundry & nry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets, 
Northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been replaced; first floor has 

been extensively altered. 

41. 1198 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Sited catercorner to the rest of the district, this 

house has been included as a discontiguous part because its integ­

rity remains excellent and it is a continuation of the Harmonist 

12th Street streetscape. On the house's east end, every other brick 

header is blackened, creating a decorative pattern. A German 

inscription in the mortar in the attic reads "July 5, in the year 

of God, 1830." A door has been added on the street elevation. 

42. 1219 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. 1919. 

Two-story brick commercial building, att ached on its north sid e t o 

a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant Street. 

- ·•') _ 



C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. I t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l I n t e g r i t y has been p r a c t i c a l l y oblite­

rated on the Merchant S t r e e t facade by a l t e r a t i o n s made to 

transform the former house into a commercial b u i l d i n g . 

44. 284 Wagner S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. Reputedly a Harmonist b u i l d i n g (according to the 

p r e s e n t occupant, but a massive e x t e r i o r r e m o d e l l i n g has obscured 

any Harmonist f e a t u r e s . A steep c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e i n s i d e i s simile. 

i n steepness to the t y p i c a l Harmonist s t a i r c a s e . The b a i l d i n g doc 

not appear on a S o c i e t y map of 1858, however, and i t s Harmonist 

a u t h e n t i c i t y has yet to be documented. 

45. 1204 Church S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

46. 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual i n not having a frame ad d i t i o n on i t s r e a r . 

47. Wagner S t r e e t , east of 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap sid i n g . 

48. 98 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Some o r i g i n a l window frames are i n t a c t . Has a re a r 

a d d i t i o n of much l a t e r d a t e . 

•23-

Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Its architectural integrity has been practically obli: ~-

rated on the Merchant Street facade by alterations made to 

transform the former house into a commercial building. 

44. 284 Wagner Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. Reputedly a Harmonist building (according to the 

present occupant, but a massive exterior remodellin g has obscur ed 

any Harmonist fea tures. A steep central stairca se inside is simi! a~ 

in steepness t o th e typic ctl Ha rmonist staircas e . Th ·- -..., ·1 i 1 d i n g d o-':: · 

not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and its Harmonist 

authenticity has yet to be documented. 

45. 1204 Church Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

46. 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual in not having a frame addition on its rear. 

47. Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. 

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap siding. 

48. 98 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Some original window frames are intact. H.::is a rear 

addition of much later date. 

- 23-



C o n t r i b u t i n g . c . l b 2 8 . 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d . Some o r i g i n a l window frames and 

the o r i g i n a l s i x - p a n e l l e d door and frame on the east end are I n ­

t a c t . T his i s a l s o one of the few houses t h a t r e t a i n s at l e a s t 

p a r t of i t s o r i g i n a l garden/yard space. 

50. 272 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been r e - s l d e d w i t h aluminum. A o n e - s t o r y b r i c k addi­

t i o n on the south end of the b u i l d i n g was the S o c i e t y ' s l a s t 

bakery, fro-n 1 903-19 0 5, a c c o r d i n g to t. "i- ^ > r \.' r c u r a t o r of Old 

Economy V i l l a g e . 

5 1 . 273 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h a s p h a l t . 

52. 274 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story non-Harmonist house of con c r e t e b l o c k . 

53. 276 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

54. 278 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Foursquare. 

55. 284 13th S t r e e t . 
Cont r i but i n g . 

TYPE C. Sheathed w i t h a s p h a l t s i d i n g . Has a on e - s t o r y a d d i t i o n 

on t he south end, a l s o s i d e d . 

56. 286 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

•24-

Contributing. c.18~8. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted. Some original window frames and 

the original six-panelled door ann fram e o n the east en j ~ r e in­

tact. This is also one of the few houses that retains at least 

part of its original garden/yard space. 

50. 272 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been re-sided with aluminum. A one-story brick addi­

tion on the south end of th e building was the Society's last 

bakery, fr 0 :n 1903-1905 , acc o rdin ~ t , , i-.;1~ ' ,.- 1,, r -: urat or of Ol d 

Economy Village. 

51. 273 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been re-sided with asphalt. 

52. 274 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story non-Harmonist house of concrete block. 

53. 276 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house. 

54. 278 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare. 

55. 284 13th Street. 
Contributing. 

TYPE C. Sheathed with asphalt siding. Has a one-story addition 

on the south end, also sided. 

56. 286 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 
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soutiiwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had e x t e n s i v e a l t e r a t i o n s t o accommodate commercial 

use; some o r i g i n a l window frames are I n t a c t on the second f l o o r . 

58. 1240 Merchant S t r e e t ( s o u t h e a s t corner of Merchant & 13th S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The c o r b e l l e d cornice has been covered by wood s o f f i t 

and f a s c i a w i t h eave r e t u r n s , and a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n i s 

on the east end of the house. 

59. 308 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b j t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE A. An aluminum-clad s o f f i t and f a s c i a have been a p p l i e d . 

60. 314 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. A t w o - s t o r y porch has been added on the east end. There 

i s a o n e - s t o r y frame shed i n the r e a r . 

6 1 . 316 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y b r i c k d w e l l i n g . 

62. 322 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of c o n s t r u c t i o n i s i n s c r i b e d i n mor t a r i n the a t t i c 

There i s a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the south s i d e . 

63. 328 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h i n s u l b r l c k . Chimney has been r e p l a c e d . 

Door has been added on s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 

suut i1W(::St c0 r11tr. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had extensive ~iterations to accom mo <l~t~ c ommerci ~1 

use; some original window frames ar e lnt~ct on the s eco~1 floor. 

58. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & 13th Streets). 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit 

and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick addition is 

o n t h e e ;:i c; t e :1 ➔ :) f t h ~ h o u s e • 

59. 308 13th Stree t. 
Con t r i h •1 t i :1 r . c . 1 8 3 0 • 

TYPE A. An aluminum-clad soffit and fascia have bee n app lied. 

60. 314 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. A two-story porch has been added on the east end. There 

is a one-story frame shed in the rear. 

61. 316 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling. 

62. 322 13th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of construction is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 

There is a two-story brick addition on the south ' side. 

63. 328 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrick. Chimney has been replaced. 

Door has been added on street elevation. 
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N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Date unknown. T h i s t w o - s t o r y , 2x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h ;̂  b 

r o o f may be a c o n v e r t e d Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , but t h i s h-i-. i 

been s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

65. 336 1 3 t h S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. A l t e r a t i o n s s i m i l a r to those at 328 13th S t r e e t , next 

door. 

66. St. John's L u t h e r a n Church of Old Economy and R e c t o r y , 
1 3 2 0 C 'v.i r c h S t r e e t . 
Key. c. 1828-31 . 

The church's d e s i g n i s a t t r i b u t e d to F r e d e r i c k Rapp. As the 

r e l i g i o u s f o c a l p o i n t of the Harmonist s o c i e t y , t h i s b u i l d i n g 

i s the most s i g n i f i c a n t one o u t s i d e of Old Economy V i l l a g e . I t 

i s a l s o one of the few b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n i n g good i n t e r i o r a r c h i ­

t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 

Of 3x5 bays, and one t a l l s t o r y , the b r i c k church has a m u l t i -

s t o r i e d c l o c k and b e l l tower at i t s west end, f a c i n g Church S t r e e t 

The main s e c t i o n of the church has a gable r o o f , i t s r i d g e p o l e 

p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o Church S t r e e t . I t s o r a n g e - i s h b r i c k i s l a i d i n 

common bond, w i t h j a c k arches above the l a r g e , 25-over-25 pane, 

wood windows, (most of which appear to be o r i g i n a l , a l t h o u g h the 

s i l l s have been r e p l a c e d or covered w i t h c o n c r e t e ) . Windows have 

been added on the east end. On the south e l e v a t i o n ( a l o n g Creese 

S t r e e t ) , t h e r e i s an arched window i n the c e n t r a l bay of t h i c k , 

m u l t i - p a n e d c l e a r g l a s s . The wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a have d e n t i l s 

and b r a c k e t s on the n o r t h and south ( s i d e ) e 1(3 va t i. o i s ; the eaves 

are r e t u r n e d on the east (end) e l e v a t i o n . 

. . : ! t. t. ' t • 

Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay fram e bu ildin g wit li t · l, 

roof may be a converted Harm onist s hed structur e , but t his h -1~ l. 

been substantiated. 

65. 336 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Alterations similar to those at 328 13th Street, next 

d o o r . 

66. St. J o~ ~ • s Lutheran Church of Ol d Econ om y a nd Rec t o r y , 
1 32 0 C~u r ch S treet. 
Ke y . c . 182 8-31. 

The church's design is attributed to Frederick Rap p . As th'= 

religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this building 

is the most significant one outside of Old Economy Village. It 

is also one of the few buildings retaining good interior archi­

tectural integrity. 

Of 3x5 bays, and one tall story, the brick church has a multi-

storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street. 

The main section of the church has a gable roof, its ridgepole 

perpendicular to Church Street. Its orange-ish brick is laid in 

common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane, 

wood windows, (most of which appear to be original, although the 

sills have been repl ac e d ,>r r: ,)11 e red with concrete). Windows hav e 

been added on the east end. On the south elevation (along Creese 

Street), there is an arched window in the central bay of t h ic k , 

multi-paned clear glass. The wood soffit an d f as c i a have dent i ls 

and brackets on the north and south (sid e ) el e v ;t t r., 1·t s ; th e eaves 

are returned on the east (end) elevation. 



blocks, a t h r e e - s t o r y shaft of b r i c k , and a wide wood co r n i r t 

beneath the clock tower, with be 11-ca s t - r o o f e d octagonal 

topped by a smaller matching cupola. 

The i n t e r i o r i n t e g r i t y i s good to e x c e l l e n t . The b a r r e l -

vaulted c e i l i n g I s a Harmonist design feature seen also i n the 

Feast H a l l . The v a u l t " r e s t s " on wood p i l a s t e r s with chamfered 

corners and simple c o r n i c e s ; these colunns frame each window-

bay. The flat-topped win.l'..". i r •• s^it within shallow wall ar. • - . 

Most of the open-back pews are the o r i g i n a l . The a l t a r , sr 

g l a s s , and organ are of l a t e r vintage. There i s a square b a l . n y 

centered on the west side of the nave, with p a n e l l i n g and a r a i l i n g 

of turned posts. The nave i s attached on the north side to the 

l a r g e , newer part of the church, but the o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r north 

w a l l has been r e t a i n e d . An e l l i p t i c a l window, one of the most 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d decorative f e a t u r e s i n the community, tops the c e n t r a l 

door on t h i s e l e v a t i o n . 

The clock tower has w a l l s approximately 3' t h i c k at the base. 

P l a s t e r w a l l s on the ground l e v e l give way to b r i c k above. Much 

of the o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e , h e a v i l y worn, i s i n t a c t . The operating 

clock r e t a i n s many of the o r i g i n a l p i e c e s , and i s s t i l l wound by 

hand d a i l y . The two b e l l s , in the tower above the clock, were 

forged i n P i t t s b u r g h . 

The modern church a d d i t i o n i s s i t e d to the east of the Harmonist 

one, and a s m a l l , detached r e c t o r y i s s i t e d on the same l o t to the 

n o r t h of the Harmonist Church. 
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blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wide wood cn r nic~ 

b e n e a t h t h e c 1 o c k t o we r , w i t h be 1 1 - c a s t - r c, o f e d o c t a g o n a ] ~ ' : : , " J , , , 

topped by a smaller matching cupola. 

The interior integrity is good to excellent. The barrel-

vaulted ceiling is a Harmonist design feature seen also in the 

Feast Hall. The vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered 

corners and simple cornices; these col11 :n11s fr ~rn e each win <l 0~· 

bay . The flat-topped shal low wall ar 

Most of the open-back p ews dr~ t he o ri g in al . Th e altar, <.;t 

g 1 a s s , and o r g a n a re o f 1 a t e r v i n t a g e • T he r e i s a s q u a r e b a l •: ·., n y 

centered on the west side of the nave, with panelling and a railing 

of turned posts. The nave is attached on the north side to thi 

large, newer part of the church, but the original exterior north 

wall has been retained. An elliptical window, one of the most 

sophisticated decorative features in the community, tops the central 

door on this elevation. 

The clock tower has walls approximately 3' thick at the base. 

Plaster walls on the ground level give way to brick above. Much 

of the original staircase, heavily worn, is intact. The operating 

clock retains many of the original pieces, and is still wound by 

hand daily. The two bells, in the tower above the clock, wer e 

forged in Pittsburgh. 

The modern church addition is sited to the east of the Har~n :1ist 

one, and a small, detached rectory is sited on the same lot to the 

north of the Harmonist Church. 
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C o n t 1 J 0 n L 1 1. ̂ - . 

TYPE A. C u r r e n t l y undsr.;;oing a complete r e s t o r a t i o n of the 

e x t t ^ r i o r and a p a r t i a l i - . t e . ' i o r r e s t o r a t i o n . The r e c e n t removal 

of t i l e s i d i n g on the shed a d d i t i o n r e v e a l e d t h a t the t i m b e r s 

used i n c o n s t r u c t i o n were numbered w i t h Roman numerals i n the 

t y p i c a l Harmonist manner j u s t as on the main s e c t i o n s of 

b u i l d i n g s . T h i s suggests t h a t many of these shed a d d i t i o n s may 

have h . i ' i h i i l t at the •• ' , p-)V)tMy .it ^ r a t h e r e a r l y 

date when t h o- r e were ri a : i y - i - ' t n i s t s l i v i n g i n the d i s t r i c t . 

68. 14th and Co S t r e t i - , t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826 . 

TYPE A. Located at the major i n t e r s e c t i o n of Economy, t h i s i s 

the e a r l i e s t dated brick house i n the community. Mortar i n the 

a t t i c on the west gable end i s i n s c r i b e d "May 8, 1826." The 

b u i l d i n g has been p a r t i a l l y r e s t o r e d by Harmonle A s s o c i a t e s , a 

l o c a l non-profit organization which helps to support Old Economy 

V i l l a g e . 

69. 267 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t ributing, c.1826. 

TYPE A. I n t e r i o r has good i n t e g r i t y . Has a l a r g e , two-story 

frame addition on the rear ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , probably l a t e 19th 

century. The house i s unusual for i t s large and r e l a t i v e l y 

f i n i s h e d basement. Because of i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n and e a r l y 

date of c o n s t r u c t i o n , the basement of t h i s house may have been 

used for storage of wine or other goods u n t i l the completion 

of the comnunitv sr. .)re and wine c e l l a r . 

68 . 

Contri :,. ;L, ,,. 

TYPE A. Currentl y un d , r i~n ing a complete re s toration of th e 

~ ·,_ t •~ r i o i- ;i n d a pa r t i ; i J j · . , 'c r i ,, r r es t o r il t 1 on . The recent removal 

o f t h •~ s i d 1 n g on t h e s h e cl c1 d d i t 1 o n re v e a 1 e d t h a t the t i m be r s 

used in construction wer e num bered with Roman numerals in the 

typical Harmonist manner just as on the main sections of 

buildings. This suggests th a t many of these shed additions may 

h a v e h , · , , ·, ~ 1 i l t .3 t t h ,. 

d a t e w h e n t 1 i ·: r e w e r e !"": a : , ·. 

14 t h and C· ., _), ?,tr1::t _ . 

Contributin g . 1826. 

,·,is ts liv in g in t he district. 

TYPE A. Located at t he ~ajo r intersection of Economy, this is 

the earliest dated brick ho u se in the community. Mortar in the 

attic on the west gable end is inscribed "May 8, 1826." The 

building has been partially restored by Harmonie Associates, a 

local non-profit organization which helps to support Old Economy 

Village. 

69. 267 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Interior has good integrity. Has a large, two-story 

frame addition on the rear (north) elevation, probably late 19th 

century. The house is unusual for its large and relatively 

finished basement. Because of its central location and early 

date of construction, the basement of this house may have be e n 

used for storage of wine or other goods until the completion 

o f t h e c o ;n ·n n n i r- y .:; .-. . > r e a n d w i n e c e 11 a r • 



7 u . 0 o i ̂  t ti S t r e e t . 

o ri - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

71. 270 14th S t r e e t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPM A. A d d i t i o n s i n c l u d e a door on the west end, windows, and 

porches. The frame shed a d d i t i o n haa been covered with aluminum 

s i d i n g . 

7 2 . 2 7 1 1 - t n .Street. 
Cont r i b u t i n g . 

T rL 1'. Of u n c e r t a i n age, t h i s b u i l d i n g may have? buea one of 

the s i x s i n g l e - s t o r y frame houses b u i l t by the S o c i e t y by 1833; 

i t has the same n o r t h - s o u t h o r i e n t a t i o n and approximate s i z e . I t 

i s known t h a t i t served as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e f o r a t i m e , a l t h o u g h 

the s t o r e ( i n Old Economy V i l l a g e ) a l s o c o n t a i n e d a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e . 

One map l a b e l s t h i s s t r u c t u r e a " h o s p i t a l . " T h i s o n e - s t o r y , g a b l e -

e n d - t o - s t r e e t c o n f i g u r a t i o n seems t o have been common f o r Harmonist 

workshops and o t h e r s m a l l n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s . I n the 

S o c i e t y ' s r e a l - e s t a t e i n v e n t o r y of 1833, t h e r e i s a d o c t o r ' s shop 

l i s t e d i n d i v i d u a l l y at $100.00. 
73. 272 14th S t r e e t . 

N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-1/2 s t o r y 20th c e n t u r y b r i c k d w e l l i n g . 

74. 273 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i h . i t i a g . c.1900 

Two-story, frame b u i l d i n g w i t h a s t o r e f r o n t - t y p e facade, sheathed 

i n aluminum s i d i n g . 
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7v . .:. ;_, ,: 1:. tt i :; t reet. 
~on- Contr ibuting. 

Tw o-story bri c k Foursquare. 

71. 27 0 14th Street. 
Co ntr ibuting. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Additions include a door on the west end, windows, and 

porches. The frame shed addition has been covered with aluainum 

siding. 

7 2 • 2 7 1 l :.. t. r1 ;; t r e e t . 
Co ntrihu ting . 

0 f u n c e r t a i n a g e , th i s bu i 1 d i n g ma y h a v t~ h, ! e 11 o n e o f 

t h e si ~ s ingle-story frame houses built by the Society by 1833; 

it has the same north-south orientation and approximate size. It 

is known that it served as a doctor's office for a time, although 

the store (in Old Economy Village) also contained a doctor's office. 

One map labels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable­

end-to-street configuration seems to have been common for Harmonist 

workshops and other small non-residential buildings. In the 

Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there is a doctor's shop 

listed individually at $100.00. 

73. 272 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

1-1/2 story 20th century brick dwelling. 

74 . 2 73 14th Street. 
\ :, n-C o1:t r i. h ,1t i ,1,:;. ,: .1900 

Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed 

in aluminum siding. 
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_ • . . . ^ i - t ;. .. t r e e t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

George Rapp, the S o c i e t y ' s f o u n d e r , l i v e d i n t h i s house f o r a 

s h o r t time i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r t o the c o m p l e t i o n of the Great House 

(on the grounds of the p r e s e n t museum complex) i n 1826. I n 1826, 

t h i s house was d e s c r i b e d as b e i n g e l e g a n t l y f u r n i s h e d and having 

P h i l a d e l p h i a wallpaper. I t I s a two-story, 6x2 bay b u i l d i n g with 

gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o 14th S t r e e t , r u n n i n g n o r t h -

s i u t h i . The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k , t h e r e i s 

r. v^ood s o f f i t and f a s c i a on door on th? s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There 

i s o n e - s t o r y a d d i t i o n on the east end, and a t w o - s t o r y r e a r p o r c h . 

The o r i g i n a l f o u n d a t i o n m a t e r i a l has been covered by c o n c r e t e b l o c k 

and b r i c k . 

76. 277 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

P r i o r t o the e r e c t i o n of the Great House, F r e d e r i c k Rapp, S o c i e t y 

founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business l e a d e r of the 

S o c i e t y , l i v e d h e r e . The house i s a t w o - s t o r y , 5x2 bay b u i l d i n g 

w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l to 14th S t r e e t . There are 

wood eave r e t u r n s . Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash w i t h 

wood surrounds t h a t appear to date c.1880. A s i n g l e door i s l o c a t e d 

i n a c e n t r a l bay on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There are o n e - s t o r y , 

shed-roofed e x t e n s i o n s on the east and west ends of the b u i l d i n g . 

The stone f o u n d a t i o n i s v i s i b l e on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . A t t a c h e d 

t o the r e a r of t h i s house i s a t w o - s t o r y , 3x2 bay house ( f a c i n g 

B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t ) of wood covelap s i d i n g and gable r o o f , w i t h i t s 

r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t . I t does not appear on 

the S o c i e t y map of 1858, and may have been e r e c t e d t o house o u t s i d e 

workers l a t e r i n the 19th c e n t u r y . 
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:. ~ r t'. e t • 
Contributing. c.1825. 

George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived in this house for~ 

s'10 rt time immediately prior to the completion of the Great House 

(on the grounds of the present museum complex) in 1826. In 1826, 

this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having 

Philadelphia wallpaper. It is a two-story, 6x2 bay building with 

gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street, running north-

s ; u th . The exterior walls are covered with insulbrick, there 18 

- \, o o d so f fit and fascia on door on th ·~ -; t r ,, Pt e 1 e vat i on . Ther e 

is one -story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch. 

The original foundation material has been covered by concrete block 

and brick. 

76. 277 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

Prior to the erection of the Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society 

founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business leader of the 

Society, lived here. The house is a two-story, 5x2 bay building 

with gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street. There are 

wood eave returns. Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with 

wood surrounds that appear to date c.1880. A single door is located 

in a cen tral bay on the street elevation. There are one-story, 

shed -roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building. 

T :1 e s t o n e f o u ,1 d a t l o n i s vi s i b 1 e on t h e s t r e e t e 1 e v a t i o n . A t t a ch e d 

to the rear of this house is a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing 

Boyleston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its 

ri dgE pol e perpendicular to Boyleston Street. It does not appear on 

the Society map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside 

wo rkers later in the 19th century. 
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7/. 2oii l-.th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1920. 

1-1/2 story stucco bungalow. 

78. 289 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing, c.1905. 

Two-story frame building. 

79. 291 14th Street. 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE B. Architectural integrity i s poor, due to aluminum siding 

and window and door replacement. 

8'J. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corit-r Merchant & 14th Streets ) 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. A rear addition, conversion to commercial use, and 

p a r t i a l re-siding have diminished i t s ar c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 

81. Croatian Club, Merchant and 14th Streets, northeast corner. 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE A. Window alterations and a large rear addition were made 

in the 1920s when the building was converted to a bank. John S. 

Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony Society's l a s t major leader, lived 

in this house as a boy. 

82. 309-1/2 14th Street. 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE B. Architectural integrity poor; abuts the Si l v e r Lion 

Inn on i t s east side. 

83. S i l v e r Lion Inn, 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g . 
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, , • L ~j i ~t h S tr e et. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2 story stucco bungalow. 

78. 289 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1905. 

Two-story frame building. 

79. 291 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. Architectural integrity is poor, due to aluminum siding 

and window and door repl acemen t. 

l'3 'J • 1 4 0 1 M e r c h a n t S t r e e t ( no r t h we s t c -1 r , t c· r '-1 ~! r ,: 11 --i ,1 t & 1 4 t h S t r e e t s ) 
Con t ri b u t ing . c. 1 826. 

TYPE A. A rear addition, conversion to commercial use, and 

partial re-siding have diminished its architectural integrity. 

81. Croatian Club, Merchant and 14th Streets, northeast corner. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Window alterations and a large rear addition were made 

in the 1920s when the building was converted to a bank. Johns. 

Dues (1860-1951), the Harmony Society's last major leader, lived 

in this house as a boy. 

82. 309-1/2 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. Architectural inte e rtt y p oo r; abuts the Silver Lion 

Inn on its east side. 

8 3 . Silver Lion Inn, 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One-story brick commercial building. 
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• ; . . . ; , t r I. •. . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. Conversion to commercial use and the a p p l i c a t i o n of 

" h a l f - t i m b e r l n g " have diminished the b u i l d i n g ' s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

i n t e g r i t y . 

85. 316 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

S i m i l a r to the TYPE B house, but s l i g h t l y l a r g e r . Sheathed i n 

i n s u l b r l c k . A l l windows and doors have been replaced, though 

the 3x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n i s i n t a c t . A rear shed i s i n t e r e s t i n g 

f o r i t s s i d i n g of boards w i t h a beaded lower edge. AcoordI to 

Stotz, t h i s was the t y p i c a l Harmonist s i d i n g . This i s the only 

place outside the museum complex where i t i s i n evidence. 

86. 317 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

S i m i l a r to the TYPE B house, t h i s i s s l i g h t l y l a r g e r , i s covered 

w i t h I n s u l b r l c k , and has a four-bay f i r s t f l o o r , w i t h paired 

center doors. One of these doors has a narrow, two-pane transom 

and i s recessed, l i k e a commercial entry. Picture windows were 

added and then f i l l e d i n on t h i s e l e v a t i o n . The house i s nearly 

i d e n t i c a l to 316 14th S t r e e t , across the s t r e e t . 

87. 320 14th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1910 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g a b u t t i n g a Harmonist b u i l d i n g 

to the east. 

88. 324 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

TYPE B. Covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k and aluminum s i d i n g , i t s f i r s t 

f l o o r converted to a bar w i t h a b r i c k extension to the f r o n t . 

Arch'tectural I n t e g r i t y i s poor. 
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Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Conversion to commercial use and the application of 

"half-timbering" have diminished the building's architectural 

integrity. 

85. 316 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

Similar to the TYPE B house, but slightly larger. Sheathed in 

insulbrick. All windows and doors have been replaced, though 

the 3x2 bay configuration is intact. A rear shed is interesting 

for its siding of boards with a beaded lower edge. A,: , : , > r : I i . 1 ~ t c, 

Stotz, this was the typical Harmonist siding. This is the only 

place outside the museum complex where it is in evidence. 

86. 317 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

Similar to the TYPE B house, this is slightly larger, is covered 

with insulbrick, and has a four-bay first floor, with paired 

center doors. One of these doors has a narrow, two-pane transom 

and is recessed, like a commercial entry. Picture windows were 

added and then filled in on this elevation. The house is nearly 

identical to 316 14th Street, across the street. 

87. 320 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist buildi ~g 

to the east. 

88. 324 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

TYPE B. Covered with insulbrick and aluminum siding, its first 

floor converted to a bar with a brick extension to the front. 

Archtectural integrity is poor. 
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C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.lfezo. 

TYPE A. House abuts 1412 Merchant Street (a modern structure) 

on i t s south side. I t s s i t i n g r e f l e c t s the Harmonists' block 

design; i t i s situated in the center of the original block 

between 14th and 15th Streets. The attached section, 1412 Merchant 

Street, i s non-Contrlbutlng. 

90. 1416 Merchant S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Concrete block and frame Dutch Colonial house. 

91. 1422 Merchant S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, suburban-type b r i c k house. 

92. 70 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Re-siding w i t h asphalt shingles, window a l t e r a t i o n s , 

and the a d d i t i o n of a porch have•diminished the house's a r c h i t e c ­

t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . A small shed, possibly Harmonist, i s i n the 

rear. 

93. 75 15th St r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Re-sided w i t h hexagonal asphalt s h i n g l e s ; windows have 

been replaced. 

94. 78 15th St r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

A two-story, 5x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable roof and ridge­

pole p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t and two, one-story extensions on 

the rear e l e v a t i o n . There Is a c e n t r a l transomed door on the 

s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Windows have been a l t e r e d ; b u i l d i n g i s covered 

w i t h i n s u l b r l c k . 

-33-

Co nt ri buting . c . 1820. 

TYPE A. House abuts 1412 Merchant Street (a modern structur e ) 

on its south side. Its siting reflects the Harmonists' block 

design; it is situated in the center of the original block 

between 14th and 15th Streets. The attached section, 1412 Merch~ nt 

Street, is non-Contributing. 

90. 1416 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Concrete block and frame Dutch Colonial hous e . 

91. 14 2 2 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, suburban-type brick h ouse . 

92. 70 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Re-siding with asphalt shingles, window alterations, 

and the addition of a porch have - diminished the house's architec­

tural integrity. A small shed, possibly Harmonist, is in the 

rear. 

93. 75 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Re-sided with hexagonal asphalt shingles; windows have 

been repla c ed. 

94. 78 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

A two-story, 5 x 2 bay frame building with gable roof and ridge­

pole parallel to the street and two, o ne- s t o ry extensions on 

the rear elevation. Th e r e i s~ cAn tral transomed door on the 

street elevation. Windows h av e b e en altered; building is co v e re d 

with insulbrick. 
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95. 79 i 5 t h S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

One s t o r y , non-Harmonist frame house. 

96. 84 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n perma-stone; windows have been r e p l a c e d . 

There are s e v e r a l s m a l l a d d i t i o n s and porches on s i d e s and rear 

of house. 

97. 85 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n aluminum s i d i n g . Door added on s t r e e t 

e l e v a t i o n ; windows r e p l a c e d . 

98. 89 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

One-story, r a n c h - s t y l e house. 

99. 90 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n I n s u l b r l c k ; door moved t o s t r e e t e l e v a ­

t i o n ; windows r e p l a c e d . 

100. 91 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n aluminum s i d i n g ; windows r e p l a c e d ; one-

s t o r y e x t e n s i o n on east end. 

101. 92 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

102. 1427 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1824 

Of l o g c o n s t r u c t i o n , but s i m i l a r t o the b r i c k and frame 

Hamonist houses, t h i s i s one of the f i r s t houses used hy th--

Harmonists upon t h e i r a r r i v a l a t Economy. A c c o r d i n g to the 

former c u r a t o r of the Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s b u i l d i n g was 

moved onto the s i t e by the Ha r mo n i t ' . \ order t o housc wor'r.ers 

as they e r e c t ê'. o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . "ow covered w i t h al.;-'nu;-. 

Yj. 79 ljth Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

96. 84 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed in perma-stone; windows have been replaced. 

There are •everal small additions and porches on sides and rear 

of house. 

97. 85 15th Street. 
Contributini, c .18~~-

TYPE B. S h e a t h e d i n a 1 um i nu m s i d i n g . D o o r a d d e d on s t r e ,, '..: 

elevation; windows replaced. 

98. 89 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

One-story, ranch-style house. 

99. 90 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed in insulbrick; door moved to street eleva-

tion; windows replaced. 

100. 91 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed in aluminum siding; windows replaced; one-

story extension on east end. 

101. 92 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

102. 1427 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1824 

Of log construction, but similar to the brick and fra~ e 

Hamon i st ho us e s , this is one of the f i r s t house s 11 s e .:l '., y th .., 

Harmonists upon their arrival at Economy. According to the 

former curator of the Old Economy Village, this building was 

moved onto th e s i t e by the Harm o 11 ; ~: ~ ·~ , \ ,) rd er t o h o us-=: ,.: o ~ ·,. •c· r s 

a s t h e y e r e c t '::' . ! n t ;, P r h u i 1 d i n g s . 
') / 



shape. There i s a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 

103. 1501 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE A. The s l i g h t l y b e l l - c a s t r o o f l i n e i s unique i n the 

d i s t r i c t . O v e r a l l I n t e g r i t y i s good, w i t h o r i g i n a l window 

frames and door l o c a t i o n I n t a c t . A b r i c k porch has been added 

on the west end. 

104. 100 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE b. Much of the e x t e r i o r i s sheathed w i t h asphalt 

shingles; the bottom three feet or so of the house have been 

parged w i t h concrete. There i s a door on the s t r e e t eleva­

t i o n as w e l l as on the east end. The rear a d d i t i o n i s a t y p i c a l 

i n having a separate, lower r o o f l i n e than the main part of the 

house. 

105. 1500 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1812. 

This was one of the f i r s t b u i l d i n g s used by the Harmonists. 

Formerly located on another s i t e i n the area, t h i s house was 

purchased by the Harmonists and moved to i t s present s i t e 

i n 1824 as a place f o r Society founder George Rapp to l i v e , 

u n t i l another s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g could be erected. (^app sub­

sequently moved to 274 14th Street and then the Great House.) 

This was o r i g i n a l l y the home of Ephralm Blaine, f a t h e r of 

James Blaine, the candidate f o r president i n 1884, and the owner 

of land sold to the Harmonists f o r t h e i r settlement. 
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shape. There is a door on the street elevation. 

103. 1501 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE A. The slightly bell-cast roofline ls unique in the 

district. Overall integrity is good, with original window 

frames and door location intact. A brick porch has been added 

on the west end. 

104. 100 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE 8. Much of the exterior is sheathed with asp h&lt 

shingles; the bottom three feet or so of the house have been 

parged with concrete. There is a door on the street eleva­

tion as well as on the east end. The rear addition is atypical 

in having a separate, lower roofline than the main part of the 

house. 

105. 1500 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1812. 

This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonists. 

Formerly located on another site in the area, this house was 

purchased by the Harmonists and moved to its present site 

in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live, 

until another suitable building could be er ec t ~d . 

sequently moved to 274 14th Street and then the Great House.) 

This was originally the home of Ephraim Blaine, father of 

James Blaine, the candidate for president in 1884, and the owner 

of land sold to the ~armonists for their settlement. 
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'•. ; : ̂  r serving as ^. t >^ s t empo r d r r e =^ i c e :• ee , i :. 

b u i l d i n g became the schoolhouse u n t i l 1884 , w'lea i t was r e ­

placed by the b u i l d i n g at 1515 Church S t r e e t . 

E a r l y photographs of the bu i l d i n g before i t was resided 

show that the o r i g i n a l s i d i n g was wood of varying widths. 

There was a 5x4 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , with s l x - o v e r - s l z double 

hung windows and two small a t t i c windows In each gable end. 

D e s c r i b e d as a schoolhouse i n the S o c i e t y ' s 1833 I n v e n t o r y 

of r e a l e s t a t e , the b u i l d i n g was va l u e d at $600.00, the san'i 

as one of the Harmo n i s t s ' double houses. 

2-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l , the b u i l d i n g now has a 5x2 bay c o n f i g ­

u r a t i o n and i s sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . 

106. 262 1 5 t h S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, b r i c k Spanish C o l o n i a l - s t y l e house. 

107. 264 1 5 t h S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-1/2 s t o r y , frame bungalow. 

108. 269 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . Porch added on 

east end; c o n c r e t e b l o c k garage i n r e a r . 

109. 270 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1824 

This i s a l a r g e , t w o - s t o r y wood/frame b u i l d i n g of 5x3 bays, 

w i t h a gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o 15th S t r e e t . Unusual 

f e a t u r e s of the house are the c e n t r a l doorway on the n o r t h 

( s t r e e t ) e l e v a t i o n , which has a three-paned transom and s i d e ­

l i g h t s , recessed w i t h i n a p a n e l l e d s u r r o u i d , and the d e c o r a t i v e 

stone w a t e r t a b l e on the f r o n t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , w i t h the stones 

I n c i s e d w i t h h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s . 
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• • • J. l ' 

bu i 1 d 1 n g became the sch o o 1 house u n t i 1 1 8 8 4 , w: 1 , : ;1 i t "' a s r 1:: -

placed by the building at 1515 Church Street. 

Early photographs of the building before it wa s resided 

show that the original siding was wood of varying widths. 

There was a Sx4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double 

hung windows and two small attic windows in each gable end. 

Described as a schoolhouse in the Society's 183 3 in ve nto r y 

of real estate, the building was valued at $600.00, the sa ne 

as on e of the Harmonists' doub le houses. 

2-1/2 stories tall, the building now has a 5x2 bay config­

uration and is sheathed with aluminum sidin3. 

106. 262 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, brick Spanish Colonial-style house. 

107. 264 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

1-1/2 story, frame bungalow. 

108. 269 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed with aluminum siding. Porch added on 

east end; concrete block garage in rear. 

109. 270 15th Street. 
Cont ributing. 1824 

Tlli s is a large, two-story wood/fram e building o f Sx3 :::ays , 

with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15th Street. Unusual 

features of the house are the central doorway on t he n a r t~ 

(street) elevation, which h as a t hree-p an e d tr a n s om an d~ : ~~ -

1 i g h t s , re c e s s e d w i th i n a pa n ~ 11 e d s u r r ,1 , 1 ,d , and th e de c o r a t i v e 

stone watertable on the front (north) elevation, with the stones 

i ncised with h o rizo nt a l l i ne s . 
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was perhaps the f i r s t b u i l d i n g e r e c t e d here hy the Ha rn^on 1 s t s, 

and was begun on May 8, 1824, the da/ of t h e i r a r r i v a l . I t 

served as the S o c i e t y ' s meeting-house u n t i l the c o m p l e t i o n of 

the Feast H a l l I n 1828, and housed some of the Harmonists u n t i l 

the f a m i l y houses were b u i l t . I t s u b s e q u e n t l y served as a g r a n a r y 

and a f i r e b a l l . A l t h o u g h one source ( t h e survey of 1977 ) stit»js 

t h a t t h i s i s a l o g s t r u c t u r e , i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t a l o g b u i l d i n g 

would have had a dressed stone w a t e r t a b l e and door such as t i i i s . 

Though the i n s u l b r l c k s i d i n g has been on the house as Ion- th? 

c u r r e n t owner has owned i t , he has no reason to t h i n k t h a t the 

s t r u c t u r e i s l o g underneath, and b e l i e v e s I t i s of simple wood l a p 

8 i d i n g . 

The S o c i e t y r e a l e s t a t e i n v e n t o r y of 1833 l i s t s an " o l d 

g r a n a r y w i t h s e l l e r ; " s i n c e , by 1833, the gra n a r y on the p r e s e n t 

museum p r o p e r t y was completed. I t ' s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s b u i l d i n g 

was the " o l d " g r a n a r y r e f e r r e d t o — n i n e years o l d a t t h a t t i m e . 

I t was v a l u e d at o n l y $400.00. 

110. 271 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k ; a porch has been added on 

the east end. 

111. 275 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, s u b u r b a n - s t y l e b r i c k house. 

112. 274 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story modern b r i c k h i use. 
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was perhaps the first building erected h ~rP. h y th e Har r-~ r.ists , 

and was begun on May 8, lf\24 , th ~ ci-1/ ~f their arriv al. It 

served as the Society's me eting-house until the compl e ti on of 

the Feast Hall in 1828, and housed some of the Harmonist s until 

the faaily houses were built. It subsequently served as a granary 

and a fireball. Although one source (the survey of 1977) ~t~te ➔ 

that this is a log structure, it seems unlikely that a lo g b u ildin3 

1.vould have had a dressed stone watertable and door such a s Ll1i '"' . 

Though the ins u 1 brick s id in g has been on th e ho use as 1 o n ·• . - ~ ! 1
\ ! 

current owner has owned it, he has no reason to think that t he 

structure is log underneath, and believes lt is of simple wood lap 

siding. 

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 lists an "old 

granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present 

museum property was completed, it's possible that this building 

was the "old" granary referred to--nine years old at that time. 

It was valued at only $400.00. 

110. 271 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Covered with insulbrick; a porch has been added on 

the east end. 

111. 275 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick hou se . 

112. 274 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story modern bri ck h ouse- . 
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- 1 3 . 2 7 3 1 5 t li L r • 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h modern orange b r i c k , f o u r t h 

bay has been added on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 

114. 276 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE C. Covered with asbestos s i d i n g . A one-story attached 

shed at the rear may be p a r t l y Harmonist. 

115. 284 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

116. 285 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

117. 286 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830 

According to the former curator of Old Economy V i l l a g e and 

an e a r l y map of the community, t h i s was the Harmonists' wagon 

shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on i t s s i t e . 

The 1-1/2 s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g i s wider than i t i s 

l o n g , w i t h i t s r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o 15th S t r e e t . The 

r o o f l i n e extends on the east end, g i v i n g the b u i l d i n g an asym­

m e t r i c a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . E x t e r i o r w a l l s are sheathed w i t h 

aluminum l a p s i d i n g . Windows are a l l replacements; one or two 

frames may be o r i g i n a l . A door i s l o c a t e d o f f - c e n t e r on tl i e 

s t r e e t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n . 

118. 291 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Covered w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . .An a 1 u-ni n um-s i de d 

shed w i t h a c e n t r a l b r i c k chimney i s s i t e d behind the house. 

-38-

Contributing. c.18 2 8. 

TYPE B. Has been covered wi th mo dern orange bri ~~ . fou rt h 

bay has been added on the street e l e vation . 

114. 276 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE c. Covered with asbestos siding. A one-story attached 

shed at the rear may be partly Harmonist. 

115. 284 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-stor y b r i ck Foursquare. 

116. 285 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

117. 286 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830 

According to the former curat~r of Old Economy Village and 

an early map of the community, this was the Harmonists' wagon 

shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on its site. 

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building is wider than it is 

long, with its ridgepole perpendicular to 15th Stre e t. The 

roofline extends on the east end, giving the building an asy m­

metrical configuration. Exterior walls are sheathed with 

aluminum lap siding. Windows are all re p l ac e ments ; one o r t wo 

frames may be ori ein~l . A. do or is locat e d off - cen t er o --i the 

s treet (north) elevation. 

118. 291 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Covered with alu rninu~ sidin g . A~ a}u~in u rn -s iied 

shed with a central brick chimney is sited be h i nd t he hou se . 
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C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h modern orange b r i c k . I t s 

I n t e g r i t y has been f u r t h e r diminished by th-^ • ; rslon of the 

f i r s t f l o o r to the S t a i r G r i l l bar and reskurant, now defunct. 

A brick addition on the north side of the building has a 

gable roof. 

120. 1426 Merchant Street. 
Contributing, c.1828. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted and conspi ^ y r i - ^ i n t ed , 

cornice i s covered w i t h aluminum, and windows hive been widened. 

121. 1500 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1828. 

TYPE A. This house i s unusual In lacking a shed addition and 

retaining a r e l a t i v e l y large amount of i t s orig i n a l rear yard. 

Also, much of i t s block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk. 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 

north s i d e . The door on the east end i s i n i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n 

and p o s s i b l y i t s o r i g i n a l frame. Another door i s located on the 

f west end and was probably added i n the l a t e 19th century. The stone 

foundation ls ) l v i s i b l e on the east, south, and west e l e v a t i o n s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house r e t a i n s unusually good i n t e g r i t y , 

w i t h most of the o r i g i n a l w a l l s and p l a s t e r i n t a c t -f i 1 u ich of 

the wood t r i m . The surround of the door on the west end i s 

V i c t o r i a n , suggesting that I t was a la t e 19th century a l t e r ­

a t i o n . "1828" i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the gable end of the 

a t t i c . 

V 
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Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern or~~ g~ brick. Its 

integrity has been further diminished by t h ~ 

✓ ' 
first floor to the Stair Grill bar and resaur an t, now defunct. 

A brick addition on the north side of the building has a 

gable roof. 

120. 1426 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted and c on-;pi . 

c o r n i c e i s c o v e r e d w i th a 1 um i nu m , a n d w i n d o ;,,· s l. , . ., c. be e n w i d e n e d . 

121. 1500 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1828. 

TYPE A. This house is unusual in lacking a shed addition and 

retaining a relatively large amount of its original rear yard. 

Also, much of its block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk. 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 

north side. The door on the east end is in its oriBinal location 

and possibly its original frame. Another door is located on the 

west end and was probably added in the late 19th century. The stone 

foundation is~ visible on the east, south, and west elevations. 

The interior of the house retains unusually good integrity, 

with most of the original walls and plaster int-3 ,.:i: ~ ;L"l 11 ,1r:h of 

the wood triin. Th e ,,;,1rround of the door on the west end is 

Victorian, suggesting that lt ~~s a late 19th century alter-

ation. 

attic. 

"1828" is inscribed in mortar in the gable end of the 
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C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. The o r i g i n a l t h r e e - b a y c o n f i g u r a t i o n of the n o r t h 

and south s i d e s i s now v i s i b l e only on the south .sL.li-; t'le 

c e n t r a l bay of the n o r t h s i d e has been covered over. This 

b u i l d i n g may have been moved a s h o r t d i s t a n c e when L a u g h l l n 

S t r e e t , i m m e d i a t e l y t o the n o r t h , was i n s t a l l e d . I t i s out of 

a l i g n m e n t w i t h the s u r r o u n d i n g Harmonist houses and r e s t s on a 

modern f o u n d a t i o n . 

123. 1514 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1884. 

One of the l a r g e s t extant Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , t h i s two-

st o r y , 7x3 bay frame b u i l d i n g was erected as a school for the 

c h i l d r e n who worked and l i v e d at Economy. Now covered with 

aluminum s i d i n g . The carved stone steps on the front are 

i n t a c t , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Harmonists a t t r a c t i v e stonework. 

124. 274 Laughlln S t r e e t . 
Non-Contrlbutlng. 

Small, non-Harmonist, one-story frame b u i l d i n g reportedly moved 

from another s i d e . 

125. 1515 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house d i f f e r s from the TYPE A house o n l y i n having 

a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . There i s no v i s i b l e evidence of t h e r e 

ever h - l n g a t h i r d bay on the long ( n o r t h a . s o u t h ) s i d e s , how­

eve r . Other houses w i t h t h i s c o n f i g u r a t i o n are the Lenz House 

i n Old Economy V i l l a g e and 1216 Church S t r e e t . B r i c k i s p a i n t e d ; 

window frames and a door f r a u e app=: = '." to be o r i g i n a l . 
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Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. The original three-bay confi gu ration of the north 

and south sides is now visible only o n t •, ., so uth sl: l s: ; t h e 

central bay of the north side has been covered over. This 

building may have been moved a short distance when Laughlin 

Street, immediately to the north, was installed. It is out of 

alignment with the surrounding Harmonist houses and rests on a 

modern foundation. 

123. 1514 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1884. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist bu i~1 ings, this two­

story, 7x3 bay frame building was erected as a school for the 

children who worked and lived at Economy. Now covered with 

aluminum siding. The carved stone 6teps on the front are 

intact, representative of the Harmonists attractive stonework. 

124. 274 Laughlin Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Small, non-Harmonist, one-story frame building reportedly moved 

from another side. 

125. 1515 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house differs from the TYPE A house only in having 

a 2x2 bay configuration. There is no visi ~ : e evidence of there 

e v e r h •~ i. ,1 3 a th i r d b a y on t h e 1 o n g ( n o r t h ~ . s,u th) sides, how-

ever. Other houses with this configuration -1re the Lenz House 

in Old Economy Village and 1216 Church Stre~t. Brick is painted; 

w i n do w f ram e s a n d a d o o r f r o. :.1 e ,: p p ::: ~ ,· t ~' b e :, r i g i n a 1 • 



. _ • . o ;̂  a n d 7 : r. L . : : 1. I . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable ro o f , ridge­

pole p a r a l l e l to 16th S t r e e t . According to the former cirat:or 

of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s was the tanner's shop f o r the 

Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary i n t h i s 

area, v l t h the tannery across the s t r e e t . Perhaps I t was moved 

to t h i s s i t e at a l a t e r time. I t Is s i m i l a r i n size and plan to 

260-264 16th S t r e e t . 

127. 72 16th Str e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1905. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

128. 74 16th S t r e e t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h b r i c k , and the bay confi g u r ­

a t i o n has been a l t e r e d to 2x2 bays. I n t e g r i t y i s poor. 

129. 78 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h i n s u l b r l c k , w i t h an aluminum cornice 

and window and door replacements. 

130. 84 16th St r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g , w i t h t y p i c a l window 

and door a l t e r a t i o n s . 

131. 90 16th Str e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h alu-iin.in s i d i n g ; w i t h t y p i c a l window 

and door a l t e r a t i o n s . .>'"., .ne-story a d d i t i o n i s on the 

west end. A frame garage i s in the re,..r. 

Contributing. c.1830. 

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame build in g with gable roof, rids~-

p o 1 e par a 11 e 1 t o 1 6 t h S t r e e t . J.. c c 'J r d i n g t o t he f o r me r c ,J r 'l t ,) r 

of Old Economy Village, this was the tanner's shop for the 

Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary in this 

area, with the tannery across the street. Perhaps it was moved 

to this site at a later time. It i s similar in size and plan to 

260-264 16th Stre e t. 

127. 72 16th Street. 
Non-C on tributing. c.19 0 5. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame h ouse. 

128. 74 16th Street. 

Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and the bay configur-

ation has been altered to 2x2 bays. Integrity is poor. 

129. 78 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrick, with an aluminum cornice 

and window and door replacements. 

130. 84 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheath e •-! wi.th aluminum siding, with typical window 

and door alterations. 

131. 90 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with alu 7in :1, s idin g; with typical window 

and door alterati o~ s . . , : ~e - st~ ~f a ddition is on the 

west end. A frame garage i s in t h e r e ~r . 



C o n t r i i i l t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . I n t e g r i t y i s poor, 

due to the c o n v e r s i o n of tli-u f i r s t f l o o r to commercial use, 

w i t h a s t o r e f r o n t f a c i n g Church S t r e e t . 

133. 260 and 264 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole 

p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t . Two wood sheds are l o c a t e d i n the r e a r ; 

one of these faces Church S t r t - e t . Both have gable r o o f s and 

narrow lap s i d i n g . Accordin,.- to the former c i ' - a i n r of Old 

Economy, t h i s was the cooper's shop f o r the S o c i e t y . I t i s 

s i m i l a r i n s i z e and des i g n to the t a n n e r ' s shop at 68-70 16th 

S t r e e t . T h i s may have been the house of the cooper and h i s 

h e l p e r s as w e l l as h i s work area. The 1833 r e a l e s t a t e i n v e n ­

t o r y of the S o c i e t y l i s t s a cooper's shop, but values i t at 

onl y $100.00, much l e s s than the t y p i c a l $600.00 value of a 

l a r g e frame house such as t h i s one. Perhaps t h i s b u i l d i n g 

r e p l a c e s a s m a l l e r , e a r l i e r one. Or, the s m a l l r e a r sheds 

and outdoor space may have been the a c t u a l coopers work area. 

The S o c i e t y ' s coopers produced the wine casks, some of which 

remain i n the wine c e l l a r beneath the T a i l o r Shop. 

134. 288 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. The pr e s e n t wood s i . l ' n j does not appear to be o r i ­

g i n a l . There have been some window and door a l t e r a t i o n s . A 

modern garage i s i n the r e a r . 
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Con t r i i> , ~ i n g • c . 18 3 v . 

TYPE B. Sheathed wit h a lu minum siding. Integrity is poor, 

due to th e conversion of t h -_ fi r s t floor to commercial use, 

with a st o refront facing Church Street. 

133. 260 and 264 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole 

parallel to the street. Tw o wo od sheds are located in the rear; 

one of these faces Church Str ~~t . Bo th have gable roofs and 

narrow lap si di n ~ . Ac c o r d i :-, :-· t ·, t '1 e f o r m e r c 1 ,. , 1 i . , , r , , f ') l , I 

Economy, this was the cooper' s shop for the Society. It is 

similar in size and design t o the tanner's shop at 68-70 16th 

Street. This may have been the house of the cooper and his 

helpers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven-

tory of the Society lists a cooper's shop, but values it at 

only $100.00, much less than the typical $600.00 value of a 

large frame house such as this one. Perhaps this building 

replaces a smaller, earlier one. Or, the small rear sheds 

and outdoor space may have been the actual coopers work area. 

The Society's coopers produced the wine casks, some of which 

remain in the wine cellar beneath the Tailor Shop. 

1 3 4 • 2 8 8 1 6 t 11 S t r e e t . 
Contributing. c.183 0 . 

TYPE B. The present wood s i.1 ; 11 :..; , 1 , _i e s n ~ t appear to be or i -

ginal. There have been some window and door alterations. A 

modern garage is i n t he re a r. 
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13 5. i t) t •:. <' . >i t r c h d !i t •• . •• , . r I !. w ; L u r ue r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Attached t<> a modern commercial b u i l d i n g on I t s west 

side and adapted f o r comme'-elal use on I t s f i r s t f l o o r , t h i s 

building has poor i n t e g r i t y . A l l windows have been altered. 

The house i s one of the few that retains i t s original gable-end 

roofline configuration, however. 

136. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1829. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted, windows and doors have been 

replaced. The owner r e p — r s that "1829" i s Inscribed i n the 

house's a t t i c . The house i s r e l a t i v e l y unusual i n r e t a i n i n g 

much of i t s o r i g i n a l yard. 

l 3;, • ~ o t >, ~- r c i, d ; , ~ . ; ~ 1. ~ ~ :: l Lvfll t! . 

Contributing. c.183 0 . 

TYPE A. At tac he d t " , i ,11 n d P. r n comm e r c 1 a 1 bu 11 d 1 n g on 1 t s we s t 

s 1 de a n d a d a p t e d f o r c o m iJ •: ,... , '. Lil u s e o n 1 t s f i r s t f 1 o or , th i s 

building has poor integrity. All windows have been altered. 

The house is one of the few that retains its original gable-end 

roofline configuration, however. 

136. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant Streets). 
Contributing. c.1829. 

TYPE A. 

replace d . 

Brick has be e ~ pa i n ted, windows and doors have been 

The ow ner r e r -- , tc: th a t "1829" is inscrlh e<l in t he 

house's attic. The h o us e is relatively unusual in retaining 

much of its original yard. 



8. 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2L 1800-1899 
1900-

Aroas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 

. communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

?L industry 
invention 

landscape architecture JL. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Spaelffic dates 1825-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society 

Statamant of Signif icanca (in ana paragraph) 

(SEE ATTACHED) 

--------- - ·· -- · ·-- --·--·-·· ·- · --- -·· - ··· 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
__ archeology-preh istoric . _ ~ community planning __ landscape architecture~ rellglon 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture ___ education __ military __ social/ 

__ prehistoric 
_ 140~1499 
_ 150~1599 
_ 160~1699 
_ 170~1799 
~ 180~1899 
_190~ 

__ art _ engineering __ music humanitarian 
~ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications ~ Industry __ polltics/government __ transportation 

_ Invention _ other (specify) 

-...C,fflc date• 1825-1905 ■ullder/Archltect The Harmony Society 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

(SEE ATTAC HED) 

• 

-

... "·. ,. 
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1 i,> . . . i !.j.bcuii,c i^andmark, encompassing the re m a i n i n g 

b u i l d i n g s of the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s most s u c c e s s f u l s e t t l e m e n t a t Economy, 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the most complete s i t e of t h i s I m p o r t a n t 

communitarian sect which had a s i g n i f i c a n t impact on the commercial, 

i n d u s t r i a l , and f i n a n c i a l w o r l d s of 19th c e n t u r y America. D u r i n g i t s 

e x i s t e n c e a t Economy, the Harmony S o c i e t y achieved a c h i e v e d n a t i o n a l 

r e c o g n i t i o n f o r i t s w o o l , c o t t o n , and s i l k i n d u s t r i e s , and was known 

n a t i o n a l l y i n i t = c o n m e r c i a l and f i n a n c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , many of which 

c o n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o the development of the American West. The 

S o c i e t y ' s e x t r r. -.• r r y p r o d u c t i v i t y t e s t i f i e s both to the d e d i c a t i o n of 

i t s members—who p r a c t i s e d p a c i f i s m , communal s h a r i n g of p r o p e r t y and 

w e a l t h , and c e l i b a c y w i t h a p i e t i s t i c b e l i e f i n C h r i s t ' s Second Coming—and 

to the magnetism of l e a d e r s George and F r e d e r i c k Rapp, who were the S o c i e t y 

members' i n t e r c e s s o r s w i t h the o u t s i d e w o r l d . One of the l o n g e s t - l i v e d of 

the many 1 9 t h c e n t u r y c ommunitarian s e c t s , the Harmony S o c i e t y was 

e v e n t u a l l y weakened by the deaths of F e d e r l c k and George Rapp i n 1834 and 

1847, the I n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , and a d i m i n i s h i n g p o p u l a t i o n . The S o c i e t y 

was o f f i c i a l l y d i s s o l v e d i n 1905, one hundred years a f t e r i t s 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n . The r e m a i n i n g Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , c o m p r i s i n g the N a t i o n a l 

H i s t o r i c Landmark, are a p h y s i c a l legacy of the S o c i e t y ' s most s u c c e s s f u l 

p e r i o d . 

German p i e t i s t s from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists f o l l o w e d 

George Rapp to America i n 1804-1805 to secure r e l i g i o u s freedom. L i k e 

o t h e r p i e t i s t groups, they b e l i e v e d i n a more d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h God 

than p r o v i d e d f o r i n L u t h e r a n o r t h o d o x y , and sought t o minimize the r o l e of 

the c h u r c h , i t s c e r etion i e s , and i t s dogma. T h e i r somewhat m y s t i c a l f a i t h 

- 1 -

., 
.1 lit · ... ~ ;. : •. , ~ r • .i.!:> L ur ic Land mark, e nc ompassing the r·emaining 

buildings of th~ Ha rmony Society's most successful settlement at Economy, 

Penn sylvan ia , is sign ificant as the most complete site of this important 

communitarian sect which had a significant impact on the commercial, 

industrial, and financial worlds of 19th century America. During its 

existence at Economy, the Harmony Society achieved achieved national 

recognition for its wool, cotton, and silk industries, and was known 

nationally in it ~ comm er cial and financial activities, many of which 

contributed si gnifican tly to the development of the American West. The 

Soc iety's extr ~ : ~ · :- · ~y prod uctivity testifies both to the dedication of 

---its members--wh o p ractised pacifism, communal sharing of property and 

wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief in Christ's Second Coming--and 

to the magnetism of leaders George and Frederick Rapp, who were the Society 

members' intercessors with the outside world. One of the longest-lived of 

the many 19th century communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was 

eventually weakened by the deaths of Federick and George Rapp in 1834 and 

1847, the industrial revolution, and a diminishing population. 

was officially dissolved in 1905, one hundred years after its 

The Society 

incorporation. The remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National 

Historic Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful 

period. 

German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 

George Rapf t o Acerica in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 

other pietist groups, they believed in a more direct relationship with God 

than provided for in Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the role of 

t h e c h u r .:: \. , i t s c e r .:: ;:i c., n i e s , and i t s do gm a • Their somewhat mystical faith 
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Rapp's magnetism as s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r / p r o p h e t . I t h e l d t h a t C h r i s t ' s r e t u r n 

t o e a r t h would r e s t o r e mankind t o I t s o r i g i n a l pure, androgynous n a t u r e . 

There was c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n f l i c t w i t h i n the S o c i e t y over c e r t a i n t e n e t s - - t h e 

s h a r i n g of w e a l t h and p r a c t i s e of c e l i b a c y , i n p a r t i c u l a r — a n d George Rapp 

and h i s adopted son, F r e d e r i c k , have been c r i t i c i z e d as being d i c t a t o r i a l , 

u n - C h r l s t i a n , and even c r u e l i n t h e i r t r e a t m e n t of S o c i e t y members and 

management of the S o c i e t y ' s w e a l t h . The m e r i t s of the S o c i e t y ' s p h i l o s o p h y 

and manager.!, nt a s i d e , however, the Harmonists were able to combine a 

r e l i g i o u s l . f e - . t y l e w i t h an e x t r a o r d i n a r y degree of economic success. 

Economy's p r o d u c t i v i t y was based m a i n l y on i n d u s t r y , r a t h e r than on 

a g r i c u l t u r e , i n c o n t r a s t t o the Harmonists' two p r e v i o u s s e t t l e m e n t s at 

Harmony, PA (1805-1818) and New Harmony, IN (1815-1824). T h i s i s r e f l e c t e d 

i n the acreage of Economy, the s m a l l e s t of the t h r e e s e t t l e m e n t s , w i t h 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000 a c r e s . I n t e n d i n g t o remain at Economy u n t i l the Second 

Coming, which they i n i t i a l l y b e l i e v e d would be b e f o r e the year 1850, the 

Harmonists b u i l t and purchased the most advanced machinery at Economy. 

T h e i r wool m i l l , c o t t o n m i l l , and s t o r e were among the e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s 

to be e r e c t e d . 

A l l goods were s o l d under the name of F r e d e r i c k Rapp, the S o c i e t y ' s 

business manager and l e a d e r I n t e m p o r a l a f f a i r s . Because much of Rapp's 

correspondence was I n German and he conducted business t h r o u g h v a r i o u s 

agents, the f u l l e x t e n t of the S o c i e t y ' s business d e a l i n g s and involvement 

i n f i n a n c e and p o l i t i c s was not w i d e l y known at the t i m e . However, K a r l 

J.R. A r n d t , the p r o l i f i c Harmonist c h r o n i c l e r and s c h o l a r , c r e d i t s 

Y r e d t - i c e , R ?. p p ( 1 786-1834 ) as being "one of the most I n f l u e n t i a l and 

-2-
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Rapp's mag~e tism as spiritual leader/prophet. It held that Christ's return 

to eart h wo uld restore mankind to its original pure, androgynous nature. 

Ther e was cons iderable conflict within the Society over certain tenets--the 

sharing o f wealth and practise of celibacy, in particular--and George Rapp 

and his adopted son, Frederick, have been criticized as being dictatorial, 

un-Christian, and even cruel in their treatment of Society members and 

management o f the Society's wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy 

and mana ge = L,t as i de, however, the Harmonists were able to combine a 

religi ou s ::~~s tyle with an e x traordinary degree of economic success. 

Econ oc y ' s p roductivity was based mainly on industry, rather than on 

agriculture, in contrast to the Harmonists' two previous settlements at 

Harmony, PA (1805-1818) and New Harmony, IN (1815-1824). This is reflected 

in the acreage of Economy, the smallest of the three settlements, with 

approximately 3,000 acres. Intending to remain at Economy until the Second 

Coming, which they initially believed would be before the year 1850, the 

Harmonists built and purchased the most advanced machinery at Economy. 

Their wool mill, cotton mill, and store were among the earliest buildings 

to be erected. 

All goods were sold under the name of Frederick Rapp, the Society's 

business manager and leader in temporal affairs. Because much of Rapp's 

corresp on de n ce was in German and he conducted business through various 

a gen t s , t he full ex tent of the Society's business dealings and involvement 

in finance and politics was not widely known at the time. However, Karl 

J . R . Arndt, the p r o lific Harmonist chronicler and scholar, credits 

~!~dL-ic;: k S?? (i 786 -1834) as being "one of the mo st influential and 
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Originally trained as an architect and stone mason, he was cultured, 

well-travelled, and acquainted with and adept at dealing with prominent 

American businessmen and p o l i t i c i a n s . Forty years old in 1826, Frederick 

was at the height of his a b i l i t i e s at Economy, even as s p i r i t u a l leader 

George Rapp, then seventy, was becoming le s s vigorous. 

Under Frederick Rapp's d i r e c t i o n , Harmonist I n d u s t r y f l o u r i s h e d during 

the 1820s and 1830s. The wool and cotton m i l l s were the Society's most 

important e a r l y i n d u s t r i e s at Economy. T r a v e l l e r s ' accounts i n the I82O5 

and l i s describe the products of both m i l l s as being of high q u a l i t y and 

In great demand. The wool, from the desirable Merino and Saxon sheep, was 

dyed and woven i n t o various c l o t h s , among which the red f l a n n e l was most 

popular. Blankets were an important commodity, though the p a c i f i s t 

Harmonists declined an o f f e r from the U.S. Government to buy 300 of them 

f o r use i n m i l i t a r y h o s p i t a l s . Cotton c l o t h was produced i n s o l i d colors 

as w e l l as a mix of blue and w h i t e , c a l l e d casslnet, t h a t was "much i n 

demand i n Tennesse."2 I n f a c t , the Society had "a v i r t u a l monopoly of 

cotton and woolen yarn and c l o t h on the Upper Ohio."3 The machinery used 

i n both f a c t o r i e s i n 1826 Included some purchased i n P i t t s b u r g h and others 

made at Economy. Their steam heating system which u t i l i z e d a pipe running 

the length of each b u i l d i n g , i n v a r i a b l y impressed v i s t o r s . The Society was 

among the f i r s t to Introduce steam to a c t u a l l y power t h e i r I n d u s t r i e s , as 

w e l l . By 1833, when a d e t a i l e d Inventory of Harmonist r e a l estate and 

machinery was recorded, the Society claimed over $50,000 worth of r e a l 

estate and equipment r e l a t e d to the cotton and wool f a c t o r i e s alone. 

Th? I'oOs saw the beginning of the Harmonists' successful e x p e r i -
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Ori g i n ally trained as an architect and stone mason, he was cultured, 

we l l - t r a velled, and acquainted with and adept at dealing with prominent 

Ame r ican businessmen and politicians. Forty years old in 1826, Frederick 

was a t the height of his abilities at Economy, even as spiritual leader 

George Rapp. then seventy. was becoming less vigorous. 

Under Frederick Rapp's direction. Harmonise industry flourished during 

the 182 0 s and 1830s. The wool and cotton mills were the Society's most 

i mport 2. n ~ ea rl y industries at Economy. Travellers' accounts in the 182 0s 

an d : 0 5 : ~ des cr ibe the products of both mills a s being of high quality a ~d 

in g re a t dem and. The wool, from the desirable Merino and Saxon sheep, was 

dyed and woven into various cloths, among which the red flannel was most 

popular. Blankets were an important commodity, though the pacifist 

Harmonists declined an offer from the U.S. Government to buy 300 of them 

for use in military hospitals. Cotton cloth was produced in solid colors 

as well as a mix of blue and white, called cassinet, that was "much in 

demand in Tennesse."2 In fact, the Society had "a virtual monopoly of 

cotton and woolen yarn and cloth on the Upper Ohio."3 The machinery used 

in both factories in 1826 included some purchased in Pittsburgh and others 

made at Economy. Their steam heating system which utilized a pipe running 

the length of each building, invariably impressed vistors. The Society was 

among the first to introduce steam to actually power their industries, a s 

we ll. By 1 83 3, when a detailed inventory of Har ~onist real estate and 

machiner y was recorded, the Society claimed over $50,000 worth of real 

e s t a te a nd e q uipment related to the cotton and wool factories alone. 

: ~ ~ : :\~ s saw the beginning of the Harmonists' successful experi-
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m e n t a t i o n w i t h the s i l k i n d u s t r y . George Rapp brought e x p e r t s i n the 

c u l t i v a t i o n of s i l k worms t o Economy t o l e a r n f i r s t - h a n d ; by 1843 

t r a v e l l e r s remarked on the e x i s t e n c e of m u l b e r r y p l a n t a t i o n s at Economy. 

The S o c i e t y produced award-winning s i l k i n a v a r i e t y of c o l o r s and p a t t e r n s 

t h r o u g h o u t the 1840s. 

The S o c i e t y had agents i n C i n c i n n a t i , L o u i s v i l l e , Vlncennes, and New 

Harmony who p r o v i d e d o u t l e t s f o r Harmonist t e x t i l e s and a l s o t h e i r whiskey, 

"^'r;melius Baker, the S o c i e t y ' s s t o r e k e e p e r , "made f r e q u e n t t r i p s t o the west 

to handle l a n d and l e g a l d e a l s . "4 F r e d e r i c k Rapp h i m s e l f t r a v e l l e d to the 

':.c\st Coast, meeting w i t h merchants I n B a l t i m o r e , New York, P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

and Boston. The l a r g e volume of business correspondence i n the Harmony 

S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s a t t e s t s t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp's w i d e - r a n g i n g business 

c o n t a c t s . 

By 1833, the Harmonists operated numerous s u c c e s s f u l s m a l l e r 

i n d u s t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g a f l o u r m i l l , brewery, d i s t i l l e r y , o i l and saw m i l l , 

and t a n n e r y , and shops f o r soap making, steam washing, hatmaklng, 

wagonmaklng, a b l a c k s m i t h , s a d d l e r , t u r n e r , l i n e n weaver, c a r p e n t e r , 

t i n n e r , p o t t e r , d o c t o r , and cooper. Over n i n e t y houses of b r i c k and frame 

had been e r e c t e d , as w e l l as the community's p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s and a s c h o o l . 

The S o c i e t y was a r e m a r k a b l y s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t community, I n v i t i n g I m i t a t o r s 

and c o m p e t i t o r s . I n areas I n which they were not s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t (some 

a g r i c u l t u r a l and meat p r o d u c t s were purchased from o u t s i d e the community), 

t h e i r needs served t o s t i m u l a t e the economies of the s u r r o u n d i n g area and 

of P i t t s b u r g h . 

The economic success of the S o c i e t y , as w e l l as i t s problems--such as 

a schism i n 1832 i n which i t l o s t almost a t h i r d of i t s members—generated 

_4_ 

~en t a tio n .ith the silk industry. George Rapp brought experts in the 

cultivation of silk worms to Economy to learn first-hand; by 1843 

tra v e llers remarked on the existence of mulberry plantations at Economy. 

The Society produced award-winning silk in a variety of colors and patterns 

throughout the 1840s. 

The Society had agents in Cincinnati, Louisville, Vincennes, and New 

Harmony who provided outlets for Harmonist textiles and also their whiskey. 

D,,m~ l ius Baker, the Society's storekeeper, "made frequent trips t o the west 

to ha ndle land and legal deals."4 Frederick Rapp himself travelled to the 

:.,' c: t. Co ast, meeting with merchants in Baltimore, New York, Phi-ladelphia, 

and Boston. The large volume of business correspondence in the Harmony 

Society Archives attests to Frederick Rapp's wide-ranging business 

contacts. 

By 1833, the Harmonists operated nµmerous successful smaller 

industries, including a flour mill, brewery, distillery, oil and saw mill, 

and tannery, and shops for soap making, steam washing, hatmaking, 

wagonmaking, a blacksmith, saddler, turner, linen weaver, carpenter, 

tinner, potter, doctor, and cooper. Over ninety houses of brick and frame 

had been erected, as well as the community's public buildings and a school. 

The Society was a remarkably self-sufficient community, inviting imitators 

and competitors. In areas in which they were not self-sufficient (some 

ag ricultural and meat products were purchased from outside the community), 

t he ir needs served to stimulate the economies of the surrounding area and 

of Pittsburgh. 

The economic success of the Society, as well as its problems--such as 

a schism in 1832 in which it lost almost a third of its members--generated 
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bad, the p u b l i c i t y n e v e r t h e l e s s a t t r a c t e d even more v i s i t o r s and a t t e n t i o n 

to the a l t e r n a t i v e s o c i e t y . A r n d t has c r e d i t e d the e x t e n s i v e p u b l i c i t y 

about the S o c i e t y w i t h i n f l u e n c i n g German e m i g r a t i o n t o America. 

Due t o the f a c t t h a t the Harmonists comprised a r e l i a b l e , steady l a b o r 

f o r c e , the S o c i e t y was a b l e t o amass c o n s i d e r a b l e a s s e t s ( e s t i m a t e s as 

e a r l y as the 1830s ranged from h a l f a m i l l i o n t o more than two m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s ) . The S o c i e t y ' s f i n a n c i a l ascendance p a r a l l e l e d I t s I n d u s t r i a l 

d e c l i n e , however. F r e d e r i c k Rapp's death I n 1834 was a blow to the 

S o c i e t y ' s commercial a c t i v i t i e s . Other combined problems such as the aging 

p o p u l a t i o n , a wool I n d u s t r y which had never f u l l y r e c o v e r e d from a major 

f i r e i n 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery which had once been 

s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t c o u l d not be overcome. I n the second h a l f of the c e n t u r y , 

t h e r e f o r e , the S o c i e t y t u r n e d t o I n v e s t m e n t s t o p r o v i d e the necessary 

Income b o t h f o r the o p e r a t i o n of the community and f o r the S o c i e t y ' s 

a n t i c i p a t e d r e t u r n t o Jerusalem upon C h r i s t ' s r e t u r n . 

Finance was not new t o the S o c i e t y ; i t had p r e v i o u s l y loaned money t o 

the S t a t e of I n d i a n a and the c i t i e s of P i t t s b u r g h and A l l e g h e n y . U n t i l 

i t s f i n a l decades, the S o c i e t y was c o n s i d e r e d t o be not merely s t a b l e 

f i n a n c i a l l y , but r i c h and m u n i f i c e n t . 

Under the management of the S o c i e t y ' s s e n i o r t r u s t e e , Romellus Baker 

( f o r m e r l y the s t o r e k e e p e r ) and then Jacob H e n r i c i , the S o c i e t y I n v e s t e d i n 

o i l , r e a l e s t a t e , and r a i l r o a d s . The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the P i t t s b u r g h and 

Lake E r i e R a i l r o a d was f i n a n c e d by the S o c i e t y , which l a t e r s o l d I t t o the 

New York C e n t r a l System f o r a m i l l i o n d o l l a r p r o f i t . I n v e s t ments on the 

East Coast I n c l u d e d a P h i l a d e l p h i a s h i p - b u i l d i n g f i r m and a New York bank. 
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bad, the publicity nevertheless attracted even more visitors and attention 

t o th e alternative society. Arndt has credited the extensive publicity 

about the Society with influencing German emigration to America. 

Due to the fact that the Harmonists comprised a reliable, steady labor 

force, the Society was able to amass considerable assets (estimates as 

early as the 18301 ranged from half a million to more than two million 

dollars). The Society's financial ascendance paralleled its industrial 

d ecline, however. Frederick Rapp's death in 1834 was a blow to the 

So ci et y 's c omm ercial activities. Other combined problems such as the aging 

population, a wool industry which had never fully recovered from a major 

fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery which had once been 

state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the second half of the century, 

therefore, the Society turned to investments to provide the necessary 

income both for the operation of the community and for the Society's 

anticipated return to Jerusalem upon Christ's return. 

Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned money to 

the State of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. Until 

its final decades, the Society was considered to be not merely stable 

financially, but rich and munificent. 

Under the management of the Society's senior trustee, Romelius Baker 

(formerly the storekeeper) and then Jacob Henrici, the Society invested in 

oi l, real estate, and railroads. The construction of the Pittsburgh and 

Lake Erie Railroad was financed by the Society, which later sold it to the 

New York Central System for a million dollar profit. Investments on the 

Eas t Coast included a Philadelphia ship-building firm and a New York bank . 
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n of western Pennsylvania, has w r i t t e n that the 

Harmonists "established i n western Pennsylvania the only t r u l y homogenous 

community of which any t a n g i b l e evidence remains."5 The b u i l d i n g s of 

Economy, preserved on t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s , are an Important c o l l e c t i o n of 

a p e c u l i a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , e x h i b i t i n g e a r l y 19th century c o n s t r u c t i o n 

methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the s i t e surpasses s i m i l a r h i s t o r i c 

communities i n the number and range of o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s that are I n t a c t . 

Very few of the b u i l d i n g s outside the Old Economy V i l l a g e complex have had 

any kind of r e s t o r a t i o n work undertaken, and hence possess great p o t e n t i a l 

f o r f u t u r e a r c h i t e c t u r a l and archaeological i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the design of a l l the Society's major 

b u i l d i n g s i s c r e d i t e d , was determined to b u i l d " i n the American manner," 

the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are a recognizable blend of American and German 

elements, and as such, are unique. The e n t i r e group i s a rare example of a 

planned community, p r o v i d i n g i n s i g h t i n t o the way the Harmonists l i v e d . 

Their predominantly p r a c t i c a l p l a n — a g r i d c ontaining both publ i c and 

p r i v a t e areas, w i t h f a c t o r i e s and f i e l d s on the o u t s k i r t s and houses and 

e s s e n t i a l services at the c e n t e r — r e f l e c t e d the Society's commitment to a 

s i m p l e b u t e f f i c i e n t l i f e s t y l e . The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e i r b u i l d i n g s shows 

concern f o r both p r a c t i c a l i t y and appearance. The Feast H a l l , Great House, 

and church share several a r c h i t e c t u r a l features that bear evidence to a 

f i n e sense of p r o p o r t i o n and d e t a i l . 

The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of the town was as w e l l - d e t a i l e d as the b u i l d i n g s . 

The water system, fed from water on the eastern h i l l s i d e , ran through pipes 

of hollowed out logs c a r e f u l l y f i t t e d together, and served every part of 
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architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the 

Harmonists •established in western Pennsylvania the only truly homogenou s 

community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The buildings of 

Economy, preserved on their original sites, are an important collection of 

a peculiar architectural style, exhibiting early 19th century construction 

methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the site surpasses similar historii 

communities in the number and range of original buildings that are intact. 

Very few of the buildfngs outside the Old Economy Village complex have had 

any kind of restoration work undertaken, and hence possess great potentia l 

for future architectural and archaeological investigation. 

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the design of all the Society's major 

buildings is credited, was determined to build "in the American manner," 

the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blend of American and German 

elements, and as such, are unique. The entire group is a rare example of a 

planned community, providing insight into the way the Harmonists lived. 

Their predominantly practical plan--a grid containing both public and 

private areas, with factories and fields on the outskirts and houses and 

essential services at the center--reflected the Society's commitment to a 

simple but efficient lifestyle. The construction of their buildings shows 

concern for both practicality and appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, 

and church share several architectural features that bear evidence to a 

fine sense of proportion and detail. 

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as the buildings. 

The water system, fed from water on the eastern hillside, ran through pipes 

of hollowed out logs carefully fitted together, and served every part of 
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Great House 

Greenhouse 
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10) Lenz House 
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12) Great House 
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14) Carriage House 
15} Garden Pavilion 
16) Grotto 
·17) Bake Oven 
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9. f / i^jor B i L l i o g r r p h i i c ^ l R e f e r c r i : . 

SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name A b r i d g e 

UTM References 

* L J J I I . I . . I I . I . i I . I 
Zone Easting Northing 
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Quadrangle scale 1-24.OOP 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS 

Lis t all s ta tes and coiintias for propartias ovoriapping stata or county boundarias 

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A 

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Christina M. Schmidlapp/Director, Preservation Services 

organization U.S. City Corporation date September, 1985 
400 The Landmarks Bui ld ing 

street & numl>er One Station Square telephone 412/391-7640 

city or town P i t t s b u r g h state PA 15219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

Stste Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify tltat this property is Included in the NstionsI Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name Ambridge Quadrangle ecale 1 : 2 4, 000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

SEE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS 

Llat all 1tate1 and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

1tate N/ A code N/ A county N/ A code N/ A 

1tate N/ A code · N/ A county N/ A code N/ A 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/tltle Christina M. Schmidlapp/Director, Preservation Services 

organization U.S. City Corporation 
400 The Landmarks Building 

atreet & number One Station Square 

city or town Pittsburgh 

date September, 1985 

telephone 412/ 391-7640 

state PA 15219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_national __ state _local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

For N PS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest= date -------------------------------- -- --- ·· 
Chief of Registration 



NPS Foiin 1(V«00^ OMS No. 1004-0018 
CM2) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Peirk Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 
Continuation sheet Beaver County Item numt)er lo Page 3 

across B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t , f o l l o w i n g the east p r o p e r t y l i n e s of the p r o p e r t i e s 
f a c i n g Merchant S t r e e t t o the n o r t h e a s t corner of the p r o p e r t y of 1500 
Merchant S t r e e t . Proceed due west along the n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g 
due west across Merchant S t r e e t t o the southwest c o r n e r of L a u g h l l n and 
Merchant S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h along the west s i d e of Merchant S t r e e t t o the 
nor t h w e s t c o r n e r of Merchant and 16th S t r e e t s . Proceed west along the south 
s i d e of 16th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the east of p a r c e l #12-05-516 (no 
address; survey form #173). Proceed due n o r t h across 16th S t r e e t , and f o l l o w 
the p r o p e r t y l i n e s of p a r c e l #12-05-516 n o r t h , west, and s o u t h , c o n t i n u i n g 
across 16th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed west along the south s i d e of 16th 
S t r e e t t o the no r t h w e s t c o r n e r of the p r o p e r t y l i n e of 68 and 70 16th S t r e e t . 
F o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g east along 
the s outh p r o p e r t y l i n e s of the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 1 6 t h S t r e e t t o the southeast 
c o r n e r of the p r o p e r t y of 90 16th S t r e e t . Proceed south along the west 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s of p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g Church S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g across L a u g h l l n 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed west along the south s i d e of L a u g h l l n S t r e e t t o 
the n o r t h w e s t corner of the p r o p e r t y of 75 15th S t r e e t . Proceed south along 
the west p r o p e r t y l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g across 15th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t . Proceed 
west along the south s i d e of 15th S t r e e t t o the n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r of the 
p r o p e r t y of 70 15th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west p r o p e r t y l i n e t o the n o r t h edge 
of the Old Economy V i l l a g e p r o p e r t y ( p a r c e l #12-01-301). Proceed west along 
the n o r t h edge of t h i s p r o p e r t y , then south along the west p r o p e r t y l i n e t o 
the p o i n t of o r i g i n . 

The Harmonist cemetery, a d i s c o n t i g u o u s p a r t of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , i s 
l o c a t e d south of the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t near the no r t h w e s t corner of Church 
and l l t h S t r e e t s . I t I s a r e c t a n g u l a r l o t of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1/4 a c r e . I t s 
boundaries correspond t o those of t a x p a r c e l #11-04-308. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundaries of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t were s e l e c t e d t o i n c l u d e a l l of 
the e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t are on t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s and to e x c l u d t 
as many non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s ( I n t r u s i o n s ) as p o s s i b l e . The Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s are d e f i n e d as those b u i l t by or f o r the Harmonists d u r i n g the 
p e r i o d of the S o c i e t y ' s e x i s t e n c e a t Economy, 1824-1905. Most of these 
b u i l d i n g s were c o n s t r u c t e d i n the 1829-1840 p e r i o d , but some date t o the 
l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th c e n t u r y when the S o c i e t y was agi n g r a p i d l y and 
r e q u i r e d d i f f e r e n t types of b u i l d i n g s . 

There are s e v e r a l Harmonist or H a r m o n i s t - r e l a t e d b u i l d i n g s on the edges 
of the d i s t r i c t which were not I n c l u d e d . (Photographs of these b u i l d i n g s are 
I n c l u d e d on the f o l l o w i n g survey form.) Each b u i l d i n g was excluded from the 
d i s t r i c t f o r a t l e a s t one of the f o l l o w i n g reasons: 

1. Not on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e as documented by r e s i d e n t s or h i s t o r i c maps. 
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across Boyleston Street, following the east property lines of the properties 
facing Merchant Street to the northeast corner of the property of 1500 
Merchant Street. Proceed due west along the north property line, continuing 
due west across Merchant Street to the southwest corner of Laughlin and 
Merchant Streets. Proceed north along the west side of Merchant Street to the 
northwest corner of Merchant and 16th Streets. Proceed west along the south 
side of 16th Street to a point opposite the east of parcel #12-05-516 (no 
address; survey form #173). Proceed due north across 16th Street, and follow 
the property lines of parcel #12-05-516 north, west, and south, continuing 
across 16th Street to a point. Proceed west along the south side of 16th 
Street to the northwest corner of the property line of 68 and 70 16th Street. 
Follow the west and south property lines of this parcel, continuing east along 
the south property lines of the properties facing 16th Street to the southeast 
corner of the property of 90 16th Street. Proceed south along the west 
property lines of properties facing Church Street, continuing across Laughlin 
Street to a point. Proceed west along the south side of Laughlin Street to 
the northwest corner of the property of 75 15th Street. Proceed south along 
the west property line, continuing across 15th Street to a point. Proceed 
west along the south side of 15th Street to the northwest corner of the 
property of 70 15th Street. Follow the west property line to the north edge 
of the Old Economy Village property (parcel #12-01-301). Proceed west along 
the north edge of this property, then south along the west property line to 
the point of origin. 

The Harmonist cemetery, a discontiguous part of the historic district, is 
located south of the rest of the district near the northwest corner of Church 
and 11th Streets. It is a rectangular lot of approximately 1/4 acre. Its 
boundaries correspond to those of tax parcel #11-04-308. 

Boundary Justification: 

The boundaries of the historic district were selected to include all of 
the extant Harmonist buildings that are on their original sites and to excludE 
as many non-Harmonist buildings (intrusions) as possible. The Harmonist 
buildings are defined as those built by or for the Harmonists during the 
period of the Society's existence at Economy, 1824-1905. Most of these 
buildings were constructed in the 1829-1840 period, but some date to the 
latter part of the 19th century when the Society was aging rapidly and 
required different types of buildings. 

There are several Harmonist or Harmonist-related buildings on the edges 
of the district which were not included. (Photographs of these buildings are 
included on the following survey form.) Each building was excluded from the 
district for at least one of the following reasons: 

1. Not on its original site as documented by residents or historic maps. 
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Economy Nationa l Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : 1984 
PC : Ch ri stina Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S . City Corp. , Pittsburgh , PA 
PV: Store , 14th SLreet , Old Economy Vil l age 
#5 

Economy National Hisl oric. Landmark 
Al l egheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC : Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U. S . City Corp ., PiLtsburgh, PA 
PV: West door , Feast Hall, Old Economy 

V ll lage 
ef7 

Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC : Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S . City Corp ., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV : Great House, Church STreet, Old Economy 

Village 
1/6 





Economy Nationa l Hi storic Landmark 
Allegheny Cou nty 
PD : 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U. S . City Corp . , Pittsburgh , PA 
PV: Garden Pavilion, Old Economy Village 
#8 

Economy Nd t Lona L 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 

Historic Landmark 

PC : Christina Srhmidlapp 
NL : 
PV: 

U. S . City Corp . , Pittsburgh. PA 
St . John ' s Lutheran Church of Economv 

(Former Harmonise Church) Church St. 

Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC : Christina Schmidla pp 
NL : U. S . City Corp ., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 186 12th Street 
1110 





Ec.onomy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U. S . City Corp . . Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 283 12th Street 
#11 

Economy NaLional HisLoric. Ldndmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : I 984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U. S. City Corp .. Pittsburgh , PA 
PV: •1198 Merchant Street 
II l 2 

Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL: U. S. Ci.ty Corp., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV : Small frame building east of 1216 Church 

Street 
#13 





Economy National Historic LJndmark 
-\l leish~ny County 
PD : 1984 
PC : Christi na Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S . City Corp .• Piltsburgh . P.1 
PV : EC":onomy Shoe Service , 1211 Merc:-h.1r1t St . 
;:14 

Economy ~, l LtonJl Historic LJnJmJrk 
Alleghenv County 
PD : lq84 
PC : Christina Schm i dlapp 
~L : U. S . Cltv Corp .. Pittsbur~h. PA 
PV : 260 13th Street 
~15 

Economy Natio11al Historic LJndmark 
All~gheny County 
PD : lq84 
PC : Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S . City Corp . , Pittsbur~h . P-\ 
PV : Croatian Club , 14th & ~lerch~nt Straets , 

northe.:.1st c:orner 
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Economy National Histori~ Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: lg84 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
8L: U.S . City Corp .• Pittsburgh , PA ion 
PV: 260 13th Street , detail . east elevat 
#lb 

Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : 1~84 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U.S . City Corp .. Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 308 13th Street 
#18 

Economy National Historic Landmark 
Alle~heny County 
PD: 1984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S . City Corp ., Pittsburgh , PA 
PV : 284 13th Street 
111 7 





Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: l984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U.S . City Corp . • Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 267 l4th Street 
#2l 

Ec:onomy National 
Alleghenv County 
PD: 1984 

Historic Landmark 

PC: 
NL: 
PV: 

;/19 

Christina Schmidlapp 
U. S . City Corp ., Pittsburgh. PA 
In~ c ripti on in at t i c , 14th and 

Streets. norLheasc corner 

economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: l984 
PC : Christlna Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S. City Corp ., Pittsburgh, PA 

Churc h 

PV : Numbered framing members, l398 Church St . 
#20 
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Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 
PC : Christina Schmid l app 
NL: U. S . City Corp . , Pittsburgh , PA 
PV : 1501 Church Street 
#25 

Economy N~tional Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: 1984 . 
PC· Christina Schmtdlapp 
NL; U. S . City Corp . , Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 277 !4th Street 
#22 

Economy National Hi storic Landmark 
All egheny County 
PD : 1984 
PC: Christina Schmid l app 
NL : U. S . City Corp . , Pittsburgh , PA 
PV : 274 & 280 14th Street 
#23 
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Economy National liistoric Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : l984 
PC : Christina Schmid l app 
NL : U. S . City Corp ., PiLtsburgh , PA 
PV : 270 [jth SLreet 
#26 

E~onomy National Historic LJndmark 
Allegheny County 
PD : l984 
PC: Christina Schmidlapp 
NL : U. S . City Corp ., PiLtsburgh , PA 
PV: 270 l5th Street , f oundation det1il 
1127 

Economy National Historic Landmark 
Allegheny County 
PD: l984 
PC : 
NL : 
PV : 
#28 

Chr,stina Schmid l app 
U. S. City Corp ., Pittsburgh PA 
1514 Church Street, steps d;tail 
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Economy National Histor i c Landmark 
All egheny County 
PD : 1984 

PC : Chr i stina Schmid lapp 
NL: U. S . City Co rp . , Pittsburgh , PA 
PV: Entrance , Feast Hall , Old economy Village 
Iii 

Economy Nationa l Historic LJndmark 
All egheny County 
PD : !984 
PC : Christina Schmid l app 
NL: U. S . Cit y Corp ., Pittsburgh, PA 
PV: 1500 Merchant Street 
/12 9 

Economy Nationa l tlistortc Landmark 
Al l egheny County 
PD : 1984 
PC : Christina Sc hmidl app 
NL : U. S . Cicy Co rp., Pittsburgh , PA 
PV : Looking west on 16t h Street , dl 

Church Street 
#3U 
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Uni ted States Depar tment of the in ter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P l a c e s 
inventory—Nomination Form 
See inst ruct ions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
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1. Name 

historic Economy Na t iona l H i s t o r i c Landmark 

DRAFT 
For NPS usa only 

received 

date entered 

and or common Old Economy/Ambridge 

2. Locat ion 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, 

street & number Economy Branch Beetline RR, and 16th Street N/A not for publication 

city, town Ambr idge N/A vicinity of 

state PA code 42 county Beaver code 007 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture _JL museum 
building(s) private unoccupied 5_ commercial park 
structure _JL both work In progress educational >5_ private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment ^ religious 
object N/Ain process ^ yes: restricted government scientific 

N/Ahping considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M u l t i p l e 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Cou r t house 

street & number 

city, town Beaver state PA 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

title N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s has this property been determined eligible? yes 

x_ federal state county _ 

no 

date 1985 

depository for survey records N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 

local 

citv. town Washington state n .C . 

NPS Form 10-900 
13-12) 

R E V 1 S E D 

United States Department of the Interior 
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D R A F T 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Economy National Historic Landmark 

0MB No. 1 0 24-0018 

DR~Fr1

-

8 7 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

----------- -------------- -
andorcommon Old Economy/Ambr idge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, 

street & number Economy Branch Beetline RR, and 16th Street 

city, town Ambridge ---'------ N./..A vicinity of 

state PA code 42 county Beaver 

3. Classification 
Category 
~ district 
_ building(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_private 
~ both 
Public Acquisition 
_llu\in process 
N/ Abeing considered 

Status 
2occupied 
_ , unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
~ -- yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mu lt iple 

street & number 

city, town _ vicinity of 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
~ commercial 
~ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beave r County Cou r thouse 

street & number 

N / A not for publication 

code 007 

2museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
~ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Beave r state PA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Nat i o na 1 Register of Historic P 1 aces has this property been determined eligible? _x__ yes _ no 

date 1985 ___x_ federal _ state _ county _ local 

deposltoryforsurveyrecords National Park Se r vice - - --- - -------------
city. town Washington state D. C. 



7, Descr ipt ion 

Condi t ion Checit one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _2L original site 
good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Economy N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark i s s i t u a t e d along the Ohio 
R i v e r a p p r o x i m a t e l y 18 m i l e s n o r t h w e s t of P i t t s b u r g h , Pennsylvania i n 
the Borough of Ambridge. I t c o n t a i n s the rem a i n i n g b u i l d i n g s of the 
Harmony S o c i e t y , a German communitarian sect who s e t t l e d t h e r e i n 1825 
and b u i l t the complex community they would occupy u n t i l the S o c i e t y ' s 
d i s s o u t i o n i n 1905. The a p p r o x i m a t e l y 30-acre h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t l i e s 
on a l e v e l p l a i n midway between the r i v e r b a n k and h i l l s r i s i n g on the 
e a s t . I t i n c l u d e s Old Economy V i l l a g e , a f o u r - a c r e museum complex 
owned and operated by the Commonwealth of P e n n s y l v a n i a , c o n t a i n i n g 
more than a dozen major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . Surrounding the museum 
on t h r e e sides i s a g r i d of seven major s t r e e t s l i n e d w i t h over 90 
Harmonist houses and o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , which are p r i v a t e l y 
owned and serve m o s t l y as r e s i d e n c e s . 

The community's o r i g i n a l p h y s i c a l core i s s t i l l l a r g e l y i n t a c t , 
c o n s i s t i n g of seven major s t r e e t s l a i d out by the Harmonists: two 
r u n n i n g n o r t h - s o u t h (Church and Merchant S t r e e t s ) and f i v e r u n n i n g 
east-west ( 1 2 t h through 16th S t r e e t s ) . Four narrower s t r e e t s , a l s o 
r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t , were i n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist ones 
i n the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y . These newer s t r e e t s occupy what were 
o r i g i n a l l y the i n t e r i o r s of the Harmonist b l o c k s , areas r e s e r v e d f o r 
household gardens and u t i l i t y sheds. To the e x t e n t p o s s i b l e , they 
have been d e l e t e d from the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark, r e s u l t i n g i n 
the f i n g e r - l i k e d i s t r i c t boundary c o n f i g u r a t i o n proposed h e r e i n . 

The i n t e r s e c t i o n of 14th and Church S t r e e t s was the f u n c t i o n a l 
c e n t e r of Economy. S i t e d along F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t were many of the 
S o c i e t y ' s i m p o r t a n t community, p u b l i c , and r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s , 
i n c l u d i n g the community Feast H a l l , founder George Rapp's house, the 
s t o r e , business l e a d e r F r e d e r i c k Rapp's house, the t a i l o r shop w i t h 
i t s l a r g e wine c e l l a r , and the p u b l i c h o t e 1 / t a v e r n . A l l of these 
b u i l d i n g s except the h o t e l / t a v e r n are e x t a n t . 

With the e x c e p t i o n of the church, the major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h p a r t i c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the museum 
complex, west of Church S t r e e t spanning 14th S t r e e t . The museum 
complex i s the r e s u l t of major r e s t o r a t i o n work undertaken by the 
S t a t e of Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the 
complex i s the Feast H a l l (completed c.1828), the b u i l d i n g t h a t was 
more than any o t h e r , except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' 
c e n t r a l meeting p l a c e . I t s 50' x 96' second f l o o r h a l l was used f o r 
the S o c i e t y ' s f o u r annual c e l e b r a t i o n s , and the b u i l d i n g a l s o housed a 
school room, l i b r a r y , music room, museum, and drawing s c h o o l . I t s 
steep gambrel r o o f i s a Germanic f e a t u r e used i n o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t , 
though no lo n g e r e x t a n t . Harmonist b u i l d i n g s e r e c t e d at about the same 

7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_!_good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _ unaltered 
__ ruins ~ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one· 
-~ original site 
__ moved date ____________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The E~onomy National Historic Landmark is situated along the Ohio 
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
the Borough of Ambridge. It contains the remaining buildings of the 
Harmony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there in 1825 
and built the complex community they would occupy until the Society's 
dissoution in 1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district lies 
on a level plain midway between the riverbank and hills rising on the 
east. It includes Old Economy Village, a four-acre museum complex 
owned and operated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, containing 
more than a dozen major Harmonist buildings. Surrounding the museum 
on three sides is a grid of seven major streets lined with over 90 
Harmonist houses and other Harmonist buildings, which are privately 
owned and serve mostly as residences. 

The community's original physical core is still largely intact, 
consisting of seven major streets laid out by the Harmonists: two 
running north-south (Church and Merchant Streets) and five running 
east-west (12th through 16th Streets). Four narrower streets, also 
running east-west, were inserted between the existing Harmonist ones 
in the early 20th century. These newer streets occupy what were 
originally the interiors of the Harmonist blocks, areas reserved for 
household gardens and utility sheds. To the extent possible, they 
have been deleted from the National Historic Landmark, resulting in 
the finger-like district boundary configuration proposed herein. 

The intersection of 14th and Church Streets was the functional 
center of Economy. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of the 
Society's important community, public, and residential buildings, 
including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, the 
store, business leader Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor shop with 
its large wine cellar, and the public hotel/tavern. All of these 
buildings except the hotel/tavern are extant. 

With the exception of the church, the major Harmonist buildings 
with particular architectural character are located within the mu£eum 
complex, west of Church Street spanning 14th Street. The museum 
complex is the result of major restoration work undertaken by the 
State of Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the 
complex is the Feast Hall (completed c.1828), the building that was 
more than any other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' 
central meeting place. Its SO' x 96' second floor hall was used for 
the Society's fo~i annual celebrations, and the building also housed a 
school room, library, music room, museum, and drawing school. Its 
steep gambrel roof is a Germanic feature used in other significant, 
though no longer extant, Harmonist buildings erected at about the same 
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t i m e — t h e c o t t o n m i l l and the h o t e l / t a v e r n . I t s c l a s s i c a l entrance 
f u r t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t from a l l the o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s except 
the founder's house. I n s i d e , the b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e i l i n g of the h a l l , 
w i t h i t s a t t a c h e d chamferred p i l a s t e r s and s h a l l o w w a l l arches, echoes 
t h a t i n the Church. The s h a l l o w arches are a l s o seen i n the t w o - s t o r y 
porch of the Great House and the h o t e l . 

Germanic i n f l u e n c e may a l s o be seen i n the Granary ( c . l 8 3 2 ) , 
another of the l a r g e s t r e m a i n i n g Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t s f i r s t f l o o r 
i s b u i l t of exposed 
members are c l e a r l y 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . This 
the houses as w e l l , 
those b u i l d i n g s . 

wood members i n f i l l e d w i t h stone. The wood 
numbered w i t h Roman numerals f o r ease of 
numbering system was used i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
a l t h o u g h the wood members were not exposed i n 

of 

The Great House ( c . 1 8 2 6 ) , home of founder George Rapp and h i s 
adopted son F r e d e r i c k , the community's business l e a d e r , r e f l e c t s the 
Harmonists' d e s i r e to b u i l d " i n the American manner," a l t h o u g h i t 
shows German i n f l u e n c e i n the c l i p p e d gables of the r o o f . Though by 
no means o r n a t e , the Great House f e a t u r e s numerous a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s not found elsewhere i n the community: c l a s s i c a l 
f r o n t i s p i e c e s , carved stone s t e p s , d e c o r a t i v e transoms, a t w o - s t o r y 
r e a r porch, and on the i n t e r i o r , a c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e w i t h carved 
b a n n i s t e r , and f u r n i s h i n g s from P h i l a d e l p h i a . Here v i s i t o r s were 
e n t e r t a i n e d by the Rapps and members of the S o c i e t y . 

Other major b u i l d i n g s l o c a t e d on the museum grounds are the 
community k i t c h e n , s i t e d beside the Feast H a l l and used when 
c e l e b r a t i o n s were h e l d i n t h a t b u i l d i n g ; c a b i n e t and t a i l o r shops; a 
s t o r e ; and a warehouse. These b u i l d i n g s are a l l of simple d e s i g n , 
w i t h the l a r g e r b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t b u i l t of b r i c k ( t a i l o r 
shop and s t o r e ) and the s m a l l e r b u i l d i n g s behind them b u i l t of wood 
( c a b i n e t shop and warehouse). The t a i l o r shop i s n o t a b l e f o r the 
l a r g e v a u l t e d wine c e l l a r , w i t h e x c e e d i n g l y f i n e stonework, t h a t i s 
i t s basement. 

The Harmonist church, l o c a t e d j u s t 
Economy V i l l a g e , i s one of the d i s t r i c t 
b oth as the f o c a l p o i n t of the S o c i e t y ' 
of a r c h i t e c t u r e . With i t s t a l l , t i e r e d 
the S o c i e t y ' s p e c u l i a r one-handed c l o c k 
conspicuous b u i l d i n g . B u i l t from 1828-
h i s t o r i c a l l y been c r e d i t e d to F r e d e r i c k 
designs of a l l the ot h e r major Harraonis 
t y p i c a l Harmonist f e a t u r e s on i t s w e l l -

across Church S t r e e t from Old 
's most s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , 
s s p i r i t u a l l i f e and as a work 
c u p o l a / c l o c k tower, housing 
, i t i s the d i s t r i c t ' s most 
1831, the church's design has 
Rapp, as, indeed, have the 

t b u i l d i n g s . I t e x h i b i t s 
preserved i n t e r i o r , such as a 
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time--the cotton mill and the hotel/tavern. Its classical entrance 
further distinguishes it from all the other Society buildings except 
the founder's house. Inside, the barrel-vaulted ceiling of the hall, 
with its attached chamferred pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes 
that in the Church. The shallow arches are also seen in the two-story 
porch of the Great House and the hotel. 

Germanic influence may also be seen in the Granary {c.1832), 
another of the largest remaining Harmonist buildings. Its first floor 
is built of exposed wood members infilled with stone. The wood 
members are clearly numbered with Roman numerals for ease of 
construction. This numbering system was used in the construction of 
the houses as well, although the wood members were not exposed in 
those buildings. 

The Great House (c.1826), home of founder George Rapp and his 
adopted son Frederick, the community's business leader, reflects the 
Harmonists' desire to build "in the American manner," although it 
shows German influence in the clipped gables of the roof. Though by 
no means ornate, the Great House features numerous architectural 
details not found elsewhere in the community: classical 
frontispieces, carved stone steps, decorative transoms, a two-story 
rear porch, and on the interior, a central staircase with carved 
bannister, and furnishings from Philadelphia. Here visitors were 
entertained by the Rapps and members of the Society. 

Other major buildings located on the museum grounds are the 
community kitchen, sited beside the Feast Hall and used when 
celebrations were held in that building; cabinet and tailor shops; a 
store; and a warehouse. These buildings are all of simple design, 
with the larger buildings facing 14th Street built of brick (tailor 
shop and store) and the smaller buildings behind them built of wood 
(cabinet shop and warehouse). The tailor shop is notable for the 
large vaulted wine cellar, with exceedingly fine stonework, that is 
its basement. 

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Old 
Economy Village, is one of the district's most significant buildings, 
both as the focal point of the Society's spiritual life and as a work 
of architecture. With its tall, tiered cupola/clock tower, housing 
the Society's peculiar one-handed clock, it is the district's most 
conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has 
historically been credited to Frederick Rapp, as, indeed, have the 
designs of all the other major Harmonist buildings. It exhibits 
typical Harmonist features on its well-preserved interior, such as a 
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b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e i l i n g and a t t a c h e d chamfered p i l a s t e r s w i t h s h a l l o w 
w a l l arches. Because i t s use has remained the same, the church has 
had r e l a t i v e l y few a l t e r a t i o n s and i s the best preserved Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g o u t s i d e the grounds of the museum. 

Though the ambience of 19th c e n t u r y Economy may best be 
a p p r e c i a t e d w i t h i n Old Economy V i l l a g e and the Church, the e x t e n t and 
d u r a t i o n of the Harmonist community and town p l a n i s seen best i n the 
s u r r o u n d i n g r e s i d e n t i a l area. I n s p i t e of decades of non-Harmonist, 
p r i v a t e ownership, t h i s p a r t of the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a d i s t i n c t 
appearance and atmosphere due to the o v e r a l l homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and t h e i r r e g u l a r spacing along the s t r e e t s . B u i l t 
e i t h e r of l o c a l l y made b r i c k or of wood l a p s i d i n g , the houses are 
almost a l l two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , gable r o o f s w i t h the r o o f r i d g e 
r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t , g e n e r a l l y a 3x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n and 
doors t h a t open onto the s i d e garden r a t h e r than the s t r e e t . There 
are 30 e x t a n t b r i c k houses and 34 e x t a n t frame houses i n the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t . 

The Harmonists used methods of c o n s t r u c t i o n a t Economy t h a t they 
had used i n t h e i r two p r e v i o u s s e t t l e m e n t s at Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, IN. I n t h e i r braced-frame system of c o n s t r u c t i o n , each f l o o r 
was framed as an independent u n i t . Rather than a r o o f r i d g e p o l e , each 
set of r a f t e r s was c o n s t r u c t e d as an independent t r u s s w i t h the 
c e i l i n g r a f t e r as i t s bottom chord. The chimney, b u i l t as a 
s t r u c t u r a l l y independent u n i t , ran d i a g o n a l l y t hrough the house's 
a t t i c i n order to e x i t the r o o f at the r i d g e , where f l a s h i n g was 
unnecessary. Those o r i g i n a l chimneys t h a t remain are of squat 
p r o p o r t i o n s and are s i t u a t e d j u s t o f f - c e n t e r along the r o o f r i d g e . 
I n s u l a t i o n i n the form of "dutch b i s c u i t s " — s l a t s of wood wrapped w i t h 
mud and s t r a w — w e r e used, and b r i c k was placed between the w a l l studs 
on the f i r s t f l o o r of frame b u i l d i n g s . 

The house p l a n , b a s i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l i n a l l of the houses, 
c o n s i s t e d of t h r e e rooms on each f l o o r , two s m a l l rooms and one l a r g e 
one. On the f i r s t f l o o r , these were an e n t r y h a l l ( c o n t a i n i n g the 
s t a i r c a s e ) , k i t c h e n , and l a r g e r l i v i n g / s l e e p i n g space. Bedrooms were 
on the second f l o o r . A shed-roofed a d d i t i o n , one-room wide, i s 
a t t a c h e d to n e a r l y a l l of the b r i c k houses. Of wood l a p s i d i n g , these 
sheds have studs numbered i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist f a s h i o n . 

The e x t e r i o r of the b r i c k houses were designed w i t h s e v e r a l 
f e a t u r e s which were both f u n c t i o n a l and a t t r a c t i v e ; most of the b r i c k 
houses r e t a i n at l e a s t some of these f e a t u r e s . The simple facade of 
common bond b r i c k was e n l i v e n e d w i t h j a c k arches above windows and 
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barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached chamfered pilasters with shallow 
wall arches. Because its use has remained the same, the church has 
had relatively few alterations and is the best preserved Harmonist 
building outside the grounds of the museum. 

Though the ambience of 19th century Economy may best be 
appreciated within Old Economy Village and the Church, the extent and 
duration of the Harmonist community and town plan is seen best in the 
surrounding residential area. In spite of decades of non-Harmonist, 
private ownership, this part of the district retains a distinct 
appearance and atmosphere due to the overall homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and their regular spacing along the streets. Built 
either of locally made brick or of wood lap siding, the houses are 
almost all two stories in height, gable roofs with the roof ridge 
running parallel to the street, generally a 3x2 bay configuration and 
doors that open onto the side garden rather than the street. There 
are 30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses in the historic 
district. 

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Economy that they 
had used in their two previous settlements at Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, IN. In their braced-frame system of construction, each floor 
was framed as an independent unit. Rather than a roof ridgepole, each 
set of rafters was constructed as an independent truss with the 
ceiling rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, built as a 
structurally independent unit; ran diagonally through the house's 
attic in order to exit the roof at the ridge, where flashing was 
unnecessary. Those original chimneys that remain are of squat 
proportions and are situated just off-center along the roof ridge. 
Insulation in the form of "dutch biscuits"--slats of wood wrapped with 
mud and straw--were used, and brick was placed between the wall studs 
on the first floor of frame buildings. 

The house plan, basically identical in all of the houses, 
consisted of three rooms on each floor, two small rooms and one large 
one. On the first floor, these were an entry hall (containing the 
staircase), kitchen, and larger living/sleeping space. Bedrooms were 
on the second floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, is 
attached to nearly all of the brick houses. Of wood lap siding, these 
sheds have studs numbered in the typical Harmonist fashion. 

The e x terior of the brick houses were designed with several 
features which were both functional and attractive; most of the brick 
houses retain at least some of these features. The simple facade of 
common bond brick was enlivened with jack arches above windows and 
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doors, and a c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e on the long sides of the house. 
Doorways were r a t h e r deeply recessed, and shared the same wood 
surround of m u l t i p l e beading as the windows. The doors themselves 
were s i x p a n e l l e d . 

The considerable garden and yard space of each house included a 
m u l t i p l e - r o o m wood shed t h a t housed a p r i v y , work-space, and an 
a n i m a l - s t a l l . 

I n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h the houses were Harmonist b u i l d i n g s s e r v i n g 
o t h e r f u n c t i o n s , such as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e , workshops f o r the making 
of b a r r e l s and h a t s , a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The 
s m a l l e r n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s were g e n e r a l l y designed to be 
com p a t i b l e i n sca l e and m a t e r i a l s w i t h the houses. S e v e r a l of these 
n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are e x t a n t . The major i n d u s t r i a l 
b u i l d i n g s , r e q u i r i n g l a r g e amounts of water from the r i v e r or 
pro d u c i n g unpleasant odors, were r e l e g a t e d to the o u t s k i r t s of the 
communi t y . 

The Harmonists' most i m p o r t a n t garden was f a i r l y c e n t r a l l y 
l o c a t e d and remains on the grounds of the museum. A place of 
m e d i t a t i o n , i t i n c l u d e s two i m p o r t a n t s t r u c t u r e s w i t h a l l e g o r i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the community: the P a v i l i o n and the G r o t t o . The 
P a v i l i o n , a c l a s s i c a l design a t t r i b u t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp, was b u i l t 
i n 1831 and housed the wood-sculpted female f i g u r e of Economy. 
Scholars s p e c u l a t e t h a t she r e p r e s e n t s "the s p i r i t u a l harmony [ t h e 
Harmonists] hoped to achieve here on e a r t h and a f t e r w a r d s i n heaven."1 
The G r o t t o , a round, rough stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h t h a t c h e d r o o f , has a 
marvelous c l a s s i c a l i n t e r i o r , as r e f i n e d as the b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r i o r i s 
rude. This c o n t r a s t conveyed the d i f f e r e n c e between the s u p e r f i c i a l 
and the s u b s t a n t i a l , the temporal and the s p i r i t u a l . 

The s i t e p l a n of Economy was not a 
i n t o d i s c r e e t areas of d i f f e r e n t uses, b 
w i t h d e f i n i t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s f o r a e s t h e t 
along the s t r e e t a l t e r n a t e d w i t h open l o 
s p a c i a l p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . Pred 
development r e s u l t e d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
l o t s ; n e v e r t h e l e s s , the o r i g i n a l Harmon! 
I n f a c t , i t i s from e x p e r i e n c i n g the ent 
Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t one f u l l y appre 
homogeneity, t e c h n i c a l s k i l l , and aesthe 
p l a n n i n g — a l l of which c o n t r i b u t e d to i t 
community. 

r i g i d g r i d d i v i d e d s t r i c t l y 
ut i t was an o r d e r l y p a t t e r n 
i c q u a l i t y . B u i l d i n g s s i t e d 
t s , c r e a t i n g a c o n s i s t e n t 
i c t a b l y , post-Harmonist 
of newer houses i n these open 

st p l a n remains d i s c e r n a b l e . 
i r e complex of remaining 
e l a t e s the S o c i e t y ' s s i z e , 
t i c b u i l d i n g design and town 
s success and l o n g e v i t y as a 
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doors, and a corbelled cornice on the long sides of the house. 
Doorways were rather deeply recessed, and shared the same wood 
surround of multiple beading as the windows. The doors themselves 
were six panelled. 

The considerable garden and yard space of each house included a 
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, and an 
animal-stall. 

Interspersed with the houses were Harmonist buildings serving 
other functions, such as a doctor's office, workshops for the making 
of barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The 
smaller non-residential buildings were generally designed to be 
compatible in scale and materials with the houses. Several of these 
non-residential Harmonist buildings are extant. The major industrial 
buildings, requiring large amounts of water from the river or 
producing unpleasant odors, were relegated to the outskirts of the 
community. 

The Harmonists' most important garden was fairly centrally 
located and remains on the grounds of the museum. A place of 
meditation, it includes two important structures with allegorical 
significance for the community: the Pavilion and the Grotto. The 
Pavilion, a classical design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built 
in 1831 and housed the wood-sculpted female figure of Economy. 
Scholars speculate that she represents "the spiritual harmony [the 
Harmonists] hoped to achieve here on earth and afterwards in heaven."l 
The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched roof, has a 
marvelous classical interior, as refined as the building's exterior is 
rude. This contrast conveyed the difference between the superficial 
and the substantial, the temporal and the spiritual. 

The site plan of Economy was not a rigid grid divided strictly 
into discreet areas of different uses, but it was an orderly pattern 
with definite considerations for aesthetic quality. Buildings sited 
along the street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent 
spacial pattern of solid and void. Predictably, post-Harmonist 
development resulted in the construction of newer houses in these open 
lots; nevertheless, the original Harmonist plan remains discernable. 
In fact, it is from experiencing the entire complex of remaining 
Harmonist buildings that one fully appreciates the Society's size, 
homogeneity, technical skill, and aesthetic building design and town 
planning--all of which contributed to its success and longevity as a 
community. 
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The a b i l i t y of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t to convey a d i s t i n c t sense 
of time and place today d e r i v e s from s e v e r a l f e a t u r e s : the number and 
homogeneity of Harmonist b u i l d i n g s ; the r e c o g n i z a b l e Harmonist s i t e 
p l a n n i n g ; the assortment of types of b u i l d i n g s ; and the e x i s t e n c e of 
the a l r e a d y - r e s t o r e d museum complex. A c c e n t u a t i n g the ambience of the 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s the f a c t t h a t the s u r r o u n d i n g community of 
Ambridge i s so u t t e r l y d i f f e r e n t i n n a t u r e . So densely J j u i l t was 
Ambridge ( t h e name i s a c o n t r a c t i o n of American B r i d g e , the d i v i s i o n 
of U.S. S t e e l t h a t purchased much of the Harmonist p r o p e r t y c.1905 and 
subsequently c r e a t e d a new town s u r r o u n d i n g Economy) t h a t i t serves t o 
i n s u l a t e Economy from o t h e r types of i n t r u s i o n s . D u r i n g the e a r l y 
growth of Ambridge, houses of t h a t era were b u i l t on many of the yard 
l o t s i n Economy. Other, d e f u n c t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s were demolished 
and r e p l a c e d by new s t r u c t u r e s . S e v e r a l n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s were con v e r t e d to r e s i d e n t i a l use. Once t h i s t r a n s i t i o n had 
occ u r r e d and the S o c i e t y was d i s s o l v e d , r e l a t i v e l y few major p h y s i c a l 
changes o c c u r r e d to the d i s t r i c t . I n s p i t e of r e m o d e l l l n g s to 
i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s , the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t as a whole remains a 
v i s i b l e product of the Harmony S o c i e t y of the 19th c e n t u r y . 

Economy's houses can be grouped i n t o f o u r b asic t y p e s , r e f l e c t i n g 
the few, but d i f f e r e n t , housing arrangements necessary i n the 
community. The f o l l o w i n g i n v e n t o r y d e s c r i b e s the i n d i v i d u a l 
r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g types i n d e t a i l , and then l i s t s a l l the b u i l d i n g s 
i n order by l o c a t i o n and address, w i t h the museum complex discussed 
f i r s t , k e y i n g the r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s to the a p p r o p r i a t e b u i l d i n g 
t y p e s . 

The precedent f o r t h i s type of i n v e n t o r y comes from the 
Harmonists themselves, who i n v e n t o r i e d t h e i r r e a l e s t a t e h o l d i n g s i n 
1833 and determined the same f o u r types of residences.2 (An 
a d d i t i o n a l type they c a t a l o g u e d has no e x t a n t examples.) The same 
f o u r b asic types were used again i n a comprehensive p l a n n i n g study of 
the d i s t r i c t prepared by Green I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n 1977. A l l b u i l d i n g s 
not c o r r e s p o n d i n g to one of these f o u r types ( i n c l u d i n g most of the 
museum b u i l d i n g s ) are d e s c r i b e d i n d i v i d u a l l y . I n f o r m a t i o n about 
a l t e r a t i o n s , v a r i a t i o n s , a d d i t i o n s , e t c . to each b u i l d i n g i s b r i e f l y 
mentioned. 

Each s t r u c t u r e i s desi g n a t e d as e i t h e r Key, C o n t r i b u t i n g , or 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . A l l Key and C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s were b u i l t by 
the Harmonists i n the 1824-1890 p e r i o d . Key b u i l d i n g s comprise the 
he a r t of the n a t i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t r e s o u r c e . C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s 
are those which v i s u a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y p l a y a p a r t i n conveying the 
landmark's sense of time and p l a c e . N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are 
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The ability of the historic district to convey a distinct sense 
of time and place today derives from several features: the number and 
homogeneity of Harmonist buildings; the recognizable Harmonist site 
planning; the assortment of types of buildings; and the existence of 
the already-restored museum complex. Accentuating the ambience of the 
historic district is the fact that the surrounding community of 
Ambridge is so utterly different in nature. So densely Puilt was 
Ambridge (the name is a contraction of American Bridge, the division 
of U.S. Steel that purchased much of the Harmonist property c.1905 and 
subsequently created a new town surrounding Economy) that it serves to 
insulate Economy from other types of intrusions. During the early 
growth of Ambridge, houses of that era were built on many of the yard 
lots in Economy. Other, defunct Harmonist buildings were demolished 
and replaced by new structures. Several non-residential Harmonise 
buildings were converted to residential use. Once this transition had 
occurred and the Society was dissolved, relatively few major physical 
changes occurred to the district. In spite of remodellings to 
individual buildings, the historic district as a whole remains a 
visible product of the Harmony Society of the 19th century. 

Economy's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting 
the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary in the 
community. The following inventory describes the individual 
residential building types in detail, and then lists all the buildings 
in order by location and address, with the museum complex discussed 
first, keying the residential ·buildings to the appropriate building 
types. 

The precedent for this type of inventory comes from the 
Harmonists themselves, who inventoried their real estate holdings in 
1833 and determined the same four types of residences.2 (An 
additional type they catalogued has no extant examples.) The same 
four basic types were used again in a comprehensive planning study of 
the district prepared by Green International in 1977. All buildings 
not corresponding to one of these four types (including most of the 
museum buildings) are described individually. Information about 
alterations, variations, additions, etc. to each building is briefly 
mentioned. 

Each structure is designated as either Key, Contributing, or 
Non-Contributing. All Key and Contributing buildings were built by 
the Harmonists in the 1824-1890 period. Key buildings comprise the 
heart of the nationally significant resource. Contributing buildings 
are those which visually and historically play a part in conveying the 
landmark's sense of time and place. Non-Contributing buildin g s are 
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non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s which are i n c l u d e d i n the landmark f o r reasons 
of geographic n e c e s s i t y o n l y . B u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n s are shown on the 
at t a c h e d s i t e p l a n . (A separate map f o r Old Economy V i l l a g e , the 
museum complex, i n c l u d e s b u i l d i n g s #1-22.) 

The f o l l o w i n g Harmonist design elements are present i n b u i l d i n g s 
which are considered C o n t r i b u t i n g : s i t i n g , dimensions, r o o f t y p e , and 
window and door s i z e and arrangement. D e s p i t e o t h e r a l t e r a t i o n s . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t i n g ( t h e r e b y d e f i n i n g 
the d i s t i n c t i v e town p l a n ) , r e t a i n the most basic c o n f i g u r a t i o n of the 
o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g ( r o o f type and d i m e n s i o n s ) , and i t s most s i g n i f i c a n t 
d e t a i l s (window and door s i z e and arrangement). E x c e p t i o n s to these 
c r i t e r i a are two b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the museum complex and two o u t s i d e 
the museum which have been moved i n order t o prevent t h e i r d e m o l i t i o n , 
and f o u r r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s of Harmonist b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the museum 
complex. These b u i l d i n g s are c o n s i d e r e d C o n t r i b u t i n g because of t h e i r 
Harmonist o r i g i n s , r e m aining a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , and/or a b i l i t y 
t o convey v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n about the Harmonist way of l i f e . 

1. R e i b e l , Guide to Old Economy, p.26. 

2. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 

TYPE A; Two-story B r i c k House: 

Has a three-by-two-bay p l a n w i t h a gable r o o f — w i t h r i d g e p o l e 
r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t — a n d a c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimney l o c a t e d on the 
r i d g e , j u s t east of c e n t e r . I n s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s the p l a n i s 
two-by-two bays. The b r i c k i s l a i d i n common bond, w i t h f l a t 
arches above the windows and door, c o r b e l l i n g at the c o r n i c e , 
and a w a t e r t a b l e . Windows are double hung sash, s i x - o v e r - s i x , 
except f o r s m a l l , s i n g l e a t t i c windows i n each gable end. The 
door i s l o c a t e d on the end of the house, r a t h e r than on the 
s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Most houses of t h i s type have a wood shed 
a d d i t i o n on the r e a r , one room wide, w i t h i t s own door, a l s o on 
the end of the house. This house type r e t a i n s the best i n t e g r i t y 
i n the d i s t r i c t . There are 30 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e . 

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House: 

Almost i d e n t i c a l to Type A except c o n s t r u c t e d of wood. B u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s type have t y p i c a l l y been c o n s i d e r a b l y a l t e r e d . The most 
common a l t e r a t i o n s have been the a p p l i c a t i o n of new s i d i n g and 
r o o f i n g m a t e r i a l , the replacement of window sash, and o c c a s i o n a l l y . 
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non-Harmonist buildings which are included in the landmark for reasons 
of geographic necessity only. Building locations are shown on the 
attached site plan. (A separate map for Old Economy Village, the 
museum complex, includes buildings #1-22.) 

The following Harmonist design elements are present in buildings 
which are considered Contributing: siting, dimensions, roof type, and 
window and door size and arrangement. Despite other alt;rations, 
Contributing buildings retain their original siting (thereby defining 
the distinctive town plan), retain the most basic configuration of the 
original building (roof type and dimensions), and its most significant 
details (window and door size and arrangemen~). Exceptions to these 
criteria are two buildings within the museum complex and two outside 
the museum which have been moved in order to prevent their demolition, 
and four reconstructions of Harmonist buildings within the museum 
complex. These buildings are considered Contributing because of their 
Harmonist origins, remaining architectural integrity, and/or ability 
to convey valuable information about the Harmonist way of life. 

1. Reibel, Guide to Old Economy, p.26. 

2. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 

TYPE A: Two-story Brick House: 

Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof--with ridgepole 
running east-west--and a corbelled brick chimney located on the 
ridge, just east of center. In several instances the plan is 
two-by-two bays. The brick is laid in common bond, with flat 
arches above the windows and door, corbelling at the cornice, 
and a watertable. Windows are double hung sash, six-over-six, 
except for small, single attic windows in each gable end. The 
door is located on the end of the house, rather than on the 
street elevation. Most houses of this type have a wood shed 
addition on the rear, one room wide, with its own door, also on 
the end of the house. This house type retains the best integrity 
in the district. There are 30 extant buildings of this type. 

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House: 

Almost identical to Type A except constructed of wood. Buildings 
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The most 
common alterations have been the application of new siding and 
roofing material, the replacement of window sash, and occasionally, 
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s l i g h t changes i n window s i z e , the a d d i t i o n of windows, the a d d i t i o n 
of eave r e t u r n s , and the a d d i t i o n of a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 
(The l a t t e r two a d d i t i o n s occur which such frequency and appear to 
date t o such an e a r l y era t h a t they may have been common a l t e r a t i o n s 
made by the Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s t y p e . 

TYPE C: Two-story Frame Double House: 

S i t e d w i t h i t s gable end toward the s t r e e t , the b u i l d i n g has f i v e -
by-two bays, w i t h m u l t i p l e chimneys, doors on the east or west 
s i d e s , and windows of t a l l e r p r o p o r t i o n s than the s m a l l e r houses. 
The a l t e r a t i o n s t o these b u i l d i n g s are s i m i l a r t o those seen on the 
Type B houses. There are 4 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e . 

TYPE D: One-story Frame House; 

Smal l , o n e - s t o r y - w i t h a t t i c house w i t h a two by t h r e e bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h gable r o o f — r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o the 
s t r e e t — a n d c e n t r a l chimney. There are 2 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of 
t h i s t y p e . 

B u i l d i n g I n v e n t o r y : 

1. Feast H a l l , 14th and Church S t r e e t s , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. B u i l t 1826-1828. 

One of the l a r g e s t e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , measuring 
118' X 54' and 50' t a l l at the r i d g e p o l e , s i t e d at the major 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of the community, t h i s i s a t a l l 2 - 1/2-story 
b u i l d i n g of b r i c k w i t h a gambrel r o o f hipped at each end, the 
r i d g e p o l e o r i e n t e d east-west l i k e n e a r l y a l l the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s along 14th S t r e e t . One of the few b u i l d i n g s w i t h b r i c k 
l a i d i n Flemish bond. Wood-shingled r o o f p i e r c e d by dormers, 
w i t h f o u r c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimneys along the r i d g e p o l e . Wood c o r ­
n i c e i s f i n e l y d e n t l l l e d . Large 6/6 sash windows have o r i g i n a l 
frames w i t h j a c k arches above. Main entrance ( e a s t end) c o n s i s t s 
of a double door beneath a 7-pane f a n l i g h t w i t h a c l a s s i c a l sur­
round. West end door has a r e c t a n g u l a r transom w i t h a c u r v i l i n e a r 
m o t i f . Other doors are l o c a t e d at east and west ends of the n o r t h 
s ide • 

C e n t r a l h a l l p l a n of the f i r s t s t o r y remains i n t a c t , w i t h 
s e v e r a l rooms, each w i t h f i r e p l a c e , f l a n k i n g the h a l l . Second 
f l o o r c o n s i s t s almost e n t i r e l y of the a c t u a l f e a s t h a l l (50' x 96') 
The 8-bay h a l l i s spanned by an e l l i p t i c a l l y - s h a p e d b a r r e l - v a u l t 
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slight changes in window size, the addition of windows, the addition 
of eave returns, and the addition o{ a door on the street elevation. 
(The latter two additions occur which such frequency and appear to 
date to such an early era that they may have been common alterations 
made by the Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 extant buildings 
of this type. 

TYPE C: Two-story Frame Double House: 

Sited with its gable end toward the street, the building has five­
by-two bays, with multiple chimneys, doors on the east or west 
sides, and windows of taller proportions than the smaller houses. 
The alterations to these buildings are similar to those seen on the 
Type B houses. There are 4 extant buildings of this type. 

TYPED: One-story Frame House: 

Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con­
figuration, with gable roof--ridgepole perpendicular to the 
street--and central chimney. There are 2 extant buildings of 
this type. 

Building Inventory: 

1. Feast Hall, 14th and Ch~ich Streets, Old Economy Village. 
Key. Built 1826-1828. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring 
118' x 54' and 50' tall at the ridgepole, sited at the major 
intersection of the community, this is a tall 2-1/2-story 
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the 
ridgepole oriented east-west like nearly all the Harmonist 
buildings along 14th Street. One of the few buildings with brick 
laid in Flemish bond. Wood-shingled roof pierced by dormers, 
with four corbelled brick chimneys along the ridgepole. Wood cor­
nice is finely dentilled. Large 6/6 sash windows have original 
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists 
of a double door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur­
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a curvilinear 
motif. Other doors are located at east and west ends of the north 
side. 

Central hall plan of the first story remains intact, with 
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking the hall. Second 
floor consists almost entirely of the actual feast hall (SO' x 96'). 
The 8-hay hall is spanned by an elliptically-shaped barrel-vault 



NPS Fonn 10-MO-a OMB IVo . 1034-0018 
0*2> Expires 10-31-87 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of t he Inter ior ^^^^<f;'^-^!^rr^.^^r^'''>«^ 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 7 Page 8 

of wood planks p i e r c e d by windows on the s i d e s , w i t h engaged 
chamferred p i l a s t e r s j o i n e d by e l l i p t i c a l w a l l arches on the n o r t h 
and south s i d e s . East and west ends f e a t u r e trompe I ' o e i l p a i n t i n g s 
of the same c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h s i n g l e , r e a l doors at the t h i r d 
f l o o r l e v e l . 

2. Granary, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

The b u i l d i n g i s 5-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l w i t h a 3x7 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 
The stone and t i m b e r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f i r s t s t o r y i s unique 
i n the community. S i d i n g on the o t h e r f l o o r s i s of wide, p l a i n 
boards; the gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs n o r t h - s o u t h ) i s sheathed 
w i t h wood s h i n g l e s . 

The i n t e r i o r i s made up of l a r g e , s i n g l e rooms, w i t h a system 
of twelve i n t e r i o r p o s t s , each w i t h f o u r knee braces a t the head, 
e x t e n d i n g up thro u g h the f i r s t f o u r f l o o r s . There i s a l a r g e 
stone c e l l a r . 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

One s t o r y - w i t h - a t t i c , r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g of wood s i d i n g of 
beaded board and a gable r o o f , and 6/6 windows. There i s a s i n g l e 
door on the south end, arid an a t t i c door above f l a n k e d by l o u v e r e d 
openings. A s m a l l entrance h a l l on the south c o n t a i n s a s t a i r t o 
the s torage l o f t and opens onto a s m a l l room beside i t on the south 
end and a l a r g e room on the n o r t h end. Many of the o r i g i n a l t o o l s 
and equipment remain i n s i d e . 

4. Community K i t c h e n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

One-story r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g of wood l a p s i d i n g , w i t h a bead 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable r o o f 
( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) has a c e n t r a l , extended s e c t i o n t h a t 
p r o v i d e s v e n t i l a t i o n and m u l t i p l e chimneys. 6/6 windows r e t a i n 
some o r i g i n a l g l a s s . A s i n g l e door i s l o c a t e d i n c e n t r a l bay on 
south s i d e . The o r i g i n a l b r i c k f l o o r , b r i c k and stone cooking 
area, and some o r i g i n a l cooking k e t t l e s are i n t a c t i n s i d e . 
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of wood planks pierced by windows on the sides, with engaged 
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on the north 
and south sides. East and west ends feature trompe l'oeil paintings 
of the same configuration, with single, real doors at the third 
floor level. 

2. Granary, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

The building is 5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration. 
The stone and timber construction of the first story is unique 
in the community. Siding on the other floors is of wide, plain 
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) is sheathed 
with wood shingles. 

The interior is made up of large, single rooms, with a system 
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at the head, 
extending up through the first four floors. There is a large 
stone cellar. 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

One story-with-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of 
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 windows. There is a single 
door on the south end, arid an attic door above flanked by louvered 
openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to 
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it on the south 
end and a large room on the north end. Many of the original tools 
and equipment remain inside. 

4. Community Kitchen, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

One-story rectangular building of wood lap siding, with a bead 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shingled gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that 
provides ventilation and multiple chimneys. 6/6 windows retain 
some original glass. A single door is located in central bay on 
south side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking 
area, and some original cooking kettles are intact inside. 
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5. T a i l o r Shop and Wine C e l l a r , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

Large t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c , of 7x4 bays w i t h gable r o o f 
( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) . B r i c k i s l a i d i n common bond, w i t h 
j a c k arches above windows and doors, and a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d 
c o r n i c e . U n l i k e the o t h e r b u i l d i n g s , t h i s one has a dressed stone 
w a t e r t a b l e above a dressed stone f o u n d a t i o n on the south si d e 
( f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t ) , but a b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e and p l a i n stone founda­
t i o n on o t h e r s i d e s . Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 
and much of the gl a s s appear t o be o r i g i n a l . Doors are l o c a t e d 
on n o r t h , e a s t , and south e l e v a t i o n s ; those on the n o r t h and south 
are wide and 6 - p a n e l l e d , w i t h four-pane transoms. The top stone 
doorstep has curved stone d e t a i l i n g ( t h e r e are t h r e e s t e p s ) . The 
east end door leads t o the s t o n e - v a u l t e d wine c e l l a r and i s w i t h i n 
a wood v e s t i b u l e . 

I n t e r i o r : Some f l o o r i n g i s o r i g i n a l , as w e l l as doors, base­
board, s t a i r c a s e , p l a s t e r , the p u l l e y on a t t i c door, and mantels. 
There are f o u r rooms on each f l o o r w i t h a ce n t e r h a l l r u n n i n g 
n o r t h - s o u t h . O r i g i n a l t o o l s are on d i s p l a y . The l a r g e v a u l t e d 
wine c e l l a r beneath the b u i l d i n g has steep stone steps and a p u l l e y 
mechanism f o r b r i n g i n g casks i n and o u t , a stone f l o o r , and some 
o r i g i n a l wine casks. The v a u l t i s 15' hi g h w i t h s t o n e - v a u l t e d 
p e n e t r a t i o n s s l o p i n g up to the e i g h t windows at grade l e v e l . 

6. S t o r e . Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. 1828. 

This b u i l d i n g was where the Harmonists' many pro d u c t s were 
s o l d to the p u b l i c . I t i s a l a r g e t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c 
of 5x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) and a 
c e l l a r beneath the western h a l f . The b r i c k i s l a i d i n common 
bond, w i t h j a c k arches above windows and doors, a c o r b e l l e d and 
d e n t l l l e d c o r n i c e , and a b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e . Windows are 8/12, 
double-hung sash; most, i f not a l l , appear to be o r i g i n a l and i n 
the o r i g i n a l frames ( s i l l s may be r e p l a c e m e n t s ) . F i r s t f l o o r 
windows have p l a i n wood s h u t t e r s w i t h an i r o n c l o s i n g mechanism. 
Doors are l o c a t e d on n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s , set h i g h , at the 
w a t e r t a b l e , and have four-pane transoms. L i k e many o t h e r doors 
i n Old Economy V i l l a g e , these are a f l a t 6-panel d e s i g n . Doors 
on the west end of the b u i l d i n g , at the second f l o o r and a t t i c 
l e v e l , a l l o w e d f o r l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g . The f o u n d a t i o n i s of 
dressed s tone. 
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Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick is laid in common bond, with 
jack arches above windows and doors, and a dentilled and corbelled 
cornice. Unlike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone 
watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side 
(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda~ 
tion on other sides. Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the _ frames 
and much of the glass appear to be original. Doors are located 
on north, east, and south elevations; those on the north and south 
are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The top stone 
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The 
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine cellar and is within 
a wood vestibule. 

Interior: Some flooring is original, as well as doors, base­
board, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door, and mantels. 
There are four rooms on each floor with a center hall running 
north-south. Original tools are on display. The large vaulted 
wine cellar beneath the building has steep stone steps and a pulley 
mechanism for bringing casks in and out, a stone floor, and some 
original wine casks. The vault is 15' high with stone-vaulted 
penetrations sloping up to the eight windows at grade level. 

6. Store. Old Economy Village. 
Key. 1828. 

This building was where the Harmonists' many products were 
sold to the public. It is a large two-story building with attic 
of Sx2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a 
cellar beneath the western half. The brick is laid in common 
bond, with jack arches above windows and doors, a corbelled and 
dentilled cornice, and a brick watertable. Windows are 8/12, 
double-hung sash; most, if not all, appear to be original and in 
the original frames (sills may be replacements). First floor 
windows have plain wood shutters with an iron closing mechanism. 
Doors are located on north and south elevations, set high, at the 
watertable, and have four-pane transoms. Like many other doors 
in Old Economy Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Doors 
on the west end of the building, at the second floor and attic 
level, allowed for loading and unloading. The foundation is of 
dressed stone. 



NPS Fonn 10400-1 
(M2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expire* 10-31-87 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of t he Inter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 
Economy National 
Historic Landmark Item number 

The four-room per f l o o r w i t h c e n t r a l h a l l p l a n matches t h a t 
of the t a i l o r shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as d i s p l a y 
rooms and o t h e r s as storage f o r l a r g e amounts of t o o l s , equipment, 
and b o t t l e s . 

Baker House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. The house was moved from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e s e v e r a l 
yards t o the west i n the 1950s when Route 65 r e p l a c e d the R i v e r 
Road. I t has been r e s t o r e d as p a r t of the museum. I t was o r i g i ­
n a l l y the house of Johannes Langenbacher (name changed t o B a k e r ) , 
the S o c i e t y ' s s t o r e k e e p e r and l a t e r Senior T r u s t e e when founder 
George Rapp d i e d i n 1847. 

Shed, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e p l i c a t i o n c. 1950. 

During the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s o n e - s t o r y , 
wood shed was b u i l t a l ong the l i n e s of a t h e n - e x t a n t o r i g i n a l shed 
o u t s i d e the State-owned p r o p e r t y . The Harmonists c o n s t r u c t e d 
s i m i l a r , i f not always i d e n t i c a l sheds behind the houses to serve 
as s t a b l e , s t o r a g e , workspace, and p r i v y . T his one i s b u i l t of 
p l a i n wood l a p - s i d i n g w i t h a gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e r u n n i n g e a s t -
west. There are f i x e d , m u l t i - p a n e d sash windows and s e v e r a l 
s i n g l e d o o r s . 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. This d i f f e r s from the standa r d type by having a two, 
r a t h e r than t h r e e , bay facade. Moved and r e s t o r e d as p a r t of 
the museum complex, i t was o r i g i n a l l y the house of Jonathan Lenz, 
one of the S o c i e t y ' s t r u s t e e s . 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

Two-story, 3x1 bay b u i l d i n g w i t h gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs east-
west) of wood l a p s i d i n g of v a r i e d w i d t h s w i t h a beaded lower 
edge. This i s the o n l y frame b u i l d i n g w i t h I t s o r i g i n a l clapboards 
w i t h beaded bottom edges i n t a c t . I t had not been used f o r many 
years b e f o r e the r e s t o r a t i o n , and r e t a i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a r c h i t e c -
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The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that 
of the tailor shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as display 
rooms and others as storage for large amounts of tools, equipment, 
and bottles. 

7. Baker House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. 1826. 

TYPE A. The house was moved from its original site several 
yards to the west in the 1950s when Route 65 replaced the River 
Road. It has been restored as part of the museum. It was origi­
nally the house of Johannes Langenbacher (name changed to Baker), 
the Society's storekeeper and later Senior Trustee when founder 
George Rapp died in 1847. 

8. Shed, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. Replication c.1950. 

During the restoration of Old Economy Village, this one-story, 
wood shed was built along the lines of a then-extant original shed 
outside the State-owned property. The Harmonists constructed 
similar, if not always identical sheds behind the houses to serve 
as stable, storage, workspace, and privy. This one is built of 
plain wood lap-siding with a gable roof, ridgepole running east­
west. There are fixed, , multi-paned sash windows and several 
single doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. This differs from the standard type by having a two, 
rather than three, bay facade. Moved and restored as part of 
the museum complex, it was originally the house of Jonathan Lenz, 
one of the Society's trustees. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Two-story, 3xl bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east­
west) of wood lap siding of varied widths with a beaded lower 
edge. This is the only frame building with its original clapboards 
with beaded bottom edges intact. It had not been used for many 
years before the restoration, and retained considerable architec-
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t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . Windows are 6/6, double-hung; t h e r e i s a wide 
c e n t r a l door on the south s i d e . The i n t e r i o r r e t a i n s e x c e l l e n t 
i n t e g r i t y ; a c e n t r a l s u p p o r t i n g post has chamfered edges, as 
seen on the p i l a s t e r s i n the Feast H a l l and the Church. The 
b u i l d i n g i s f i l l e d w i t h Harmonist t o o l s and equipment. 

11. Great House. Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. c. 1826. • ' 

The b u i l d i n g s^.rved p r i m a r i l y as a re s i d e n c e f o r George and 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp (and l a t e r , the Trustees of the S o c i e t y ) and secon­
d a r i l y as the showplace of the Harmony S o c i e t y . V i s i t o r s were 
o f t e n e n t e r t a i n e d i r i t h i s b u i l d i n g by the Rapps. 

This l a r g e r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i s composed of two a d j o i n i n g 
s e c t i o n s : the long s e c t i o n f a c i n g Church S t r e e t known as the 
George Rapp House, and the s m a l l e r , but t a l l e r s e c t i o n , s i t e d 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y t o i t on i t s n o r t h end, known as the F r e d e r i c k 
Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the f i r s t to be b u i l t and c o n s i s t s 
of a t w o - s t o r y , s i x - b a y s e c t i o n f l a n k e d by o n e - s t o r y wings on the 
n o r t h and south ends. Of b r i c k l a i d i n Flemish bond, i t has a 
gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e r u n n i n g n o r t h - s o u t h ) t r u n c a t e d at the ends, 
b r i c k chimneys at the r i d g e p o l e , h i p - r o o f e d dormers, a d e n t l l l e d 
b r i c k c o r n i c e ; and a dressed stone f o u n d a t i o n . There i s a two-
s t o r y porch on the west e l e v a t i o n , f a c i n g the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n known as the V a u l t Room, b u i l t i n about 
1858 to house the Harmonist s a f e . Windows are 6/6, double hung 
w i t h b r i c k j a c k - a r c h l i n t e l s - The main entrance on the east e l e ­
v a t i o n has a pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h f a n l i g h t ; s i m i l a r 
f l a n k i n g doors on the n o r t h and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has been r e s t o r e d and f e a t u r e s more 
el e g a n t d e t a i l i n g than i s found i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist houses. 
Three separate money v a u l t s are l o c a t e d i n the basement of the 
house: one beneath the George Rapp s e c t i o n , and two beneath the 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp s e c t i o n . The l a t t e r s e c t i o n of the house was b u i l t 
as the n o r t h wing of the George Rapp's house and i s a t a l l , 2-1/2 
s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g w i t h b r i d g e d chimneys, dormers, and 
s t y l i s t i c elements not found on o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . As on 
the Feast H a l l and the George Rapp s e c t i o n , the b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
Flemish bond, w i t h l a r g e j a c k arches above windows and doors, and 
a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e . Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are u n u s u a l l y we 11 - d e t a i 1 e d , w i t h a grace­
f u l l y - c u r v e d bottom s t e p . The south door has a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved p i l a s t e r s w i t h " b u l l s - e y e " corner blocks 
I t s steps are a l s o c a r e f u l l y carved. 
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tural integrity. Windows are 6/6, double-hung; there is a wide 
central door on the south side. The interior retains excellent 
integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as 
seen on the pilasters in the Feast Hall and the Church. The 
building is filled with Harmonist tools and equipment. 

11. Great House. Old Economy Village. 
Key. c. 1826. 

The building s·e, . .rved primarily as a residence for George and 
Frederick Rapp (and later, the Trustees of the Society) and secon­
darily as the showplace of the Harmony Society. Visitors were 
often entertained i~ this building by the Rapps. 

This large residential building is composed of two adjoining 
sections: the long section facing Church Street known as the 
George Rapp House, and the smaller, but taller section, sited 
perpendicularly to it on its north end, known as the Frederick 
Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the first to be built and consists 
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings on the 
north and south ends. Of brick laid in Flemish bond, it has a 
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) truncated at the ends, 
brick chimneys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentilled 
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There is a two­
story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 story brick addition known as the Vault Room, built in about 
1858 to house the Harmonist safe. Windows are 6/6, double hung 
with brick jack-arch lintels. The main entrance on the east ele­
vat~on has a pedimented frontispiece with fanlight; similar 
flanking doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The interior of the house has been restored and features more 
elegant detailing than is found in the typical Harmonist houses. 
Three separate money vaults are located in the basement of the 
house: one beneath the George Rapp section, and two beneath the 
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of the house was built 
as the north wing of the George Rapp's house and is a tall, 2-1/2 
story gable-roofed building with bridged chimneys, dormers, and 
stylistic elements not found on other Harmonist buildings. As on 
the Feast Hall and the George Rapp section, the brick is laid in 
Flemish bond, with large jack arches above windows and doors, and 
a dentilled and corbelled cornice. Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are unusually well-detailed, with a grace­
fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks. 
Its steps are also carefully carved. 
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The e i g h t - r o o m i n t e r i o r has been r e s t o r e d 

I n the 1880s, the r o o f of the George Rapp s e c t i o n was changed 
to a simple gable and v a r i o u s o t h e r changes were made. During 
the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , the r o o f was r e b u i l t t o 
i t s o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . Numerous o t h e r r e s t o r a t i o n items 
were undertaken at t h i s time as w e l l . 

Summer K i t c h e n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.18'25, 1950. 

A l a r g e l y r e b u i l t o n e - s t o r y s i x - b a y g a b l e - r o o f e d frame b u i l d i n g 
of wood s i d i n g w i t h ' a beaded lower edge. I t o r i g i n a l l y c o n t a i n e d 
a summer k i t c h e n , workshop, t o o l and wood st o r a g e area, and c h i c k e n 
coop. The k i t c h e n area remained l a r g e l y i n t a c t at the time of 
r e s t o r a t i o n and was r e s t o r e d ; the o t h e r rooms, however, were made 
i n t o modern res t r o o m s . 

13. C a r r i a g e House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

A t a l l , g a b l e - r o o f e d frame b u i l d i n g s i t e d a t the southeast corner 
of the museum s i t e w i t h double doors l o c a t e d on the n o r t h s i d e . I t 
r e q u i r e d e x t e n s i v e r e s t o r a t i o n c.1950 to remove a l t e r a t i o n s made 
when the b u i l d i n g was co n v e r t e d to a re s i d e n c e i n the 1890s. The 
o r i g i n a l t i m b e r frame remained i n t a c t , however, and the s i t e i s 
o r i g i n a l , a l t h o u g h the b u i l d i n g had been r a i s e d about f o u r f e e t 
when a second f l o o r was added. 

14. Garden P a v i l i o n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1831, c.1950. 

A c l a s s i c a l , hexagonal stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h arched openings and 
a f l a t r o o f topped by s i x stone vases, s i t e d at the c e n t e r of the 
S o c i e t y garden. The p a v i l i o n was disassembled and an exact r e p l i c a 
b u i l t d u r i n g the museum r e s t o r a t i o n because of the extreme d e t e r i o r ­
a t i o n . Stone copies of the o r i g i n a l wooden r o o f f i n i a l s were 
mounted i n 1966 ( t h e o r i g i n a l wooden f i n i a l s , carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of P h i l a d e l p h i a , are i n the museum). A p l a n i n the Harmony 
S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s shows t h a t the p a v i l i o n was o r i g i n a l l y designed 
w i t h a hexagonal domed r o o f , but t h i s i s not known to have been 
b u i l t . The garden p a v i l i o n was the f o c a l p o i n t of the Harmonists' 
garden, c a l l e d by one landscape e x p e r t the most i m p r e s s i v e garden 
of i t s era west of the A l l e g h e n i e s . I t was c r e a t e d and a p p r e c i a t e d 
f o r a l l e g o r i c a l as w e l l as a e s t h e t i c reasons, the beauty of the 
garden r e p r e s e n t i n g the s t a t e of Harmony achieved through d e v o t i o n 
to God. ( S p e c i f i c s t r u c t u r e s , such as the G r o t t o and the l a b y r i n t h 
e x h i b i t t h i s idea more c l e a r l y . ) The s u r r o u n d i n g garden f e a t u r e d a 

NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
c:,.ai 

0MB No . 1024-00ll 
£rpir•• lO-Jl-17 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service · 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 
Economy National 
Historic Landmark Item number 7 

The eight-room interior has been restored. 

Page 12 

In the 1880s, the roof of the George Rapp section was changed 
to a simple gable and various other changes were made. During 
the restoration of Old Economy Village, the roof was rebuilt to 
its original configuration. Numerous other restoration items 
were undertaken at this time as _well. 

12. Summer Kitchen, Q~d Economy Village. 
Cont r 1 but 1 n g • c • 18'2 5 , 1950 • 

A largelj rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building 
of wood siding with ' a beaded lower edge. It originally contained 
a summer kitchen, workshop, tool and wood storage area, and chicken 
coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at the time of 
restoration and was restored; the other rooms, however, were made 
into modern restrooms. 

13. Carriage House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

A t a 11 , g a l;:,.l e - r o o f e d frame bu i 1 d i n g s 1 t e d a t the s o u the a s t co r n e r 
of the museu~ site ~1th double doors located on the north side. It 
required ext~nsive restoration c.1950 to remove alterations made 
when the building was converted to a residence in the 1890s. The 
original timber frame re'mained intact, however, and the site is 
original, although the building had been raised about four feet 
when a second floor was added. · 

14. Garden Pavilion, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. 1831, c.1950. 

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched openings and 
a flat roof topped by six stone vases, sited at the center of the 
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica 
built during the museum restoration because of the extreme deterior­
ation. Stone copies of the original wooden roof finials were 
mounted in 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of Philadelphia, are in the museum). A plan in the Harmony 
Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed 
with a hexagonal domed roof, but this is not known to have been 
built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists' 
garden, called by one landscape expert the most impressive garden 
of its era west of the Alleghenies. It was created and appreciated 
for allegorical as well as aesthetic reasons, the beauty of the 
garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devotion I 
to God. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto and the labyrinth 
exhibit this idea more clearly.) The surrounding garden featured a 
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simple path system r a d i a t i n g from the p a v i l i o n t h a t d i v i d e d the 
garden i n t o f o u r s e c t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g a fan-shaped v i n e y a r d , stone 
g r o t t o , a r b o r s , and numerous v a r i e t i e s of f r u i t t r e e s , shrubs, ever­
greens, and f l o w e r s . (See a l s o : G r o t t o , #15). 

15. G r o t t o , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

B u i l t as a place f o r m e d i t a t i o n i n a cor n e r of the S o c i e t y ' s 
garden, the one-st'dry, rough stone G r o t t o serves as an a l l e g o r y 
of Harmonist p h i l o s o p h y . The round s t r u c t u r e i s 17' i n diameter 
w i t h a c o n i c a l r o o f , o r i g i n a l l y t h a t c h e d . F r e d e r i c k Rapp b u i l t 
the G r o t t o f o r George Rapp, commissioning W i l l i a m J e n k i n s of P i t t s ­
burgh f o r the f i n e i n t e r i o r ornamental p l a s t e r work. The rough 
e x t e r i o r was i n t e n d e d t o suggest the s i m p l i c i t y of the Harmonist 
l i f e s t y l e ; the r e f i n e d i n t e r i o r , the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 
s p i r i t . I t i s the o n l y example of the Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e i n any 
of the Harmonists' s e t t l e m e n t s . 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

A s m a l l b r i c k and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Old Economy 
,1828. • • 

V i l l a g e 

TYPE A. L i k e the Lenz house ( # 9 ) , t h i s d i f f e r s from the t y p i c a l 
Type A i n having a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . I t was was moved onto 
the museum p r o p e r t y from s e v e r a l b l o c k s away. Though d e t e r i o r a t e d , 
i t r e t a i n s most of the basic Harmonist f e a t u r e s . 

18, 

19 

U t i l i t y Shed. 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

This o n e - s t o r y , g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g of board and b a t t e n s i d i n g 
b u i l d i n g was r e b u i l t along the l i n e s of the o r i g i n a l , which housed 
the S o c i e t y ' s f i r e engine and o t h e r f 1 r e - f i g h t i n g equipment. 

Maintenance B u i l d i n g . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1965. 

A frame s t r u c t u r e of o n e - s t o r y b u i l t t o complement the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s w h i l e s e r v i n g the maintenance needs of the museum complex 
I t east end i s a t t a c h e d to the Warehouse. 
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simple path system radiating from the pavilion that divided the 
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone 
grotto, arbors, and numerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever­
greens, and flowers. (See also: Grotto, #15). 

15. Grotto, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Built as a pl~~e for meditation in a corner of the Society's 
garden, the one-st'ory, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory 
of Harmonise philosophy. The round structure is 17' in diameter 
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built 
the Grotto for George Rapp, commissioning William Jenkins of Pitts­
burgh for the fine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough 
exterior was intended to suggest the simplicity of the Harmonise 
lifestyle; the refined interior, the beauty of the Harmonises' pure 
spirit. It is the only example of the Greek Revival style in any 
of the Harmonises' settlements. · 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

A small biick and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy Village. 

18. 

Contributing. c.1828. · 

TYPE A. Like the Lenz house (#9), this differs from the typical 
Type A in having a 2x2 bay configuration. It was was moved onto 
the museum property from several blocks away. Though deteriorated, 
it retains most of the basic Harmonist features. 

Utility Shed ·: 
Contributing. Recons::ruction. 

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board and batten siding 
building was rebuilt along the lines of the original, which housed 
the Society's fire engine and other fire-fighting equipment. 

19. Maintenance Building. 
Non-Contributing. c.1965. 

A frame structure of one-story built to complement the Harmonist 
buildin gs while serving the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 
It east end is attached to the Warehouse. 
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20. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . Re c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

This was r e c o n s t r u c t e d from e a r l y photographs of an o r i g i n a l com­
mun i t y waterpump. 

21. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

A p a r t i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of an o r i g i n a l pump based on e a r l y photo­
graphs. The i r o n work and the s i t e are o r i g i n a l . 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

A s m a l l , o n e - s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g s e r v i n g as a p o t t i n g shed and 
storehouse, f r o n t s a modern greenhouse e x t e n s i o n s on the south and 
east s i d e s . 

23. 70 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h b r i c k , o b s c u r i n g o r i g i n a l t r i m . 
Windows and doors are replacements; porches have been added. 

24. 78-80 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1870. 

Two-story, s i x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s i d e d w i t h 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was pr o b a b l y b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y 
to house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 

25 

26 

84 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . 

86-88 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1870. 

Two-story, s i x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s i d e d w i t h 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was pr o b a b l y b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y 
to house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t I s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 
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This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com­
munity waterpump. 

21. Waterpump, Old Economy Village •. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

A par t i a 1 re c ~-~·s t r u c t i on of an or i gin a 1 pump b a s e d on ea r 1 y p ho t o­
g rap h s. The iron work and the site are original. 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and 
storehouse, fronts a modern greenhouse extensions on the south and 
east sides. 

23. 70 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830 • 

.. 
TYPE B. Has been re-sided with brick, obscuring original trim. 

Windows and doors are replacements; porches have been added. 

24. 78-80 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical siding. Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the late 19th century 
to house la~orers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its original site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the district of 1893. 

25. 84 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Harmonist buildings. 

26. 86-88 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical siding. Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the late 19th century 
to house laborers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its original site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the district of 1893. 
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27. 98 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h perma-stone; windows and doors 
have been r e p l a c e d . 

28. 186 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 18.30. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Gener­
a l l y , i n t e g r i t y i s good and the yard space i s i n t a c t . " J u i n 8, 
1830" i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c . 

29. 189 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has a t w o - s t o r y , 2x1 bay a d d i t i o n on the n o r t h end; 
has been r e - s i d e d . 

30. 193 12th S t r e e t . 
Contributing,., c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney has been removed, e x t e r i o r has been r e - s i d e d , 
and windows have been r e p l a c e d . A modern garage i s behind the 
house. 

31. 194 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney and windows have been r e p l a c e d ; b u i l d i n g i s 
sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . A garage i s behind the house. 

32. 197 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

2-1/2 s t o r y , b r i c k Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney has been a l t e r e d ; windows doors, and a porch 
have been added. Wood s i d i n g i s v i s i b l e beneath aluminum and 
wood s i d i n g . I t s f o u n d a t i o n i s parged. This b u i l d i n g may have 
been moved about ten f e e t when a d j a c e n t Maplewood Avenue was 
l a i d out c.1905. I t i s s i t e d u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y c l o s e to 
the n e i g h b o r i n g Harmonist house. 
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TYPE B. Has been re-sided with perma-stone; windows and doors 
have been replaced. 

28. 186 12th Street. 
Contributing. 18)0. 

'('• 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the street elevation. Gener­
ally, inteirity is good and the yard space is intact. "Juin 8, 
1830" is inscribed 'in mortar in the attic. 

29. 189 12th Str~et. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has a two-story, 2xl bay addition on the north end; 
has been re-sided. 

30. 193 12th Street. 
Contributin~-- c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney has been removed, exterior has been re-sided, 
and windows have been ~eplaced. A modern garage is behind the 
house. 

31. 194 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney and windows have been replaced; building is 
sheathed wifh aluminum siding. A garage is behind the house. 

32. 197 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1830. 

2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Chimney has been altered; windows doors, and a porch 
have been added. Wood siding is visible beneath aluminum and 
wood sidi n g. Its foundation is par g ed. This buildin g ma y have 
been moved a bout ten fe e t whe n a dj a cent Mapl e wood Av e n ue was 
l a id out c.1905. It is sited unc ha r a cteristically close to ! · 
the neighboring Harmonist house. 
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34 . 199 12 th S t r e e t 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c 1830. 

TYPE B. Has a t y p i c a l shed a d d i t i o n on the r e a r ; i s sheathed 
w i t h i n s u l b r l c k . 

35. 278 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE D. 

36. 280 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. U n u s u a l l y s i t e d w i t h i t s r o o f r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r 
to the s t r e e t ; r e - s i d e d w i t h v a r i o u s modern m a t e r i a l s . Perhaps 
i t was t u r n e d on i t s s i t e or moved, but i t does r e t a i n i t s b a s i c 
Harmonist form and 2x3 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

37. 281 12th S t r e e t ( s t r e e t address u n c e r t a i n ; t a x p a r c e l #11-04-502), 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE D. R e c e n t l y r e m o d e l l e d , though i t s b a s i c dimensions and 
form remain i n t a c t . 

38 

39 

283 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. This i s the o n l y Harmonist frame house i n the d i s t r i c t 
t h a t has not been covered w i t h s i d i n g , and t h e r e f o r e g i v e s an 
e s p e c i a l l y good idea of the o r i g i n a l appearance of these houses. 

M a j e s t i c Laundry & Dry C l e a n i n g , 
Northwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

12th and Merchant S t r e e t s , 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been r e p l a c e d ; 
been a l t e r e d to accommodate commercial use. 

f i r s t f l o o r has 

40. 1198 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. S i t e d c a t e r c o r n e r to the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t , t h i s 
house has been i n c l u d e d as a d i s c o n t i g u o u s p a r t because i t s i n t e g ­
r i t y remains e x c e l l e n t and i t i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the Harmonist 
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TYPE B. Has a typical shed addition on the rear; is sheathed 
with insulbrick. 

35. 278 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPED. 

36. 280 12th sireet. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendicular 
to the street; re-sided with various modern materials. Perhaps 
it was turned on its site or moved, but it does retain its basic 
Harmonist form and 2x3 bay configuration. 

37. 281 12th Street (street address uncertain; tax parcel #11-04-502). 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPED. Recently remodelled, though its basic dimensions and 
form remain intact. 

38. 283 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. This is the only Harmonist frame house in the district 
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an 
esp~cially good idea of the original appearance of these houses. 

39. Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets, 
Northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been replaced; first floor has 
been altered to accommodate commercial use. 

40. 1198 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Sited catercorner to the rest of the district, this 
house has been included as a discontiguous part because its integ­
rity remains excellent and it is a continuation of the Harmonist 
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12th S t r e e t s t r e e t s c a p e . On the house's east end, every o t h e r b r i c k 
header i s blackened, c r e a t i n g a d e c o r a t i v e p a t t e r n . A German 
i n s c r i p t i o n i n the mortar i n the a t t i c reads " J u l y 5, i n the year 
of God, 1830." 

41 . 1219 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1919. 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g , a t t a c h e d on i t s n o r t h s i d e 
to a Harmonist hoiise, 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 

42. 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. I t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y has been i m p a i r e d on the 
Merchant S t r e e t facade by a l t e r a t i o n s made to t r a n s f o r m the former 
house i n t o a commercial b u i l d i n g . 

43. 284 Wagner S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Date unkncwn. This i s a Harmonist b u i l d i n g , (says to the p r e ­
sent occupant, but a massive e x t e r i o r r e m o d e l l i n g has obscured 
any Harmonist f e a t u r e s . A steep c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e i n s i d e i s s i m i l a r 
i n steepness to the t y p i c a l Harmonist s t a i r c a s e . The b u i l d i n g does 
not appear on a S o c i e t y map of 1858, however, and i t s Harmonist 
a u t h e n t i c i t y has yet to be documented. 

44. 1204 Church S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

45. 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual i n not having a frame a d d i t i o n on i t s r e a r . 

46. Wagner S t r e e t , east of 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . Date undetermined. 

Sm a l l , o n e - s t o r y frame shed w i t h a gable r o o f and covelap s i d i n g . 
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12th Street streetscape. On the house's east end, every other brick 
header is blackened, creating a decorative pattern. A German 
inscription in the mortar in the attic reads "July 5, in the year 
of God, 1830." 

41. 1219 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. 1919. 

Two-story brick commercial building, attached on its north side 
to a Harmonist hodse, 1221 Merchant Street. 

42. 1221 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.183~. 

TYPE A. Its architectural integrity has been impaired on the 
Merchant Street facade by alterations made to transform the former 
house into a commercial building. 

43. 284 Wagner Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This is a Harmonist building, (says to the pre­
sent occupant, but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured 
any Harmonist features. A steep central staircase inside is similar 
in steepness to the typt~al Harmonist staircase. The building does 
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and its Harmonist 
authenticity has yet to be documented. 

44. 1204 Church Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

45. 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual in not having a frame addition on its rear. 

46. Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. Date undetermined. 

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap siding. 

1-
1 
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47. 98 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Some o r i g i n a l window frames are i n t a c t 
a d d i t i o n of l a t e r d a t e . 

Has a r e a r 

48. 260 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. B r i c k ' h a s been p a i n t e d . Some o r i g i n a l window frames and 
the o r i g i n a l s i x - p a n e l l e d door and frame on the east end are i n ­
t a c t . T his i s a l s o one of the few houses t h a t r e t a i n s a t l e a s t 
p a r t of i t s o r i g i n a l garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h aluminum. A o n e - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i ­
t i o n on the south end of the b u i l d i n g was the S o c i e t y ' s l a s t 
bakery, from 1903-1905, a c c o r d i n g to the former c u r a t o r of Old 
Economy V i l l a g e . 

50. 273 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h a s p h a l t . 

51. 274 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

"Two-story, non-Harmonist house of co n c r e t e b l o c k . 

52. 276 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

53. 278 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Foursquare. 

54. 284 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

TYPE C. Sheathed w i t h a s p h a l t s i d i n g , 
on the south end. 

Has a on e - s t o r y a d d i t i o n 
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TYPE A. Some original window frames are intact. Has a rear 
addition of later date. 

48. 260 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Bric~·~as been painted. Some original window frames and 
the original six-panelled door and frame on the east end are in­
tact. This is also one of the few houses that retains at least 
part of its original garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE c. Has been re-sided with aluminum. A one-story brick addi­
tion on the south end of the building was the Society's last 
bakery, from 1903-1905, according to the former curator of Old 
Economy Village. 

50. 273 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE c. Has been re-sided with asphalt. 

51. 274 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

·Two-story, non-Harmonist house of concrete block. 

52. 276 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house. 

53. 278 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare. 

54. 284 13th Street. 
Contributing. 

TYPE c. Sheathed with asphalt siding. Has a one-story addition 
on the south end. 

r-
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55. 286 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

56. Mad Anthony's B i e r Stube, Merchant S t r e e t and 13th S t r e e t , 
southwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had a l t e r a t i o n s t o accommodate commercial use, 
but i t s o r i g i n a l form i s i n t a c t ; some o r i g i n a l window frames are 
i n t a c t on the second f l o o r . 

57. 1240 Merchant S t r e e t ( s o u t h e a s t corner of Merchant & 13th S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e has been covered by wood s o f f i t 
and f a s c i a w i t h eave r e t u r n s , and a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n i s 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . . . c.1830. 

TYPE A. An aluminum-clad s o f f i t and f a s c i a have been a p p l i e d . 

59. 314 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. A t w o - s t o r y porch has been added on the east end. There 
i s a on e - s t o r y frame shed i n the r e a r . 

60. 316 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y b r i c k d w e l l i n g . 

61. 322 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of c o n s t r u c t i o n i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c 
There i s a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the south s i d e . 

62. 328 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h i n s u l b r l c k . Chimney has been r e p l a c e d ; 
door has been added on s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 
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56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street, 
southwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has hia alterations to accommodate commercial use, 
but its original form is intact; some original window frames are 
intact on the second floor. 

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & 13th Streets). 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit 
and fascia with eave _returns, and a two-story brick addition is 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th Street. 
Contributing •.. c.1830. 

TYPE A. An aluminum-clad soffit and fascia have been applied. 

59. 314 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. A two-story porch has been added on the east end. There 
is a one-story frame shed in the rear. 

60. 316 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling. 

61. 322 13th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of construction is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 
There is a two-story brick addition on the south side. 

62. 328 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrick. Chimney has been replaced; j· 
door has been added on street elevation. I 

I 
I 
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63. 332 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Date unknown. T h i s t w o - s t o r y , 2x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable 
r o o f may be a c o n v e r t e d Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , but t h i s has not 
been s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

64. 336 13th Street.-..^ 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.18'^0. 

TYPE B. A l t e r a t i o n s s i m i l a r t o those a t 328 13th S t r e e t , next 
door. 

65. S t . John's L u t h e r a n Church of Old Economy and R e c t o r y , 
1320 Church S t r e e t . 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design i s a t t r i b u t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp. As the 
r e l i g i o u s f o c a l p o i n t of the Harmonist s o c i e t y , t h i s i s the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g o u t s i d e of Old Economy V i l l a g e . I t i s a l s o 
one of the few b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n i n g good i n t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y . 

Of 3x5 bays, and o n e . t a l l s t o r y , the b r i c k church has a m u l t i -
s t o r i e d c l o c k and b e l l tower a t i t s west end, f a c i n g Church S t r e e t . 
The main s e c t i o n of the church has a gable r o o f , i t s r i d g e p o l e 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r to Church S t r e e t . I t s red-orange b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
common bond, w i t h j a c k arches above the l a r g e , 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (most of which appear to be o r i g i n a l , a l t h o u g h the 
s i l l s have been r e p l a c e d or covered w i t h c o n c r e t e ) . Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south e l e v a t i o n ( a l o n g Creese 
S t r e e t ) , t h e r e i s an arched window i n the c e n t r a l bay of t h i c k , 
m u l t i - p a n e d c l e a r g l a s s . The wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a have d e n t i l s 
and b r a c k e t s on the n o r t h and south ( s i d e ) e l e v a t i o n s ; the eaves 
are r e t u r n e d on the east (end) e l e v a t i o n . 

The tower has a f i r s t - s t o r y of s t o n e , cut i n r e c t a n g u l a r 
b l o c k s , a t h r e e - s t o r y s h a f t of b r i c k , and a wide wood c o r n i c e 
beneath the c l o c k tower, w i t h be 1 1 - c a s t - r o o f e d o c t a g o n a l c u p o l a , 
topped by a s m a l l e r matching c u p o l a . 

The i n t e r i o r i n t e g r i t y i s good to e x c e l l e n t . The b a r r e l -
v a u l t e d c e i l i n g i s a Harmonist design f e a t u r e seen a l s o i n the 
Feast H a l l . The v a u l t " r e s t s " on wood p i l a s t e r s w i t h chamfered 
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Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable 
roof may be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this has not 
been substantiated. 

64. 336 13th Street. - . 
Contributing. c.lt30. 

TYPE B. Alterations similar to those at 328 13th Street, next 
door. 

65. St. John's Lutheran Church of Old Economy and Rectory, 
1320 Church Street. 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design is attributed to Frederick Rapp. As the 
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this is the most 
significant building outside of Old Economy Village. It is also 
one of the few buildings retaining good interior architectural 
integrity. · 

Of 3x5 bays, and one , tall story, the brick church has a multi­
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street. 
The main section of the church has a gable roof, its ridgepole 
perpendicular to Church Street. Its red-orange brick is laid in 
common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (most of which appear to be original, although the 
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south elevation (along Creese 
Street), there is an arched window in the central bay of thick, 
multi-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have <lentils 
and brackets on the north and south (side) elevations; the eaves 
are returned on the east (end) elevation. 

The tower has a first-story of stone, cut in rectangular 
blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wide wood cornice 
beneath the clock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupola, 
topped by a smaller matching cupola. 

The interior integrity is good to excellent. The barrel­
vaulted ceiling is a Harmonist design feature seen also in the 
Feast Hall. The vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered 



NPS Fonn lO-MO-t 
CMZ) OMB So. 1024-001$ 

Expire* 10-31-$? 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of the Inter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 
Economy National 
Historic Landmark Item numt)er Page 21 

corners and simple c o r n i c e s ; these columns frame each window 
bay. The f l a t - t o p p e d windows are set w i t h i n s h a l l o w w a l l arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the o r i g i n a l . The a l t a r , s t a i n e d 
g l a s s , and organ are of l a t e r v i n t a g e . There i s a square balcony 
c e n t e r e d on the west sid e of the nave, w i t h p a n e l l i n g and a r a i l i n g 
of t u r n e d p o s t s . The nave i s a t t a c h e d on the n o r t h s i d e t o the 
l a r g e , newer p a r t of the chur c h , but the o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r n o r t h 
w a l l has been r e t a i n e d . An e l l i p t i c a l window, one*of the most 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d d e c o r a t i v e f e a t u r e s i n the community, tops the c e n t r a l 
door on t h i s e l e v a t i o n . 

The c l o c k tower has w a l l s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3' t h i c k a t the base. 
P l a s t e r w a l l s on the ground l e v e l g i v e way to b r i c k above. Much 
of the o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e , h e a v i l y worn, i s i n t a c t . The o p e r a t i n g 
c l o c k r e t a i n s many of the o r i g i n a l p i e c e s , and i s s t i l l wound by 
hand d a i l y . The two b e l l s , i n the tower above the c l o c k , were 
f o r g e d i n P i t t s b u r g h . 

The modern church a d d i t i o n i s s i t e d to the east 
one, and a s m a l l , detached r e c t o r y i s s i t e d on the 
n o r t h of the Harmonist Church. 

of the Harmonist 
same l o t to the 

66. 1398 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. C u r r e n t l y undergoing a complete r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
e x t e r i o r and a p a r t i a l i n t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n . The r e c e n t removal 
of the s i d i n g on the shed a d d i t i o n r e v e a l e d t h a t the ti m b e r s 
used i n c o n s t r u c t i o n were numbered w i t h Roman numerals i n the 
t y p i c a l Harmonist manner j u s t as on the main s e c t i o n s of 
b u i l d i n g s . This suggests t h a t many of these shed a d d i t i o n s may 
have been b u i l t at the same t i m e , p r o b a b l y a t a r a t h e r e a r l y 
date when t h e r e were many Harmonists l i v i n g i n the d i s t r i c t . 

67. 14th and Church S t r e e t s , n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. Located at the major i n t e r s e c t i o n of Economy, t h i s i s 
the e a r l i e s t dated b r i c k house i n the community. Mortar i n the 
a t t i c on the west gable end i s i n s c r i b e d "May 8, 1826." The 
b u i l d i n g has been p a r t i a l l y r e s t o r e d by Harmonle A s s o c i a t e s , a 
l o c a l n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n which helps to support Old Economy 
V i 1 l a g e . 
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corners and simple cornices; these columns frarae each window 
bay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the original. The altar, stained 
glass, and organ are of later vintage. There is a square balcony 
centered on the west side of the nave, with panelling and a railing 
of turned posts. The nave is attached on the north side to the 
large, newer part of the church, but the original exterior north 
wall has been retained. An elliptical window, · one•of the most 
sophisticated decorative features in the community, tops the central 
door on this ele~~tion. 

The clock tower has walls approximately 3' thick at the base. 
Plaster walls on th~ ground level give way to brick above. Much 
of the original staircase, heavily worn, is intact. The operating 
clock retains many of the original pieces, and is still wound by 
hand daily. The two bells, in the tower above the clock, were 
forged in Pittsburgh. 

The modern church addition is sited to the east of the Harmonist 
one, and a small, detached rectory is sited on the same lot to the 
north of the Harmonist Church • 

.. 
66. 1398 Church Street. 

Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Currently undergoing a complete restoration of the 
exterior and a partial interior restoration. The recent removal 
of the siding on the shed addition revealed that the timbers 
used in construction were numbered with Roman numerals in the 
typical Harmonist manner just as on the main sections of 
buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions may 
have been built at the same time, probably at a rather early 
date when there were many Harmonists living in the district. 

67. 14th and Church Streets, northwest corner. 
Contributing. 1826. 

TYPE A. Located at the major intersection of Economy, this is 
the earliest dated brick house in the community. Mortar in the 
attic on the west gable end is inscribed "May 8, 1826." The 
building has been partially restored by Harmonie Associates, a 
local non-profit organization which helps to support Old Economy 
Village. 

1-
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68. 267 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. I n t e r i o r has good i n t e g r i t y . Has a l a r g e , t w o - s t o r y 
frame a d d i t i o n on the r e a r ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , p r o b a b l y l a t e 19th 
c e n t u r y . The house i s unusual f o r i t s l a r g e and r e l a t i v e l y 
f i n i s h e d basement. Because of i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n and e a r l y 
date of c o n s t r u c t i o n , the basement of t h i s house may have been 
used f o r s t o r a g e . p f wine or o t h e r goods u n t i l the c o m p l e t i o n 
of the community s t o r e and wine c e l l a r . 

69. 268 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. A d d i t i o n s i n c l u d e a door on the west end, windows, and 
porches. The frame shed a d d i t i o n has been covered w i t h aluminum 
s i d i n g . j 

I 

7 1 . 271 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . , . 

TYPE D. Of u n c e r t a i n age, t h i s b u i l d i n g may have been one of 
the s i x s i n g l e - s t o r y frame houses b u i l t by the S o c i e t y by 1833; 
i t has the same n o r t h - s o u t h o r i e n t a t i o n and approximate s i z e . I t 
i s known t h a t i t served as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e f o r a t i m e , a l t h o u g h 
the s t o r e ( i n Old Economy V i l l a g e ) a l s o c o n t a i n e d a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e . 
One map l a b e l s t h i s s t r u c t u r e a " h o s p i t a l . " This o n e - s t o r y , g a b l e -
e n d - t o - s t r e e t c o n f i g u r a t i o n seems to have been common f o r Harmonist 
workshops and o t h e r s m a l l n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s . I n the 
S o c i e t y ' s r e a l - e s t a t e i n v e n t o r y of 1833, t h e r e i s a d o c t o r ' s shop 
l i s t e d i n d i v i d u a l l y at $100.00. 

72. 272 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-1/2 s t o r y 20th c e n t u r y b r i c k d w e l l i n g . 

73. 273 14th S t r e e t . \ 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1900 

Two-story, frame b u i l d i n g w i t h a s t o r e f r on t - t y pe facade, sheathed j' 
i n aluminum s i d i n g . i 
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TYPE A. Interior has good integrity. Has a large, two-story 
frame addition on the rear (north) elevation, probably late 19th 
century. The house is unusual for its large and relatively 
finished basement. Because of its central location and early 
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been 
used for storage __ ?f wine or other goods until the completion 
of the community store and wine cellar. 

69. 268 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. 
porches. 
siding. 

Additions include a door on the west end, windows, and 
The frame shed addition has been covered with aluminum 

71. 271 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

TYPED. Of uncertain age, this building may have been one of 
the six single-story frame houses built by the Society by 1833; 
it has the same north-south orientation and approximate size. It 
is known that it served as a doctor's office for a time, although 
the store (in Old Economy Village) also contained a doctor's office. 
One map labels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable­
end-to-street configuration seems to have been common for Harmonist 
workshops and other small non-residential buildings. In the 
Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there is a doctor's shop 
listed individually at $100.00. 

72. 272 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

1-1/2 story 20th century brick dwelling. 

73. 273 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1900 

Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed 
in aluminum siding. 
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74. 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

George Rapp, the S o c i e t y ' s f o u n d e r , l i v e d i n t h i s house f o r a 
s h o r t time i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r to the c o m p l e t i o n of the Great House 
(on the grounds of the pr e s e n t museum complex) i n 1826. I n 1826, 
t h i s house was d e s c r i b e d as being e l e g a n t l y f u r n i s h e d and having 
P h i l a d e l p h i a w a l l p a p e r . I t i s a t w o - s t o r y , 6x2 bay b u i l d i n g w i t h 
gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o 14th S t r e e t , r u n n i n g n o r t h -
s o u t h . The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k , t h e r e i s 
a wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a on door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There 
i s o n e - s t o r y a d d i t i o n on the east end, and a t w o - s t o r y r e a r p o r c h . 
The o r i g i n a l f o u n d a t i o n m a t e r i a l has been covered by c o n c r e t e b l o c k 
and b r i c k . 

75. 277 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

P r i o r t o the e r e c t i o n of the Great House, F r e d e r i c k Rapp, S o c i e t y 
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business l e a d e r of the 
S o c i e t y , l i v e d h ere. The house i s a t w o - s t o r y , 5x2 bay b u i l d i n g 
w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l to 14th S t r e e t . There are 
wood eave r e t u r n s . Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash w i t h 
wood surrounds t h a t appear to date c.1880. A s i n g l e door i s l o c a t e d 
i n a c e n t r a l bay on t h e . s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There are o n e - s t o r y , 
shed-roofed e x t e n s i o n s on the east and west ends of the b u i l d i n g . 
The stone f o u n d a t i o n i s v i s i b l e on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . A t t a c h e d 
to the r e a r of t h i s house i s a t w o - s t o r y , 3x2 bay house ( f a c i n g 
B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t ) of wood covelap s i d i n g and gable r o o f , w i t h i t s 
r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r to B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t . I t does not appear on 
the' S o c i e t y map of 1858, and may have been e r e c t e d to house o u t s i d e 
workers l a t e r i n the 19th c e n t u r y . 

76. 285 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1920. 

1-1/2 s t o r y stucco bungalow. 

77. 289 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1905. 

Two-story frame b u i l d i n g . 

78. 291 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE B. Has aluminum s i d i n g and replacement windows and door. 
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George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived in this house for a 
short time immediately prior to the completion of the Great House 
(on the grounds of the present museum complex) in 1826. In 1826, 
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having 
Philadelphia wallpaper. It is a two-story, 6x2 bay building with 
gable roof, ridg~pole parallel to 14th Street, running north­
south. The exterfbr walls are covered with insulbrick, there is 
a wood soffit and fascia on door on the street elevation. There 
is one-story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch. 
The original foundation material has been covered by concrete block 
and brick. 

75. 277 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

Prior to the erection of the Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society 
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business leader of the 
Society, lived here. The house is a two-story, 5x2 bay building 
w i th g a b 1 e r o,o f , r i d g e po 1 e par a 11 e 1 to 1 4 th S t re e t • The re a re 
wood eave returns. Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with 
wood surrounds that appear to date c.1880. A single door is located 
in a central bay on the , street elevation. There are one-story, 
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building. 
The stone foundation is visible on the street elevation. Attached 
to the rear of this house is a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing 
Boyleston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its 
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston Street. It does not appear on 
the· Society map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside 
workers later in the 19th century. 

76. 285 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2 story stucco bungalow. 

77. 289 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1905. 

Two-story frame building. 

78. 291 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. Has aluminum siding and replacement windows and door. 
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79. 1401 Merchant S t r e e t ( n o r t h w e s t corner Merchant & I 4 t h S t r e e t s ) 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. A r e a r a d d i t i o n , c o n v e r s i o n t o commercial use, and 
p a r t i a l r e - s i d i n g have d i m i n i s h e d i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , 
but i t remains o b v i o u s l y Harmonist. 

80. C r o a t i a n Club, Merchant and 14th S t r e e t s , n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.182 6. 

TYPE A. Window a l t e r a t i o n s and a l a r g e r e a r a d d i t i o n were made 
i n the 1920s when the b u i l d i n g was conve r t e d t o a bank. John S. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s l a s t major l e a d e r , l i v e d 
i n t h i s house as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the S i l v e r L i o n I n n on i t s east s i d e . 

82. S i l v e r L i o n I n n , 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

One-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g . 

83. 312 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has been c o n v e r t e d t o commercial use; " h a l f - t i m b e r i n g " 
has. been a p p l i e d . 

84. 316 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

S i m i l a r to the TYPE B house, but s l i g h t l y l a r g e r . Sheathed 
i n i n s u l b r l c k . Windows and doors have been r e p l a c e d , though 
the 3x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n i s i n t a c t . A r e a r shed i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
f o r i t s s i d i n g of boards w i t h a beaded lower edge. Ac c o r d i n g t o 
S t o t z , t h i s was the t y p i c a l Harmonist s i d i n g . This i s the o n l y 
place o u t s i d e the museum complex where i t i s i n evidence. 
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79. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant & 14th Streets) 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. A rear addition, conversion to commercial use, and 
partial re-siding have diminished its architectural integrity, 
but it remains obviously Harmonist. 

. . 
80. Croatian Club, Merchant and 14th Streets, northeast corner. 

Contributing. c.l~26 • 
. , ... ~ 

TYPE A. Window alterations and a large rear addition were made 
in the 1920s when the building was converted to a bank. Johns. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony Society's last major leader, lived 
in this house as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the Silver Lion Inn on its east side. 

82. Silver Lion Inn, 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One-story brick commercial building. 

83. 312 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has been converted to commercial use; "half-timbering" 
has . been applied. 

84. 316 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

Similar to the TYPE B house, but slightly larger. Sheathed 
in insulbrick. Windows and doors have been replaced, though 
the 3x2 bay configuration is intact. A rear shed is interesting 
for its siding of boards with a beaded lower edge. According to 
Stotz, this was the typical Harmonise siding. This is the only 
place outside the museum complex where it is in evidence. 
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85. 317 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

S i m i l a r to the TYPE B house, t h i s i s s l i g h t l y l a r g e r ( l i k e 
#316, above), i s covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k , and has a fo u r - b a y 
f i r s t f l o o r , w i t h p a i r e d c e n t e r doors. One of these doors has 
a narrow, two-pane transom and i s recessed, l i k e a commercial 
e n t r y . P i c t u r e windows were added and then f i l l e d ' i n on t h i s 
e l e v a t i o n . The house i s n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l to 316 14th S t r e e t , 
a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t . * ' 

86. 320 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c'.1910 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g a b u t t i n g a Harmonist b u i l d i n g 
to the ea s t . 

87. 324 14th S t r e e t 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

TYPE B. I.ts Harmonist form i s v i s i b l e behind a b r i c k e x t e n s i o n 
to the f r o n t . 

88. 1414 Merchant S t r e e t (address u n c e r t a i n ; a t t a c h e d t o #1412). 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. House abuts 1412 Merchant S t r e e t (a modern s t r u c t u r e ) 
on i t s south s i d e . I t s s i t i n g r e f l e c t s the Harmonists' block 
d e s i g n ; i t i s s i t u a t e d i n the c e n t e r of the o r i g i n a l b l o c k 
between 14th and 15th S t r e e t s . The a t t a c h e d s e c t i o n , 1412 Merchant 
S t r e e t , i s n o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

89. 1416 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Concrete block and frame Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

90. 1422 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, suburban-type b r i c k house 
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Similar to the TYPE B house, this is slightly larger (like 
#316, above), is covered with insulbrick, and has a four-bay 
first floor, with paired center doors. One of these doors has 
a narrow, two-pane transom and is recessed, like a commercial 
entry. Picture windows were added and then filled• in on this 
elevation. The house is nearly identical to 316 14th Street, 
across the streei~ 

86. 320 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c~l910 

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist building 
to the east. 

87. 324 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

TYPE B. I .ts Harmonist form is visible behind a brick extension 
to the front. 

88. 1414 Merchant Street (address uncertain; attached to #1412). 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. House abuts 1412 Merchant Street (a modern structure) 
on its south side. Its siting reflects the Harmonists' block 
design; it is situated in the center of the original block 
be t ·w e en 1 4 th a n d 1 5 th S t r e e t s • The a t t ached s e c t i on , 1 4 1 2 Me r ch an t 
Street, is non-Contributing. 

89. 1416 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Concrete block and frame Dutch Colonial house. 

90. 1422 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, suburban-type brick house. 

I· 
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91. 70 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s . Windows have 
been a l t e r e d , and a porch has been added. A s m a l l shed, p o s s i b l y 
Harmonist, i s i n the r e a r . 

92. 75 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1^28 

TYPE B. Re-sided w i t h hexagonal a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s ; windows have 
been r e p l a c e d . 

93. 78 15th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1828. 

A t w o - s t o r y , 5x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable r o o f and r i d g e ­
pole p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t and two, o n e - s t o r y e x t e n s i o n s on 
the r e a r e l e v a t i o n . There i s a c e n t r a l transomed door on the 
s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Windows have been a l t e r e d ; b u i l d i n g i s covered 
w i t h i n s u l b r l c k . 

94. 79 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

One s t o r y , non-Harmonist frame house. 

95. 84 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n perma-stone; windows have been r e p l a c e d . 
There are s e v e r a l s m a l l a d d i t i o n s and porches on sides and rea r 
of house. 

96. 85 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n aluminum s i d i n g . Door added on s t r e e t 
e l e v a t i o n ; windows r e p l a c e d . 

97. 89 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

One-story, r a n c h - s t y l e house. 
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TYPE B. Has been re-sided with asphalt shingles. Windows have 
been altered, and a porch has been added. A small shed, possibly 
Harmonist, is in the rear. 

92. 75 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.l~,28 

TYPE B. Re-sided with hexagonal asphalt shingles; windows have 
been replaced. 

93. 78 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

A two-story, 5x2 bay frame building with gable roof and ridge­
pole parallel to the street and two, one-story extensions on 
the rear elevation. There is a central transomed door on the 
street elevation. Windows have been altered; building is covered 
with insulbrick. 

94. 79 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

95. 84 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed in perma-stone; windows have been replaced. 
There are several small additions and porches on sides and rear 
of house. 

96. 85 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Sheathed in aluminum siding. Door added on street 
elevation; windows replaced. 

97. 89 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

One-story, ranch-style house. 
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98. 90 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n i n s u l b r l c k ; door moved to s t r e e t e l e v a ­
t i o n ; windows r e p l a c e d . 

99. 91 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed i n aluminum s i d i n g ; windows r e p l a c e d ; ohe-
s t o r y e x t e n s i o n on east end. 

100. 92 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1824 

Of l o g c o n s t r u c t i o n , but s i m i l a r t o the b r i c k and frame 
Harmonist houses, t h i s i s one of the f i r s t houses used by the 
Harmonists upon t h e i r a r r i v a l at Economy. A c c o r d i n g t o the 
former c u r a t o r of the Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s b u i l d i n g was 
moved onto the s i t e by the Harmonists i n order to house workers 
as they e r e c t e d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . Now covered w i t h aluminum 
s i d i n g , i t r e t a i n s i t s deeply recessed windows and g e n e r a l 
shape. There i s a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 

102. 1501 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE A. The s l i g h t l y b e l l - c a s t r o o f l i n e i s unique i n the 
d i s t r i c t . O v e r a l l i n t e g r i t y i s good, w i t h o r i g i n a l window 
frames and door l o c a t i o n i n t a c t . A b r i c k porch has been added 
on the west end. 

103. 100 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Much of the e x t e r i o r i s sheathed w i t h a s p h a l t 
s h i n g l e s ; the bottom t h r e e f e e t or so of the house have been 
parged w i t h c o n c r e t e . There i s a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a ­
t i o n as w e l l as on the east end. The rea r a d d i t i o n i s a t y p i c a l 
i n having a s e p a r a t e , lower r o o f l i n e than the main p a r t of the 
house. 
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TYPE B. Sheathed in insulbrick; door moved to street eleva­
tion; windows replaced. 

99. 91 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

'1:' :. 

TYPE B. Sheathed in aluminum siding; windows replaced; one-
story extension on east end. 

100. 92 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1824 

Of log construction, but similar to the brick and frame 
Harmonist hotises, tbis is one of the first houses used by the 
Harmonists upon their arrival at Economy. According to the 
former curator of the Old Economy Village, this building was 
moved onto the site by ~he Harmonists in order to house workers 
as they erected other buildings. Now covered with aluminum 
siding, it retains its deeply recessed windows and general 
shape. There is a door on the street elevation. 

102. 1501 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE A. The slightly bell-cast roofline is unique in the 
district. Overall integrity is good, with original window 
frames and door location intact. A brick porch has been added 
on the west end. 

103. 100 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Much of the exterior is sheathed with asphalt 
shingles; the bottom three feet or so of the house have been 
parged with concrete. There is a door on the street eleva­
tion as well as on the east end. The rear addition is atypical 
in having a sep a rate, lower roofline than the mai n part of the 
house. 
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104. 1500 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1812. 

This was one of the f i r s t b u i l d i n g s used by the Harmonists. 
Formerly l o c a t e d on another s i t e i n the area, t h i s house was 
purchased by the Harmonists and moved to i t s p r e s e n t s i t e 
i n 1824 as a place f o r S o c i e t y founder George Rapp to l i v e , 
u n t i l another s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g c o u l d be e r e c t e d . '(Rapp sub­
s e q u e n t l y moved to 274 14th S t r e e t and then the Great House.) 
This was o r i g i n a l l y the home of Ephralm B l a i n e , f a t h e r of 
James B l a i n e , the c a n d i d a t e f o r p r e s i d e n t i n 1884, and the owner 
of l a n d s o l d t o the Harmon! s t s f o r t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t . 

A f t e r s e r v i n g as George Rapp's temporary r e s i d e n c e , the 
b u i l d i n g became the schoolhouse u n t i l 1884, when i t was r e ­
placed by the b u i l d i n g at 1515 Church S t r e e t . 

E a r l y photographs of the b u i l d i n g b e f o r e i t was r e s i d e d 
show t h a t the o r i g i n a l s i d i n g was wood of v a r y i n g w i d t h s . 
There was a 5x4 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h s i x - o v e r - s i x double 
hung windows and two s m a l l a t t i c windows i n each gable end. 

Described" as a schoolhouse i n the S o c i e t y ' s 1833 i n v e n t o r y 
of r e a l e s t a t e , the b u i l d i n g was valued at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Harmonists'- double houses. 

2-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l , the b u i l d i n g now has a 5x2 bay c o n f i g ­
u r a t i o n and i s sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . 

105. 262 15th S t r e e t . 
No l i - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, b r i c k Spanish C o l o n i a l - s t y l e house. 

106. 264 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

1-1/2 s t o r y , frame bungalow. 

107. 269 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . Porch added on 
east end; separate c o n c r e t e b l o c k garage i n r e a r . 
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This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonists. 
Formerly located on another site in the area, this house was 
purchased by the Harmonists and moved to its present site 
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live, 
until another suitable building· could be erected. • (Rapp sub­
sequently moved t~ 274 14th Street and then the Great House.) 
This was originalfy the home of Ephraim Blaine, father of 
James Blaine, the candidate for president in 1884, and the owner 
of land sold to the Harmonists for their settlement. 

After serving as George Rapp's temporary residence, the 
building became the schoolhouse until 1884, when it was re­
placed by the building at 1515 Church Street. 

Early photographs of the building before it was resided 
show that the original siding was wood of varying widths. 
There was a Sx4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double 
hung windows and two small attic windows in each gable end. 

,. . .J -

D es crib e d" as a s·choolhouse in the Society's 1833 inventory 
of real estate, the building was valued at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Harmonists~ double houses. 

2-1/2 stories tall, the building now has a Sx2 bay config­
uration and is sheathed with aluminum siding. 

105. 262 15th Street. 
Nori-Contributing. 

Two-story, brick Spanish Colonial-style house. 

106. 264 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

1-1/2 story, frame bungalow. 

107. 269 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Sheathed with aluminum siding. Porch added on 
east end; separate concrete block garage in rear. 

r-
' 
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108. 270 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1824 

This i s a l a r g e , t w o - s t o r y wood/frame b u i l d i n g of 5x3 bays, 
w i t h a gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l to 15th S t r e e t . Unusual 
f e a t u r e s of the house are the c e n t r a l doorway on the n o r t h 
( s t r e e t ) e l e v a t i o n , which has a three-paned transom and s i d e ­
l i g h t s , recessed w i t h i n a p a n e l l e d s u r r o u n d , and the d e c o r a t i v e 
stone w a t e r t a b l e ._on the f r o n t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , w i t h the stones 
i n c i s e d w i t h horiz*i6ntal l i n e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s 
was perhaps the f i r s t b u i l d i n g e r e c t e d here by the Harmonists, 
and was begun on May 8, 1824, the day of t h e i r a r r i v a l . I t 
served as the S o c i e t y ' s meeting-house u n t i l the c o m p l e t i o n o f 
the Feast H a l l i n 1828, and housed some of the Harmonists u n t i l 
the f a m i l y houses were b u i l t . I t subsequently served as a grana r y 
and a f i r e b a l l . A l t h o u g h one source ( t h e survey of 1977) s t a t e s 
t h a t t h i s i s a l o g s t r u c t u r e , i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t a l o g b u i l d i n g 
would have had a dressed stone w a t e r t a b l e and door such as t h i s . 
Though the i n s u l b r l c k s i d i n g has been on the house as long as the 
c u r r e n t ownerj-has owned i t , he has no reason t o t h i n k t h a t the 
S t r u c t u r e i s l o g underneath, and b e l i e v e s i t i s of simple wood l a p 
s i d i n g . 

The S o c i e t y r e a l e s t a t e i n v e n t o r y of 1833 l i s t s an " o l d 
granary w i t h s e l l e r ; " s i n c e , by 1833, the grana r y on the present 
museum p r o p e r t y was completed, i t ' s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s b u i l d i n g 
was the " o l d " granary r e f e r r e d t o — n i n e years o l d a t t h a t t i m e . 
I t was valued at $400.00. 

109. 271 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k ; a porch has been added on 
the east end. 

110. 275 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, s u b u r b a n - s t y l e b r i c k house. 
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This is a large, two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays, 
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15th Street. Unusual 
features of the house are the central doorway on the north 
(street) elevation, which has a three-paned transom and side­
lights, recessed within a panelied surround, and the decorative 
stone watertable ~9n the front (north) elevation, with the stones 
incised with horiz'ontal lines. 

Accordiig to the former curator of Old Economy Village, this 
was perhaps the first building erected here by the Harmonises, 
and was begun on May 8, 1824, the day of their arrival. It 
served as ihe Society's meeting-house until the completion of 
the Feast Hall in 1828, and housed some of the Harmonists until 
the family hDuses were built. It subsequently served as a gra~ary 
and a firehail. Although one source (the survey of 1977) states 
that this is a log structure, it seems unlikely that a log building 
would have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as this. 
Though the insulbrick siding has been on the house as long as the 
current ownep- has owned it, he has no reason to think that the 
structure i~ log underneath, and believes it is of simple wood lap 
siding. · 

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 lists an "old 
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present 
museum property was completed, it's possible that this building 
was the "old" granary referred to--nine years old at that time. 
It was valued at $400.00. 

109. 271 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Covered with insulbrick; a porch has been added on 
the east end. 

110. 275 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house. 
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111. 274 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story modern b r i c k house. 

112. 273 15th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange b r i c k , fourth 
bay has been added"on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 

113. 276 15th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1828. 

TYPE C. Covered with asbestos s i d i n g . A one-story attached 
shed at the rear may be p a r t l y Harmonist. 

114. 284 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

115. 285 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

116. 286 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830 

Acco r d i n g to the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e and 
an e a r l y map of the community, t h i s was the Harmonists' wagon 
shop, and has been t u r n e d 180 degrees on i t s s i t e . 

The 1-1/2 s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g i s wider than i t i s 
l o n g , w i t h i t s r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r to 15th S t r e e t . The 
r o o f l i n e extends on the east end, g i v i n g the b u i l d i n g an asym­
m e t r i c a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . E x t e r i o r w a l l s are sheathed w i t h 
aluminum l a p s i d i n g . Windows are replacements; one or two 
frames may be o r i g i n a l . A door i s l o c a t e d o f f - c e n t e r on the 
s t r e e t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n . 
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TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick, fourth 
bay has been ~dd~~•on the street elevation. 

113. 276 15th Stieet. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE c. Covered with asbestos siding. A one-story attached 
shed at the rear may be partly Harmonist. 

114. 284 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 
, . 

115. 285 15th St~eet. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

116. 286 15th Street. 
Contributiig. c.1830 

According to the former curator of Old Economy Village and 
an early map of the community, this was the Harmonists' wagon 
shop, and hi~ been turned 180 degrees on its site. 

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building is wider than it is 
long, with its ridgepole perpendicular to 15th Street. The 
roofline extends on the east end, giving the building an asym­
metrical configuration. Exterior walls are sheathed with 
aluminum lap siding. Windows are replacements; one or two 
frames may be original. A door is located off-center on the 
street (north) elevation. 
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117. 291 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Covered w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . An aluminum-sided 
shed w i t h a c e n t r a l b r i c k chimney i s s i t e d behind the house. 

118. 1501 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h modern orange b r i c k . The -
f i r s t f l o o r was c o n v e r t e d t o the Sta r G r i l l bar and r e s a u r a n t , 
now d e f u n c t . 

A b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the n o r t h s i d e of the b u i l d i n g has a 
gable r o o f . 

119. 1426 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d and r e p o i n t e d , c o r n i c e i s 
covered w i t h aluminum, and windows have been widened. 

120. 1500 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1828. 

TYPE A. This house i s unusual i n l a c k i n g a shed a d d i t i o n and 
r e t a i n i n g a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e amount of i t s o r i g i n a l r e a r y a r d . 
A l s o , much of i t s b l o c k on Merchant S t r e e t has a s l a t e s i d e w a l k . 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
n o r t h s i d e . The door on the east end i s i n i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n 
and p o s s i b l y i t s o r i g i n a l frame. Another door i s l o c a t e d on the 
west end and was p r o b a b l y added i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y . The stone 
f o u n d a t i o n i s v i s i b l e on the e a s t , s o u t h , and west e l e v a t i o n s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house r e t a i n s u n u s u a l l y good i n t e g r i t y , 
w i t h most of the o r i g i n a l w a l l s and p l a s t e r i n t a c t and much of 
the wood t r i m . The surround of the door on the west end i s 
V i c t o r i a n , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t was a l a t e 19th c e n t u r y a l t e r ­
a t i o n . "1828" i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the gable end of the 
a t t i c . 
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TYPE B. Covered with aluminum siding. An aluminum-sided 
shed with a central brick chimney is sited behind the house. 

118. 1501 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has blen covered with modern orange brick. The -
first floor was converted to the Star Grill bar and resaurant, 
now defunct. 

A brick addition on the north side of the building has a 
gable roof~ 

119. 1426 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted and repainted, cornice is 
covered with aluminum, and windows have been widened. 

J • 

120. 1500 Merchan~t St ree·t. 
Contributing. 1828. 

TYPE A. This house is unusual in lacking a shed addition and 
retaining a relatively large amount of its original rear yard. 
Also, much of its block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk. 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
north side. The door on the east end is in its original location 
and possibly its original frame. Another door is located on the 
west end and was probably added in the late 19th century. The stone 
foundation is visible on the east, south, and west elevations. 

The interior of the house retains unusually good integrity, 
with most of the original walls a nd plaster intact and much of 
the wood trim. The surround of the door on the west end is 
Victorian, suggesting that it was a late 19th century alter­
ation. "1828" is inscribed in mortar in the gable end of the 
attic. 
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121. 1505 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. The o r i g i n a l three-bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n of the n o r t h 
and south s i d e s i s now v i s i b l e o n l y on the south s i d e ; the 
c e n t r a l bay of the n o r t h s i d e has been covered over. This 
b u i l d i n g may have been moved a s h o r t d i s t a n c e when L a u g h l l n 
S t r e e t , i m m e d i a t e l y t o the n o r t h , was i n s t a l l e d . I t i s somewhat 
out of ali g n m e n t w i t h the s u r r o u n d i n g Harmonist houses and r e s t s 
on a modern f o u n d a f t i o n , y e t i t r e t a i n s i t s b a s i c Harmonist bay 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

122. 1514 Church S t r e e t . ' 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1884. 

One of the l a r g e s t e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , t h i s two-
s t o r y , 7x3 bay frame b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d as a sch o o l f o r the 
c h i l d r e n who worked and l i v e d at Economy. Now covered w i t h 
aluminum s i d i n g . The carved stone steps on the f r o n t are 
i n t a c t , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Harmonists a t t r a c t i v e stonework. 

123. 274 L a u g h l l n S t r e e t . j 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Small, non-Harmonist, -one-story frame b u i l d i n g r e p o r t e d l y moved 
from another s i t e . 

124. 1515 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house d i f f e r s from the TYPE A house o n l y i n having 
a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . There i s no v i s i b l e evidence of t h e r e 
ever having been a t h i r d bay on the long ( n o r t h and south) s i d e s . 
Other houses w i t h t h i s c o n f i g u r a t i o n are the Lenz House i n Old 
Economy V i l l a g e and 1216 Church S t r e e t . B r i c k i s p a i n t e d ; window 
frames and a door frame appear to be o r i g i n a l . 

125. 68 and 70 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

A t w o - s t o r y , 6x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e ­
pole p a r a l l e l to 16th S t r e e t . A c c o r d i n g to the former c u r a t o r i 
of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s was the tanner's shop f o r the | 
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TYPE B. The original three-bay configuration of the north 
and south sides is now visible only on the south side; the 
central bay of the north side has been covered over. This 
building may have been moved a short distance when Laughlin 
Street, immediately to the north, was installed. it is somewhat 
out of alignment with the surrounding Harmonist houses and rests 
on a modern founJition, yet it retains its basic Harmonist bay 
configuration. 

i22. 1514 Church Street. · 
Contributing. c.1884. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, this two­
story, 7x3 bay frame building was erected as a school for the 
children who worked and lived at Economy. Now covered with 
aluminum siding. The carved stone steps on the front are 
intact, representative of the Harmonists attractive stonework. 

123. 274 Laughlin Street. 
Non-Contrib~ting. · 

Small, non-Harmonist, .one-story frame building reportedly moved 
from another site. 

124. 1515 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house differs from the TYPE A house only in having 
a 2x2 bay configuration. There is no visible evidence of there 
ever having ~een a third bay on the long (north and south) sides. 
Other houses with this configuration are the Lenz House in Old 
Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick is painted; window 
frames and a door frame appear to be original. 

125. 68 and 70 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building with gable roof, ridge­
pole parallel to 16th Street. According to the former curator 
of Old Economy Village, this was the tanner's shop for the 
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S o c i e t y . E a r l y maps and photographs show a granary i n t h i s 
a r ea, w i t h the tannery across the s t r e e t . Perhaps i t was moved 
to t h i s s i t e at a l a t e r t i m e . I t i s s i m i l a r i n s i z e and pla n t o 
260-264 16th S t r e e t . 

126. 72 16th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1905. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

127. 74 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h b r i c k , and the 2 x 2 bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n may have been an a l t e r a t i o n . 

128. 78 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h i n s u l b r l c k , w i t h an aluminum c o r n i c e 
and window and door replacements. 

129. 84 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h " aluminum s i d i n g , w i t h t y p i c a l window 
and door a l t e r a t i o n s . 

130. 90 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g ; w i t h t y p i c a l window 
and door a l t e r a t i o n s . A modern, o n e - s t o r y a d d i t i o n i s on the 
west end. A frame garage i s i n the r e a r . 

131. 1599 Church S t r e e t (southwest c o r n e r , 16th & Church S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . F i r s t f l o o r was con­
v e r t e d to commercial use, w i t h a p r e s e n t l y unoccupied s t o r e f r o n t 
f a c i n g Church S t r e e t . 
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Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary in this 
area, with the tannery across the street. Perhaps it was moved 
to t hi s site at a later time. It is similar in size and plan to 
26 0 -264 16th Street. 

126. 72 16 th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1905. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

127. 74 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and the 2 x 2 bay con­
figuration may have been an alteration. 

128. 78 16th Stre~t. 
Contributing~ c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrick, with an aluminum cornice 
and window and door replacements. 

129. 84 16th Stre•f. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with. aluminum siding, with typical window 
and door alterations. 

130. 90 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with aluminum siding; with typical window 
a n d d o o r a 1 t.-e r a t i o n s • A mod e r n , o n e - s t o r y a d d i t i on i s on the 
west end. A frame g a rage is in the re a r. 

131. 1599 Church Street (southwest corner, 16th & Church Streets). 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Sheathed with aluminum siding. First floor was con­
verted to commercial use, with a presently unoccupied storefront 
facing Church Str ee t. 



NPS Fonn 10-900-1 
042) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Natlonai Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 
Economy National 
Historic Landmark Item numtjer 

OMB No. 1034-001$ 
expire* 10-31-$? 

Page 34 

132. 260 and 264 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e 
p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t . Two wood sheds are l o c a t e d i n the r e a r ; 
one of these faces Church S t r e e t . Both have gable r o o f s and 
narrow l a p s i d i n g . A c c o r d i n g to, the former c u r a t o i ; of Old 
Economy, t h i s was the cooper's shop f o r the S o c i e t y . I t i s 
s i m i l a r i n s i z e and des i g n t o the ta n n e r ' s shop at 68-70 1 6th 
S t r e e t . This may liave been the house of the cooper and h i s -
h e l p e r s as w e l l as h i s work area. The 1833 r e a l e s t a t e i n v e n ­
t o r y of the S o c i e t y l i s t s a cooper's shop, but values i t a t 
onl y $100.00, much l e s s than the t y p i c a l $600.00 value of a 
l a r g e frame house such as t h i s one. Perhaps the s m a l l r e a r 
sheds were the a c t u a l coopers work area. The S o c i e t y ' s coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain i n the wine 
c e l l a r beneath the T a i l o r Shop. 

133. 288 16th S t r e e t 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c 1830. 

TYPE B. The present wood s i d i n g does not appear to be o r i ­
g i n a l . There have been some window and door a l t e r a t i o n s . A 
modern garage i s i n the r e a r . 

134. 16th and Merchant S t r e e t s , n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. A t t a c h e d t o a modern commercial b u i l d i n g on i t s west 
side and adapted f o r commercial use on i t s f i r s t f l o o r . 
Windows have been a l t e r e d . The house i s one of the few t h a t 
r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l gable-end r o o f l i n e c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h i t s 
narrow t r i m board. 

135. 296 16th S t r e e t 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c 

(southwest corner 
1829. 

of 16th & Merchant S t r e e t s ) . 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d , windows and doors have been 
r e p l a c e d . The owner r e p o r t s t h a t "1829" i s i n s c r i b e d i n the 
house's a t t i c . The house i s r e l a t i v e l y unusual i n r e t a i n i n g 
much of i t s o r i g i n a l y a r d . 
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Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole 
parallel to the street. Two wood sheds are located in the rear; 
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable roofs and 
narrow lap siding. According t~ the former curato~ of Old 
Economy, this was the cooper's shop for the Society. It is 
similar in size a~d design to the tanner's shop at 68-70 16th 
Street. This may liave been the house of the cooper and his -
helpers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven­
tory of the Society lists a cooper's shop, but values it at 
only $100.00, much 1ess than the typical $600.00 value of a 
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps the small rear 
sheds were the actual coopers work area. The Society's coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain in the wine 
cellar beneath the Tailor Shop. 

133. 288 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. The present wood siding does not appear to be ori­
ginal. There have been some window and door alterations. A 
modern garage is in the rear. 

134. 16th and Merchant Streets, northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Attached to a modern commercial building on its west 
side and adapted for commercial use on its first floor. 
Windows have been altered. The house is one of the few that 
retains its ~riginal gable-end roofline configuration, with its 
narrow trim board. 

135. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant Streets). 
Contributing. c.1829. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted, windows and doors have been 
replaced. The owner reports that "1829" is inscribed in the 
house's attic. The house is relatively unusual in retaining 
much of its original yard. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

- i L . 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

—K architecture 
art 
commerce 

— , communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

—.?L invention 

landscape architecture 
law 

. literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 

_x_ social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1824-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Socie ty 

statement of Significance (in one paragrapii) 
The Economy N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark, encompassing the rem a i n i n g 

b u i l d i n g s of the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s most s u c c e s s f u l s e t t l e m e n t a t 
Economy, P e n n s y l v a n i a , i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the most complete s i t e of t h i s 
i m p o r t a n t communitarian sect which had a s i g n i f i c a n t impact on the 
commercial, i n d u s t r i a l , and f i n a n c i a l w o r l d s of 19th c e n t u r y America 
and an i n t e r n a t i o n a l impact on s o c i a l r e f o r m e r s of the e r a . At 
Economy, the Harmony S o c i e t y achieved n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n f o r i t s 
w o o l , c o t t o n , and s i l k i n d u s t r i e s and was known n a t i o n a l l y i n i t s 
commercial and f i n a n c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g i t s p i o n e e r i n g r o l e i n 
the o i l i n d u s t r y and i t s r o l e i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of s e v e r a l r a i l r o a d s , 
among them the P i t t s b u r g h and Lake E r i e . I t s t h r e e prosperous 
s e t t l e m e n t s at Harmony, PA, New Harmony, I N , and f i n a l l y at Economy 
served as models f o r o t h e r 19th c e n t u r y Utopian groups such as the 
Shakers, the Amana S o c i e t y , and the Z o a r l t e s . Prominent s o c i a l 
r e f o r m e r s and i n t e l l e c t u a l s i n f l u e n c e d by the S o c i e t y ' s s u c c e s s f u l 
communal l i f e s t y l e i n c l u d e Robert Owen, Hegel, Byron, and Goethe. The 
S o c i e t y ' s e x t r a o r d i n a r y p r o d u c t i v i t y t e s t i f i e s b oth to the d e d i c a t i o n 
of i t s members—who p r a c t i s e d p a c i f i s m , communal s h a r i n g of p r o p e r t y 
and w e a l t h , and c e l i b a c y w i t h a p i e t i s t i c b e l i e f i n C h r i s t ' s Second 
Coming—and to the magnetism of l e a d e r s George and F r e d e r i c k Rapp, who 
were the S o c i e t y members' i n t e r c e s s o r s w i t h the o u t s i d e w o r l d . One of 
the l o n g e s t - l i v e d of the many 19th c e n t u r y communitarian s e c t s , the 
Harmony S o c i e t y was e v e n t u a l l y weakened by the deaths of F r e d e r i c k and 
George Rapp i n 1834 and 1847, the i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , and a 
d i m i n i s h i n g p o p u l a t i o n . I n 1905, one hundred years a f t e r i t s 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n , the S o c i e t y was o f f i c i a l l y d i s s o l v e d . The re m a i n i n g 
Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , c o m p r i s i n g the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark, are a 
p h y s i c a l legacy of the S o c i e t y ' s most s u c c e s s f u l p e r i o d . 

German p i e t i s t s from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists f o l l o w e d 
George Rapp to America i n 1804-1805 to secure r e l i g i o u s freedom. L i k e 
o t h e r p i e t i s t groups, they b e l i e v e d i n a more d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
God than p r o v i d e d f o r i n L u t h e r a n o r t h o d o x y , and sought to minimize the 
r o l e of the church, i t s ceremonies, and i t s dogma. T l \ e i r somewhat 
m y s t i c a l f a i t h was based h e a v i l y on the Book of R e v e l a t i o n s and 
g a l v a n i z e d by "Father" Rapp's ma.gnetism as s p i r i t u a l leade r / pr o phe t . 
I t h e l d t h a t C h r i s t ' s r e t u r n t o e a r t h would r e s t o r e mankind to i t s 
o r i g i n a l pure, androgynous n a t u r e . There was c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n f l i c t 
w i t h i n the S o c i e t y over c e r t a i n t e n e t s — t h e s h a r i n g of w e a l t h and 
p r a c t i s e of c e l i b a c y , i n p a r t i c u l a r — a n d George Rapp and h i s adopted 
son, F r e d e r i c k , have been c r i t i c i z e d as being d i c t a t o r i a l , 
u n - C h r i s t i a n , and even c r u e l i n t h e i r t r e a t m e n t of S o c i e t y members and 
management of the S o c i e t y ' s w e a l t h . The m e r i t s of the S o c i e t y ' s 
p h i l o s o p h y and management a s i d e , the Harmonists were able to combine a 
r e l i g i o u s l i f e s t y l e w i t h an e x t r a o r d i n a r y degree of economic success. 

8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
---· archeology-prehistoric _ x_ community planning 
-- archeology-historic __ conservation 
-- agriculture ____ economics 
_ _x architecture _ _ education 

-·-- landscape architecture __ _ religion 
- - law _ science 
---- literature __ sculpture 
-·- military ....x._ social/ __ art 

-~commerce 
- - .. engineering _ music humanitarian 

__ theater 
-, communications 

--- exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
---- industry __ politics/government 
--~ invention 

__ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1824-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
The Economy National Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining 

buildings of the Harmony Society's most successful set~lement at 
Economy, Pennsylvania, is significant as the most complete site of this 
important communitarian sect which had a significant impact on the 
commercial, industrial, and financial worlds of 19th century America 
and an international impact on social reformers of the era. At 
Economy, the Harmony Society achieved national recognition for its 
wool, cotton, and silk industries and was known nationally in its 
commercial and financial activities, including its pioneering role in 
the oil industry and its role in the construction of several railroads, 
among them the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie. Its three prosperous 
settlements at Harmony, PA, New Harmony, IN, and finally at Economy 
served as models for other 19th century utopian groups such as the 
Shakers, the Amana Society, and the Zoarites. Prominent social 
reformers and intellectuals influenced by the Society's successful 
communal lifestyle include Robert Owen, Hegel, Byron, and Goethe. The 
Society's extraordinary productivity testifies both to the dedication 
of its members--who practised pacifism, communal sharing of property 
and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief in Christ's Second 
Coming--and to the magnetism of leaders George and Frederick Rapp, who 
were the Society members' intercessors with the outside world. One of 
the longest-lived of the many . 19th century communitarian sects, the 
Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the deaths of Frederick and 
George Rapp in 1834 and 1847, the industrial revolution, and a 
diminishing population. In 1905, one hundred years after its 
incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The remaining 
Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic Landmark, are a 
physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other pietist groups, they believed in a more direct relationship with 
God than provided for in Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the 
role of the church, its ceremonies, and its dogma. T~eir somewhat 
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelations and 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as spiritual Leader/prophet. 
It held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind to its 
original pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict 
within the Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and 
practise of celibacy, in particular--and George Rapp and his adopt ed 
son, Frederick, have been criticized as being dictatorial, 
un-Christian, and even cruel in their treatment of Society members and 
management of the Society's wealth. The merits of the Society's 
philosophy and man a gement aside, the Harmonists were i ble to combine a 
religious lifestyle with an extraordinary degree of economic success. 
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Economy's p r o d u c t i v i t y 
on a g r i c u l t u r e , i n c o n t r a s t 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New 
the acreage of Economy, the 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000 acre s . 

was based m a i n l y on i n d u s t r y , r a t h e r than 
to the Harmonists' e a r l i e r s e t t l e m e n t s a t 
Harmony (1815-1824). This i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
s m a l l e s t of the t h r e e s e t t l e m e n t s , w i t h 

a s k i l l e d , y et unpaid Fueled by 
p r o d u c t i v i t y a du t y to God, Economy's 
Harmonists and a great_.many o t h e r s i n 
under the name of Frede^'lck Rapp, the 
le a d e r i n temporal a f f a i r s . Harmonist 
the East Coast and th r o u g h o u t the Ohio 

l a b o r f o r c e t h a t c o n s i d e r e d 
i n d u s t r i e s s u p p l i e d the 
the 1820s t h r o u g h 1840s. Sold 
S o c i e t y ' s business manager and 
goods were w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d on 
and M i s s i s s i p p i V a l l e y s by 

business agents f o r the S o c i e t y i n most of the major c i t i e s . S e v e r a l 
of the Harmonists themselves t r a v e l l e d from c i t y t o c i t y h a n d l i n g 
arrangements w i t h agents, most n o t a b l y F r e d e r i c k Rapp (1786-1834) who 
has been c a l l e d "one of the most i n f l u e n t i a l and p o w e r f u l manufacturers 
and p r i v a t e bankers of the U n i t e d S t a t e s . " 1 . O r i g i n a l l y t r a i n e d as an 
a r c h i t e c t and stone mason, Rapp was c u l t u r e d , w e l l - t r a v e l l e d , and 
acq u a i n t e d w i t h and adept a t d e a l i n g w i t h prominent American 
businessmen and p o l i t i c i a n s . I n 1828, when Economy's i n d u s t r i e s were 
t h r i v i n g , F r e d e r i c k Rapp was asked t o address the U n i t e d States House 
of Repr e s ent a 11 ve s'.. C ommi 11 ee on Manufacture on the methods and 
business of the wool i n d u s t r y . Led by Rapp, 
i n f l u e n t i a l i n championing the p r o t e c t i o n of 
the 1820s when t h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e debate 
s t r o n g f o r e i g n c o m p e t i t i o n . 

the S o c i e t y was 
domestic i n d u s t r i e s d u r i n g 
over how to dea l w i t h 

Wool and c o t t o n manufacture dominated Economy's I n d u s t r i e s i n the 
1820s and 1830s, d u r i n g which time the S o c i e t y had "a v i r t u a l monopoly 
of c o t t o n and woolen ya r n and c l o t h on the Upper Ohio."2 The 
Harmonists b u i l t and purchased machinery which was s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t ; 
combined w i t h h i g h q u a l i t y raw m a t e r i a l s , such as the Merino sheep wool 
which the Harmonists helped i n t r o d u c e to t h i s c o u n t r y , and a d e l i g e n t 
l a b o r f o r c e w i t h r e l a t i v e l y good work i n g c o n d i t i o n s , the end product 
was of s u p e r i o r q u a l i t y . The steam-powered m i l l ( t h e S o c i e t y was among 
the f i r s t to I n t r o d u c e steam to a c t u a l l y power t h e i r i n d u s t r i e s ) was 
c a p i t a l i z e d at $30,000 and brought i n c r e a s i n g p r o f i t s i n the 1827-1831 
p e r i o d . $84,571 w o r t h of wool pr o d u c t s were produced i n 1831. The 
c o t t o n m i l l , c a p i t a l i z e d at $25,000, produced a p p r o x i m a t e l y $22,000 
w o r t h of goods a n n u a l l y w i t h p r o f i t s of twelve to f i f t e e n p e r c e n t . 
Products from both i n d u s t r i e s I n c l u d e d wool and c o t t o n y a r n , 
b r o a d c l o t h , s h e e t i n g , b l a n k e t s , s . i t l n e t , wool f l a n n e l s , f e l t ( f o r 
h a t s ) , hats themselves, c a s s l n e t s , l i n s e y s , chambray, and hemp f o r 
rope . 

S i l k manufacture began I n the l a t e 13 20s at Economy and f l o u r i s h e d 
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Economy's productivity was based mainly on industry, rather than 
on agriculture, in contrast to the Harmonists' earlier settlements at 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harmony (1815-1824). This is reflected in 
the acreage of Economy, the smallest of the three settlements, with 
aiproximately 3,000 acres. 

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid, . labor force that considered 
productivity a duty to God, Economy's~industries sup~li~~ the 
Harmonists and a great_ ~any others in the 1820s through 1840s. Sol~ 
under the name of Freder!ck Rapp, the Society's business manager and 
leader in temporal affairs, Harmonist goods were widely distributed on 
the East Coast arid throughout the Ohio and Mis~issippi Valleys by 
business agents for the Society in most of the major cities. Several 
of the Harmonists themselves travelled from city to city handling 
arrangements with agents, most notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who 
has been called "one of the most influential and powerful manufacturers 
and private bankers of the United States."l. Originally trained as an 
arch.itect and stone mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, and 
acquainted with and adept at dealing with prominent American 
businessmen and politicians. In 1828, when Economy's industries were 
thriving, Frederick Rapp was asked to address the United States House 
of Representatives!,,Committee on Manufacture on the methods and 
business of the wo61 induitry. Led by Rapp, the Society was 
influential in championing the protection of domestic industries during 
the 1820s when there was considerable debate over how to deal with 
strong foreign competition. 

Wool and cotton manufacture dominated Economy's industries in the 
1820s and 1830s, during which time the Society had "a virtual monopoly 
of cotton and woolen yarn and cloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The 
Harmonisis built and purchased machinery which was state-of-the-art; 
combined with high quality raw materials, such as the Merino sheep wool 
which the Harmonists helped introduc e to this countr.y, and a deligent 
labor force with relatively good working conditions, the end product 
was of superior quality. The steam-powered mill (the Society was among 
the first to introduce stea,n to actually power their industries) was 
capitalized at $30,000 and brought incre asing profits in the 1827-1831 
period. $84,571 worth of wool products were produced in 1831. The 
cotton mill, capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 
worth of goods annually with profits of twelve to fifteen percent. 
Products from both industries included wool and cotton ya rn, 
broadcloth, sheeting, blankets, satinet, wool flannels, felt (for 
hats), hats themselves, cassinets, linseys, chambray, and hemp for 
rope. 

S i 1 k ma nu f a c t u r e be g a n i n t '.1 e la t e l 8 2 0 s a t E c o n o my a n d f 1 o u r i s he d 
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through the 1840s, d e s p i t e f i n a n c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y and a n a t i o n a l 
d e p r e s s i o n i n 1837 which r e s u l t e d i n poor business c o n d i t i o n s f o r some 
time t h e r e a f t e r . George Rapp and h i s granddaughter, G e r t r u d e , brought 
e x p e r t s i n the c u l t i v a t i o n of silkworms to Economy to l e a r n the 
i n d u s t r y f i r s t - h a n d ; by 1843 t h e r e were e x t e n s i v e m u l b e r r y p l a n t a t i o n s 
a t Economy. I n an account of the Harmonists i n "The S i l k C u l t u r i s t " of 
October, 1836, Economy s i l k was c a l l e d " ' the best we have seen of 
American manufacture'".3 

Other popular goods' produced by the S o c i e t y i n c l u d e d wine, beer, 
whiskey, f l o u r , and shoes. To promote the S o c i e t y ' s i n d u s t r i e s 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp t r a v e l l e d w i d e l y , meeting w i t h merchants i n B a l t i m o r e , 
New York, P h i l a d e l p h i a , and Boston. The l a r g e volume of business 
correspondence i n the Harmony S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s t e s t i f i e s t o h i s 
wi d e - r a n g i n g business c o n t a c t s . Enhancing the Harmonists' r e p u t a t i o n 
as manufacturers was the f a c t t h a t they had b u i l t t h r e e separate 
communities i n two s t a t e s and, t h e r e f o r e , c o n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o 
s e v e r a l l o c a l economies over the course of t h e i r e x i s t e n c e . 

The S o c i e t y amassed c o n s i d e r a b l e assets from i t s i n d u s t r i a l 
v e n t u r e s ( e s t i m a t e s as e a r l y as the 1830s ranged from h a l f a m i l l i o n t o 
more than two m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ) , but i t s f i n a n c i a l ascendance p a r a l l e l e d 
i t s i n d u s t r i a l d e c l i n e . F r e d e r i c k Rapp's death i n 1834 was a blow to 
the S o c i e t y ' s commercial a c t i v i t i e s . Other combined problems such as 
the r a p i d l y aging p o p u l a t i o n , -a wool i n d u s t r y which had never f u l l y 
r ecovered from a major f i r e i n 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t c o u l d not be overcome. I n the 
second h a l f of the c e n t u r y , t h e r e f o r e , the S o c i e t y t u r n e d t o 
Investments to p r o v i d e the necessary income both f o r the o p e r a t i o n of 
the community and f o r the S o c i e t y ' s a n t i c i p a t e d r e t u r n to Jerusalem 
upon C h r i s t ' s r e t u r n . As Arndt p o i n t s o u t , the change was merely "from 
communal work to. communal i n v e s t m e n t s . "4 

Finance was not new to the S o c i e t y ; i t had p r e v i o u s l y loaned money 
to the S t a t e of I n d i a n a and the c i t i e s of P i t t s b u r g h and A l l e g h e n y . 
The S o c i e t y was con s i d e r e d to be not merely s t a b l e f i n a n c i a l l y , but 
r i c h and m u n i f i c e n t . I n f a c t , a l a w s u i t a g a i n s t the S o c i e t y t h a t went 
to the U.S. Supreme Court (one of many l a w s u i t s brought a g a i n s t the 
S o c i e t y , most of which the S o c i e t y won) r e v e a l e d t h a t i n 1846 the value 
of S o c i e t y p r o p e r t y was $901,000. I n a d d i t i o n to t h i s was a s e c r e t 
fund amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church 
f u n d , " c o n s i s t i n g of over $400,000 i n g o l d and s i l v e r withdrawn from 
Harmonist bank accounts i n P i t t s b u r g h , P h i l a d e l p h i a , and L o u i s v i l l e . 
S k e p t i c a l of the U.S. government's f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y f o l l o w i n g Andrew 
Jackson's veto of the U.S. Bank C h a r t e r I n 1833, Rapp decided to s e c r e t 
a fund of cash i n v a u l t s I n h i s basement, f o r use by the S o c i e t y when 
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through the 1840s, despite financial instability and a national 
depression in 1aj7 which resulted in poor business conditions for some 
time thereafter. · George Rapp and his granddaughter, Gertrude, brought 
experts in the cultivation of silkworms to Economy to learn the 
industry first-hind; by 1843 there were extensive mulberry plantations 
at Economy. In an account of the Harmonises in "The Silk Culturist" of 
October, 1836, Economy silk was called "'the best we haye seen of 
American manrifacture'".3 · 

Other populai goo~} produced by the Society included wine, be~r, 
whiskey, flour, and shoes. To promote the Society's industries 
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants in Baltimore, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The large volume of business 
correspondence in the Harmony Society Archives testifies to his 
wide-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonises' reputation 
as manufacturers ~~as the fact that they had built three separate 
communities in two states and, therefore, contributed significantly to 
several local ecci~omies over the course of their existence. 

The Society amassed considerable assets from its industrial 
ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to 
more than two miltion dollars), but its financial ascendance paralleled 
i t s i n d us t r i a 1 de ~c 1 in e • . F r e de r i ck Ra p p ' s de a th in 18 3 4 w a s a b 1 ow to 
the Society's commercial activities. Other combined problems such as 
the rapidly aging population:, -a wool industry which had never fully 
recovered from a major fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the 
second half of the century, therefore, the Society turned to 
investments to provide the necessary income both for the operation of 
the community and for the Society's anticipated return to Jerusalem 
upon Christ's return. As Arndt points out, the change was merely "from 
communal work tQ communal investments."4 

Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned money 
to the State of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. 
The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, but 
rich and munificent. In fact, a lawsuit against the Society that went 
to the U.S. Supreme Court (one of many lawsuits brought against the 
Society, most of which the Society won) revealed that in 1846 the value 
of Society property was $901,000. In addition to this was a secret 
fund amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church 
fund," consisting of over $400,000 in gold and silver withdrawn from 
Harmonist bank accounts in Pittsburgh, Philadelphi a , and Louisville. 
Skeptical of the U.S. government's financial st a bility following And rew 
Jackson's veto of the U.S. Bank Charter in 1833, Rapp decided to secret 
a fund of cash in vaults in his basement, for use by the Society when 
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i t r e t u r n e d to Jerusalem. When f i s c a l mismanagement l e d the S o c i e t y 
toward bankruptcy i n the 1890s, t h i s fund was drawn upon by Rapp's 
succesors t o pay the S o c i e t y ' s mounting de b t s . 

The S o c i e t y ' s i n v e s t m e n t i n the o i l 
p e r i o d was of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e and 
p r o f i t a b l e . The S o c i e t y d r i l l e d w e l l s on 
owned i n n o r t h w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a and re 
the best on the market.. The o i l p i p e l i n e 
the e a r l i e s t . The S o c i e t y had s u f f i c i e n t 
to b l o c k a t h r e a t e n i n g o i l - p i p e l i n e b i l l 
p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r r i g h t s and e n a b l i n g them 
across the Alle g h e n y R i v e r . 

i n d u s t r y d u r i n g the 1861-1892 
, f o r a t i m e , g r e a t l y 
some of the 6»000 acres i t 

f i n e d o i l t h a t was c o n s i d e r e d 
they c o n s t r u c t e d was one of 
f i n a n c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c l o u t 

u n t i l i t I n c l u d e d a clause 
to b u i l d a p r i v a t e p i p e l i n e 

The P i t t s b u r g h and Lake E r i e R a i l r o a d , f i n a n c e d by the S o c i e t y and 
managed by S o c i e t y T r u s t e e Jacob H e n r i c i from 1881-1884, l i n k e d the 
P i t t s b u r g h area to the main r a i l r o a d l i n e s from Chicago to New York, 
and hence was of immense importance t o the subsequent i n d u s t r i a l 
development of the r e g i o n and i n d i r e c t l y the i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g n a t i o n . 
I n 1884, H e n r i c i s o l d the r a i l r o a d to the V a n d e r b i l t f a m i l y f o r 
$1,150,000. 

Charles S t o t z , r e s t o r a t i o n a r c h i t e c t of Old Economy V i l l a g e and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n of western P e n n s y l v a n i a , has w r i t t e n t h a t the 
Harmonists " e s t a b l i s h e d i n western P e n n s y l v a n i a the o n l y t r u l y 
homogenous community of which any t a n g i b l e evidence remains."5 The 
b u i l d i n g s of Economy, preser v e d on t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s , are an 
i m p o r t a n t c o l l e c t i o n of a p e c u l i a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e e x h i b i t i n g e a r l y 
19th c e n t u r y c o n s t r u c t i o n methods and c r a f t s m a n s h i p . Indeed, the s i t e 
surpasses s i m i l a r h i s t o r i c communities i n the number and range of 
o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s t h a t are i n t a c t . Very few of the b u i l d i n g s o u t s i d e 
the Old Economy V i l l a g e complex have had any k i n d of r e s t o r a t i o n and 
hence possess g r e a t p o t e n t i a l f o r f u t u r e a r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Though F r e d e r i c k Rapp, to whom the design of a l l the S o c i e t y ' s 
major b u i l d i n g s i s c r e d i t e d , was determined to b u i l d " i n the American 
manner," the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are a r e c o g n i z a b l e blend of American 
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The e n t i r e group i s a 
r a r e example of a planned community, p r o v i d i n g i n s i g h t i n t o the way the 
Harmonists l i v e d . T h e i r p r e d o m i n a n t l y p r a c t i c a l p l a n — a g r i d 
c o n t a i n i n g both p u b l i c and p r i v a t e a reas, w i t h f a c t o r i e s and f i e l d s on 
the o u t s k i r t s and houses and e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s at the c e n t e r — 
r e f l e c t e d the S o c i e t y ' s commitment to a simple but e f f i c i e n t l i f e s t y l e . 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e i r b u i l d i n g s shows concern f o r both p r a c t i c a l i t y 
and appearance. The Feast H a l l , Great House, and church share s e v e r a l 
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it returned to Jerusalem. When fiscal mismanagement led the Society 
toward bankruptcy in the 1890s, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's 
succesors to pay the Society's mounting debts. 

The Society's investment in the oil industry during the 1861-1892 
period was of particular significance and, for a time, greatly 
profitable. The Society drilled wells on some of t4e 6>000 acres it 
owned in northwestern Pennsylvania and refined oil that was considered 
the best on the market. • .. The oil pipeline they constructed was one of 
the earliest. The Soci~ty had sufficient financial and political -clout 
to block a threatening oil-pipeline bill until it included a clause 
protecting their rights ~nd enabling them to build a private pipeline 
across the Allegheny River. 

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and 
managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrici from 1881-1884, linked the 
Pittsburgh area to the main railroad lines from Chicago to New York, 
and hence was of immense importance to the subsequent industrial 
development of the region and indirectly the industrializing nation. 
In 1884, Henrici sold the railroad to the Vanderbilt family for 
$1,150,000. 

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Old Economy Village and 
architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the 
Harmonists "established in we~tern Pennsylvania the only truly 
homogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The 
buildings of Economy, preserved on their original sites, are an 
important collection of a peculiar ·architectural style exhibiting early 
19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the site 
surpasses similar historic communities in the number and range of 
originai" buildings that are intact. Very few of the buildings outside 
the Old Economy Village complex have had any kind of restoration and 
hence possess great potential for future architectural and 
archaeological investigation. 

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the design of all the Society's 
major buildings is credited, was determined to build "in the American 
manner," the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blend of American 
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The entire group is a 
rare example of a planned community, providing insight into the way the 
Harmonists lived. Their predominantly practical plan--a grid 
containing both public and private areas, with factories and fields on 
the outskirts and houses and essenti a l services at the center-­
reflected the Society's commitment to a simple but efficient lifestyle. 
The construction of their buildings shows concern for both practicality 
and appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several 
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s t h a t bear evidence to a f i n e sense of p r o p o r t i o n 
and d e t a i l . 

The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of the town was as w e l l - d e t a i l e d as the 
b u i l d i n g s . The water system, f e d from water on the e a s t e r n h i l l s i d e , 
ran t h r o u g h pipes of hol l o w e d out logs c a r e f u l l y f i t t e d t o g e t h e r , and 
served every p a r t of the town v i a sen^eral pumps. Community bake ovens 
were d i s t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h o u t the town, and a steam l a u n d r y served the 
e n t i r e community. ""<̂  

Most of Economy's unique and i m p r e s s i v e landscape f e a t u r e s have, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , been l o s t . The landscape t h a t e x i s t s today i s on l y a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of what once e x i s t e d - - a deer park w i t h V i r g i n i a deer, 
l a b y r i n t h s , a second p a v i l i o n , and p l a n t s and f l o w e r s t r a i n e d t o grow 
i n e l a b o r a t e p a t t e r n s . Grape v i n e s , now present o n l y on the b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the museum complex, once were t r a i n e d to grow on a l l of the 
houses, where they were watered by r u n - o f f from the r o o f s . The heavy 
development of the o u t s k i r t s of Economy i n the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y 
d e s t r o y e d some f e a t u r e s ; the pre s e n t garden a t Old Economy V i l l a g e , 
w h i l e r e t a i n i n g the i m p o r t a n t P a v i l i o n and G r o t t o s t r u c t u r e s , has seen 
e x t e n s i v e r e s t o r a t i o n . The o r i g i n a l town l a y - o u t remains d i s c e r n a b l e , 
however, and i s a major c o n t r i b u t i n g f e a t u r e of the d i s t r i c t today. 

Three a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s have been undertaken at Economy i n 
the l a s t twenty y e a r s , two of them on the grounds of the Old Economy 
V i l l a g e complex. R e l a t i v e l y narrow i n scope, these s t u d i e s d i d not 
produce new i n f o r m a t i o n of g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e about the S o c i e t y ' s 
a c t i v i t e s , though a r t i f a c t s were uncovered. These c o n s i s t e d p r i m a r i l y , 
of pieces of earthenware and g l a s s . The t h i r d study concerned a 
community bakery s i t e on 13th S t r e e t , where remains were uncovered of a 
f o u n d a t i o n , a chimney, and g a t e , along w i t h p o t t e r y shards, n a i l s , and 
two I n d i a n a r t i f a c t s . Because the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l would seem 
to be g r e a t e s t i n the Harmonist domestic and work areas o u t s i d e the 
museum—the area t h a t has seen the l e a s t I n v e s t i g a t i o n t o date — the 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l of the d i s t r i c t remains c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

Throughout i t s e x i s t e n c e , the Harmony S o c i e t y was the o b j e c t of  
r e g u l a r and cl o s e s c r u t i n y from t r a v e l l e r s , w r i t e r s , economists,  
l a w y e r s , merchants, would-be f o l l o w e r s and i i a l t a t o r s . As the S o c i e t y ' s  
most prosperous and f i n a l home, Economy r e c e i v e d the g r e a t e s t a t t e n t i o n  
and p u b l i c i t y . The a t t e n t i o n was a f u n c t i o n both of the unusual,  
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y communal and c a p i t a l i s t i c l i f e s t y l e of the S o c i e t y , and  
of the r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l ferment I n Europe, England, and America i n  
the e a r l y 19th c e n t u r y . Numerous p i e t i s t i c r e l i g i o u s groups formeli I n  
t h a t e r a , p a r t i c u l a r l y I n Germany where a r e v o l u t i o n o c c u r r e d I n 1848.  
George Rapp was c e l e b r a t e d at h i s death I n 1847 i n the P i t t s b u r g h D a i l y 
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architectural features that bear e v idence to a fine sense of proportion 
and detail. 

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as the 
buildings. The water system, fed from water on the eastern hillside, 
ran through pipes of hollowed out lo g s carefully fitted together, and 
served every part of the town via se'Veral pumps. Community bake ovens 
were distributed throughout the town, and a steam laundry served the 
en t i re co mm uni t y • ,_ ·~ 

Most of Economy's unique and impressive landscape features have, 
unfortunately, been lost. The landscape that exists today is only a 
representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer, 
labyrinths, a second pavilion, and plants and flowers trained to grow 
in elaborate pat-terns. Grape vines, now present only on the buildings 
within the museum complex, once were trained to grow on all of the 
houses, where they were watered by run-off from the roofs. The heavy 
development of the outskirts of Economy in the early 20th century 
destroyed some features; the present garden at Old Economy Village, 
while retaining the important Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen 
extensive restora~ion. The original town lay-out remains discernable, 
however, and is i major·contributing feature of the district today. 

Three archaeological st~~ies h a ve b e en undertaken at Economy in 
the last twenty years, two of them on the g rounds of the Old Economy 
Village complex. Relatively narrow in scope, these studies did not 
prod~ce new information of great significance about the Society's 
activites, though artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily . 
of pieces of earthenware and glass. The third study conce~ned a 
communi~y bakery site on 13th Street, where remains were uncovered of a 
foundation, a chimney, and gate, along with pottery shards, nails, and · 
t wo In d ian artif'acts, Because the arch a eological potential would seem. 
to be greatest in the Harmonist domestic and work areas outside the 
museum--the area that has seen the least investigation to date--the 
archaeological potenti a l of the district remains considerable. 

Throu g hout its existence, the Harmony Society was the object of 
regular and close scrutiny from travellers, writers, economists, 
lawyers, merch a nts, would-be f o llower s a nd i mit a tors. As the Societ y 's 
most prosperous and final home, Economy received the greatest attention 
a n d pub licity. Th e a tt e nti o n was a f u nct i o n both of the unusual, 
simultaneously communal a nd c a pitalistic lifestyle of the Soci e ty, and 
of the reli g ious a n d s oc i a l f e r men t in E nr o pe, En g land, and Amer i ca in 
t he early 19th c e ntur y . Num erou s p i etis ti c reli g i o u s g r o ups f o rm e d i n 
that e r a , p a rt ic ul a rly i n Ge r ma ny whe r e a r ev ol u tion occurred i n 1 848 . 
Geo r ge Ra p p was cel e br a t ed a t h i s d ea t h i n 1847 in t h e Pitt s b u r g h Dai l y 
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Morning Post as "the g r e a t e s t Communist of the Age" i n the same year 
t h a t Marx and Hegel, the l a t t e r a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
p a r t of Germany, began w r i t i n g The C ommunls t Manifes to . German Utopian 
communist W i l l i a m W e l t h r i g , who f l e d the German r e v o l u t i o n hoping t o 
e s t a b l i s h "Communla" i n Iowa, wrote at l e n g t h about Economy i n 1851. 
The French w r i t e r L o u i s Cortambert spent eleven months at Economy i n 
1839-40, p r o d u c i n g a French account of the S o c i e t y . Goethe, Rudyard 
K i p l i n g , and Byron a l l wrote of the S o c i e t y , the l a t t e r d e v o t i n g f o u r 
stanzas of 
c e l i b a t e s . 

Canto XV o.f, "Don Juan" t o George Rapp and h i s s o c i e t y of 

T r a v e l l e r s , o f t e n well-known or d i s t i n g u i s h e d f i g u r e s , w rote 
accounts of v i s i t s t o the S o c i e t y ' s s e t t l e m e n t s , many of which were 
p u b l i s h e d i n newspapers and j o u r n a l s here and abroad. One of the 
e a r l i e s t , John M e l i s h ' s 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared i n 
"T r a v e l s Through the U n i t e d S t a t e s of America" was reviewed a t l e n g t h 
i n B r i t i s h magazines, and l e d to Robert Owen's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the 
S o c i e t y . Owen subseq u e n t l y purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when 
the S o c i e t y l e f t t h e r e t o e s t a b l i s h Economy. 

I n i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h o t h e r communal s e c t s , the Harmony S o c i e t y 
was i n s p i r a t i o n a l y o f f e r i n g p r a c t i c a l a d v i c e and sometimes f i n a n c i a l 
a s s i s t a n c e t o the many o t h e r sects w i t h whom i t communicated. F r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s were m a i n t a i n e d w i t h the Shakers, the Amana S o c i e t y , and the 
Z o a r l t e s , w i t h the Harmonists -giving a s s i s t a n c e i n m a t t e r s of 
i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n . Loans were extended to the H u t t e r l a n s i n the 
Dakotas and the Ora Labora i n M i c h i g a n . One i l l - f a t e d a l l i a n c e was 
w i t h the s o - c a l l e d Count Leon, who i n 1831 convinced one t h i r d of the 
Harmonists to withdraw from the S o c i e t y and e s t a b l i s h a separate 
community under h i s r u l e , an event a f t e r w a r d s r e f e r r e d to as the 
Schism. 

I n sum, the Harmony S o c i e t y p r o v i d e d a p o w e r f u l example of 
communal l i f e t h a t was w i d e l y known and seminal i n i t s impact i n an era 
of p o l i t i c a l and economic e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n . As P h i l a d e l p h i a economist 
Matthew Carey observed i n The New O l i v e Branch of 1820, even b e f o r e the 
Harmonists had e s t a b l i s h e d Economy, "'The h i s t o r y of the w o r l d may be 
examined i n v a i n f o r any i n s t a n c e of such r a p i d s t r i d e s made by any 
body of men, w h o l l y unaided by b o u n t i e s , premiums, l o a n s , or ammunitles 
from government. The Harmonists were t r u e p r a c t i c a l economlsts.'"6 
Such was the f a s c i n a t i o n the S o c i e t y h e l d f o r o t h e r s . 

On a r e g i o n a l and l o c a l s c a l e , the S o c i e t y a l s o had w i d e - r a n g i n g 
Impact. The Ecoaomy H o t e l (no l o n g e r e x t a n t ) served a l a r g e number of 
t r a v e l l e r s , who stopped at t h i s well-known spot along the 
P i t t s b u r g h - B e a v e r Road. Many of the t r a v e l l e r s ' accounts were w r i t t e n 
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Morning Post as "the greatest Communist of the Age" in the same year 
that Marx and Hegel, the latter a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
part of Germany, began writing The Communist Manifesto • German utopian 
communist William Weithrig, who--ried the German revolution hoping to 
establish "Communia" in Iowa, wrote at length about Economy in 1851. 
The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Economy in 
1839-40, producing a French account pf the Society. Goethe, Rudyard 
Kipling, and Byron all wrote of the ·society, the la~tei devoting four 
stanzas of Canto XV o.f. "Don Juan" to George Rapp and his society of 
celibates. ~ 

Travellers, often well-known or distinguished figures, wrote 
accounts of visits to the Society's settlements, many of which were 
published in newspapers and journals here and abroad. One of the 
earliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared in 
"Travels Through the United States of America" was reviewed at length 
in British magazines, and led to Robert Owen's relationship with the 
Society. Owen subsequently purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when 
the Society left.there to establish Economy. 

In its relationship with other communal sects, the Harmony Society 
was inspirationa1~ offe~ing practical advice and sometimes financial 
assistance t6 the many other sects with whom it communicated. Friendly 
relations were maintained with the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites, with the Harmonists ~iving assistance in matters of 
industrial production. Loans were extended to the Hutterians in the 
Dakotas and the Ora Labora in Michigan. One ill-fated alliance was 
with the so-called Count Leon, who· in 1831 convinced one third of the 
Harmonists to withdraw from the Society and establish a separate 
community under his rule, an event afterwards referred to as the 
Schism. 

In sum, the Harmony Society provided a powerful example of 
communal life that was widely known and seminal in its impact in an era 
of political and economic experimentation. As Philadelphia economist : 
Matthew Carey observed in The New Olive Branch of 1820, even before the 
Harmonises had established~onomy, "'The history of the world may be 
examined in ·vain for any instance of such rapid strides made by any 
body of men, wholly unaided by bounties, premiums, loans, or ammunities 
from government. The Harmonises were true practical economists.'"6 
Such was the fascination the Society held for others. 

On a regional and local scale, the Society also had wide-ranging 
impact. The Eco nomy Hotel (no longer extant) served a large number of 
travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot along the 
Pittsburgh-Reaver Road. lfany of the travellers' accounts were written 
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by v i s i t o r s to the h o t e l . 

Investments which had r e g i o n a l impact i n c l u d e t i m b e r i n g i n Warren 
County, where a l a r g e s a w m i l l was i n o p e r a t i o n , and c o a l m i n i n g i n 
Beaver County, where the S o c i e t y owned n e a r l y 1,000 acres and mined 
from the 1850s u n t i l 1880, s h i p p i n g most of the c o a l west. The town of 
Beaver F a l l s , a l s o i n Beaver County,., was l a i d out and fjroraoted by 
b u i l d i n g a bank and s e v e r a l f a c t o r i e s , a l l f i n a n c e d by the S o c i e t y . 
Geneva College i s loc^afed a t Beaver F a l l s due to the e f f o r t s of the 
S o c i e t y . The S o c i e t y operated the Harmony B r i c k w o r k s and the Economy 
P l a n i n g M i l l Company i n Beaver F a l l s , both a c t i v e c.1890. I t i n v e s t e d 
i n f o u r o t h e r l o c a l r a i l r o a d s besides the P i t t s b u r g h & Lake E r i e . 

The S o c i e t y was p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t to the economy of 
P i t t s b u r g h , where i t purchased machinery and goods i t c o u l d not make 
i t s e l f (such as two steamboats i t had b u i l t i n the 1820s), conducted 
much of i t s banking, f i g u r e d i n l o c a l p o l i t i c s , and i n v e s t e d i n v a r i o u s 
e n t e r p r i s e s , one of which was the P i t t s b u r g h P o i n t B r i d g e Company of 
which Jacob H e n r i c i was a d i r e c t o r . 

Debts accumulated i n the S o c i e t y ' s f i n a l decades, due to the 
demise of i n d u s t r y , mounting expenses, and some bad i n v e s t m e n t s . John 
S. Duss, the l a s t a c t i v e T r u s t e e , p r e s i d e d over a h a n d f u l of remaining 
members, p a r l a y i n g the S o c i e t y ' s name and r e p u t a t i o n i n t o a l u c r a t i v e 
c a reer f o r h i m s e l f as l e a d e r -of the "Economy Band" i n the 1390s, u s i n g 
a g i a n t and dwarf from P.T. Barnum's c i r c u s as a d v e r t i s l g gimmicks. I n 
1903, he conducted at Madison Square Garden and a l s o l e d the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Opera House Or c h e s t r a on a t o u r of the West. A l l of t h i s , 
p e r p e t u a t e d the p u b l i c i t y the Harmony S o c i e t y had always r e c e i v e d , bat 
i n a w e i r d and incongruous c o n t e x t . Duss r e s i g n e d as T r u s t e e i n 1903 
i n f a v o r of h i s w i f e . Two years l a t e r , Mrs. Duss f o r m a l l y d i s s o l v e d 
the S o c i e t y which then had o n l y t h r e e l i v i n g members. A subsequent 
l e n g t h y and c o n t r o v e r s i a l l e g a l b a t t l e r e s u l t e d i n the S t a t e of 
Pennsylvania " i n h e r i t i n g " the acreage and b u i l d i n g s of the present 
museum. Old Economy V i l l a g e w h i l e the r e s t of the town was s o l d 
p r i v a t e l y . 
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Investments which had regional icrpact include timbering in Warren 
Gounty, where a large sawmill was in operation, and coal mining in 
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres and mined 
from the 1850s until 1880, shipping most of the coal west. The town of 
Beaver Falls, also in Beaver County~ was laid out apd gromoted by 
building a bank and several factories, all financed by the Society. 
Geneva College is loc~ted at Beaver Falls due to the efforts of the ,~ .. 
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Economy 
Planing Mill Company in Beaver Falls, both active c.1890. It invested 
in four other local rai~roads besides the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 

The Society was particularly important to the economy of 
Pittsburgh, where it purchased machinery and goods it could not make 
itself (such as two steamboats it had built in the 1820s), conducted 
much of its banking, figured in local politics, and invested in various 
enterprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Bridge Company of 
which Jacob Henr~ci was a director. 

Debts accumulated in the Society's final decades, due to the 
demise of industrr, mouqting expenses, and some bad investments. John 
S. Duss, the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining 
members, parlaying the Society's name and reputation into a lucrative 
career for himself as leader 'of the "Economy Band" in the 1890s, using 
a giant and dwarf from P.T. Barnum's circus as advertisig gimmicks. In 
1903, he conducted at Madison Square Garden and also led the 
Metropolitan Opera House Orchestra · on a tour of the West. All of this . 
perpetuated the publicity the Harmony Society had always received, h,1t 
in a we,rd and incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trust~e in 1903 
in favor of his wife. Two years later, Mrs. Duss formally dissolved 
the Society which then had only three living members. A subsequent 
len~thy and controversial legal battle resulted in the State of 
Pennsylvania "inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present 
museum, Old Economy Village while the rest of the town was sold ,, 
privately. 
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Since the d i s s o l u t i o n of the Harmony S o c i e t y , Economy has become 
p a r t of the l a r g e r , 20th c e n t u r y i n d u s t r i a l town t h a t s u p p l a n t e d i t , 
Ambridge. The r e s t o r e d museum complex p r o v i d e s an I n t e l l e c t u a l c o n t e x t 
f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s b e l i e f s and h i s t o r y . The 
Harmonist houses and o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s o u t s i d e the museum, 
encompassed by the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark, p r o v i d e a more complete 
p h y s i c a l document of the S o c i e t y and, i t s way of l i f e . 

1. A r n d t , Economy on""<the Ohio, p . x v i i i . 

2. "The N a t i o n a l Importance of Old Economy and the Value of i t s 
R e s t o r a t i o n , " u n p u b l i s h e d r e p o r t s u b m i t t e d by Dr. C e c i l K. Byrd, 
Chairman, I n d i a n a U n i v e r s i t y ; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ; and Dr. Clyde C. Walton, I l l o n o i s S t a t e 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , August 15, 1957. 

3. A r n d t , George Rapp's Harmony S o c i e t y , 1785-1847, pp.579-80. 

4. I b i d , p.603.-

5. S t o t z , E a r l y A r c h i t e c t u r e of Western P e n n s y l v a n i a , p. 19 4. 

6. A r n d t , George Rapp's Harmony S o c i e t y , 1785-1847, p.2 29. 
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Since the dissolution of the Harmony Society, Economy has become 
part of the larger, 20th century industrial town that supplanted it, 
Ambrid 3e . Tbe restored museum complex provides an intellectual context 
for understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The 
Harmonist houses and other Society buildings outside the museum, 
encompassed by the National Historic Landmark, provide a more complete 
physi cal document of the Society an4 its way of lif~- • 

l • Arndt , E con om y on ·,-i: he O hi o , p • xvi ii • 

2. "The National Importance of Old Economy and the Value of its 
Restoration," unpublished report submitted by Dr. Cecil K. Byrd, 
Chairman, Indiana University; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
Historical Society; and Dr. Clyde C. Walton, Illonois State 
Historical Society, August 15, 1957. 

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harm?ny Society, 1785-1847, pp.579-80. 

4. Ibid, p.603.· 

S. Stotz, Early . Architecture of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194. 

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, p.229. 
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Beginning on the west sid e of the d i s t r i c t at the n o r t h e a s t corner 
of Route 65 and 13th S t r e e t , proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 1 3 t h 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 98 13th S t r e e t . C r o s s i n g the s t r e e t due 
so u t h , f o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 98 13th S t r e e t , 
c o n t i n u i n g east i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across Church S t r e e t t o a p o i n t on 
the east s i d e of the s t r e e t . Proceed south t o the south e a s t corner of 
12th and Church S t r e e t s . Proceed due west across Church S t r e e t , and 
f o l l o w the south s i d e of 12th S t r e e t t o i t s I n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Route 65. 
Fo l l o w the west and s p u t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 70 12th S t r e e t , and 
co n t i n u e east along the sou t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l the p r o p e r t i e s 
f a c i n g 1 2th S t r e e t t o the sout h e a s t corner of 280 12th S t r e e t . Proceed 
n o r t h along the east p r o p e r t y l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e 
across 12th S t r e e t t o the n o r t h s i d e of the s t r e e t . Proceed east along 
the n o r t h s i d e of the s t r e e t t o Merchant S t r e e t . (The p r o p e r t y of 1198 
Merchant S t r e e t - - t a x p a r c e l # l l - 0 4 - 6 1 1 - - i s l o c a t e d a t the sout h e a s t 
corner of t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n and i s p a r t of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , but 
i s d i s c o n t i g u o u s . ) Proceed n o r t h along the west s i d e of Merchant 
S t r e e t t o Wagner S t r e e t . Here the boundary crosses Wagner S t r e e t t o 
i n c l u d e the Harmonist b u i l d i n g a t 1221 Merchant S t r e e t , and r e t u r n s t o 
the south s i d e of Wagner S t r e e t . Proceed west along Wagner S t r e e t to a 
p o i n t o p p o s i t e the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t . C r o s s i n g 
the s t r e e t due n d r t h , f o l l o w the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church 
S t r e e t t o the south p r o p e r t y l i n e of 272 13th S t r e e t . Proceed east 
along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 13th 
S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east across Merchant S t r e e t , f o l l o w i n g the south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 13th S t r e e t to the 
southeast corner of the p r o p e r t y of 336 13th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the east 
s i d e of t h i s p r o p e r t y n o r t h to 13th S t r e e t . Proceed west on the south 
sid e of 13th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Merchant and Church S t r e e t s , to the 
southwest corner of 13th and Church S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e across 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h to a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 
the n o r t h s i d e of Creese S t r e e t . Here the boundary t u r n s due east to 
i n c l u d e the p r o p e r t y of St. John's L u t h e r a n Church, w i t h a j o g to the 
south t o i n c l u d e the Harmonist b u i l d i n g at 273 13th S t r e e t . The 
boundary f o l l o w s the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of the church t o the south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e of 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . F o l l o w i n g t h e i r south and 
east p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u e n o r t h i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across 14th 

S t r e e t t o a p o i n t 
c r o s s i n g Merchant 

Proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 14th S t r e e t , 
t r e e t , to a p o l r i t o p p o s i t e 312 14th S t r e e t . Proceed 

due south across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e s of 312 14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e s of those b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t to the southeast corner of 
3 24 14th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the east and n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h i s 
p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g west on 14th S t r e e t to a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 317 I 4 t h 
S t r e e t . Proceed due n o r t h across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the east and 
n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 317 14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g west along the 
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Beginning on the west side of the district at the northeast corner 
of Route 65 and 13th Street, proceed east along the north side of 13th 
Street to a point opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing the street due 
•outh, follow the west and south property lines of 98 13th Street, 
continuing east in a straight line across Church Street to a point on 
the east side of the street. Proceed south to the southeast corner of 
12th and Church Streets. Proceed due west across Church Street, and 
follow the south side of 12th Stree~ to its inters~cti~n with Route. 65. 
Follow the west and sputh property lines of 70 12th Street, and 
continue east along the south property lines of all the properties 
facing 12th Street to the southeast corner of 280 12th Street. Proceed 
north along the east prpperty line, continuing in a straight line 
across 12th Street to the north side of the street. Proceed east along 
the north side of the street to Merchant Street. (The property of 1198 
Merchant Street--tax parcel #11-04-611--is located at the southeast 
corner of this intersection and is part of the historic district, but 
is discontiguous •. ) Proceed north along the west side of Merchant 
Street to Wagner Street. Here the boundary crosses Wagner Street to 
include the Harmonist building at 1221 Merchant Street, and returns to 
the south side of Wagner Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street to a 
point opposite th~ east property line of 1216 Church Street. Crossing 
the street due ndrth, follow the east property line of 1216 Church 
Street to the south property line of 272 13th Street. Proceed east 
along the south property lines of all the properties facing 13th 
Street, continuing east across Merchant Street, following the south 
property lines of all of the properties facing 13th Street to the 
southeast corner of the property of 336 13th Street. Follow the east 
side of this property north to 13th Street. Proceed west on the south 
side of 13th Street, crossing Merchant and Church Streets, to the 
southwest corner of 13th and Church Streets. Proceed north in a 
straight line across 13th Street, continuing north to a point opposite 
the north side of Creese Street. Here the boundary turns due east to 
include the property of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jog to the 
south to include the Harmonist building at 273 13th Street. The 
boundary follows the east property line of the church to th e south 
property line of 274 and 280 14th Street. Following their south and 
east property lines, continue north in a straight line across 14th 
Street to a point. Proceed east along the north side of 14th Street, 
crossing Merchant Street, to a point opposite 312 14th Street. Proceed 
due south across 14th Street and follow the west and south property 
lines of 312 14th Street, continuing east along the south property 
lines of those buildings facing 14th Street to the southeast corner of 
324 14th Street. Follow the east a nd north property lines of this 
parcel, continuing west on 14th Street to a point opposite 317 14th 
Street. Proceed due north ac ross 14th StreP.t and follow the east and 
north property lines of 317 14th Street, co ntinuing west along the 
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south s i d e of B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Merchant and Church S t r e e t s , 
t o the west si d e of Church S t r e e t . Proceed n o r t h along the west s i d e 
of Church S t r e e t to a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the south p r o p e r t y l i n e of 100 
15th S t r e e t . Proceed east across Church S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , 
c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l the p r o p e r t i e s 
f a c i n g 15th S t r e e t to the sout h e a s t corner of 286 15th S t r e e t . Proceed 
n o r t h along i t s east p r o p e r t y l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h across 15th S t r e e t 
i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o a p o i n t on the n o r t h s i d e of the' s t r e e t . Proceed 
east along the n o r t h , .side of 15th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Merchant S t r e e t , t o 
the n o r t h e a s t corner o'f 15th and Merchant S t r e e t s . Proceed south 
across 15th S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g south along the east 
si d e of Merchant S t r e e t t o the southwest corner of the p r o p e r t y of 1412 
Merchant S t r e e t . F o l l o w the south and then the east p r o p e r t y l i n e s , 
c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h along the east p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s 
f a c i n g Merchant S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g across 15th S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t 
l i n e to the n o r t h e a s t corner of 1500 Merchant S t r e e t . Proceed due 
west, c r o s s i n g Merchant S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the south s i d e of L a u g h l l n 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the west p r o p e r t y l i n e of 289 L a u g h l l n 
S t r e e t . Proceed west i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the southwest corner of the 
p r o p e r t y of 288 16th S t r e e t . Proceed east i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e along the 
south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 288 and 296 16th S t r e e t to the west si d e of 
Merchant S t r e e t and proceed n o r t h to the corner of Merchant and 16th 
S t r e e t s . Here the boundary jogs n o r t h to i n c l u d e p a r c e l #12-05-516 (no 
a d d r e s s ) , r e t u r n s to the south s i d e of 16th S t r e e t , and proceeds west 
along 16th S t r e e t across Church S t r e e t to the nort h w e s t corner of the 
p r o p e r t y of 68 and 70 16th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 
a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 16th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Church S t r e e t i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e to the east s i d e of the s t r e e t . Here the boundary 
f o l l o w s the east s i d e of Church S t r e e t to the southeast corner of 
Church and L a u g h l l n S t r e e t s , w i t h a j o g to the west to i n c l u d e 1515 
Church S t r e e t on the west s i d e of the s t r e e t . From the c o r n e r , proceed 
west across Church S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g west along the 
south side of L a u g h l i n S t r e e t to the northwest corner of 75 I 5 t h 
S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west p r o p e r t y l i n e s o u t h , c o n t i n u i n g across 15th 
S t r e e t to a p o i n t on the south s i d e of the s t r e e t . Proceed west along 
15th S t r e e t to the nort h w e s t corner of 70 15th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west 
p r o p e r t y l i n e to the n o r t h edge of the Old Economy V i l l a g e p r o p e r t y 
( p a r c e l #12-01-301). F o l l o w the p r o p e r t y l i n e west and then south to 
the p o i n t of o r i g i n . 

The Harmonist cemetery, a d i s c o n t i g u o u s p a r t of the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t , i s l o c a t e d south of the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t near the 
n o r t l i w e s t corner of Church and l l t h S t r e e t s . Tt I s a r e c t a n g u l a r l o t 
of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1/4 a c r e . I t s boundaries correspond to those of tax 
p a r c e l #11-04-308. 
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south side of Boyleston Street, crossing Merchant and Church Streets, 
to the west side of Church Street. Proceed north along the west side 
of Church Street to a point opposite the south property line of 100 
15th Street. Proceed east across Church Street in a straight line, 
continuing east along the south property lines of all the properties 
facing 15th Street to the southeast corner of 286 15th Street. Proceed 
north along its east property line, continuing north across 15th Street 
in a straight line to a point on th~ north side of · th~ street. Proceed 
east along the north_~ide of 15th Street, crossing Merchant Street, to 
the northeast corner df 15th and Merchant Streets. Proceed south ­
across 15th Street in a straight line, continuing south along the east 
side of Merchant Street to the southwest corner of the property of 1412 
Mere han t Street. Fo llo'w the sou th and then the east property lines, 
continuing north along the east property lines of all of the properties 
facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street in a straight 
line to the northeast corner of 1500 Merchant Street. Proceed due 
west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow the south side of Laughlin 
Street to a point opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlin 
Street. Proceed west in a straight line to the southwest corner of the 
property of 288 16th Street. Proceed east in a straight line along the 
south property l~nes of 288 and 296 16th Street to the west side of 
Merchant Street and proceed north to the corner of Merchant and 16th 
Streets. Here the boundary jogs north to include parcel #12-05-516 (no 
address), returns to the south side of 16th Street, and proceeds west 
along 16th Street across Chut~h Street to the northwest corner of the 
property of 68 and 70 16th Street. Follow the west and south property 
lines of this parcel, continuing east along the south property lines of 
all of the properties facing 16th Street, crossing Church Street in a 
straight line to the east side of the street. Rere the boundary 
follow~ the east side of Church Street to the southeast corner of 
Church and Laughlin Streets, with a jog to the west to include 1515 
Church Street on the west side of the street. From the corner, proceed 
west ac ross Church Street in a straight line, continuing west along the 
south side of Laughlin Street to the northwest corner of 75 15th 
Street. Follow the west property line south, continuing across 15th 
Street to a point on the south side of the street. Proceed west along 
15th Street to the northwest corner of 70 15th Street. Follow the west 
property line to the north edge of the Old Economy Village property 
(parcel #12-01-301). Follow the property line west and then south to 
the point of origin. 

The Harmonist cemetery, a discontiguous part of the historic 
district, is located south of the rest of the district near the 
northwest corner of Church and 11th Stre ets. It is a rectari 0 ular lot 
of approximately 1/4 ac r e. Its boundaries correspond to those of tax 
parcel #l l-04-308. 
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundaries of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t were s e l e c t e d t o i n c l u d e 
a l l of the co n f i r m e d e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t are on t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l s i t e s and t o exclude as many non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s as 
p o s s i b l e . Several Harmonist b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t were moved 
from o t h e r s i t e s . The Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are d e f i n e d as those b u i l t 
by or f o r the Harmonists d u r i n g the p e r i o d of the S o c i e t y ' s e x i s t e n c e 
at Economy, 1824-1905. ''Most of these b u i l d i n g s were c o n s t r u c t e d i n the 
1829-1840 p e r i o d , but some date t o the l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th c e n t u r y 
when the S o c i e t y was aging r a p i d l y and r e q u i r e d d i f f e r e n t types of 
b u i l d i n g s . Because the Harmoninsts b u i l t t h e i r community as an 
I n t e g r a t e d whole, each c o n f i r m e d Harmonist b u i l d i n g r e t a i n i n g a b a s i c 
l e v e l of i n t e g r i t y i s c o n s i d e r e d c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
the d i s t r i c t . 

The i r r e g u l a r i t y of the d i s t r i c t boundary i s due to the n a t u r e of 
post-Harmonist development. A f t e r 1905, much of the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s 
p r o p e r t y was s o l d to developers who were l a y i n g out the new a d j a c e n t 
s t e e l town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, B o y l e s t o n , and L a u g h l l n 
S t r e e t s were i n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist numbered s t r e e t s , 
and the new l o t s were q u i c k l y f i l l e d w i t h houses. Most of the 
Harmonist yard l o t s were a l s o s o l d o f f , f o r houses, a t t h i s t i m e . The 
r e s u l t i s a j u x t a p o s i t i o n of two types of a r c h i t e c t u r e : the n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g s of the Harmonists, and the modest, e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y w o r k e r s ' houses of Ambridge. The d i s t r i c t boundary 
consequently extends, f i n g e r - l i k e , t o i n c l u d e the r e m a i n i n g Harmonist 
s t r e e t s c a p e s ( a l o n g w i t h the n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g houses b u i l t between 
Harmonist ones) but exclude the post-1905 s t r e e t s c a p e s . 

A s i n g l e , l a r g e vacant l o t between L a u g h l i n and 16th S t r e e t s n o r t h 
of Church S t r e e t has been I n c l u d e d , because e x c l u d i n g i t would mean 
l e a v i n g a group of t h r e e Harmonist houses at the n o r t h e a s t corner o f 
t h i s l o t i s o l a t e d from the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t as a d i s c o n t i g u o u s 
group. 

The s i t e s of t h r e e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s which have been 
undertaken i n the d i s t r i c t are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the boundaries discussed 
h e r e , two of them on the grounds of the museum i n the v i c i n i t y of the 
Feast H a l l and the G r o t t o , and a t h i r d on 13th S t r e e t . 
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The boundaries of the historic district were selected to include 
all of the confirmed extant Harmonist buildings that are on their 
original sites and to exclude as many non-Harmonist buildings as 
possible. Several Harmonist buildings within the district were moved 
from other sites. The Harmonist buildings are defined as those built 
by or for the Harmoni$ts during the period of the Society's existence 
at Economy, 1824-1905. r,Most of these buildings were constructed in the 
1829-1840 period, but some date to the latter part of the 19th century 
when the Society was aging rapidly and required different types of 
buildings. Because the Harmoninsts built their community as an 
integrated whole, each confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic 
level of integrity is considered contributing to the significance of 
the district. 

The irregularity of the district boundary is due to the nature of 
post-Harmonist development. After 1905, much of the Harmony Society's 
property was sold to developers who were laying out the new adjacent 
steel town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlin 
Streets were inserted between the existing Harmonist numbered streets, 
and the new lots were quickly filled with houses. Most of the 
Harmonist yard lots were also sold off, for houses, at this time. The 
result is a juxtaposition of two types of architecture: the nineteenth 
century buildings of the Harmonists, and the modest, early twentieth 
century workers' houses of Ambridge. The district boundary 
consequently extends, finger-like, ·to include the remaining Harmonist 
streetscapes (along with the non-contributing houses built between 
Harmonist ones) but exclude the post-1905 streetscapes. 

A single, large vacant lot between Laughlin and 16th Streets north 
of Church Street has been included, becAuse excluding it would mean 
leaving a group of three Harmonist houses at the northeast corner of 
this lot isolated from the rest of the district as a discontiguous 
group. 

The sites of three archaeological stn<l ies which have been 
undertaken in the district are located within the boundaries discussed 
here, two of them on the grounds of the museum in the vicinity of the 
Fe ast Hall and the Grotto, and a third on 13th Street. 
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Landscape f e a t u r e s such as gardens, o r c h a r d s , l a b y r i n t h s , a deer 
park, e t c . t h a t were once p a r t of the community are no l o n g e r e x t a n t , 
w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the l a r g e l y r e c r e a t e d garden of Old Economy 
V i l l a g e . Other landscape f e a t u r e s were l o c a t e d o u t s i d e the proposed 
d i s t r i c t on land t h a t has now been densely developed f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 
and commercial use, or w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t on la n d which has sin c e been 
developed. The o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t landscape f e a t u r e s r e m a i n i n g , t h e n , 
are encompassed i n the boundaries discu s s e d here. 
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Landscape features such as gardens, orchards, labyrinths, a deer 
park, etc. that were once part of the community are no longer extant, 
with the exception of the largely recreated garden of Old Economy 
Village. Other landscape features were located outside the proposed 
district on land that has now been densely developed fo~ residential 
and commercial use, or within the district on land which has since been 
developed. The only significant landscape feature& remaining, then, 
are encompassed in the boundaries discussed here. 

,. 
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1. Name 
historic Economy National His tor ic Landmark 

and or common Old Economy/Ambridge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, 

For>IPs UM only 

received 

date entered 

N/A 
not for publication 

city, town Ambr idge ^^^^ vicinity of 

state PA code 4 2 county Beaver code 007 

3. Classification 
Catagory Ownership status Prasant U s a 
_2L_ district public X occupied agriculture X museum 

building(s) private unoccupied ^ commarcial park 
structure x both work in progress y educational Y private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accassib ia entertainment X religious 
object N / A In process X yes: restricted government scientific 

N / A being considered -2L_ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military — other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Mul t ip le 

street & number 

city, town . vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number 

city, town Beaver state PA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s has this property been determirwd eligible? x yes no 

date 1985 X federal state county local 

depository for survey records N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e 

city, town Washington «We D.C, 
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1. Name 

historic Economy National Historic Landmark 

and or common Old Economy/ Ambridge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, 

street & number Economy Branch Bel tline RR, and 16th Street 

city, town Ambridge -------

state PA 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

_ public 
_ private 
_..Jt_both 

code 

-1L. district 
_ bullding(s) 
_ structure 
_site 
_object 

Public Acquisition 
N/ A in process 
N/A being considered 

N/ A vicinity of 

42 county Beaver 

Status 
_x_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
~ - yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_x._ commercial 
_x_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple 

street & number 

0 MB Yo . 1024 - 0018 
Exp ires 10 - 31 - 87 

received 

date entered 

N/A _ not for publication 

code 007 

-1L. museum 
_park 
_..Jt_ private residence 
~ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town _ vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Beaver state PA 

&. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined etlglble? ~ yes _ no 

date 1985 ~ federal _ state _ county _ local 
-----------------------------
depository for survey records National Park Service 

city, town Washington state n .C. 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Chacit one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _x_ original site 

5- good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe tha prasant and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Economy National Historic Landmark i s situated along the Ohio 
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
the Borough of Ambridge. I t contains the remaining buildings of the 
Harmony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there in 1825 
and built the town they would occupy u n t i l the Society's dissoution in 
1905. The approximately 30-acre h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t l i e s on a level plain 
midway between the riverbank and h i l l s r i s i n g on the east. I t Includes 
Old Economy Village, a four-acre museum complex owned and operated by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, containing more than a dozen major 
Harmonist buildings. Surrounding the museum on three sides i s a grid of 
seven major streets lined with over 90 Harmonist houses and other 
Harmonist buildings which are privately owned and serve mostly as 
residences. 

The a b i l i t y of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t to convey a d i s t i n c t sense of 
time and place today derives from several features: the number and 
homogeneity of Harmonist buildings; the recognizable Harmonist s i t e 
planning; the assortment of types of buildings; and the existence of the 
already-restored museum complex. The d i s t r i c t has an overall visual 
homogeneity deriving from the preponderance of Harmonist buildings 
arranged in a recognizable town plan dating to the 1820s. In addition, 
the restored buildings that comprise the museum complex, along with 
selected individual buildings outside the museum that retain good 
architectural integrity, serve as architectural focal points of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

Accentuating the ambience, of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s the fact 
that the surrounding community of Ambridge i s so utterly different in 
nature. So densely built was Ambridge (the name i s a eontractlon of 
American Bridge, the division of U.S. Steel that purchased much of the 
Harmonist property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town 
surrounding Ecoaomy) that i t serves to insulate Economy from other types 
of intrusions. During the early growth of Ambridge, houses of that era 
were built on many of the yard lots in Ecoaomy. Other, defunct 
Harmonist buildings were demolished and replaced by new structures and 
several non-residential Harmonist buildings were converted to 
resi d e n t i a l use. However, once this transition had occurred, r e l a t i v e l y 
few major physical changes occurred to the d i s t r i c t . In spite of 
remodelllngs to individual buildings, the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t as a whole 
remains a v i s i b l e product of the Harmony Society of the 19th century. 

The community's o r l g l a a l physical core i s s t i l l largely i a t a c t , 
consisting of seven major streets l a i d out by the Harmonists: two 
running north-south (Church and Merchant Streets), and five running 

~ 
________ """"'."'_"""""' __________________________________ ., 

7. Description -------------------------------------------~'-;. 
Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_:lL original site 
_ moved date _________ ___ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Economy National Historic Landmark is situated along the Ohio 
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
the Borough of Ambridge. It contains the remaining buildings of the 
Harmony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there in 1825 
and built the town they would occupy until the Society's dissoution in 
1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district li~s on a level plain 
midway between the riverbank and hills rising on the east. It includes 
Old Economy Village, a four-acre museum complex owned and operated by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, containing more than a dozen major 
Harmonist buildings. Surrounding the museum on three sides is a grid of 
seven major streets lined with over 90 Harmonist houses and other 
Harmonist buildings which are privately owned and serve mostly as 
residences. 

The ability of the historic district to convey a distinct sense of 
time and place today derives from several features: the number and 
homogeneity of Harmonist buildings; the recognizable Harmonist site 
planning; the assortment of types of buildings; and the existence of the 
already-restored museum complex. The district has an overall visual 
homogeneity deriving from the preponderance of Harmonist buildings 
arranged in a recognizable town plan dating to the 1820s. In addition, 
the restored buildings that comprise the museum complex, along with 
selected individual buildings outside the museum- that retain good 
architectural integrity, serve as architectural focal points of the 
district. 

Accentuating the ambience , of the historic district is the fact 
that the surrounding community of Ambridge is so utterly different in 
nature. So densely built was Ambridge (the name is a eontraction of 
American Bridge, the division of U.S. Steel that purchased much of the 
Harmonist property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town 
surrounding Economy) that it serves to insulate Economy from other types 
of intrusions. During the early growth of Ambridge, houses of that era 
were built on many of the yard lots in Economy. Other, defunct 
Harmonist buildings were demolished and replaced by new structur~s and 
several non-residential Harmonist buildings were converted to 
residential use. However, once this transition had occurred, relatively 
few major physical changes occurred to the district. In spite of 
remodellings to individual buildings, the historic district as a whole 
remains a visible product of the Harmony Society of the 19th century. 

The community's original physical core is still largely intact, 
consisting of seven major streets laid out by the Harmonists: two 
running north-south (Church and Merchant Streets) . and five running 
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east-west ( 1 2 t h t h r o u g h 16th S t r e e t s ) . Four narrower s t r e e t s , a l s o 
r u n n i n g east-west, were i n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist ones i n 
the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y a f t e r the S o c i e t y ' s d i s s o l u t i o n . These newer 
s t r e e t s occupy what were o r i g i n a l l y the i n t e r i o r s of the Harmonist 
b l o c k s , areas reserved f o r household gardens and u t i l i t y sheds. To the 
e x t e n t p o s s i b l e , they have been d e l e t e d from the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c 
Landmark, r e s u l t i n g i n the f i n g e r - l i k e d i s t r i c t boundary c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
proposed h e r e i n . 

The i n t e r s e c t i o n of 14th and Church S t r e e t s was the f u n c t i o n a l 
c e n t e r of Economy. S i t e d along F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t were many of the 
S o c i e t y ' s i m p o r t a n t community, p u b l i c , and r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s , 
i n c l u d i n g the community Feast H a l l , founder George Rapp's house, the 
s t o r e , business l e a d e r F r e d e r i c k Rapp's house, the t a i l o r shop w i t h i t s 
l a r g e wine c e l l a r , and the p u b l i c h o t e l / t a v e r n . A l l of these b u i l d i n g s 
except the h o t e l / t a v e r n are e x t a n t . 

With the e x c e p t i o n of the chur c h , the major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s of 
e x c e p t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the museum 
complex, west of Church S t r e e t spanning 14th S t r e e t . The museum complex 
i s the r e s u l t of major r e s t o r a t i o n work undertaken by the S t a t e of 
Pennsylvania bet ween 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the complex i s 
the Feast H a l l (completed c.1828), the b u i l d i n g t h a t was more than any 
o t h e r , except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' c e n t r a l meeting p l a c e . 
I t s 50' X 96' second f l o o r h a l l was used f o r the S o c i e t y ' s f o u r annual 
c e l e b r a t i o n s , and the b u i l d i n g a l s o housed a school room, l i b r a r y , music 
room, museum, and drawing s c h o o l . I t s steep gambrel r o o f i s a Germanic 
f e a t u r e used i n o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t , though no l o n g e r e x t a n t , Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s e r e c t e d a t about the same time — the c o t t o n m i l l and the 
h o t e l / t a v e r n . I t s c l a s s i c a l entrance f u r t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t from a l l 
the o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s except the founder's house. I n s i d e , the 
b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e i l i n g of the h a l l , w i t h i t s a t t a c h e d chamferred 
p i l a s t e r s and s h a l l o w w a l l arches, echoes t h a t i n the Church. The 
sh a l l o w arches are a l s o seen i n the t w o - s t o r y porch of the Great House 
and, f o r m e r l y , i n the h o t e l . 

Germanic i n f l u e n c e may a l s o be seen i n the Granary ( c . l 8 3 2 ) , 
another of the l a r g e s t r e m aining Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t s f i r s t f l o o r 
i s b u i l t of exposed wood members i n f i l l e d w i t h s t o n e . The wood members 
are c l e a r l y numbered w i t h carved Roman numerals f o r ease of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . This numbering system was used i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
houses as w e l l , a l t h o u g h the wood members were not exposed i n those 
b u i l d i n g s . 
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east-west (12th through 16th Streets). Four narrower streets, also 
running east-west, were inserted between the existing Harmonist ones in 
the early 20th century after the Society's dissolution. These newer 
streets occupy what were originally the interiors of the Harmonist 
blocks, areas reserved for household gardens and utility sheds. To the 
extent possible, they have been deleted from the National Historic 
Landmark, resulting in the finger-like district boundary configuration 
proposed herein. 

The intersection of 14th and Church Streets was the functional 
center of Economy. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of the 
Society's important community, public, and residential buildings, 
including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, the 
store, business leader Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor shop with its 
large wine cellar, and the public hotel/tavern. All of these buildings 
except the hotel/tavern are extant. 

With the exception of the church, the major Harmonist buildings of 
exceptional architectural significance are located within the museum 
complex, west of Church Street spanning 14th Street. The museum complex 
is the result of major restoration work undertaken by the State of 
Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the co ,nplex is 
the Feast Hall (completed c.1828), the building that was more than any 
other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' central meetin3 place. 
Its 50' x 96' second floor hall was used for the Society's four annual 
celebrations, and the building also housed a school room, library, music 
room, museum, and drawing school. Its steep gambrel roof is a Germanic 
feature used in other significant, though no longer extant, Harmonist 
buildings erected at about the same time--the cotton mill and the 
hotel/tavern. Its classical entrance further distinguishes it from all 
the other Society buildings except the founder's house. Inside, the 
barrel-vaulted ceiling of the hall, with its attached chamferred 
pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes that in the Church. The 
shallow arches are also seen in the two-story porch of the Great House 
and, formerly, in the hotel. 

Germanic influence may also be seen in the Granary (c.1832), 
another of the largest remaining Harmonist buildings. Its first floor 
is built of exposed wood members infilled with stone. The wood members 
are clearly numbered with carved Roman numerals for ease of 
construction. This numbering system was used in the construction of the 
houses as well, although the wood members were not exposed in those 
buildings. 
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The Great House ( c . 1 8 2 6 ) , home of founder George Rapp and h i s 
adopted son F r e d e r i c k , the community's business l e a d e r , r e f l e c t s the 
Harmonists' d e s i r e t o b u i l d " i n the American manner," a l t h o u g h i t shows 
German i n f l u e n c e i n the c l i p p e d gables of the r o o f . Though by no means 
o r n a t e , the Great House f e a t u r e s numerous a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s not 
found elsewhere i n the community: c l a s s i c a l f r o n t i s p i e c e s , carved stone 
s t e p s , d e c o r a t i v e transoms, a t w o - s t o r y r e a r porch, and on the i n t e r i o r , 
a c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e w i t h carved b a n n i s t e r , and f u r n i s h i n g s from 
P h i l a d e l p h i a . Here v i s i t o r s were e n t e r t a i n e d by the Rapps and members 
of the S o c i e t y . 

Other major b u i l d i n g s l o c a t e d on the museum grounds are the 
community k i t c h e n , s i t e d beside the Feast H a l l and used when 
c e l e b r a t i o n s were h e l d i n t h a t b u i l d i n g ; c a b i n e t and t a i l o r shops; a 
s t o r e ; and a warehouse. These b u i l d i n g s are a l l of simple d e s i g n , w i t h 
the l a r g e r b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t b u i l t of b r i c k ( t a i l o r shop and 
s t o r e ) and the s m a l l e r b u i l d i n g s behind them b u i l t of wood ( c a b i n e t shop 
and warehouse). The t a i l o r shop i s n o t a b l e f o r the l a r g e v a u l t e d wine 
c e l l a r , w i t h < e x c e e d i n g l y f i n e stonework, t h a t i s i t s basement. 

The Harmonist c h u r c h , l o c a t e d j u s t across Church S t r e e t from Old 
Economy V i l l a g e , i s one of the d i s t r i c t ' s most s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , 
b oth as the f o c a l p o i n t of the S o c i e t y ' s s p i r i t u a l l i f e and as a work of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . With i t s t a l l , t i e r e d c u p o l a / c l o c k tower, housing the 
S o c i e t y ' s p e c u l i a r one-handed c l o c k , i t i s the d i s t r i c t ' s most 
conspicuous b u i l d i n g . B u i l t from 1828-1831, the church's d e s i g n has 
h i s t o r i c a l l y been c r e d i t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp, as. Indeed, have the 
designs of a l l the o t h e r major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t e x h i b i t s t y p i c a l 
Harmonist f e a t u r e s on i t s w e l l - p r e s e r v e d i n t e r i o r , such as a 
b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e i l i n g and a t t a c h e d chamfered p i l a s t e r s w i t h s h a l l o w 
w a l l a rches. Because i t s use has remained the same t h r o u g h o u t i t s 
h i s t o r y , the church has had r e l a t i v e l y few a l t e r a t i o n s and i s the best 
p r e s e r v e d Harmonist b u i l d i n g o u t s i d e the grounds of the museum. 

Though the a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r of 19th c e n t u r y Economy may best 
be a p p r e c i a t e d w i t h i n Old Economy V i l l a g e and the Church, the e x t e n t and 
d u r a t i o n of the Harmonist community and town p l a n i s seen best i n the 
s u r r o u n d i n g r e s i d e n t i a l area. I n s p i t e of decades of non-Harmonist, 
p r i v a t e ownership, t h i s p a r t of the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a d i s t i n c t 
appearance and atmosphere due to the o v e r a l l homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and t h e i r r e g u l a r spacing along the s t r e e t s . B u i l t 
e i t h e r of l o c a l l y made b r i c k or of wood l a p s i d i n g , the houses are 
almost a l l two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t and have gable r o o f s w i t h the r o o f 
r i d g e p a r a l l e l l i n g the s t r e e t , g e n e r a l l y a 3x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n and 
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The Great House (c.1826), home of founder George Rapp and his 
adopted son Frederick, the community's business leader, reflects the 
Harmonists' desire to build "in the American manner," although it shows 
German influence in the clipped gables of the roof. Though by no means 
ornate, the Great House features numerous architectural details not 
found elsewhere in the community: classical frontispieces, carved stone 
steps, decorative transoms, a two-story rear porch, and on the interior, 
a central staircase with carved bannister, and furnishings from 
Philadelphia. Here visitors were entertained by the Rapps and members 
of the Society. 

Other major buildings located on the museum grounds are the 
community kitchen, sited beside the Feast Hall a nd used when 
celebrations were held in that building; cabinet and tailor shops; a 
store; and a warehouse. These buildings are all of simple design, with 
the larger buildings facing 14th Street built of brick (tailor shop and 
store) and the smaller buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop 
and warehouse). The tailor shop is notable for the large vaulted wine 
cellar, with , exceedingly fine stonework, that is its basement. 

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Old 
Economy Village, is one of the district's most significant buildings, 
both as the focal point of the Society's spiritual life and as a work of 
architecture. With its tall, tiered cupola/clock tower, housing the 
Society's peculiar one-handed clock, it is the district's most 
conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has 
historically been credited to Frederick Rapp, as, indeed, have the 
designs of all the other major Harmonist buildings. It exhibits typical 
Harmonist features on its well-preserved interior, such as a 
barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached chamfered pilasters with shallow 
wall arches. Because its use has remained the same throughout its 
history, the church has had relatively few alterations and is the best 
preserved Harmonist building outside the grounds of the museum. 

Though the architectural character of 19th century Economy may best 
be appreciated within Old Economy Village and the Church, the extent and 
duration of the Harmonist community and town plan is seen best in the 
surrounding residential area. In spite of decades of non-Harmonist, 
private ownership, this part of the district retains a distinct 
appearance ~n d atmosphere due to the overall homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and their regular spacing along the streets. Built 
either of locally made brick or of wood lap siding, the houses are 
almost all two stories in height and have gable roofs with the roof 
ridge parallelling the street, generally a 3x2 bay configuration and 



NPS Form 10-900-1 OHB No. 1024-0018 
(M2) Empires 10-31-87 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 7 Page 4 

doors t h a t open onto the s i d e garden r a t h e r than the s t r e e t . There are 
30 e x t a n t b r i c k houses and 34 e x t a n t frame houses i n the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t . 

The Harmonists used methods of c o n s t r u c t i o n at Economy t h a t they 
had used i n t h e i r two p r e v i o u s s e t t l e m e n t s a t Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, IN. I n t h e i r braced-frame system of c o n s t r u c t i o n , each f l o o r 
was framed as an independent u n i t . Rather than a r o o f r i d g e p o l e , each 
set of r a f t e r s was c o n s t r u c t e d as an independent t r u s s w i t h the c e i l i n g 
r a f t e r as i t s bottom chord. The chimney, b u i l t as a s t r u c t u r a l l y 
Independent u n i t , ran d i a g o n a l l y t h r o u g h the house's a t t i c i n order t o 
e x i t the r o o f a t the r i d g e , where f l a s h i n g was unnecessary. Those 
o r i g i n a l chimneys t h a t remain are of squat p r o p o r t i o n s and are s i t u a t e d 
j u s t o f f - c e n t e r along the r o o f r i d g e . I n s u l a t i o n i n the form of "dutch 
b l s c u i t s " - - s l a t s of wood wrapped w i t h mud and s t r a w — w e r e used, and 
b r i c k was placed between the w a l l studs on the f i r s t f l o o r of frame 
b u i l d i n g s . 

The house p l a n , b a s i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l i n a l l of the houses, c o n s i s t e d 
of t h r e e rooms on each f l o o r , two s m a l l rooms and one l a r g e one. On the 
f i r s t f l o o r , these were an e n t r y h a l l ( c o n t a i n i n g the s t a i r c a s e ) , 
k i t c h e n , and l a r g e r l i v i n g / s l e e p i n g space. Bedrooms were on the second 
f l o o r . A shed-roofed a d d i t i o n , one-room wide, i s a t t a c h e d to n e a r l y a l l 
of the b r i c k houses. Of wood l a p s i d i n g , these sheds have studs 
numbered i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist f a s h i o n and appear t o have been e a r l y . 
Harmonist a d d i t i o n s . 

The e x t e r i o r of the b r i c k houses were designed w i t h s e v e r a l 
f e a t u r e s which were both f u n c t i o n a l and a t t r a c t i v e ; ;aost of the b r i c k 
houses r e t a i n at l e a s t some of these f e a t u r e s . The simple facade of 
common bond b r i c k was e n l i v e n e d w i t h j a c k arches above windows and 
doors, and a c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e on the long s i d e s of the house. Doorways 
were r a t h e r deeply recessed, and shared the same wood surround of 
m u l t i p l e beading as the windows. The doors themselves were s i x 
p a n e l l e d . 

The c o n s i d e r a b l e garden and yard space of each house I n c l u d e d a 
m u l t i p l e - r o o m wood shed t h a t housed a p r i v y , work-space, and an 
a n i m a l - s t a l l . 

I n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h the houses were Harmonist b u i l d i n g s s e r v i n g o t h e r 
f u n c t i o n s , such as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e , workshops f o r the making of 
b a r r e l s and h a t s , a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The s m a l l e r , 
n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s were g e n e r a l l y designed to be c o m p a t i b l e i n 
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doors that open onto the side garden rather than the street. There are 
30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses in the historic 
district. 

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Economy that they 
had used in their two previous settlements at Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, IN. In their braced-frame system of construction, each floor 
was framed as an independent unit. Rather than a roof ridgepole, each 
set of rafters was constructed as an independent truss with the ceiling 
rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, built as a structurally 
independent unit, ran diagonally through the house's attic in order to 
exit the roof at the ridge, where flashing was unnecessary. Those 
original chimneys that remain are of squat proportions and are situated 
just off-center along the roof ridge. Insulation in the form of "dutch 
biscuits"--slats of wood wrapped with mud and straw--were used, and 
brick was placed between the wall studs on the first floor of frame 
buildings. 

The house plan, basically identical in all of the houses, consisted 
of three rooms on each floor, two small rooms and one large one. On the 
first floor, these were an entry hall (containing the staircase), 
kitchen, and larger living/sleeping space. Bedrooms were on the second 
floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, is atta c hed to nearly all 
of the brick houses. Of wood lap siding, these sheds have studs 
numbered in the typical Harmonist fashion and appear to have been early, 
Harmonist additions. 

The ext~rior of the brick houses were designed with several 
features which were both functional and attractive; ;nost of the brick 
houses retain at least some of these features. The simple facade of 
common bond brick was enlivened with jack arches above windows and 
doors, and a corbelled cornice on the long sides of the house. Doorways 
were rather deeply recessed, and shared the same wood surround of 
multiple beading as the windows. The doors themselves were six 
panelled. 

The considerable garden and yard space of each house includ•d a 
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, and an 
animal-stall. 

Interspersed with the houses were Harmonist buildings serving other 
functions, such as a doctor's office, workshops for the making of 
barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The smaller, 
non-residential buildings were generally designed to be compatible in 
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scale and materials w i t h the houses. Several of these n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l 
Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are extant. The major i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s , 
r e q u i r i n g large amounts of water froa the r i v e r or producing unpleasant 
odors, were relegated to the o u t s k i r t s of the community. These 
b u i l d i n g s have not survived. 

The Harmonists' most important garden was c e n t r a l l y located and 
remains on the grounds of the museum. A place of me d i t a t i o n , i t 
includes two important s t r u c t u r e s w i t h a l l e g o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r the 
community: the P a v i l i o n and the Grotto. The P a v i l i o n , a c l a s s i c a l 
design a t t r i b u t e d to Frederick Rapp, was b u i l t i n 1831 and housed the 
wood-sculpted female f i g u r e of Economy. Scholars speculate that she 
represents "the s p i r i t u a l harmony [the Harmonists] hoped to achieve here 
on earth and afterwards i n heaven."! (The present p a v i l i o n i s a 
r e p l i c a t i o n of the o r i g i n a l , which d e t e r i o r a t e d and was dismantled i n 
the 1890s.) The Grotto, a round, rough stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h thatched 
ro o f , has a marvelous c l a s s i c a l I n t e r i o r , as r e f i n e d as the b u i l d i n g ' s 
e x t e r i o r i s rude. This contrast conveyed the d i f f e r e n c e between the 
s u p e r f i c i a l and the s u b s t a n t i a l , the temporal and the s p i r i t u a l . 

The s i t e plan of Economy was not a r i g i d g r i d divided s t r i c t l y i n t o 
d i s c r e e t areas of d i f f e r e n t uses, but i t was an o r d e r l y p a t t e r n w i t h 
d e f i n i t e considerations f o r aesthetic q u a l i t y . Buildings s i t e d along 
the s t r e e t a l t e r n a t e d w i t h open l o t s , c r e a t i n g a consistent s p a t i a l 
p a t t e r n of s o l i d and vo i d . P r e d i c t a b l y , post-Harmonist development 
r e s u l t e d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of newer houses i n these open l o t s ; 
nevertheless, the o r i g i n a l Harmonist plan remains discernable. 

Economy's houses can be grouped i n t o four basic types, r e f l e c t i n g 
the few, but d i f f e r e n t , housing arrangements necessary i n the community. 
The f o l l o w i n g inventory describes the i n d i v i d u a l r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g 
types i n d e t a i l , and then l i s t s a l l the b u i l d i n g s i n order by l o c a t i o n 
and address, w i t h the museum complex discussed f i r s t . The r e s i d e n t i a l 
b u i l d i n g s are keyed to the appropriate b u i l d i n g types. 

The precedent f o r t h i s type of Inventory comes from the Harmonists 
themselves, who In v e n t o r i e d t h e i r r e a l estate holdings i n 1833 and 
determined the same four types of residences.2 (An a d d i t i o n a l type they 
catalogued has no extant examples.) The same four basic types were used 
again i n a comprehensive planning study of the d i s t r i c t prepared by 
Green I n t e r n a t i o n a l i n 1977. A l l b u i l d i n g s not corresponding to one of 
these four types ( i n c l u d i n g most of the museum b u i l d i n g s ) are described 
i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
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scale and materials with the houses. Several of these non-residential 
Harmonist buildings are extant. The major industrial buildings, 
requiring large amounts of water Eron the river or producing unpleasant 
odors, were relegated to the outskirts of the community. These 
buildings have not survived. 

The Harmonists' most important garden was centrally located and 
remains on the grounds of the museum. A place of meditation, it 
includes two important structures with allegorical significance for the 
community: the Pavilion and the Grotto. The Pavilion, a classical 
design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built in 1831 and housed the 
wood-sculpted female figure of Economy. Scholars speculate that she 
represents "the spiritual harmony [the Harmonists] hoped to achieve here 
on earth and afterwards in heaven."l (The present pavilion is a 
replication of the original, which deteriorated and was dismantled in 
the 1890s.) The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched 
roof, has a marvelous classical interior, as refined as the building's 
exterior is rude. This contrast conveyed the difference between the 
superficial and the substantial, the temporal and the spiritual. 

The site plan of Economy was not a rigid grid divided strictly into 
discreet areas of different uses, but it was an orderly pattern with 
definite considerations for aesthetic quality. Buildings sited along 
the street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent spatial 
pattern of solid and void. Predictably, post-Harmonist developme ,1t 
resulted in the construction of newer . houses in these open lots; 
nevertheless, the original Harmonise plan remains discernable. 

Economy's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting 
the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary in the community. 
The following inventory describes the individual residential building 
types in detail, and then lists all the buildings in order by location 
and address, with the museum complex discussed first. The residential 
buildings are keyed to the appropriate building types. 

The precedent for this type of inventory eomes from the Harmonises 
themselves, who inventoried their real estate holdings in 1833 and 
determined the same four types of residences.2 (An additional type they 
catalogued has no extant examples.) The same four basic types were used 
again in a comprehensive planning study of the district prepared by 
Green International in 1977. All buildings not corresponding to one of 
these four types (including most of the museum buildings) are described 
individually. 

, . 
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Each s t r u c t u r e i s de s i g n a t e d as e i t h e r Key, C o n t r i b u t i n g , or 
N o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g to the d i s t r i c t . A l l Key and C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s 
were b u i l t or used by the Harmonists i n the 1824-1890 p e r i o d . Key 
b u i l d i n g s comprise the h e a r t of the n a t i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t r e s o u r c e , and 
a r e , i n d i v i d u a l l y , h i s t o r i c a l and/or a r c h i t e c t u r a l f o c a l p o i n t s of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are those which v i s u a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y 
p l a y a p a r t i n conveying the landmark's sense of time and p l a c e . I t 
should be emphasized t h a t because the d i s t r i c t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e i s 
p r i m a r i l y as the s i t e of an i n f l u e n t i a l 19th c e n t u r y communitarian s e c t , 
the c o l l e c t i v e h i s t o r i c a s s o c i a t i o n of the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s i s more 
i m p o r t a n t than the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y of the s u r f a c e s of the 
I n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s . The d i s t r i c t ' s v i s u a l s t r o n g p o i n t - - t h e l a r g e l y 
i n t a c t town p l a n — i s r e p r e s e n t e d by s t r e e t s c a p e s as a whole r a t h e r than 
by i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s . I t i s from e x p e r i e n c i n g the e n t i r e complex of 
remaining Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t one f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e s the S o c i e t y ' s 
s i z e , homogeneity, t e c h n i c a l s k i l l , and a e s t h e t i c b u i l d i n g design and 
town p l a n n i n g — a l l of which c o n t r i b u t e d t o Economy's success and 
l o n g e v i t y as a community. 

A l l C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s , however, share basic f e a t u r e s which 
make them r e c o g n i z a b l y Harmonist. These f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e s i t i n g , 
massing, s t r u c t u r e , dimensions, r o o f type and o r i e n t a t i o n , and 
f e n e s t r a t i o n p a t t e r n . E x ceptions t o these c r i t e r i a are two b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the museum complex and two o u t s i d e the museum which have been 
moved i n order to prevent t h e i r d e m o l i t i o n . These b u i l d i n g s are 
cons i d e r e d C o n t r i b u t i n g because of t h e i r obvious Harmonist o r i g i n s 
and/or a b i l i t y t o convey v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n about the Harmonist way of 
l i f e . V a rious types of modern s i d i n g have obscured the o r i g i n a l s i d i n g 
of a l l but one of the frame houses and a few of the b r i c k ones; t h i s has 
n o t , however, a f f e c t e d the b u i l d i n g s ' o r i g i n a l 19th c e n t u r y s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h i t s unique Harmonist c o n s t r u c t i o n d e t a i l s , such as numbered s t u d s , 
"dutch b i s c u i t " and b r i c k i n s u l a t i o n , p l a s t e r , chimney c o n s t r u c t i o n , and 
i n t e r i o r c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s which are 
I n c l u d e d i n the d i s t r i c t f o r reasons of geographic n e c e s s i t y o n l y . A l l 
b u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n s are shown on the a t t a c h e d s i t e p l a n . (A separate 
p l a n f o r Old Economy the museum complex. I n c l u d e s b u i l d i n g s #1-22.) 

1. R e i b e l , Guide t o Old Economy, p.26. 

2. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 
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Each structure is designated as either Key, Contributing, or 
Non-contributi ng to the district. All Key and Contributing buildings 
were built or used by the Harmonises in the 1824-1890 period. Key 
buildings comprise the heart of the nationally significant resource, and 
are, individually, historical and/or architectural focal points of the 
district. 

Contributing buildings are those which visually and historically 
play a part in conveying the landmark's sense of time and place. It 
should be emphasized th a t because the district's significance is 
primarily as the site of an influential 19th century communitarian sect, 
the collective historic association of the Harmonise buildings is more 
important than the architectural integrity of the surfaces of the 
individual buildings. The district's visual strong point--the largely 
intact town plan--is represented by streetscapes as a whole rather than 
by individual buildings. It is from experiencing the entire complex of 
remaining Harmonise buildings th a t one fully appreciates the Society's 
size, homogeneity, technical skill, and aesthetic building design and 
town planning--all of which contributed to Economy's success and 
longevity as a community. 

All Contributing buildings, however, share basic features which 
make them recognizably Harmonist. These features include siting, 
massing, structure, dimensions, roof type and orientation, and 
fenestration pattern. Exceptions to these criteria are two buildings 
within the museum complex and two outside the museum which have been 
moved in order to prevent their demolition. These buildings are 
considered Contributing because of their obvious aarmonist origins 
and/or ability to convey valuable information about the Harmonist way of 
life. Various types of modern siding have obscured the original siding 
of all but one of the frame houses and a few of the brick ones; this has 
not, however, affected the buildings' original 19th century structure 
with its unique Harmonise construction details, such as numbered studs, 
"dutch biscuit" and brick insulation, plaster, chimney construction, and 
interior configuration. 

Non-Contributing buildings are non-Harmonist buildings which are 
included in the district for reasons of geographic necessity only. All 
building locations are shown on the attachej ~ite plan. (A separate 
plan for Old Economy the museum complex, includes buildings #1-22.) 

1. Reibel, Guide to Old Economy, p.26. 

2. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 
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TYPE A: Two-story B r i c k House: 

Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof--wlth ridgepole 
running e a s t - w e s t — a n d a c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimney located on the 
ridge, j u s t east of center. I n s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s the plan i s 
two-by-two bays, but these v a r i a t i o n s appear to be o r i g i n a l . The 
br i c k I s l a i d i n common bond, with f l a t arches above tha windows 
and door, c o r b e l l i n g at the co r n i c e , and a watertable. Windows 
are double hung sash, s i x - o v e r - s i x , except for sma l l , s i n g l e 
a t t i c windows i n each gable end. The door i s located on the 
end of the house, rather than on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Most 
houses of t h i s type have a wood shed a d d i t i o n on the r e a r , one 
room wide, with i t s own door, a l s o on the end of the house. 
These were added during the Harmonist era, probably s h o r t l y 
a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the main s e c t i o n of the house. This house 
type r e t a i n s the best i n t e g r i t y In the d i s t r i c t . There are 30 
extant buildings of t h i s type. 

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House: 

Almost i d e n t i c a l to Type A except constructed of wood. B u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s type have t y p i c a l l y been considerably a l t e r e d . The most 
common a l t e r a t i o n s have been the a p p l i c a t i o n of new s i d i n g and 
roofing m a t e r i a l , the replacement of window sash, and o c c a s i o n a l l y , 
s l i g h t changes i n window s i z e , the addition of windows, the ad d i t i o n 
of eave r e t u r n s , and the addition of a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 
(The l a t t e r two additions occur which such frequency and appear to 
date to such an e a r l y era that I t i s believed these changes were 
made by the Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 extant b u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s type. I n s p i t e of the common a l t e r a t i o n s to these wood 
houses, they remain import v i s u a l elements i n the d i s t r i c t s t r e e t ­
scape, both because of t h e i r s i t i n g r e l a t i v e to the s t r e e t and 
other Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , and because they r e t a i n the b a s i c 
elements of the Harmonists' r e s i d e n t i a l d esign—form, massing, 
f e n e s t r a t i o n pattern, and unique s t r u c t u r a l d e t a i l s . 

TYPE C; Two-story Frame Double House: 

S i t e d with i t s gable end toward the s t r e e t , the bu i l d i n g has f l v e -
by-two bays, with m u l t i p l e chimneys, doors on the east or west 
s i d e s , and windows of t a l l e r proportions than the smaller houses. 
The a l t e r a t i o n s to these buildings are s i m i l a r to those seen on the 
Type B houses. There are 4 extant b u i l d i n g s of t h i s type. 
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Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof--with ridgepole 
running east-west--and a corbelled brick chimney located on the 
ridge, just east of center. In several instances the plan is 
two-by-two bays, but these variations appear to be original. The 
brick is laid in common bond, with flat arches above the windows 
and door, corbelling at the cornice, and a watertable. Windows 
are double hung sash, six-over-six, except for small, single 
attic windows in each gable end. The door is located on the 
end of the house, rather than on the street elevation. Most 
houses of this type have a wood shed addition on the rear, one 
room wide, with its own door, also on the end of the house. 
These were added during the Harmonist era, probably shortly 
after construction of the main section of the house. This house 
type retains the best integrity in the district. There are 30 
extant buildings of this type. 

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House: 

Almost identical to Type A except constructed of wood. Buildings 
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The most 
common alterations have been the application of new siding and 
roofing material, the replac e ment of window sash, and occasionally, 
slight changes in window size, the addition o f windows, the addition 
of eave returns, and the addition of a door on the street elevation. 
(The latter two additions occur which such frequency and appear to 
date to such an early era that it is believed these changes were 
made by the Harmonises themselves.) There are 34 extant buildings 
of this type. In spite of the common alterations to thes e wood 
houses, they remain import visual elements in the district street­
scape, both because of their siting relative to the street and 
other Harmonist buildings, and because they retain the basic 
elements of the Harmonises' residential design--form, massing, 
fenestration pattern, and unique structural det~ils. 

TYPE C: Two-story Frame Double House: 

Sited with its gable end toward the street, the building has five­
by-two bays, with multiple chimneys, doors on the east or west 
sides, and windows of taller proportions than the smaller houses. 
The alterations to these buildings are similar to those seen on the 
Type B houses. There are 4 extant buildings of this type. 
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TYPE D; One-story Frame House: 

Small, one-story-with a t t i c house with a two by three bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n , with gable r o o f — r i d g e p o l e perpendicular to the 
s t r e e t — a n d c e n t r a l chimney. There are 2 extant buildings of 
t h i s type. 

Building Inventory; 

1. Feast H a l l , 14th and Church S t r e e t s , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. B u i l t 1826-1828. 

One of the l a r g e s t extant Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , measuring 
118' X 54' and 50' t a l l at the ridgepole, s i t e d at the major 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of the community, t h i s i s a t a l l 2-1/2-story 
building of br i c k with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the 
ridgepole oriented east-west l i k e nearly a l l the Harmonist 
buildings along 14th S t r e e t . One of the few bui l d i n g s with b r i c k 
l a i d in Fle.nish bond. Wood-shlngled roof pierced by dormers, 
with four c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimneys along the ridgepole. Wood cor­
nice i s f i n e l y d e n t l l l e d . Large 6/6 sash windows have o r i g i n a l 
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance ( e a s t end) c o n s i s t s 
of a double door beneath a 7-pane f a n l i g h t with a c l a s s i c a l sur­
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a c u r v i l i n e a r 
motif. Other doors are located at east and west ends of the north 
s i d e . 

C e n t r a l h a l l plan of the f i r s t story remains i n t a c t , with 
s e v e r a l rooms, each with f i r e p l a c e , f l a n k i n g the h a l l . Second 
f l o o r c o n s i s t s almost e n t i r e l y of the a c t u a l f e a s t h a l l (50' x 96 ' ) . 
The 8-bay h a l l i s spanned by an e l l i p t l c a l l y - s h a p a d b a r r e l - v a u l t 
of wood planks pierced by windows on the s i d e s , with engaged 
chamferred p i l a s t e r s joined by e l l i p t i c a l w a l l arches on the north 
and south s i d e s . E a s t and west ends feature trompe I ' o e i l paintings 
of the same co n f i g u r a t i o n , with s i n g l e , r e a l doors at the t h i r d 
f l o o r l e v e l . 

2. Granary, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Contributing, c.1826. 

The building i s 5-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l with a 3x7 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 
The stone and timber c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f i r s t story i s unique 
in the community. Siding on the other f l o o r s i s of wide, p l a i n 
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) i s sheathed 
with wood s h i n g l e s . 
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Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con­
figuration, with gable roof--ridgepole perpendicular to the 
street--and central chimney. There are 2 ext an t buildings of 
this type. 

Building Inventory: 

1. Feast Hall, 14th and Church Streets, Old Economy Village. 
Key. Built 1826-1828. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring 
118' x 54' and SO' tall at the ridgepole, sited at the major 
intersection of the community, this is a tall 2-1/2-story 
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the 
ridgepole oriented east-west like nearly all the Harmonist 
buildings along 14th Street. One of the few buildings with brick 
laid in flemish bond. Wood-shingled roof pierced by dormers, 
with four corbelled brick chimneys along the ridgepole. Wood cor­
nice is finely dentilled. Large 6/6 sash windows have original 
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists 
of a d o uble door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur­
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a curvilinear 
motif. Other doors are located at east and west ends of the north 
side. 

Central hall plan of the first story remains intact, with 
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking the hall. Second 
floor consists almost entirely of the actual feast hall (SO' x 96'). 
The 8-bay hall is spanned by an elliptically-shap ed barrel-vault 
of wood planks pierced by windows on the sides, with engaged 
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on the north 
and south sides. East and west ends feature trompe l'oeil painting s 
of the same configuration, with single, real doors at the third 
floor level. 

2. Granary, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

The building is 5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration. 
The stone and timber construction of the first story is unique 
in the community. Siding on the other floors is of wide, plain 
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) is sheathe d 
with wood shingles. 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
CM2) 

OMB No. 1024-0013 
Expires 10-31-37 

United States Department off the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy National  
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 7 Page 

The I n t e r i o r i s made up of l a r g e , s i n g l e rooms, w i t h a system 
of t w e l v e i n t e r i o r p o s t s , each w i t h f o u r knee braces a t the head, 
e x t e n d i n g up thr o u g h the f i r s t f o u r f l o o r s . There i s a l a r g e 
stone c e l l a r . 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1326. 

One s t o r y - w l t h - a t t i c , r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g of wood s i d i n g of 
beaded board and a gable r o o f , and 6/6 windows. There i s a s i n g l e 
door on the south end, and an a t t i c door above f l a n k e d by l o u v e r e d 
openings. A s m a l l e n t r a n c e h a l l on the south c o n t a i n s a s t a i r t o 
the s t o r a g e l o f t and opens onto a s m a l l room beside i t on the south 
end and a l a r g e room on the n o r t h end. Many of the o r i g i n a l t o o l s 
and equipment remain i n s i d e . 

4. Community K i t c h e n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

One-story r e c t a n g u l a r b u i l d i n g of wood l a p s i d i n g , w i t h a bead 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable r o o f 
( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) has a c e n t r a l , extended s e c t i o n t h a t 
p r o v i d e s v e n t i l a t i o n and m u l t i p l e chimneys. 6/6 windows r e t a i n 
some o r i g i n a l g l a s s . A s i n g l e door i s l o c a t e d i n c e n t r a l bay on 
south s i d e . The o r i g i n a l b r i c k f l o o r , b r i c k and stone cooking 
a r e a , and some o r i g i n a l cooking k e t t l e s are i n t a c t i n s i d e . 

5. T a i l o r Shop and Wine C e l l a r , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

Large t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c , of 7x4 bays w i t h gable r o o f 
( r i d g e p o l e runs e a s t - w e s t ) . B r i c k i s l a i d i n common bond, w i t h 
j a c k arches above windows and doors, and a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d 
c o r n i c e . U n l i k e the o t h e r b u i l d i n g s , t h i s one has a dressed stone 
w a t e r t a b l e above a dressed stone f o u n d a t i o n on the south s i d e 
( f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t ) , but a b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e and p l a i n stone founda­
t i o n on o t h e r s i d e s . Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 
and much of the g l a s s appear t o be o r i g i n a l . Doors are l o c a t e d 
on n o r t h , e a s t , and south e l e v a t i o n s ; those on the n o r t h and south 
are wide and 6 - p a n e l l e d , w i t h four-pane transoms. The top stone 
d o o r s t e p has curved stone d e t a i l i n g ( t h e r e are t h r e e s t e p s ) . The 
east end door leads t o the s t o n e - v a u l t e d wine c e l l a r and i s w i t h i n 
a wood v e s t i b u l e . 
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The interior is made up of large, single rooms, with a system 
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at the head, 
extending up through the first four floors. There is a large 
stone cellar. 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.132~. 

One story-with-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of 
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 windows. There is a single 
door on the south end, and an attic door above flanked by louvered 
openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to 
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it on the south 
end and a large room on the north end. Many of the original tools 
and equipment remain inside. 

4. Community Kitchen, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

One-story rectangular building of wood lap siding, with a bead 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shingled gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that 
provides ventilation and multiple chimneys. 6/6 windows retain 
some original glass. A single door is located in central bay on 
south side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking 
area, and some original cooking kettles are intact inside. 

5. Tailor Shop and Wine Cellar, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick is laid in common bond, with 
jack arches above windows and doors, and a dentilled and corbelled 
cornice. Unlike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone 
watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side 
(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda­
tion on other sides. Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 
and much of the glass appear to be original. Doors are located 
on north, east, and south elevations; those on the north and south 
are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The top stone 
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The 
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine cellar and is within 
a wood vestibule. 
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I n t e r i o r : Some f l o o r i n g i s o r i g i n a l , as w e l l as doors, base­
board, s t a i r c a s e , p l a s t e r , the p u l l e y on a t t i c door, and mantels. 
There are f o u r rooms on each f l o o r w i t h a c e n t e r h a l l r u n n i n g 
n o r t h - s o u t h . O r i g i n a l t o o l s are on d i s p l a y . The l a r g e v a u l t e d 
wine c e l l a r beneath the b u i l d i n g has steep stone steps and a p u l l e y 
mechanism f o r b r i n g i n g casks i n and o u t , a stone f l o o r , and some 
o r i g i n a l wine casks. The v a u l t i s 15' h i g h w i t h s t o n e - v a u l t e d 
p e n e t r a t i o n s s l o p i n g up to the e i g h t windows at grade l e v e l . 

6. S t o r e . Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. 1828. 

This b u i l d i n g was where the Harmonists' many products were 
s o l d to the p u b l i c . I t i s a l a r g e t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c 
of 5x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs east-west) and a 
c e l l a r beneath the western h a l f . The b r i c k i s l a i d i n common 
bond, w i t h j a c k arches above windows and doors, a c o r b e l l e d and 
d e n t l l l e d c o r n i c e , and a b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e . Windows are 8/12, 
double-hung sash; most, i f not a l l , appear to be o r i g i n a l and i n 
the o r i g i n a l frames ( s i l l s may be r e p l a c e m e n t s ) . F i r s t f l o o r 
windows have p l a i n wood s h u t t e r s w i t h an i r o n c l o s i n g mechanism. 
Doors are l o c a t e d on n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s , set h i g h , at the 
w a t e r t a b l e , and have four-pane transoms- L i k e many o t h e r doors 
i n Old Economy V i l l a g e , these are a f l a t 6-panel d e s i g n . Doors 
on the west end of the b u i l d i n g , at the second f l o o r and a t t i c 
l e v e l , a l l o w e d f o r l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g . The f o u n d a t i o n i s of 
dressed stone. 

The four-room per f l o o r w i t h c e n t r a l h a l l p l a n matches t h a t 
of the t a i l o r shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as d i s p l a y 
rooms and o t h e r s as storage f o r l a r g e amounts of t o o l s , equipment, 
and b o t t l e s . 

7. Baker House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. The was o r i g i n a l l y the house of Johannes Langenbacher 
(name changed t o B a k e r ) , the S o c i e t y ' s s t o r e k e e p e r and l a t e r the 
S o c i e t y ' s Senior T r u s t e e when founder George Rapp d i e d i n 1847. 
Altho u g h the house was moved from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e , s e v e r a l yards 
to the west, i n the 1950s when Route 65 r e p l a c e d the R i v e r Road, 
the p r o p e r t y i s p o s i t i o n e d i n r e l a t i o n t o i t s present s i t e as i t 
was p o s i t i o n e d a t i t s nearby h i s t o r i c s i t e , and the g e n e r a l en­
vironment of the new s i t e i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the o r i g i n a l s i t e . 
As an element of the Old Economy Museum r e s t o r a t i o n u n d e r t a k i n g , 
the house forms p a r t of a r e s t o r a t i o n master p l a n , c o n t r i b u t i n g 
to the o v e r a l l impact of the museum complex. 
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Interior: Some flooring is original, as well as doors, base­
board, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door, and mantels. 
There are four rooms on each floor with a center hall running 
north-south. Original tools are on display. The large vaulted 
wine cellar beneath the building has steep stone steps and a pulley 
mechanism for bringing casks in and out, a stone floor, and some 
original wine casks. The vault is 15' high with stone-vaulted 
penetrations sloping up to the eight windows at grade level. 

6. Store. Old Economy Village. 
Key. 1828. 

This building was where the Harmonists' many products were 
sold to the public. It is a large two-story building with attic 
of 5x2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a 
cellar beneath the western half. The brick is laid in common 
bond, with jack arches above windows and doors, a corbelled and 
dentilled cornice, and a brick watertable. Windows are 8/12, 
double-hung sash; most, if not all, appear to be original and in 
the original frames (sills may be replacements). First floor 
windows have plain wood shutters with an iron closing mechanism. 
Doors are located on north and south elevations, set high, at the 
watertable, and have four-pane transoms. Like many other doors 
in Old Economy Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Doors 
on the west end of the building, at the second floor and attic 
level, allowed for loading and unloading. The foundation is of 
dressed stone. 

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that 
of the tailor shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as display 
rooms and others as storage for large amounts of tools, equipment, 
and bottles. 

7. Baker House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. 1826. 

TYPE A. The was originally the house of Johannes Langenbacher 
(name changed to Baker), the Society's storekeeper and later the 
Society's Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died in 1847. 
Although the house was moved from its original site, several yards 
to the west, in the 1950s when Route 65 replaced the River Road, 
the property is positioned in relation to its present site as it 
was positioned at its nearby historic site, and the general en­
vironment of the new site is similar to that of the original site. 
As an element of the Old Economy Museum restoration undertaking, 
the house forms part of a restoration master plan, contributing 
to the overall impact of the museum : complex. 
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8. Shed, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950. 

During the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s one-story, 
wood shed was b u i l t along the l i n e s of a then-extant o r i g i n a l shed 
outside the State-owned property. Because the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n was 
a c c u r a t e l y executed as part of a r e s t o r a t i o n master plan for the Old 
Economy museum, i s s i t e d i n the h i s t o r i c a l l y c o r r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p 
to a Harmonist house, and i s now the only s u r v i v i n g example of 
Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , i t i s considered to be a c o n t r i b u t i n g 
element of the d i s t r i c t . The Harmonists constructed sheds behind 
t h e i r houses to serve as s t a b l e , storage, workspace, and p r i v y . 
This one i s b u i l t of p l a i n wood l a p - s i d i n g with a gable roof, 
ridgepole running east-west. There are f i x e d , multl-paned sash 
windows and s e v e r a l s i n g l e doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. This d i f f e r s from the standard type by having a two, 
r a t h e r than three, bay facade. Moved a short distance and r e s t o r e d 
as part of the museum complex, i t was o r i g i n a l l y the house of 
Jonathan Lenz, one of the S o c i e t y ' s t r u s t e e s . I t s present s i t i n g 
maintains the o r i g i n a l s p a t i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p of the house to other 
houses and to the s t r e e t . As an element of the Old Economy museum 
r e s t o r a t i o n undertaking, thrt house forms part of a r e s t o r a t i o n 
master plan, c o n t r i b u t i n g to the o v e r a l l impact of the museum 
complex. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Contributing, c.1828. 

Two-story, 3x1 bay b u i l d i n g with gable roof (ridgepole runs e a s t -
west) of wood lap s i d i n g of v a r i e d widths with a beaded lower 
edge. This i s the only frame bu i l d i n g with I t s o r i g i n a l clapboards 
with beaded bottom edges intact.' I t had not been used for many 
years before the r e s t o r a t i o n , and r e t a i n e d considerable a r c h i t e c ­
t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . Windows are 6/6, double-hung; there i s a wide 
c e n t r a l door on the south s i d e . The i n t e r i o r r e t a i n s e x c e l l e n t 
I n t e g r i t y ; a c e n t r a l supporting post has chamfered edges, as 
seen on the p i l a s t e r s i n the Feast H a l l and the Church. The 
b u i l d i n g i s f i l l e d with Harraoaist tools and equipment. 
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During the restoration of Old Economy Village, this one-story, 
wood shed was built along the lines of a then-extant original shed 
outside the State-owned property. Because the reconstruction was 
accurately executed as part of a restoration master plan for the Old 
Economy museum, is sited in the historically correct relationship 
to a Harmonist house, and is now the only surviving example of 
Harmonist shed structure, it is considered to be a contributing 
element of the district. The Harmonists constructed sheds behind 
their houses to serve as stable, storage, workspace, and privy. 
This one is built of plain wood lap-siding with a gable roof, 
ridgepole running east-west. There are fixed, multi-paned sash 
windows and several single doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. This differs from the standard type by having a two, 
rather than three, bay facade. Moved a short distance and restored 
as part of the museum complex, it was originally the house of 
Jonathan Lenz, one of the Society's trustees. Its present siting 
maintains the original spatial relatJonship of the house to other 
houses and to the street. As an element of the Old Economy museum 
restoration undertakine, th~ house forms part of a restoration 
master plan, contributing to the overall impact of the museum 
complex. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Two-story, 3xl bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east­
west) of wood lap siding of varied widths with a beaded lower 
edge. This is the only frame building with its original clapboards 
with beaded bottom edges intact: It had not been used for many 
years before the restoration, and retained considerable architec­
tural integrity. Windows are 6/6, double-hung; there is a wide 
central door on the south side. The interior retains excellent 
integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as 
seen on the pilasters in the Feast Hall and the Church. The 
building is filled with Harmonist tools and equipment. 
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11. Great House. Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. c. 1826. 

The b u i l d i n g served p r i m a r i l y is a resid e n c e f o r George and 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp (and l a t e r , the Trustees of the S o c i e t y ) and secon­
d a r i l y as the showplace of the Harmony S o c i e t y . V i s i t o r s were 
o f t e n e n t e r t a i n e d i n t h i s b u i l d i n g by the Rapps. 

This l a r g e r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i s composed of two a d j o i n i n g 
s e c t i o n s : the long s e c t i o n f a c i n g Church S t r e e t known as the 
George Rapp House, and the s m a l l e r , but t a l l e r s e c t i o n , s i t e d 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y to i t on i t s n o r t h end, known as the F r e d e r i c k 
Rapp House . 

The George Rapp House was the f i r s t t o be b u i l t and c o n s i s t s 
of a t w o - s t o r y , s i x - b a y s e c t i o n f l a n k e d by o n e - s t o r y wings on the 
n o r t h and south ends. Of b r i c k l a i d i n Flemish bond, i t has a 
gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e r u n n i n g n o r t h - s o u t h ) t r u n c a t e d a t the ends, 
b r i c k chimneys at the r i d g e p o l e , h i p - r o o f e d dormers, a d e n t l l l e d 
b r i c k c o r n i c e ; and a dressed stone f o u n d a t i o n . There i s a two-
s t o r y porch on the west e l e v a t i o n , f a c i n g the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n known as the V a u l t Room, b u i l t I n about 
1858 to house the Harmonist s a f e . Windows are 6/6, double hung 
w i t h b r i c k j a c k - a r c h l i n t e l s . The main entrance on the east e l e ­
v a t i o n has a pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h f a n l i g h t ; s i m i l a r 
f l a n k i n g doors on the n o r t h and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has been r e s t o r e d and f e a t u r e s more 
el e g a n t d e t a i l i n g than i s found i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist houses. 
Three separate money v a u l t s are l o c a t e d i n the basement of the 
house: one beneath the George Rapp s e c t i o n , and two beneath the 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp s e c t i o n . The l a t t e r s e c t i o n of the house was b u i l t 
as the n o r t h wing of the George Rapp's house and i s a t a l l , 2-1/2 
s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g w i t h b r i d g e d chimneys, dormers, and 
s t y l i s t i c elements not found on o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . As on 
the Feast H a l l and the George Rapp s e c t i o n , the b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
Flemish bond, w i t h l a r g e j a c k arches above windows and doors, and 
a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e . Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are u n u s u a l l y w e l l - d e t a i l e d , w i t h a grace­
f u l l y - c u r v e d bottom s t e p . The south door has a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved p i l a s t e r s w i t h " b u l l s - e y e " corner blocks. 
I t s steps are a l s o c a r e f u l l y carved. 

The e i g h t - r o o m i n t e r i o r has been r e s t o r e d . 

I n the 1880s, the r o o f of the George Rapp s e c t i o n was changed 
to a simple gable and v a r i o u s o t h e r changes were made. During 
the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , the r o o f was r e b u i l t t o 
i t s o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . Numerous o t h e r r e s t o r a t i o n items 
were undertaken a t t h i s tl^ae as w e l l . 
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The building served primarily a s a residence for George and 
Frederick Rapp (and later, the Trustees of the Society) and secon­
darily as the showplace of the Harmony Society. Visitors were 
often entertained in this building by the Rapps. 

This large residential building is composed of two adjoining 
sections: the long section facing Church Street known as the 
George Rapp House, and the smaller, but taller section, sited 
perpendicularly to it on its north end, known as the Frederick 
Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the first to be built and consists 
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings on the 
north and south ends. Of brick laid in Flemish bond, it has a 
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) truncated at the ends, 
brick chimneys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentilled 
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There is a two­
story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 story brick addition known as the Vault Room, built in ahout 
1858 to house the Harmonist safe. Windows are 6/6, double hung 
with brick jack-arch lintels. The main entrance on the east ele­
vation has a pedimented frontispiece with fanlight; similar 
flanking doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The interior of the house has been restored and features more 
elegant detailing than is found in the typical Harmonist houses. 
Three separate money vaults are located in the basement of the 
house: one beneath the George Rapp section, and two beneath the 
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of the house was built 
as the north wing of the George Rapp's house and is a tall, 2-1/2 
story gable-roofed building with bridged chimneys, dormers, and 
stylistic elements not found on other Harmonist buildings. As on 
the Feast Hall and the George Rapp section, the brick is laid in 
Flemish bond, with large jack arches above windows and doors, and 
a dentilled and corbelled cornice. Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are unusually well-detailed, with a grace­
fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks. 
Its steps are also carefully carved. 

The eight-room interior has been restored. 

In the 1880s, the roof of the George Rapp section was changed 
to a simple gable and various other cha nies were made. Durin$ 
the restoration of Old Economy Village, the roof was rebuilt to 
its original configuration. Numer~~s other restoration items 
were undertaken at this tl~e as well. 
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12. Summer Kitchen, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Non-Contributing, c.1825, 1950. 

A l a r g e l y r e b u i l t one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame b u i l d i n g 
of wood s i d i n g w i t h a beaded lower edge. I t o r i g i n a l l y contained 
a summer k i t c h e n , workshop, t o o l and wood storage area, and chicken 
coop. The k i t c h e n area remained l a r g e l y i n t a c t at the time of 
r e s t o r a t i o n and restored; the other rooms, however, were made i n t o 
modern restrooms. 

13. Carriage House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1330. 

A t a l l , gable-roofed frame b u i l d i n g s i t e d at the southeast corner 
of the museum s i t e w i t h double doors located on the north side. I t 
required r e s t o r a t i o n c.1950 to remove a l t e r a t i o n s made when the 
b u i l d i n g was converted to a residence i n the 1890s. The o r i g i n a l 
timber frame remained i i ^ t a c t , however, and the s i t e i s o r i g i n a l , 
although the b u i l d i n g had been raised about four feet when a second 
f l o o r was added. 

14. Garden P a v i l i o n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950. 

A c l a s s i c a l , hexagonal stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h arched openings and 
a f l a t roof topped by s i x stone vases, s i t e d at the cent^^r oF the 
Society garden. The p a v i l i o n was disassembled and an exact r e p l i c a 
b u i l t during the museum r e s t o r a t i o n because of the extreme d e t e r i o r ­
a t i o n . Stone copies of the o r i g i n a l wooden roof f i n i a l s were 
mounted i n 1966 (the o r i g i n a l wooden f i n i a l s , carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of P h i l a d e l p h i a , are i n the museum). A plan i n the Harmony 
Society Archives shows tha t the p a v i l i o n was o r i g i n a l l y designed 
w i t h a hexagonal domed ro o f , but t h i s i s not known to have been 
b u i l t . The garden p a v i l i o n was the f o c a l point of the Harmonists' 
garden, c a l l e d by one landscape expert the most impressive garden 
of i t s era west of the Alleghenies. I t w-is created and appreciated 
f o r a l l e g o r i c a l as w e l l as aesthetic reasons, the beauty of the 
garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devotion 
to God. ( S p e c i f i c s t r u c t u r e s , such as the Grotto and the l a b y r i n t h 
e x h i b i t t h i s idea more c l e a r l y . ) The surrounding garden featured a 
simple path system r a d i a t i n g from tha p a v i l i o n that d i v i d e d the 
garden i n t o four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone 
g r o t t o , arbors, and numerous v a r i e t i e s of f r u i t t r e e s , shrubs, ever­
greens, and f l o w e r s . (See also: Grotto, #15). 
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A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building 
of wood siding with a beaded lower edge. It originally contained 
a summer kitchen, workshop, tool and wood storage area, and chicken 
coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at the time of 
restoration and restored; the other rooms, however, were made into 
modern restrooms. 

13. Carriage House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

A tall, gable-roofed frame building sited at the southeast corner 
of the museum site with double doors located on the north side. It 
required restoration c.1950 to remove alterations made when the 
building was converted to a residence in the 1890s. The original 
timber frame remained irttact, however, and the site is original, 
although the building had been raised about four feet when a second 
floor was added. 

14. Garden Pavilion, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950. 

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched openings dud 
a f 1 at roof topped by s ix s tone vases , s i t e d at the c e ,1 t •~ r ,) f' t h ~ 
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica 
built during the museum restoration because of the extreme deterior­
ation. Stone copies of the original wooden roof finials were 
mounted in 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of Philade lphla, are in the museum). A plan in the Har mony 
Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed 
with a hexagonal domed roof, but this is not known to have been 
built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists' 
garden, called by one landscape expert the most impressive garden 
of its era west of the Alleghenies. It wa s c reated and appreciated 
for allegorical as well as aesthetic rea s ons, the beauty of the 
garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devotion 
to God. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto and the labyrinth 
exhibit this idea more clearly.) The surrounding garden featured a 
simple pa th system radiating f r o ,n t ~1e pa vi lion that divided the 
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone 
grotto, arbors, and numerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever­
greens, and flowers. (See also: Grotto, #15). 
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15. Grotto, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

B u i l t as a place f o r meditation i n a corner of the Society's 
garden, the one-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an al l e g o r y 
of Harmonist philosophy. The round s t r u c t u r e i s 17' i n diameter 
wit h a conical r o o f , o r i g i n a l l y thatched. Frederick Rapp b u i l t 
the Grotto f o r George Rapp, commissioning William Jenkins of P i t t s ­
burgh f o r the f i n e i n t e r i o r ornamental p l a s t e r work. The rough 
e x t e r i o r was Intended to suggest the s i m p l i c i t y of the Harmonist 
l i f e s t y l e ; the r e f i n e d I n t e r i o r , the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 
s p i r i t . I t i s the only example of the Greek Revival s t y l e i n any 
of the Harmonists' settlements. 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruetion. 

A small b r i c k and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Non-Contributing, c.1828. 

TYPE A. Like the Lenz house ( # 9 ) , t h i s d i f f e r s from the t y p i c a l 
Type A i n having a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . I t was was moved onto 
the museum property from several blocks away. Though d e t e r i o r a t e d , 
i t r e t a i n s most of the basic Harmonist featur e s . I t s present s i t i n g , 
however, bears l i t t l e r e l a t i o n to i t s o r i g i n a l s i t i n g . 

18. U t i l i t y Shed. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruetion. 

This one-story, gable-roofed b u i l d i n g of board and batten s i d i n g 
b u i l d i n g was r e b u i l t along the l i n e s of the o r i g i n a l , which housed 
the Society's f i r e engine and other f i r e - f i g h t i n g equipment. 

19. Maintenance B u i l d i n g . 
Non-Contributing, c.1965. 

A frame s t r u c t u r e of one-story b u i l t to complement the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s while serving the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 
I t east end i s attached to the Warehouse. 

20. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This was reconstructed from e a r l y photographs of an o r i g i n a l com­
munity waterpump. 
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Built as a place for meditation in a corner of the Society's 
garden, the one-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory 
of Harmonist philosophy. The round structure is 17' in diameter 
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built 
the Grotto for George Rapp, commissioning William Jenkins of Pitts­
burgh for the fine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough 
exterior was intended to suggest the simplicity of the Harmonist 
lifestyle; the reflned interior, the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 
spirit. It is the only example of the Greek Revival style in any 
of the Harmonists' settlements. 

16. ~ake Oven, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

A small brick and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Like the Lenz house (#9), this differs from the typical 
Type A in having a 2x2 bay configuration. It was was moved onto 
the museum property from several blocks away. Though deteriorated, 
it retains most of the basic Harmonist features. Its present siting, 
however, bears little relation to its original siting. 

18. Utility Shed. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board and batten siding 
building was rebuilt along the lines of the original, which housed 
the Society's fire engine and other fire-fighting equipment. 

19. Maintenance Building. 
Non-Contributing. c.1965. 

A frame structure of one-story built to co~plement the Harmonist 
buildings while serving the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 
It east end is attached to the Warehouse. 

20. Waterpump, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com­
munity waterpump. 
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21. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

A p a r t i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of an o r i g i n a l pump based on e a r l y photo­
graphs. The i r o n work and the s i t e are o r i g i n a l , and t h i s i s the 
o n l y r e m a i n i n g example of a Harmonist waterpump, a remnant of the 
S o c i e t y ' s e x t e n s i v e town water system. 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

A s m a l l , o n e - s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g s e r v i n g as a p o t t i n g shed and 
sto r e h o u s e , f r o n t s a inodern greenhouse e x t e n s i o n s on the south and 
east s i d e s . 

23. 70 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Desp i t e b r i c k r e - s i d i n g and o t h e r a l t e r a t i o n s , the 
house m a i n t a i n s i t s b a s i c Harmonist form and r e i n f o r c e s the s t r e e t ­
scape, a n c h o r i n g the d i s t r i c t ' s southwest c o r n e r . 

24. 78-80 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, r e - s i d e d with 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was probably b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th century 
to house l a b o r e r s from outside the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not evident i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 

25. 84 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1940 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . 

26. 86-88 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1870. 

Two-story, s l x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s l d e d w i t h 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was p r o b a b l y b u i l t i n tha l a t e 19th c e n t u r y 
to house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 
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A partial reconstruction of an original pump based on early photo­
graphs. The iron work and the site are original, and this is the 
only remaining example of a Harmonist waterpump, a remnant of the 
Society's extensive town water system. 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and 
storehouse, fronts a modern greenhouse extensions on the south and 
east sides. 

23. 70 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite brick re-siding and other alterations, the 
house maintains its basic Harmonist form and reinforces the street­
scape, anchoring the district's southwest corner. 

24. 78-80 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical siding. Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the late 19th century 
to house laborers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its original site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the district of 1893. 

25. 84 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1940 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Harmonist buildings. 

26. 86-88 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical siding. Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the late 19th century 
to house laborers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its original site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the district of 1893. 
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27. 98 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite t y p i c a l r e m o d e l l i n g , the house remains an 
i m p o r t a n t element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , a n c h o r i n g the south­
west corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 

28. 186 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Gener­
a l l y , i n t e g r i t y i s good and the yard space i s i n t a c t . " J u i n 8, 
1830" i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c . 

29. 189 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite t y p i c a l r e m o d e l l i n g , the house remains an 
im p o r t a n t element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , a n c h o r i n g the no r t h ­
east corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 

30. 193 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. I m p o r t a n t as an element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , 
r e i n f o r c i n g the r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . 

31. 194 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. I m p o r t a n t as aa element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , 
r e i n f o r c i n g the r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . 

32. 197 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1930. 

2-1/2 s t o r y , b r i c k Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. The o r i g i n a l wood s i d i n g i s v i s i b l e beneath modern 
aluminum and wood s i d i n g . This b u i l d i n g may have been moved about 
ten f e e t when a d j a c e n t Maplewood Avenue was l a i d out c.1905. I t 
i s s i t e d u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y c l o s e to the n e i g h b o r i n g Harmonist 
house, yet I t r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l o r i e n t a t i o n to the s t r e e t and 
p r e s e n t l y f u n c t i o n s as an anchor of i t s b l o c k . 
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TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, the house remains an 
important element of the Harmonist streetscape, anchoring the south­
west corner of 12th and Church Streets. 

28. 186 12th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the street elevation. Gener­
ally, integrity is good and the yard space is intact. "Juin 8, 
1830" is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 

29. 189 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, the house remains an 
important element of the Harmonist streetscape, anchoring the north­
east corner of 12th and Church Streets. 

30. 193 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Important as an element in the Harmonist streetscape, 
reinforcing the regular pattern of solid and voi<l. 

31. 194 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Important as <111 el 1~1n ent in the Harmonist streetscape, 
reinforcing the regular pattern of solid and votd. 

32. 197 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1930. 

2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. The original wood siding is visible beneath modern 
aluminum and wood siding. This building may have been moved about 
ten feet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was laid out c.1905. It 
is sited uncharacteristically close to the neighboring Harmoni st 
house, yet it retains its original orientation to the street and 
presently functions as an anchor of .: its block. 
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34. 199 12th Street. 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE B. 

35. 278 12th Street. 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE D. 

36. 280 12th Street. 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE B. Unusually sited with i t s roof ridgepole perpendicular 
to the street, matching the orientation of the Harmonist building 
next door (building #35). I t retains i t s basic Harmonist form and 
2x3 bay configuration. 

37. 281 12th Street (street address uncertain; tax parcel #11-04-502). 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE D. Recently remodelled, though i t s basic dimensions and 
form remain i a t a c t , and i t echoes a similar Type D building 
d i r e c t l y across the street (building #35). 

38. 283 12th Street. 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE B. This i s the only Harmonist frame house in the d i s t r i c t 
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an 
especially good idea of the original appearance of these houses. 

39. Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets, 
Northwest corner. 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been replaced; f i r s t floor has 
been altered to accommodate commercial use. 

40. 1198 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. I t s Integrity remains excellent and I t i s a continuation 
of the Harmonist 12th Street streetscape. On the house's east end, 
every other brick header i s blackened, creating a decorative pattern, 
A German insc r i p t i o n in the mortar In the a t t i c reads "July 5, in 
the year of God, 1830." . 
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TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendicular 
to the street, matching the orientation of the Harmonist building 
next door (building #35). It retains its basic Harmonist form and 
2x3 bay configuration. 

37. 281 12th Street (street address uncertain; tax parcel #11-04-502). 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE o. Recently remodelled, though its basic dimensions and 
form remain intact, and it echoes a similar Type D building 
directly across the street (building #35). 

38. 283 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. This is the only Harmonist frame house in the district 
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an 
~specially good idea of the original appearance of these houses. 

39. Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets, 
Northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been replaced; first floor has 
been altered to accommodate commercial use. 

40. 1198 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Its integrity remains excellent and it is a continuation 
of the Harmonist 12th Street streetscape. On the house's east end, 
every other brick header is blackened, creating a decorative pattern. 
A German inscription in the mortar in the attic reads "July 5, in 
the year of God, 1830." 
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41. 1219 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. 1919. 

Two-story b r i c k cominercial b u i l d i n g , attached on i t s north side 
to a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant Street. 

42. 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. I t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y has been impaired on the 
Merchant Street facade by a l t e r a t i o n s made to transform the former 
house i n t o a commercial b u i l d i n g . Nevertheless, i t s s i t i n g i s 
i n t a c t and re i n f o r c e s the Harmonist town plan by anchoring the 
middle of the block. I t s Harmonist design features remain I n t a c t 
on the exposed, north side e l e v a t i o n . 

43. 284 Wagner Str e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This i s a Harmonist b u i l d i n g , (says the present 
occupant), but a massive e x t e r i o r remodelling has obscured any 
Harmonist features. A steep c e n t r a l staircase inside i s s i m i l a r 
i n steepness to the t y p i c a l Harmonist s t a i r c a s e . The b u i l d i n g does 
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and i t s Harmonist 
a u t h e n t i c i t y has yet to be documented. 

44. 1204 Church St r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1915. 

T w o - s t o r y b r i c k F o u r s q u a r e . 

45. 1216 Church Street. 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual i n not having a frame a d d i t i o n on i t s rear. 

46. Wagner Str e e t , east of 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . Date undetermined, probably c.1880. 

Small, one-story frame shed w i t h a gable roof and covelap s i d i n g . 
While i t s exact date i s unknown, i t obviously dates to tha Haciaonlst 
period (probably l a t e 19th century) and features the same bracketed 
wood hood seen over the doors of many of the Harmonist houses. As 
an a d d i t i o n a l Harmonist b u i l d i n g type and one of the only remaining 
u t i l i t a r i a n s t r u c t u r e s i t c o n t r i b u t e s to the d i s t r i c t . 
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Two-story brick com~ercial building, attached on its north side 
to a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant Street. 

42. 1221 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Its architectural integrity has been impaired on the 
Merchant Street facade by alterations made to transform the former 
house into a commercial building. Nevertheless, its siting is 
intact and reinforces the Harmonist town plan by anchoring the 
middle of the blo c k. Its Harmonist design features remain intact 
on the exposed, north side elevation. 

43. 284 Wagner Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This is a Harmonist building, (says the present 
occupant), but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured any 
Harmonist features. A steep central staircase inside is similar 
in steepness to the typical Harmonist staircase. The building d0 e s 
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and its Harmonist 
authenticity has yet to be documented. 

44. 1204 Church Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1915. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

45. 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual in not having a frame addition on its rear. 

46. Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. Date undetermined, probably c.1880. 

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap siding. 
While its exact date is unknown, it obviously dates to the Har~onist 
period (probably late 19th century) and features the same bracketed 
wood hood seen over the doors of many of the Harmonist houses. As 
an additional Harmonist building type and one of the only remaining 
utilitarian structures it contributes to the district. 
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47. 98 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Some o r i g i n a l window frames are I n t a c t . Has a r e a r 
a d d i t i o n of l a t e r d a t e . 

48. 260 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d . Some o r i g i n a l window frames and 
the o r i g i n a l s i x - p a n e l l e d door and frame on the east end are i n ­
t a c t . T h i s i s a l s o one of the few houses t h a t r e t a i n s a t l e a s t 
p a r t of i t s o r i g i n a l garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. A o n e - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o a on the south end of the 
b u i l d i n g was the S o c i e t y ' s l a s t bakery, from 1903-1905, a c c o r d i n g 
t o the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e . 

50. 273 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE C. Has been r e - s l d e d w i t h a s p h a l t . 

5 1 . 274 13ch S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1920. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist house of c o n c r e t e b l o c k . 

52. 276 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

53. 278 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Foursquare. 

54. 284 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830 

TYPE C. De s p i t e a s p h a l t s i d i n g , the house i s an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 
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TYPE A. Some original window frames are intact. Has a rear 
addition of later date. 

48. 260 13th Street. 
Contrtbuting. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted. Some original window frames and 
the original six-panelled door and frame on the east end are in­
tact. This is also one of the few houses that retains at least 
part of its original garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE c. A one-story brick addition on the south end of the 
building was the Society's last bakery, from 1903-1905, according 
to the former curator of Old Economy Village. 

50. 273 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE c. Has been re-sided with asphalt. 

51. 274 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist house of concrete block. 

52. 276 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house. 

53. 278 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare. 

54. 284 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830 

TYPE c. Despite asphalt siding, the house is an important 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 
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55. 286 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

56. Mad Anthony's B i e r Stube, Merchant S t r e e t and 13th S t r e e t , 
southwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had a l t e r a t i o n s t o accommodate commercial use, 
but i t s o r i g i n a l form i s i n t a c t ; some o r i g i n a l window frames are 
i n t a c t on the second f l o o r . 

57. 1240 Merchant S t r e e t ( s o u t h e a s t c orner of Merchant & I 3 t h S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e has been covered by wood s o f f i t 
and f a s c i a w i t h eave r e t u r n s , and a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n i s 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite an aluminum-clad s o f f i t and f a s c i a , the house 
remains an I m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

59. 314 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite a t w o - s t o r y porch, added on the east end, the 
house remains an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t ­
scape. There i s a o n e - s t o r y frame shed i n the r e a r . 

60. 316 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r l b u t l n g . 

Two-story, e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y b r i c k d w e l l i n g . 

61. 322 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of c o n s t r u c t i o n i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c . 
There i s a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the south s i d e . 
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56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street, 
southwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had alterations to accommodate commercial use, 
but its original form is intact; some original window frames are 
intact on the second floor. 

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & 13th Streets). 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit 
and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick addition is 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite an aluminum-clad soffit and fascia, the house 
remains an important visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

59. 314 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite a two-story porch, added on the east end, the 
house remains an important visual element in the Harmonist str ee t­
scape. There is a one-story frame shed in the rear. 

60. 316 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling. 

61. 322 13th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of construction is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 
There is a two-story brick addition on the south side. 
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62. 328 13th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , the house remains an im­
portant v i s u a l elaiaent i n the 13th S t r e e t s t r e e t s c a p e , one of the 
most v i s u a l l y homogenous Harmonist blocks i n the d i s t r i c t . 

63. 332 13th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g with gable 
roof may be a converted Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , but t h i s has not 
been s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

64. 336 13th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE B. A l t e r a t i o n s s i m i l a r to those at 328 13th S t r e e t (see 
b u i l d i n g #62), but remains a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element of the 
Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

65. S t . John's Lutheran Church of Old Economy and Rectory, 
1320 Church S t r e e t . 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design i s a t t r i b u t e d to F r e d e r i c k Rapp. As the 
r e l i g i o u s f o c a l point of the Harmonist s o c i e t y , t h i s i s the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g outside of Old Economy V i l l a g e . I t i s a l s o 
one of the few b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n i n g good I n t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y . 

Of 3x5 bays, and one t a l l s t o ry, the b r i c k church has a m u l t i -
s t o r i e d clock and b e l l tower at i t s west end, facing Church S t r e e t . 
The main s e c t i o n of the church has a gable roof, i t s ridgepole 
perpendicular to Church S t r e e t . I t s red-orange b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
common bond, with jack arches above the l a r g e , 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (most of which appear to be o r i g i n a l , although the 
s i l l s have been replaced or covered with c o n c r e t e ) . Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south e l e v a t i o n (along Creese 
S t r e e t ) , there i s an arched window i n the c e n t r a l bay of t h i c k , 
multl-paned c l e a r g l a s s . The wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a have d e n t i l s 
and brackets on the north and south ( s i d e ) e l e v a t i o n s ; the eaves 
are returned on the east (end) e l e v a t i o n . 
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TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, the house remains an im­
portant visual ele1nent in the 13th Street streetscape, one of the 
most visually homogenous Harmonist blocks in the district. 

63. 332 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable 
roof may be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this has not 
been substantiated. 

64. 336 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Alterations similar to those at 328 13th Street (see 
building #62), but remains a significant visual element of the 
Harmonist streetscape. 

65. St. John's Lutheran Church of Old Economy and Rectory, 
1320 Church Street. 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design is attributed to Frederick Rapp. As the 
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this is the most 
significant building outside of Old Economy Village. It is also 
one of the few buildings retaining good interior architectural 
integrity. 

Of 3x5 bays, and one tall story, the brick church has a multi­
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street. 
The main section of the church has a gable roof, its ridgepole 
perpendicular to Church Street. Its red-orange brick is laid in 
common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (most of which appear to be original, although the 
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south elevation (along Creese 
Street), there is an arched window in the central bay of thick, 
multi-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have <lentils 
and brackets on the north and south (side) elevations; the eaves 
are returned on the east (end) elevation. 
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The tower has a f i r s t - s t o r y of stone, cut i n rectangular 
blocks, a three - s t o r y shaft of b r i c k , and a wide wood cornice 
beneath the clock tower, w i t h b e l l - c a s t - r o o f e d octagonal cupola, 
topped by a smaller matching cupola. 

The I n t e r i o r i n t e g r i t y i s good to e x c e l l e n t . The b a r r e l -
vaulted c e i l i n g i s a Harmonist design feature seen also i n tha 
Feast H a l l . Tha vau l t " r e s t s " on wood p i l a s t e r s w i t h chamfered 
corners and simple cornices; these columns frame each window 
bay. The f l a t - t o p p e d windows are set w i t h i n shallow w a l l arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the o r i g i n a l . The a l t a r , stained 
glass, and organ are of l a t e r vintage. There i s a square balcony 
centered on the west side of the nave, w i t h p a n e l l i n g and a r a i l i n g 
of turned posts. The nave i s attached on the north side to the 
large , newer part of the church, but the o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r north 
w a l l has been r e t a i n e d . An e l l i p t i c a l window, one of the most 
sop h i s t i c a t e d decorative features i n the community, tops the c e n t r a l 
door on t h i s e l e v a t i o n . 

The clock tower has walls approximately 3' t h i c k at the base. 
Plaster walls on the ground l e v e l give way to b r i c k above. Much 
of the o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e , h e a v i l y worn, i s i n t a c t . The operating 
clock r e t a i n s many of the o r i g i n a l pieces, and is s t i l l wound by 
hand d a i l y . The two b e l l s , i n tha tower above the clock, were 
forged i n P i t t s b u r g h . 

The modern church a d d i t i o n i s s i t e d to the east of the Harmonist 
one, and a small, detached r e c t o r y i s s i t e d on the same l o t to the 
north of the Harmonist Church. 

66. 1398 Church Street. 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. Currently undergoing a complete r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
e x t e r i o r and a p a r t i a l i n t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n . The recent removal 
of the s i d i n g on the shed a d d i t i o n revealed that the timbers 
used i n c o n s t r u c t i o n were numbered w i t h Roman numerals i n the 
t y p i c a l Harmonist manner j u s t as on the main sections of 
bu i l d i n g s . This suggests that many of these shed addi t i o n s may 
have been b u i l t at tha same time, probably at a rather e a r l y 
date when there were many Harmonists l i v i n g i n the d i s t r i c t . 
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The tower has a first-stocy of stone, cut in rectangular 
blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wide wood cornice 
beneath the clock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupola, 
topped by a smaller matching cupola. 

The interior integrity is good to excellent. The barrel­
vaulted ceiling is a Harmonist design feature seen also in the 
Feast Ha ll. The vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered 
corners and simple cornices; these columns frame each window 
bay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the original. The altar, stained 
glass, and organ are of later vintage. There is a square balcony 
centered on the west side of the nave, with panelling and a railing 
of turned posts. The nave is attached on the north ~ide to the 
large, newer part of the church, but the original exterior north 
wall has been retained. An elliptical window, one of the most 
sophisticated decorative features in the community, tops the central 
door on this elevation. 

The clock tower has walls approximately 3' thick at the base. 
Plaster walls on the ground level give way to brick above. Much 
of the original staircase, heavily worn, is intact. The operating 
clock retains many of the original pieces, and ls still wound by 
hand daily. The two bells, in the tower above the clock, were 
forged in Pittsburgh. 

The modern church addition is sited to the east of the Harmonist 
one, and a small, detached rectory is sited on the same lot to the 
north of the Harmonist Church. 

66. 1398 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Currently undergoing a complete restoration of the 
exterior and a partial interior restoration. The recent removal 
of the siding on the shed addition revealed that the timbers 
used in construction were numbered with Roman numerals in the 
typical Harmonist manner just as on the main sections of 
buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions may 
have been built at the ~ame time, probably at a rather e a rly 
date when there were many Harmonists living in the district. 
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67. 14th and Church S t r e e t s , northwest corner. 
Contributing. 1826. 

TYPE A. Located at the major i n t e r s e c t i o n of Economy, t h i s I s 
the e a r l i e s t dated b r i c k house i n the community. Mortar in the 
a t t i c on tha west gable end i s i n s c r i b e d "May 8, 1826." The 
buil d i n g has been p a r t i a l l y r estored by Harmonle A s s o c i a t e s , a 
l o c a l non-profit organiz ation which helps to support Old Economy 
V i l l a g e . 

68. 267 14th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE A. I n t e r i o r has good i n t e g r i t y . Has a l a r g e , two-story 
frame addition on the rear (north) e l e v a t i o n , probably l a t e 19th 
century. The house i s unusual for i t s large and r e l a t i v e l y 
f i n i s h e d basement. Because of i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n and e a r l y 
date of c o n s t r u c t i o n , the basement of t h i s house may have been 
used for storage of wine or other goods u n t i l the completion 
of the community store and wine c e l l a r . 

69. 268 14th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1910. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE A. A s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t ­
scape . 

71. 271 14th S t r e e t . 
Contributing. 

TYPE D. Of unc e r t a i n age, t h i s b u i l d i n g may have bean one .if 
the s i x s i n g l e - s t o r y frame houses b u i l t by the Society by 1833; 
i t has tha same north-south o r i e n t a t i o n and approximate s i z e . I t 
i s known that i t served as a doctor's o f f i c e for a time, although 
the store ( i n Old Economy V i l l a g e ) a l s o contained a doctor's o f f i c e . 
One map l a b e l s t h i s s t r u c t u r e a " h o s p i t a l . " This one-story, gable-
end-to-street c o n f i g u r a t i o n seems to have been common for Harmonist 
workshops and other small n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s . I n the 
Soc i e t y ' s r e a l - e s t a t e inventory of 1833, there i s a doctor's shop 
l i s t e d I n d i v i d u a l l y at $100.00. 
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TYPE A. Located at the major intersection of Economy, this is 
the earliest dated brick house in the community. Mortar in the 
attic on the west gable end is inscribed "May 8, 1826." The 
building has been partially restored by Harmonie Associates, a 
local non-profit organization which helps to support Old Economy 
Village. 

68. 267 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Interior has good integrity. Has a large, two-story 
frame addition on the rear (north) elevation, probably late 19th 
century. The house is unusual for its large and relatively 
finished basement. Because of its central location and early 
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been 
used for storage of wine or other goods until the completion 
of the community store and wine cellar. 

69. 268 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. A significant visual element in the Harmonist street­
scape. 

71. 271 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

TYPED. Of uncertain age, this building may have been one n f 
the six single-story frame houses built by the Society by 1833; 
it has the same north-south orientation and approximate size. It 
is known that it served as a doctor's office for a time, although 
the store (in Old Economy Village) also contained a d oc tor'A office. 
One map labels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable­
end-to-street configuration seems to have been common for Harmonist 
workshops and other small non-residential buildings. In the 
Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there is a doctor's shop 
listed individually at $100.00. 
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72. 272 14th S t r e e t . 
Noa-Contrlbuting. c.1950. 

1-1/2 story modern br i c k house. 

73. 273 14th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1900. 

Two-story, frame bui l d i n g with a storefront-type facade, sheathed 
in aluminum s i d i n g . 

74. 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1825. 

George Rapp, the S o c i e t y ' s founder, l i v e d i n t h i s house for a 
short time immediately p r i o r to the completion of the Great House 
(on the grounds of the present museum complex) i n 1826. I n 1826, 
t h i s house was described as being e l e g a n t l y furnished and having 
P h i l a d e l p h i a wallpaper. I t i s a two-story, 6x2 bay buil d i n g with 
gable roof, ridgepole p a r a l l e l to 14th S t r e e t , running north-
south. The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are covered with i n s u l b r l c k , there i s 
a wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a on door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There 
i s one-story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch. 
The o r l g l a a l foundation m a t e r i a l has been covered by concrete block 
and b r i c k . 

75. 277 14th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1825. 

P r i o r to the e r e c t i o n of tha Great House, F r e d e r i c k Rapp, Society 
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business leader of the 
Society, l i v e d here. The house i s a two-story, 5x2 bay building 
with gable roof, ridgepole p a r a l l e l to 14th S t r e e t . There are 
wood eave r e t u r n s . Windows are one-over-one, double-huag sash with 
wood surrouads that appear to date c.1880. A s i n g l e door i s located 
i n a c e n t r a l bay on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There are one-story, 
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the b u i l d i n g . 
The stone foundation i s v i s i b l e on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Attached 
to the rear of t h i s house i s a two-story, 3x2 bay house ( f a c i n g 
Boyleston S t r e e t ) of wood covelap s i d i n g and gable roof, with i t s 
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston S t r e e t . I t does not appear on 
the Society map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside 
workers l a t e r in the 19th century. 
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Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed 
in aluminum siding. 

74. 274 and 280 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived in this house for a 
short time immediately prior to the completion of the Great House 
(on the grounds of the present museum complex) in 1826. In 1826, 
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having 
Philadelphia wallpaper. It is a two-story, 6x2 bay building with 
gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street, running n0rth­
south. The exterior walls are covered with insulbrick, there is 
a wood soffit and fascia on door on the street elevation. There 
is one-story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch. 
The original foundation material has been covered by concrete block 
and brick. 

75. 277 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

Prior to the erection of the Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society 
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business leader of the 
Society, lived here. The house is a two-story, Sx2 bay building 
with gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street. There are 
wood eave returns. Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with 
wood surrounds that appear to date c.1880. A single door is located 
in a central bay on the street elevation. There are one-story, 
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building. 
The stone foundation is visible on the street elevation. Attached 
to the rear of this house is a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing 
Boyleston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its 
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston Street. It does not appear on 
the Society map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside 
workers later in the 19th century. 
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76. 285 14th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1920. 

1-1/2 story stucco buagalow. 

77. 289 14th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1905. 

Two-story frame b u i l d i n g . 

78. 291 14th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t l o a s of a Type B house, yet r e ­
mains a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

79. 1401 Merchant S t r e e t (northwest corner Merchant & 14th S t r e e t s ) 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE A. A rear a d d i t i o n , conversion to commercial use, and 
p a r t i a l r e - s i d i n g have diminished i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , 
but i t remains obviously Harmonist, and serves as aa Important 
v i s u a l anchor for i t s block. 

80. Cr o a t i a n Cl>ih, Merchant aad 14th S t r e e t s , aortheast corner. 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. Wladow a l t e r a t l o o s aad a large rear a d d i t i o n were made 
in the 1920s when the buil d i n g was converted to a baak. John S. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s l a s t major l e a d e r , l i v e d 
i n thi.3 house as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the S i l v e r Lion l a a oa i t s east s i d e . 

82. S i l v e r Lion I n a , 14th S t r e e t . 
Noa-Coatrlbutlag. 

Oae-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g . 

83. 312 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r l b u t i a g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has bean converted to commercial use; some " h a l f -
timbering" has been applied. ! 
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76. 285 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2 story stucco bungalow. 

77. 289 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1905. 

Two-story frame building. 

78. 291 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re­
m~ins a significant visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

79. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant & 14th Streets) 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. A rear addition, conversion to commercial use, and 
partial re-siding have diminished its architectural integrity, 
but it remains obviously Harmonist, and serves as an important 
visual anchor for its block. 

8 0 • C r o a t 1 a n ::: l t1 h > ~·t ~ r ch an t and 14 th S t re e t s , nor the a s t co r n e r • 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Window alterations and a large rear addition were made 
in the 1920s when the building was converted to a bank. Johns. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony Society's last major leader, lived 
in this hou ~e as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the ~ilver Lion Inn on its east side. 

82. Silver Lion Inn, 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One-story brick commercial building. 

83. 312 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has been converted to commercial use; some "half­
timbering" has been applied. 
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84. 316 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

S i m i l a r t o the TYPE B house, but s l i g h t l y l a r g e r , f o r unknown 
reasons. A r e a r shed i s i n t e r e s t i n g f o r i t s s i d i n g of boards w i t h 
a be.idad lower edge. Ac c o r d i n g t o S t o t z , t h i s was the t y p i c a l 
Harmonist s i d i n g . This i s the on l y place o u t s i d e the museum com­
p l e x where i t i s i n evidence. The main house, d e s p i t e i t s e x t e r i o r 
r e m o d e l l i n g , i s an I m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist 
s t r e e t s c a p e . 

85. 317 14th S t r e e t 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c 1826. 

S i m i l a r t o the TYPE B house, t h i s I s s l i g h t l y l a r g e r ( l i k e 
b u i l d i n g #84 above). D e s p i t e a l t e r a t i o n s , the b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s 
i t s conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , and I s 
a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

86. 320 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1910 

to 
Two-story 
the east. 

b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g a b u t t i n g a Harmonist b u i l d i n g 

87 324 14th S t r e e t 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c 1826 

88. 

TYPE B. There i s a on e - s t o r y b r i c k e x t e n s i o n t o the f r o n t , but 
the Harmonist massing i s I n t a c t and the b u i l d i n g r e i n f o r c e s the 
Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e as the t h i r d Harmonist house i n i t s row 
along 14th S t r e e t above Merchant. 

1412-1414 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r l b u t i a g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. The Harmoaist house abuts a modern s t r u c t u r e (1412 
Merchant S t r e e t ) on i t s south s i d e . I t s s i t i n g r e f l e c t s the 
Harmonists' b l o c k d e s i g n ; i t i s s i t u a t e d i n the c e n t e r of the 
o r i g i n a l b l o c k between 14th and 15th S t r e e t s and i s i m p o r t a n t as 
a v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e along Merchant S t r e e t 
from I 4 t h to I 5 t h S t r e e t s . 
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Similar to the TYPE B house, but qlightly larger, for unknown 
reasons. A rear shed is interesting for its siding of boards with 
a beaded lower edge. According to Stotz, this was the typical 
Harmonist siding. This is the only place outside the museum com­
plex where it is in evidence. The main house, despite its exterior 
remodelling, is an important visual element in the Harmonist 
streetscape. 

85. 317 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

Similar to the TYPE B house, this is slightly larger (like 
building #84 above). Despite alterations, the building retains 
its conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay configuration, and is 
a significant visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

86. 320 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist b ,1il d iag 
to the east. 

87. 324 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. There is a one-story brick extension to the front, but 
the Harmonist .massing is intact and the building reinforces the 
Harmonist streetscape as the third Harmonist house in its row 
along 14th Street above Merchant. 

88. 1412-1414 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. The Harmonist house abuts a modern structure (1412 
Merchant Street) on its south side. Its siting reflects the 
Harmonists' block design; it is situated in the center of the 
original block between 14th and 15th Streets and is important as 
a visual element in the Harmonist streetscape along Merchant Street 
from 14th to 15th Streets. 
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89. 1416 Merchant Street. 
Non-Coatributiag. c.1910. 

Coacrete block aad frame Dutch Coloalal house. 

90. 1422 Merchaat Street. 
Noo-Contributing. c.1940 

Two-story, suburban-type brick house. 

91. 70 15th Street. 
Contributing, c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, i t remains aa importaat 
vi s u a l elemeat in the Harmoaist streetscape. A small shed, possibly 
Harmoaist, i s l a the rear. 

92. 75 15th Street. 
Coatributiag. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but remains an important 
visu a l element in the Harmoaist streetscape. 

93. 78 15th Street. 
Contributing, c.1828. 

One of a small aumber of five-bay Harmonist frame buildings of 
two s t o r i e s , with gable roof and ridgepole p a r a l l e l to the street 
and two, one-story extensions oa the rear elevatioa. There i s a 
central transomed door on the street elevatioa. I t s alterations 
are typical of the other Harmonist frame buildings, but i t contri­
butes nevertheless to the Harmonist streetscape by i t s overall 
form and s i t i n g , and adds to the d i s t r i c t ' s variety of Harmonist 
building types. 

94. 79 15th Street. 
Noa-Coatributing. c.1970? 

One story, modern frame house. 

95. 84 15th Street. 
Contributing, c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typi c a l alteratloas of a Type B house, yet re­
tains Importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 
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Concrete block and frame Dutch Colonial house. 

90. 1422 Merchant Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1940 

Two-story, suburban-type brick house. 

91. 70 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 
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TYPE B. Despite typl c al alterations, it remains an important 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. A small shed, possibly 
Harmonist, is in the rear. 

92. 75 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but remains an important 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

93. 78 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

One of a small number of five-bay Harmonist frame buildings of 
two stories, with gable roof and ridgepole parallel to the street 
and two, one-story extensions on the rear elevation. There is a 
central transomed door on the street elevation. Its alterations 
a re typic a l of the other Harmonist frame buildings, but it contri­
butes nevertheless to the Harmonist streetscape by its overall 
form and siting, and adds to the district's variety of Harmonist 
building types. 

94. 79 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1970? 

One story, modern frame house. 

95. 84 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re­
tains importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 
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96. 

97 

98 

99, 

85 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e ­
t a i n s importance as a v i s u a l elemeat of the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e 

89 15th S t r e e t . 
N o a - C o n t r l b u t i n g . c.1950. 

One-story, r a n c h - s t y l e house. 

90 15th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r i b u t i a g . c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

91 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

100. 92 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o a t r i b u t i a g . c.1920. 

l - l / 2 - 8 t o r y frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1824 

Of l o g c o n s t r u c t i o n , but s l m i l n r to the b r i c k and frame 
Harmonist houses, t h i s i s one of the f i r s t houses used by the 
Harmonists upon t h e i r a r r i v a l at Ecoaomy. Acc o r d i a g t o the 
former c u r a t o r of the Old Ecoaomy V i l l a g e , t h i s b u i l d i n g was 
moved onto the s i t e i n 1824 by the Harmonists i n ord e r to house 
workers as they e r e c t e d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . Now covered w i t h s i d i n g . 
I t r a t . i l i i ^ I t s deeply recessed windows and g e n e r a l shape. I t i s 
one of o n l y a few of the f i r s t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t was not 
subsequently r e p l a c e d by a b r i c k or frame s t r u c t u r e i n the l a t e 
1820s. Because i t i s s i t e d i n l i n e w i t h the l a t e r Harmonist 
houses, i t r e i n f o r c e s the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e aad adds to the 
v a r i e t y of b u i l d i n g types used by the S o c i e t y , l a a d d i t i o n to 
aac h o r i a g i t s b l o c k by i t s s i t e a t the southwest corner of 15th 
and Church S t r e e t s . 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re­
tains importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

97. 89 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

One-story, ranch-style house. 

98. 90 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

99. 91 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

100. 92 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1824 

Of log construction, but similar. to the brick and frame 
Harmonist houses, this is one of the first houses used by the 
Harmonists upon their arrival at Economy. According to the 
former curator of the Old Economy Village, this building was 
moved onto the site in 1824 by the Harmonists in order to house 
workers as they erected other buildings. Now covered with siding, 
it ret~l ,1A its deeply recessed windows and general shape. It is 
one of only a few of the first Harmonist buildings that was not 
subsequently replaced by a brick or frame structure in the late 
1820s. Because it is sited in line with the later Harmonist 
houses, it reinforces the aarmonist streetscape and adds to the 
variety of building types used by the Society, in addition to 
anchoring its block by its site at the southwest corner of 15th 
and Church Streets. 
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102. 1501 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r l b u t i a g . c.1828 

TYPE A. The s l i g h t l y b e l l - c a s t r o o f l i a e i s unique i n the 
d i s t r i c t . O v e r a l l i n t e g r i t y i s good, w i t h o r i g i n a l window 
frames and door l o c a t i o n i a t a c t . 

103. 100 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, ye t r e t a i n s 
Importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

104. 1500 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c . l 8 l 2 . 

T his was one of the f i r s t b u i l d i n g s used by the H armonists. 
Formerly l o c a t e d on aaother s i t e i n the area, t h i s house wa.>̂  
purchased by the Harmonists and moved to i t s present s i t e 
i n 1824 as a place f o r S o c i e t y founder George Rapp t o l i v e , 
u n t i l another s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g c o u l d be e r e c t e d . (Rapp sub­
s e q u e n t l y moved to 274 14th S t r e e t and than the Great House.) 
Th i s was o r i g i n a l l y the home of Ephralm B l a i n e , f a t h e r of 
James B l a i n e , the c a n d i d a t e f o r p r e s i d e n t i n 1884, and the owner 
of l a n d s o l d to the Harmonists f o r t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t . 

A f t e r s e r v i n g as George Rapp's temporary r e s i d e n c e , the 
b u i l d i n g became the schoolhouse u n t i l 1884, when i t was r e ­
p laced by the b u i l d l a g a t 1515 Church S t r e e t . 

E a r l y photographs of the b u i l d i n g b e f o r e i t was r e s i d e d 
show t h a t the o r i g i n a l s i d i n g was wood of v a r y i n g w i d t h s . 
There was a 5x4 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h s i x - o v e r - s i x double 
hung windows and two s m a l l a t t i c windows l a each gable end. 

Described as a schoolhouse i n the S o c i e t y ' s 1833 i n v e n t o r y 
of r e a l e s t a t e , the b u i l d i n g was v a l u e d at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Harmonists' double houses. 

2-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l , the b u i l d i n g now has a 5x2 bay c o n f i g ­
u r a t i o n and i s sheathed w i t h aluminum s l d l a g . 

105. 262 15th S t r e e t . 
N o a - C o a t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, b r i c k Spanish C o l o a l a l - s t y l e house. 
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TYPE A. The slightly bell-cast roofline is unique in the 
district. Overall int eg rity is good, with original window 
frames and door location intact. 

103. 100 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

104. 1500 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1812. 

This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonist s . 
Formerly located on another site in the area, this house wa~ 
purchased by the narmonists and moved to its present site 
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live, 
until another suitable building could be erected. (Rapp sub­
sequently moved to 274 14th Street and the,1 the Great House.) 
This was originally the home of Ephraim Blaine, father of 
James Blaine, the candidate for president in 1884, and the owner 
of land sold to the Harmonises for their settlement. 

After serving as George Rapp's temporary residence, the 
building became the schoolhouse until 1884, when it was re­
placed by the building at 1515 Church Street. 

Early photographs of the building before it was resided 
show that the original siding was wood of varying widths. 
There was a Sx4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double 
hung windows and two small attic windows in each gable end. 

Described as a schoolhouse in the Society's 1833 inventory 
of real estate, the building was valued at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Harmonists' double houses. 

2-1/2 stories tall, the building now has a 5x2 bay config­
uration and is sheathed with alu~inum siding. 

105. 262 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, bri ck Spanish Colonial-style house. 
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106. 264 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r l b u t l n g . 

1-1/2 s t o r y , frame bungalow. 

107. 269 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

108. 270 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1824 

This i s a l a r g e , t w o - s t o r y wood/frame b u i l d i n g of 5x3 bays, 
w i t h a gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l to 15th S t r e e t . Unusual 
f e a t u r e s of the house are the c e n t r a l doorway on the n o r t h 
( s t r e e t ) e l e v a t i o a , which has a three-paaad transom and s i d e ­
l i g h t s , recessed w i t h i n a p a n e l l e d s u r r o u n d , and the d e c o r a t i v e 
stone w a t e r t a b l e on the f r o n t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , w i t h the stones 
l a c l s e d w i t h h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s . 

A c c ording t o the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s 
was perhaps the f i r s t b u i l d i n g e r e c t e d here by the Harmonists, 
and was beguri on May 8, 1824, the day of t h e i r a r r i v a l . I t 
served as the S o c i e t y ' s meeting-house u n t i l the c o m p l e t i o n of 
the Feast H a l l i n 1828, and housed some of the Haraionists u n t i l 
the f a m i l y houses were b u i l t . I t subsequently served as a gran a r y 
and a f i r e b a l l . A l t h o u g h one source ( t h e survey of 1977) s t a t e s 
t h a t t h i s i s a l o g s t r u c t u r e , i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t a l o g b u i l d i n g 
w o u l d have had a d r e s s e d s t o n e w a t e r t a b l e and door such as t h i s . 
Though the i n s u l b r l c k s i d i n g has been on the house as long as the 
c u r r e n t owner has owned i t , he has no reason to t h i n k t h a t the 
s t r u c t u r e i s l o g underneath, and b e l i e v e s i t i s of simple wood l a p 
s i d i n g . 

The S o c i e t y r e a l e s t a t e I n v e n t o r y of 1833 l i s t s an " o l d 
grana r y w i t h s e l l e r ; " s i n c e , by 1833, the granary on the present 
museum p r o p e r t y was completed, i t ' s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s b u i l d i n g 
was the " o l d " granary r e f e r r e d t o — n i n e years o l d a t t h a t t i m e . 
I t was valued a t $400.00. 

109. 271 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l elemeat of the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e . 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

108. 270 15th Street. 
Contributing. 1824 

This is a large, two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays, 
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15th Street. Unusual 
features of the house are the central doorway on the north 
(street) elevation, which has a three-pan~d transom and side­
lights, recessed within a pauelled surround, and the decorative 
stone watertable on the front (north) elevation, with the stones 
incised with horizontal lines. 

According to the forffier curator of Old Economy Village, this 
was perhaps the first building erected here by the Harmonists, 
and was beg ,in. 0 ,1 May 8, 1824, the day of their arrival. It 
served as the Society's meeting-house until the completion of 
the Feast Hall in 1828, and housed some of the HQrmonists until 
the family houses were built. It subsequently served as a granary 
and a fireball. Although one source (the survey of 1977) states 
that this is a log structure, it seems unlikely that a log building 
would have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as this. 
Though the insulbrick siding has been on the house as long as the 
current owner has owned it, he has no reason to think that the 
structure is log underneath, and believes it is of simple wood lap 
siding. 

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 lists an "old 
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present 
museum property was completed, it's possible that this building 
was the "old" granary referred to--nine years old at that time. 
It was valued at $400.00. 

109. 271 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 
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110. 275 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style b r i c k house. 

111. 274 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story modern b r i c k house. 

112. 273 I 5 t h S t r e e t . 
C o a t r i b u t i a g . c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite a l t e r a t i o n s t y p i c a l for a Type B house, the 
b u i l d i n g r e i n f o r c e s the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

113. 276 15th S t r e e t . 
Contributing, c.1828. 

TYPE C. One of the few buildings of i t s type, t h i s adds to the 
v a r i e t y of Harmoaist buildings i n the d i s t r i c t and r e i n f o r c e s the 
town p l a a . 

114. 284 15th S t r e e t . 
I^on-Coatributlng. c.1910. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

115. 285 15th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

116. 286 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.l83n 

\ccording to the former curator of Old Ecoaomy V i l l a g e aad 
aa e a r l y map of the commualty, t h i s was tha Harmonists' wagon 
shop, and has beea turaed 180 degrees on i t s s i t e . As a uaique 
b u i l d l a g type w l t h l a the d i s t r i c t aad one of the very few o r i g i n a l 
Harmonist u t l l i t a r i a a b u i l d i a g s , i t adds to the d i s t r i c t ' s v a r i e t y 
as w e l l as r e i n f o r c i n g the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed b u i l d i n g i s wider than i t i s 
long, with i t s ridgepole perpendicular to 15th S t r e e t . The 
r o o f l i n e extends on the east end, giving the b u i l d i n g an asym­
m e t r i c a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . A door i s located o f f - c e n t e r on the 
s t r e e t (north) e l e v a t i o n . 
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Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house. 

111. 274 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story modern brick house. 

112. 273 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical for a Type B house, the 
building reinforces the Harmonist streetscape. 

113. 276 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE c. One of the few buildings of its type, this adds to the 
variety of Harmonist buildings in the di3trict and reinforces the 
town plan. 

114. 284 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

115. 285 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

116. 286 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1810 

~ccording to the former curator of Old Economy Village and 
an early map of the community, this was the Hacmonists' wagon 
shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on its site. As a unique 
building type within the district and one of the very few original 
Harmonist utilitarian buildings, it adds to the district's variety 
as well as reinforcing the Harmonist streetscape. 

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building is wider than it is 
long, with its ridgepole perpendicular to 15th Street. The 
roofline extends on the east end, giving the building an asym­
metrical configuration. A door is located off-center on the 
street (north) elevation. 
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117. 291 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite a l t e r a t i o n s t y p i c a l of a Type B house, t h i s 
remains an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

118. 1501 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h modern orange b r i c k . The 
f i r s t f l o o r was co n v e r t e d to the Sta r G r i l l bar and r e s a u r a n t , 
now d e f u n c t . 

A b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the n o r t h s i d e of the b u i l d i n g has a 
gable r o o f . 

119. 1426 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had some a l t e r a t i o n s , but remaias aa i m p o r t a n t 
element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e ; s i t u a t e d at the corner of 
Merchant and 15th S t r e e t s , i t i s one of t h r e e Harmonist houses 
remaining on corn e r s of t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

120. 1500 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r l b u t i a g . 1828. 

TYPE A. This house i s uausual i n l a c k i a g a shed a d d i t i o n and 
r e t a i n i n g a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e amount of i t s o r i g i n a l r e a r y a r d . 
A l s o , much of i t s b l o c k on Merchant S t r e e t has a s l a t e s i d e w a l k . 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
n o r t h s i d e . The door on the east end i s i n i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n 
and p o s s i b l y i t s o r i g i n a l frame. Another door i s l o c a t e d on the 
west end and was p r o b a b l y added i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y . The stone 
f o u n d a t i o n i s v i s i b l e on the e a s t , s o u t h , and west e l e v a t i o n s . 

The I n t e r i o r of the house r e t a i n s u n u s u a l l y good l a t e g r i t y , 
w i t h most of the o r i g i n a l w a l l s and p l a s t e r i n t a c t and much of 
the wood t r i m . The surround of the door on the west end i s 
V i c t o r i a n , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t was a l a t e I 9 t h c e n t u r y a l t e r ­
a t i o n . "1828" I s i n s c r i b e d I n mortar i n the gable end of the 
a t t i c . 
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TYPE B. Despite alterations typical of a Type B house, this 
remains an important visual element of the Harmonist streetscap~. 

118. 1501 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick. The 
first floor was converted to the Star Grill bar and resaurant, 
now defunct. 

A brick addition on the north side of the building has a 
gable roof. 

119. 1426 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had some alterations, but remains an important 
element in the Harmonist streetscape; situated at the corner of 
Merchant and 15th Streets, it is one of three Harmonist houses 
remaining on corners of this intersection. 

120. 1500 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1828. 

TYPE A. This house is unusual in lacking a shed addition and 
retaining a relatively large amount of its original rear yard. 
Also, much of its block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk. 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
north side. The door on the east end is in its original location 
and possibly its original frame. Another door is located on the 
west end and was probably added in the late 19th century. The stone 
foundation is visible on the east, south, and west elevations. 

The interior of the house retains unusually good integrity, 
with most of the original walls and plaster intact and much of 
the wood trim. The surround of the door on the west end is 
Victorian, suggesting that it was a late 19th century alter­
ation. "1828" is inscribed in mortar in the gable end of the 
attic. 
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121. 1505 Church Street. 
Non-Contributing, c.1828. 

TYPE B. This building i s out of alignment with the surrounding 
Harmoaist houses aad rests oa a modera fouadatioa; i t may have been 
moved a short distance when Laughlln Straat, immediately to the 
north, was i n s t a l l e d . I t retains i t s Harmoaist bay configuration 
only on the south side, aad, due to i t s s i t l a g , does not reinforce 
the Harmonist streetscape. 

122. 1514 Church Street. 
Contributing, c.1884. 

One of the largest extant Harmoaist buildiags, this two-
story, 7x3 b;iy frame buildlag was erected as a school for the 
chlldrea who worked aad lived at Ecoaomy. Now covered with 
alumlaum sldlag. The carved stoae steps oa the froat are 
i a t a c t , represeatatlve of the Harmoalsts attractive stoaework. 

123. 274 Laughlia Street. 
Noa-Coatributing. 

Small, non-Harmoaist, one-story frame buildlag reportedly moved 
from aaother s i t e . 

124. 1515 Church Street. 
Coatributiag. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house d i f f e r s from the TYPE A house ooly l a haviag 
a 2x2 bay configuration. There i s no v i s i b l e evidence of there 
ever haviag beea a third bay on the loag (aorth aad south) sides. 
Other houses with this coafiguratloa are the Lenz House in Old 
Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick i s painted; window 
frames and a door frame appear to be o r i g i n a l . 

125. 68 and 70 16th Street. 
Contrlbutiag. c.1830. 

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame buildlag with gable roof, ridge­
pole p a r a l l e l to 16th Street. According to the former curator 
of Old Ecoaomy Villa g e , this was the taaaer's shop for the 
Society. Early maps aad photographs show a granary in this 
area, with the tannery across the street, suggesting that the 
building may have been moved to this s i t e at a lat e r time. Tt 
i s similar in size and plan to 260-264 16th Street. Because i t 
Is a rare remaining shop building of the Society, has reasonably 
good architectural Integrity and adds to the arch i t e c t u r a l diver­
s i t y of the d i s t r i c t , aad i s appropirlately sited, i t contributes 
to the d i s t r i c t . 
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TYPE B. This building is out of alignment with the surrounding 
Harmonist houses and rests on a modern foundation; it may have been 
moved a short distance when Laughlin Stre~t, immediately to the 
north, was installed. It retains its Harmonist bay configuration 
only on the south side, and, due to its siting, does not reinforce 
the Harmonist streetscape. 

122. 1514 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1884. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, this two­
story, 7x3 bay frame building was erected as a school for the 
children who worked and lived at Economy. Now covered with 
aluminum siding. The carved stone steps on the front are 
intact, representative of the Harmonists attractive stonework. 

123. 274 Laughlin Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Small, non-Harmonist, one-story frame building reportedly moved 
from another site. 

124. 1515 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house differs from the TYPE A house only in having 
a 2x2 bay configuration. There is no visible evidence of there 
ever having been a third bay on the long (north and south) sides. 
Other houses with this configuration are tha Lenz House in Old 
Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick is painted; window 
frames and a door frame appear to be original. 

125. 68 and 70 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building with gable roof, ridge­
pole parallel to 16th Street. According to the former curator 
of Old Economy Village, this was the tanner's shop for the 
Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary in this 
area, with the tannery across the street, suggesting that the 
building may have been moved to this site at a later time. !t 
is similar in size and plan to 260-264 16th Street. Because it 
is a rare remaining shop building of the Society, has reasonably 
good architectural integrity and adds to the architectural diver­
sity of the district, and is appro~riately sited, it contributes 
to the district. 
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126. 72 16th Stra^^.t. 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1905. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

127. 74 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h b r i c k , and the 2 x 2 bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n may have been an a l t e r a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s an 
i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l elemeat of t h i s b l o c k , which r e t a l a s s i x Harmonist 
houses. 

128. 78 16th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r i b u t i a g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t l o a s , y e t remains an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

129. 84 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r l b u t i a g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t l o a s , y e t remains an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

130. 90 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , y e t remains aa I m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

131. 1599 Church S t r e e t (southwest c o r n e r , 16th & Church S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Al t h o u g h i t s f i r s t f l o o r has seen c o n v e r s i o n t o a 
s t o r e f r o n t and commercial space, the b u i l d i n g i s an i m p o r t a n t anchor 
f o r the row of s i m i l a r Harmoaist houses ( a l l Type Bs) t h a t l i n e t h i s 
b l o c k of 16th S t r e e t . 

132. 260 and 264 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e 
p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t . Two wood sheds are l o c a t e d i n the r e a r ; 
one of these faces Church S t r e e t . Both have gable r o o f s and 
narrow l a p s i d i n g . A c cording t o the former c u r a t o r of Old 
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TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and the 2 x 2 hay con­
figuration may have been an alteration. Nevertheless, it is an 
important visual element of this block, which retains six Harmonist 
houses. 

128. 78 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

129. 84 16th Stre e t. 
Contributing. c.1810. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an i mportant 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

130. 90 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

131. 1599 Church Street (s ou thwest corner, 16th & Church Streets). 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Although its first floor has seen conversion to a 
storefront and commercial space, the building is an important anchor 
for the row of similar Harmonist houses (all Type Bs) that line this 
block o f 16th Street. 

132. 260 and 264 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole 
parallel to the street. Two wood shed s a re located in the rear; 
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable ro~fs and 
narrow lap siding. Accordi~g to the former curator of Old 
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Economy, this was the cooper's shop for the Society. I t i s 
similar in size and design to the tanner's shop at 68-70 16th 
Street. This may have been the house of the cooper and his 
helpers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven­
tory of the Society l i s t s a cooper's shop, but values i t at 
only $100.00, much less than the typical $600.00 value of a 
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps the small rear 
sheds were the actual coopers work area. The Society's coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain in the wine 
c e l l a r beaeath the Tailor Shop. 

133. 288 16th Street. 
Coatributiag. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical a l t e r a t l o a s , but i s recogaizably Harmoaist 
aad serves to aachor the aortheast corner of the d i s t r i c t . 

134. 16th and Merchant Streets, northwest corner. 
Contributing, c.1830. 

TYPE A. Attached to a modern commercial building on i t s west 
side and adapted for commercial use on i t s f i r s t floor. Neverthe­
l e s s , ha house i s one of the few that retains i t s origina l gable-end 
roofline configuration, with i t s narrow trim board. 

135. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th 6f Merchant S t r e e t s ) . 
Contributing, c.1829. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted, has other typical a l t e r a t i o n s . 
The owner reports that "1829" i s inscribed in the house's a t t i c . 
The house i s r e l a t i v e l y uausual l a retaialag much of i t s o r l g l a a l 
yard. 
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Economy, this was the cooper's shop for the Society. It is 
similar in size and design to the tanner's shop at 68-70 16th 
Street. This may have been the house of the cooper and his 
helpers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven­
tory of the Society lists a cooper's shop, but values it at 
only $100.00, much less than the typical $600.00 value of a 
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps the small rear 
sheds were the actual coopers work area. The Society's coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain in the wine 
cellar beneath the Tailor Shop. 

133. 288 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but is recognizably Harmonist 
and serves to anchor the northeast corner of the district. 

134. 16th and Merchant Streets, northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Attached to a modern commercial building on its west 
si de and adapted for commercial use on its first floor. Neverthe­
less, he house is one of the few that retains its original gable-end 
roofline configuration, with its narrow trim board. 

135. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant Streets). 
Contributing. c.1829. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted, has other typical alterations. 
The owner reports that "1829" is inscribed in the house's attic. 
The house is relatively unusual in retaining much of its original 
yard. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_x- architecture 
JC- art 

commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education' 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

landscape architecture 
.law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1^24-1905 Bui lder /Archi tect The Harmony S o c i e t y 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Economy National Historic Landmark, eacompassiag the remaining 
buildiags of the Harmoay Society's most successful settlement at 
Economy, Pennsylvaaia, i s significant as the most complete s i t e of this 
Importaat commuaitarlaa sect which had a s i g a l f l c a a t Impact oa the 
commercial, l o d u s t r i a l , and f l a a n c l a l worlds of 19th ceatury America aad 
aa lateraatloaal impact on socia l reformers of the era. At Ecoaomy, the 
Harmony Society achieved aational recognition for i t s wool, cottoa, aad 
s i l k iadustrles aad was knowa aatloaally in i t s commercial aad f i a a a c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , iacluding i t s pioneering role In the o i l Industry and i t s 
role la the coastructloo of several railroads, among them the Pittsburgh 
aad Lake E r i e . I t s three prosperous settlemeats at Harmony, PA, New 
Harmoay, IN, aad f i n a l l y at Ecoaomy served as models for other 19th 
ceatury utopiaa groups such as the Shakers, the Amaaa Society, aad the 
Zoarltes. Promiaeat soci a l reformers aad i n t e l l e c t u a l s influenced by 
the Society's successful communal l i f e s t y l e include Robert Owea, Hegel, 
Byroa, and Goethe. The Society's extraordiaary productivity t e s t i f i e s 
both to the dedicatioo of i t s members—who practised pacifism, communal 
sharing of property and wealth, and celibacy with a p i e t i s t i c belief l a 
Christ's Secoad Comiag--aad to the magaetism of leaders George aad 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' iatercessors with the 
outside world. Oae of the loagest-llved of the many 19th ceatury 
communitarian sects, the Harmoay Society was eventually weakeaed by the 
deaths of Frederick aad George Rapp i a 1834 and 1847, the l a d u s t r i a l 
revolutioa, aad a dimlalshing populatloa. In 1905, oae huadred years 
after i t s incorporation, the Society was o f f i c i a l l y dissolved. The 
remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic 
Laadmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

Germaa p i e t i s t s from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other p i e t i s t groups, they believed in a more direct relatioaship with 
God than provided for in Lutheraa orthodoxy, aad sought to miaimize the 
role of the church, i t s ceremoaies, aad i t s dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelatioas aad 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as s p i r i t u a l leader/prophet. I t 
held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind to i t s original 
pure, androgynous aature. There was considerable c o a f l l c t wlthla the 
Society over certala tenets—the sharing of wealth and practice of 
celibacy, in particular—and George Rapp aad his adopted son, Frederick, 
have been c r i t i c i z e d as being d i c t a t o r i a l , un-Christian, and evea cruel 
la their treatmeat of Society members aad management of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy aad maaagemeat aside, 
the Harmoalsts were able to comblae a religious l i f e s t y l e with aa 
extraordinary degree of economic success. 

a. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-- 140~1499. 
_ 150~1599 
_ 1600-1699 
- - 170~1799 
J_ 180~ 1899 
__ 190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
___ archeology-prehistoric _x _ community planning .. __ landscape architecture ____ religion 
___ archeology-l)istoric __ _ conservation _ _ law __ science 
__ agriculture ___ economics ____ literature ___ sculpture 
--X-- architecture ____ education ~ . __ military ,i.:·e-. __x_ social/ 
_.x_ art _ engineering ___ music humanitarian 
__ commerce . __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy _ theater 
_ _ communications .. .x. . industry __ pollticsigovernment _ transportation 

____ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates LZL,-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society 
r I '. 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Economy National Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining 
buildings of the Harmony Society's most successful settlement at 
Economy, Pennsylvania, is significant as the most complete site of this 
important communitarian sect which had a significant impact on the 
commercial, industrial, and financial worlds of 19th century America and 
an international impact on social reformers of the era. At Economy, the 
Harmony Society achieved national recognition for its wool, cotton, and 
silk industries and was known nationally in its commercial and financial 
activities, including its pioneering role in the oil industry and its 
role in the construction of several railroads, among them the Pittsburgh 
and Lake Erie. Its three prosperous settlements at Harmony, PA, New 
Harmony, IN, and finally at Economy served as models for other 19th 
century utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites. Prominent social reformers and intellectuals influenced by 
the Society's successful communal lifestyle include Robert Owen, Hegel, 
Byron, and Goethe. The Society;s extraordinary productivity testifies 
both to the dedication of its members--who practised pacifism, communal 
sharing of property and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief in 
Christ's Second Coming--and to the magnetism : of leaders George and 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' intercessors with the 
outside world. One of the longest-lived of the many 19th century 
communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the 
deaths of Frederick and George Rapp - in - 1834 and 1847, the industrial 
revolution, and a diminishing population. In 1905, one hundred years 
after its incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The 
remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic 
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other pietist groups, they believed in a more direct relationship with 
God than provided for in Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the 

. role of the church, its ceremonies, and its dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelations and 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as spiritual leader/prophet. It 
held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind · to its original 
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict within the 
Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and practice of 
celibacy, in particular--and George Rapp and his adopted son, Frederick, 
have been criticized as being dictatorial, un-Christian, and even cruel 
in their treatment of Society members and management of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy and management aside, 
the Harmonists were able to combine a rei~gious lifestyle with an 
extraordinary degree of economic success. 
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Economy's productivity was based mainly on Industry, rather than on 
agriculture, in coatrast to the Harmonists' e a r l i e r settlemeats at 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harmony (1815-1824). This i s reflected in 
the acreage of Ecoaomy, the smallest of the three settlemeats, with 
approximately 3,000 acres. 

Fueled by a s k i l l e d , yet unpaid, labor force that considered 
productivity a duty to God, Economy's industries supplied the Harmonists 
and aoa-Harmonlsts alike in the 1820s through 1840s. Sold under the 
name of Frederick Rapp, the Society's business manager and leader in 
temporal a f f a i r s . Harmonist goods were widely distributed on the East 
Coast and throughout the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys by business agents 
for the Society in most of the major c i t i e s . Several of the Harmonists 
themselves travelled from c i t y to c i t y haadling arraagemeats with 
ageats, most notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who has been called "one 
of the most i n f l u e n t i a l and powerful manufacturers and private bankers 
of the United States."1. Originally tralaed as aa architect and stoae 
mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, and acquainted with aad adept 
at dealiag with prominent American businessmea aad p o l i t i c i a n s . In 
1828, when Ecoaomy's iadustrles were thrlviag, Frederick Rapp was asked 
to address the Uaited States House of Represeatatlves' Committee on 
Manufacture on the methods and business of the wool Industry. Led by 
Rapp, the Society was i n f l u e n t i a l in charapioaiag the protectloa of 
domestic industries during the 1820s when there was coasiderable debate 
over how to deal with stroag foreiga competltioa. 

Wool and cotton manufacture dominated Economy's iadustrles in the 
1820s aad 1830s, duriag which time the Society had "a v i r t u a l monopoly 
of cottoa and woolen yara aad cloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists 
built and purchased machlaery which was state-of-the-art; combined with 
high quality raw materials, such as the Merlao sheep wool which tha 
Harmonists helped introduce to this country, and a d i l i g e a t labor force 
with r e l a t i v e l y good workiag coaditioas, the end product was of superior 
quality. The steam-powered mi l l (the Society was amoag the f i r s t to 
introduce steam to actually power their iadustrles) was capitalized at 
$30,000 and brought increasing profits in tha 1827-1831 period. $84,571 
worth of wool products were produced in 1831. The cotton m i l l , 
capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 worth of goods 
annually with profits of twelve to fi f t e e n percent. Products from both 
iadustrles Includad wool aad cottoa yarn, broadcloth, sheetiag, 
blankets, satinet, wool flannels, f e l t (for hats), hats themselves, 
casslnets, li n s e y s , chambray, and hemp for rope. 

S i l k manufacture began l a the late 1820s at Ecoaomy and flourished 
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Economy's productivity was based mainly on industry, rather than on 
agriculture, in contrast to the Harmonists' earlier settlements at 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harmony (1815-1824). This is reflected in 
the acreage of Economy, the smallest of the three settlements, with 
approximately 3,000 acres. 

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid, labor force that considered 
productivity a duty to God, Economy's industries supplied the Harmonists 
and non-Harmonists alike in the 1820s through 1840s. Sold under the 
name of Frederick Rapp, the Society's business manager and leader in 
temporal affairs, Harmonist goods were widely distributed on the East 
Coast and throughout the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys by business agents 
for the Society in most of the major cities. Several of the Harmonists 
themselves travelled from city to city handling arrangements with 
agents, most notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who has been called "one 
of the most influential and powerful manufacturers and private bankers 
of the United States."1. Originally trained as an architect and stone 
mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, and acquainted with and adept 
at dealing with prominent American businessmen and politicians. In 
1828, when Economy's industries were thriving, Frederick Rapp was asked 
to address the United States House of Representatives' Committee on 
Manufacture on the methods and business of the wool industry. Led by 
Rapp, the Society was influential in championing the protection of 
domestic industries during the 1820s when there was considerable debate 
over how to deal with strong foreign competition. 

Wool and cotton manufacture dominated Economy's industries in the 
1820s and 1830s, during which time the Society had "a virtual monopoly 
of cotton and woolen yarn and cloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists 
built and purchased machinery which was state-of-the-art; combined with 
high quality raw materials, such as the Merino sheep wool which the 
Harmonists helped introduce to this country, and a diligent labor force 
with relatively good working conditions, the end product was of superior 
quality. The steam-powered mill (the Society was among the first to 
introduce steam to actually p0wer their industries) was capitalized at 
$30,000 and brought increasing profits in the 1827-1831 period. $84,571 
worth of wool products were produced in 1831. The cotton mill, 
capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 worth of goods 
annually with profits of twelve to fifteen percent. Products from both 
industries incl.ndeJ "ATuol and cotton yarn, broadcloth, sheeting, 
blankets, satinet, wool flannels, felt (for hats), hats themselves, 
cassinets, linseys, chambray, and hemp for rope. 

Silk manufacture began in the late 1820s at Economy and flourished 
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through the 1340s, d e s p i t e f i n a n c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y and a n a t i o n a l 
d e p r e s s i o n i n 1837 which r e s u l t e d i n poor business c o n d i t i o n s f o r some 
time t h e r e a f t e r . George Rapp and h i s granddaughter, G e r t r u d e , brought 
e x p e r t s i n the c u l t i v a t i o n of silkworms to Economy to l e a r n the i n d u s t r y 
f i r s t - h a n d ; by 1843 t h e r e were e x t e n s i v e m u l b e r r y p l a n t a t i o n s a t 
Economy. I n an account of the Harmonists i n "The S i l k C u l t u r i s t " o f 
October, 1836, Economy s i l k was c a l l e d "'the best we have seen of 
American manufacture'".3 

Other popular goods produced by the S o c i e t y i n c l u d e d wine, bear, 
whiskey, f l o u r , and shoes. To promote the S o c i e t y ' s i n d u s t r i e s 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp t r a v e l l e d w i d e l y , meeting w i t h merchants i n B a l t i m o r e , 
New York, P h i l a d e l p h i a , and Boston. The l a r g e volume of business 
correspondence i n the Harmony S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s t e s t i f i e s t o h i s 
w i d e - r a n g i n g business c o n t a c t s . Enhancing the Harmonists' r e p u t a t i o n as 
manufacturers was the f a c t t h a t they had b u i l t t h r e e separate 
communities i n two s t a t e s and, t h e r e f o r e , c o n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o 
s e v e r a l l o c a l economies over the course of t h e i r e x i s t e n c e . 

Tha S o c i e t y amassed c o n s i d e r a b l e assets from i t s i n d u s t r i a l 
v e n t u r e s ( e s t i m a t e s as e a r l y as the 1830s ranged from h a l f a m i l l i o n to 
more than two m i l l i o a d o l l a r s ) , but i t s f i n a n c i a l ascendance p a r a l l e l e d 
i t s i n d u s t r i a l d e c l i n e . F r e d e r i c k Rapp's death l a 1834 was a blow to 
the S o c i e t y ' s commercial a c t i v i t i e s . Other combined problems such as 
the r a p i d l y aging p o p u l a t i o n , a wool I n d u s t r y which had never f u l l y 
r ecovered f r o a a major f i r e i n 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t c o u l d not be overcome. I n the 
secoad h a l f of the c e a t u r y , t h e r e f o r e , the S o c i e t y t u r a e d t o i n v e s t m e n t s 
t o p r o v i d e the necessary income both f o r the o p e r a t i o n of the community 
and f o r the S o c i e t y ' s a n t i c i p a t e d r e t u r n to Jerusalem upon C h r i s t ' s 
r e t u r n . As Aradt p o i a t s o u t , the change was merely "from communal work 
to communal Investments."4 

Finance was not new t o the S o c i e t y ; i t had p r e v i o u s l y loaned money 
to the S t a t e of I n d i a n a and the c i t i e s of P i t t s b u r g h and A l l e g h e n y . 
The S o c i e t y was c o n s i d e r e d to be not merely s t a b l e f i n a n c i a l l y , but r i c h 
and m u a i f i c e a t . I a f a c t , a l a w s u i t a g a i a s t the S o c i e t y t h a t went to the 
U.S. Supreme Court (one of many l a w s u i t s brought a g a i n s t the S o c i e t y , 
most of which the S o c i e t y won) r e v e a l e d t h a t l a 1846 the value of 
S o c i e t y p r o p e r t y was $901,000. I n a d d i t i o a t o t h i s was a s e c r e t fuad 
amassed by George Rapp betweea 1834-1844, kaowa as the "church f u n d , " 
c o n s i s t i n g of over $400,000 i n g o l d and s i l v e r withdrawn from Harmoaist 
baak accounts i n P i t t s b u r g h , P h i l a d e l p h i a , and L o u i s v i l l e . S k e p t i c a l of 
the U.S. government's f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y f o l l o w i n g Andrew Jackson's 
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through the 1840s, deqpite financial instability and a national 
depression in 1837 which resulted in poor business conditions for some 
time thereafter. George Rapp and his granddaughter, Gertrude, brought 
experts in the cultivation of silkworms to Economy to learn the industry 
first-hand; by 1843 there were extensive mulberry plantations at 
Economy. In an account of the Harmonists in "The Silk Culturist" of 
October, 1836, Economy silk was called "'the best we have seen of 
American ,nan11facture' ".3 

Other popular goods produced by the Society included wine, beer, 
whiskey, flour, and shoes. To promote the Society's industries 
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants in Baltimore, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The large volume of business 
correspondence in the Harmony Society Archives testifies to his 
wide-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonists' reputation as 
manufacturers was the fact that they had built three separate 
communities in two states and, therefore, contributed significantly to 
several local economies over the course of their existence. 

The Society amassed considerable assets from its industrial 
ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to 
more than two million dollars), but its financial ascendance parallel e d 
its industrial decline. Frederick Rapp's death in 1834 was a blow to 
the Society's commercial activities. Other combined problems such as 
the rapidly aging population, a wool industry which had never fully 
recovered from a major fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the 
second half of the century, therefore, the Society turned to investments 
to provide the necessary income both for the operation of the community 
and for the Society's anticipated return to Jerusalem upon Christ's 
return. As Arndt points out, the change was merely "from communal work 
to communal investments."4 

Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned money 
to the State of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. 
The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, but rich 
and munificent. In fact, a lawsuit against the Society that went to the 
U.S. Supreme Court (one of many lawsuits brought against the Society, 
most of which the Society won) revealed that in 1846 the value of 
Society property was $901,000. In addition to this was a secret fund 
amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church fund," 
consisting of over $400,000 in gold and silver withdrawn from Harmonist 
bank accounts in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Louisville. Skeptical of 
the IT.S. government's financial stability following Andrew Jackson's 
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veto of the U.S. Bank Charter la 1833, Rapp decided to secret a fund of 
cash in vaults in his basement, for use by the Society when i t returned 
to Jerusalem. Whea f i s c a l mismaaagemeat led the Society toward 
bankruptcy in the 1890s, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to 
pay the Society's mounting debts. 

The Society's investment in the o i l Industry during the 1861-1892 
period was of particular significance and, for a time, greatly 
profitable. The Society d r i l l e d wells on some of the 6,000 acres i t 
owned in northwestern Penasylvania and refined o i l that was consldart^d 
the best on the market. The o i l pipeline they constructed was oae of 
the e a r l i e s t . The Society had s u f f i c i e a t f i a a a c i a l aad p o l i t i c a l clout 
to block a threateaiag o i l - p i p e l i n e b i l l u n t i l i t included a clause 
protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline 
across the Allegheay River. 

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and 
managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrici from 1881-1884, linked the 
Pittsburgh area to the main railroad l i n e s from Chicago to New York, aid 
heace was of immease Importaace to the subsequeat l a d u s t r i a l development 
of the regioa aad l a d i r e c t l y the i n d u s t r i a l i z l a g aation. In 1884, 
Henrici sold the railroad to the Vaaderbllt family for $1,150,000. 

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Old Economy Village and 
arc h i t e c t u r a l historian of westera PeoasyIvania, has written that the 
Harmonists "established in westera Peaasylvaaia the only truly 
homogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The 
buildings of Economy, preserved on their original s i t e s , are an 
importaat collection of a peculiar architectural style exhibiting early 
19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the s i t e 
surpasses similar h i s t o r i c communities in the aumber aad raage of 
original buildings that are i a t a c t . Very few of the buildings outside 
the Old Economy Village complex have had any kind of restoration and 
hence possess great potential for future architectural aad 
archaeological iavestigatioa. 

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the deslga of a l l the Society's 
major buildiags i s credited, was datermlned to build "in the American 
maaner," the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blead of American 
and German elements and, as such, are uaique. The eatlre group i s a 
rare example of a plaaaed commualty, providiag iasight into the way the 
Harmonists l i v e d . Their predominantly p r a c t i c a l p l a a — a grid containing 
both public and private areas, with factories aad f i e l d s oa the 
outskirts aad houses and e s s e n t i a l services at the c e n t e r — reflected 
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veto of the U.S. Bank Charter in 1833, Rapp decided to secret a fund of 
cash in vaults in his basement, for use by the Society when it returned 
to Jerusalem. When fiscal mismanagement led the Society toward 
bankruptcy in the 189Os, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to 
pay the Society's mounting debts. 

The Society's investment in the oil industry during the 1861-1892 
period was of particular significance and, for a time, greatly 
profitable. The Society drilled wells on some of the 6,000 acres it 
owned in northwestern Pennsylvania and refined oil that was considered 
the best on the market. The oil pipeline they constructed was one of 
the earliest. The Society had sufficient financial and political clout 
to block a threatening oil-pipeline bill until it included a clause 
protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline 
across the Allegheny River. 

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and 
managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrie! from 1881-1884, linked the 
Pittsburgh area to the main railroad lines from Chicago to New Y,)r'k, ~ ,id 
hence was of immense importance to the subsequent industrial development 
of the region and indirectly the industrializing nation. In 1884, 
Henrie! sold the railroad to the Vanderbilt family for $1,150,000. 

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Old Economy Village and 
architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the 
Harmonists "established in western Pennsylvania the only truly 
homogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The 
buildings of Economy, preserved on their original sites, are an 
important collection of a peculiar architectural style exhibiting early 
19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the 8ite 
surpasses similar historic communities in the number and range of 
original buildings that are intact. Very few of the buildings outside 
the Old Economy Village complex have had any kind of restoration and 
hence possess great potential for future architectural and 
archaeological investigation. 

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the design of all the Society's 
major buildings is credited, was determined to build "in the American 
manner," the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blend of American 
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The entire group is a 
rare example of a planned community, providing insight into the way the 
Harmonists lived. Their predominantly practical plan--a grid containing 
both public and private areas, with factories and fields on the 
outskirts and houses and essential services at the center-- reflected 
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the Society's commitment to a simple but e f f t c l a n t l i f e s t y l e . The 
cons t r u c t i o n of t h e i r b u i l d i a g s shows coacern for both p r a c t i c a l i t y and 
appearance. The Feast H a l l , Great House, and church share several 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l features that bear evidence to a f i n e sense of proportion 
and d e t a i l . 

The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of the town was as w e l l - d e t a i l e d as the 
b u i l d i n g s . The water system, fad from water on the eastern h i l l s i d e , 
ran through pipes of hollowed out logs c a r a f u l l y f i t t e d together, and 
served every part of the town via several pumps. Community bake oveas 
were d i s t r i b u t e d throughout the towa, and a steam laundry served the 
e n t i r e connunity. 

Most of Ecoaomy's uaique aad impressive laadscape features have, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , been l o s t . The landscape that e x i s t s today i s only a 
representative of what once exlsted--a deer park w i t h V i r g i n i a deer, 
l a b y r i n t h s , a second p a v i l i o n , and plants and flowers t r a i n e d to grow In 
elaborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on the b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the museum complex, once were t r a i n e d to grow on a l l of the 
houses, where they were watered by can-off from the roo f s . The heavy 
development of the o u t s k i r t s of Economy i n the early 20th century 
destroyed some features; the present garden at Old Economy V i l l a g e , 
while r e t a i n i n g the Important P a v i l i o n and Grotto s t r u c t u r e s , has seen 
extensive r e s t o r a t i o n . The o r i g i n a l town lay-out remains discernable, 
however, and i s a major c o n t r i b u t i n g feature of the d i s t r i c t today. 

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Economy i n the 
l a s t twenty years, two of them on the grounds of the Old Economy V i l l a g e 
complex. R e l a t i v e l y narrow In scope, these studies did not produce new 
informa t i o n of great s i g n i f i c a n c e about the Society's a c t i v i t e s , though 
a r t i f a c t s were uncovered. These consisted p r i m a r i l y of pieces of 
earthenware and glass. The t h i r d study concerned a community bakery 
s i t e on 13th Str e e t , where remains were uncovered of a foundation, a 
chimney, and gate, along w i t h p o t t e r y shards, n a i l s , and two Indian 
a r t i f a c t s . Because the archaeological p o t e n t i a l would seem to be 
greatest In the Harmonist domestic and work areas outside the 
museum—the area that has seen the le a s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n to d a t e — t h e 
archaeological p o t e n t i a l of the d i s t r i c t remains considerable. 

Throughout i t s existence, the Harmoay Society was the object of 
regular aad close s c r u t i a y from t r a v e l l e r s , w r i t e r s , ecoaomists, 
lawyers, merchaats, would-be f o l l o w e r s and I m i t a t o r s . As the Society's 
most prosperous and f i n a l home. Economy received the greatest a t t e n t i o n 
and p u b l i c i t y . The a t t e n t i o n was a f u n c t i o n both of the unusual. 
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the Society's commitment to a simple but effici~nt iifestyle. The 
construction of their buildings shows concern for both practicality and 
appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several 
architectural features that bear evidence to a fine sense of proportion 
and detail. 

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as the 
buildings. The water system, fed from water on the eastern hillside, 
ran through pipes of hollowed out logs car~fully fitted together, and 
served every part of the town via several pumps. Community bake ovens 
were distributed throughout the town, and a steam laundry served the 
entire c0nmunity. 

Most of Economy's unique and impressive landscape features have, 
unfortunately, been lost. The landscape that exists today is only a 
representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer, 
labyrinths, a second pavilion, and plants and flowers trained to grow in 
elaborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on the buildings 
within the museum complex, once were trained to grow on all of the 
houses, where they were watered hy rua-off from the roofs. The heavy 
development of the outskirts of Economy in the early 20th century 
destroyed some features; the present garden at Old Economy Village, 
while retaining the important Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen 
extensive restoration. The original town lay-out remains discernable, 
however, and is a major contributing feature of the district today. 

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Economy in the 
last twenty years, two of them on the grounds of the Old Economy Village 
complex. Relatively n~rrow in scope, these studies did not produce new 
information of great significance about the Society's activites, though 
artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily of pieces of 
earthenware and glass. The third study concerned a community bakery 
site on 13th Street, where remains were uncovered of a foundation, a 
chimney, and gate, along with pottery shards, nails, and two Indian 
artifacts. Because the archaeological potential would seem to be 
greatest i n the Harmonist domestic and work areas outside the 
museum--the area that has seen the least investigation to date--the 
archaeological potential of the district remains considerable. 

Throughout its existence, the Harmony Society was the object of 
regular and close scrutiny from travellers, writers, economists, 
lawyers, merchants, would-be followers and imitators. As the Society's 
most prosperous and final home, Economy received the greatest attention 
and publicity. The attention was a function both of the unusual, 
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simultaneously communal and c a p i t a l i s t i c l i f e s t y l e of the Soc i e t y , and 
of the r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l ferment i n Europe, England, and America i n 
the e a r l y 19th ceatury. Numerous p i e t i s t i c r e l i g i o u s groups formed i n 
that e r a , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Germany where a r e v o l u t i o n occurred i n 1848. 
George Rapp was celebrated at h i s death l a 1847 lo the Pi t t s b u r g h D a i l y 
Morning Post as "the g r e a t e s t Communist of the Age" in the same year 
that Marx and Hegel, the l a t t e r a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
part of Germany, began w r i t i n g The Communist Manifesto . German Utopian 
communist William Welthrig, who f l e d the Germaa r e v o l u t i o n hoping to 
e s t a b l i s h "Coinrnunia" i n Iowa, wrote at leagth about Economy i n 1851. 
The French w r i t e r Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Ecoaomy l a 
1839-40, producing a French account of the So c i e t y . Goethe, Rudyard 
K i p l i n g , and Byron a l l wrote of the Society, the l a t t e r devoting four 
stanzas of Canto XV of "Doa Juaa" to George Rapp aad h i s s o c i e t y of 
c e l i b a t e s . 

T r a v e l l e r s , oftea well-kaowa or d i s t i a g u i s h e d f i g u r e s , wrote 
accouats of v i s i t s to the So c i e t y ' s settlements, many of which were 
published i n newspapers and j o u r n a l s hare and abroad. One of the 
e a r l i e s t , John Melish's 1812 account of Harmoay, PA which appeared i n 
"Trav e l s Through the United States of America" was reviewed at length i n 
B r i t i s h magazines, and led to Robert Owen's r e l a t i o a s h i p with the 
Soci e t y . Owen subsequently purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when 
the Society l e f t there to e s t a b l i s h Ecoaomy. 

In i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p with other communal s e c t s , the Harmony Society 
was I n s p l r a t i o a a l , o f f e r i a g p r a c t i c a l advice aad sometimes f l a a n c l a l 
a s s i s t a n c e to the many other s-scts with whom i t communicated. F r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s were maiatalned with the Shakers, the Amana S o c i e t y , and the 
Z o a r l t e s , with the Harmonists giving a s s i s t a n c e i n matters of i n d u s t r i a l 
production. Loans were extended to the Hutterlans i n the Dakotas and 
the Ora Labora i n Michlgaa. Oae i l l - f a t e d a l l i a a c e was with the 
s o - c a l l e d Couat Leoa, who l a 1831 convinced one t h i r d of the Harmonists 
to withdraw from the Society and e s t a b l i s h a separate commualty under 
h i s r u l e , aa eveat afterwards r e f e r r e d to as the Schism. 

In sum, the Harmony Society provided a powerful example of communal 
l i f e that was widely knowa aad semlaal l a i t s impact l a aa era of 
p o l i t i c a l and economic experimeatatioa. As P h i l a d e l p h i a ecoaomlst 
Matthew Carey observed l a The New Oli v e Braach of 1820, even before the 
Harmonists had e s t a b l i s h e d Economy, "'The h i s t o r y of the world may be 
examined i n vain for aay i a s t a a c e of such rapid s t r i d e s made by aay body 
of men, wholly unaided by bounties, praml.ins, loans, or ammunitles from 
government. The Harmoalsts ware true p r a c t i c a l ecoaomists.'"6 Such was 
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simultaneously communal and capitalistic lifestyle of the Society, and 
of the religio11s and social ferment in Europe, England, and America in 
the early 19th century. Numerous pietistic religio~s groups formed in 
that era, particularly in Germany where a revolution occurred in 1848. 
George Rapp was celebrated at his death in 1847 in the Pittsburgh Daily 
Morning Post as "the greatest Communist of the Age" in the same year 
that Marx and Hegel, the latter a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
part ~f Ge r many, began writing The Communist Manifesto • German utopian 
communist William Weithrig, whofled the German revol,1tion hoping to 
establish "Communia" in Iowa, wrote at length about Economy in 1851. 
The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Economy in 
1839-40, producing a French account of the Society. Goethe, Rudyard 
Kipling, and Byron all wrote of the Society, the latter devoting four 
stanzas of Canto XV of "Don Juan" to George Rapp and his society of 
celibates. 

Travellers, often well-known or distinguished figures, wrote 
accounts of visits to the Society's settlements, many of which were 
published in newspapers and journals here and abroad. One of the 
earliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared in 
"Travels Through the United States of America" was reviewed at length in 
British magazines, and led to Robert Owen's relationship with the 
Society. Owen subsequently purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when 
the Society left there to establish Economy. 

In its relationship with other communal sects, the Harmony Sociaty 
was inspirational, offering practical advice and sometimes financial 
assistance to the many other s,~~ts with whom it communicated. Friendly 
relations were maintained with the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites, with the Harmonists giving assistance in matters of industrial 
production. Loans were extended to the Hutterians in the Dakotas and 
the Ora Labora in Michigan. One ill-fated alliance was with the 
so-called Count Leon, who in 1831 convinced one third of the Har~onists 
to withdraw from the Society and establish a separate community under 
his rule, an event afterwards referred to ~s the Schism. 

1n sum, the Harmony Society provided a powerful example of communal 
life that was widely known and seminal in its impact in an era of 
political and economic experimentation. As Philadelphia economist 
Matthew Carey observed in The New Olive Branch of 1820, even before the 
aarmonists had establishedEconomy, "'The history of the world may be 
examined in vain for any instance of such rapid strides made by any body 
of men, wholly unaided by bounties, pr~1ni,1ms, loans, or ammunities from 
government. The Harmonists were true practical economists.'"6 Such was 
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the f a s c i n a t i o n the S o c i e t y h e l d f o r o t h e r s . 

On a r e g i o n a l and l o c a l s c a l e , the S o c i e t y a l s o had w i d e - r a n g i n g 
impact. The Economy H o t e l (no longer e x t a n t ) served a l a r g e number of 
t r a v e l l e r s , who stopped at t h i s well-known spot along the 
P i t t s b u r g h - B e a v e r Road. Many of the t r a v e l l e r s ' accounts were w r i t t e n 
by v i s i t o r s t o the h o t e l . 

Investments which had r e g i o n a l Impact I n c l u d e t i m b e r i n g i n Warren 
County, where a l a r g e s a w m i l l was i n o p e r a t i o a , aod c o a l raining i n 
Beaver County, where the S o c i e t y owned n e a r l y 1,000 acres and mined from 
the 18508 u n t i l 1880, s h i p p i n g mo.-̂ t of the c o a l west. The town of 
Beaver F a l l s , a l s o i n Beaver County, was l a i d out and promoted by 
b u i l d i n g a bank and s e v e r a l f a c t o r i e s , a l l f i n a n c e d by the S o c i e t y . 
Geneva College i s l o c a t e d a t Beaver F a l l s due t o the e f f o r t s of the 
S o c i e t y . The S o c i e t y operated the Harmony B r i c k w o r k s and the Economy 
P l a n i a g M i l l Company i n Beaver F a l l s , both a c t i v e c.1890. I t i n v e s t e d 
i n f o u r o t h e r l o c a l r a i l r o a d s besides the P i t t s b u r g h & Lake E r i e . 

The S o c i e t y was p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t to the economy of 
P i t t s b u r g h , where i t purchased machinery and goods i t c o u l d uot make 
i t s e l f (such as two steamboats i t had b u i l t i n the 1820s), conducted 
much of i t s banking, f i g u r e d i n l o c a l p o l i t i c s , and I n v e s t e d i n v a r i o u s 
e n t e r p r i s e s , one of which was the P i t t s b u r g h P o i n t Bridge Compaiiy of 
which Jacob H e n r i c i was a d i r e c t o r . 

Debts accumulated i n the S o c i e t y ' s f i n a l decades, due t o the demise 
of I n d u s t r y , mounting expenses, and some bad i n v e s t m e n t s . John S. Duss, 
the l a s t a c t i v e T r u s t e e , p r e s i d e d over a h a n d f u l of remaining members, 
p a r l a y i n g the S o c i e t y ' s name and r e p u t a t i o n i n t o a l u c r a t i v e c a reer f o r 
h i m s e l f as l e a d e r of the "Economy Band" i n the 1890s, u s i n g a g i a n t and 
dwarf from P.T. Barnum's c i r c u s as a d v e r t i s l g gimmicks. I n 1903, he 
conducted at Madison Square Garden and a l s o l e d the M e t r o p o l i t a n Opera 
House Orchestra on a t o u r of the West. A l l of t h i s p e r p e t u a t e d the 
p u b l i c i t y the Harmony S o c i e t y had always r e c e i v e d , but i n a w e i r d and 
incongruous c o n t e x t . Duss r e s i g n e d as T r u s t e e i n 1903 i n f a v o r of h i s 
w i f e . Two years l a t e r , Mrs. Duss f o r m a l l y d i s s o l v e d the S o c i e t y which 
then had o n l y t h r e e l i v i n g members. A subsequent l e n g t h y and 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l l e g a l b a t t l e r e s u l t e d i n the S t a t e of Panasylvania 
" i n h e r i t i n g " the acreage and b u i l d i n g s of the present museum. Old 
Economy V i l l a g e w h i l e the r e s t of the town was s o l d p r i v a t e l y . 

Since the d i s s o l u t i o n of the Harmony S o c i e t y , Economy has become 
p a r t of the l a r g e r , 20th c e n t u r y I n d u s t r i a l town t h a t s u p p l a n t a d i t . 
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On a regional and local scale, the Society also had wide-ranging 
impact. The Economy Hotel (no longer extant) served a large number of 
travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot along the 
Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Many of the travellers' accounts were written 
by visitors to the hotel. 

Investments which had regional impact include timbering in Warren 
County, where a large sawmill was in operation, and coal mining in 
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres and mined from 
the 1850s until 1880, shipping mo~t of the coal west. The town of 
Beaver falls, also in Beaver County, was laid out and promoted by 
building a bank and several factories, all financed by the Society. 
Geneva College is located at Beaver Falls due to the efforts of the 
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Economy 
Planing Mill Company in Beaver Falls, both active c.1890. It invested 
in four other local railroads besides the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 

The Society was particularly important to the economy of 
Pittsburgh, where it purchased machinery and goods it could no t make 
itself (such as two steamboats it had built in the 1820s), conducted 
much of its banking, figured in local politics, and invested in various 
enteiprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Bridge Co~pany or 
which Jacob Henrici was a director. 

Debts accumulated in the Society's fi n al decades, due to the demise 
of industry, mounting expenses, and some bad investments. Johns. Duss, 
the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining members, 
parlaying the Society's name and reputation into a lucrative carear for 
himself as leader of the "Economy Band" in the 1890s, using a giant and 
dwarf from P.T. Barnum's circus as advertisig gimmicks. In 1903, he 
conducted at Madison Square Garden and also led the Metropolitan Opera 
House Orchestra on a tour of the West. All of this perpetuated the 
publicity the Harmony Society had always received, but in a weird an d 
incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee in 1903 in favor of his 
wife. Two years later, Mrs. Duss formally dissolved the Society which 
then had only three living members. A subsequent lengthy and 
controversial legal battle resulted in the State of Penn~ylvania 
"inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present museum, Old 
Economy Village while the rest of the town was sold privately. 

Since the dissolution of the Harmony Society, Economy has become 
part of the larger, 20th century industrial town that supplanted it, 
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Ambridge. Tha restored museum complex provides an i n t e l l e c t u a l context 
f o r understanding the Harmony Society's b e l i e f s and h i s t o r y . The 
Harmonist houses and other Society b u i l d i n g s outside the museum, 
encompassed by the National H i s t o r i c Laadmark, provide a more complete 
physical document of the Society and i t s way of l i f e . 

1. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p . x v i i i . 

2. "The National Importance of Old Economy and the Value of i t s 
Restoration," unpublished report submitted by Dr. Cecil K. Byrd, 
Chairman, Indiana U n i v e r s i t y ; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
H i s t o r i c a l Society; and Dr. Clyde C. Walton, I l l o n o i s State 
H i s t o r i c a l Society, August 15, 1957. 

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847. pp.579-80. 

4. I b i d , p.603. 

5. Stotz, Early A r c h i t e c t u r e of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194. 

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmoay Society, 1785-1847, p.229. 
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Ambridge. The restored museum complex provides an intellectual context 
for understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The 
Harmonist houses and other Society buildings outside the museum, 
encompassed by the National Histori c L~nd~ark, provide a more complete 
physical document of the Society and its way of life. 

1. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.xviii. 

2. "The National Importance of Old Economy and the Value of its 
Restoration," unpublished report submitted by Dr. Cecil x. Byrd, 
Chairman, Indiana University; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
Historical Society; and Dr. Clyde c. Walton, Illonois State 
Historical Society, August 15, 1957. 

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, pp.579-8O. 

4. Ibid, p.6O3. 

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194. 

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, p.229. 
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Beginniag oa the west s i d e of the d i s t r i c t a t the a o r t h e a s t c o r n e r of 
Route 65 and 13th S t r e e t , proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 13th S t r e e t 
t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 98 13th S t r e e t . C r o s s i n g the s t r e e t due s o u t h , f o l l o w 
the west aad south p r o p e r t y H u e s of 98 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e across Church S t r e e t to a p o i n t oa the east s i d e of the 
s t r e e t . Proceed south to the southeast c o r n e r of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 
Proceed due west across Church S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the south s i d e of 12th 
S t r e e t t o i t s I n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Route 65. F o l l o w the west and south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 70 12th S t r e e t , and c o n t i a u e east aloag the south 
p r o p e r t y l i a e s of a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 12th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g t o a 
p o i n t on the west s i d e of Merchant S t r e e t . Proceed n o r t h along Merchant 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the south p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1198 Merchant 
S t r e e t . C r o s s i n g Merchaat S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , f o l l o w the s o u t h , 
e a s t , and n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 1198 Merchant S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g west 
across Merchant S t r e e t to the no r t h w e s t corner of Merchant and 1 2 t h 
S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h a long the west s i d e of Merchant S t r e e t t o Wagner 
S t r e e t . Here the boundary crosses Wagner S t r e e t t o l i c l u d e the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g a t 1221 Merchant S t r e e t , and r e t u r n s t o the south s i d e of Wagner 
S t r e e t . Proceed west along Wagner S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t . C r o s s i o g the s t r e e t due n o r t h , 
f o l l o w the east p r o p a r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t t o the south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e of 272 13th S t r e e t . Proceed east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 
a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east across Merchant 
S t r e e t , f o l l o w i n g the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 
13th S t r e e t t o the southeast corner of the p r o p e r t y of 336 I 3 t h S t r e e t . 
F o l l o w the east s i d e of t h i s p r o p e r t y n o r t h t o 13th S t r e e t . Proceed west 
on the south si d e of 13th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Merchant S t r e e t and then Church 
S t r e e t , t o the southwest c o r n e r of 13th and Church S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h 
I n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across 13th S t r e e t , c o n t l u a l n g n o r t h t o a p o i n t 
o p p o s i t e the n o r t h s i d e of Creese S t r e e t . Here the boundary t u r n s due 
east t o I n c l u d e the p r o p e r t y of S t . John's L u t h e r a n Church, w i t h a j o g to 
the south to i n c l u d e the Harmonist b u i l d i n g at 273 13th S t r e e t . The 
boundary f o l l o w s the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of the church t o the south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e of 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . F o l l o w i n g t h e i r south and east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u e n o r t h i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across 14th S t r e e t t o a 
p o i n t . Proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 14th S t r e e t , c r o s s i a g 
Merchant S t r e e t , t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 312 14th S t r e e t . Proceed due south 
across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 312 
14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of those 
b u i l d i n g s f a c i a g 14th S t r e e t t o the sout h e a s t coraer of 324 14th S t r e e t . 
F o l l o w the east aad a o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g west 
on 14th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 317 14th S t r e e t . Proceed due n o r t h 
across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the east and n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 317 
14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i a g west along the south s i d e of B o y l e s t o n S t r e e t , 
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Beginning on the west side of the district at the northeast corner o f 
Route 65 and 13th Street, proceed east along the north side of 13th Street 
to a point opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing the street due south, follow 
the west and south property lines of 98 13th Street, continuing east in a 
straight line across Church Street to a poli1t •>•l the east side of the 
street. Proceed south t o the southeast corner of 12th and Church Streets. 
Proceed due west across Church Street, and follow the south side of 12th 
Street to its intersection with Route 65. Follow the west and south 
property lines of 70 12th Street, and continue east along the south 
property lines of all the properties facing 12th Street, continuing to a 
point on the west side of Merchant Street. Proceed north along Merchant 
Street to a point opposite the south property line of 1198 Merchant 
Street. Crossing Merchant Street in a straight line, follow the south, 
east, and north property lines of 1198 Merchant Street, continui n g west 
across Merchant Street to the northwest corner of Merchant and 12th 
Streets. Proceed north along the west side of Merchant Street to Wagner 
Street. Here the boundary crosses Wagner Street to i ,1clude the Harmonist 
building at 1221 Merchant Street, and returns to the south side of Wagner 
Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street to a point opposite the east 
property line of 1216 Church Street. Crossing the street due north, 
follow the east pr o perty line of 1216 Church Street to the south property 
line of 272 13th Street. Proceed east along the south property lines of 
all the properties facing 13th Street, continuing east a cross ~erchant 
Street, following the south property lines of all of the properties facing 
13th Street to the southeast corner of the property of 336 13th Street. 
Follow the east side of this property north to 13th Street. Proceed west 
on the south side of 13th Street, cro~slng Merchant Street and then Church 
Street, to the southwest corn~r of 13th and Church Streets. Proceed north 
in a straight line across 13th Street, continuing north to a point 
opposite the north side of Creese Street. Here the boundary turns due 
east to include the property of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jog to 
the south to include the Harmonist building at 273 13th Street. The 
boundary follows the east property line of the church to the south 
property line of 274 and 280 14th Street. Following their south and east 
property lines, continue north in a straight line across 14th Street to a 
point. Proceed east along the north side of 14th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street, to a point opposite 312 14th Street. Proceed due south 
across 14th Street and follow the west and south property lines of 312 
14th Street, continuing east along the south property lines of those 
buildings facing 14th Street to the southeast corner of 324 14th Street. 
Follow the east and north property lines of this parcel, continuing west 
on 14th Street to a point opposite 317 14th Street. Proceed due north 
across 14th Street and follow the east and north property lines of 317 
14th Street, continuing west along the south side of Boyleston Street, 
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundaries of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t were selected to Include a l l 
of the confirmed extant HarmoQ,ist b u i l d i n g s that are on t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
s i t e s and to exclude as many non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s as possible. 
(Several Harmonist b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t were moved from other 
s i t e s . ) The Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are defined as those b u i l t by or for the 
Harmonists duriag the perfead of the Society's existeace at Ecoaomy, 
1824-1905. Most of these b u i l d i a g s were coastructed l a the 1829-1840 
period, but some date to the l a t t e r part of the 19th century when the 
Society was aging r a p i d l y and required d i f f e r e n t types of b u i l d i n g s . 
Because the Harmoninsts b u i l t t h e i r community as an in t e g r a t e d whole, each 
confirmed Harmonist b u i l d i n g r e t a i n i n g a basic l e v e l of i n t e g r i t y i s 
considered c o n t r i b u t i n g to the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the d i s t r i c t . 

The i r r e g u l a r i t y of the d i s t r i c t boundary i s due to the nature of 
post-Harmooist development. A f t e r 1905, much of the Harmony Society's 
property was sold to developers who were l a y i n g out the naw adjacent s t e e l 
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, aad Laughlia Streets were 
Inserted between the e x i s t i n g Harmoaist numbered s t r e e t s , and the new l o t s 
were q u i c k l y f i l l e d w i t h houses. Most of the Harmonist yard l o t s were 
also sold o f f , f o r houses, at t h i s time. The r e s u l t i s a j u x t a p o s i t i o n of 
two types of a r c h i t e c t u r e : the nineteenth century b u i l d i n g s of the 
Harmonists, and the modest, e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century workers' houses of 
Ambridge. The d i s t r i c t boundary consequently extends, f i n g e r - l i k e , to 
include the remaining Harmonist streetscapes (along w i t h the 
noa-contributing houses b u i l t betweea Harmoaist oaes) but exclude tha 
post-1905 streetscapes. 

A large vacant l o t between Laughlin and 16th Streets north of Church 
Street has been included, because excluding i t would mean leaving a group 
of three Harmonist houses at the northeast coraer of t h i s l o t i s o l a t e d 
from the re s t of the d i s t r i c t as a discoatiguous group. Another vacant 
l o t at the northwest corner of 12th and Merchant Streets has been 
included, i n order that the c o n t r i b u t i n g Harmonist house w i t h e x c e l l e n t 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y across Merchant Street (#1198) would be a 
contiguous part of the d i s t r i c t . 

The s i t e s of three archaeological studies which have been undertaken 
i n the d i s t r i c t are located w i t h i n the boundaries discussed here, two of 
them on the grounds of the museum i n the v i c i n i t y of the Feast H a l l and 
the Grotto, and a t h i r d on I 3 t h S t r e e t . 

Laadscape features such as gardens, orchards, l a b y r i n t h s , a deer 
park, etc. that were oace part of the community are no longer extant, w i t h 
the exception of the l a r g e l y recreated garden of Old Ecoaomy V i l l a g e . 
Other laadscape features were located outside the proposed d i s t r i c t on 
land that has now been densely developed f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 
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The boundaries of the historic district were se''fected to include all 
of the confirmed extant Harmo~ist buildings that are on their original 
sites and to exclude as many non-Harmonist buildings as possible. 
(Several Harmonist buildings within the district were moved from other 
sites.) The Harmonist buildings are defined as those built by or for the 
Harmonists during the pet~d of the Society's existence at Economy, 
1824-1905. Most of these - buildings were constructed in the 1829-1840 
period, but some date to the latter part of the 19th century when the 
Society was aging rapidly and required different types of buildings. 
Because the Harmoninsts built their community as an integrated whole, each 
confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic level of integrity is 
considered contributing to the significance of the district. 

The irregularity of the district boundary is due to the nature of 
post-Harmonist development. After 1905, much of the Harmony Society's 
property was sold to developers who were laying out the new ~djacent steel 
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlin Streets were 
inserted between the existing Harmonist numbered streets, and the new lots 
were quickly filled with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard lots were 
also sold off, for houses, at this time. The result is a juxtaposition of 
two types of architecture: the nineteenth century buildings of the 
Harmonists, and the modest, early twentieth century workers' houses of 
Ambridge. The district boundary consequently extends, finger-like, to 
include the remaining Harmonist streetscapes (along with the 
n0n-contributing houses built between Harmonist ones) but exclude the 
post-1905 streetscapes. 

A large vacant lot between Laughlin and 16th Streets north of Church 
Street has been included, because excluding it would mean leaving a group 
of three Harmonist houses at the northeast corner of this lot isolated 
from the rest of the district as a discontiguous group. Another vacant 
lot at the northwest corner of 12th and Merchant Streets has been 
included, in order that the contributing Harmonist house with excellent 
architectural integrity across Merchant Street (#1198) would be a 
contiguous part of the district. 

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been undertaken 
in the district are located within the boundaries discussed here, two of 
them on the grounds of the museum in the vicinity of the Feast Hall and 
the Grotto, and a third on 13th Street. 

Landscape features such as sardens, orchards, labyrinths, a deer 
park, etc. that were 0ace part of the community are no longer extant, with 
the exception of the largely recreated g~rden of Old Economy Village. 
Other landscape features were located ou~side the proposed dlstrict on 
land that has no~ b e en densely developed for residential and commercial 
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c r o s s i n g Merchant and Church S t r e e t s , t o the west s i d e of Church S t r e e t . 
Proceed n o r t h along the west sid e of Church S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the 
south p r o p e r t y l i a a of 100 15th S t r e e t . Proceed east across Church S t r e e t 
i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l 
the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g I 5 t h S t r e e t t o the southeast corner of 286 15th 
S t r e e t . Proceed n o r t h along i t s east p r o p e r t y l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h 
across 15th S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o a p o i n t on the n o r t h s i d e of the 
s t r e e t . Proceed east along tha a o r t h s i d e of 15th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g 
Merchant S t r e e t , t o the a o r t h e a s t c o r n e r of 15th and Merchaat S t r e e t s . 
Proceed south across 15th S t r e e t l a a s t r a i g h t l i a e , c o a t i a u i n g south 
along tha east si d e of Merchant S t r e e t t o the southwest coraer of the 
p r o p e r t y of 1412 Merchaat S t r e e t . F o l l o w the south and then the east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h along the east p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of 
the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g Merchaat S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i a g across 15th S t r e e t i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the n o r t h e a s t c o r a e r of 1500 Merchant S t r e e t . P r o c a a i 
due west, c r o s s i n g Merchant S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the south s i d e of L a u g h l i a 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the west p r o p e r t y l i n e of 289 L a u g h l i a S t r e e t . 
Proceed west l a a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the southwest corner of the p r o p e r t y of 
288 16th S t r e e t . Proceed east i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e along the south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e s of 288 and 298 16th S t r e e t t o the west s i d e of Merchant S t r e e t and 
proceed n o r t h t o the cor n e r of Merchant and 16th S t r e e t s . Here the 
boundary jogs n o r t h t o i n c l u d e p a r c e l #12-05-516 (no a d d r e s s ) , r e t u r n s t o 
the south side of 16th S t r e e t , and proceeds west along 1 6th S t r e e t across 
Church S t r e e t t o the nor t h w e s t corner of the p r o p e r t y of 68 and 70 16th 
S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , 
c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s 
f a c i n g 16th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Church S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the east 
s i d e of the s t r e e t . Here the boundary f o l l o w s tha a.ist s i d e of Church 
S t r e e t t o the southeast corner of Church and L a u g h l i n S t r e e t s , w i t h a j o g 
to the west to i n c l u d e 1515 Church S t r e e t on the west sid e of the s t r e e t . 
From the c o r n e r , proceed west across Church S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t U n a , 
c o n t i n u i n g west along the south s i d e of L a u g h l i n S t r e e t t o the n o r t h w e s t 
corner of 75 15th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west p r o p e r t y l i n e s o u t h , c o n t i n u i n g 
across 15th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t on the south s i d e of the s t r e e t . Proceed 
west along 15th S t r e e t t o the northwest c o r n e r of 70 15th S t r e e t . F o l l o w 
the west p r o p e r t y l i n e to the n o r t h edge of the Old Economy V i l l a g e 
p r o p e r t y ( p a r c e l #12-01-301). F o l l o w the p r o p e r t y l i n e west and then 
south to the p o i n t of o r i g i n . 
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crossing ~erchant and Church Streets, to the west side of Church Street. 
Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point opposite the 
south proper t y 1 i ,1 e of 10 0 15 th Street • Proceed e 'i s t a c r o s s Church S tree t 
in a straight line, continuing east along the south property lines of all 
the properties faclng 15th Street to the southeast corner of 286 15th 
Street. Proceed north along its east property line, continuing north 
across 15th Street in a straight line to a point on the north side of the 
street. Proceed east along the north side of 15th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street, to the northeast corner of 15th and Merchant Streets. 
Proceed south across 15th Street in a straight line, continuing south 
along the east side of Merchant Street to the southwest corner of the 
property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow the south and then the east 
property lines, continuing north along the east property lines of all of 
the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street in a 
straight line to the northeast corner of 1500 Merchant Street. Pr ocael 
due west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow the south side of Laughli n 
Street to a point opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlin Street. 
Proceed west in a straight line to the southwest corner of the property of 
288 16th Street. Proceed east in a straight line along the south property 
lines of 288 and 296 16th Street to the west side of Merchant Street and 
proceed north to the corner of Merchant and 16th Streets. Here the 
boundary jogs north to include parcel #12-05-516 (no address), returns to 
the south side of 16th Street, and proceeds west along 16th Street across 
Church Street to the northwest corner of the property of 68 and 70 16th 
Street. Follow the west and south property lines of this parcel, 
continuing east along the south property lines of all of the properties 
facing 16th Street, crossing Church Street in a straight line to the east 
side of the street. Here the boundary follows the e ~st side of Church 
Street to the southeast c orner of Church and Laughlin Streets, with a jog 
to the west to include 1515 Church Street on the west side of the street. 
From the corner, proceed west across Church Street in a straight line, 
continuing west along the south side of Laughlin Street to the northwest 
corner of 75 15th Street. Follow the west property line south, continuing 
across 15th Street to a point on the south side of the street. Proceed 
west along 15th Street to the northwest corner of 70 15th Street. Follow 
the west property line to the north edge of the Old Economy Village 
property (parcel #12-01-301). Follow the property line west and then 
south to the point of origin. 
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use, or w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t oa laad which has slace been developed. The 
oaly s i g a l f l c a a t laadscape features remaining, then, are encompassed l a 
the bouadaries discussed here. 
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use, or within the district on land which has since been developed. The 
only significant landscape features remaining, then, are encompassed in 
the boundaries discussed here. 
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1. Name 
historic Economy National Historic Landmark 

DRAFT OMfl No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

and or common Old Economy/Ambridge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, N/A 

not for publication 

city, town Ambr idge "̂ iLbi vicinity of 

state FA code 42 county Beaver code 007 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Prasant U s a 

district public X occupied agriculture -2L_ museum 
buildlng(s) private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure x both worIt in progress y educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment X religious 
object A in process V yes: restricted government scientific 

N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse 

street & numl>er 

city, town Beaver state PA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? x yes no 

date 1985 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Na tional Park Service 

city, town Washington state D.C. 
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1. Name 

historic Economy National Historic Dandmark 

and or common Old Economy/ Ambridge 

2. Location 
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, 

street & number Economy Branch Bel tline RR, and 16th Street 

city, town Ambridge -------

state PA 

3. Classification 
Ownership 
_ public 
_private 
-X- both 

code 

Category 
~district 
_ buildlng(s) 
_ structure 
_site 
_object 

Public Acquisition 
N/ A in process 
N/A being considered 

N/ A vicinity of 

42 county Beaver 

Status 
__x__occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x__ yes: restricted 
~ - yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_x_ commercial 
_x_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple 

street & number 

For NPS UH only 

received 

date entered 

N/A 
_ not for publication 

code 007 

~museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_x_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town _ vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Gour tho use 

street & number 

city, town Beaver state PA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

tltle National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? ~ yes _ no 

date 1985 ~ federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records National Park Service 

city, town Washington state D .C. 



7. Description 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _x_ original site 
good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Dascr iba tha prasant and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Ecoaomy Natioaal Historic Laadmark i s situated aloag the Ohio 
River approximately 18 miles aorthwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
the Borough of Ambridge. I t contains the remaining buildiags of the 
Harmoay Society, a Germaa commuaitarlaa sect who settled there ia 1825 
aad built the towa they would occupy u a t i l the Society's dissoutloa l a 
1905. The approximately 30-acre h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t l i e s oa a level plain 
midway betweea the riverbaak aad h i l l s r i s i a g oa the east. I t iacludes 
Old Ecoaomy Village, a four-acre museum complex owned aad operated by 
the Commoawealth of Peaasylvaaia, coataialag more thaa a dozea major 
Harmoaist buildiags. Surrbuadiag the museum oa three sides i s a grid of 
sevea major streets liaed with over 90 Harmonist houses and other 
Harmoaist buildiags which are privately owaed aad serve mostly as 
resldeaces. 

The a b i l i t y of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t to coavey a d i s t i a c t sease of 
time aad place today derives from several features: the aumber aad 
homogeaeity of Harmoaist buildiags; the recogaizable Harmoaist s i t e 
plaanlag; the assortmeat of types of buildiags; aad the existeace of the 
already-restored museum complex. The d i s t r i c t has aa overall visual 
homogeaeity deriviag from the prepoaderance of Harmoaist buildiags 
arraaged in a recogaizable towo plaa dating to the 1820s. In additioa, 
the restored buildings that comprise the museum complex, along with 
selected individual buildings, outside the museum that retain good 
architectural l a t e g r i t y , serve as architectural focal poiats of the 
d i s t r i c t . i . I , : 

Accentuatiag the ambience, of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s the fact 
that the surrounding community of Ambridge i s so utterly different in 
nature. So densely built was Ambridge (the aame i s a eoatractioa of 
American Bridge, the division of U.S. Steel that purchased much of the 
Harmoaist property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town 
surrounding Economy) that i t serves to iasulate Ecoaomy from other types 
of intrusioas. Duriag the early growth of Ambridge, houses of that era 
were built oa maay of the yard lots l a Ecoaomy. Other, defuact 
Harmoaist buildiags were demolished aad replaced by aew structures aad 
several aoo-resideatial Harmoaist buildings were converted to 
r e s l d e a t l a l use. However, oace this t r a a s i t l o n had occurred, r e l a t i v e l y 
few major physical chaages occurred to the d i s t r i c t . I a spite of 
remodelllags to individual buildings, the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t as a whole 
remaias a v i s i b l e product of the Harmoay Society of the 19th century. 

The commuaity's o r l g l a a l physical core i s s t i l l largely i a t a c t , 
coasistlag of sevea major streets l a i d out by the Harmoalsts: two 
ruaniag aorth-south (Church and Merchant Streets), and five ruanlag 

7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~ good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_ :lL original site 
_ moved date ___________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Economy National Historic Landmark is situated along the Ohio 
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
the Borough of Ambridge. It contains the remaining buildings of the 
Harmony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there in 1825 
and built the town they would occupy until the Societyts diS$OUtion in 
1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district li~s on a level plain 
midway between the riverbank and hills rising on the east. It includes 
Old Economy Village, a four-acre museum complex owned and operated by 
the Commonwealth · of Pennsylvania, containing more than a doze~ major 
Harmonist buildings. Surrounding the museum on three sides is a grid of 
seven major streets lined with over 90 Harmonist houses and other 
Harmonist buildings which are privately owned and serve mostly as 
residences. 

The ability of the historic district to convey a distinct sense of 
time and place today derives from several features: the number and 
homogeneity of Harmonist buildings; the recognizable Harmonist site 
planning; the assortment of types of buildings; and the existence of the 
already-restored museum complex. The district has an overall visual 
homogeneity deriving from the preponderance of Harmonist buildings 
arranged in a recognizable town plan dating to the 1820s. In addition, 
the restored buildings that comprise the museum complex, along with 
selected individual , buildings ,-outside the museum- that retain good 
architectural integrity, serve as architectural focal points of the 
district. - , . ··, , , · ~ 

Accentuating the ambience, of the , historic district is the fact 
that the surrounding community of Ambridge is so utterly different in 
nature. So densely built was Ambridge (the name is a eontraction of 
American Bridge, the division of U.S. Steel that purchased much of the 
Harmonist property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town 
surrounding Economy) that it serves to insulate Economy from other types 
of intrusions. During the early growth of Ambridge, houses of that era 
were built on many of the yard lots in Economy. Other, defunct 
Harmonist buildings were demolished and replaced by new structures and 
several non-residential Harmonist buildings were converted to 
residential use. However, once this transition had occurred, relatively 
few major physical changes occurred to the district. In spite of 
remodellings to individual buildings, the historic district as a whole 
remains a visible product of the Harmony Society of the 19th, century. 

The community's original physical core is still largely intact, 
consisting of seven major streets laid out by the Harmonists: two 
running north-south (Church and Merchant Street~) . and five , running 

• l 
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east-west ( 1 2 t h t h r o u g h 16th S t r e e t s ) . Four narrower s t r e e t s , a l s o 
r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t , were i n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist ones i n 
the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y a f t e r the S o c i e t y ' s d i s s o l u t i o n . These newer 
s t r e e t s occupy what were o r i g i n a l l y the i n t e r i o r s of the Harmonist 
b l o c k s , areas reserved f o r household gardens and u t i l i t y sheds. To the 
ex t e n t p o s s i b l e , they have been d e l e t e d from the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c 
Landmark, r e s u l t i n g i n the f i n g e r - l i k e d i s t r i c t boundary c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
proposed h e r e i n . 

The i n t e r s e c t i o n of 14th and Church S t r e e t s was the f u n c t i o n a l 
c e n t e r of Economy. S i t e d along F o u r t e e n t h S t r e e t were many of the 
So c i e t y ' s i m p o r t a n t community, p u b l i c , and r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s , 
i n c l u d i n g the community Feast H a l l , founder George Rapp's house, the 
s t o r e , business lead e r F r e d e r i c k Rapp's house, the t a i l o r shop w i t h i t s 
l a r g e wine c e l l a r , and the p u b l i c h o t e l / t a v e r n . A l l of these b u i l d i n g s 
except the h o t e l / t a v e r n are e x t a n t . 

W i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the church, the major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s of 
e x c e p t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the museum 
complex, west of Church S t r e e t spanning 14th S t r e e t . The museum complex 
i s the r e s u l t of major r e s t o r a t i o n work undertaken by the S t a t e of 
Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the complex i s 
the Feast H a l l (completed c.1828), the b u i l d i n g t h a t was more than any 
o t h e r , except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' c e n t r a l meeting p l a c e . 
I t s 50' X 96' second f l o o r h a l l was used f o r the S o c i e t y ' s f o u r annual 
c e l e b r a t i o n s , and the b u i l d i n g a l s o housed a school room, l i b r a r y , music 
room, museum, and drawing s c h o o l . I t s steep gambrel r o o f i s a Germanic 
f e a t u r e used i n o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t , though no lon g e r e x t a n t . Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s e r e c t e d a t about the same time — the c o t t o n m i l l and the 
h o t e l / t a v e r n . I t s c l a s s i c a l entrance f u r t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t from a l l 
the o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s except the founder's house. I n s i d e , the 
b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e i l i n g of the h a l l , w i t h i t s a t t a c h e d chamferred 
p i l a s t e r s and sha l l o w w a l l arches, echoes t h a t i n the Church. The 
sh a l l o w arches are a l s o seen i n the t w o - s t o r y porch of the Great House 
and, f o r m e r l y , i n the h o t e l . 

Germanic i n f l u e n c e may a l s o ba seen i n the Granary ( c . l 8 3 2 ) , 
another of the l a r g e s t r e m a i n i n g Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t s f i r s t f l o o r 
i s b u i l t of exposed wood members i n f i l l e d w i t h stone. The wood members 
are c l e a r l y numbered w i t h carved Roman numerals f o r ease of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . This numbering system was used i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
houses as w e l l , a l t h o u g h the wood members were not exposed i n those 
b u i l d i n g s . 
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east-west (12th through 16th Streets). Four narrower streets, also 
running east-west, were inserted between the existing Harmonist ones in 
the early 20th century after the Society's dissolution. These newer 
streets occupy what were originally the interiors of the Harmonist 
blocks, areas reserved for household gardens and utility sheds. To the 
extent possible, they have been deleted from the National Historic , 
Landmark, resulting in the finger-like district boundary configuration 
proposed herein. 

The intersection of 14th and Church Streets was the functional 
center of Economy. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of the 
Society's important community, public, and residential buildings, 
including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, the 
store, business leader Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor shop with its 
large wine cellar, and the public hotel/tavern. All of these buildings 
except the hotel/tavern are extant. 

With the exception of the church, the major Harmonist buildings of 
exceptional architectural significance are located within the museum 
complex, west of Church Street spanning 14th Street. The museum complex 
is the result of major restoration work undertaken by the State of 
Pennsylvania between 1938 and · 1965. At the entrance to the co ,nplex is 
the Feast Hall (completed c.1828), the building that was more than any 
other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' central meeting pl~ce. 
Its 50' x 96' second floor hall was used for the Society's four annual 
celebrations, and the building also housed a school room, library, music 
room, museum, and drawing school. Its steep gambrel roof is a Germanic 
feature used in other significant, though no longer extant, Harmonist 
buildings erected at about the same time--the cotton mill and the 
hotel/tavern. Its classical entrance further distinguishes it from all 
the other Society buildings except the founder's house. Inside, the 
barrel-vaulted ceiling of the hall, with its attached chamferred 
pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes that in the Church. The 
shallow arches are also seen in the two-story porch of the Great House 
and, formerly, in the hotel. 

Germanic influence may also be seen in the Granary (c.1832), 
another of the largest remaining Harmonist buildings. Its first floor 
is built of exposed wood members infill e d with stone. The wood members 
are clearly numbered with carved Roman numerals for ease of 
construction. This numbering system was used in the construction of t he 
houses as well, although the wood members were not exposed in those 
buildings. 
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The Great House ( c . 1 8 2 6 ) , home of founder George Rapp and h i s 
adopted son F r e d e r i c k , the community's business l e a d e r , r e f l e c t s the 
Harmonists' d e s i r e t o b u i l d " i n the American manner," a l t h o u g h i t shows 
German I n f l u e n c e i n the c l i p p e d gables of the r o o f . Though by no means 
o r n a t e , the Great House f e a t u r e s numerous a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s not 
found elsewhere i n tha community: c l a s s i c a l f r o n t i s p i e c e s , carved stone 
s t e p s , d e c o r a t i v e transoms, a t w o - s t o r y r e a r porch, and on the i n t e r i o r , 
a c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e w i t h carved b a n n i s t e r , and f u r n i s h i n g s from 
P h i l a d e l p h i a . Here v i s i t o r s were e n t e r t a i n e d by the Rapps and members 
of the S o c i e t y . 

Other major b u i l d i n g s l o c a t e d on the museum grounds are the 
community k i t c h e n , s i t e d beside the Feast H a l l and used when 
c e l e b r a t i o n s were h e l d l a t h a t b u i l d i n g ; c a b i n e t and t a i l o r shops; a 
s t o r e ; and a warehouse. These b u i l d i n g s are a l l of simple d e s i g n , w i t h 
the l a r g e r b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t b u i l t of b r i c k ( t a i l o r shop and 
s t o r e ) and the s m a l l e r b u i l d i n g s behind them b u i l t of wood ( c a b i n e t shop 
and warehouse). The t a i l o r shop i s n o t a b l e f o r the l a r g e v a u l t e d wine 
c e l l a r , w i t h e x c e e d i n g l y f i n e stonework, t h a t i s i t s basement. 

The Harmonist c h u r c h , l o c a t e d j u s t across Church S t r e e t from Old 
Economy V i l l a g e , I s oaa of the d i s t r i c t ' s most s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , 
both as the f o c a l p o i n t of the S o c i e t y ' s s p i r i t u a l l i f e and as a work of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . With i t s t a l l , t i e r e d c u p o l a / c l o c k tower, housing the 
So c i e t y ' s p e c u l i a r one-handed c l o c k , i t i s the d i s t r i c t ' s most 
conspicuous b u i l d i n g . B u i l t from 1828-1831, the church's design has 
h i s t o r i c a l l y bean c r e d i t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp, as, indeed, have the 
designs of a l l the o t h e r major Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . I t e x h i b i t s t y p i c a l 
Harmonist f e a t u r e s on i t s w e l l - p r e s e r v e d i n t e r i o r , such as a 
b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e i l i n g and a t t a c h e d chamfered p i l a s t e r s w i t h s h a l l o w 
w a l l arches. Because i t s use has remained tha same thr o u g h o u t i t s 
h i s t o r y , the church has had r e l a t i v e l y few a l t e r a t i o n s and i s the best 
preserved Harmonist b u i l d i n g o u t s i d e the grounds of the museum. 

Though the a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r of 19th c e n t u r y Economy may best 
be a p p r e c i a t e d w i t h i n Old Economy V i l l a g e and the Church, the exc»?nt i id 
d u r a t i o n of the Harmonist community and town p l a n i s seen best i n the 
s u r r o u n d l a g r e s l d e a t l a l area. I n s p i t e of decades of non-Harmonist, 
p r i v a t e ownership, t h i s p a r t of the d i s t r i c t r e t a i n s a d i s t i n c t 
appearance and atmosphere due to the o v e r a l l homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and t h e i r r e g u l a r spacing along the s t r e e t s . B u i l t 
e i t h e r of l o c a l l y made b r i c k or of wood l a p s i d i n g , the houses are 
almost a l l two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t and have gable r o o f s w i t h the r o o f 
r i d g e p a r a l l e l l i n g the s t r e e t , g e n e r a l l y a 3x2 bay c o o f i g u r a t i o n and 
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The Great House (c.1826), home of founder George Rapp and his 
adopted son Frederick, the community's business leader, reflects the 
Harmonists' desire to build "in the American manner," although it shows 
German influence in the clipped gables of the roof. Though by no means 
ornate, the Great House features numerous architectural details not 
found elsewhere in the community: classical frontispieces, carved stone 
steps, decorative transoms, a two-story rear porch, and on the interior, 
a central staircase with carved bannister, and furnishings from 
Philadelphia. Here visitors were entertained by the Rapps and members 
of the Society. 

Other major buildings located on the museum grounds are the 
community kitchen, sited beside the Feast 1all and used when 
celebrations were held in that building; cabinet and tailor shops; a 
store; and a warehouse. These buildings are all of simple design, with 
the larger buildings facing 14th Street built of brick (tailor shop and 
store) and the smaller buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop 
and warehouse). The tailor shop is notable for the large vaulted wi ne 
cellar, with exceedingly fine stonework, that is its basement. 

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Old 
Economy Village, is one of the district's most significant buildings, 
both as the focal point of the Society's spiritual life and as a work of 
architecture. With its tall, tiered cupola/clock tower, housing the 
Society's peculiar one-handed clock, it is the district's most 
conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has 
historically been credited to Frederick Rapp, as, indeed, have the 
designs of all the other major Harmonist buildings. It exhibits typical 
Harmonist features on its well-preserved interior, such as a 
barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached chamfered pilasters with shallow 
wall arches. Because its use has remained the same throughout its 
history, the church has had relatively few alterations and is the best 
preserved Harmonist building outside the grounds of the museum. 

Though the architectural character of 19th century Economy may best 
be appreciated within Old Economy Village and the Church, the ext ~nt .1~d 
duration of the Harmonist community and town plan is seen best in the 
surrounding residential area. In spite of decades of non-Harmoni st , 
private ownership, this part of the district retains a distinct 
appearance ~nd atmosphere due to the overall homogeneity of the 
Harmonist houses and their regular spacing along the streets. Built 
either of locally made brick or of wood lap siding, the houses are 
almost all two stories in height and have gable roofs with the roof 
ridge parallelling the street, generally a 3x2 bay configuration and 
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doors t h a t open onto the s i d e garden r a t h e r than the s t r e e t . There are 
30 e x t a n t b r i c k houses and 34 e x t a n t frame houses i n the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t . 

The Harmonists used methods of c o n s t r u c t i o n at Economy t h a t thay 
had used i n t h e i r two p r e v i o u s s e t t l e m e n t s a t Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, IN. I n t h e i r braced-frame system of c o n s t r u c t i o n , each f l o o r 
was framed as an Independent u n i t . Rather than a r o o f r i d g e p o l e , each 
set of r a f t e r s was c o n s t r u c t e d as an independent t r u s s w i t h the c e l l i n g 
r a f t e r as i t s bottom c h o r d . The chimney, b u i l t as a s t r u c t u r a l l y 
Independent u n i t , ran d i a g o n a l l y t h r o u g h the house's a t t i c i n order t o 
e x i t the r o o f a t the r i d g e , where f l a s h i n g was unnecessary. Those 
o r i g i n a l chimneys t h a t remain are of squat p r o p o r t i o n s and are s i t u a t e d 
j u s t o f f - c e n t e r along the r o o f r i d g e . I n s u l a t i o n i n the form of "dutch 
b i s c u i t s " - - s l a t s of wood wrapped w i t h mud and s t r a w — w e r e used, and 
b r i c k was placed between the w a l l studs on the f i r s t f l o o r of frame 
b u i l d i n g s . 

The house p l a n , b a s i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l i n a l l of the houses, c o n s i s t e d 
of t h r e e rooms on each f l o o r , two s m a l l rooms and one l a r g e one. On the 
f i r s t f l o o r , these were an e n t r y h a l l ( c o n t a i n i n g the s t a i r c a s e ) , 
k i t c h e n , and l a r g e r l i v i n g / s l e e p i n g space. Bedrooms were on the second 
f l o o r . A shed-roofed a d d i t i o n , one-room wide, i s a t t a c h e d to n e a r l y a l l 
of the b r i c k houses. Of wood l a p s i d i n g , these sheds have studs 
numbered i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist f a s h i o n and appear t o have been e a r l y . 
Harmonist a d d i t i o n s . 

The e x t e r i o r of the b r i c k houses were designed w i t h s e v e r a l 
f e a t u r e s which were both f u n c t i o n a l and a t t r a c t i v e ; aost of the b r i c k 
houses r e t a i n at l e a s t some of these f e a t u r e s . The simple facade of 
common bond b r i c k was e n l i v e n e d w i t h j a c k arches above windows and 
doors, and a c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e on the long sides of the house. Doorways 
were r a t h e r deeply recessed, and shared the same wood surround of 
m u l t i p l e beading as the windows. The doors themselves were s i x 
p a n e l l e d . 

The c o n s i d e r a b l e garden and yard space of each house I n c l u d e d a 
m u l t i p l e - r o o m wood shed t h a t housed a p r i v y , work-space, and aa 
a a i m a l - s t a l l . 

I n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h the houses were Harmonist b a i l d i a g s s e r v i n g o t h e r 
f u n c t i o n s , such as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e , workshops f o r the making of 
b a r r e l s and h a t s , a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The s m a l l e r , 
n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s were g e n e r a l l y designed to be c o m p a t i b l e i n 
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doors that open onto the side garden rather than the street. There are 
30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses in the historic 
district. 

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Economy that thay 
had used in their two previous settlements at Harmony, PA and New 
Harmony, IN. In their braced-frame system of construction, each floor 
was framed as an independent unit. Rather than a roof ridgepole, each 
set of rafters was constructed as an independent truss with the ceiling 
rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, bullt as a structurally 
independent unit, ran diagonally through the house's attic in order to 
exit the roof at the ridge, where flashing was unnecessary. Those 
original chimneys that remain are of squat proportions and are situated 
just off-center along the roof ridge. Insulation in the form of "dutch 
biscuits"--slats of wood wrapped with mud and straw--were used, and 
brick was placed between the wall studs on the first floor of frame 
buildings. 

The house plan, basically identical in all of the houses, consisted 
of three rooms on each floor, two small rooms and one large one. On the 
first floor, these were an entry hall (containing the staircase), 
kitchen, and larger living/sleeping space. Bedrooms were on the second 
floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, is attached to nearly all 
of the brick houses. Of wood lap siding, these sheds have studs 
numbered in the typical Harmonist fashion and appear to have been early, 
Harmonist additions. 

The exterior of the brick houses were designed with several 
features which were both functional and attractive; ;nost of the brick 
houses retain at least some of these features. The simple facade of 
common bond brick was enlivened with jack arches above windows and 
doors, and a corbelled cornice on the long sides of the house. Doorways 
were rather deeply recessed, and shared the same wood surround of 
multiple beading as the windows. The doors themselves were six 
panelled. 

The considerable garden and yard space of each house included a 
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, and an 
animal-stall. 

Interspersed with the houses were Harmonist buildings serving other 
functions, such as a doctor's office, workshops for the making of 
barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The smaller, 
non-residential buildings were generally designed to be compatible in 
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s c a l e and m a t e r i a l s w i t h the houses. Several of these n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l 
Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are e x t a n t . The major i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s , 
r e q u i r i n g l a r g e amounts of water f r o a the r i v e r or producing unpleasant 
odors, were r e l e g a t e d t o the o u t s k i r t s of the community. These 
b u i l d i n g s have not s u r v i v e d . 

The Harmonists' most i m p o r t a n t garden was c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d and 
remains on the grouads of the museum. A place of m e d i t a t i o n , i t 
i n c l u d e s two i m p o r t a a t s t r u c t u r e s w i t h a l l e g o r i c a l s i g a l f i c a n c e f o r the 
community: the P a v i l i o n and the G r o t t o . The P a v i l i o n , a c l a s s i c a l 
d e s ign a t t r i b u t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp, was b u i l t i n 1831 and housed the 
wood-sculpted female f i g u r e of Economy. Scholars s p e c u l a t e t h a t she 
r e p r e s e n t s "the s p i r i t u a l harmoay [ t h e Harmonists] hoped to achieve here 
on e a r t h and a f t e r w a r d s i n heaven."! (The present p a v i l i o n i s a 
r e p l i c a t l o a of the o r l g l a a l , which d e t e r i o r a t e d aad was d i s m a a t l e d l a 
the 1890s.) The G r o t t o , a round, rough stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h t h a t c h e d 
r o o f , has a marvelous c l a s s i c a l i n t e r i o r , as r e f i n e d as the b u i l d i n g ' s 
e x t e r i o r i s rude. This c o a t r a s t coaveyed the d i f f e r e n c e between the 
s u p e r f i c i a l and the s u b s t a n t i a l , the temporal and the s p i r i t u a l . 

The s i t e p l a n of Economy was not a r i g i d g r i d d i v i d e d s t r i c t l y l o t o 
d i s c r e e t areas of d i f f e r e a t uses, but i t was aa o r d e r l y p a t t e r a w i t h 
d e f i n i t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s f o r a e s t h e t i c q u a l i t y . B u i l d i n g s s i t e d along 
the s t r e e t a l t e r n a t e d w i t h open l o t s , c r e a t i n g a c o n s i s t e n t s p a t i a l 
p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . P r e d i c t a b l y , post-Harmonist developniaat 
r e s u l t e d i n the c o a s t r u c t i o n of newer houses i n these open l o t s ; 
n e v e r t h e l e s s , the o r i g i n a l Harmoaist p l a n remains d i s c e r n a b l e . 

Economy's houses can be grouped i n t o f o u r b a s i c t y p e s , r e f l e c t i n g 
the few, but d i f f e r e n t , housing arrangements necessary i n the community. 
The f o l l o w i n g i n v e n t o r y d e s c r i b e s the i n d i v i d u a l r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g 
types i n d e t a i l , and then l i s t s a l l the b u i l d i n g s i n order by l o c a t i o n 
and address, w i t h the museum complex discussed f i r s t . The r e s i d e n t i a l 
b u i l d i n g s are keyed t o the a p p r o p r i a t e b u i l d i n g t y p e s . 

The precedent f o r t h i s type of i n v e n t o r y coraas from the Harmonists 
themselves, who I n v e n t o r i e d t h e i r r e a l e s t a t e h o l d i n g s i n 1833 and 
determined the same f o u r types of residences.2 (An a d d i t i o n a l type they 
c a t a l o g u e d has no e x t a n t examples.) The same f o u r b asic types were used 
again i n a comprehensive p l a n n i n g s tudy of the d i s t r i c t prepared by 
Green l a t e r a a t l o a a l l a 1977. A l l b u i l d i n g s not c o r r e s p o n d i n g to one of 
these f o u r types ( I n c l u d i n g most of the museum b u i l d i n g s ) are d e s c r i b e d 
i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
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scale and materials with the houses. Several of these non-residential 
Harmonist buildings are extant. The major industrial buildings, 
requiring large amounts of water froa the river or producing unpleasant 
odors, were relegated to the outskirts of the community. These 
buildings have not survived. 

The Harmonists' most important garden was centrally located and 
remains on the grounds of the museum. A place of meditation, it 
includes two important structures with allegorical significance for the 
community: the Pavilion and the Grotto. The Pavilion, a classical 
design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built in 1831 and housed the 
wood-sculpted female figure of Economy. Scholars speculate that she 
represents "the spiritual harmony [the Harmonists] hoped to achieve here 
on earth and afterwards in heaven."1 (The present pavilion is a 
replication of the original, which deteriorated and was dismantled in 
the 1890s.) The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched 
roof, has a marvelous classical interior, as refined as the building's 
exterior is rude. This contrast conveyed the difference between the 
superficial and the substantial, the temporal and the spiritual. 

The site plan of Economy was not a rigid grid divided strictly into 
discreet areas of different uses, but it was an orderly pattern with 
definite considerations for aesthetic quality. Buildings sited alon3 
the street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent spati~l 
pattern of solid and void. Predictably, post-Harmonist develop,e~t 
resulted in the construction of newer houses in these open lots; 
nevertheless, the original Harmonist plan remains discernable. 

Economy's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting 
the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary in the community. 
The following inventory describes the individual residential building 
types in detail, and then lists all the buildings in order by location 
and address, with the ,nuseum complex discussed first. The residential 
buildings are keyed to the appropriate building types. 

The precedent for this type of inventory comes from the Harmonises 
themselves, who inventoried their real estate holdings in 1833 and 
determined the same four types of residences.2 (An additional type they 
catalogued has no extant examples.) The same four basic types were used 
again in a comprehensive planning study of the district prepared by 
Green International in 1977. All buildings not corresponding to one of 
these four types (including most of the museum building~) ~re described 
individually. 
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Each s t r u c t u r e i s d e s i g n a t e d as e i t h e r Key, C o n t r i b u t i n g , or 
N o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the d i s t r i c t . A l l Key and C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s 
were b u i l t or used by the Harmonists i n the 1824-1890 p e r i o d . Key 
b u i l d i n g s comprise the h e a r t of the n a t i o n a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t r e s o u r c e , and 
a r e , i n d i v i d u a l l y , h i s t o r i c a l and/or a r c h i t e c t u r a l f o c a l p o i n t s of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are those which v i s u a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y 
p l a y a p a r t i n conveying the landmark's sense of time and p l a c e . I t 
should be emphasized t h a t because the d i s t r i c t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e i s 
p r i m a r i l y as the s i t e of an i n f l u e n t i a l 1 9 th c e n t u r y communitarian s e c t , 
the c o l l e c t i v e h i s t o r i c a s s o c i a t i o n of the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s i s more 
i m p o r t a n t than the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y of the s u r f a c e s of the 
i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s . The d i s t r i c t ' s v i s u a l s t r o n g p o i n t — t h e l a r g e l y 
I n t a c t town p l a n — i s r e p r e s e a t e d by s t r e e t s c a p e s as a whole r a t h e r than 
by I n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i a g s . I t i s from e x p e r l e a c i a g the e a t l r e complex of 
re m a i a l a g Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t one f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e s the S o c i e t y ' s 
s i z e , homogeneity, t e c h n i c a l s k i l l , and a e s t h e t i c b u i l d i n g design and 
town p l a n n i n g — a l l of which c o n t r i b u t e d t o Ecoaomy's success and 
l o n g e v i t y as a community. 

A l l C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s , however, share b a s i c f e a t u r e s which 
make them r e c o g n i z a b l y Harmonist. These f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e s i t l a g , 
massing, s t r u c t u r e , dimensions, r o o f type and o r i e n t a t i o n , and 
f e n e s t r a t i o n p a t t e r n . E x c e p t i o n s t o these c r i t e r i a are two b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h i n the museum complex aad two o u t s i d e the museum which have been 
moved i n or d e r to prevent t h e i r d e m o l i t i o n . These b u i l d i n g s are 
co n s i d e r e d C o n t r i b u t i n g because of t h e i r obvious Harmonist o r i g i n s 
and/or a b i l i t y t o convey v a l u a b l e i a f o r m a t i o a about the Harmoaist way of 
l i f e . V a r i o u s types of modera s l d l a g have obscured the o r l g l a a l s i d i n g 
of a l l but one of the frame houses aad a few of the b r i c k oaes; t h i s has 
n o t , however, a f f e c t e d the b u i l d i n g s ' o r i g i n a l 19th c e n t u r y s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h i t s unique Harmonist c o n s t r u c t i o n d e t a i l s , sach as numbered s t u d s , 
"dutch b i s c u i t " and b r i c k i n s u l a t i o n , p l a s t e r , chimney c o n s t r u c t i o n , and 
i n t e r i o r c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s are non-Harmonist b u i l d i n g s which are 
i n c l u d e d i n the d i s t r i c t f o r reasons of geographic n e c e s s i t y o n l y . A l l 
b u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n s are showa oa the a t t a c h e d s i t e p l a n . (A separate 
p l a n f o r Old Economy the museum complex, i n c l u d e s b u i l d i n g s #1-22.) 

1. R e i b e l , Guide t o Old Economy, p.26. 

2. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 
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Each structure is designated as either Key, Contributing, or 
Non-contributing to the district. All Key and Contributing buildings 
were built or used by the Harmonists in the 1824-1890 period. Key 
buildings comprise the heart of the nationally significant resource, and 
are, individually, historical and/or architectural focal points of the 
district. 

Contributing buildings are those which visually and historically 
play a part in conveying the landmark's sense of time and place. It 
should be emphasized that because the district's significance is 
primarily as the site of an influential 19th century communitarian sect, 
the collective historic association of the Harmonist buildings is more 
important than the architectural integrity of the surfaces of the 
individual buildings. The district's visual strong point--the largely 
intact town plan--is represented by streetscapes as a whole rather than 
by individual buildings. It is from experiencing the entire complex of 
remaining Harmonist buildings that one fully appreciates the Society's 
size, homogeneity, technical skill, and aesthetic building design and 
town planning--all of which contributed to Economy's success and 
longevity as a community. 

All Contributing buildings, however, share basic features which 
make them recognizably Harmonise. These features include siting, 
massing, structure, dimensions, roof type and orientation, and 
fenestration pattern. Exceptions to these criteria are two buildings 
within the museum complex and two outside the museum which have been 
moved in order to prevent their demolition. These buildings are 
considered Contributing because of their obvious Harmonist origins 
and/or ability to convey valuable information about the Harmonist way of 
life. Various types of modern siding have obscured the original siding 
of all but one of the frame houses and a few of the brick ones; this has 
not, however, affected the buildings' original 19th century structure 
with its unique Harmonise construction details, such ~s numbered studs, 
"dutch biscuit" and brick insulation, plaster, chimney construction, and 
interior configuration. 

Non-Contributing buildings are non-Harmonise buildings which are 
included in the district for reasons of geographic necessity only. All 
building locations are shown on the attached $lte plan. (A separate 
plan for Old Economy the museum complex, includes buildings #1-22.) 

1. Reibel, Guide to Old Economy, p.26. 

2. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837. 
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TYPE A: Two-story B r i c k House; 

Has a three-by-two-bay p l a n w i t h a gable r o o f - - w l t h r i d g e p o l e 
r u n n i n g e a s t - w e s t — a n d a c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimney l o c a t e d on the 
r i d g e , j u s t east of c e n t e r . I n s e v e r a l I n s t a n c e s the p l a n i s 
two-by-two bays, but these v a r i a t i o n s appear t o be o r i g i n a l . The 
b r i c k i s l a i d i n common bond, w i t h f l a t arches above tha windows 
and door, c o r b e l l i n g a t the c o r n i c e , and a w a t e r t a b l e . Windows 
are double hung sash, s i x - o v e r - s i x , except f o r s m a l l , s i n g l e 
a t t i c windows i n each gable end. The door i s l o c a t e d on the 
end of the house, r a t h e r than on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Most 
houses of t h i s type have a wood shed a d d i t i o n on the r e a r , one 
room wide, w i t h I t s own door, a l s o on the end of the house. 
These were added d u r i a g the Harmonist e r a , p r o b a b l y s h o r t l y 
a f t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the main s e c t i o n of the house. This house 
type r e t a i n s the best i n t e g r i t y i n the d i s t r i c t . There are 30 
e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e . 

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House: 

Almost i d e n t i c a l t o Type A except c o n s t r u c t e d of wood. B u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s type have t y p i c a l l y been c o n s i d e r a b l y a l t e r e d . The most 
common a l t e r a t i o n s have been the a p p l i c a t i o n of new s i d i n g and 
r o o f i n g m a t e r i a l , the replacement of window sash, and o c c a s i o n a l l y , 
s l i g h t changes i n window s i z e , the a d d i t i o n of windows, the a d d i t i o n 
of eave r e t u r n s , and the a d d i t i o n of a door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . 
(The l a t t e r two a d d i t i o n s occur which such frequency and appear to 
date t o such an e a r l y era t h a t i t i s b e l i e v e d these changes were 
made by the Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s 
of t h i s t y p e . I n s p i t e of the common a l t e r a t i o n s t o these wood 
houses, they remaia i m p o r t v i s u a l elements i n the d i s t r i c t s t r e e t ­
scape, both because of t h e i r s i t i n g r e l a t i v e t o the s t r e e t and 
o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , and because they r e t a i n the basic 
elements of the Harmonists' r e s i d e n t i a l d e s i g n — f o r m , massing, 
f e n e s t r a t i o n p a t t e r n , and unique s t r u c t u r a l d e t a i l s . 

TYPE C; Two-story Frame Double House; 

S i t e d w i t h i t s gable end toward the s t r e e t , the b u i l d i n g has f i v e -
by-two bays, w i t h m u l t i p l e chimneys, doors on the east or west 
s i d e s , and windows of t a l l e r p r o p o r t i o n s thao the s m a l l e r houses. 
The a l t e r a t l o a s t o these b u i l d i n g s are s i m i l a r t o those seen on the 
Type B houses. There are 4 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of t h i s t y p e . 

NPS Form 10-800-a 
Gl2I 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
lnventory-Nom·ination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark 

TYPE A: Two-story Brick House: 

Item number 7 

0 MB No. 10 24- 001 8 
Expires 10 - Jl - 87 

Page 7 

Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof--with ridgepole 
running east-west--and a corbelled brick chimney located on the 
ridge, just east of center. In several instances the plan is 
two-by-two bays, but these variations appear to be original. The 
brick is laid in common bond, with flat arches above the windows 
and door, corbelling at the cornice, and a watertable. Windows 
are double hung sash, six-over-six, except for small, single 
attic windows in each gable end. The door is located on the 
end of the house, rather than on the street elevation. Most 
houses of this type have a wood shed addition on the rear, one 
room wide, with its own door, also on the end of the house. 
These were added during the Harmonist era, probably shortly 
after construction of the main section of the house. This house 
type retains the best integrity in the district. There are 30 
extant buildings of this type. 

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House: 

Almost identical to Type A except constructed of wood. Buildings 
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The most 
common alterations have been the application of new siding and 
roofing material, the replac e ment of window sash, and occasionally, 
slight changes in window size, the addition of windows, the addition 
of eave returns, and the addition of a door on the street elevation. 
(The latter two additions occur which such frequency and appear to 
date to such an early era that it is believed these changes were 
made by the Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 extant buildings 
of this type. In spite of the common alterations to these wood 
houses, they remain import visual elements in the district street­
scape, both because of their siting relative to the street and 
other Harmonist buildings, and because they retain the basic 
elements of the Harmonists' residential design--form, massing, 
fenestration pattern, and unique structural details. 

TYPE C: Two-story Frame Double House: 

Sited with its gable end toward the street, the building has five­
by-two bays, with multiple chimneys, doors on the east or west 
sides, and windows of taller proportions than the smaller houses. 
The alterations to these buildings are similar to those seen on the 
Type B houses. There are 4 extant buildings of this type. 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a Q^B NO. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-37 

United States Department off the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy National " ' '  
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item numtaer 7 Page 8 

TYPE D: One-story Frame House; 

Smal l , o n e - s t o r y - w i t h a t t i c house w i t h a two by t h r e e bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h gable r o o f — r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r to the 
s t r e e t - - a n d c e n t r a l chimney. There are 2 e x t a n t b u i l d i n g s of 
t h i s t y p e . 

B u i l d i n g I n v e n t o r y : 

1. Feast H a l l , 14th and Church S t r e e t s , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. B u i l t 1826-1828. 

One of the l a r g e s t e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , measuring 
118' X 54' and 50' t a l l a t the r i d g e p o l e , s i t e d at the major 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of the community, t h i s i s a t a l l 2 - 1 / 2 - s t o r y 
b u i l d i n g of b r i c k w i t h a gambrel r o o f hipped at each end, the 
r i d g e p o l e o r i e n t e d east-west l i k e n e a r l y a l l the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s along 14th S t r e e t . One of the few b u i l d i n g s w i t h b r i c k 
l a i d I n Flemish bond. Wood-shlngled r o o f p i e r c e d by dormers, 
w i t h f o u r c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimneys along tha r i d g e p o l e . Wood co r ­
n i c e i s f i n e l y d e n t l l l e d . Large 6/6 sash windows have o r i g i n a l 
frames w i t h j a c k arches above. Main entrance ( e a s t end) c o n s i s t s 
of a double door beneath a 7-pane f a n l i g h t w i t h a c l a s s i c a l sur­
round. West end door has a r e c t a n g u l a r transom w i t h a c u r v i l i n e a r 
m o t i f . Other doors are l o c a t e d at east and west ends of the n o r t h 
s i d e . 

C e n t r a l h a l l p l a n of tha f i r s t s t o r y remains i n t a c t , w i t h 
s e v e r a l rooms, each w i t h f i r e p l a c e , f l a n k i n g the h a l l . Second 
f l o o r c o n s i s t s almost e n t i r e l y of the a c t u a l f e a s t h a l l (50' x 96') 
The 8-bay h a l l i s spanaed by aa e l l i p t i c a l l y - s h a p e d b a r r e l - v a u l t 
of wood plaaks p i e r c e d by wladows on the s i d e s , w i t h engaged 
chamferred p i l a s t e r s j o i n e d by e l l i p t i c a l w a l l arches on the n o r t h 
and south s i d e s . East and west ends f e a t u r e trompe I ' o e i l p a i n t l i ^ 
of the same c o n f i g u r a t l o a , w i t h s i a g l e , r e a l doors a t the t h i r d 
f l o o r l e v e l . 

2. Granary, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

The b u i l d i n g I s 5-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l w i t h a 3x7 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 
The stone and t i m b e r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the f i r s t s t o r y i s unique 
i n the community. S i d i n g on the o t h e r f l o o r s i s of wide, p l a i n 
boards; the gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs a o r t h - s o u t h ) i s sheathavl 
w i t h wood s h i n g l e s . 
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Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con­
figuration, with gable roof--ridgepole perpendicular to the 
street--and central chimney. There are 2 extant buildings of 
this type. 

Building Inventory: 

1. Feast Hall, 14th and Church Streets, Old Economy Village. 
Key. Built 1826-1828. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring 
118' x 54' and SO' tall at the ridgepole, sited at the major 
intersection of the community, this is a tall 2-1/2-story 
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the 
ridgepole oriented east-west like nearly all the Harmonist 
buildings along 14th Street. One of the few buildings with brick 
laid in fle~ish bond. Wood-shingled roof pierced by dormers, 
with four corbelled brick chimneys along the ridgepole. Wood cor­
nice is finely dentilled. Large 6/6 sash windows have original 
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists 
of a double door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur­
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a curvilinear 
motif. Other doors are located at east and west ends of the north 
side. 

Central hall plan of the first story remains intact, with 
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking the hall. Second 
floor consists almost entirely of the actual feast hall (50' x 96'). 
The 8-bay hall is spanned by an elliptically-shaped barrel-vault 
of wood planks pierced by windows on the sides, with engaged 
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on the nort , 
and south sides. East and west ends feature trompe l'oeil paint l ,~., 
of the same configuration, with single, real doors at the thir <l 
floor level. 

2. Granary, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

The building is 5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configurati on. 
The stone and timber construction of the first story is unique 
in the community. Siding on the other floors is of wide, plai n 
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) is sheathe ,! 
with wood shingles. 
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The i n t e r i o r i s made up of l a r g e , siagle rooms, w i t h a system 
of twelve i a t e r i o r posts, each w i t h four kaee braces at the head, 
extending up through the f i r s t four f l o o r s . There i s a large 
stone c e l l a r . 

Cabinet Shop, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1326. 

One s t o r y - w l t h - a t t i c , rectangular b u i l d i n g of wood s i d i n g of 
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 windows. There i s a single 
door on the south end, and an a t t i c door above flanked by louvered 
openings. A small entrance h a l l on the south contains a s t a i r to 
the storage l o f t and opens onto a small room beside i t on the south 
end and a large room on the north end. Many of the o r i g i n a l t o o l s 
and equipment remain i n s i d e . 

Community Kitchen, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

One-story rectangular b u i l d l a g of wood lap s i d i n g , w i t h a bead 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-wast) has a c e n t r a l , extended section that 
provides v e n t i l a t i o n and m u l t i p l e chimneys. 6/6 windows r e t a i n 
some o r i g i n a l glass. A single door i s located i n c e n t r a l bay on 
south side. The o r i g i n a l b r i c k f l o o r , b r i c k aad stone cooking 
area, and some o r i g i n a l cooking k e t t l e s are i n t a c t i n s i d e . 

T a i l o r Shop and Wine C e l l a r , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o a t r i b u t i a g . c.1826. 

Large two-story b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c , of 7x4 bays w i t h gable roof 
( r i d g e p o l e runs east-west). Brick i s l a i d l a commoa bond, w i t h 
jack arches above windows aad doors, and a d e n t l l l e d and corbelled 
cornice. Unlike the other b u i l d i n g s , t h i s one has a dressed stone 
watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side 
( f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t ) , but a b r i c k watertable and p l a i n stone founda­
t i o n on other sides. Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 
and much of the glass appear to be o r i g i n a l . Doors are located 
on n o r t h , east, and south e l e v a t i o n s ; those on the north aad south 
are wide and 6-paaelled, w i t h four-pane traasoms. The top stone 
doorstep has curved stone d e t a i l i n g (there are three s t e p s ) . The 
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine c e l l a r aad Is w i t h i n 
a wood v e s t i b u l e . 
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The interior is made up of large, single rooms, with a system 
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at the head, 
extending up through the first four floors. There is a large 
stone cellar. 

3. Cabinet Shop, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1326. 

One story-with-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of 
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 windows. There is a single 
door on the south end, and an attic door above flanked by louvered 
openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to 
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it on the south 
end and a large room on the north end. Many of the original tools 
and equipment remain inside. 

4. Community Kitchen, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

One-story rectangular building of wood lap siding, with a be ad 
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shingled gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that 
provides ventilation and multiple chimneys. 6/6 windows retain 
some original glass. A single door is located in central bay on 
south side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking 
area, and some original cooking kettles are intact inside. 

5. Tailor Shop and Wine Cellar, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof 
(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick is laid in common bond, with 
jack arches above windows and doors, and a dentilled and corbelled 
cornice. Unlike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone 
wat-ertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side 
(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda­
tion on other sides. Windows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames 
and much of the glass appear to be original. Doors are located 
on north, east, and south elevations; those on the north and south 
are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The top stone 
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The 
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine cellar and is with in 
a wood vestibule. 
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I n t e r i o r ; Some f l o o r i n g i s o r i g i n a l , as w e l l as doors, base­
board, s t a i r c a s e , p l a s t e r , the p u l l e y on a t t i c door, and mantels. 
There are f o u r rooms on each f l o o r w i t h a c e n t e r h a l l r u n n i n g 
n o r t h - s o u t h . O r l g l a a l t o o l s are oa d i s p l a y . The l a r g e v a u l t e d 
wine c e l l a r beneath the b u i l d i n g has steep stone steps and a p u l l e y 
mechanism f o r b r i n g i n g casks i n and o u t , a stone f l o o r , and some 
o r i g i n a l wine casks. The v a u l t i s 15' h i g h w i t h s t o n e - v a u l t e d 
p e n e t r a t i o n s s l o p i n g up to the e i g h t wladows a t grade l e v e l . 

6. S t o r e . Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Key. 1828. 

This b u i l d i n g was where the Harmonists' many pro d u c t s were 
s o l d t o the p u b l i c . I t i s a l a r g e t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g w i t h a t t i c 
of 5x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e runs east-west) and a 
c e l l a r beneath the western h a l f . The b r i c k i s l a i d i n common 
bond, w i t h j a c k arches above windows and doors, a c o r b e l l e d and 
d e n t l l l e d c o r n i c e , and a b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e . Windows are 8/12, 
double-hung sash; most, i f not a l l , appear to be o r i g i n a l and i n 
the o r i g i n a l frames ( s i l l s may be r e p l a c e m e n t s ) . F i r s t f l o o r 
windows have p l a i n wood s h u t t e r s w i t h an i r o n c l o s i n g mechanism. 
Doors are l o c a t e d on n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s , set h i g h , a t the 
w a t e r t a b l e , and have four-pane transoms. L i k e many o t h e r doors 
i n Old Economy V i l l a g e , these are a f l a t 6-panel d e s i g n . Doors 
on the west end of the b u i l d i n g , at the second f l o o r and a t t i c 
l e v e l , a l l o w e d f o r l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g . The f o u n d a t i o n i s of 
dressed st o n e . 

The four-room per f l o o r w i t h c e n t r a l h a l l p l a n matches t h a t 
of the t a i l o r shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as d i s p l a y 
rooms and o t h e r s as st o r a g e f o r l a r g e amounts of t o o l s , equipment, 
and b o t t l e s . 

7. Baker House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. The was o r i g i n a l l y the house of Johannes Langenbacher 
(name changed t o B a k e r ) , the S o c i e t y ' s s t o r e k e e p e r and l a t e r tha 
S o c i e t y ' s Senior T r u s t e e when founder George Rapp d i e d i n 1847. 
Al t h o u g h the house was moved from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e , s e v e r a l yards 
to the west, i n the 1950s when Route 65 r e p l a c e d the R i v e r Road, 
the p r o p e r t y i s p o s i t i o n e d i n r e l a t i o n t o i t s present s i t e as i t 
was p o s i t i o n e d a t i t s nearby h i s t o r i c s i t e , and the g e n e r a l en­
vironment of the new s i t e i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the o r i g i n a l s i t e . 
As an elemeat of the Old Economy Museum r e s t o r a t i o n u n d e r t a k i n g , 
the house forms p a r t of a r e s t o r a t i o n master p l a n , c o n t r i b u t i n g 
to the o v e r a l l Impact of the museum complex. 
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Interior: Some flooring is original, as well as doors, base­
board, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door, and mantels. 
There are four rooms on each floor with a center hall running 
north-south. Original tools are on display. The large vaulted 
wine cellar beneath the building has steep stone steps and a pulley 
mechanism for bringing casks in and out, a stone floor, and some 
original wine casks. The vault is 15' high with stone-vaulted 
penetrations sloping up to the eight windows at grade level. 

6. Store. Old Economy Village. 
Key. 1828. 

This building was where the Harmonists' many products were 
sold to the public. It is a large two-story building with attic 
of 5x2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a 
cellar beneath the western half. The brick is laid in common 
bond, with jack arches above windows and doors, a corbelled and 
dentilled cornice, and a brick watertable. Windows are 8/12, 
double-hung sash; most, if not all, appear to be original and in 
the original frames (sills may be replacements). First floor 
windows have plain wood shutters with an iron closing mechanism. 
Doors are located on north and south elevations, set high, at the 
watertable, and have four-pane transoms. Like many other doors 
in Old Economy Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Doors 
on the west end of the building, at the second floor and attic 
level, allowed for loading and unloading. The foundation is of 
dressed stone. 

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that 
of the tailor shop next door. Some of the rooms serve as display 
rooms and others as storage for large amounts of tools, equipment, 
and bottles. 

7. Baker House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. 1826. 

TYPE A. The was originally the house of Johannes Langenbacher 
(name changed to Baker), the Society's storekeeper and later th ~ 
Society's Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died in 1847. 
Although the house was moved from its original site, several yards 
to the west, in the 1950s when Route 65 replaced the River Road, 
the property is positioned in relation to its present site as it 
was positioned at its nearby historic site, and the general en­
vironment of the new site is similar to that of the original site. 
As an element of the Old Economy Museum restoration undertaking, 
the house forms part of a restoration master plan, contributing 
to the overall impact of the museum complex. 
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8. Shed, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . Reconstruction c.1950. 

During the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s one-story, 
wood shed was b u i l t along the l i n e s of a then-extant o r i g i n a l shed 
outside the State-owned property. Because the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n was 
accurately executed as part of a r e s t o r a t i o n master plan f o r the Old 
Economy museum, i s s i t e d i n the h i s t o r i c a l l y correct r e l a t i o n s h i p 
to a Harmonist house, and i s now the only s u r v i v i n g example of 
Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , i t i s considered to be a c o n t r i b u t i n g 
element of the d i s t r i c t . The Harmonists constructed sheds behind 
t h e i r houses to serve as st a b l e , storage, workspace, and p r i v y . 
This one i s b u i l t o f - p l a i n wood l a p - s i d i n g w i t h a gable roof, 
ridgepole running east-west. There are f i x e d , multi-paned sash 
windows and several s i n g l e doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. This d i f f e r s from the standard type by having a two, 
rather than three, bay facade. Moved a short distance and restored 
as part of the museum complex, i t was o r i g i n a l l y the house of 
Jooathaa Leaz, one of the Society's t r u s t e e s . I t s present s i t i n g 
maintains the o r i g i n a l s p a t i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p of the house to other 
houses and to the s t r e e t . As aa elemeat of the Old Economy museum 
r e s t o r a t i o n undertaking, tha house forms part of a r e s t o r a t i o n 
master plan, c o n t r i b u t i n g to the o v e r a l l impact of the museum 
complex. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

Two-story, 3x1 bay b u i l d i n g w i t h gable roof (ridgepole runs east-
west) of wood lap s i d i n g of varied widths w i t h a beaded lower 
edge. This i s the only frame b u i l d i n g w i t h I t s o r i g i n a l clapboards 
w i t h beaded bottom edges i n t a c t . I t had not been used f o r many 
years before the r e s t o r a t i o n , and retained considerable a r c h i t e c ­
t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . Windows are 6/6, double-hung; there i s a wide 
c e n t r a l door on the south side. The i n t e r i o r rat.ilns e x c e l l e n t 
i n t e g r i t y ; a c e n t r a l supporting post has chamfered edges, as 
seea oa the p i l a s t e r s i n the Feast H a l l and the Church. The 
b u i l d l a g i s f i l l e d w i t h Harmoaist tools aad equipment. 
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During the restoration of Old Economy Village, this one-story, 
wood shed was built along the lines of a then-extant original shed 
outside the State-owned property. Because the reconstruction was 
accurately executed as part of a restoration master plan for the Old 
Economy museum, is sited in the historically correct relationship 
to a Harmonist house, and is now the only surviving example of 
Harmonist shed structure, it is considered to be a contributing 
element of the district. The Harmonists constructed sheds behind 
their houses to serve as stable, storage, workspace, and privy. 
This one is built of -plain wood lap-siding with a gable roof, 
ridgepole running east-west. There are fixed, multi-paned sash 
windows and several single doors. 

9. Lenz House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. This differs from the standard type by having a two, 
rather than three, bay facade. Moved a short distance and restored 
as part of the museum complex, it was originally the house of 
Jonathan Lenz, one of the Society's trustees. Its present siting 
maintains the original spatial relationship of the house to other 
houses and to the street. As an element of the Old Economy museum 
restoration undertakin3, th~ house forms part of a restoration 
master plan, contributing to the overall impact of the museum 
complex. 

10. Warehouse, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Two-story, 3xl bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east­
west) of wood lap siding of varied widths with a beaded lower 
edge. This is the only frame building with its original clapboards 
with beaded bottom edges intact. It had not been used for many 
years before the restoration, and retained considerable architec­
tural integrity. Windows are 6/6, double-hung; there is a wide 
central door on the south side. The interio~ ret~ins excellent 
integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as 
seen on the pilasters in the Feast Hall and the Church. The 
building is filled with Harmonist tools and equipment. 
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11. Great House. Old Ecoaomy V i l l a g e . 
Key. c. 1826. 

The b u i l d i n g served p r i m a r i l y as a res i d e n c e f o r George and 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp (and l a t e r , the Trustees of the S o c i e t y ) and secon­
d a r i l y as the showplace of the Harmony S o c i e t y . V i s i t o r s were 
o f t e n e n t e r t a i n e d i n t h i s b u i l d i n g by the Rapps. 

This l a r g e r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i s composed of two a d j o i n i n g 
s e c t i o n s : the long s e c t i o n f a c i n g Church S t r e e t known as the 
George Rapp House, and the s m a l l e r , but t a l l e r s e c t i o n , s i t e d 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y t o i t on i t s n o r t h end, known as the F r e d e r i c k 
Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the f i r s t to be b u i l t and c o n s i s t s 
of a t w o - s t o r y , s i x - b a y s e c t i o n f l a n k e d by on e - s t o r y wings on the 
n o r t h and south ends. Of b r i c k l a i d i n Flemish bond, i t has a 
gable r o o f ( r i d g e p o l e r u n n i a g n o r t h - s o u t h ) t r u n c a t e d a t the ends, 
b r i c k chimneys at the r i d g e p o l e , h i p - r o o f e d dormers, a d e n t l l l e d 
b r i c k c o r n i c e ; and a dressed stone f o u n d a t i o n . There i s a two-
s t o r y porch on the west e l e v a t i o n , f a c i n g the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n known as the V a u l t Room, b u i l t i n about 
1858 to house the Harmonist s a f e . Windows are 6/6, double hung 
w i t h b r i c k j a c k - a r c h l i n t e l s . The mala entrance on the east e l e ­
v a t i o n has a pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h f a n l i g h t ; s i m i l a r 
f l a n k i n g doors on the n o r t h and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has been r e s t o r e d and f e a t u r e s more 
el e g a n t d e t a i l i n g than i s found i n the t y p i c a l Harmonist houses. 
Three separate money v a u l t s are l o c a t e d i n the basement of the 
house: one beneath the George Rapp s e c t i o n , and two beneath the 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp s e c t i o n . The l a t t e r s e c t i o n of the house was b u i l t 
as the n o r t h wing of the George Rapp's house and i s a t a l l , 2-1/2 
s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g w i t h b r i d g e d chimneys, dormers, and 
s t y l i s t i c elements not found on o t h e r Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . As on 
the Feast H a l l and the George Rapp s e c t i o n , the b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
Flemish bond, w i t h l a r g e j a c k arches above windows and doors, and 
a d e n t l l l e d and c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e . Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are u n u s u a l l y w e l l - d e t a i l e d , w i t h a grace­
f u l l y - c u r v e d bottom s t e p . The south door has a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved p i l a s t e r s w i t h " b u l l s - e y e " coraer blocks 
I t s steps are a l s o c a r e f u l l y carved. 

The e i g h t - r o o m i a t e r i o r has been r e s t o r e d . 

I n the 1880s, the r o o f of the George Rapp s e c t i o a was changed 
to a simple gable and v a r i o u s o t h e r chaaijas were made. During 
the r e s t o r a t i o n of Old Economy V i l l a g e , the r o o f was r e b u i l t to 
i t s o r i g i n a l c o n f i g u r a t i o n . Numerous o t h e r r e s t o r a t i o n items 
were undertaken a t t h i s tl^ae as w e l l . 
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The building served primarily as a residence for George and 
Frederick Rapp (and later, the TruRtees of the Society) and secon­
darily as the showplace of the Harmony Society. Visitors were 
often entertained in this building by the Rapps. 

This large residential building is composed of two adjoining 
sections: the long section facing Church Street known as the 
George Rapp House, and the smaller, but taller section, site<l 
perpendicularly to it on its north end, known as the Frederick 
Rapp House. 

The George Rapp House was the first to be built and consists 
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings on the 
north and south ends. Of brick laid in Flemish bond, it has a 
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) truncated at the ends, 
brick chimneys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentilled 
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There is a two­
story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, and a 
1-1/2 story brick addition known as the Vault Room, built in about 
1858 to house the Harmonist safe. Windows are 6/6, double hung 
with brick jack-arch lintels. The main entrance on the east ele­
vation has a pedimented fronti s piece with fanlight; similar 
flanking doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds. 

The interior of the house has been restored and features more 
elegant detailing than is found in the typical Harmonise houses. 
Three separate money vaults a re located in the basement of the 
house: one beneath the George Rapp section, and two beneath the 
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of the house was built 
as the north wing of the George Rapp's house and is a tall, 2-1/2 
story gable-roofed building wi t11 bridged chimneys, dormers, and 
stylistic elements not found o n o ther Harmonist . buildings. As on 
the Feast Hall and the George Rapp section, the brick is laid in 
Flemish bond, with large jack arches above windows and doors, and 
a dentilled and corbelled cornice. Windows are 6/6 double hung 
sash. The stone steps are unusu a lly well-detailed, with a grace­
fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom 
and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks. 
Its steps are also carefully carved. 

The eight-room interior has been restored. 

In the 188Os, the roof of the George Rapp section was changed 
to a simple gable and various other ch an3e s were made. During 
the restoration of Old Economy Vill a ge, the roof was rebuilt to 
its original configuration. Numerous other rest o rRtion items 
were undertaken at this ti~e aR we ll. 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB .vo. 1024-0018 
(342) Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department off the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 7 Page 13 

12. Summer K i t c h e n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825, 1950. 

A l a r g e l y r e b u i l t o n e - s t o r y s i x - b a y g a b l e - r o o f e d frame b u i l d i n g 
of wood s i d i n g w i t h a beaded lower edge. I t o r i g i n a l l y c o n t a i n e d 
a summer k i t c h e n , workshop, t o o l and wood storage area, and ch i c k e n 
coop. The k i t c h e n area remained l a r g e l y i n t a c t at the time of 
r e s t o r a t i o n and r e s t o r e d ; the o t h e r rooms, however, were made i n t o 
modern restrooms. 

13. C a r r i a g e House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r l b u t i a g . c.13.30. 

A t a l l , g a b l e - r o o f e d frame b u i l d l a g s i t e d at the southeast corner 
of the museum s i t e w i t h double doors l o c a t e d on the n o r t h s i d e . I t 
r e q u i r e d r e s t o r a t i o n c.1950 to remove a l t e r a t i o n s made when the 
b u i l d i n g was c o n v e r t e d t o a re s i d e n c e i n the 1890s. The o r i g i n a l 
t i m b e r frame remained i n t a c t , however, and tha s i t e i s o r i g i n a l , 
a l t h o u g h the b u i l d i n g had been r a i s e d about f o u r f e e t when a second 
f l o o r was added. 

14. Garden P a v i l i o n , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o a - C o n t r l b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n c.1950. 

A c l a s s i c a l , hexagonal stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h arched openings nnd 
a f l a t r o o f topped by s i x stone vases, s i t e d a t the ceati^r of r.ht> 
S o c i e t y garden. The p a v i l i o n was disassembled and an exact r e p l i c a 
b u i l t d u r i n g the museum r e s t o r a t i o n because of the extreme d e t e r i o r ­
a t i o n . Stone copies of the o r i g i n a l wooden r o o f f i n i a l s were 
mounted i n 1966 ( t h e o r i g i n a l wooden f i n i a l s , carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of P h i l a d e l p h i a , are i n the museum). A p l a n i n the Har.aoay 
S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s shows t h a t the p a v i l i o n was o r i g i n a l l y designed 
w i t h a hexagonal domed r o o f , but t h i s i s not known to have been 
b u i l t . The garden p a v i l i o n was the f o c a l p o i n t of the Harmonists' 
garden, c a l l e d by one landscape e x p e r t the most i m p r e s s i v e garden 
of i t s era west of the A l l e g h e n i e s . I t w.is c r e a t e d and a p p r e c i a t e d 
f o r a l l e g o r i c a l as w e l l as a e s t h e t i c reasons, the beauty of the 
garden r e p r e s e n t i a g the s t a t e of Harmoay achieved t h r o u g h d e v o t i o n 
t o God. ( S p e c i f i c s t r u c t u r e s , such as the G r o t t o aad the l a b y r i n t h 
e x h i b i t t h i s idea more c l e a r l y . ) The s u r r o u n d i n g garden f e a t u r e d -
simple path system r a d i a t i n g f r o a tha p a v i l i o n t h a t d i v i d e d the 
garden i n t o f o u r s e c t i o n s c o n t a i n i n g a fan-shaped v i n e y a r d , ston-e 
g r o t t o , a r b o r s , and numerous v a r i e t i e s of f r u i t t r e e s , shrubs, ever­
greens, and f l o w e r s . (See a l s o : G r o t t o , #15). 
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A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building 
of wood siding with a beaded lower edge. It originally contained 
a summer kitchen, workshop, tool and wood storage area, and chicken 
coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at the time of 
restoration and restored; the other rooms, however, were made into 
modern restrooms. 

13. Carriage House, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1810. 

A tall, gable-roofed frame building sited at the southeast corner 
of the museum site with double doors located on the north side. It 
required restoration c.1950 to remove alterations made when the 
building was converted to a residence in the 1890s. The original 
timber frame remained intact, however, and the site is original, 
although the building had been raised about four feet when a second 
floor was added. 

14. Garden Pavilion, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950. 

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched opening s ;-1,1,l 
a flat roof topped by six stone vases, sited at the ce ,1t ,~r ,)f' t: h ,, 
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica 
built during the museum restoration because of the extreme deterior­
ation. Stone copies of the original wooden roof finials were 
mounted in 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph 
Woodwell of Philadelphla, are in the museum). A plan in the r{ar ,,1,1,1y 
Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed 
with a hexagonal domed roof, but this is not known to have be en 
built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists' 
garden, called by one landscape expert the most impressive garden 
of its era west of the Alleghenies. It w~s created and appreci ated 
for allegorical as well as aesthetic reasons, the beauty of the 
garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devoti on 
to God. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto and the labyrint ~ 
exhibit this idea more clearly.) The surrounding garden featur ed 
simple path system radiating fro ,n t '. 1e pavilion that divided the 
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, ston ~ 
grotto, arbors, and numerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ev e r­
greens, and flowers. (See also: Grotto, #15). 
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15. G r o t t o , Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

B u i l t as a place f o r m e d i t a t i o n i n a corner of the S o c i e t y ' s 
garden, the o n e - s t o r y , rough stone G r o t t o serves as an a l l e g o r y 
of Harmonist p h i l o s o p h y . The round s t r u c t u r e i s 17' i n diameter 
w i t h a c o n i c a l r o o f , o r i g i n a l l y t h a t c h e d . F r e d e r i c k Rapp b u i l t 
the G r o t t o f o r George Rapp, commissioning W i l l i a m J e n k i n s of P i t t s ­
burgh f o r the f i n e i n t e r i o r ornamental p l a s t e r work. The rough 
e x t e r i o r was i n t e n d e d t o suggest the s i m p l i c i t y of the Harmonist 
l i f e s t y l e ; the r e f i n e d I n t e r i o r , the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 
s p i r i t . I t i s the o n l y example of the Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e i n any 
of the Harmonists' s e t t l e m e n t s . 

16. Bake Oven, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o a t r i b u t i a g . R e c o a s t r u c c l o n . 

A s m a l l b r i c k aad wood ovea. 

17. Robersoa House, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. L i k e the Lenz house ( # 9 ) , t h i s d i f f e r s from tha t y p i c a l 
Type A i n having a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . I t was was moved onto 
the museum p r o p e r t y from s e v e r a l b l o c k s away. Though d e t e r i o r a t e d , 
i t r e t a i n s most of the basic Harmonist f e a t u r e s . I t s present s i t i n g , 
however, bears l i t t l e r e l a t i o n t o i t s o r l g l a a l s i t l a g . 

18. U t i l i t y Shed. 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

This o n e - s t o r y , g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g of board and b a t t e n s i d i n g 
b u i l d i n g was r e b u i l t along the l i n e s of the o r i g i n a l , which housed 
the S o c i e t y ' s f i r e engine and o t h e r f 1 r e - f i g h t i n g equipment. 

19. Maintenance B u i l d i n g . 
N o n - C o a t r i b u t l n g . c.1965. 

A frame s t r u c t u r e of o n e - s t o r y b u i l t to complement the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g s w h i l e s e r v i n g the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 
I t east and i s a t t a c h e d t o the Warehouse. 

20. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . R e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

This was r e c o n s t r u c t e d from e a r l y photographs of an o r i g i n a l com­
munity waterpump. 

NPS Form 10-IIOO-I 
C3-l2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark 

15. Grotto, Old Economy Village. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

Item number 7 

0 MB No. 102 4- 0 018 
Expires 10 -3 1 - 87 

Page 14 

Built as a place for meditation in a corner of the Society's 
garden, the one-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory 
of Harmonist philosophy. The round structure is 17' in diameter 
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built 
the Grotto for George Rapp, commissioning William Jenkins of Pitts­
burgh for the fine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough 
exterior was intended to suggest the simplicity of the Harmonist 
lifestyle; the reflned interior, the beauty of the Harmonists' pure 
spirit. It is the only example of the Greek Revival style in any 
of the Harmonists' settlements. 

16. ~ake Oven, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

A small brick and wood oven. 

17. Roberson House, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Like the Lenz house (#9), this differs from the typical 
Type A in having a 2x2 bay configuration. It was was moved onto 
the museum property from several blocks away. Though deteriorated, 
it retains most of the basic Harmonist features. Its present siting, 
however, bears little relation to its original siting. 

18. Utility Shed. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board and batten siding 
building was rebuilt along the lines of the original, which housed 
the Society's fire engine and other fire-fighting equipment. 

19. Maintenance Building. 
Non-Contributing. c.1965. 

A frame structure of one-story built to co~plement the Harm on lst 
buildings while serving the maintenance needs of the museum complex. 
It east end is attached to the Warehouse. 

20. Waterpump, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. Reconstruction. 

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com­
munity waterpump. 
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pott ing shed 
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21. Waterpump, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1825. 

A p a r t i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of an o r i g i n a l pump based on e a r l y photo­
graphs. The i r o n work and the s i t e are o r i g i n a l , and t h i s i s the 
o n l y remaining example of a Harmoaist waterpump, a remnant of the 
S o c i e t y ' s e x t e n s i v e town water system. 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

A s m a l l , o n e - s t o r y b r i c k b u i l d i n g s e r v i n g as a 
store h o u s e , f r o n t s a raodern greenhouse e x t e n s i o n s 
east s i d e s . 

23. 70 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Desp i t e b r i c k r e - s i d i n g and o t h e r a l t e r a t i o n s , the 
house m a i n t a i n s i t s b a s i c Harmonist form and r e i n f o r c e s the s t r e e t ­
scape, a n c h o r i n g the d i s t r i c t ' s southwest c o r a e r . 

24. 78-80 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1870. 

Two-story, s l x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s i d e d w i t h 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was p r o b a b l y b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y 
to house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 

25. 84 I 2 t h S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1940 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Harmonist b u i l d i n g s . 

26. 86-88 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1870. 

Two-story, s l x - b y - t h r e e bay frame double house, r e - s l d e d w i t h 
s h i n g l e s and v e r t i c a l s i d i n g . I t s date of c o n s t r u c t i o n and pur­
pose u n c e r t a i n , t h i s was p r o b a b l y b u i l t i n tha I n t e 19th c e n t u r y 
to house l a b o r e r s from o u t s i d e the S o c i e t y . I t may not be on 
i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e ; i t i s not e v i d e n t i n an overview photograph 
of the d i s t r i c t of 1893. 
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A partial reconstruction of an original pump based on early photo­
graphs. The iron work and the site are original, and this is the 
only remaining example of a Harmonist waterpump, a remnant of the 
Society's extensive town water system. 

22. Greenhouse, Old Economy Village. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and 
storehouse, fronts a modern greenhouse extensions on the south and 
east sides. 

23. 70 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Despite brick re-siding and other alterations, the 
house maintains its basic Harmonist form and reinforces the street­
scape, anchoring the district's southwest earner. 

24. 78-80 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical siding. Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the late 19th century 
to house laborers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its original site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the district of 1893. 

25. 84 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1940 

1-1/2-story bungalow wedged between two Ha rmonist buildings. 

26. 86-88 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1870. 

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with 
shingles and vertical siding. Its date of construction and pur­
pose uncertain, this was probably built in the late 19th century 
to house laborers from outside the Society. It may not be on 
its original site; it is not evident in an overview photograph 
of the district of 1893. 
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27. 98 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Desp i t e t y p i c a l r e m o d e l l i n g , the house remains an 
Im p o r t a n t element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , a n c h o r i n g the south­
west corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 

28. 186 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Gener­
a l l y , I n t e g r i t y i s good and the yard space i s i n t a c t . " J u i n 8, 
1830" i s I n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c . 

29. 189 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Desp i t e t y p i c a l r e m o d e l l i n g , the house remains an 
Im p o r t a n t element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , a n c h o r i n g the no r t h ­
east corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 

30. 193 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. I m p o r t a n t as an element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , 
r e i n f o r c i n g the r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . 

31. 194 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. I m p o r t a n t as an elamant i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e , 
r e i n f o r c i n g the r e g u l a r p a t t e r n of s o l i d and v o i d . 

32. 197 12th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1930. 

2-1/2 s t o r y , b r i c k Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. The o r i g i n a l wood s i d i n g i s v i s i b l e beneath modern 
aluminum and wood s i d i n g . This b u i l d i n g may have been moved about 
te n f e e t whea a d j a c e n t Maplewood Avenue was l a i d out c.1905. I t 
i s s i t e d u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y c l o s e t o the n e i g h b o r i n g Harmonist 
house, yat i t r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l o r i e n t a t i o n to the s t r e e t and 
p r e s e n t l y f u n c t i o n s as an anchor of i t s b l o c k . 
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TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, the house remains an 
important element of the Harmonist streetscape, anchoring the south­
west corner of 12th and Church Streets. 

28. 186 12th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. A door has been added on the street elevation. Gener­
ally, integrity is good and the yard space is intact. "Juin 8, 
1830" is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 

29. 189 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE 8. Despite typical remodelling, the house remains an 
important element of the Harmonist streetscape, anchoring the north­
east corner of 12th and Church Streets. 

30. 193 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Important as an element in the Harmonise streetscape, 
reinforcing the regular pattern of solid and voi<l. 

31. 194 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Important as an e l H,nent in the Harmonise streetscape, 
reinforcing the regular pattern of solid and void. 

32. 197 12th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1930. 

2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare. 

33. 198 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. The original wood siding is visible beneath modern 
aluminum and wood siding. This building may have been moved about 
ten feet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was laid out c.1905. It 
is sited uncharacteristically close to the neighboring Harmonist 
house, yet it retains its original orientation to the street and 
presently functions as an anchor of its block. 
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34. 199 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. 

35. 278 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE D. 

36. 280 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Unusually s i t e d w i t h i t s r o o f r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r 
to the s t r e e t , matching the o r i e n t a t i o n of the Harmonist b u i l d i n g 
next door ( b u i l d i n g #35). I t r e t a i n s i t s basic Harmonist form and 
2x3 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . 

37. 281 12th S t r e e t ( s t r e e t address u n c e r t a i n ; tax p a r c e l #11-04-502). 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE D. Re c e n t l y r e m o d e l l e d , though i t s b asic dimensions and 
form remain i a t a c t , and i t echoes a s i m i l a r Type D b u i l d i n g 
d i r e c t l y across the s t r e e t ( b u i l d i n g #35). 

38. 283 12th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. This i s the o n l y Harmonist frame house i n the d i s t r i c t 
t h a t has not been covered w i t h s i d i n g , and t h e r e f o r e g i v e s an 
e s p e c i a l l y good idea of the o r i g i n a l appearance of these houses. 

39. M a j e s t i c Laundry & Dry Cl e a n i n g , 12th and Merchant S t r e e t s , 
Northwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been r e p l a c e d ; f i r s t f l o o r has 
been a l t e r e d t o accommodate commercial use. 

40. 1198 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. I t s i n t e g r i t y remains e x c e l l e n t and i t i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of the Harmonist 12th S t r e e t s t r e e t s c a p e . On the house's east end, 
every o t h e r b r i c k header i s blackened, c r e a t i n g a d e c o r a t i v e p a t t e r n . 
A German i n s c r i p t i o n i n the mortar i n the a t t i c reads " J u l y 5, i n 
the year of God, 1330." 
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TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendicular 
to the street, matching the orientation of the Harmonist building 
next door (building #35). It retains its basic Harmonist form and 
2x3 bay configuration. 

37. 281 12th Street (street address uncertain; tax parcel #11-04-502). 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPED. Recently remodelled, thou3h its basic dimensions and 
form remain intact, and it echoes a similar Type D building 
directly across the street (building #35). 

38. 283 12th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. This is the only Harmonist frame house in the district 
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an 
especially good idea of the original appearance of these houses. 

39. Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets, 
Northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Chimney and windows have been replaced; first floor has 
been altered to accommodate commercial use. 

40. 1198 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Its integrity remains eKcellent and it is a continuatl n n 
of the Harmonist 12th Street streetscape. On the house's east end, 
every other brick header is blackened, creating a decorative patt e rn. 
A German inscription in the mortar in the attic reads "July 5, in 
the year of God, 1830." 
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41. 1219 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1919. 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g , a t t a c h e d on i t s n o r t h s i d e 
t o a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 

42. 1221 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. I t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y has been Impa i r e d on the 
Merchant S t r e e t facade by a l t e r a t i o n s made to t r a n s f o r m the former 
house i n t o a commercial b u i l d i n g . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t s s i t i n g i s 
i n t a c t and r e i n f o r c e s the Harmonist town p l a n by an c h o r i n g tha 
middle of the b l o c k . I t s Harmonist design f e a t u r e s remain I n t a c t 
on the exposed, n o r t h s i d e e l e v a t i o n . 

43. 284 Wagner S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Date unknown. T h i s i s a Harmonist b u i l d i n g , (says the present 
o c c u p a n t ) , but a massive e x t e r i o r r e m o d e l l i n g has obscured any 
Harmonist f e a t u r e s . A steep c e n t r a l s t a i r c a s e I n s i d e i s s i m i l a r 
i n steepness t o the t y p i c a l Harmonist s t a i r c a s e . The b u i l d i n g di^.s 
not appear on a S o c i e t y map of 1858, however, aad i t s Harmonist 
a u t h e n t i c i t y has ye t t o be documented. 

44. 1204 Church S t r e e t . 
N o a - C o n t r l b u t i n g . c.1915. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

45. 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual i n not having a frame a d d i t i o n on i t s r e a r . 

46. Wagner S t r e e t , east of 1216 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . Date undetermined, p r o b a b l y c.1880. 

Smal l , o n e - s t o r y frame shed w i t h a gable r o o f and covelap s l d l n . 
While i t s exact date i s unknown, i t o b v i o u s l y dates to tha H a r i o a l ; 
p e r i o d ( p r o b a b l y l a t e 19th c e a t u r y ) aad f e a t u r e s the same b r a c k e t s , 
wood hood seea over the doors of maay of the Harmonist houses. As 
an a d d i t i o n a l Harmonist b u i l d i n g type and one of the o a l y r e m a i n l n , 
u t i l i t a r i a n s t r u c t u r e s i t c o n t r i b u t e s t o tha d i s t r i c t . 
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Two-story brick commercial building, attached on its north side 
to a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant Street. 

42. 1221 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Its architectural integrity has been impaired on the 
Merchant Street facade by alterations made to transform the former 
house into a commercial building. Nevertheless, its siting is 
intact and reinforces the Harmonist town plan by anchoring th e 
middle of th e block. Its Harmonist design features remain intact 
on the exposed, north side elevation. 

43. 284 Wagner Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This is a Harmonist building, (says the present 
occupant), but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured any 
Harmonist features. A steep central staircase inside is similar 
in steepness to the typical Harmonist staircase. The building d1 ~~ 
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and its Harmonist 
authenticity has yet to be documented. 

44. 1204 Church Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1915. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

45. 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Unusual in not having a frame addition on its rear. 

46. Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street. 
Contributing. Date undetermined, probably c.1880. 

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap sidi ni 
While its exact date is unknown, it obviously dates to the Ha r 1,ini : • 
period (probably late 19th century) and features the same brack et~ , 
wood hood seen over the doors of many of the Harmonist houses. ~~ 
an additional Harmonist building type and one of the only remaini n ,'. 
utilitarian structures it contributes to the district. 
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47. 98 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Some o r i g i n a l window frames are i n t a c t . Has a rear 
a d d i t i o n of l a t e r d a t e . 

48. 260 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d . Some o r i g i n a l window frames and 
the o r i g i n a l s i x - p a n e l l e d door and frame oa the east end are i n ­
t a c t . T his i s a l s o one of the faw houses t h a t r e t a i n s at l e a s t 
p a r t of i t s o r i g i n a l garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE C. A o n e - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o a oa the south end of the 
b u i l d i n g was the S o c i e t y ' s l a s t bakery, from 1903-1905, a c c o r d i n g 
to the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e . 

50. 273 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c . l 8 3 0 . 

TYPE C. Has been r e - s i d e d w i t h a s p h a l t . 

51. 274 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i a g . c.1920. 

Two-story, aoa-Harmoalst house of c o o c r e t e b l o c k . 

52. 276 13th S t r e e t . 
N o a - C o n t r l b u t i n g . c.1910 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

53. 278 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . c . l 9 l 0 

2-1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Foursquare. 

54. 284 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830 

TYPE C. Desp i t e a s p h a l t s i d i n g , the house i s an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 
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TYPE A. Some original window frames are intact. Has a rear 
addition of later date. 

48. 260 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted. Some original window frames and 
the original six-panelled door and frame on the east end are in­
tact. This is also one o f the few houses that retains at least 
part of its original garden/yard space. 

49. 272 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE c. A one-story brick addition on the south end of the 
building was the Society's last bakery, from 1903-1905, according 
to the former curator of Old Economy Village. 

SO. 273 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE c. Has been re-sided with asphalt. 

51. 274 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist house of concrete block. 

52. 276 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house. 

53. 278 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare. 

54. 284 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830 

TYPE c. Despite asphalt siding, the house is an import~nt 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 
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55. 286 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

56. Mad Anthony's B i e r Stube, Merchant S t r e e t and 13th S t r e e t , 
southwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had a l t e r a t i o n s t o accommodate commercial use, 
but i t s o r i g i n a l form i s i n t a c t ; soma o r i g i n a l wladow frames are 
i n t a c t on the second f l o o r . 

57. 1240 Merchant S t r e e t ( s o u t h e a s t corner of Merchaat & 13th S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e has been covered by wood s o f f i t 
and f a s c i a w i t h eave r e t u r n s , and a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n i s 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Desp i t e an aluminum-clad s o f f i t and f a s c i a , the house 
remains an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

59. 314 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Desp i t e a t w o - s t o r y porch, added on the east end, the 
house remains an i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r a a t -
scape. There i s a o n e - s t o r y frame shed i n tha r e a r . 

60. 316 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y b r i c k d w e l l i n g . 

6 1 . 322 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of c o n s t r u c t i o n i s i n s c r i b e d i n mortar i n the a t t i c 
There i s a t w o - s t o r y b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the south s i d e . 
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56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street, 
southwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had alterations to accommodate commercial use, 
but its original form is intact; some original window frames are 
intact o n the second floor. 

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & 13th Streets). 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit 
and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick addition is 
on the east end of the house. 

58. 308 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite an aluminum-clad soffit and fascia, the house 
remains an important visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

59. 314 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Despite a two-story porch, added on the east end, the 
house remains an important visual element in the Harmonist str ~~ t­
scape. There is a one-story frame shed in the re~r. 

60. 316 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling. 

61. 322 13th Street. 
Contributing. 1830. 

TYPE A. Date of construction is inscribed in mortar in the attic. 
There is a two-story brick addition on the south side. 
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62. 328 I 3 t h S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. De s p i t e t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , the house remains an im­
p o r t a n t v i s u a l a l a a a n t i n the 13th S t r e e t s t r e e t s c a p e , one of the 
most v i s u a l l y homogenous Harmonist b l o c k s i n the d i s t r i c t . 

63. 332 13th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Date unknown. T h i s t w o - s t o r y , 2x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable 
r o o f may be a co n v e r t e d Harmonist shed s t r u c t u r e , but t h i s has not 
beeo s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

64. 336 13th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. A l t e r a t i o n s s i m i l a r t o those at 328 13th S t r e e t (see 
b u i l d l a g #62), but remains a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element of the 
Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

65. S t . John's L u t h e r a n Church of Old Economy and Rec t o r y , 
1320 Church S t r e e t . 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design i s a t t r i b u t e d t o F r e d e r i c k Rapp. As the 
r e l i g i o u s f o c a l p o i n t of the Harmonist s o c i e t y , t h i s i s the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g o u t s i d e of Old Ecoaomy V i l l a g e . I t i s a l s o 
oae of the few b u i l d i a g s r e t a i n i n g good i a t e r i o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y . 

Of 3x5 bays, and one t a l l s t o r y , the b r i c k church has a m u l t i -
s t o r i e d c l o c k and b e l l tower at i t s west end, f a c i n g Church S t r e e t . 
The main s e c t i o n of the church has a gable r o o f j i t s r i d g e p o l e 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r t o Church S t r e e t . I t s red-orange b r i c k i s l a i d i n 
common bond, w i t h j a c k arches above the l a r g e , 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (most of which appear t o be o r l g l a a l , a l t h o u g h the 
s i l l s have beeo r e p l a c e d or covered w i t h c o n c r e t e ) . Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south e l e v a t i o a ( a l o a g Creese 
S t r e e t ) , t h e r e i s an arched wladow l a the c e a t r a l bay of t h i c k , 
m u l t i - p a a e d c l e a r g l a s s . The wood s o f f i t aad f a s c i a have d e a t i l s 
aad b r a c k e t s on the n o r t h and south ( s i d e ) e l e v a t i o n s ; the eaves 
are r e t u r n e d on the east (end) e l e v a t i o n . 
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TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, the house remains an im­
portant visual ele ,rt e nt in the 13th Street streetscape, one of the 
most visually homogenous Harmonist blocks in the district. 

63. 332 13th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable 
roof may be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this has no t 
been substanti~ted. 

64. 336 13th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Alterations similar to those at 328 13th Street (see 
building #62), but remains a significant visual element of the 
Harmonist streetscape. 

65. St. John's Lutheran Church of Old Economy and Rectory, 
1320 Church Street. 
Key. c.1828-31. 

The church's design is attributed to Frederick Rapp. As the 
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this is the most 
significant building outside of Old Economy Village. It is also 
one of the few buildings retaining good interior architectural 
integrity. 

Of 3x5 bays, and one tall story, the brick church has a multi­
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street. 
The main section of the church has a gable roof; its ridgepole 
perpendicular to Church Street. Its red-orange brick is laid in 
common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane, 
wood windows, (most of which appear to be original, although the 
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). Windows have 
been added on the east end. On the south elevation (along Creese 
Street), there is an arched window in the central bay of thick, 
multi-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have <lentils 
and brackets on the north and south (side) elevations; the eaves 
are returned on the east (end) elevation. 
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The tower has a f i r s t - s t o r y of s t o n e , cut l a r e c t a a g u l a r 
b l o c k s , a t h r e e - s t o r y s h a f t of b r i c k , aad a wide wood c o r a l c e 
beaeath the c l o c k tower, w i t h b e l l - c a s t - r o o f e d o c t a g o n a l c u p o l a , 
topped by a s m a l l e r matching cupola. 

The i n t e r i o r i n t e g r i t y i s good to e x c e l l e n t . The b a r r e l -
v a u l t e d c e i l i n g i s a Harmonist design f e a t u r e seen a l s o i n tha 
Feast H a l l . Tha v a u l t " r e s t s " on wood p i l a s t e r s w i t h chamfered 
co r n e r s and simple c o r n i c e s ; these columns frame each window 
bay. The f l a t - t o p p e d windows are set w i t h i n s h a l l o w w a l l arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the o r i g i n a l . The a l t a r , s t a i n e d 
g l a s s , and organ are of l a t e r v i n t a g e . There i s a square balcony 
c e n t e r e d oa the west s i d e of the nave, w i t h p a n e l l i n g and a r a i l i n g 
of t u r n e d p o s t s . The nave i s a t t a c h e d on the n o r t h s i d e to the 
l a r g e , newer p a r t of the church, but the o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r n o r t h 
w a l l has been r e t a i n e d . An e l l i p t i c a l window, one of the most 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d d e c o r a t i v e f e a t u r e s i n the commualty, tops the c e a t r a l 
door oa t h i s e l e v a t i o a . 

The c l o c k tower has w a l l s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3' t h i c k a t the base. 
P l a s t e r w a l l s oa the ground l e v e l g i v e way to b r i c k above. Much 
of the o r i g i n a l s t a i r c a s e , h e a v i l y worn, i s i n t a c t . The o p e r a t i n g 
c l o c k r e t a i n s many of the o r i g i n a l p i e c e s , and I s s t i l l wound by 
hand d a i l y . The two b e l l s , i n tha tower above the c l o c k , were 
f o r g e d l a P i t t s b u r g h . 

The modera church a d d i t i o n I s s i t e d t o the east of the Harmonist 
one, and a s m a l l , detached r e c t o r y i s s i t e d on the same l o t t o tha 
n o r t h of the Harmonist Church. 

66. 1398 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. C u r r e n t l y undergoing a complete r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
e x t e r i o r and a p a r t i a l i n t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n . The re c e n t removal 
of the s i d i n g on the shed a d d i t i o a r e v e a l e d t h a t the ti m b e r s 
used l a c o a s t r u c t i o n were numbered w i t h Roman numerals i n the 
t y p i c a l Harmonist manner j u s t as on the main s e c t i o n s of 
b u i l d i n g s . This suggests t h a t many of these shed a d d i t i o n s may 
have been b u i l t a t tha same t i m e , p r o b a b l y a t a r a t h e r e a r l y 
date when t h e r e were many Harmonists l i v i n g i n the d i s t r i c ! : . 
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The tower has a first-story of stone, cut in rectangular 
blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wide wood cornice 
beneath the clock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupola, 
topped by a smaller matching cupola. 

The interior integrity is good to excellent. The barrel­
vaulted ceiling is a Harmonist design feature seen also in the 
Feast Rall. The vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered 
corners and simple cornices; these columns frame each window 
bay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches. 
Most of the open-back pews are the original. The altar, stained 
glass, and organ are of later vintage. There is a square balcony 
centered on the west side of the n!lve, with panelling and a railing 
o f t u r n e d po s t s • The nave i s a t t a ch e d on the 11 o r th ;; i de to the 
large, newer part of the church, but the original exterior north 
wall has been retained. An elliptical window, one of the most 
sophisticated decorative features in the community, tops the central 
door on this elevation. 

The clock tower has walls arrroKimately 3' thick at the base. 
Plaster walls on the ground level give way to brick above. Much 
of the original staircase, heavily worn, is intact. The operating 
clock retains many of the original pieces, and l s still wound by 
hand daily. The two bells, in the tower above the clock, were 
forged in Pittsburgh. 

The modern church additlon iq sited to the east of the Harmonist 
one, and a small, detached rectory is sited on the same lot to the 
north of the Harmonist Church. 

66. 1398 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Currently undergoing a complete restoration of the 
exterior and a partial interior restoration. The recent removal 
of the siding on the shed additio ,1 revealed that the timbers 
used in construction were numbered with Roman numerals in the 
typical Harmonist manner just ·as on the main sections of 
buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions may 
have been built at the ~ame time, probably at a rather early 
date when there were many Harmonists living in the district. 
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67. 14th and Church S t r e e t s , northwest c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1826. 

TYPE A. Located at the major i n t e r s e c t i o n of Economy, t h i s I s 
the e a r l i e s t dated b r i c k house i n the community. Mo r t a r i n tha 
a t t i c on tha west gable end i s i n s c r i b e d "May 8, 1826." The 
b u i l d i n g has been p a r t i a l l y r e s t o r e d by Harmonle A s s o c i a t e s , a 
l o c a l n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n which helps to support Old Economy 
V i l l a g e . 

68. 267 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. I n t e r i o r has good i n t e g r i t y . Has a l a r g e , t w o - s t o r y 
frame a d d i t i o a on the r e a r ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , p r o b a b l y l a t e 19th 
c e n t u r y . The house i s unusual f o r i t s l a r g e and r e l a t i v e l y 
f i n i s h e d basement. Because of i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n and e a r l y 
date of c o n s t r u c t i o n , the basement of t h i s house may have been 
used f o r storage of wine or o t h e r goods u n t i l the c o m p l e t i o n 
of the community s t o r e and wine c e l l a r . 

69. 268 14th S t r e e t . 
N o a - C o n t r l b u t i n g . c.1910. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. A s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t ­
scape. 

71. 271 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

TYPE D. Of u n c e r t a i n age, t h i s b u i l d i n g may have been oâ ^ > f 
the s i x s i n g l e - s t o r y frame houses b u i l t by the S o c i e t y by I S l T j 
I t has tha same n o r t h - s o u t h o r i e n t a t i o n and approximate s i z e . I t 
I s known t h a t i t served as a d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e f o r a t i m e , a l t h o u g h 
the s t o r e ( i n Old Economy V i l l a g e ) a l s o c o n t a i n e d a doctor'>^ o l ' f l c i 
One map l a b e l s t h i s s t r u c t u r e a " h o s p i t a l . " This o n e - s t o r y , gable 
e n d - t o - s t r e e t c o n f i g u r a t i o n seems to have been common f o r Harraonis 
workshops and o t h e r s m a l l a o a - r e s l d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s . I n the 
S o c i e t y ' s r e a l - e s t a t e i n v e n t o r y of 1833, t h e r e i s a d o c t o r ' s shop 
l i s t e d I n d i v i d u a l l y a t $100.00. 
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TYPE A. Located at the major intersection of Economy, this is 
the earliest dated brick house in the community. Mortar in the 
attic on the west gable end is inscribed "May 8, 1826." The 
building has been partially restored by Harmonie Associates, a 
local non-profit organization which helps to support Old Economy 
Village. 

68. 267 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Interior has good integrity. Has a large, two-story 
frame addition on the rear (north) elevation, probably late 19th 
century. The house is unusual for its large and relatively 
finished basement. Because of its central location and early 
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been 
used for storage of wine or other goods until the completion 
of the community store and wine cellar. 

69. 268 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

70. 270 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. A significant visual element in the Harmonist street­
scape. 

71. 271 14th Street. 
Contributing. 

TYPE D. Of uncertain age, this building may have been :) lh' ,'.' 

the six single-story frame houses built by the Society by 1811; 
it has the same north-south orientation and approximate size. It 
is known that it served as a doctor's office for a time, although 
the store (in Old Economy Village) also contained a d o-::'.. tor',-, ,, ~ fi e, ~. 
One map labels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gabl e · 
e nd-to-street configuration seems to have been common for Harmoni j: 
workshops and other small non-residential buildings. In the 
Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there is a doctor's shop 
listed individually at $100.00. 
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72. 272 14th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1950. 

1-1/2 story modern b r i c k house. 

73. 273 14th S t r e e t . 
Non-Contributing, c.1900. 

Two-story, frame b u i l d i n g w i t h a s t o r e f r o a t - t y p e facade, sheathed 
l a alumlaum s i d i n g . 

74. 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1825. 

George Rapp, the Society's founder, l i v e d i n t h i s house f o r a 
short time immediately p r i o r to the completion of the Great House 
(on the grounds of the present museum complex) l a 1826. I n 1826, 
t h i s house was described as being e l e g a n t l y furnished and having 
Philadelphia wallpaper. I t i s a two-story, 6x2 bay b u i l d i n g w i t h 
gable roof, ridgepole p a r a l l e l to 14th S t r e e t , runniag aorth-
south. The e x t e r i o r walls are covered w i t h i n s u l b r l c k , there i s 
a wood s o f f i t and f a s c i a on door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o a . There 
i s oae-story a d d i t i o a on the east end, and a two—story rear porch. 
The o r i g i n a l foundation m a t e r i a l has been covered by coacrete block 
and b r i c k . 

75. 277 14th Street. 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1825. 

P r i o r to the e r e c t i o n of tha Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society 
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business leader of the 
Society, l i v e d here. The house i s a two-story, 5x2 bay b u i l d l a g 
w i t h gable ro o f , ridgepole p a r a l l e l to 14th Street. There are 
wood eave r e t u r n s . Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash wit h 
wood surrounds that appear to date c.1880. A single door i s located 
i n a c e n t r a l bay on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . There are oae-story, 
shed-roofed exteasioas oa the east aad west eads of the b u i l d i n g . 
The stone foundation i s v i s i b l e on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . Attached 
to the rear of t h i s house i s a two-story, 3x2 bay house ( f a c i n g 
Boyleston S t r e e t ) of wood covelap s i d i n g and gable ro o f , w i t h i t s 
ridgepole perpeadicular to Boylestoa S t r e e t . I t does aot appear on 
the Society map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside 
workers l a t e r i n the 19th century. 
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Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed 
in aluminum siding. 

74. 274 and 280 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived in this house for a 
short time immediately prior to the completion of the Great House 
(on the grounds of the present museum complex) in 1826. In 1826, 
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having 
Philadelphia wallpaper. It is a two-story, 6x2 bay building with 
gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street, running north­
south. The exterior walls are covered with insulbrick, there is 
a wood soffit and fascia on door on the street elevation. There 
is one-story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch. 
The original foundation material has been covered by concrete blo c < 
and brick. 

75. 277 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1825. 

Prior to the erection of the Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society 
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business leader of the 
Society, lived here. The house is a two-story, 5x2 bay building 
with gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street. There are 
wood eave returns. Windows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with 
wood surrounds that appear to date c.1880. A single door is located 
in a central bay on the street elevation. There are one-story, 
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building. 
The stone foundation is visible on the street elevation. Attached 
to the rear of this house is a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing 
Boyleston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its 
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston Street. It does not appe a r on 
the Society map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside 
workers later in the 19th century. 
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76. 285 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1920. 

1-1/2 s t o r y stucco bungalow. 

77. 289 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1905. 

Two-story frame b u i l d i n g . 

78. 291 14th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r i b u t i a g . c.1826. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type 3 house, yet r e ­
mains a s i g n i f i c a n t v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

79. 1401 Merchant S t r e e t ( n o r t h w e s t corner Merchant & 14th S t r e e t s ) 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. A r e a r a d d i t i o a , c o a v e r s l o a t o commercial use, and 
p a r t i a l r e - s i d i n g have d i m i n i s h e d i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , 
but i t remains o b v i o u s l y Harmonist, and serves as an I m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l anchor f o r i t s b l o c k . 

80. C r o a t i a n Clah, Marchant and 14th S t r e e t s , n o r t h e a s t c o r a e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. Window a l t e r a t i o n s and a l a r g e r e a r a d d i t i o n were made 
i n the 19208 when the b u i l d l a g was co n v e r t e d t o a bank. John S. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s l a s t major l e a d e r , l i v e d 
i n thi.3 house as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the S i l v e r L i o n I n n on i t s east s i d e . 

82. S i l v e r L i o n I n a , 14th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o a t r i b u t i a g . 

Oae-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d l a g . 

83. 312 14th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has been co n v e r t e d t o commercial use; some " h a l f -
t i m b e r i n g " has been a p p l i e d . 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re­
m~ in s a significant visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

7~. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant & 14th Streets) 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. A rear addition, conversion to commercial use, and 
partial re-siding have diminished its architectural integrity, 
but it remains obviously Harmonise, and serves as an important 
visual anchor for its block. 

8 0 • C r o a t i an G l , 1 h > ~-t ,-H ch ant and 1 4 th S t re e t s , no r the a s t co r n e r • 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Window alterations and a large rear addition were made 
in the 1920s when the building was converted to a bank. Johns. 
Duss (1860-1951), the Harmony Society's last major leader, lived 
in thi~ hou se as a boy. 

81. 309-1/2 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. Abuts the Stlver tion Inn on its east side. 

82. Silver Lion Inn, 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

One-story brick commercial building. 

83. 312 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. Has been converted to commercial use; some "half­
timbering" has been applied. 
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84. 316 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

S i m i l a r t o the TYPE B house, but s l i g h t l y l a r g e r , f o r unknown 
reasons. A r e a r shed i s l a t e r e s t i a g f o r i t s s l d l a g of boards w i t h 
a beaded lower edge. A c c o r d i a g t o S t o t z , t h i s was the t y p i c a l 
Harmonist s i d i n g . This i s the o n l y p l a c e o u t s i d e the museum com­
p l e x where i t i s i n evidence. The main house, d e s p i t e i t s e x t e r i o r 
r e m o d e l l i n g , i s an I m p o r t a n t v i s u a l elemeat l a the Harmonist 
s t r e e t s c a p e . 

85. 317 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c.l826» 

S i m i l a r t o the TYPE B house, t h i s I s s l i g h t l y l a r g e r ( l i k e 
b u i l d i n g #84 above). D e s p i t e a l t e r a t i o n s , the b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s 
i t s conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , and I s 
a s i g a l f l c a a t v i s u a l elemeat of the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

86. 320 14th S t r e e t . 
N o a - C o a t r i b u t i n g . c.1910 

Two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g a b u t t i n g a Harmonist b i i l l d l a g 
t o the e a s t . 

87. 324 14th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE B. There i s a o n e - s t o r y b r i c k e x t e n s i o n t o the f r o n t , but 
the Harmonist massing i s I n t a c t and the b u i l d i n g r e i n f o r c e s the 
Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e as the t h i r d Harmonist house i n i t s row 
along 14th S t r e e t above Merchant. 

88. 1412-1414 Merchaat S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1826. 

TYPE A. The Harmonist house abuts a modern s t r u c t u r e (1412 
Merchant S t r e e t ) on i t s south s i d e . I t s s i t i n g r e f l e c t s the 
Harmonists' b l o c k d e s l g a ; i t i s s i t u a t e d i n the c e n t e r of the 
o r i g i n a l b l o c k between 14th and 15th S t r e e t s and i s I m p o r t a n t as 
a v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e along Merchant S t r e e t 
from I 4 t h to 15th S t r e e t s . 
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Similar to the TYPE B house, but slightly larger, for unknown 
reasons. A rear shed is interesting for its siding of boards with 
a beaded lower edge. According to Stotz, this was the typical 
Harmonist siding. This is the only place outside the museum com­
plex where it is in evidence. The main house, despite its exterior 
remodelling, is an important visual element in the Harmonist 
streetscape. 

85. 317 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

Similar to the TYPE B house, this is slightly larger (like 
building #84 above). Despite alterations, the building retains 
its conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay configuration, and is 
a significant visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

86. 320 14th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist b,1llding 
to the east. 

87. 324 14th Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE B. There is a one-story brick extension to the front, but 
the Harmonist massing is intact and the building reinforces the 
Harmonise streetscape as the third Harmonise house in its row 
along 14th Street above Merchant. 

88. 1412-1414 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1826. 

TYPE A. The Harmonist house abuts a modern structure (1412 
Merchant Street) on its south side. Its siting reflects the 
Harmonists' block design; it is situated in the center of the 
original block between 14th and 15th Streets and is important as 
a visual element in the Harmonist streetscape along Merchant Street 
from 14th to 15th Streets. 
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89. 1416 Merchaat S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o a t r l b u t i o g . c.1910. 

Coacrete b l o c k and frame Dutch C o l o n i a l house. 

90. 1422 Merchant S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1940 

Two-story, suburban-type b r i c k house. 

91 . 70 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , i t remains ao I m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l elemeat l a the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e . A s m a l l shed, p o s s i b l y 
Harmoaist, i s i n the r e a r . 

92. 75 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , but remains an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

93. 78 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

Oae of a s m a l l number of f i v e - b a y Harmonist frame b u i l d i n g s of 
two s t o r i e s , w i t h gable r o o f and r i d g e p o l e p a r a l l e l t o the s t r e e t 
aad two, o a e - s t o r y e x t e a s i o n s on the r e a r e l e v a t i o n . There I s a 
c e n t r a l transomed door on the s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n . I t s a l t e r a t i o n s 
are t y p i c a l of the o t h e r Harmonist frame b u i l d i n g s , but i t c o n t r i ­
butes n e v e r t h e l e s s t o the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e by i t s o v e r a l l 
form and s i t i n g , and adds to tha d i s t r i c t ' s v a r i e t y of Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g t y p e s . 

94. 79 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1970? 

One s t o r y , modern frame house. 

95. 84 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e ­
t a i n s Importaace as a v i s u a l elemeat of the Harmoaist s t r e e t s c a p e . 
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TYPE B. Despite cyrtc~l alterations, it remains an important 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. A small shed, possibly 
Harmonist, is in the rear. 

92. 75 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but remains an important 
visual element in the Harmonist streetscape. 

93. 78 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

One of a small number of five-bay Harmonist frame buildings of 
two stories, with gable roof and ridgepole parallel to the street 
and two, one-story extensions on the rear elevation. There is a 
central transomed door on the street elevation. Its alterations 
are typical of the other Harmonist frame buildings, but it contri­
butes nevertheless to the Harmonist streetscape by its overall 
form and siting, and adds to th~ district's variety of Harmonise 
building types. 

94. 79 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1970? 

One story, modern frame house. 

95. 84 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re­
tains importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 
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96. 

97. 

98. 

85 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c. 

TYPE B. Has 
t a i n s Importance 

1828. 

t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e -
as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e 

89 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1950. 

One-story, r a n c h - s t y l e house 

90 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c 

TYPE B. Has 
Importance as a 

1828 

t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e t a i n s 
v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

99. 91 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, y e t r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

100. 92 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r l b u t l n g . c.1920. 

l - l / 2 - 8 t o r y frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1824 

Of l o g c o n s t r u c t i o n , but s i m i l a r to the b r i c k and frame 
Harmonist houses, t h i s i s one of the f i r s t houses used by the 
Harmonists upon t h e i r a r r i v a l at Economy. Acc o r d i n g t o the 
former c u r a t o r of the Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s b u i l d i n g was 
moved onto the s i t e i n 1824 by the Harmonists i n order to house 
workers as they e r e c t e d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s . Now covered w i t h s i d i n g , 
t t r e t a i n s I t s deeply recessed windows and g e n e r a l shape. I t Is 
one of on l y a few of the f i r s t Harmoaist b u i l d i n g s t h a t was not 
subs e q u e n t l y r e p l a c e d by a b r i c k or frame s t r u c t u r e i n the l a t e 
1820s. Because i t i s s i t e d i n l i n e w i t h the l a t e r Harmonist 
houses, i t r e i n f o r c e s the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e and adds to the 
v a r i e t y of b u i l d i n g types used by the S o c i e t y , l a a d d i t i o a to 
aa c h o r i n g i t s b l o c k by i t s s i t e a t the southwest corner of 15th 
and Church S t r e e t s . 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re­
tains importance as a •1is11al element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

97. 89 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1950. 

One-story, ranch-style house. 

98. 90 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

99. 91 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

100. 92 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1920. 

1-1/2-story frame bungalow. 

101. 1427 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1824 

Of log construction, but similar to the brick and frame 
Harmonise houses, this is one of the first houses used by the 
Harmonises upon their arrival at Economy. According to the 
former curator of the Old Economy Village, this . building was 
moved onto the site in 1824 by the Harmonists in order to h0,1 se 
workers as they erected other buildings. Now covered with sidi" 3 , 
it ret .-ll ,1:=: it,, deeply recessed windows and general shape. It is 
one of only a few of the first Harmonist buildings that was not 
subsequently replaced by a brick or frame structure in the late 
1820s. Because it is sited in line with the later Harmonist 
houses, it reinforces the Harmonise streetscape and adds to th e 
variety of building types used by the Society, in addition t ,) 
anchoring its block by its site at the southwest corner of 15th 
and Church Streets. 
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102. 1501 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE A. The s l i g h t l y b e l l - c a s t r o o f l i n e i s unique i n the 
d i s t r i c t . O v e r a l l l a t e g r i t y i s good, w i t h o r i g i n a l window 
frames and door l o c a t i o n i a t a c t . 

103. 100 15th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e t a i n s 
importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

104. 1500 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c . l 8 l 2 . 

T h is was one of the f i r s t b u i l d i n g s used by the Harmonists. 
Formerly l o c a t e d on aoother s i t e i n the area, t h i s house wa.-? 
purchased by the Harmonists and moved t o i t s present s i t e 
i n 1824 as a place f o r S o c i e t y founder George Rapp to l i v e , 
u n t i l another s u i t a b l e b u i l d i n g c o u l d be e r e c t e d . (Rapp sub­
s e q u e n t l y moved to 274 14th S t r e e t and thaa the Great House.) 
Thi s was o r i g i n a l l y the home of Ephralm B l a i n e , f a t h e r of 
James B l a i n e , the c a n d i d a t e f o r p r e s i d e n t i n 1884, and the owner 
of l a n d s o l d to the Harmonists f o r t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t . 

A f t e r s e r v i n g as George Rapp's temporary r e s i d e n c e , the 
b u i l d i n g became the schoolhouse u n t i l 1884, when i t was r e ­
placed by the b u i l d i o g a t 1515 Church S t r a a t . 

E a r l y photographs of the b u i l d i n g b e f o r e i t was r e s i d e d 
show t h a t the o r i g i n a l s i d i n g was wood of v a r y i n g w i d t h s . 
There was a 5x4 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h s l x - o v e r - s l x double 
hung windows and two s m a l l a t t i c windows i n each gable end. 

Described as a schoolhouse i n the S o c i e t y ' s 1833 i n v e n t o r y 
of r e a l e s t a t e , the b u i l d i n g was valued at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Harmonists' double houses. 

2-1/2 s t o r i e s t a l l , the b u i l d i n g now has a 5x2 bay c o n f i g ­
u r a t i o n and i s sheathed w i t h aluminum s i d i n g . 

105. 262 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, b r i c k Spanish C o I o n i a 1 - s t y l e house. 
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TYPE A. The slightly bell-cast roofline is unique in the 
district. Overall i n t e 3rity is good, with original window 
frames and door location intact. 

103. 100 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

104. 1500 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.181 2 . 

This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonis ts . 
Formerly located on another site in the area, this house wa A 
purchased by the aarmonists and moved to its present site 
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live, 
until a nother suitable building could be erected. (Rapp sub­
sequently moved to 274 14th Street and th e ,1 t he Great House.) 
This was originally the ho me of E phraim Blaine, father of 
James Blaine, the candidate for president in 1884, and the owner 
of land sold to the Harmonists for their settlement. 

After serving as Geor ge Rapp's temporary residence, the 
building became the schoolhouse until 1884, when it wa s r e ­
placed by the building at 1515 Church Stre e t. 

Early photographs of the build i n g before it was resided 
show that the original siding was wood of varying widths. 
There was a Sx4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double 
hung windows and two small attic windows in each gable end. 

De s c r i bed a s a s ch o o 1 ho us e in t he S o c i e t y ' s 18 3 3 i n v e n t ,Hy 
of real estate, the building was valued at $600.00, the same 
as one of the Ha rmonists' double houses. 

2-1/2 stories tall, the building now has a 5x2 b a y c onfi g ­
uration and is she a thed with ~ l um inum siding. 

105. 262 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, bri c k Spanish Colonial-style house. 
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106. 264 15th Street. 
Non-Contributiag. 

1-1/2 s t o r y , frame bungalow. 

107. 269 15th Street. 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Typa B house, yet r e t a i n s 
Importance as a v i s u a l element of the Harmoaist streetscape. 

108. 270 15th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . 1824 

This i s a l a r g e , two-story wood/frame b u i l d i n g of 5x3 bays, 
wi t h a gable r o o f , ridgepole p a r a l l e l to 15th S t r e e t . Unusual 
features of the house are the c e n t r a l doorway on the north 
( s t r e e t ) e l e v a t i o n , which has a three-paaad transom and side­
l i g h t s , recessed w i t h i n a paaallad surround, and the decorative 
stone watertable on the f r o n t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n , w i t h the stones 
laclse d w i t h h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s . 

According to the former curator of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s 
was perhaps the f i r s t b u i l d i n g erected here by the Harmonists, 
aod was bagua on May 8, 1824, the day of t h e i r a r r i v a l . I t 
served as the Society's meeting-house u n t i l the completion of 
the Feast H a l l i n 1828, and housed some of the Harmonists u a t i l 
the f a m i l y houses were b u i l t . I t subsequently served as a granary 
and a f i r e b a l l . Although one source (the survey of 1977) states 
that t h i s i s a log s t r u c t u r e , i t seems u n l i k e l y that a log b u i l d l a g 
would have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as t h i s . 
Though the I n s u l b r l c k s i d i n g has been on the house as long as the 
current owner has owned i t , he has no reason to t h i n k that the 
s t r u c t u r e i s log underneath, and believes i t i s of simple wood lap 
s i d i n g . 

The Society r e a l estate inventory of 1833 l i s t s an "old 
granary w i t h s e l l e r ; " since, by 1833, the granary on the present 
museum property was completed, i t ' s possible that t h i s b u i l d i n g 
was the " o l d " granary r e f e r r e d t o — n i n e years old at that time. 
I t was valued at $400.00. 

109. 271 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. ' 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s of a Type B house, yet r e t a i n s 
Importance as a v i s u a l element of tha Harmonist streetscape. 
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106. 264 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

1-1/2 story, frame bungalow. 
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TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains 
importance as a vlsual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

108. 270 15th Street. 
Contributing. 1824 

This is a large, two-story wood/frame building of Sx3 bays, 
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15th Street. Unusual 
features of the house are the central doorway on the north 
(street) elevation, which has a three-paned transom and side­
lights, recessed within a pane lled surround, and the decorative 
stone watertable on the front (north) elevation, with the stones 
incised with horizontal lines. 

According to the former curator of Old Economy Village, this 
was perhaps the first building erected here by the Harmonists, 
and was h eg ,1n on Hay 8, 1824, the day of their arrival. It 
served as the Society's meeting-house until the completion of 
the Feast Hall in 1828, and housed some of th e rl -'l r .110nists until 
the family houses were built. It subsequently served as a granary 
and a firehall. Although one source (the survey of 1977) states 
that this is a log structure, it seems unlikely that a log building 
would have had a dressed stone watertable a nd door such as this. 
Though the insulbrick siding has been on the house as long as the 
current owner has owned it, he has no reason to think that the 
structure is log underneath, an d believes it is of simple wood lap 
siding. 

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 lists an "old 
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present 
museum property was completed, it's possible that this building 
was the "old" granary referred to--nine years old at that time. 
It was valued at $400.00. 

1 0 9. 2 71 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B hous e , yet retain s 
importance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 
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110. 275 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, s u b u r b a n - s t y l e b r i c k house. 

111. 274 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

Two-story modera b r i c k house. 

112. 273 I 5 t h S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite a l t e r a t i o n s t y p i c a l f o r a Type B house, the 
b u i l d i n g r e i n f o r c e s the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

113. 276 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r l b u t i a g . c.1828. 

TYPE C. Oae of the few b u i l d i n g s of i t s t y p e , t h i s adds t o the 
v a r i e t y of Harmonist b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t and r e i n f o r c e s the 
town p l a n . 

114. 284 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910. 

Two-story b r i c k Foursquare. 

115. 285 15th S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

116. 286 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830 

According t o the former c u r a t o r of Old Economy V i l l a g e and 
an e a r l y map of the commualty, t h i s was tha Harmonists' wagon 
shop, and has been t u r a e d 180 degrees oa i t s s i t e . As a uaique 
b u i l d l a g type w l t h l a the d i s t r i c t and one of the very few o r i g i n a l 
Harmonist u t l l i t a r i a a b u i l d i a g s , i t adds t o the d i s t r i c t ' s v a r i e t y 
as w e l l as r e i o f o r c i a g the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

The 1-1/2 s t o r y g a b l e - r o o f e d b u i l d i n g i s wider than i t i s 
l o n g , w i t h i t s r i d g e p o l e p e r p e n d i c u l a r to 15th S t r e e t . The 
r o o f l i n e extends on the east end, g i v i n g the b u i l d i n g an asym­
m e t r i c a l conf i g v i r a t l o n . A door i s l o c a t e d o f f - c e n t e r on the 
s t r e e t ( n o r t h ) e l e v a t i o n . 
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110. 275 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house. 

111. 274 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Two-story modern brick house. 

112. 273 15th Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical for a Type B house, the 
building reinforces the Harmonist streetscape. 

113. 276 15th Street. 

114. 

115. 

116. 

Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE c. One of the few buildings of its type, this adds to the 
variety of Harmonist buildings in the di3trict and reinforces the 
town plan. 

284 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910. 

Two-story brick Foursquare. 

285 15th Street. 
Non-Contributing. c.1910 

Two-story frame Foursquare. 

286 15th Street. 
Contributing. c. uno 

~ccording to the former curator of Old Economy Village and 
an early map of the community, this was the Harmonists' wagon 
shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on its site. As a unique 
building type within the district and one of the very few original 
Harmonist utilitarian buildings, it adds to the district's variety 
as well as reinforcing the Harmonist streetscape. 

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building is wider than it is 
long, with its ridgepole perpendicular to 15th Street. The 
roofline extends on the east end, giving the building an asym­
metrical config11ration. A door is located off-center on the 
street (north) elevation. 
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117. 291 15th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. De s p i t e a l t e r a t i o n s t y p i c a l of a Type B house, t h i s 
remains an I m p o r t a n t v i s u a l element of the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

118. 1501 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h modern orange b r i c k . The 
f i r s t f l o o r was co n v e r t e d to the Sta r G r i l l bar aad r e s a u r a n t , 
now d e f u n c t . 

A b r i c k a d d i t i o n on the n o r t h s i d e of the b u i l d i n g has a 
gable r o o f . 

119. 1426 Merchant S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had some a l t e r a t i o n s , but remaias aa I m p o r t a n t 
element i n the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e ; s i t u a t e d at the corner of 
Merchant and 15th S t r e e t s , i t i s one of t h r e e Harmonist houses 
rem a i n i n g on corn e r s of t h i s i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

120. 1500 Merchaat S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . 1828. 

TYPE A. This house i s unusual i n l a c k i n g a shed a d d i t i o n and 
r e t a i n i n g a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e amount of i t s o r i g i n a l r e a r y a r d . 
A l s o , much of i t s b l o c k on Merchant S t r e e t has a s l a t e s i d e w a l k . 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
n o r t h s i d e . The door on the east end i s i n i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n 
and p o s s i b l y i t s o r i g i n a l frame. Another door i s l o c a t e d on the 
west and and was p r o b a b l y added i n the l a t e 19th c e a t u r y . The stoae 
f o u n d a t i o n i s v i s i b l e on the e a s t , s o u t h , and west e l e v a t i o n s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house r e t a i n s u n u s u a l l y good i n t e g r i t y , 
w i t h most of the o r i g i n a l w a l l s and p l a s t e r i n t a c t and much of 
the wood t r i m . The surround of the door on the west end i s 
V i c t o r i a n , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t was a l a t e I 9 t h c a n t u r y a l t e r ­
a t i o n . "1828" i s l a s c r l b e d l a a o r t a r l a the gable ead of the 
a t t i c . 
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TYPE B. Despite alterations typical of a Type B house, this 
remains an important visual element of the Harmonist streetscape. 

118. 1501 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick. The 
first floor was converted to the Star Grill bar and resaurant, 
now defunct. 

A brick addition on the north side of the building has a 
gable roof. 

119. 1426 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. Has had some alterations, but remains an important 
element in the Harmonist streetscape; situated at the corner of 
Merchant and 15th Streets, it is one of three Harmonist houses 
remaining on corners of this intersection. 

120. 1500 Merchant Street. 
Contributing. 1828. 

TYPE A. This house is unusual in lacking a shed a ddition and 
retaining a relatively large amount of its original rear yard. 
Also, much of its block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk. 

Two windows have been added on the west end, and one on the 
north side. The door on the east end is in its original location 
and possibly its original frame. Another door is located on the 
west end and was probably added in the late 19th century. The stone 
foundation is visible on the east, south, and west elevations. 

The interior of the house retains unusually good integrity, 
with most of the original walls and plaster intact and much of 
the wood trim. The surround of the door on the west end is 
Victorian, suggesting that it was a late lQth century alter­
ation. "1828" is inscribed in nortar in the gable end of the 
attic. 
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121. 1505 Church S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE B. This b u i l d i n g i s out of alig n m e n t w i t h the s u r r o u n d i n g 
Harmonist houses and r e s t s on a modern f o u n d a t i o n ; i t may have been 
moved a s h o r t d i s t a n c e when L a u g h l i n S t r e a t , i m m e d i a t e l y to the 
n o r t h , was I n s t a l l e d . I t r e t a i n s i t s Harmonist bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
o n l y on the south s i d e , and, due t o i t s s i t i n g , does not r e i n f o r c e 
the Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e . 

122. 1514 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1884. 

One of the l a r g e s t e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s , t h i s two-
s t o r y , 7x3 bay frame b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d as a school f o r the 
c h i l d r e n who worked and l i v e d a t Economy. Now covered w i t h 
aluminum s i d i n g . The carved stone steps on the f r o n t are 
i a t a c t , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Harmonists a t t r a c t i v e stonework. 

123. 274 L a u g h l l n S t r e e t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g . 

S m a l l , non-Harmonist, o n e - s t o r y frame b u i l d i n g r e p o r t e d l y moved 
from another s i t e . 

124. 1515 Church S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house d i f f e r s from the TYPE A house o n l y i n having 
a 2x2 bay c o n f i g u r a t i o n . There i s no v i s i b l e evidence of t h e r e 
ever haviag been a t h i r d bay on the long ( n o r t h and south) s i d e s . 
Other houses w i t h t h i s c o n f i g u r a t i o n are the Lenz House i n Old 
Economy V i l l a g e and 1216 Church S t r e e t . B r i c k i s p a i n t e d ; window 
frames and a door frame appear to be o r i g i n a l . 

125. 68 and 70 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

A t w o - s t o r y , 6x2 bay frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e ­
pole p a r a l l e l to 16th S t r e e t . A c c o r d i n g t o the former c u r a t o r 
of Old Economy V i l l a g e , t h i s was the tan n e r ' s shop f o r the 
S o c i e t y . E a r l y maps and photographs show a granary i n t h i s 
a r e a , w i t h the tan n e r y across the s t r e e t , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t tha 
b u i l d i n g may have been moved t o t h i s s i t e at a l a t e r t i m e . I t 
i s s i m i l a r i n s i z e and p l a n t o 260-264 16th S t r e e t . Because. I t 
i s a r a r e r e m aining shop b u i l d i n g of the S o c i e t y , has reasonably 
good a r c h i t e c t u r a l I n t e g r i t y and adds to the a r c h i t e c t u r a l d i v e r ­
s i t y of the d i s t r i c t , and i s a p p r o p r i a t e l y s i t e d , i t c o n t r i b u t e s 
t o the d i s t r i c t . 
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TYPE B. This building is out of alignment with the surrounding 
Harmonise houses and rests on a modern foundation; it may have been 
moved a short distance when Laughlin Str ~~ t, immediately to the 
north, was installed. It retains its Harmonise bay configuration 
only on the south side, and, due to its siting, does not reinforce 
the Harmonise streetscape. 

122. 1514 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1884. 

One of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, this two­
story, 7x3 b ;:1.y fr .'1.;ne building was erected as a school for the 
children who worked and lived at Economy. Now covered with 
aluminum siding. The carved stone steps on the front are 
intact, representative of the Harmonises attractive stonework. 

123. 274 Laughlin Street. 
Non-Contributing. 

Small, non-Harmonise, one-story frame building reportedly moved 
from another site. 

124. 1515 Church Street. 
Contributing. c.1828. 

TYPE A. The house differs from the TYPE A house only in hav ing 
a 2x2 bay configuration. There is no visible evidence of there 
ever having been a third bay on the long (north and south) sid es . 
Other houses with this configuration are the Lenz House in Old 
Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick is painted; window 
frames and a door frame appear to be original. 

125. 68 and 70 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building with gable roof, ridge­
pole parallel to 16th Street. According to the former curator 
of Old Economy Village, this was the tanner's shop for the 
Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary in this 
area, with the tannery across the street, suggesting that th~ 
building may have been moved to this site at a later time. lt 
is similar in size and plan to 260-264 16th Street. Becau s e 1: 
is a rare remaining shop building of the Society, has reasonabl y 
good a rchitectural integrity and adds to the architectural div er­
sity of the district, and is appropriately sited, it contribute s 
to the distri c t. 
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126. 72 16th S t r a i t . 
N o n - C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1905. 

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house. 

127. 74 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has been covered w i t h b r i c k , and the 2 x 2 bay con­
f i g u r a t i o n may have been an a l t e r a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s an 
i m p o r t a n t v i s u a l elemeat of t h i s b l o c k , which r e t a l a s s i x Harmonist 
houses. 

128. 78 16th S t r e e t . 
C o a t r l b u t i n g . c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , y e t remains an i m p o r t a a t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

129. 84 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g . c . l 8 3 0 . 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , y e t remains an I m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

130. 90 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , y e t remains an i m p o r t a n t 
v i s u a l element i n t h i s b l o c k of s i x Harmonist houses. 

131. 1599 Church S t r e e t (southwest c o r n e r , 1 6th & Church S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. A l t h o u g h i t s f i r s t f l o o r has seen c o n v e r s i o n t o a 
s t o r e f r o n t and commercial space, the b u i l d i n g i s an i m p o r t a n t anchor 
f o r the row of s i m i l a r Harmonist houses ( a l l Type Bs) t h a t l i n e t h i s 
b l o c k of 16th S t r e e t . 

132. 260 and 264 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays w i t h gable r o o f , r i d g e p o l e 
p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t . Two wood sheds are l o c a t e d i n the r e a r ; 
one of these faces Church S t r e e t . Both have gable r o o f s and 
narrow l a p s i d i n g . A c c o r d i n g t o the former c u r a t o r of Old 
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TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and th e 2 x 2 hay con­
fi311ration may have been an alteration. Nevertheless, it is an 
important visual element of this block, which retains six Harmonist 
houses. 

128. 78 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

129. 84 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1810. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an iffiportant 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

130. 90 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important 
visual element in this block of six Harmonist houses. 

131. 1599 Church Street (so u thwest corner, 16th & Church Streets). 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Although its first floor has seen conversion to a 
storefront and commercial space, the building is an important anchor 
for the row of similar Harmonist houses (all Type Bs) that line this 
block of 16th Street. 

132. 260 and 264 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole 
parallel to the street. Two wood sheds are located in the rear; 
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable roofs and 
narrow lap siding. According to the former cur a tor of Old 
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Economy, t h i s was tha cooper's shop f o r the S o c i e t y . I t i s 
s i m i l a r i n s i z e and design t o the tan n e r ' s shop at 68-70 16th 
S t r e e t . This may have been the house of the cooper and h i s 
h e l p e r s as w e l l as h i s work area. The 1833 r e a l e s t a t e i n v e n ­
t o r y of the S o c i e t y l i s t s a cooper's shoo, but values i t at 
only $100.00, much l e s s than the t y p i c a l $600.00 value of a 
l a r g e frame house such as t h i s one. Perhaps the s m a l l r e a r 
sheds ware the a c t u a l coopers work area. The S o c i e t y ' s coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain i n the wine 
c e l l a r beneath the T a i l o r Shop. 

133. 288 16th S t r e e t . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s , but i s r e c o g n i z a b l y Harmonist 
and serves t o anchor the n o r t h e a s t corner of the d i s t r i c t . 

134. 16th and Merchant S t r e e t s , n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1830. 

TYPE A. Att a c h e d to a modern commercial b u i l d i n g on i t s west 
side and adapted f o r commercial use on i t s f i r s t f l o o r . Neverthe­
l e s s , he house i s one of the few t h a t r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l gable-end 
r o o f l i n e c o n f i g u r a t i o n , w i t h i t s narrow t r i m board. 

135. 296 16th S t r e e t (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant S t r e e t s ) . 
C o n t r i b u t i n g , c.1829. 

TYPE A. B r i c k has been p a i n t e d , has o t h e r t y p i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s . 
The owner r e p o r t s t h a t "1829" i s i n s c r i b e d i n the house's a t t i c . 
The house i s r e l a t i v e l y unusual i n r e t a i n i n g much of i t s o r i g i n a l 
y a r d . 
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Economy, this was the cooper's shop for the Society. It is 
similar in size and design to the tanner's shop at 68-70 16th 
Street. This may have been the house of the cooper and his 
helpers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven­
tory of the Society lists a cooper's shor, but values it at 
only $100.00, much less than the typical $600.00 value of a 
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps the small rear 
sheds were the actual coopers work area. The Society's coopers 
produced the wine casks, some of which remain in the wine 
cellar beneath the Tailor Shop. 

133. 288 16th Street. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but is recognizably Harmonist 
and serves to anchor the northeast corner of the district. 

134. 16th and Merchant Streets, northwest corner. 
Contributing. c.1830. 

TYPE A. Attached to a modern commercial building on its west 
side and adapted for commercial use on its first floor. Neverthe­
less , he house is one of the few that retains its original gable-end 
roofline configuration, with its narrow trim board. 

135. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant Streets). 
Contributing. c.1829. 

TYPE A. Brick has been painted, has other typical a lterations. 
The owner reports that "1829" is inscribed in the house's attic. 
The house is relatively unusual in retaining much of its original 
yard. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_x_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_x- architecture 
JC- art 

commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1^24-1905 Bui lder /Archi tect The Harmony S o c i e t y 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Economy National Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining 
buildings of the Harmoay Society's most successful settlement at 
Economy, Peaasylvaaia, i s s i g a l f l c a a t as the most complete s i t e of this 
important communitarian sect which had a s i g a l f l c a a t impact oa the 
commercial, l a d u s t r i a l , aad f i a a a c i a l worlds of 19th ceatury America aad 
an iateroatioaal Impact oa socia l reformers of the era. At Economy, the 
Harmony Society achieved aational recogaltlon for i t s wool, cotton, aad 
s i l k iadustrles aad was kaowa aatloaally l a i t s commercial aod f l a a n c l a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , lacludiag i t s . ploaeerlag role in the o i l industry aad i t s 
role l a the coastructloa of several railroads, amoag them the Pittsburgh 
aad Lake E r i e . I t s three prosperous settlements at Harmoay, PA, New 
Harmoay, IN, and f i n a l l y at Ecoaomy served as models for other 19th 
century Utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Amana Society, aad the 
Zoarltes. Promiaeat soci a l reformers aad i a t e l l e c t u a l s iaflueaced by 
the Society's successful commuaal l i f e s t y l e loclude Robert Owea, Hegel, 
Byroa, aad Goethe. The Society's extraordiaary productivity t e s t i f i e s 
both to the dedicatioa of i t s members—who practised pacifism, communal 
sharing of property aad wealth, aod celibacy with a p i e t i s t i c belief in 
Christ's Secoad Coming--and to the magaetism of leaders George aad 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' iatercessors with the 
outside world. One of the longest-lived of the maay 19th century 
commuaitarlaa sects, the Harmoay Society was eveatually weakeaed by the 
deaths of Frederick aad George Rapp l a 1834 and 1847, the Industrial 
revolution, and a dlminishiag populatloa. In 1905, one huadred years 
after i t s incorporation, the Society was o f f i c i a l l y dissolved. The 
remaining Harmoaist buildings, comprising the National Historic 
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

Germaa p i e t i s t s from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmoalsts followed 
George Rapp to America l a 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other p i e t i s t groups, they believed l a a more direct relatioaship with 
God than provided for in Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the 
role of the church, i t s ceremoaies, aad i t s dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical f a i t h was based heavily oa the Book of Revelatioas aad 
galvaaized by "Father" Rapp's magaetism as s p i r i t u a l leader/prophet. I t 
held that Christ's retura to earth would restore maakind to i t s original 
pure, androgynous nature. There was coasiderable c o a f l l c t wlthla the 
Society over certala t e a e t s — t h e sharing of wealth and practice of 
celibacy, l a p a r t i c u l a r — a a d George Rapp and his adopted son, Frederick, 
have beea c r i t i c i z e d as beiag d i c t a t o r i a l , uu-Chrlstian, aad even cruel 
la their treatmeat of Society members aad maaagemeat of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy aad maaagemeat aside, 
the Harmoalsts were able to comblae a religious l i f e s t y l e with aa 
extraordiaary degree of ecoaomic success. 

a. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-- 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
-- 1700-1799 
J_ 1800-1899 
-- 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
___ archeology-prehistoric _x _ community planning .. __ landscape architecture ____ religion 
.. _ archeology-historic _ . _ conservation ____ law _ _ science 
_ _ agriculture ___ economics ___ literature ___ sculpture 
-i. architecture ____ education . __ military _ _x_ social/ 
_.x_ art _ engineering ___ music humanitarian 
__ commerce . __ exploration/settlement _ _ philosophy __ theater 

___ communications .. .x . industry __ politicsigovernment _ transportation 
____ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates l ..;2L,-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society 

Statement of Significance Un one paragraph) 

The Economy National Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining 
buildings of the Harmony Society's most successful settlement at 
Economy, Pennsylvania, is significant as the most complete site of this 
important communitarian sect which had a significant impact on the 
commercial, industrial, and financial worlds of 19th century America and 
an international impact on social reformers of the era. At Economy, the 
Harmony Society achieved national recognition for its wool, cotton, and 
silk industries and was known nationally in its commercial and financial 
activities, including its _pioneering role in the oil industry and its 
role in the construction of several railroads, among them the Pittsburgh 
and Lake Erie. Its three prosperous settlements at Harmony, PA, New 
Harmony, IN, and finally at Economy served as models for other 19th . 
century utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites. Prominent social reformers and intellectuals influenced by 
the Society's successful communal lifestyle include Robert Owen, Hegel, 
Byron, and Goethe. The Society's extraordinary productivity testifies 
both to the dedication of its members--who practised pacifism, communal 
sharing of .property and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief in 
Christ's Second Coming--and to the magnetism of leaders George and 
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society members' intercessors with the 
outside world. One of the longest-lived of the many 19th century 
communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the 
deaths of Frederick and George Rapp. in - 1834 and 1847, the industrial 
revolution, and a diminishing population. In 1905, one hundred years 
after its incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The 
remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic 
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful period. 

·German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed 
George Rapp to America in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like 
other pietist groups, they believed in a more direct relationship with 
God than provided for in Lutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimize the 
role of the church, its ceremonies, and its dogma. Their somewhat 
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelations and 
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as spiritual leader/prophet. It 
held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind . to its original 
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict within the 
Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and practice of 
celibacy, in particular--and George Rapp and his adopted son, Frederick, 
have been criticized as being dictatorial, un-Christian, and even cruel 
in their treatment of Society members and management of the Society's 
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy and management aside, 
the Harmonises were able to combine a reLigious lifestyle with an 
extraordinary degree of economic success. 
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Economy's p r o d u c t i v i t y was based m a i n l y on I n d u s t r y , r a t h e r than on 
a g r i c u l t u r e , i n c o n t r a s t t o the Harmonists' e a r l i e r s e t t l e m e n t s a t 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harmony (1815-1824). This i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
the acreage of Economy, the s m a l l e s t of the t h r e e s e t t l e m e n t s , w i t h 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000 ac r e s . 

Fueled by a s k i l l e d , y et u n p a i d , l a b o r f o r c e t h a t c o a s l d e r e d 
p r o d u c t i v i t y a duty t o God, Economy's i n d u s t r i e s s u p p l i e d the Harmonists 
and aoa-Harmonlsts a l i k e l a the 1820s t h r o u g h 1840s. Sold under the 
name of F r e d e r i c k Rapp, the S o c i e t y ' s business manager and le a d e r i n 
temporal a f f a i r s . Harmonist goods were w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d on the East 
Coast and thr o u g h o u t the Ohio and M i s s i s s i p p i V a l l e y s by business agents 
f o r the S o c i e t y i n most of the major c i t i e s . S e v e r a l of the Harmoalsts 
themselves t r a v e l l e d from c i t y t o c i t y h a n d l i n g arrangements w i t h 
agents, most n o t a b l y F r e d e r i c k Rapp (1786-1834) who has been c a l l e d "one 
of the most i n f l u e n t i a l and p o w e r f u l m a a u f a c t u r e r s and p r i v a t e bankers 
of the U n i t e d S t a t e s . " 1 . O r l g i a a l l y t r a i n e d as an a r c h i t e c t and stone 
mason, Rapp was c u l t u r e d , w e l l - t r a v e l l e d , and acq u a i n t e d w i t h and adept 
a t d e a l i n g w i t h prominent American businessmen and p o l i t i c i a n s . I n 
1828, when Ecoaomy's i a d u s t r l e s were t h r i v i n g , F r e d e r i c k Rapp was askad 
t o address the U n i t e d S t a t e s House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ' Committee on 
Manufacture oa the methods and' business of the wool i n d u s t r y . Led by 
Rapp, the S o c i e t y was I n f l u e n t i a l i n championing the p r o t e c t i o n of 
domestic i n d u s t r i e s d u r i n g the 1820s when t h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e debate 
over how to deal w i t h s t r o n g f o r e i g n c o m p e t i t i o n . 

Wool and c o t t o n manufacture dominated Economy's i n d u s t r i e s i n the 
1820s and 1830s, d u r i a g which time the S o c i e t y had "a v i r t u a l monopoly 
of c o t t o n and woolen yarn and c l o t h on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists 
b u i l t and purchased machinery which was s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t ; combined w i t h 
h i g h q u a l i t y raw m a t e r i a l s , such as the Merino sheep wool which tha 
Harmonists helped i n t r o d u c e t o t h i s c o u n t r y , and a d i l i g e n t l a b o r f o r c e 
w i t h r e l a t i v e l y good w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , the end product was of s u p a r l o r 
q u a l i t y . The steam-powered m i l l ( t h e S o c i e t y was among the f i r s t to 
i n t r o d u c e steam t o a c t u a l l y oowar t h e i r I n d u s t r i e s ) was c a p i t a l i z e d a t 
$30,000 and brought i n c r e a s i n g p r o f i t s l a tha 1827-1831 p e r i o d . $84,571 
w o r t h of wool pr o d u c t s were produced i n 1831. The c o t t o n m i l l , 
c a p i t a l i z e d at $25,000, produced a p p r o x i m a t e l y $22,000 w o r t h of goods 
a n n u a l l y w i t h p r o f i t s of tw e l v e to f i f t e e n p e r c e n t . Products from both 
i a d u s t r l e s i n c l u d a d wool aad c o t t o a y a r n , b r o a d c l o t h , s h e e t i n g , 
b l a a k e t s , s a t l a e t , wool f l a a a e l s , f e l t ( f o r h a t s ) , hats themselves, 
c a s s l a e t s , l i n s e y s , chambray, and hemp f o r rope. 

S i l k manufacture begaa l a the l a t e 1820s a t Economy and f l o u r i s h e d 
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Economy's productivity was based mainly on industry, rather than on 
agriculture, in contrast to the Harrnonists' earlier settlements at 
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harmony (1815-1824). This is reflected in 
the acreage of Economy, the smallest of the three settlements, with 
approximately 3,000 acres. 

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid, labor force that considered 
productivity a duty to God, Economy's industries supplied the Harmonists 
and non-Harmonists alike in the 1820s through 1840s. Sold under the 
name of Frederick Rapp, the Society's business manager and leader in 
temporal affairs, Harmonist goods were widely distributed on the East 
Coast and throughout the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys by business agents 
for the Society in most of the major cities. Several of the Harmonists 
themselves travelled from city to city handling arrangements with 
agents, most notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who has been called "one 
of the most influential and powerful manufacturers and private bankers 
of the United States."l. Originally trained as an architect and stone 
mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, and acquainted with and adept 
at dealing with prominent American businessmen and politicians. In 
1828, when Economy's industries were thriving, Frederick Rapp was asked 
to address the United States House of Representatives' Committee on 
Manufacture on the methods an~ business of the wool industry. Led by 
Rapp, the Society was influential in championing the protection of 
domestic industries during the 1820s when there was considerable debate 
over how to deal with strong foreign competition. 

Wool and cotton manufacture dominated Economy's industries in the 
1820s and 1830s, during which time the Society had "a virtual monopoly 
of cotton and woolen yarn and cloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists 
built and purchased machinery which was state-of-the-art; combined wit~ 
high quality raw materials, such as the Merino sheep wool which the 
Harmonists helped introduce to this country, and a diligent labor for e~ 
with relatively good working conditions, the end product was of sup~rior 
quality. The steam-powered mill (the Society was among the first to 
introduce steam to actually p0w e r their industries) was capitalized at 
$30,000 and brought increasing profits in the 1827-1831 period. $84,571 
worth of wool products were produced in 1831. The cotton mill, 
capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 worth of goods 
annually with profits of twelve to fifteen percent. Products from both 
industries incl,ttled 0.Jo,1l and cotton yarn, broadcloth, sheeting, 
blankets, satinet, wool flannels, felt (for hats), hats themselves, 
cassinets, linseys, chambray, and hemp for rope. 

Silk manufacture began in the late 1820s at Economy and flourished 
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through the 1340s, d e s p i t e f i n a n c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y and a n a t i o n a l 
d e p r e s s i o n i n 1837 which r e s u l t e d i n poor business c o n d i t i o n s f o r some 
time t h e r e a f t e r . George Rapp and h i s granddaughter, G e r t r u d e , brought 
e x p e r t s i n the c u l t i v a t i o n of silkworms to Economy to l e a r n the i n d u s t r y 
f i r s t - h a n d ; by 1843 t h e r e were e x t e n s i v e m u l b e r r y p l a n t a t i o n s at 
Economy. I n an account of the Harmonists i n "The S i l k C u l t u r i s t " of 
October, 1836, Economy s i l k was c a l l e d "'the best we have seen of 
American manufacture'".3 

Other popular goods produced by the S o c i e t y i n c l u d e d wine, beer, 
whiskey, f l o u r , and shoes. To promote the S o c i e t y ' s i n d u s t r i e s 
F r e d e r i c k Rapp t r a v e l l e d w i d e l y , meeting w i t h merchants i n B a l t i m o r e , 
New York, P h i l a d e l p h i a , and Boston. The l a r g e volume of business 
correspondence i n the Harmony S o c i e t y A r c h i v e s t e s t i f i e s to h i s 
w i d e - r a n g i n g business c o n t a c t s . Enhancing the Harmonists' r e p u t a t i o n as 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s was the f a c t t h a t they had b u i l t t h r e e separate 
communities i n two s t a t e s and, t h e r e f o r e , c o n t r i b u t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o 
s e v e r a l l o c a l economies over the course of t h a i r e x i s t e n c e . 

Tha S o c i e t y amassed c o n s i d e r a b l e assets from i t s i n d u s t r i a l 
v e n t u r e s ( e s t i m a t e s as e a r l y as the 1830s ranged from h a l f a m i l l i o n to 
more than two m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ) , but i t s f i n a n c i a l ascendance p a r a l l a l a l 
i t s i n d u s t r i a l d e c l i n e . F r e d e r i c k Rapp's death i n 1834 was a blow to 
the S o c i e t y ' s commercial a c t i v i t i e s . Other combined problems such as 
the r a p i d l y aging p o p u l a t i o n , a wool i n d u s t r y which had never f u l l y 
r ecovered f r o a a major f i r e i n 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t c o u l d not be overcome. I n the 
second h a l f of the c e n t u r y , t h e r e f o r e , the S o c i e t y t u r n e d to investments 
to p r o v i d e the necessary income both f o r the o p e r a t i o n of the community 
and f o r the S o c i e t y ' s a n t i c i p a t e d r e t u r n to .Terusalem upon C h r i s t ' s 
r e t u r n . As Arndt p o i n t s o u t , the change was merely "from communal work 
to communal investments."4 

Finance was not new to the S o c i e t y ; i t had p r e v i o u s l y loaned money 
to the S t a t a of I n d i a n a and the c i t i e s of P i t t s b u r g h and A l l e g h e n y . 
The S o c i e t y was c o n s i d e r e d to be not merely s t a b l e f i n a n c i a l l y , but r i c h 
and m u n i f i c e n t . I n f a c t , a l a w s u i t a g a i n s t the S o c i e t y t h a t went to die 
U.S. Supreme Court (one of many l a w s u i t s brought a g a i n s t the S o c i e t y , 
most of which the S o c i e t y won) r e v e a l e d t h a t I n 1846 the value of 
S o c i e t y p r o p e r t y was $901,000. I n a d d i t i o n to t h i s was a s e c r e t fund 
amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church f u n d , " 
c o n s i s t i n g of over $400,000 i n g o l d and s i l v e r withdrawn from Harraonis: 
bank accounts i n P i t t s b u r g h , P h i l a d e l p h i a , and L o u i s v i l l e . S k e p t i c a l > 
tha U.S. government's f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y f o l l o w i n g Andrew Jackson's 

NPS Form 10-IOO-I 
'3-12) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 8 

0 MB No . 10 24- 0018 
EK pi res 1 0 -3 1 - 87 

Page 3 

through the 1340s, rlespite financial instability and a national 
depression in 1837 which resulted in poor business conditions for some 
time thereafter. George Rapp and his granddaughter, Gertrude, brought 
experts in the cultivation of silkworms to Economy to learn the industry 
first-hand; by 1843 there were extensive mulberry plantations at 
Economy. In an account of the Harmonists in "The Silk Culturist" of 
October, 1836, Economy silk was called "'the best we have seen of 
American .-nanufacture' ".3 

Other popular goods produced by the Society included wine, beer, 
whiskey, flour, and shoes. To promote the Society's industries 
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants in Baltimore, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The large volume of business 
correspondence in the Harmony Society Archives testifies to his 
wide-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonises' reputation as 
manufacturers was the fact that they had built three separate 
communities in two states and, therefore, contributed significantly to 
several local economies over the course of their existence. 

The Society amassed considerable assets from its industrial 
ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million t o 
more than two million dollars), but its financial ascendance parallel ed 
its industrial decline. Frederick Rapp's death in 1834 was a blow to 
the Society's commercial activities. Other combined problems such as 
the rapidly aging population, a wool ind11stry which had never fully 
recovered from a ~ajar fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery 
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the 
second half of the century, therefore, the Society turned to investments 
to provide the necessary income both for the operation of the community 
and for the Society's anticipated return to Jerusalem upon Christ's 
return. As Arndt points out, the change was merely "from communal wo rk 
to communal investments."4 

Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned money 
to the State of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. 
The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, ~ut ri ch 
and munificent. In fact, a lawsuit against the Society that went to t he 
U.S. Supreme Court (one of many lawsuits brought against the Society, 
most of which the Society won) revealed that in 1846 the value of 
Society property was $901,000. In ~ddition to this was a secret fund 
amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church fund," 
consisting of over $400,000 in gold and silver withdrawn from Harmoni ~: 
bank accounts in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Louisville. Skeptic;.il , , 
the U.S. government's financial stability following Andrew Jackson's 
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veto of the U.S. Bank C h a r t e r i n 1833, Rapp decided t o s e c r e t a fund of 
cash i n v a u l t s i n h i s basement, f o r use by the S o c i e t y when i t r e t u r n e d 
to Jerusalem. When f i s c a l mismanagement l e d the S o c i e t y toward 
bankruptcy i n the 1890s, t h i s fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to 
pay the S o c i e t y ' s mounting deb t s . 

The S o c i e t y ' s Investment i n the o i l i n d u s t r y d u r i n g the 1861-1892 
p e r i o d was of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e and, f o r a t i m e , g r e a t l y 
p r o f i t a b l e . The S o c i e t y d r i l l e d w e l l s on some of the 6,000 acres I t 
owned i n n o r t h w e s t e r n Pennsylvania and r e f i n e d o i l t h a t was co n s i d a r e d 
tha best on the market. The o i l p i p e l i n e they c o n s t r u c t e d was one of 
the e a r l i e s t . The S o c i e t y had s u f f i c i e n t f i n a n c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c l o u t 
t o b l o c k a t h r e a t e n i n g o i l - p i p e l i n e b i l l u n t i l i t I n c l u d e d a clause 
p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r r i g h t s and e n a b l i n g them to b u i l d a p r i v a t e p i p e l i n e 
across the Allegheny R i v e r . 

The P i t t s b u r g h and Lake E r i e R a i l r o a d , f i n a n c e d by the S o c i e t y and 
managed by S o c i e t y T r u s t e e Jacob H e n r i c i from 1881-1884, l i n k e d the 
P i t t s b u r g h area to the main r a i l r o a d l i n e s from Chicago to New York, a i.l 
hence was of immense importance t o the subsequent i n d u s t r i a l development 
of the r e g i o n and l a d i r e c t l y the i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g n a t i o n . I n 1884, 
H e n r i c i s o l d the r a i l r o a d to the V a n d e r b i l t f a m i l y f o r $1,150,000. 

Charles S t o t z , r e s t o r a t i o n a r c h i t e c t of Old Ecoaomy V i l l a g e and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n of western P e n n s y l v a n i a , has w r i t t e n t h a t the 
Harmonists " e s t a b l i s h e d i n western Pennsylvania the o n l y t r u l y 
homogenous community of which any t a n g i b l e evidence remains."5 The 
b u i l d i n g s of Economy, preserved on t h e i r o r i g i n a l s i t e s , are an 
I m p o r t a n t c o l l e c t i o n of a p e c u l i a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e e x h i b i t i n g e a r l y 
19th c e n t u r y c o n s t r u c t i o n methods and c r a f t s m a n s h i p . Indeed, tha s l t a 
surpasses s i m i l a r h i s t o r i c communities i n the number and range of 
o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g s t h a t are i n t a c t . Very few of the b u i l d i n g s o u t s i d e 
the Old Economy V i l l a g e complex have had any k i n d of r e s t o r a t i o n a a l 
henca possess g r e a t p o t e n t i a l f o r f u t u r e a r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

Though F r e d e r i c k Rapp, to whom the design of a l l the S o c i e t y ' s 
major b u i l d i n g s i s c r e d i t e d , was d a t e r a l n e d t o b u i l d " i n the American 
manner," the Harmonist b u i l d i n g s ara a r e c o g n i z a b l e blend of Americaa 
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The e n t i r e group i s a 
r a r e example of a planned community, p r o v i d i n g i n s i g h t i n t o the way the 
Harmonists l i v e d . T h e i r p r e d o m i n a n t l y p r a c t i c a l p l a n — a g r i d c o a t a l n l n g 
both p u b l i c and p r i v a t e areas, w i t h f a c t o r i e s and f i e l d s on the 
o u t s k i r t s and houses and e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s at the c e n t e r — r e f l e c t e d 
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veto of the U.S. Bank Charter in 1833, Rapp decided to secret a fund of 
cash in vaults in his basement, for use by the Society when it returned 
to Jerusalem. When fiscal mismanagement led the Society toward 
bankruptcy in the 1890s, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to 
pay the Society's mounting debts. 

The Society's investment in the oil industry during the 1861-1892 
period was of particular significance and, for a time, greatly 
profitable. The Society drilled wells on some of the 6,000 acres it 
owned in northwestern Pennsylvania and refined oil that was consider e,l 
the best on the market. The oil pipeline they constructed was one of 
the earliest. The Society had sufficient financial and political clout 
to block a threatening oil-pipeline bill 11ntil it included a clause 
protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline 
across the Allegheny River. 

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and 
managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrici from 1881-1884, linked the 
Pittsburgh area to the main railroad lines from Chicago to New Yn r '<., -=t ,d 
hence was of immense importance to the subsequent industrial development 
of the region and indirectly the industrializing nation. In 1884, 
Henrici sold the railroad to the Vanderbilt family for $1,150,000. 

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Old Kconomy Village and 
architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the 
Harmonists "established in western Pennsylvania the only truly 
homogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The 
buildings of Economy, preserved on their original sites, are an 
important collection of a peculiar architectural style exhibiting early 
19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the git e 
surpasses similar historic communities in the number and range of. 
original buildings that are intact. Very few of the buildings outsid e 
the Old Economy Village complex have had any kind of restoration an J 
henc~ possess great potential for future architectural and 
archaeological investigation. 

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the design of all the Society's 
major buildings is credited, was deter1~ined to build "in the American 
manner," the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blend of American 
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The entire group is a 
rare example of a planned community, providing insight into the way the 
Harmonists lived. Their predominantly practical plan--a grid contal11i n g 
both public and private areas, with factories and fields on the 
outskirts and houses and essential services at the center-- reflected 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB ,Vo. 1024-0018 
(342) E x p i r e s 2 0 - 3 2 - 8 7 

United States Department off the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 8 Page 5 

the S o c i e t y ' s commitment to a simple but e f f l c l a a t l i f e s t y l e . The 
c o a s t r u c t l o a of t h e i r b u i l d i a g s shows coacara f o r both p r a c t i c a l i t y and 
appearance. The Feast H a l l , Great House, and church share s e v e r a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s t h a t bear evidence to a f i n e sense of p r o p o r t i o n 
and d e t a i l . 

The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of the town was as w e l l - d e t a i l e d as tha 
b u i l d i n g s . The water system, f a d from water on the e a s t e r n h i l l s i d e , 
ran t h r o u g h pipes of hollowed out logs c a r a f u l l y f i t t e d t o g e t h e r , and 
served every p a r t of the town v i a s e v e r a l pumps. Community bake ovens 
were d i s t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h o u t the town, and a steam l a u n d r y served the 
e n t i r e c o a n u n i t y . 

Most of Economy's unique and i m p r e s s i v e landscape f e a t u r e s have, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , been l o s t . The landscape t h a t e x i s t s today i s o n l y a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of what once e x i s t e d - - a deer park w i t h V i r g i n i a deer, 
l a b y r i n t h s , a second p a v i l i o n , and p l a n t s and f l o w e r s t r a i n e d t o grow i n 
e l a b o r a t e p a t t e r n s . Grape v i n e s , now prasant o n l y on the b u i l d i a g s 
w i t h i n the museum complex, oace were t r a i n e d t o grow oa a l l of the 
houses, where they were watered by c a a - o f f from the r o o f s . The heavy 
developmeat of the o u t s k i r t s of Economy i n the e a r l y 20th c e n t u r y 
d e s t r o y e d some f e a t u r e s ; the present garden at Old Economy V i l l a g e , 
w h i l e r e t a i n i n g tha i m p o r t a n t P a v i l i o n and G r o t t o s t r u c t u r e s , has seen 
e x t e n s i v e r e s t o r a t i o n . The o r i g i n a l town l a y - o u t remains d i s c e r n a b l e , 
however, and i s a major c o n t r i b u t i n g f e a t u r e of the d i s t r i c t today. 

Three a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s have been undertaken at Economy i n the 
l a s t twenty y e a r s , two of them on the grounds of the Old Economy V i l l a g e 
complex. R e l a t i v e l y narrow I n scope, these s t u d i e s d i d not produce new 
i n f o r m a t i o n of g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e about the S o c i e t y ' s a c t i v i t e s , though 
a r t i f a c t s were uncovered. These c o n s i s t e d p r i m a r i l y of places of 
earthenware and g l a s s . The t h i r d study concerned a community bakery 
s i t e on 13th S t r e e t , where remains were uncovered of a f o u n d a t i o n , a 
chimney, and g a t e , along w i t h p o t t e r y shards, n a i l s , and two I n d i a n 
a r t i f a c t s . Because the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l would seem to be 
g r e a t e s t I n the Harmonist domestic and work areas o u t s i d e the 
museum--the area t h a t has seen the l e a s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n to d a t e - - t h e 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l of the d i s t r i c t remains c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

Throughout i t s e x i s t e n c e , the Harmony S o c i e t y was the o b j e c t of 
r e g u l a r and c l o s e s c r u t i n y from t r a v e l l e r s , w r i t e r s , economists, 
l a w y e r s , merchants, would-be f o l l o w e r s and i i a l t a t o r s . As the S o c i e t y ' s 
most prosperous and f i n a l home. Economy r e c e i v e d the g r e a t e s t a t t e n t i o n 
and p u b l i c i t y . The a t t e n t i o n was a f u n c t i o n both of the unusual. 

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3,12) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Economy National 
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Item number 8 

0 MB No . 102 4- 0018 
Exp i res 1 0 - 31 - 87 

Page 5 

the Society's commitment to a simple but effi c ient lifestyle. The 
constructio n o f their buildings shows concern for both practicality and 
appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several 
architectural features that bear evidence to a fine sense of proportion 
and detail. 

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as the 
buildings. The water system, fed fro m water on the eastern hillside, 
ran through pipes of hollowed out logs c a r e f u lly fitted together, and 
served every part of the town via several pumps. Community bake ovens 
were distributed throughout the town, and a steam laundry served the 
entire c 0n~unity. 

Most of Economy's unique and impressive landscape features h a ve, 
unfortunately, been lost. The landscape that exists today is onl y a 
representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer, 
labyrinths, a second pavilion, and plants and flowers trained to grow ln 
elaborate patterns. Grape vines, now pres e nt only on the buildings 
withi n the museum complex, once were train e d to grow on all of the 
houses, where they were water e d hy r. u n-off from the roofs. The heavy 
development of the outskirts of Economy in the early 20th century 
destroyed some features; the present garde n a t Old Economy Village, 
while retaining the important Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen 
extensive restoration. The original town lay-out re ma ina discernable, 
however, and is a major contributing feature of the district today. 

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Economy in the 
last twenty years, two of them on the grounds of the Old Economy Village 
complex. Relatively nar ro w in scope, these studies did not produce new 
information of great significance about the Society's activites, though 
artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily of pieces of 
earthenware and glass. The third study concerned a community bakery 
s ite on 13th Street, where remains were uncovered of a foundation, a 
chimney, and gate, along with pottery shards, nails, and two Indian 
artifacts. Because the archaeological potential would seem to be 
greate st in the Harmonist domestic and work areas outside the 
museum--the area that has seen the least investigation t o dat e --t11e 
archaeological potential of the district remains considerable. 

Throughout its existence, the Harmony Society was the object of 
regular and close scrutiny from travellers, writers, economists, 
lawyers, merchants, would-be followers an d i rnita tors. As the Society's 
most prosperous and final home, Economy received the greatest attention 
and publicity. The attention was a function both of the unusual, 
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s i m u l t a n e o u s l y communal and c a p i t a l i s t i c l i f e s t y l e of the S o c i e t y , and 
of the r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l ferment i n Europe, England, and America i n 
the e a r l y 19th c e n t u r y . Numerous p i e t i s t i c r e l i g i o u s groups formed i n 
t h a t e r a , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Germany where a r e v o l u t i o n o c c u r r e d i n 1848. 
George Rapp was c e l e b r a t e d a t h i s death i n 1847 i n the P i t t s b u r g h D a i l y 
Morning Post as "the g r e a t e s t Communist of the Age" i n the same year 
t h a t Marx and Hegel, the l a t t e r a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
p a r t of Germany, began w r l t l u i j The Communist M a n i f e s t o . German Utopian 
communist W i l l i a m W e l t h r i g , who f l e d the German r e v o l u t i o n hoping to 
e s t a b l i s h "Commuaia" i n Iowa, wrote at l e n g t h about Economy i n 1851. 
The French w r i t e r Louis Cortambert spent eleven months a t Economy i n 
1839-40, pr o d u c i n g a French account of the S o c i e t y . Goethe, Rudyard 
K i p l i n g , and Byron a l l wrote of the S o c i e t y , the l a t t e r d e v o t i n g f o u r 
stanzas of Canto XV of "Don Juan" t o George Rapp and h i s s o c i e t y of 
c e l i b a t e s . 

T r a v e l l e r s , o f t e n well-known or d i s t i n g u i s h e d f i g u r e s , wrote 
accounts of v i s i t s t o the S o c i e t y ' s s e t t l e m e n t s , many of which ware 
p u b l i s h e d i n newspapers and j o u r n a l s here and abroad. One of the 
e a r l i e s t , John M e l i s h ' s 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared i n 
"T r a v e l s Through the U n i t e d S t a t e s of America" was reviewed at l e n g t h i n 
B r i t i s h magazines, and l e d t o Robert Owen's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the 
S o c i e t y . Owen subseq u e n t l y purchased the town of New Harmoay, IN wheo 
the S o c i e t y l e f t t h e r e t o e s t a b l i s h Ecoaomy. 

I n i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h o t h e r communal s e c t s , the Harmony S o c i e t y 
was i n s p i r a t i o n a l , o f f e r i n g p r a c t i c a l a d v i c e and sometimes f i n a n c i a l 
a s s i s t a n c e to the many o t h e r sacts w i t h whom i t communicated. F r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s were m a i n t a i n e d w i t h the Shakers, the Amana S o c i e t y , and the 
Z o a r l t e s , w i t h the Harmonists g i v i n g a s s i s t a n c e i n m a t t e r s of i n d u s t r i a l 
p r o d u c t i o n . Loans were extended t o the H u t t e r l a n s i n the Dakotas and 
the Ora Labora i n M i c h i g a n . One i l l - f a t e d a l l i a n c e was w i t h the 
s o - c a l l e d Count Leon, who i n 1831 convinced one t h i r d of the Harmonists 
t o w i t hdraw from the S o c i e t y and e s t a b l i s h a separate community under 
h i s r u l e , an event a f t e r w a r d s r e f e r r e d t o as the Schism. 

I n sum, the Harmony S o c i e t y p r o v i d e d a p o w e r f u l example of communal 
l i f e t h a t was w i d e l y known and seminal i n i t s impact i n an era of 
p o l i t i c a l and economic e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n . As P h i l a d e l p h i a economist 
Matthew Carey observed i n The New O l i v e Braach of 1820, even b e f o r e the 
Harmoalsts had e s t a b l i s h e d Economy, "'The h i s t o r y of the w o r l d may be 
examined i n v a i n f o r any i n s t a n c e of such r a p i d s t r i d e s made by any body 
of men, w h o l l y unaided by b o u n t i e s , praialau.s, l o a n s , or ammunitles from 
government. The Harmonists ware t r u e p r a c t i c a l economlsts.'"6 Such was 
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simultaneously communal and capitalistic lifestyle of the 5ociety, and 
of the religio11s and social ferment in Europe, England, and America in 
the early 19th century. Numerous pietistic religious groups formed in 
that era, particularly in Germany where a revolution occurred in 1848. 
George Rapp was celebrated at his death in 1847 in the Pittsburgh Daily 
Morning Post as "the greatest Communist of the Age" in the same year 
that Marx and Hegel, the latter a contemporary of Rapp's from the same 
part of Germany, began writing 1he Communist Manifesto • German utopian 
communist William Weithrig, whofled the German revol11tion hoping to 
establish "C:o ,n1nu,1ia" in Iowa, wrote at length about Economy in 1851. 
The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Economy in 
1839-40, producing a French account of the Society. Goethe, Rudyard 
Kipling, and Byron all wrote of the Society, the latter devoting four 
stanzas of Canto XV of "Don Juan" to George Rapp and his society of 
celibates. 

Travellers, often well-known or distinguished figures, wrote 
accounts of visits to the Society's settlements, many of which were 
published in newspapers and journals here and abroad. One of the 
earliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared in 
"Travels Through the United States of America" was reviewed a t length in 
British magazines, and led to Robert Owen's relationship with the 
Society. Owen subsequently purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when 
the Society left there to establish Economy. 

In its relationship with other communal sects, the Harmony Society 
was inspirational, offering practical advice and sometimes financial 
assistance to the many other sects with whom it communicated. Friendly 
relations were maintained with the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the 
Zoarites, with the Harmonists giving assistance in matters of industrial 
production. Loans were extended to the Hutterians in the Dakotas and 
the Ora Labora in Michigan. One ill-fated alliance was with the 
so-called Count Leon, who in 1831 convinced one third of the Harmonists 
to withdraw from the Society and establish a separate community under 
hls rule, an event afterwards referred t o ~A the Schism. 

1n sum, the Harmony Society provided a powerful example of communal 
life that was widely known and seminal in its impact in an era 0£ 
political and economic experimentation. As Philadelphia economist 
Matthew Carey observed in The New Olive Branch of 1820, even before the 
aarmonists had established""Tc°onomy, "'The history of the world may be 
examined in vain for any instance of such rapid strides made by any body 
of men, wholly unaided by bountie s , prt=! 1i1i,1 .n:::, loans, or ammunities from 
government. The Harmonist s were true practical economists.' "6 Such was 
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the f a s c i n a t i o n the Society held f o r others. 

On a reg i o n a l and l o c a l scale, the Society also had wide-ranging 
Impact. The Economy Hotel (no longer extant) served a large number of 
t r a v e l l e r s , who stopped at t h i s well-known spot along the 
Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Many of the t r a v e l l e r s ' accounts were w r i t t e n 
by v i s i t o r s to the h o t e l . 

Investments which had reg i o n a l impact include timbering i n Warren 
County, where a large sawmill was l a operatioa, aad coal mining i n 
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres and mined from 
the 1850s u n t i l 1880, shipping most of the coal west. The town of 
Beaver F a l l s , also i n Beaver County, was l a i d out and promoted by 
b u i l d i n g a bank and several f a c t o r i e s , a l l financed by the Society. 
Geneva College i s located at Beaver F a l l s due to the e f f o r t s of the 
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Economy 
Planing M i l l Company i n Beaver F a l l s , both a c t i v e c.1890. I t Invested 
i n four other l o c a l r a i l r o a d s besides the P i t t s b u r g h & Lake E r i e . 

The Society was p a r t i c u l a r l y importaat to the economy of 
Pi t t s b u r g h , where i t purchased machinery and goods i t could aot laake 
i t s e l f (such as two steamboats i t had b u i l t i n the 1820s), conducted 
much of i t s banking, f i g u r e d i n l o c a l p o l i t i c s , and Invested i n various 
e n t e r p r i s e s , one of which was the P i t t s b u r g h Point Bridge Company of 
which Jacob H e n r i c i was a d i r e c t o r . 

Debts accumulated i n the Society's f i n a l decades, due to the demise 
of i n d u s t r y , mounting expenses, and some bad investments. John S. Duss, 
the l a s t a c t i v e Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining members, 
p a r l a y i n g t h e S o c i e t y ' s name and r e p u t a t i o n I n t o a l u c r a t i v e c a r a e r f o r 
h i m s e l f as l e a d e r o f t h e "Economy Band" i n t h e 1890s, u s i n g a g i a n t and 
dwarf from P.T. Barnum's ci r c u s as a d v e r t i s l g gimmicks. In 1903, he 
conducted at Madison Square Garden and also led the Metropolitan Opera 
House Orchestra on a tour of the West. A l l of t h i s perpetuated the 
p u b l i c i t y the Harmoay Society had always received, but l a a weird and 
incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee i n 1903 i n favor of hi-: 
w i f e . Two years l a t e r , Mrs. Duss f o r m a l l y dissolved the Society which 
then had oaly three l l v i a g members. A subsequeat lengthy and 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l l e g a l b a t t l e r e s u l t e d i n the State of Peaasylvaaia 
" i n h e r l t i a g " the acreage aad b u i l d i a g s of the preseat museum. Old 
Ecoaomy V i l l a g e while the rest of the towo was sold p r i v a t e l y . 

Slace the d i s s o l u t i o n of the Harmony Society, Economy has become 
part of the l a r g e r , 20th century i n d u s t r i a l town that supplanted i t . 
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On a regional and local scale, the Society also had wide-ranging 
impact. The Economy Hotel (no longer extant) served a large number of 
travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot along the 
Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Many of the travellers' accounts were written 
by visitors to the hotel. 

Investments which had regional impact include timbering in Warren 
County, where a large sawmill was in operation, and coal mining in 
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres a nd mined from 
the 1850s until 1880, shipping ~oqt of the coal west. The town of 
Beaver ~alls, also in Beaver County, was laid out and promoted by 
building a bank and several factories, all financed by the Society. 
Geneva College is located at Beaver Falls due to the efforts of the 
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Economy 
Planing Mill Company in Beaver Falls, both active c.1890. It invested 
in four other local railroads besides the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 

The Society was particularly important to the economy of 
Pittsburgh, where it purchased machinery and goods it coul d ,1o t mak e 
itself (suc h as two steamboati it had built in the 1820s), conducted 
much of its banking, figured in local politics, and invested in various 
enterprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Brid g e Comp~ny o C 
which Jacob Henrici was a directo r . 

Debts accumulated in the Society' s f iaal decades, due to the demise 
of industry, mounting expenses, and some bad investments. Johns. Duss, 
the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remainiag memb e rs, 
parlaying the Society's name and reputation into a lucrative career for 
himself as leader of the "Economy Band" in the 1890s, using a giant a nd 
dwarf from P.T. Barnum's circus as advertisig gimmicks. In 1903, he 
conducted at Madison Square Garden and a lso led the Metropolitan Opera 
House Orchestra on a tour of the West. All of this perpetuated the 
publicity the Harmony Society had a lways received, but in a weird anJ 
incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee in 1903 in favor o f hi~ 
wif e . Two years later, Mrs. Duss form a lly dissolved the Society which 
then had only three living members. A subsequent lengthy and 
controversial legal battle resulted in the State of P e nnqylvania 
"inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present museum, Old 
Economy Village while the rest of the town was sold privately. 

Since the dissoluti o n of the Harmony Society, Economy has become 
part of the larger, 20th century industri a l town that suppl ~n ted it, 
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Ambridge. Tha r e s t o r e d museum complex p r o v i d e s an i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n t e x t 
f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g the Harmony S o c i e t y ' s b e l i e f s and h i s t o r y . The 
Harmonist houses and o t h e r S o c i e t y b u i l d i n g s o u t s i d e the museum, 
encompassed by the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark, p r o v i d e a more complete 
p h y s i c a l document of the S o c i e t y and i t s way of l i f e . 

1. A r n d t , Economy on the Ohio, p . x v i i i . 

2. "The N a t i o n a l Importance of Old Economy and the Value of i t s 
R e s t o r a t i o n , " u a p u b l i s h e d r e p o r t s u b m i t t e d by Dr. C e c i l K. Byrd, 
Chairman, I n d i a n a U n i v e r s i t y ; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ; and Dr. Clyde C. Walton, I l l o n o i s S t a t e 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , August 15, 1957. 

3. A r n d t , George Rapp's Harmony S o c i e t y , 1785-1847, pp.579-80. 

4. I b i d , p.603. 

5. S t o t z , E a r l y A r c h i t e c t u r e of Western P e n n s y l v a n i a , p. 194. 

6. A r n d t , George Rapp's Harmoay S o c i e t y , 1785-1847, p.229. 
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Ambridge. The restored museum complex provides an intellectual context 
for understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The 
Harmonist houses and other Society buildings outside the museum, 
encompassed by the National Histori c L~ndmark, provide a more complete 
physical document of the Society and its way of life. 

1. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.xviii. 

2. "The National Importance of Old Economy and the Value of its 
Restoration," unpublished report submitted by Dr. Cecil x. Byrd, 
Chairman, Indiana University; Dr. James H. Rodabaugh, Ohio 
Historical Society; and Dr. Clyde c. Walton, Illonois State 
Historical Society, August 15, 1957. 

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, pp.579-8O. 

4. Ibid, p.6O3. 

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194. 

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, p.229. 
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Map of Economy, PA, by K a r l Mensch and J.S. Duss, 1889. 
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Beginning on the west side of the d i s t r i c t a t the n o r t h e a s t corner of 
Route 65 and 13th S t r e e t , proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 13th S t r a a t 
t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 98 13th S t r e e t . C rossing the s t r e e t due so u t h , f o l l o w 
the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 98 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e across Church S t r e a t to a p o i n t on tha east si d e of the 
s t r e e t . Proceed south to the southeast corner of 12th and Church S t r e e t s . 
Proceed due west across Church S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the south si d e of I 2 t h 
S t r e e t t o i t s i a t e r s e c t i o a w i t h Route 65. Fo l l o w the west and south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 
p o i n t on the west 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t 
S t r e e t . Crossing 

70 I 2 t h S t r a a t , and c o n t i n u e east along the south 
a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 12th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g to a 
side of Merchant S t r a a t . Proceed n o r t h along Merchant 
o p p o s i t e the south p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1198 Merchant 
Merchant S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , f o l l o w the s o u t h , 

e a s t , and n o r t h p r o p e r t y U n a s of 1198 Merchant S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g west 
across Merchant S t r e e t to the northwest corner of Merchant and 12th 
S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h along the west sid e of Merchant S t r e e t t o Wagner 
S t r e e t . Here the boundary crosses Wagner S t r a a t to l a e l u d e the Harmonist 
b u i l d i n g at 1221 Merchaat S t r e e t , and r e t u r n s t o the south si d e of Wagner 
S t r e e t . Proceed west along Wagner S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t . C r o s s i a g the s t r e e t due n o r t h , 
f o l l o w the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of 1216 Church S t r e e t to the south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e of 272 13th S t r e e t . Proceed east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 
a l l the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east across Merchant 
S t r e e t , f o l l o w i n g the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g 
13th S t r e e t t o the southeast corner of the p r o p e r t y of 336 I 3 t h S t r e e t . 
F o l l o w the east s i d e of t h i s p r o p e r t y n o r t h t o 13th S t r e e t . Proceed west 
on the south si d e of 13th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Merchant S t r e e t and then Church 
S t r e e t , t o the southwest c o r n a r of 13th and Church S t r e e t s . Proceed n o r t h 
i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across 13th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i a g n o r t h t o a p o i n t 
o p p o s i t e the n o r t h s i d e of Creese S t r e e t . Here the boundary t u r n s due 
east t o I n c l u d e tha p r o p e r t y of St. John's L u t h e r a n Church, w i t h a j o g to 
the south t o I n c l u d e the Harmonist b u i l d i n g at 273 13th S t r e e t . The 
boundary f o l l o w s tha east p r o p e r t y l i n e of the church t o the south 
p r o p e r t y l i n e of 274 and 280 14th S t r e e t . F o l l o w i n g t h e i r south and east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u e n o r t h i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e across I 4 t h S t r e e t to a 
p o i n t . Proceed east along the n o r t h s i d e of 14th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g 
Merchant S t r e e t , t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 312 14th S t r e e t . Proceed due south 
across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 312 
14th S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of those 
b u i l d i n g s f a c i n g 14th S t r e e t t o tha southeast corner of 324 14th S t r e a t . 
F o l l o w the east and n o r t h p r o p e r t y Haas of t h i s p a r c e l , c o n t i n u i n g west 
on 14th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e 317 14th S t r e e t . Proceed due n o r t h 
across 14th S t r e e t and f o l l o w the east and n o r t h p r o p e r t y l i n e s of 317 
14th S t r e e t , c o n t l n u i o g west along the south si d e of Boy l e s t o a S t r a a t , 
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Beginning on the west side of the district at the northeast corner of 
Route 65 and 13th Street, proceed east along the north side of 13th Street 
to a point opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing the street due south, follow 
the west and south property lines of 98 13th Street, continuing east in a 
straight line across Church Street to a pol;1t ,>,1 the east side of the 
street. Proceed south to the southeast corner of 12th and Church Streets. 
Proceed due west across Church Street, and follow the south side of 12th 
Street to its intersection with Route 65. Follow the west and south 
property lines of 70 12th 3treet, and continue east along the south 
property lines of all the properties facing 12th Street, continuing to a 
point on the west side of Merchant Street. Proceed north along Merchant 
Street to a point opposite the south property line of 1198 Merchant 
Street. Crossing Merchant Street in a straight line, follow the south, 
east, and north property lines of 1198 Merchant Street, continui ng west 
across Merchant Street to the northwest corner of Merchant and 12th 
Streets. Proceed north along the west side of Merchant Street to Wagner 
Street. Here the boundary crosses Wagner Street to i ,1clude the Harmonist 
building at 1221 Merchant Street, and returns to the south side of Wagner 
Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street to a point opposite the east 
property line of 1216 Church Street. Crossing the street due north, 
follow the east property line of 1216 Church Street to the so,1th property 
line of 272 13th Street. Pro~eed east along the south property lines of 
all the properties facing 13th Street, continuing east acr oss ~erchant 
Street, following the south property lines of all of the properties facing 
13th Street to the southeast corner of the property of 336 13th Street. 
Follow the east side of this property north to 13th Street. Proceed west 
on the south side of 13th Street, crosslng Merchant Street and then Church 
Street, to the southwest cornar of 11th and Church Streets. Proceed north 
in a straight line across 13th Street, contiut1ing north to a point 
opposite the north side of Creese Street. Here the boundary turns due 
east to include the property of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jog to 
the south to include the Harmonist building at 273 13th Street. The 
boundary follows the east property line of the church to the south 
property line of 274 and 280 14th Street. Following their south and east 
property lines, continue north in a straight line across 14th Street to a 
point. Proceed east along the north side of 14th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street, to a point opposite 312 14th Street. Proceed due ,-,H1t'1 
across 14th Street and follow the west and south property lines of 312 
14th Street, continuing east along the south property lines of those 
buildings facing 14th Street to the s ou theast corner of 324 14th Str eat . 
Follow the east and north property lines of this parcel, continuing we st 
on 14 th S t re et to a point opposite 3 1 7 14 th S tree t • Proceed due nor t !1 
across 14th Street and follow the east and north property lines of 317 
14th Street, continuing west along the south side of Boyleston Street, 
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c r o s s i n g Merchant and Church S t r e e t s , to the west sid e of Church S t r e e t . 
Proceed n o r t h along the west sid e of Church S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the 
south p r o p e r t y l i i i a of 100 15th S t r e e t . Proceed east across Church S t r e e t 
l a a s t r a i g h t l i a e , c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l 
the p r o p e r t i e s f a c l i i g I 5 t h S t r e e t t o the southeast corner of 286 15th 
S t r e e t . Proceed n o r t h along i t s east p r o p e r t y l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h 
across I 5 t h S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o a p o i n t on the n o r t h s i d e of tha 
s t r e e t . Proceed east along tha a o r t h side of 15th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g 
Merchant S t r e e t , t o the n o r t h e a s t corner of 15th and Merchant S t r e e t s . 
Proceed south across 15th S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e , c o n t i n u i n g south 
along tha east si d e of Merchant S t r e e t t o the southwest corner of the 
p r o p e r t y of 1412 Merchant S t r e e t . F o l l o w the south and then the east 
p r o p e r t y l i n e s , c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h along the east p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of 
the p r o p e r t i e s f a c i n g Merchant S t r e e t , c o n t i n u i n g across 15th S t r e e t i n a 
s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the n o r t h e a s t corner of 1500 Merchaat S t r e e t . P r o c a a l 
due west, c r o s s i n g Merchant S t r e e t , and f o l l o w the south si d e of L a u g h l i a 
S t r e e t t o a p o i n t o p p o s i t e the west p r o p e r t y l i n e of 289 L a u g h l l n S t r e e t . 
Proceed west i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the southwest corner of the p r o p e r t y of 
288 16th S t r e e t . Proceed east i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e along the south p r o p e r t y 
l i n e s of 288 and 296 15th S t r e e t t o the west sid e of Merchant S t r e e t and 
proceed n o r t h t o the corner of Merchant and 16th S t r e e t s . Here the 
boundary jogs n o r t h t o I n c l u d e p a r c e l #12-05-516 (no a d d r e s s ) , r e t u r n s to 
the south side of 15th S t r e e t , and proceeds west along 16th S t r e a t across 
Church S t r e e t t o the northwest corner of tha p r o p e r t y of 68 and 70 16th 
S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west and south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h i s p a r c e l , 
c o n t i n u i n g east along the south p r o p e r t y l i n e s of a l l of the p r o p e r t i e s 
f a c i n g 16th S t r e e t , c r o s s i n g Church S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o the east 
s i d e of the s t r e e t . Here the boundary f o l l o w s the east side of Church 
S t r e e t to the southeast corner of Church and L a u g h l i n S t r e e t s , w i t h a j o g 
to the west to i n c l u d e 1515 Church S t r e e t on the west side of the s t r e e t . 
From the c o r n e r , proceed west across Church S t r e e t i n a s t r a i g h t l i i a , 
c o n t i n u i n g west along the south s i d e of L a u g h l l n S t r e e t t o the northwa^-
cornar of 75 15th S t r e e t . F o l l o w the west p r o p e r t y l i n e s o u t h , c o n t l a u l a g 
across 15th S t r e e t t o a p o i n t on the south s i d e of the s t r e e t . P r o c a e l 
west along 15th S t r e e t t o the northwest corner of 70 I 5 t h S t r e e t . F o l l i w 
the west p r o p e r t y l i n e to the n o r t h edge of the Old Economy V i l l a g e 
p r o p e r t y ( p a r c e l #12-01-301). F o l l o w the p r o p e r t y l i n e west and then 
south t o the p o i n t of o r i g i n . 
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cros sing ~erchant and Church Streets, to the west side of Church Street. 
Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point opposite the 
south property li 11e of 100 15th Street. Proceed e'it1t acr ,1ss Church Street 
in a straight line, continuing east along the south property lines of all 
the properties faci ,1g 15th Street to the southeast corner of 286 15th 
Street. Proceed north along its east property line, continuing north 
across 15th Street in a straight line to a point on the north side of the 
street. Proceed east along tha nor th side of 15th Street, crossin3 
Merchant Street, to the northeast corner of 15th and Merchant Streets. 
Proceed south across 15th Street in a straight line, continuing south 
along the east side of Merchant Street to the southwest corner of the 
property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow the south and then the east 
property lines, continuing north along the east property lines of all of 
the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street in a 
straight line to the northeast corner of 1500 Merchant Street. Pro c~~1 
due west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow the south side of Laughl in 
Street to a point opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlin Street. 
Proceed west in a straight line to the southwest corner of the property of 
288 16th Street. Proceed east in a straight line along the south property 
lines of 288 and 296 16th Street to the west side of Merchant Street and 
proceed north to the corner of Merchant and 16th Streets. Here the 
boundary jogs north to include parcel #12-05-516 (no address), returns to 
the south side of 16th Street, and proceeds west along 16th Street ac ross 
Church Street to the northwest corner of th e pr o perty of 68 and 70 16th 
Street. Follow the west and south prop erty lines of this parcel, 
continuing east along the south property lines of all of the properties 
facing 16th Street, crossing Church Street in a straight line to the east 
side of the street. Here the boundary follows the e~st 8ide of Chur c h 
Street to the southeast co~ner of Church and Laughlin Streets, with a j og 
to the west to include 1515 Church Street on the west side of the street. 
From the corner, proceed west across Church Street in a straight l i •1~ , 
co11tinuing west along the south side of Laughlin Street to the northw e,~ 
corne r of 75 15th Street. Follow the west property line south, conti 11 ,il ,1g 

across 15th Street to a poi n t on the south side of the street. Proc e~ I 

west along 15th Street to the northwest corner of 70 15th Street. Foll ,)# 

the west property line to the north edge of the Old Economy Village 
property (parcel #12-01-301). Follow the property line west and then 
south to the point of origin. 
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The boundaries of tha h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t were s e l e c t e d t o i n c l u d e a l l 
of the c o n f i r m e d e x t a n t Harmonist b u i l d i n g s t h a t are on t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
s i t e s and to exclude as many non-Harmoaist b u i l d i n g s as p o s s i b l e . 
( S e v e r a l Harmonist b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t were moved from o t h e r 
s i t e s . ) The Harmonist b u i l d i n g s are d e f i n e d as those b u i l t by or f o r the 
Harmonists d u r i n g the p e r i o d of the S o c i e t y ' s e x i s t e n c e a t Economy, 
1824-1905. Most of these b u i l d i n g s were c o n s t r u c t e d i n the 1829-1840 
p e r i o d , but some date t o the l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th c e n t u r y when the 
S o c i e t y was aging r a p i d l y and r e q u i r e d d i f f e r e n t types of b u i l d i n g s . 
Because the Harmoninsts b u i l t t h a i r community as an i n t e g r a t e d whole, each 
c o n f i r m e d Harmonist b u i l d i n g r e t a i n i n g a ba s i c l e v e l of i n t e g r i t y i s 
co n s i d e r e d c o o t r i b u t i n g to the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the d i s t r i c t . 

The i r r e g u l a r i t y of the d i s t r i c t boundary i s due to the n a t u r e of 
post-Harmonist developmeat. A f t e r 1905, much of tha Harmony S o c i e t y ' s 
p r o p e r t y was s o l d to developers who were l a y i n g out the new a d j a c e n t s t e e l 
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, B o y l e s t o a , and L a u g h l i n S t r e e t s were 
i n s e r t e d between the e x i s t i n g Harmonist numbered s t r e e t s , and the new l o t s 
were q u i c k l y f i l l e d w i t h houses. Most of the Harmonist yard l o t s were 
a l s o s o l d o f f , f o r houses, a t t h i s t i m e . The r e s u l t i s a j u x t a p o s i t i o n of 
two types of a r c h i t e c t u r e : the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g s of the 
Harmonists, and the modest, e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y workers' houses of 
Ambridge. The d i s t r i c t boundary consequently extends, f i n g e r - l i k e , t o 
i n c l u d e the remaining Harmonist s t r e e t s c a p e s ( a l o n g w i t h the 
n o a - c o n t r i b u t i n g houses b u i l t between Harmonist ones) but exclude tha 
pO3t-1905 s t r e e t s c a p e s . 

A l a r g e vacant l o t between L a u g h l i n and 16th S t r e e t s n o r t h of Church 
S t r e e t has been i n c l u d e d , because e x c l u d i n g i t would mean l e a v i n g a group 
of t h r e e Harmonist houses at the n o r t h e a s t corner of t h i s l o t I s o l a t e d 
from the r e s t of the d i s t r i c t as a d i s c o n t i g u o u s group. Another vacant 
l o t a t the northwest corner of 12th and Merchant S t r e e t s has been 
I n c l u d e d , i n order t h a t the c o n t r i b u t i n g Harmonist house w i t h e x c e l l a a t 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y across Merchant S t r e e t (#1198) would be a 
con t i g u o u s p a r t of the d i s t r i c t . 

The s i t e s of t h r e e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s which have been undertaken 
i n the d i s t r i c t are l o c a t e d w i t h i n the boundaries discussed here, two of 
them on the grounds of the museum i n the v i c i n i t y of the Feast H a l l and 
the G r o t t o , and a t h i r d on I 3 t h S t r e e t . 

Laadscape f e a t u r e s such as gardens, o r c h a r d s , l a b y r i n t h s , a deer 
pa r k , e t c . t h a t ware oace p a r t of the commualty are no l o n g e r e x t a n t , w i t h 
the e x c e p t i o n of the l a r g e l y r e c r e a t e d garden of Old Economy V i l l a g e . 
Other landscape f e a t u r e s were l o c a t e d o u t s i d e the proposed d i s t r i c t oa 
la n d t h a t has now baan densely developed f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 
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The boundaries of the historic district were selected to include all 
of the confirmed extant Harmonist buildings th~t ~re on their original 
sites and to exclude as many non-Harmonist buildings as possible. 
(Several Harmonist buildings within the district were moved from other 
sites.) The Harmonist buildings are defined as those built by or f.<>r the 
Harmonists during the period of the Society's existence at Economy, 
1824-1905. Most of these buildings were constructed in the 1829-1840 
period, but some date to the latter part of the 19th century when the 
Society was aging rapidly and required different types of buildings. 
Because the Harmoninsts built their community as an integrated whole, each 
confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic level of integrity is 
considered contributing to the significance of the district. 

The irregt1larity of the district boundary is due to the nature of 
post-Harmonist development. After 1905, much of the Harmony Society's 
property was sold to developers who were laying out the new ~djacent steel 
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlin Streets were 
inserted between the existing Harmonist numbered streets, and the new lots 
were quickly filled with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard lots were 
also sold off, for houses, at this time. The result is a juxtaposition of 
two types of architecture: the nineteenth century buildings of the 
Harmonists, and the modest, early twentieth century workers' houses of 
Ambridge. The district boundary consequently extends, finger-like, to 
include the remaining Harmonist streetscapes (along with the 
non- c ontributing houses built between Harmonist ones) but exclude th e 
post-1905 streetscapes. 

A large vacant lot between Laughlin and 16th Streets north of Church 
Street has been included, because excluding it would mean leaving a group 
of three Harmonist houses at the northeast corner of this lot isolated 
from the rest of the district as a discontiguous group. Another vacant 
lot at the northwest corner of 12th and Merchant Streets has been 
included, in order that the contributing Harmonist house with excellent 
architectural integrity across Merchant Street (#1198) would be~ 
contiguous part of the district. 

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been undertaken 
in the district are located within the boundaries discussed here, two of 
them on the grounds of the museum in the vicinity of the Feast Hall a11~ 

the Grotto, and a third on 13th Street. 

Landscape features such as gardens, orchards, labyrinths, a deer 
park, etc. that were oace part of the community are no longer extant, with 
the exception of the largely recreated garden of Old Economy Village. 
Other landscape features were located outside the proposed dlstrict on 
land that has now b e en densely developed for residential and commercial 
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use, or w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t on l a n d which has sin c e baaa developed. The 
on l y s i g n i f i c a n t landscape f e a t u r e s r e m a i n i n g , than, are encompassed i n 
the boundaries discussed here. 
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use, or within the district on land which has since bean developed. The 
only significant landscape features remaining, then, are encompassed in 
the boundaries discussed here. 
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July 15. 1965 
(Date) 

Mr. George B. Hsurtzog, Jr., Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the interior 
Washington, D. C. 202^0 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 

As the (owner,q(f####) of Old Economy located i n 
(Name of s i te) 

Ambridge Beaver Pennsylvania 
(City) (County) (State) 

^,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( ̂ ) and 
bronze plaque, 17" x 18" ( X ) , designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired.) 

1. Fully conscious of the h i ^ responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (/,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) a b i l i t y , the historical integrity of this 
inrportant part of the national cultural heritage. 

2. Toward thi s end, (^we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with i t s historical character. 

3. Q^We) also agree to permit an anntial v i s i t to the property 
by a representative of the National Park Service as a basis for 
continuing landmark status. 

I4-. I f , for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, i t i s agreed that the Registered National 
Historic Landmark status sheuLl cease euid that u n t i l such status i s 
restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the Registered 
National Historic Landmark certificate nor the plaque w i l l be 
displayed. 

Sincerely yoxxrs. 

S. K. Stevens 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum 
Commission 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr., Director 
NationaJ. Park Service 
Depar~ment of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20240 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 

July 15, 1965 
(Date) 

As the {owner, <#1/IM"lf.#) of Old Economy located in ~. ..:.:=-...:(;:,:Ni;:;.am=e=o·r-s_i,,_t_e __ ) ___ _ 
\ ____ ,,/ 

Ambridge 
{City) 

Beaver 
(County) 

Pennsylvania 
(State) 

(/,we} hereby make formal application for a certificate { · X) and. 
bronze plaque, l 7" x 18 11 

{ X), designating this historic property 
as a Registered NationaJ. Historic Landmark. {Check one or.both as 
desired.) 

l. Fully conscious of the ... high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exception~value and ~orthy of Registered Nation. aJ. Historic 
Landmark status <,.,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of {my,our) ability, the historicaJ. integrity of this 
important part of the nationaJ. culturaJ. heritage. 

2. Toward this end, ~we)' agree to continue--to use the 
property only for purposes ~onsistent with its historicaJ. character. 

3. </,We) also agree to permit an annual visit to the property 
by a representative of the NationaJ. Park Service as a basis for 
continuing landmark status. 

4. If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the.Registered NationaJ. 
Historic Landmark status shall cease and that until such status is 
restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the Registered 
NationaJ. Historic Landmark certificate nor the plaque will be 
displayed. 

Sincerely_;~~L 

#J;~::?:l/1/ 
s. K. Stevens 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 



~3 

Commonwealth of Pamsylyaxila 
Pennsyivania Historical and Museum Caranission 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Executive Director 
July 15, 1965 

Honorable Howard R. Stagner 
Acting Assistant Director 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Seirvlce 
Washington, D. C. 2021*0 

Dear Mr. Stagner: 

Governor Scranton has referred to me for reply your l e t t e r of 
July 1 and the fOKDS which are to be caaipleted i n applying for 
the plaque and certificate for Old Economy and Eastem State 
penitentiary. 

We are delighted to know that two Pennsylvarda sites are eligible 
for registration as National Historic Landmarks. I have conipleted 
the application for Old Economy and enclose the two copies. The 
application forms for Eastern State Penitentiary have been sent to 
Arthtir T. Prasse> Commissioner, Bureau of Cccrrectlons, State 
Correctional Instituticaa, Bcac 200, Cajiip HIU, Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely, 

S.K.S. {signed) 
S. K. Stevens 

(COPY) 

Commonwealth of' Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical..and Museum Commission 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Executive Director 
July 15, 1965 

,~,,,---,------~ 
:, .,,Honorable Howard R. Stagner 
,_____. Acting Assistant Director 

u. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. c. 20240 

Dear .Mr. Stagner: 

Governor Scranton has ref'erred to me :f'or reply your letter o:f 
Jul.y 1 and the forms which are to be completed in applying for 
the plaque and certificate for Old Econom;v and Eastern State 
Penitentiary. 

We are delighted to know that two Pennsylvania sites are eligible 
£or registration as National Historic Landmarks. I have completed 
the application for Old Economy and enclose the two ~opies. The 
application :forms for Eastern State Penitentiary h~e been sent to 
Arthur T. Prasse, Commissioner, Bureau of Corrections, State 
Correctional Institution, Box 200, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely, 

.9 

(COPY) 

S.K.S. (signed) 
S. K. Stevens 



July 22, 1965 

Old Economy 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

I t is a pleasure to inform you that the historic site described 
i n the enclosures has been found to possess exceptional value 
i n commemorating or i l l u s t r a t i n g the history of the United 
States. 

This site has been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National 
.-Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monments through studies 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I have 
approved the recommendations of the Board. 

As explained i n the enclosed folders, the site is eligible to 
receive a certificate and a biponze plaque designating i t a 
Registered National Historic Landmark. The Director of the 
Natioaal Park Service w i l l notify the owner and provide him with 
the proper application forms. 

In recognizing the historical importance of this site i n your 
Congressional D i s t r i c t , we wish to commend the owner for the care 
axid preservation of this property. 

Sincerely yours,-

/s/ Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. Frank M. C, 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosures 

July 22, 1965 

Old Economy 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

It is a pleasure to inform you that the historic site described 
in the enclosures has been found to possess exceptional value 
in commemorating or illustrating the history of the United 
States. 

,.,--This site has been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National 
\ __ Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments thro~gh studies 

prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I have 
approved the recommendations of the Board. 

As explained in the enclosed folders, the site is eligible to 
receive a certificate and a b~onze plaque designating it a 
Registered National Historic Landmark. The Director of the 
Natioaal Park Service will notify the owner.and provide him with 
the proper application forms. 

In ~ecognizing the historical importance of this site in your 
Congressional District, we wish to commend the owner for the care 
and preservation of this property. 

Hon. Frank M. c~:<K 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours; 

/s/ Stewart L. Udall 
Secretary of the Interior 
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United States Department of the Interior 

I.V KEPI.Y kliKEK T O : 

H34-HH 

51 

X.\TIO.\.\r. PARK Sr.RX'ICE 
\VASin\GTO.\, D.C. 2U2-1U 

4 1973 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject; 

Director, Northeast Region 

Chief Historian 

Receipt of National Historic Landmark Biennial 
Inspection Reportfs] 

r e p o r t s f f o f t L ^ ' ' ^ r ' " " ^ ' ^^^^^^^ ^''^-^^-^ inspection reportisj for the following national historic landinarklsj : 

Chester A. Arthur Home, New York 
Brooklyn Bridge, New York 
Central Park, New York 
Cooper Union, New York 
Palisades Interstate Park, New York 
Pierpont Morgan Library, New York 
Stony Point Battlefield, New York 
Old Economy. Pennsylvania -

New Jersey 

I Z s T e l t T a t t l T . r ' r - ' ' ' '"'''""S " f " - " ^ ' ' °f f a t h e r develop-

greatly appreciated. ^^^grizy or existence, w i l l be 

ens en 

PHH:HJ Sheely:kr 5/30/73 
bcc: LI 

PHHS-Mr. Sheely 

A. R. Mortensen 

4 National Par[l/centennial 1072-1972 

1. 

H34-HH 

~· . . ~r- . . . . .. l_ . ....._ __ + UnitccIStates l)epart1nent of the Interior 
;\;.-\TIO:--:.\L P:\RK SER\'JCE 
\\'ASHI'.\GTO.'\, D.C. 2Ul·IU 

JUN 4 1973 

Memorandum 

To: Director, Northeast Region 

From: Chief Historian 

Subject: Receipt of National His½oric Landmark Biennial Inspection Reportfs] 

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of [a] biennial inspection report[s] for the following national historic landmarkisJ: 

Chester A. Arthur Home, New York 
Brooklyn Bridge, New York 
Central Pa:rk, New York 
Cooper Union, New York 
Palisades Interstate Park, New York - New Jersey Pierpont Morgan Lib:ra:ry, New York 
Stony Point Battlefield, New York 
Old Economy, Pennsylvania 

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further develop­ments regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, will be greatly appreciated. · 

PHH:HJ Sheely:kr 5/30/73 
bee: LI 

PHHS-Mr. Sheely 
/ 

(Sgd.) A. R. Morten50n 

A. R. Mortensen 

_.L..J ~--""~______________,: -



H32 (413) 

Memorandum 

To: Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
Icting ^ 

From: Associate Director, Cultural Resources ^OeXnfe C. JI(eJ 

Subject: Old Economy Village National Historic Landmark, Ambridge, Beaver County, 
Pennsylvania 

Attaehea is the completed nomination form on the above-referenced National Historic 

Landmark boundary proposaL As you will note, the boundaries of the attached map do 

not include The Old Rappite Church (St. John's Church), which is included in the 

nomination form. There seems to be strong support from Mr. Raymond Shepherd, 

Director of Old Economy Village, for including the church. If, after your review of this 

matter, you agree, please complete the boundary documentation with an accurate map, 

verbal boundary description and justification. A U.S.G.S. map-is also need̂ -d-.teo-edm^̂ ^ 

this National Historic Landmark study. ' 

-At-t a'chme n t 

bcc:400 
413 
Reading File 
Record Center 

FNP:NKlamberg:mdj:10/31/84:343-9536 

Sys. 8 (NHL) 14089 

^Basic File Retained in 413 

~ 

,;-_ 

- ")\,~ 

H32 (413) . 1~(1/ 
Memorandum , To: Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 

Acting 
From: Associate Director, Cultural Resources ~ C, Jl,l 

Subject: Old Economy Village National Historic Landmark, Ambridge, Beaver County, 
Pennsylvania 

.·:Atttachec). is the completed nomination form on the above-referenced National Historic 

Landmark boundary proposal. As you will note, the boundaries of the attached map do 

not include The Old Rappite Church (St. John's Church), which is included in the 

nomination form. There seems to be strong support from Mr. Raymond Shepherd, 

Director of Old Economy Village, for including the church. If, afte.r your review of this 

matter, you agree, please complete the boundary documentation with an accurate map, 

verbal boundary description and justification. A U.S.G.S. map.is also need'e.d,·.,t,o~·<;:o.mp.·1.ete 

this National Historic Landmarl( study. 

bcc:400 
413 
Reading File 
Record Center 

FNP:NKlamberg:mdj:10/31/84:343-9536 

Sys. 8 (NHL) 14089 

[B,2§iC File Retained in 413 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

S7221(MAR-PDP) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 

143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

OCTO 1 1985 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Chief, National Register Branch, Interagency Resource Division, WASO 

Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Mid-Atlantic Region 

Review of National Historic Landmark Boundary Study for (Old) Economy 
National Historic Landmark D i s t r i c t 

Enclosed for your review i s the draft of the National Historic Landmark boundary 
study for (Old) Economy National Historic Landmark D i s t r i c t . I f i n your 
assessment, there are substantial problems with this d r a f t , we must have your 
written comments by October 23, 1985, so that the information may be transmitted 
to the contractor within the necessary time frame. I f comments are not received 
by t h i s o f f i c e on or before t h i s date, we w i l l assume that you believe that the 
document is acceptable. 

Should you have any questions, please contact Ms. Pacita de la Cruz at FTS 
597-1161. 

Stephanie H. Rodeffer 

Enclosure 

1 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

S7 22l(MAR-PDP) 

Memorandum 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 

143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

OCT O 11985 

To: Chief, National Register Branch, Interagency Resource Division, WASO 

From: Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Mid-Atlantic Region 

Subject: Review of National Historic Landmark Boundary Study for (Old) Economy 
Nati'onal Historic Landmark District 

Enclosed for your review is the draft of the National Historic Landmark boundary 
study for (Old) Economy National Historic Landmark District. If in your 
assessment, there are substantial problems with this draft, we must have your 
written comments by October 23, 1985, so that the information may be transmitted 
to the contractor within the necessary time frame. If comments are not received 
by this office on or before this date, we will assume that you believe that the 
document is acceptable. 

Should you have any questions, please contact Ms. Pacita de la Cruz at FTS 
597-1161. 

Stephanie H. Rodeffer 

Enclosure 



U.S. CITY CORPORATION 
500 THE LANDMARKS OFFICE BUILDING 
ONE STATION SQUARE 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15219 
(412) 322-1210 

January 15, 1986 

Ms. P a c i t a De La Cruz 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 
O f f i c e of C u l t u r a l Programs 
N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 
M i d - A t l a n t i c Region 
143 South T h i r d S t r e e t 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , PA 19106 

Dear P a c i t a : 

Enclosed i s the r e v i s e d d r a f t of the Economy N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Land­
mark form f o r your r e v i e w . 

I've made the f o l l o w i n g changes to the f i r s t d r a f t : 

1. Augmented the d i s c u s s i o n of a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y i n the 
t e x t of #7. 

Made changes to the 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the 

b u i l d i n g i n v e n t o r y to make i t seem more 
d e f i n i t i o n of a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 

3. R e w r i t t e n much of #3 to i n c l u d e more s p e c i f i c s about the 
Harmony S o c i e t y ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the s o c i a l / 
h u m a n i t a r i a n area. 

4. Expanded the b i b l i o g r a p h y t o i n c l u d e a d d i t i o n a l sources 
c o n s u l t e d . 

5. Attempted ( n o t e t h a t I 
boundary d e s c r i p t i o n . 

say "attempted") to s i m p l i f y the v e r b a l 

6. Made mi s c e l l a n e o u s 
out (improvements. 

changes to the t e x t and p u n c t u a t i o n t h r o u g h -
I t h i n k ) and c o r r e c t e d the t y p o s . 

You w i l l see t h a t I have not r e a l l y changed the boundary i t s e l f , ex­
cept f o r e x c l u d i n g of one m a r g i n a l b u i l d i n g on the no r t h w e s t corner 
of 12th and Church S t r e e t s which I cannot document as Harmonist. I 
remain convinced t h a t the most l o g i c a l d i s t r i c t , h i s t o r i c a l l y and 
a e s t h e t i c a l l y , i s one which i n c l u d e s a l l of the r e m a i n i n g Harmonist 
s t r u c t u r e s . 

Ci)nsuliunts for Rc-.il Esraic Development, Urban Planning, Historii Pre.servation 

U.S. CITY CORPORATION 
500 THE LANDMARKS OFFICE BUILDING 
ONE STATION SQUARE 
PITTSBURGH , PA 15219 
(412) 322 -1210 

January 15, 1986 

Ms. Pacita De La Cruz 
Architectural Historian 
Office of Cultural Programs 
National Park Service 
Mid-Atlantic Region 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Dear Pacita: 

·-__ ,,.. 

Enclosed is the revised draft of the Economy National Historic Land­
mark form for your review. 

I've made the following changes to the first draft: 

1. Augmented the discussion of architectural integrity in the 
text of 117. 

2. Made changes to the building inventory to make it seem more 
consistent with the definition of architectural integrity. 

3. Rewritten much of #8 to include more specifics about the 
Harmony Society's significance, particularly in the social/ 
humanitarian area. ' · · 

4. Expanded the bibliography to include additional sources 
consulted. 

5. Attempted (note that I say "attempted") to simplify the verbal 
boundary description. 

6 . Made miscellaneous changes to the text and punctuation through-
out (improvements, I think) and corrected the typos. 

You will see that I have not really changed the boundary itself, ex­
cept for excluding of one marginal building on the nort~west corner 
of 12th and Church Streets which I cannot document as Harmonist. I 
remain convinced that the most logical district, historically and 
aesthetically, is one which includes all of the remaining Harmonist 
structures. 

Consult;.1.ncs fo r Red Esta te Dn <:l opmcnt . Urba n Pla nning. Him >rir Prcst:rntion 

I 
! 



Ms. P a c i t a De La Cruz 
January 15, 1986 
Page two 

I've i n c l u d e d a c l e a r e r map but a g a i n , w i l l w a i t to f i n a l i z e i t 
(perhaps you need something more " f i n i s h e d " than t h i s one) u n t i l we 
are a l l i n agreement abotit the b o u n d a r i e s . D i t t o the UTM c a l c u l a t i o n s 
and acreage ( t h e l a t t e r i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h i r t y ) . 

I hope I've responded to your concerns about the f i r s t d r a f t . I l o o k 
f o r w a r d t o your comments. 

S i n c e i ^ l y , 

C h r i s t i n a Schmidlapp 
D i r e c t o r , P r e s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e s 

CS/ss 
Enclosure 

Ms. Pacita De La Cruz 
January 15, 1986 
Page two 

I've included a clearer map but again, will wait to finalize it 
(perhaps you need something more "finished" than this one) until we 
are all in agreement abont the boundaries. Ditto the UTM calculations 
and acreage (the latter is approximately thirty). 

I hope I've responded to your concerns about the first draft. 
forward to your comments. 

SZ!ikriATu 
Christina Schmidlapp 
Director, Preservation Services 

CS/ss 
Enclosure 

I look 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 
143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

IN REPLY REFER TO: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

S7221(MAR-PDP) 

JAN 24 1986 
To: Chief, National Register Branch, Interagency Resources Division, WASO 

Attn: Patrick Andrus 

From: Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Mid-Atlantic Region 

Subject: (Old) Economy NHL boundary study 

Enclosed is the revised draft of the (Old) Economy NHL boundary study for your 

review. We ask that you please examine this document to confirm that the 

requested changes have been made. If you have any additional comments, please 

notify us before February 10, 1986, so that we may allow the contractor ample 

response time to correct the final version, i f necessary. 

Stephanie H. Rodeffer 

Enclosure 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 

143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 
IN REPLY REFER TO: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

S7221(MAR-PDP) 

JAN 24 1986 

To: Chief, National Register Branch, lnteragency Resources Division, WASO 
Attn: Patrick Andrus 

From: Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Mid-Atlantic Region 

Subject: (Old) Economy NHL boundary study 

Enclosed is the revised draft of the (Old) Economy NHL boundary study for your 

review. We ask that you please examine this document to confirm that the 

requested changes have been made. If you have any additional comments, please 

notify us before February 10, 1986, so that we may al low the contractor ample 

response time to correct the final version, if necessary. 

~ ~yr-
Stephanie H. Rodeffer 

Enclosure 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

S7221(MAR-PDP) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MID-ATLANTIC REGION 

143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

JOLO7 
Memorandum 

To: Chief, National Register Branch, Interagency Resource Division, WASO 

From: Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Mid-Atlantic Region 

Subject: (Old) Economy National Historic Landmark 

Enclosed for your review i s a completed National Historic Landmark boundary 
study for (Old) Economy. We feel that a l l of the issues involving corrections 
and revisions to the boundary of thi s National Historic Landmark have now been 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y resolved. 

P l ^ s e contact Pacita de la Cruz at FTS 597-1161 i f you have any questions. 

N. Chapman 

Enclosure 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MID-ATLANTIC REGION 

143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 
IN REPLY REFER TO: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

S722l(MAR-PDP) 

JUL07-
Memorandum 

To: Chief, National Register Branch, Interagency Resource Division, WASO 

From: Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Mid-Atlantic Region 

Subject: (Old) Economy National Historic Landmark 

Enclosed for your review is a completed National Historic Landmark boundary 
study for (Old) Economy. We feel that all of the issues involving corrections 
and revisions to the boundary of this National Historic Landmark have now been 
satisfactorily resolved. 

se contact Pacita de la Cruz at FTS 597-1161 if you have any questions. 

JCLF~, 
lo 8 N. Chapman ~ 

Enclosure 



MAY i I 1987 
H32(413) 

Ms. Madeiyn Jc^hnstone 
Beaver County Times 
400 Pair Avenue 

Beaver, Pennsylv.ania 15009, 

Dear Ks. Johnstone; 

Enclo-sed i s a copy of the l e g a l n o t i c e (4 pages t o t a l ) t h a t we 

need to have published i n the Beaver County Tiiaes. I t should be 

X:)ublished one time only. Please send the b i l l ancl proof of 

p u b l i s h i n g t o : Interagency Fiesources D i v i s i o n , N a tional Park 

Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127, A t t n : 

Linda G r i f f i n . Contact Maureen Danaher of say s t a f f i f there are 

any questions (202-343-9549) 

b i n c i ^ i ^ Y l y , 

Carol D. S h u l l 
Chief of R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Nationc^i Register of K i s t o r i e Places 
Interagency Resources D i v i s i o n 

Enclosure 

bcc: 413 
Record Center 

FNP:M Danaher :lv7: 343-9536: 0 5-08-87 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 413 

Sys.64(MPD) Beaver 

<y• 

, , 

H'.32(413) 

Ms. Madelyn Johnstone 
Beaver County 'l'imes 
400 Fair Avenue. 

MAY I I 1987 

Beaver, Pennsylvania 15009, 

Enclosed is a copy of the legal notice (4 pages total) that we 

need to have published in the Beaver County Times. It should be 

published one time only. Please send the bill and proof of 

publishing to: Interagency Resources Division, National.Park 

Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127, Attn: 

Linda Griffin. Contact Maureen Danah~r of my staff if there are 

any questions (202-343-9549) 

\ 
Si nci~9-ly, 

~),. 

~'<;;<> 

t'i?Q), 
1 Carol D. Shull 

Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
lnteragency Resources Division 

Enclosure 

bee: 413 
Record Center 

FNP:M Danaher:lw:343-9536:05-08-87 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 413 

Sys.64(MPD) Beaver 
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5. Hwwstiaa HalL Lawrence East 
Quadrangla, Sectioa 7, T13S. RaoS— 
UTM Reference: 15/306760/43126000. 

Located approximately 38 feet west of 
Choctaw Avenue and adjacent to 
Tecumseh Hall and the Auditorium. The 
boundary comprises an area measuring 
80 by 160 feet centered around the 
rectangular building which is 57 by 132 
feet. 

6. Auditorium, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle. Section 7, T13S. R20E— 
UTM Reference: 15/306710/431260a 

Located approximately 50 feet west of 
Choctaw Avenue and due north of 
Hiawatha Hall. The boundary comprises 
and area measuring 100 by 150 feet 
centered around the rectangular building 
which is 75 by 125 feet. 

7. The Arch, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20B— 
UTM Reference: 15/306620/4312600. 

Located approximately 200 feet north 
of Indian Avenue at the west end of the 
Haskell Stadium. The boundary 
comprises as area measuring 50 by 110 
feet centered around the rectangular 
structure which is 25 by 82 feet. 

8. Haskell Stadiam, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Sectioa 7, T13S. R2(ffi— 
UTM Reference: 15/306640/4312700. 

Located approximately 125 feet north 
of Indian Avenue and 325 feet west of 
East Perimeter Road on the north side of 
the campas. The boundary comprises an 
area measuring 315 by 675 feet centered 
around the stadium stands and playhsg 
field which measures 286 by 6S0 feel 

9. Indian Cemetery, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section S T13S. R20E— 
UTM Reference: 15/3062go/4311S7a 

Located approximately 18 feet sostk 
of Kiowa Avenue and 440 east of East 
Perimeter Road. The boundary 
comprises an area measuring ISObjr 300 
feet centered around the cemetery -
whclh is 100 by 250 feet. 

10. Old Dairy, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S. R2Q&— 
UTM Reference: 15/306010/4311730. 

Located approximately 44 feet east of 
East Mills Street and 150 feet north of 
North Mills Street The boundary 
comprises an area measuring 110 by 150 
feet centered around the rectangular 
building which is 82 by 125 feet. 

11. Powhattan Hall, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle. Section 7. T13S. R2t»— 
UTM Reference: 15/306(no/43115ia 

Located approximately 25 feet south 
of Oneida Avenue aad 38 feet east of 
Barker Avenue. The boandary 
comprises an area measuring 70 by 12S 
feet centered around by rectangular 
building which is 44 by 100 faei . 

12. Kiva HaUi Lawrence Eaat 
Quadrangle. Sttction 7, T13S.RaeE—^ 
UTM Reference: lS/»0aiO/43124a0. 

Located a^iroximateHr 10 fieet west of 
Chickasaw Avenue and 400 feet east of 
Massachusetts Avenue. The boundaiy 
comprises an area measuring 75 by l i s 
feet centered around the building which 
is 50 by 88 feet 

[FR Doc. 87-10692 Filed 5-11-87; 85:45 am] 
BKxma cooc WIO-TD-M 

National Register of Hiatorie Ptaces; 
Notification of Pending Nominations 

Nominations for the following 
properties being considered for listing in 
the National Register were received by 
the National Park Service before May 2, 
1987. Pursuant to § 60.13 of 36 CFR Part 
60 written comments concerning the 
signiHcance of these properties under 
the National Register criteria for 
evaluation may be forwarded to the 
National Register, National Paiic 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Washington, DC 2)243. Written 
comments should be submitted by May 
27,1987. 
Carol D. SlHdL 

Chief of Begiatratioa. Nolioital Ragmten 

ALABAMA 
MobilitCouaty,. , ^ 
yMk^SmmtmMlAMRCIturehieMik-

MicbaeiSi. 
MonmmOjmity 

ARIZONA 
Gila County 

Globe, Bfks BuHdnig (GhSt dbiinmerchl and 
Civic MRA;, ASS W. MM^uHe 

GMe, Cila VaHtry Sank ^ JTHat BttlMiiig 
(Globe Ceam»reioi<md Civic MBA), 281 
N^BrMd,St. 

Globe. Globe DowBtomt Historic Diairiet 
(Globe Commercial aud Civic MRA), Braadr 
St. between Cedar MtdTMkbs 

COKNBCnCUT 
Fairfield Comnly . • 
Brtdgoport; Pkquonnock'River Railroad 

BMcige (Movable Railroad'Bridges on the 
NE Corridor in Cotmeeti&H TR). AMTRAK 
RigiU-of-tvay at Pequoooack Rhrer 

Greenwidt, Mianus Riv^Railroad Bridge 
(Movable Railroad Bridget on tke NB 
Corridor in Connecticut TR). AMTRAK 
Right-of-way at Mianus Aiver 

MiHbrd-Stratford vicinity. HOusatonic River 
RaitroattBridge (Movable Reilroad 
Bridget oa the NE Corridor in Connecticut 
ra^ AMntAK Rl^t-of-w«y al Heasatonic 
itiver 

South Nornalk. Nerwaik River Raitfood 
Bridge (Movable Railroad Bridges on tbe 
NE Corridor in Connecticut IT!;/, AMTRAK 
Right-of-Way at NbrwaBf River 

Westport Saugatudi KvprRaitroad Bridge 
(MoraUe Railroad Bridget on the NB 
CamdoririConnecticvt'fR^fMTIt/ar' 
Righl-ot^y «t SmgatudcRlvep 

Windham Couatf 
Woodstock. Barren Matthew. Homestead 

Plains Hill M-

FLORIDA 

Brevard Cotmty 
Palm Bay. 5/. Joseph's Catholic Church... 

Miller St., NE 

KENTUCKY 

Jefferson County 
Louisville, St. Francis of Assisi Complex, 

1960 Bardstown Rd. 

Marion County 
Lebanon. Lebanon Historic Commercial 

District, Main St. roughly between Proctor 
Knott and Spalding Aves. 

LOUISIANA 

Lafourche Parish 

Acadia Plantation 

St Mary Parieb 
Franklio vidai^, Dixie Plantation House. LA 

182,1 ml. SE of Franklin. 

MARYLAND 

Attt»ArrmdBtCouidy -
Gambriils vicinity, RoaehilL 2403 Bell Branch 

Rd. . . 

CecUCooBty * -^-r: 
Rising Sim vfelaltyv Brown; Mercer, House: 

l2^EngfaiwK>«aMefy Ud. 

Prince Geerge'ŝ Cotmly • 
AqwMca. Svamyekh. 18009 Dr. Bowen Rd. 

MISSISSim • 

Forrest Caaaty 
Hattiesburg, OMHaMesbtlrg High Schoeh 

MBMainS'L ' 

NEWHAMPSURE. 

Merrimack.CtMn^ 
Concord, Bndidott Hotel. 1-9 S; Maitt 8k - ' 
Sullivan Comity- . . . ; 

Chariestowo. Cbartaelevn Main Strett. : 
Historic DiatTiatiiMm%k- --».:.'., 

NEW JERSEY 

Bergen County 
Wa Id wick, Erie Railroad Signal Ttmef, 

Wakhvick Yard, NE end of R>hniert R , W 
side of RR Track* . ' 

Cape May County 
DenDisviUa, OpamsviHe Hiatoric District, 

Petersburg Rd. MaiaSt, Church B4. 
Aye., Fidler and Acsdeiay Rds., andf4^ 

Essex County — " • • -..̂  : 
Newark. Mount Pleasant Cemetery, 375:' 

Broadway. _ ; ' 

HudsoaCam^ -
Keanwy. H^ifikutdMmm 4; 7»44r -

HatstsadSt 
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5. Hiawatba Hall. Lawrence Ent 
Quadranslet Section 1, nas. R20E-: 
UTM Reference~ 15/306760/43126000. 

Located approximately 38 feet west of 
Choctaw Avenue and adjacent to 
Tecumseh Hall and the Auditorium. The 
boundary comprises an area measuring 
80 by 160 feet centered around the 
rectangular building which is 57 by 132 
feet. 

6. Auditorium, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, nas. R20E­
UTM Reference: 15/306710/4312600. 

Located approximately 50 feet west of 
Choctaw Avenue and due north of 
Hiawatha Hall. The boundary comprisea 
and area measuring 100 by 150 feet . 
centered around the rectangular building 
which is 75 by 125 feet. 

7. The Arch. Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 1. nas, R20E­
UTM Reference: 15/306620/4312600. · 

Located approximately 200 feet north 
of Indian Avenue at the west end of the 
Haskell Stadium. The boundary 
comprises aa area.measuring &Oby 110 
feet centered around the rectangular · 
structure which is 25 by 82 feet. . 

8. Haskell Stadimn. Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Sectioa 7, T13S. R20S­
UTM Reference: 15/ 306640/ 4312700. . 

Located apprwdmately 125 feet o.ortfi 
of Indian Avenue and 325 feet Wffl of. 
East Perimeter 'Road·on the north side of ' 
the campus. The boundary comprises an 
area measuring 315 by .615 feet' centered· 
around the stadium stands and playing 
field which measures 288 by 6!50 f-eet. 

9. Indian Cemetery, Lawrence Bast • 
Quadrangle, Section ~ nas, R28B­
UTM Reference: 15/306290/ 4311870. 

Located.apprmima!ely 1& feet-soatlt 
of Kiowa Avenue- and 440 east of East. 
Perimeter Road. The beundary 
compriaea an area measurinB 150-by 30() 
feet centered around the cemetery . 
whcih ia 100 by 250 feet. 

10. Old Dairy. Lawrence Eut . 
Quadrangle, Section 7, TI3S. lUO&---
UTM Reference: 15/306010/4311730. .. , 

Located approximately 44 feet east of . 
East Mills Street and 150 fee( north of 
North Mills Street The boundary- . . 
comprises an area measuring 11D by 150 
feet centered around the Jiectangular 
building which is 82 by 125 feet. 

11. Powhattan Hall. Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S. R2iJE.-. 
UTM Reference: 15/306010(4:Jt1510. 

Located approximately 25 feet soutb-, 
of Oneida Avenue and38 feet east of 
Barker Avenue. The ·boundary 
comprises an area-measuring 70 11r~ 125 
feet ~te,ed around by rectangular 
building wWch: ui 44 by 1_00 J4tttt.._ 

12. KiM Hall; La~• 8-u . , -, 
Quadrangle. SectiQn 7, T13S~llaUE­
UTM Referenca. t5/388910/43W20. · 

Locatedapproodmatelyt«t&!et watof .. 
Chickasaw Avenue -and 480 feet eaat of 
Masaachusetta Avenue. The boundary 
comprises an area measuring 15 by 115 
feet centered around the building which 
is 50 by 88 feet. 

(FR Doc. 87-10692 Filed 5-11~: 85:45 aml 
IIIUINQ COOE ~10-lt 

National Register of Hfetorfc Places; 
Notification of Pending Nomlnattona 

Nominations for the following 
properties being considered for listing in 
the National Register were received by 
the National Park Service before May 2. 
1987. Pursuant to § 60.13 of 36 CFR Part 
60 written comments concerning the 
significa_nce of these properties under 
the National Register crlterja for . . 
evaluation may be fo~ariied to the 
National Register, National Parle . 
Service. u.s'. Departmeutof .the Inlerfor; · 
Washington, DC 20243. W~ttett · ·· 
comments should be submltted by May · 
27, 1987. . 

Carol D. Shull. . 
Chi~/ of &gistrauoil. Nalioltal ~ 

ALABAMA 

Mobiw~ly : .. 0 , . . , ~ , -

Mohila. ~ AMB;Churah. 811 St.. 
Micbael Sl.· ' 

Monroti eo-ty 
Be11trice~Robbins Holtil. At. %95 _. -" 
ARIZONA . 

Gila-County. 

W indham-Coat, 

Woodstooic. BtnwmMattlrew. Homntead. · 
Plaine Hill R1I. 

FLORIDA 

Brevard Ccunty 

Palm Bay, St. Josepli'a Cotholic Church,,. 
Miller St., NE 

KENTUCKY 

Jefferson County 

Louisville; St. Francia of Assisi Complex. 
1960 Bardstown Rd. 

Marion County 

Lebanon. Eebanon Historic Commercial 
District. Main St. roughly between Proctor 
Knott and Spalding Aves. 

LOUISIANA 

Lafourche Parish 

Ac~dia Plaalfltion · 

StMo,,y-Pari6h '· 

Franklin vi~. btxi~ Plantation House. LA 
18%. 1 m~._SE of PrankUn. 

MARYLAND­

Amte:Amndef Coclniy . ' 
Gal\\hriUs vioillity, &senill. 2400 Bell Branch 

Rd. .. : ·--- -· . ... , 
CecilCounq,, ~-· - ''t•: .. . • .,.., 

Rilin&·SlntvfciitHi.~,: Merc,m House; 
.. 1~.nd-Oee~ci . . 

. Prince Gflo¥i;:Cxff.¥.: · .. · 
A~S~ 18005.Dr •. BoweaRd.: 

MISSISSIPPI" ' 

Globe, B1h Building (C~ tfommercial and Fom»t Caunq 
·cMcMRA/1' 155 W. ~ -- Hattiesburg; Old"HaitiMIJtlrg High Sclioel. .. 
~. Ci/a tl•itB71JoaJ, a-,7.Jtllll &tltdiitff · · · · 1MB Mahl Sl · ' .. .. 

f GJolHt CDOt11wtciotoml€1't'ic JtlBAJ.; 291. . . 
N..-8Pud.St... _ . , ' NEW lfAMPIHIRE .. . 

Gfo"4. c~ Dowllfowlt His.~-Diauict . , . . Merrimodi .eo.i-.,, . . . . 
{GTobe Commercial aad Civic MRA). Broad 
Sf; ~tween Ceaar 11ncfTM>6s . · ' Concord, ,Bndi~-~ ~ !J; Maffl St.- · 

CQ$H~ Su/.livan.eo»:i,,.:;· • . · .· 

Fairf{e/d ec.m,, · •. · .· 
Brf~ Jlt]qtiontioc.l'Rmir Rallri>ail · 

IMdse'f/#rivdlile Railroad'Brldgtt on-the · 
NE Comd'1r in, ~ic:ill TR). AMTR'AK- ' 
Ript-of-wa,i at Pequonneck-JliYet . 

Greemiriclt. Miann Ri~Rai/roc,d,Bridt,ft 
{Movabla.&Ji,lroad fJrN~. op li,e_f'IE 
Co.rridar in ConneaicuJ TRJ,. AMTRAK 
Right-of-way_ at Miap1111 ltivar ... 

Milfoni0Stratford vicinity, Hdusatonic River 
R011roatl~ (Movolile·/lliifroo.d 
~Off' tM N~&rritloi- ilf Connecticut 
Tl#,· AMTRA~ RJl!ht-ol-way at.Hou111to1dc 
Ri.v• · . 

Sovth Norwalk. N81Walk lli'Vef RoiltOfld · · ·. 
, Bridge {MOWJble ·Railipad ~98,U on·tJ,... . 

NE Cori'idor in Conn«ticilt. l7l)~_AMTRAJ( ·. 
Right.:Of:tvay itt Norwitllr'R&iel' 

Westport. Saugatuck ~ifroad Bri• . 
(""""1alM. Railroad-BrftJanon·thtJ Im' 
Comdorin &Rri.cticvt Tiff;·~ "-· 
Righl--oi.waytt Seuptu*RtileP· · 

ChariMtown. ~ Main.Stiwt~ '. · 
Hisktric Diltrictt.Maia,St. - · · ., .c , 

NEWJERSEY 

Bergen CouRly 

Waldwick. Erie RailmadSignal Tower. 
WaldwickYard. 'NE-end·ofB'OhnertPl'.,·W ' 
side of RR necks . · · 

Cape May County . _ . 
~rutiaviUe. D,!uuvilla HisllJric Diffrict.. 

PetersburiJ Rd.. MaiA.pt.. Church, 84 .Haff. 
AJ(e., Fidler ~AGadem)' Rda., aqd.NJ-47 . 

Essex.Caanty ... ' · · • 

Newark, Mount Phla!kµlt Cemet~ry; 375:,. 
Broadway. - · ·- ~ -

Huds~~ ,_,,; 
Kea.-y. ~Jb#Nt,.;~ .~ " :,. : . 

f-Ultteaa&-: .,, ... ,.; I > :': .. ·. ··. , •.. 
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drawn on the USGS 7.5 minute 
Manuelito, New Mexico, and Jones 
Ranch School, New Mexico, 
Quadrangles, near Manuelito Canyon. 
This geographic description is 
deliberately general in order to protect 
the integrity of the archeolgical 
resources, as required by law. 

Old Economy Historic District, 
Ambridge, (Beaver County) 
I^nnsylvania 

Beginning on the west side of the 
district at the northeast comer of Route 
65 and 13th Street, proceed east along 
the north side of 13th Street to a point 
opposite 9813th Street. Crossing tbe 
street due south, follow the west and 
south property lines of 9813th Street, 
continuing east in a straight line across 
Church Street to a point on the east side 
of the street. Proceed south to the 
southeast comer of 12th and Church 
Streets. Proceed due west across Church 
Street, and follow the south side of 12th 
Street to its intersection with Route 65. 
Follow the west and south property 
lines of 7012th Street, and continue east 
along the south property lines of all the 
properties facing 12th Street, continuing 
to a point on the west side of Merchant 
Street. Proceed north along Merchant 
Street to a point opposite the south 
property line of 1198 Merchant Street. 
Crossing Merchant Street in a straight 
line, follow the south, east and north 
property lines of 1198 Merchant Street, 
continuing west across Merchant Street 
to the northwest comer of Merchant and 
12th Streets. Proceed north along the 
west side of Merchant Street to Wagner 
Street. Here the boundary crosses 
Wagner Street to include the Harmonist 
building at 1221 Merchant Street, and 
returns to the south side of Wagner 
Street. Proceed west along Wagner 
Street to a point opposite the east 
property line of 1216 Church Street. 
Crossing the street due north, follow the 
east property line of 1216 Church Street 
to the south property line of 27213th 
Street. Proceed east along the south 
property lines of all the properties facing 
13th Street, continuing east across 
Merchant Street, following the south 
property lines of all of the properties 
facing 13th Street to the southeast 
comer of the property of 33613th Street. 
Follow the east side of this property 
north to 13th Street. Proceed west on the 
south side of 13th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street and then Church Street, 
to the southwest comer of 13th and 
Church Streets. Proceed north in a 
straight line across 13th Street, 
continuing north to a point opposite the 
north side of Creese Street. Here the 
boundary tums due east to include the 
property of St. John's Lutheran Church, 

with a jog to the south to include the 
Harmonist building at 273 13th Street. 
The boundary follows the east property 
line of the church to the south property 
line of 274 and 28014th Street. Following 
their south and east property lines, 
continue north in a straight line across 
14th Street to a point. Proceed east along 
the north side of 14th Street crossing 
Merchant Street, to a point opposite 312 
14th Street. Proceed due south across 
14th Street and follow the west and 
south property lines of 31214th Street, 
continuing east along the south property 
lines of those buildings facing 14th 
Street to the southeast comer of 324 14th 
Street. Follow the east and north 
property lines of this parcel, continuing 
west on 14th Street to a point opposite 
31714th Street. Proceed due north 
across 14th Street and follow the east 
and north property lines of 31714th 
Street, continuing west along the south 
side of Boyleston Street, crossing 
Merchant and Church Streets, to the 
west side of Church Street. Proceed 
north along the west side of Church 
Street to a point opposite the south 
property line of 10015th Street. Proceed 
east across Church Street in a straight 
line, continuing east along the south 
property lines of all the properties facing 
15th Street to the southeast comer of 286 
15th Street. Proceed north along its east 
property line, continuing north across 
15th Street in a straight line to a point on 
the north side of the street. Proceed east 
along the north side of 15th Street, 
crossing Merchant Street, to the 
northeast comer of 15th and Merchant 
Streets. Proceed south across 15th Street 
in a straight line, continuing south along 
the east side of Merchant Street to the 
southwest comer of the property of 1412 
Merchant Street. Follow the south and 
then the east property lines, continuing 
north along the east property lines of all 
of the properties facing Merchant Street, 
continuing across 15th Street in a 
straight line to the northeast comer of 
1500 Merchant Street. Proceed due west, 
crossing Merchant Street, and follow the 
south side of Laughlin Street to a point 
opposite the west property line of 289 
Laughlin Street. Proceed west in a 
straight line to the southwest comer of 
the property of 28816th Street. Proceed 
east in a straight line along the south 
property lines of 288 and 296 16th Street 
to the west side of Merchant Street and 
proceed north to the comer of Merchant 
and 16th Streets. Here the boundary jogs 
north to include parcel *12-05-516 (no 
address), returns to the south side of 
16th Street, and proceeds west along 
16th Street across Church Street to the 
northwest comer of the property of 68 
and 7016th Street. Follow the west and 

south property lines of this parcel, 
continuing east along the south property 
lines of all of the properties facing 16th 
Street, crossing Church Street in a 
straight line to the east side of the street. 
Hei'e the boundary follows the east side 
of Church Street to the southeast comer 
of Church and Laughlin Streets, with a 
jog to the west to include 1515 Church 
Street on the west side of the street. 
From the comer, proceed west across 
Church Street in a straight line, 
continuing west along the south side of 
Laughlin Street to the northwest comer 
of 7515th Street. Follow the west 
property line south, continuing across 
15th Street to a point on the south side 
of the street. Proceed west along 15th 
Street to the northwest comer of 7015th 
Street. Follow the west property line to 
the north edge of the Old Economy 
Village property (parcel #12-01-301). 
Follow the property line west and then 
south to the point of origin. 

Haskell Institute, Lawrence, (Douglas 
County) Kansas 

The district is composed of twelve 
noncontiguous parcels 

1. Pocahontas Hall, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E— 
UTM Reference: 15/306840/4312350. 

Located approximately 65 feet south 
of Creek Drive on the west side of the 
campus. The boundary comprises an 
area measuring 145 by 190 feet centered 
around the rectangular building which is 
119 by 163 feet. 

2. Pushmahata Hall, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E— 
UTM Reference: 15/306720/4312480. 

Located approximately 20 feet south 
of Indian Avenue and approximately 50 
feet west of Barker Avenue. The 
boundary comprises an area measuring 
70 by 90 feet centered around the 
rectangular building which is 44 by 67 
feet. 

3. Bandstand, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E— 
UTM References: 15/306830/4312540. 

Located approximately 110 feet east of 
Barker Avenue in the center of a grassy 
open area. The boundary comprises an 
area measuring 50 by 50 feet centered 
around the square stmcture which is 25 
by 25 feet. 

4. Tecumseh Hall, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E— 
UTM Reference: 15/306800/4312610. 

Located approximately 25 feet west of 
Choctaw Avenue. The boundary 
comprises are area measuring 100 by 170 
feet centered around the rectangular 
building which is 75 by 144 feet. 
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drawn on the USGS 7.5 minute 
Manuelito, New Mexico, and Jones 
Ranch School, New Mexico, 
Quadrangles, near Manuelito Canyon. 
This geographic description is 
~eliberately general in order to protect 
the integrity of the archeolgical 
resources, as required by law. 

Old Economy Historic District, 
Ambridge, (Beaver County) 
Pennsylvania 

Beginning on the west side of the 
district at the northeast comer of Route 
65 and 13th Street, proceed,east along 
the north side of 13th Street to a point 
opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing the 
street due south, follow the west and 
· south property lines of 98 13th Street, 
continuing east in a straight line across 
Church Street to a point on the east side 
of the street. Proceed south to the 
southeast comer of 12th and Church · 
Streets. Proceed due west across Church 
Street, and fo11ow the south side of 12th 
Street to ·its intersection with Route 65. 
Fo1low the west and· south property . ·. 
lines of 70 12th Street, and continue east 
aloJ}g the south property lines of all the 
properties facing 12th Street, continuing 
to a point on the west side of Merchant 
Street. Proceed north along Merchant 
. Street to a point oppos1te the south 
property line of1198 Merchant Street. 
Crossing Merchant Street in ~.straight · 
line, follow the south, east, and north 
property lines of 1198 Merchant Street, 
continuing west across Merchant Street 
to the northwest comer of Merchant and 
12th Streets. Proceed north along the 
west side of Merchant Street to Wagner 
Street. Here the .boundary crosses 
Wagner Street to include the Harmonist 
building at 1221 Merchant Street, and 
returns to the south side of Wagner 
Street. Proceed west along Wagner 
Street to a point opposite the east 
property line of 1216 Church Street. 
Crossing the street due north, follow the 
east property line of 1216 Church Street 
to the south property line of 272 13th 
Street. Proceed east along the south 
property lines of all the properties facing 
13th Street, continuing east across 
Merchant Street, following the south 
property lines of all of the properties 
facing 13th Street to the southeast 
corner of the property of 336 13th Street. 
Follow the east side of this property 
north to 13th Street. Proceed west on the 
south side of 13th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street and then Church Street, 
to the southwest corner of 13th and 
Church Streets. Proceed north in a 
straight line across 13th Street, 
continuing north to a point opposite the 
north side of Creese Street.Rere the 
boundary turns due east to include the 
property of St. John's Lutheran Church, 

with a jog to the south to include the 
Hannonist building at 273 13th Street. 
The boundary follows the east property 
line of the church to the south property 
line of 274 and 280 14th Street. Following 
their south and east property lines, 
continue north in a straight line across 
14th Street to a point. Proceed east along 
the north side of 14th Street, crossing 
Merchant Street, to a point opposite 312 
14th Street. Proceed due south across 
14th Street·and·follow the west and 
south property lines of 312 14th Street, 
continuing east along the south property 
lines of those buildings facing 14th 
Street to the southeast comer of 324 14th 
Street. Follow the east and north 
property lines of this parcel, continuing 
west on 14th Street to a point opposite 
317 14th Street. Proceed due north 
across 14th Street and follow the east 
and north. property lines of 317 14th 
Street, continuing west along the soulh 
side of Boyles ton Street. crossjng . 
Merchant and Church Streets, to the 
west side of Church Street. Proceed 
north along the west side of Church 
Street to a point opposite the south 
property line of 100 15th Street. Proceed 
east acro1& Church Street in a straight 
line, continuing east along the south 
property lines of all the properties facing 
15th Street to the southeast comer of 286 
15th Street. Proceed north along its east 
property line, continuing north across 
15th Street in a straight line to a point on 
the north side of the street. Proceed east 
along the north side of 15th Street, 
crossing Merchant Street, to the 
northeast comer of 15th and Merchant 
Streets. Proceed south acro88 15th Street 
in a straight line, continuing south along 
the east side of Merchant Street to the 
southwest comer of the property of 1412 
Merchant Street. Follow the south and 
then the east property lines, continuing 
north along the east property lines of all 
of the properties facing Merchant Street, 
continuing across 15th Street in a 
straight line to the northeast comer of 
1500 Merchant Street. Proceed due west, 
crossing Merchant Street, and follow the 
south side of Laughlin Street to a point 
opposite the west property line of 289 
Laughlin Street. Proceed west in a 
straight line to the southwest corner of 
the property of 288 16th Street. Proceed 
east in a straight line along the south 
property lines of 288 and 296 16th Street 
to the west side of Merchant Street and 
proceed north to the corner of Merchant 
and 16th Streets. Here the boundary jogs 
north to include parcel #12--05-516 (no 
address), returns to the south side of 
16th Street, and proceeds west along 
16th Street across Church Street to the 
northwest comer of the property of 68 
and 7016th Street. Follow the west and 

south property lines of this parcel, 
continuing east along the south property 
lines of all of the properties facing 16th 
Street, crossing Church Street in a 
straight line to the east side of the street. 
Here the boundary follows the east side 
of Church Street to the southeast corner 
of Church and Laughlin Streets, with a 
jog to the west to include 1515 Church 
Street on the west side of the street. 
From the corner, proceed west across 
Church Street in a straight line, 
continuing west along the south side of 
Laughlin Street to the northwest corner 
of 75 15th Street. Follow the west 
property line south, continuing across 
15th Street to a point on the south side 
of the street. Proceed west along 15th 
Street to the northwest comer of 70 15th 
Street. Follow the west property line to 
the north edge of the Old Economy 
Village property (parcel #12--01-301). 
Follow the property line west and .then 
south to the point of origin. 

Haskell lnititute, Lawrence, (Douglas 
County) Kansas 

The district is composed of twelve 
noncontiguouspan:els 

1. Pocahontas Hall, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E­
UTM Reference: 15/306840/4312350. 

Located approximately 65 feet south 
of Creek Drive on the west side of the 
campus. The boundary comprises an 
area measuring 145 by 190 feet centered 
around the rectangular building which is 
119 by 163 feet. , 

2. Pushmahata Hall, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E­
UTM Reference: 15/306720/4312480. 

Located approximately 20 feet south 
of Indian Avenue and approximately 50 
feet west of Barker Avenue. The 
boundary comprises an area measuring 
70 by 90 feet centered around the 
rectangular building which is 44 by 67 
feet. 

3. Bandstand, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E­
UTM References: 15/306830/4312540. 

Located approximately 110 feet east of 
Barker Avenue in the center of a grassy 
open area. The boundary comprises an 
area measuring 50 by 50 feet centered 
around the square structure which is 25 
by 25 feet. 

4. Tecumseh Hall, Lawrence East 
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20E­
UTM Reference: 15/306800/4312610. 

Located approximately 25 feet west of 
Choctaw Avenue. The boundary 
comprises are area measuring 100 by 170 
feet centered around the rectangular 
building which is 75 by 144 feet. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY IMFOmMTK)ieTh« . 
purpose of this Notice is to mfom the 
public, pursuant to section 25 of the OCS 
Lands Act Amendments of 1978, that the 
Minerals Management Service is 
considering approval of the DOCD and 
that it is available for public review. 
Additionally, this Notice is to inform the 
public, pursuant to { 930.61 of Title 15 of 
the CFR, that the Coastal Management 
Service/Louisana Department of Natural 
Resources is reviewing the DOCD for 
consistency with the Louisiana Coastal 
Resources Program. 

Revised rules governing practices and 
procedures under which the Minerals 
Management Service makes information 
contained in DOCDs available to 
affected States, executive of affected 
local governments, and other interested 
parties became effective December 13, 
1979 f44 FR 53685). 

Those practices and procedures are 
set out in revised { 25a34 of Title 30 of 
the CFR. 

Dated: May 1,1987. 
]. Rogers Peaicy, 
Regional Director, CulfofMaxkxi OCS 
Region, 
[FR Doa 87-10733 Filed 5-11-87: 8:45 am] 
BIUMO COOC 431IHWI-M 

NatfcNMl Parit Service 

National Register of Mstoric Ptaces; 
Notice of Proposed NHL Boundwiea 

The National Park Service has been 
working to establish boundaries for all 
National Historic Landmarks for which 
no speciRc boundary was identified at 
the time of designation, and therefore, 
are without a clear delineation of the 
amount of property hivolved. The results 
of such designation make it hnportant 
that we define specific boundaries fra-
each landmark. 

In accordance with the National 
Historic Landmaric program regulations 
36 CFR Partes, the National Paric 
Service notifies owners, public officialB 
and other interested parties and 
provides them with an opportunity to 
make comments on the proposed 
boundaries. 

Comments on the proposed 
boundaries will be received for 60 days 
after the date of this notice. Please 
address replies to Jerry L Rogers< 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources, 
and Keeper ef the Nationctl Regiater.df 
Historic Places. National Paric Servtcat 
P.O. Box 37127.. WasiuBgton, DC 20013rT 
7127, Attention: Chief of Registiatioa 
(202) 343-9536. Copies of th» 
docamantatian e( tha iandmsAs. aad -
their proposed betndaisearinckuUag 

mape may be obtained Stom that same 
oRica. 
William B. Busfaong. 
Acting.CMef of Registration. National 
Register of Historic Places, interagency 
Resources Dirisioa. 

City of Hocks National Historic 
Landmark. Cassia County, Idaho 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Commencing at a comer. Section 
19, T16S, R24E. and Section 24. T16S, 
R23E: continuing due west Vx mile and 
north about yk mile to a y4 comer. 
Sections 13 and TA, T16S, R 23E: 
continuing east about Vi mile to section 
comer. 18 and 19, T16S, R24£and 13,24. 
Ties, R23E; continuing due north % 
mile, due east ^ mile, and due north 
about 1V* miles to a line between 
Section 6-7, T16S, R24E; continuing due 
east Vz mile, due south V'4 milei due east 
Vt mile, and due north almost mile to 
a township line between Section 32, 
T15S, R24E and S, T168, R24B; continuing 
about % mile east to a section comer, 5-
4, Ties, R24E. and 32-33, T15S, R24E: 
continuing n«nlh 2 V* miles along a 
section Une, due east V* mile, due north 
V* mile, and west about mile to a 
comer. Sections 19-20, T15S, R24E: 
continuing north V\ mile along a sectioa 
line, due west Vt mile, and north about 
V* mile to a V* comer. Sections 18-19, 
T15S, R24E; continuing west about 
mile to a section comer, 18-19, TlSS, 
R24E, and 13, 24, T15S, R23E: continuing 
north about 1 mile to a section comer, 7, 
18. T15S. R24E and 12-13, T i s a R23& 
continuing east about 1 mMe to a section 
coraer, 7-^ and 17-18, T l ^ R24E; 
contini^ngBerdi about H mile to 
comer. Se^ioBS 7-8, TlSSrRME; 
oantiniiing due east \k mile, due south % 
mile, due east about Vs mile te a section 
line; and north about m miles to a 
section comer. 4-5 and 8-4, TlSS, R24E: 
continuii^ west about 3 miJes to a 
section comer, 1-2 and 11-12. TlSS, 
R23E; continuing south IV^ miles to a ^ 
comer. Sections 13-14, T15S, R23E: 
continuity due west Vi mile and due 
south Vt mile to a comer. Sections 14, 
23, TlSS. R23E: continuing west about W 
mile to a section comer, 14-15 and 22-
23, T15S, R23E; continuing south 3 
miles along a section line, due-east V* 
mile and due south ab«it % mile to a 
sectioo'lins. 11.14, T16&^ R23B; 
continuing about 4̂ mile east to . 
section comee, 11.12. t i . 14( T16S, R23ft 
continuing miles south » l»ma • 
8ecti(m!liiH.4riMrat l.miledHs east to a 
towMliipij^ and aortbf about Wtails. 
to* MK49nws.Seetk» I f t T ^ a ^ i t f l , 
and24, T16S^R23E. 

Taos Pueblo NatieMl Histofic 
Landmark, Taos (Taos Cotmty), New- -
Mexico 

The boundary of tbe Taos PneMe 
National Historic Landmark encloses an 
irregular tear-drop shaped area which is-
approximately 2900 feet (883.9 m] long, 
southwest to northeast, and ^ 
approximately 1200 feet (365.75 in) wftte, 
southeast to northwest at its widest 
part 

The boundary may be defined by six 
comer points. Point A is located just 
east of the fork in the road which 
follows the Rib Pueblo east of the 
village. Point B is located immediately . 
southeast of the intersection of the toad 
leading to the Pueblo School and the 
road which encircles the village, in the 
center of the former road. It is 
approximately 2240 feet (682.75 m), 
S404*W, of Point A. Point C is located 
approximately 700 feet (213.3 m), S86"W, 
of Pomt B and i» approximately 500 feet 
(152.4 m). S29*E. of the Taos Pueblo 
Visitor Center. Point D is located 
immediate^r south of tbe intersection of 
the modem road to Taos and the road 
which encircles the village. It is 
approximately 400 feet (121.9 m), 
N2e*W. of Pomt C and 100 feet (30.5 mir 
S29*B, of the Visitor Center. Point E is 
located immediateiy west of the ruia of 
the mission of San Geranimo de Taos . 
between the road which encircles the 
village and an adjacent coiral. It is 
approximately 450 feet [137.1 m).N2*E, 
of Point D. Point F is located 
inmiediately north of the westernmost of 
the two trash middens on the north side 
of the village. It is approximately 666 
feet (201.1 m), N42*E, of Point E and 
approximately 2240 feet (682J5 mj.. , ,„ 
S81.5'W.of PointA. - -

The Taos Puebk) Nationjal Historie ^ 
Landmark ialocated predominanUy i% 
the south half of tbe southwest quarter, 
of Section 34. Township 2S-Northi! Baogir 
13 East. The legal dascciptions of tbe atx; 
boundary comer points are as follows: 
Point A—T26N R13E SEy4, NWy4, SEH^ 

Section 34 
Point B—T2SN R13E NW%, NEV*.' - , 

NWy4, Section 3 
Point C—T25N R13ENEy4. NWy4. 

NWy4, Section 3 
Point D—T26N RISESKV^ &WV4. 

Section 34 
Point E—T28N R l ^ ^ V 4 . SWVh SWMî  

Section 34 -
Psta^F—T26N RiaB tffiV^SW-V^^.W, 

SectionM-

MannelHn 
N«ir,Mteidco 

71—steiws*||iiiil iMirtilrils'-^i^'^ 
di>pwsisd-ss4ty'lM>iaia pĉ gB̂ - ^ - < 

9\IPPUMENTAAY INFORIIATIDN;,.'fhe.- , . 
purpose of this Notice is to inforna the­
public, pursuant to section 25 of the OCS 
Lantfg' AcfAmenaments. of 1978, that the 
Minerals Management Service is 
considering approval of the DOCD and 
that it is available for public review·. . 
Additionally, this Notice is. to inform the 
public, pursuant to I 930.61 of Title 15 of 
the CFR, that the Coastal Management 
Service/Louisana Department of Natural 
Resources is reviewing the DOCD for _ 
consistency with the Louisiana Coastal • 
Resources Program. .. 

Revised rules governing practices and 
procedures under which the Minerals 
Management Service makes infurmatiorr 
contained jn DOCDs availabh! to 
affected States, executive of affected 
local governments, and other Interested 
parties became effective December 13, 
1979 f 44 FR 53685). 

Those practices and.procedures are . 
set out in revised I 250.34 of Title 30'of 
the CFR. 

Dated: May 1, 11187. 
J. llogen Pean:y, 
Regional Director, Gulf of Mexico OCS 
Region. . · 
(FR Doc. 87-107-33 FUN >-11-67: 8:45 amJ 
M.UNG CODE'431MIIMI 

National Park Service 

National Reglst• of Hiatorlc~ 
Notice of~ NHL Bouncwln-

The National Park Service has been 
working to establish bpundaries for an 
National Historic Landmarks for which 
no specific boundary was identified at 
tlle time of designation, and therefore, 
are without a clear delineation oflhe· 
amount of property involved .. The results 
of such designation make It important · 
that we define specific boundarieefor . 
each landmark. 

In accordance with the Nationel 
Historic Landmark program regulations 
36 CFR Part 65, the National Park . 
Service notifies owners. public officials 
and other Interested parties and 
provides them with an opportunity to 
make comments on the proposed 
boundaries. 

Comments on the proposed 
boundaries will be received for 68 ~ays 
after the date of this notice. Please . 
address replies to Jerry L. Rogenr, 
Associate Director, C\lltural Resources, 
and Keeper.of the National Reeiew,cil-· -
Historic PlKea. National Park Servicet 
P.O. Box 31127,,Waahington. DC~ · 
-7127, Attention: Chief efRegitmltiov.: · , 
(202-) 3'3-9538... Copiea..of the.. , ,, 
dOQIID8Dtalien.o(&M.-~ud,..; . 
their proposed ~ incktdifil : -- · 

mape-maybe obtained from thataame .. -
offiee-. 
_William B. Bu1hong, · 
Actins-Chief of BetJi6tratiCJA. National 
Register of Huloric Places. JnhN'agfflcy 
R880urces Dirision. 

City of Rocb National Hiatoric 
l.ancfmvlt. CaNia County, Idaho 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Commencing at a ¼ comer, Section 
19, T16S, R24E. and Section 24, T16S, 
R23E; continuing due weat. ½ mile and 
north about ¼ mile to a ¼ comer, -
Sections 13,and 24, T16S, R 23&­
coatimung eaat about ½ mile, to section . 
comer. 18 and 19, Tt6S, R24Earul 13, 24,. 
T16S, R23E; continuing due north ¾ 
mile. due eut ¼.mile, and·due north 
about 1 ¼ miles to a line.between . 
Secl!on6-7,T16S, R24E; 00Dtµ111.lng,due 
east½ mile, due south 1/t mile; .due eaat · 
½ mile, and due north almoat ¼ mile to 
a township line between Section 32. 
T15S, R24Eand 5, T16s,R24B; continuina · 
about¾ mile·eaat-to a aectioncorner, 5-
4, T16S; R24E; and 32,,:.33,,Ti~S1 R24E; 
continuing nor.th 21/t miles alons & --

section line,.due east¾ mile.due north-­
¼ mile, and weat about -If. mile to a -¼ 
comer, Sections 19--20, T15S, RZ4E: 
continuing north 1/• mile along a section 
line, due west YI mile. and north about 
¼ mile toa 1/t comer, Secttona 16-19, 
T15S, R24E; continuing west about 1/s 
mile to a aectton comer, 18-19, TlSS 
R24E. and 13, 24, T15S, R23E: continuing 
north about 1 mile to a section comer, 7, 
18. TtSS.R.Z4E and 12-1:t. T15S. R23E; 
continuing east about 1 mite to a 1ection 
comer, 7-3 and 17-18, 'Fl-SS..RZ4&­
continnin&JIOrth-·about ~ -mile.to-¼, 
comer,.~s 7-8, T1SS,,R.24E; 
CDRtiRJ1io3.due eaet '4·mile.4ue,IOllth 3/t 
mile, due east about ·¥. mile tea 1ection 
line; and north about 1 ¼- miles. to a 
sectiop. <:0mer. 4-6 and H, TtSS. R24& . 
continuing west about 3 mi.lee to• 
section corner,. 1-2 and-11-12,-T15S, 
RZSE; continuing south 11/a miles, to a.~ -­
corner, Sectiooa 13-14, T15S, R23E; 
continui113 due west '4 mile and due 
south 1/a mile to a ¼ comer,_Sectiona H, 
23, T15S. R23E; continuing west about.~ 
mile to a section comer, 1~1:5 and 22-· 
23, T15S. R23E; contfnuin&aouth-31/a· · 
miles alODI a section line. due.eut ¼ 
mile and dne.aeu:lb about ""mile.to• 
section-linl-..1~ 14, Tta&.R23B:· 
continuin& about o/t mile eut'to -a .. _ 
sectfon.comn, 11,. U. 13; 1,. Tl.OS. R231t· 
contiq~J-~JDil• ~_..~, . _. . • 
aecijoqlblie.,a.bcn1U.mileM~ to a .· . 
toWJIAIP_~-4: DOl'dl, aboat.ll.,aila:. :· 
t9.a,~-~~~.''-] 

· arid-24,:Tt&S.'8%JE. · .· - , . ·'. · . · \:·: 

T809 Pl,eblo Neli•a!fliflodc: - . , 
Landmark. Taos (T~ Comity). New.· •· -
Mttxlco . . - ._ - ·, - . · 

The boundary ·of~. Taos Pueblo . 
National Historic~ endosea.an: 
irregular tear-drop: shapeciarea which w. 
approximately 2900 fee_t (883.9. m) long. 
southwest to northeast. and · _ 
approximately 120(1feet ·(36s.75 m) ·wRfe. 
southeast to north~est. at-ita widest 
part · 

The boundary may be defined by sht 
com_er points. Point A is located just 

· ea~ of the fork in ·the -ro~d which 
follows the Rfo Pueblo east of the 
village. Point B-1.s located immediately . 
southeu, 8f the intersection of the road 
leading to the Pueblo School and the -
road which encircle• the village, in the 
center of the former road. It is. . . 
approximately 2240-Ceet (-662.75 m), · 
840~•.w, of PoinlA. Point C is located 
approxima_t.ely 700feet (213.3 m), S86°Wt 
of Point Rand » approximately 500 feet 
(t5a.4 m). S29~-E, of the Taos Pueblo 
Visitor Center; Poin.tD Is located 
immediately soulh.-of the intersection1>f 

. the modem road to Taos and the road. . 
. wbicli enc~ea the.village. It is : . 
approxiinatelr 400 feet (121.9 m), ,_ 
N2.8~W. of Point C and 100.feet(30.S.IDJr 
S29"B, of the Visitor Centa Point B ia 
located immediately-west of the tuia of­
the mJastou. of San Ge,enimo de Taos. :... 
between the.road which encircles the 
village and an adjacent corral. It-is. 
approximatety 450 feet (137-.1 m)..Nz•E. 

· of Point D. Point F is located · · 
immediately north of the westernmost of 
the two trash middens on the north side • 
of the village. It Is approximately 6M 
feet-{201.1 m), Nti•E. of Point E and 
approximately 2240 f~~t (~5 m);_ ~, :,.., 
.sa1.s·w. of Point A. · · ·· ·" · 

The. Taoa Pueblo National Hi$toricl. - _ _, 
Landmazk ia,.~tad-pjtdorninantly ~ ·. 
~ ,wth.balf of. the ~ ~ar:ta , 
of Section 34. To~.2.&N_ortlt ijaqa, 
13 East. The legal daac:tiptiou of the aiJc 
boundary comer points are as follows: · 

Point A-,-TZ6N R13E SE-¼, NW1/•; $¼;-
Section 34 

Point B-TZSN Rt3B NW¼; NE¼-: · -·; 
NW1/t, Section 3" 

Point C-T2SN R13E· NE1/'4 NW1/~, 
NW¼; Section 3 

Point D-T26N-RlaE'8Rli4,, SW Va.· SW¥., 
Section34 

Point E-1'28N Rl3E SE~ SW¼, sw~. -
-, Section-34'--. , 

PoiM-P-neN R131iJ·NE~ ~S-WJi<i., 
·Settioft3t- ,.-, 

Mu-...fu-r'~;...~1;;;..-p-;,...;.,,.., .. , 
New.~~'~'-~·--

•. ~•;' • • ;", .... ;;· ·c, .: / 1:~~ (" •·~ 7 .. > •~ ;"=- • · . : -·: ;·. ;;" ~~. \ . 

~ -I .lil'fal~ --·. , --,!,.,,.,. 
.W,!f Udata>Tt1a-.....pci)S11111+ ·:·1·_ ;, 



C O M M O N W E A L T H O F P E N N S Y L V A N I A 

P E N N S Y L V A N I A H I S T O R I C A L A N D M U S E U M C O M M I S S I O N 

P. O. Box I 0 2 6 , H A R R I S B U R G , P E N N S Y L V A N I A I 7 I 0 8 - I 0 2 6 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

June 9, 1987 

Jerry L. Rogers 
Associate D i r e c t o r , C u l t u r a l Resources 
Keeper of the National Register 

Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 
A t t n : Chief of R e g i s t r a t i o n 

Re: Proposed boundary. 
Old Economy National 
H i s t o r i c Landmark 
Ambridge, PA 
Your r e f . H32 (413) 

Dear J e r r y : 

I n response t o Carol Shull's l e t t e r on May 7 we have 
reviewed the proposed National H i s t o r i c Landmark boundary 
f o r Old Economy. 

The proposed Na t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark boundary 
excludes 29 no n c o n t r i b u t i n g and 2 c o n t r i b u t i n g resources 
which were included i n the area's National Register h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t (NR 5/21/85). While the proposed NHL boundary 
appears t o be more precise i n terms of not "exceeding the 
extent of the e l i g i b l e resource" i t i s also extremely i r ­
r e g u l a r i n c o n f i g u r a t i o n and may a r t i f i c i a l l y exclude some 
of the present s e t t i n g of the d i s t r i c t , a l b e i t composed 
of n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g streetscapes. 

Further, w i t h the adoption of the Ambridge H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t under l o c a l ordinance i n 1971 (see enclosed map), 
l i s t i n g of the National Register d i s t r i c t i n 1985 and i n t r o ­
d u ction of the proposed NHL boundaries there are now three 
d i f f e r e n t d i s t r i c t boundaries w i t h i n the same general 
v i c i n i t y the various boundaries and designations might e a s i l y 
be confused. 

We be l i e v e t h a t the National Register boundaries should 
stand as the boundaries f o r the National H i s t o r i c Landmark. 
Use of the National Register boundary w i l l b e t t e r acknow­
ledge the a c t u a l s e t t i n g of the d i s t r i c t and w i l l avoid mis­
understandings caused by i n t r o d u c t i o n of a new boundary. 

♦ • 

COMMONWEALTH OF' PENNSYLVANIA 

PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 

P. 0 . Box 1026 , HARRISBURG , PENNSYLVANIA 17108-1026 

E X E C UT IVE D IREC T O R 

June 9, 1987 

Jerry L. Rogers 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

Keeper of the National Register 
Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 
Attn: Chief of Registration 

Dear Jerry: 

Re: Proposed boundary, 
Old Economy National 
Historic Landmark 
Ambridge, PA 
Your ref. H32 (413) 

In response to Carol Shull's letter on May 7 we have 
reviewed the proposed National Historic Landmark boundary 
for Old Economy. 

The proposed National Historic Landmark boundary 
excludes 29 noncontributing and 2 contributing resources 
which were included in the area's National Register historic 
district (NR 5/21/85). While the proposed NHL boundary 
appears to be more precise in terms of not "exceeding the 
extent of the eligible resource" it is also extremely ir­
regular in configuration and may artificially exclude some 
of the present setting of the district, albeit composed 
of noncontributing streetscapes. 

Further, with the adoption of the Ambridge Historic 
District under local ordinance in 1971 (see enclosed map), 
listing of the National Register district in 1985 and intro­
duction of the proposed NHL boundaries there are now three 
different district boundaries within the same general 
vicinity the various boundaries and designations might easily 
be confused. 

We believe that the National Register boundaries - should 
stand as the boundaries for the National Historic Lanamark. 
Use of the National Register boundary will better ackn ow­
ledge the actual setting of the district and will avoid mis­
understandings caused by introduction of a new boundary. 



June 9, 1987 
Jer r y L. Rogers 
Page -2-

I f you have any questions concerning these comments, 
please contact my s t a f f i n the Bureau f o r H i s t o r i c Pres­
e r v a t i o n a t (717) 783-8946. 

Sincerely, 

LET:dc 

- I f i 

JUN * 9 ; 

June 9, 1987 
Jerry L. Rogers 
Page -2-

If you have an1/ questions concerning these comments, 
please contact my staff in the Bureau for Historic Pres­
ervation at (717) 783-8946. 

Sincerely, 

LET:dc 



132(413) 

JUL 7 1987 

Dr. Larry E. Tls^e 
B!s e c u t i ve Dlr® c tor 
Penftsylvania H i s t o r i c a l 

and MaseuBi Goswrnissicn 
P.O. Bos 1026 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026 

Dear Dr. Tises 
Thank you £or yoar letts^r of Ja,ne 9, l i 8 7 , fe.o Jerry.L. .R̂ gsr.s 
regardirig -th© bo«:Scl-e.rie:s proposed by the National gark S.ervic-a 
for.'- the Old Eco,n©sf Hstlonal H i s t o r i c LanCtraarlc* Your lefeter has 
been to t h i s o f f i c e f o r canei<3©ration and response. 

We appreciate that you took t,hs time to- review th© proposed 
boundary for tMls t^ational H i s t o r i c Laaiaark, We have reviewed 
the. National Register d i s t r i c t and the Mational H i s t o r i c L&atlmarfc 
documentation. .?sltho--«,gii we share your eoncera over the conf us ion 
that may be caused by three d i f f e r e n t h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s , the 
inte n t of sach i s different*, fhe Mid-Atlantic Segional Office of 
the -National Park Service conducted- a thoro-ufb_ study ^hich# we 
believe,, e l i c i t e d an appropriate landraark boundary. Ths scopes of 
the Matiopal H i s t o r i c LandiRark study was limitfed to national 
significance; the study e-xcloded a.s many no-n-nationally 
s i g n i f i c a n t ' p r o p e r t i e s as possible. Even at the expense of an 
irrQ§ula--r co-n€iguratioa the study i d e n t i f i e d t-he most appropciats 
boundary f o r the nati o n a l l y s i g n i f i c s a t resources. Your l e t t e r 
w i l l be made part of the permanent reeo-rd. When the coiassat . 
period ends and a-11 oo,ia?ie!ats have b<?e-n, ,revi@-wed, we-.wi,!!',notify 
you of the f i n a l approval ®-f the boundary. ' 

We appreciate your interest In the Hati©,.R,a,l E l s t o r i c Landmarks -
Prograifl, 

Sincerely, 

Carol Do SHull (Sga.), 

Ca-rol D. Shull 
Chief o-f K,egistr.,ratio.n 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Place© 
interagency Resources Division 

H32(413) 

Dr. Larry E. Tise 
r;xe,cuti.ve o,tr(l;ctor 
Pennsylvania Historic,Iil 

and Museum Commission 
P.O. Bo:rr 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

JUL 7 1987 

17100-1026 

'!'hank you fo!." your letter of June 9, 1987, to Jerry .L. Rog~l'.s 
regardirig thi&! boundu.ries propoi;1~d b:y tl'.'l.e National 1?.::ii-t:I<: Servic,~ 
for.· the Old Gconomy National F.U~torl.c Lan<11m;:,rk~ Your letter has 
been to this office for consideration and response. 

We appr,~c iatc.,: that you took the time to revi~Jw the propos.ed 
boundary for thi.s Nat.ienal Mistoric LanduHii.rk., We have reviewed 
the Natiorn.:1.l Regist.er district and the National Hist.or:ic Landmark· 
documentatior:i. l\lthough we share y<nn: eoncern over the confusion 
that may be caused by three different historic districts, the 
intent of each is a ifferent.. The Mid-Atlantic Rei;; ional Off ic.e. of 
the Natiorn.c1l Park Service conducted a thorough study wl'd.1.~h, we 
believe, elicited an appropriate landmark bi::,undary. The ecopt::'l of 
the National Histo:r:ic Landmark study \l?as 1 imVi~d to nationa+ 
sign.ificance; the study exclude,a a.0 many non-nationally 
sign If ioant ra:0~1rties as possible. Eiven at the ex pens~~ of an 
irreguhl:c configuration the study identified the moat appropri~~t.t~ 
boundary fer the nationally signii: icant ri~sources .. Your letter 
will be mado part of: the permanent recorg,. W:hen the cornment 
period ends and all comments have b~en rHviewed, we .. will notify 
you of the final approval {}f tJae boundary. 

W<: ffppreciate your interest in the National Bist<:>ric Landmarks, 
P rog r eJll • 

Sincerely, 

Carol Do Shull (Sgd..) 

c.arol D. Shull 
Cl:d.ef of R.eg:i.st.rat.ion 
National Register of Historic Places 
Interagancy Resources Division 



bcc; Regional Director, MARO 
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07/24/98 13:06 U202 273 3237 CULTURAL RES . 

FACSIMILE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, 

CULTURAL RESOURCE STEWARDSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS 

1849 C STREETS, NW, Rom-1 3128 
WAsHINOTOt-1, DC 20240-000 I 

(202) 208-7625 
(202) 273-.32.37 CFAX) 

DATE: 7/J+}1fJ 

To:~//~· 
FAX NUMBER: 

FROM : ~ 

SUBJECT: ~ 
PAGES TRANS~ITTED _±_ (INCLUDING COVER SHEET) 

COMMENTS: 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR CUL..TU~ RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP 

& PARTN~RSHIP PROGRAMS 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION SERVICES 

PARK HISTORIC STRUCTURES & CULTURAL LANDSCAPES 

MUSEUM MANAGEMENT 

NATIONAL REGISTER, HISTORY, lS. EDUCATION 

HABS/HAER 

ARCHAEOLOGY' & ETHNOGAAPl'-4Y 

NA-OONAL CENTER f"OR RECREATlON &. CONSERVATION 

RECREATION GRANTS 
TAAILS AND GAEENWAY5 
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R1ve:Rs AND WATERSHED 

N,11.TIONAL CENTEA FOR PRESERV,11.TION T'CCHNOL..OGY &. TAAINING 

IHDIAN LIAISON 0Ff"ICE 

PARl"NERSHIP 0f"FICE 
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WASO Administrative Program Center 202/501-1111 

WAPC#: 98-02322 

ESTP: 

Doc Name: Ron Klink 

^ ^Sig Level: Assoc. Dir 

Legislative 

Referral: Congressionals 

Writer Desc: U.S. House/Single 

I Park/Office National Park Service 

..Office Assigned: Cultural Resources 

Contact Name: Margaret Triebsch 

Contact Phone: 202/208-7625 

Contact Fax: 

Hot Topics: 

Org Name: House of Repres. 

Constituent Name; DanaL. Seamon 

Logged By: M.McBryde 

/Analyst Doris Lowery 

Type Corr: Directors Congressional 

Issue Ref: Historic Landmarks 

Opinion: Concerned 

Corr Date: 7/9/98 

WAPC Date: 7/17/98 

Draft Due Date: 

^ Final Due Date: 8/3/98 

Response Date: 

Description: Regarding Old Economy Village being placed under the NPS witti wfiich the NPS might be 
able to help. 
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Doc Name: Ron Klink 

Sig Level: Assoc. Dir 

Legislative 

1 Referral: Congressionals 
I 

Writer Desc: U.S. House/Single 

r-- ····---···· 

Org Name: House of Repres. 

Constituent Name: Dana L. Seamon 

Logged By: M.McBryde 

~ Analyst .IJ ~ Doris Lowery 

Type Corr: Directors Congressional 

Issue Ref: Historic Landmarks 

Opinion: Concerned 

. _J: --·-··-----· 
! Park/Office NationalPark_S_e_rv_ice _ ____ ~I, 

~tee Assigned: Cultural Resources 

Contact Name: Margaret Triebsch 

Contact Phone: 

: Contact Fax: 
I 
I 
I 

! 

Hot Topics: 

202/208-7625 

Corr Date: 

WAPC Date: 

Draft Due Date: 

7/9198 

7/17/98 

j<. Final Due Date: 813198 

Response Date: 

! Description: Regarding Old Economy Village being placed under the NPS with which the NPS might be 
able to help. 
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COMMITTER ON COMMEnCE 

~ -^UKOfXWnE ON OVERSWKT 
ANO iNVEsncKnOHS 

RANIONa MEIMEF 

SuKOMMTTTSE ON TCLECOKMUMlCxTiaNa. 
miADC AMP CONSUMER PROTECTION 
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RON KLINK 

(Dmgress of tht 'Enitd States 
Itviiistor'RcpTtsnitatiDrB 

-tdi BiBtrict, ipaini|iMiHa 

July 9,1998 
Ms. Kitty Roberts 
Asst Director for Cong Affairs 
US Department Of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Room 3210 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

WASMWCTONMTKCs 
126 CANNON Bwuxno 

WACHIHGTDN, DC 20519 

1202)1 

NORTH HuNTmaooNToimMHip 

M i l l W l WW 
laOO) 453-5078 

BEAVED COUNTV 

I4i2)7m-3ga5 

CRANiBmr TDVUHCMT 

NEWCASTVE 

i4iai( 

(•1«33$-I91B 

RE: ME. Dana L. Ssamon 

Dear M$. Roberts: 

One of my constituents Ms. Dana L. Seamon. has contacted me for assistance regarding 
Old Economy Village being placed under the National Park Service with which the National 
Park Service might be able to help. I have enclosed all the information which we have been 
given on this particular case for your review. 

Ms. Seamon and I are interested in resolving this problem as soon as possible. Because 
of this, your prompt consideration would be most appreciated. I f you have any questions, please 
contact Nancy Smith in my North Huntingdon Township District Of&ce at: 

CONGRESSMAN RON KLINK 
11279 Center Highway 

North Huntingdon, PA 15642 

Thank you for your assi.stance with this inquiTy. 

RK:ns 
Enclosure 

SincCTcly, 

RON KLINK 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCUiD PAPER 
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COMM~ ON COMMEIICI!' 

• ~ "S~E ON OftllilGNT 
.. . ..:ic.'11Nisnc;,.-

"""'ICINO MEM8£11 
S..--n& °" Tn•~TIOH~. 

l'MoE /\NCI CaNSUMlll l"lloffcTION 

RON KLINK 
d:ongrtSs of thr tinittd ~tatts 

Ms. Kitty Roberts 
Asst Direct.or for Cong Affairs 
US Department Of the Interior 
National Parle Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Room3210 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

JI.oust of 'Rq1mmtattoo 
1~ Bilttict, l'l,:t:s,-. 

July 9, 1998 

,_ ~~~ ~l_j 
WASIN:TOIIOJAC(, \\I 

1Zli C- llulJJINa 
W~ DC.211115 

l202!ZZ6-21111i 

Da'TlllefOfllCQ: 

NCIMMHUNTINeDONT-
14121.......,, ..,... __ 
llfAYEI COUNTV 
4'1111~ 

~T-
1412177~ 

NEwCl\sn.E 
14121~ 

l.owE~"-u. ,.,,i.,...,a 

RE: M~. Dana L. S::amcn 

Dear Ms. Roberts: 

One of my constituents Ms. Dana L. Seamon. has contacted me for assistance regarding 

Old Economy Village being placed under the National Park Service with which the National 

Park Service might be able to help. I have enclosed all the information which we have been 

given on this particular case for your review. 

Ms. Seamon and I are interested in resolving this problem as soon as possible. Because 

of this, your prompt consideration would be most appreciated. If you have any questions, please 

contact Nancy Smith in my North Huntingdon Township District Office at: 

CONGRESSMAN RON KLINK 
11279 Cent.er Highway 

North Huntingdon, PA 15642 

Thank you for your assi.st~nce with this inq1.?izy. 

RK:ns 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

ftJVrttJM 
RONKLINK 
Member of Congress 

"'INTED ON flECYCl.llO PN'l!II 
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Smittu Nancy 
From: Dana L. Seamon[SMTP:8eamon@usaor.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 09,1998 9:45 AM 
To: Smith, Nancy 
Subject: Old Economy Village 

Dana Seamon 
959 4th St. 
Baden, PA 15005 

July 8,1998 

Congressman Ron Klink 
C/O Nancy Smith 

Dear Congressman Klink, 

I am writing to gain your help and support for getting Old Economy Village 
in-the National^ark Service. 1 worked fui tlie National Park ServteeTbr 
8 years. During that time I saw just what the Park Service did for local 
economies. Have you ever been to Harper's Ferry WV? This National Park 
treasure supports the local economy in that area. There are no local 
industries. 

With the decline of the steel industry in Beaver County, we need to look 
for new ways to keep our county flourishing. Beaver County holds a great 
deal of history and we should promote i t Millions of people visit our 
National Parks annually. If we could get a fraction of 1 % of those 
visitors to our county, what a shot In the arm for our local economy! 
/>jTibridge is in decline and needs to lump started". Old Economy is already 
recognized as a historic landmark. 

/\ny help would be appreciated. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Seamon 

Page 1 
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Smith. Nancy ---- ----
From: 
Sent: 

Dana L Seamon[SMTP:seamon@usaor.net) 
Toursday, July 09, 1998 9;45 AM 

To: Smith, Nancy 
Subject: Old Economy Village 

Congressman Ron Klink 
C/0 Nancy Smith 

Dear Congressman Klink. 

Dana Seamon 
959 4th St. 
Baden, PA 15005 

July 8, 1998 

I am writing to gain your help and support for getting Old Economy Village 
in-the National-Park Service; 1 worked fur ti ie National "Park ServJcEffor- -
8 years. During that time I saw just what the Park Service did for local 
economies. Have you ever been to Harper's Ferry WV? This National Park 
treasure supports the local economy in that area. There are no local 
industries. 

With the decline of the steel industry in Beaver County, we need to look 
for new ways to keep our county flourishing. Beaver County holds a great 
deal of history and we should promote it. Millions of people visit our 
National Parks annually. If we could get a fraction of 1 % of those 
visitors to our county, what a shot in the arm for our local economy! 
Ambridge is in dedine and needs to "jump started". Old Economy is already 
recognized as a historic landmark. 

Any help would be appreciated. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Seamon 

Page 1 
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L58(2280) 

AUG 4 1998 
Honorable Ron Klink 
Member, United States House of 

Representatives 
11279 Center Highway 
North Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 15642 

Dear Mr. Klink: 

Thank you for your July 9 letter on behalf of Ms. Dana L. Seamon regarding the addition of Old Economy 
Village in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, to the National Park System. 

The enclosed brochure, Ciitetia for Parklmds, explains the qualifications and procedures for park system 
additions. Old Economy Village does appear to meet most of our criteria for inclusion in the system. It is 
the core of a national historic landmark and would probably be found to meet our suitability and feasibility 
requirements. 

The primary issue would be whether the federal government is better able to manage this property than its 
present owner, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. According to the brochure paragraph titled 
"Management Options": 

Alternatives to National Park Service management might adequately protect resources even if they are 
significant, suitable, and feasible additions to the System. Studies of potential new park units evaluate 
management alternatives that may include continued management by state or local governments . . . . 
Additions to the National Park System will not usually be recommended if another arrangement can 
provide adequate protection and opportunity for public enjoyment. 

Because we have no reason to believe that Old Economy Village is not now being well cared for by 
Pennsylvania, we are reluctant to encourage Ms. Seamon's proposal. Nor do we believe that this 
property's transfer from state to federal ownership would necessarily result in significant economic 
benefits to the community. 

We appreciate your interest in this matter and the opportunity to comment on it. 

Sincerely, 

M Katherine Stev9n?̂ ?n 
Katherine H. Stevenson 
Associate Director, Cultural Resource 
Stewardship and Parmerships 

Enclosure 

cc: Copy to your Washington, D.C. office 

Dr. Brent R. Glass (w/c incoming) 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026 

bcc: 4500 Regional Director, Northeast Region w/c incoming 
0001 Stanton 2200 Stevenson 2250 Greenberg 
2280 Old Economy NHL 

FNP:BMackintosh:mg:7/27/98:F:\HISTORY\KLlNK 

• L58(2280) 

Honorable Ron Klink 
Member, United States House of 

Representatives 
11279 Center Highway 
North Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 15642 

Dear Mr. Klink: 

AUG 4 1998 

Thank you for your July 9 .Ietter on behalf of Ms. Dana L. Seamon regarding the addition of Old Economy 
Village in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, to the National Park System. 

The enclosed brochure, Criteria for Parklmzds, explains the qualifications and procedures for park system 
additions. Old Economy Village does appear to meet most of our criteria for inclusion in the system. It is 
the core of a national historic landmark and would probably be found to meet our suitability and feasibility 
requirements. 

The primary issue would be whether the federal government is better able to manage this property than its 
present owner, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. According to the brochure paragraph titled 
"Management Options": 

Alternatives to National Park Service management might adequately protect resources even if they are 
significant, suitable, and feasible additions to the System. Studies of potential new park units evaluate 
management alternatives that may include continued management by state or local governments .... 
Additions to the National Park System will not usually be recommended if another arrangement can 
provide adequate protection and opportunity for public enjoyment. 

Because we have no reason to believe that Old Economy Village is not now being well cared for by 
Pennsylvania, we are reluctant to encourage Ms. Seamon's proposal. Nor do we believe that this 
property's transfer from state to federal ownership would necessarily result in significant economic 
benefits to the community. 

We appreciate your interest in this matter and the opportunity to comment on it. 

Sincerely, 

Isl Katherine Ste 1sn? ::in 

Katherine H. Stevenson 
Associate Director, Cultural Resource 
Stewardship and Partnerships 

Enclosure 

cc: Copy to your Washington, D.C. office 

Dr. Brent R. Glass (w/c incoming) 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
P.O. Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026 

bee: 4500 Regional Director, Northeast Region w/c incoming 
0001 Stanton 2200 Stevenson 2250 Greenberg 
2280 Old Economy NHL 

FNP:BMackintosh:mg:7/27/98:F:\HISTORY\KLINK 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL 
HISTORIC LANI»1ARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

03,4 £ff«K>ffly 

Date of v i s i tFebruary 27. 1969 

Visited by Qaataf P. Hultaan 
(name) 

Received by Daniel B. Reibel 

S^p^rintfB4en^ 
(title) 

(name) 
Curator 

(title) 

(office)  
Railroad NHS  

. Old Economy Tillage 
(office) 

Condition* The grounds, stxiaoturea, and fumiablogs appaar to ba IA ezoellant 
eoBdiltion. Funda for Mintenamee and capital InTaatMsta ara aofflolttnt and 
not diffioolt to obtain. Amount of fumlahlngs ia vary axtansive. 
Pennsylvania Hirtorleal and Museum GoflBdssloa plans to aeqjodre more HBrnnntst 
vropairty for addition to oa.d Eoonony. 

CoBBisslon axpeets to spend $90,000 to aoquire the Old Haronsiist Hotel and 
$290,000 to reoomstruot i t for a visitor oentar. Soma eadiibits ara ready for 
the visitor center. There is $300,000 currently available to restore ^rarioos 
Hanoxdst properties not State-owned; aoquisitlon cost is estimated to be 
$150,000. 

Old Eoonoay is adjacent to Pa. Rt. 65 with direct aocesa from highway via 
13th street. 

Operation** Present operating staff includes 18 full-time employees plus 2 
part-time eoi^oyees during the sunnoer. Greatest need, however, is for pro­
fessional staff members, at least "one archivist and curatorial education." 
My interpretatioa of Mr. Reibel's description is one researoher and one 
Interpreter. 

Visitation was 25,000 in 1961; facility was closed until 1965 when there were 
A2,310 visits. Increases are evident each year: 1966 « 44>439, 1967 « 49,170, 
1963 m 53*853 (inoluding 20,000 school students and this segment Jumps almost 
3,000 par year). Security of tbe property is maintained on a 24-hour basis. 
Tha eartlfloate is posted on the wall of the central hallway of the Feast Hall 
near an entraaoe door and InforBatloQ-administrativa desk. Tha plaque Is on 
the exterior wall to the left of the entrance door. 

*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings 
**Note any changes in ovmership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff, 
use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 

t 

REGISTRY OF NATIONAL 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

Date of visit February 27, 1969 

Visited by Gustaf P, Hultmn 
(name) 

Received by Daniel B, Reibel 
(name) 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

Old Eeonomy 

,.-SU;:::c;perin=,;=t~e=D:::.den= t;;.... __ ~ Allegheny Portag1 _ 
(title) (office) 

Railroad NHS 
,....:cura.=.;;;.to= r:...-_____ , Old EeonolI!l Village 

(title) (office) 

Condition* The grounds, structure, and tu.rnishinga appear t-o be 1D excellent 
condition. F\m4s tor intenance and capital investment a suttioient and 
not difficult to obtain. Aloowlt or furDishings is very onensiv • 
Peimsyl nia Historical and HU ewn Comild.s ion plans to cquir more BaJ'IDDDi t 
propert7 for dditicm to Old~-

Commi ion expects to spend $90,000 to oquire the Old Harmonist Hotel nd 
$2501 000 to reconstl'\lot it ror a vi itor center. So exhibit ar ready for 
the visitor center. There is $:300,000 eurre11tly available to restore various 
Hermoni t properties not State-owned; acquisition cost is estimated to be 
$150,000. 

Old Economy is dJaoent to Pa. Rt. 65 with direct aoeess from higbvay vi 
13th treet. 

Operation*"' Present operating staff inclQdes 18 full-time employees plus 2 
pert-ti employees during the summer. Greatest need, however, is for pro­
fessional staff member, et least "one archivist and curatorial education." 
My interpretation of Mr. Reibel's description is one researcher and one 
interpreter. 

Visitation vas 25,000 in 1961; facility was closed until 1965 vhen there were 
42,310 visits. Increases are evident each year: 1966 • 44,439, 1967 • 49,170, 
1968 • 53,85) (including 20,000 school students and this se ent Jumps el t 
3,000 per ye r). S curity of the property is maintained on a 24-bour ba 1 • 
The eertifioat is posted on the wall of the central ballvay of the Feast Hall 
ne r an entrance door and information-administrative de k. The plaque 1 on 
the ext rior w ll to the lett or the entrance door. 

*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings 
**Note any changes in o~mership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff , 

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



Special Problems t Air poUtttloo f m staal ladtastey MBsaalaratsd almg 
ilM urty Oblo Bivar. Aysttajr of ths XOMX eitlatas MNNBS te fedsi to ftiyoio 
•si OBA oooial orosion a«eavdin| te Mr. Btlbol. loMl MMiag opiiasaM io 
aot fiMtootivo with rtgord to hlotoaplo ofgaifloaaoo. 

Suggestions Offered . Moaa. fMpaartj Ofvotro to be in v«ry «nlifiad> 
aabitioiio saA kaowlodgoablo ataiaUtanittOB. UM ftetHcra at (OA Isoaosgr 1« 
prodiotod 00 good. 

(signed) 

' 
Special Problems : Air polluUcm hGm at.eel iDIWJV'J eubated 1-, 
th rt.,y <llio liver. AJlflthy of the loeal citizens aeei:ns to ,o1nt tG Pl1'81• 
cal eat l woa1on aeeoJ'din, '\o Mm-. Be:lbel. Local. QJ!'dtnaae la 
aot p,eteoti•• with regard to hi torio atpit1oanoe. 

Suggestions Offered : None. PJ,operty appears to 'be in ,ery qual1tied, 
ambit! •• lalovledg bl.e a4mlaiatrat1cm. Tbe f\ltue t Old ~ is 
pred1oW as good. 

2 



South aide of Feast Hall in 
foreground with Tailor Shop, 
Store, nd Hou.a B, respec­
tively, in the background. 
State Route 65 and Ohio River 
beyond House B. 

Plaque mounted at aouthesst 
comer of Feest Hall. 

Front of The Great House along 
Church Street as seen from 
intersection at Fourteenth 
Street. S 11 white building 

t xtrem left i Summer 
Kitchen., 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 
AND NATURAL LANÎ fARKS 

QU 

Date of v i s i t M y aJi, i f H 

Vis i t ed by 

Received by 
(name) 

Condition* fh« gmmntBi tWMitwroo, inA teaiaUaii osntlaai to bo i lotrtnoi la 
—olltHt osaditiMi. AfproKlMtiAjr $150,000 i t cftilaMLo for aanul oporallMi 
of tlM iNBirtar* 

9M MnuQlnaU lUtoviooi wA HMOWI fl—rtMian did not ooqpiro oddtttanol 
BanmHol froprtgr i v i a f tlw yoat too yooro fsr oidltloii to OU l i imiy . im o 
fOMKlti tiM $100,000 jNfloMQlar aivail«lilo far fooaaatriiitian on tte prapaiad 
MVtlAtiaBi «aa $ | i« i at yaito otter ttea OQldl laamiy aai la aa laagar amUiM^. 

OUI toaaoMr ia looatoA at tte iatoroooUon of lirtti and Oterali Staraotf. 

Operation** Faai-tiBo aajJiigriia nwdiar Xl (2 aMaiotMieiva, $ latoryrotlvo. 
3 aiwu'ity, mA 0 aotataaanoo), Twa • — i r ana ivoas ««r« radnood to ano (1) 
ia m o aa* aaao ia i m ^ 

Qao "Owater of Maoatiaa" ia paiA fcgr tte lanmiU teaooiatoa, S M . * far 
«t OMlaaaiHr % tOX dagra gar aaali yaar t—ii . 8te diroota okiaAargarlaa 
fMtna ia »aii»ar, a aia mtimmiimmm wmBtm ia Uamxr Wt»Ktwr» 
a kMi, 5tli| aa« 6tk pragraa ia I M i and Ayril. Ihia ia a HAm 2 dagrt for 
naaky 11̂ 16 atadaata par digr ia ooatwo aafagiag la aotivitioa aa a lanMaiat 
ia«i««gr aliilA of lOjO. A toaAoro osiaatatiaa kit tea teaa |««lidlio4. 

fiiitaUwi oaatlaaaa to iaoraaao aowMllji 1969 • 63,li$3 (faaana aaA graq^ yaU 
adHlnlan • H^m mA aatetfl tfldliraa • X8,6tl)| m o • 87, 9«i IfoiA 
a i i M a a • ia ,nS mA atiw^ aldUraa - t7,0t0). 

MAtAmlm Hm otergaA aiaoo I96$t rata U aot tgr taugpiTaaU EatoriotfL 
*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings (Oootlaasd OB BaOjCt pOga) 
**Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff, 

use, location of plaques and certificates, etc. 

REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
~·- · AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

Olileoa ... 

I 

Date of visit .., lit., 1m 
Visited by llettf '• ¥tncn 

(name) 

Received by lrlt hat. 
(name) 

, _ _....,... ... ~ - 11JMD~11!1-m11t,L...-__ , All ♦lbamt: •rt,e• D DI 
(title) - (otfice) 

, avaw• • ,,. n\lr7 
(title) 

,0,4~ 
(off ce) 

Condition* Ille ...... , .......... , ... ~ .. u... to N MiaWDIC ia .....U•' _.Ma. .AppNdllatelT tl.S0,000 1• a"nllabl• tor annul .,..._ ., .. ,...,.... 
!be flllutl.Ylllla anw1ul _. ...._ OCIIIIINlaD a.. ao, -.q.tn adlllUon&l .._._an....,..., ...-snc-. pu\ wo JMN tor ....,"- t.o 014 ....,. .u a 
""1,\ tbt .)00,000 ~ ....uule tor ~ CIID tile pNplN4 
.;Lu.a. wu .,,., . n ,-- 01►.ller uaa Gl.4 ..._, at 1• no i...- &'flt.lale. 

014 lea ... ., 1• _looated n tile.~- ot lJatb •• Cllmnh' 8'1'MW. 

Operatio~ hll•U. ~ a.._ 18 (2 ~n, S ia~ft 
J ··••t'T, _,. I ..s.. ..... ,. ho • r 4111p1..,.. WN " ..... t.e - (1S 
ia1'10aadMM&al'71. 

Gae "Cvat.or •t lcluattea• u pa1.4 "7-. llulllll1o ....s.aw, iao., ,_. NnleN 
-at 014 II•- 3 NJ. dip,- --~ ...._ 1M df.rHu • ldMffl_.. 
ptll'III Sa llti t•~ a •~••f----• ---• 111 Jane17 _. ,...._,, _,. 
a Js\11, Stll1 _. 6tla Pftll'III ill llanla .c April. !Id.a le a "Ll• Jn• 2 ..,. per 
_., l.Jt-16 .....__ ,_. .., SD ...... anpctn1 ill anl'fl\S.M u a ~ 
looln7 old.14 ot 18)0. .l '\ealllen ol'i.•-.U. Id.\ ha8 bee pllbliabeC. 

Ylat.kU• omttD ... to ~ - 8DlluJ..11'a 1'6J • 63,kSJ (...-,.1. an4 pnp paid 
........_ • 11,,e7 _. 1o11oo1 o)dJ. ... • 11,611 J 1970 • 87, 9IJa l,wl 
....... • Jd,9'S -· IUOol tldl ... • 17,0IO • · -

tatl81.oa ,._ __..., nue 19651 ra'\e 1a • '7 Penutl.Ymia anor1ea1. • 
*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings (~OD~ paae) 

.,..Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff, 
use, location of plaques and certificates, etc. 



Special Problems I fvmut SBOO of oiT yll i t taw frsM tte aoax^ atotfl ia*iat>T 
mA tiaifflotaat aaaiag ardlwinoa to protoat klatorio oifidyfiaaBoo* loaaiNKf, 
tkteidag aatd aaanaiHHi of tte XooidL poafte ia iagwifviag*' OMTO ia a aaalX oava 
• f pioyiLo aad otMMiMtiaaa tvylag to wooaraga faraatiia of aa IdJtario diaWiat: 
aAJaoaat to OU 

Iteaffiaiaat ataff to teailo tte T1 att at laa. oaaaaially tte aateol araaao* 
MliMato ia aa tiftaBtOii* teXp proTljdad Igr tte Bavwaia teoaoiidiiaji S M * tei aa 

Suggestions Offered , g«M. Kroporlgr appoart to te vaay tell adMaiatoraA. 
IMara st oU laaaair te Mt l i te l r te datiJao. 

0l>Ug1Wo(0aatiaaoA)t teaoM Ci—ilaslaiii #*50 gaasral atetaalaa, te*l$ adteiilad 
gvaipi, ao ateiia fte ahildroa wdar 12. 

ffiiaiaatiawa inalada a aaaaiottor aaaftkljr (10 Matte par yaar) Unr paat 1^ piavft 

' aaijit ailidaa aold at tAA teodiar Stoto te tim teiMMiio laaoalirlaa_ Xao* fteffcte' 
tea fah*iaEViiatodl' ia tte opantiaa of OSLdi ~ 

(signed) 
Oaataf F. UltMa 

J. 

Special Problems• r..... ~ of at.,, ,.µ...u.a ,..._ tM ...._. tMtl ~ 
• .....,,..._, ._.. _... ... w ..-n•n ld.nffie atpta..n•11 ..__., . 
...... .. _. ••••--• et * 1Mt.l JINJil• tit "'"""'• ~ tit a -.U -. .,_,. .................. v:,sa, te ....... ,. .... ol - ld.nel'ie ~ ' ., ... _ ........ . 
~ .Wt W ---• t. Yid.U., t9e$1s117 tit IOlleol ...... . a.i, ... tit - ---- Mlp ~ ........ .u•oiattS'J. .... - -,,,,,.,8\'IJtlll\ ...... ,_IUP1fa1. . 

Suggestions Offered 1 .... ...,..._, apJIUI te lie Wl7 ..U ..........._ 
.. ,._. a\ 01i l11a11V le •- liMlJ' te .. llSM • 

......-(..._.), ..... Ctllll.aad.tllJ •• JO 1•1nl ....._, ... JJ ,lllrtdN 

.., ... , M .,,..., , • .U,,. .... 11. 

Wf.eat&•• '111:wtr a ..inter _ _,, (10 llllltu -,- ,..) tor pan IN,_., 
a ........ .GIW9 to 014 IH8IIQ • •• fl, ........... • •• SO, ,...... MA , . •' ...... , .. ..i• at e.4 ·••Ii•· 8'-9 .,. Ille ~ ......... ... ""9ftk · .......... _.ja._.,... ... ., , ........ .. 
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mmsm or XATIQKAI. ET—IRJC , BEIOBT or w m imtt lo 
Old leePMBr 

Sato of Visit April 17̂  1973 

Visltad Jawos R. Zinote Qaasr^ Sapartetandont Wasta« flama Qroiap 
(aaaa) C title} (omia/ 

Boeaivod byt Bapiol B» teitel Curator Old BegawBr 

gcaaditlGos •> Old Eeoaoay, with Ita arehitaotura, green gard«ui and period 
008taMS,1iiist«itl7 oonv^ to i^a visitor tha prMoaea of a dlffnoat nd 
earllar life style. Tha appearsaeo is m j rofzvsMng in tte (Silo Bivar 
ValloT' bttxrienad with tixe s<»lal lag of m Indhaatrlal wumaagr* 

All biilldlj^s atewad adraneod paint dotarioratlon on ^ a axtazior aad 
paintlag should be s^^talad «t an aarlj data. Tha latariors, to a 
lasssr aactant racpilrs repaiating. fha gardms, idiile Just awateolng for 
aprlng, appear to ba In noad of aaoh hand work to aatcli tte ditall of 
tha planning and design layout. 

fte need for additional visitor handling faoilltias (oriantatioB, rastre<Mis, 
paxicLng, etc.) is also avldaat and Garator Saibal has sons aaEeaHMit plaaEis 
for Imd aoquisitlon aad davolopasnt aorlhjr ef a Paonmrlvaaia Historloal 
sad Ifasaaa Goaalffî aB tearing. 

Qgoratlffli * ftia panuaant stsff is 2$ riill<*tljM Mqplfqraas with no ssasooal 
help* Tte epora l̂ng badgot vas $L55«000 in IT 1972 and duriag ttet saas 
year $17,000 was raosl'vvd in aatrsaes faa tovannaa* Soted^o of fMSi 
$.50 for adults aad $.35 t<xe ohUdrwii after July 1, 1973, $*75 for adults 
and $.50 for ehlldran. 

Tte Curator of Edaeatlen is paid by- Earaonia Assoeiatas. Zno. TMs OOO|H 
aratiag asMoiation provides for a largo share ($50,000) of the suooasî Pttl 
opormtioa of Old EecBioqy. 

in axtansive adueatianal/intaxpratlTa program has baan dovelc^ed in ooop-
eratlon with Harmonle Aaaoolatas. A ilv»*in prograa for 5th grade 
students is aponwrad in part 1̂  « $12,(X}0 grmt from the Hational 
fiadoioMat for tte ^oMoiitlas. 

Visitation In 1971 and 1972 was 83,000. Bain sad tba oanoallatioa of ono 
festival in 1972 aoeomtad for tte ateanoo of an inoraasa ia 1972* 

fte plsqoo is diqpl̂ rod on tba Gharcdl Street aids of tte Fasst Ball and 
tte eartlfloato i s dlqplayod in an antaranoa to tho sane buildlag. 

.. 
;: OllmY OF NATIOIAL H1--.,Ric 

}!ID NATmW, LANIIWtKS .. 
. . ,, Ul'ORT or I.AL VISIT TO 

Old Eoon9& 

D te of Visit _ A..,p_,ril__, .. 1 ... 7 • ......_l ... 97_.3 __ 

Conditions - Old Ecomny-, with its architeoture, green gardens and period 
cost s, instantly convey to th visitor th presence of a ditt nt d 
arlier life style. The appearance is very refreshing in the Ohio River 

Valley burdened with the social lag of an industrial economy. 

All buildings bowed advanced p int d terioration on ih exterior and 
painting should be scheduled at an early d te . The interiors, to a 
le er ext t r quire repainting. The gard ns, while just awakening for 
spring, appear to be inned of mo.ch hand work to match the d•tail of 
the planning and design layout. 

'l'he n ed for aflditional. visitor handling faoilitie (ori ntation, restroo , 
parking, ete . ) is also evident and Curator Reibel bas s xeellent plans 
for 1 d acquisition and d velopment wrth)" of a Pennqlvania Riatorica1. 
and Mus Commi. sion hearing . 

re rations - The permanent staff is 2$ .tul.l•time emplo~ es w1 th no asonal 
·e1p. TJie operating budget was lSS,000 in FY 1972 and during that ame 
year $17,000 was rec ive in entranc f e nvenues . Schedule ot test 

.50 for adults and $.35 tor children; after July 1, 1973, $. 7S for adults 
and $.So for children. 

Th Curator of Educ tion is paid by Harmonie Asaociat s Inc . Thi coop­
erating association provid s tor a large hare ($SO,OOO) of the suoc ssful 
oper tum of Old Econol'IU". 

An extensive du.cational/ interpretive progr has 'been clwveloped in coop­
er tion with Harmani As ooiates . A liv: - in progr tor Sth grad 
tudents is spon ored in part bl a 12,000 grant from the National 

Endo t for the Humanities . 

Visitation in 19n and 1972 was 8), 000 . Rain and tbs cane llatian ot one 
t stival in 1972 accounted tor the ab enoe of an increase in 1972. 

The plaque is displqed on the Church Street side of tb Fe t Hall and 
the certific :te is displayed in an entrance to the same building. 



Since tha last lnspecti<m a new roof and heat have been added to tha 
granary. This building now serves many purposes, aapaoially in tha 
Interpretive program. 

Hanaonie Aaaoolatas relaoatad an off-site Harmonle building within tha 
stata paoperty. Restoration funds are being sought. 

Special Problana - Air pollution is on tha decrease as pollutl(m abat«annt 
devices are installed at nearby factoriaa. 

Tha Borough of Ambridge has created an Hlttorlc District surrounding Old 
Eoon<»y pattemed after the State Historic Zoning policy. This is 
considered a significant step toward preserving the historic integrity 
of the area. 

Other problaiw Include lack of staff and funds to reach full potential. 
This is common in maiy parks and Old Eoonoay is fortunate to have tha 
Harmonie Association and willing volunteers to fill in the gmpa. 

Sug|aations Offered •> Old Econoay is located in a depressed urban scene. 
A ilistar plan should be developed to guide future land acquisition, 
davelopaant and operation. 

Sino• tha 1 .. t inapeotion a nn root and beat b&ft been added to the 
cranary. Thia bailcUna now ••nw• Ull7 pv.rpo"•, apeoial.17 1n th• 
1nterpretift prop-•• 

Bamani• M80oiatea relaoated 111 ott-aite Barllonie b\11lcling ld.thill the 
state paopert.7. leat.orat1cm funds are bein& soupt. 

tziial Probl•( - ilr pollution 1a on th• deer ... • aa pollution abataent 
o•• an in, al.led at n•arb7 .tactoriea. 

'l'h• BorollCh ot Jabridp bu er.ated 1111 BiMoric Dutri.ot surromding Old 
5ocm019" patterned ~ the tate Historic ZOninC poliq. Thia is 
oonaidend a 1.1p1tl.o1111t step toward pre•"inl the historic integri t7 
ot the area. 

Other probl.au inolwle lack ot atatt 1111d .tund1 to r.aoh tall potantial. 
Thia 1a oow.on 1n ~ para 111d Old loono-., 1a fortunate to haft the 
IU'IIOllie .uaooiation and 1d.lllnc TOl.mt••n to till in the aapa. 

S-t,j.oaJ· OttNd • Old IOODOIV 1• located 1n a deprea1e4.. urban acene. 
A~ta · li1 o:Zd be d9ftloped to pide htux. lad acquilition, 
dnelopllnt and operation. 

2 



i '. W m m J CF HATIONAI HISTORI 
:Sa§ KiTllRAL LANDMARKS 

REPOR. /F BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

OLD ECONOMY •VliJ.AGE 

Date of visit A n r i l 23f 1975 

V i s i t e d by James R. Zinck 
(name) 

and Dan R. Hostler 

General Superintendent Western Pennsylvania Group 

(Utle) " 
Chief, Area Services 

(office) 

Allegheny Portage RR NHS 

(name) 

Recieved by Daniel B. Reibel 

(title) 

(name j 
Curator 

(iitW) 

(office) 

Old Economy V i l B g e 

(office) 

Conditions-)'' o i d Economy i s a r e f r e s h i n g r e s p i t e of h i s t o r y and green i n the h e a v i l y 
i n d u s t r i a l i z e d Ohio River V a l l e y . The pr e s e r v a t i o n of t h i s scene i s worthy of 
the highest p r i o r i t i e s of the Pennsylvania H i s t o r i c a l and Museum Commission. 

The appearance of the e x t e r i o r p a i n t work, r o o f s and b u i l d i n g i n t e r i o r s i s one 
of neglect. I n some cases the b u i l d i n g s have not been painted i n over 10 years. 
The b u i l d i n g s i n t e r i o r are neat and clean and t o a lesser extent so are the 
grounds. 

The s i t e experience concentrated v i s i t o r use on walks, paths, and i n the b u i l d i n g 
i n t e r i o r . Resource damage i s evident i n these areas. Construction of a d d i t i o n a l 
v i s i t o r handling f a c i l i t i e s such as restrooms, parking l o t s and v i s i t o r - o r i e n t a ­
t i o n b u i l d i n g s would a s s i s t i n contrdQLng and e l i m i n a t i n g such use. 

Historic d i s t r i c t zoning surrounding Old Economy has been helpful i n maintaining 
the i n t e g r i t y of the s i t e . 

Operations* 
The s i t e i s s t a f f e d by 14 permanent, 3 pa r t - t i m e and no seasonal eraployeies. The 
loss of 11 f u l l time p o s i t i o n s i n the past two years i s due t o i n s u f f i c i e n t funds. 
The c u r r e n t operation budget i s $200,000, supplemented by $80,000 from the 
cooperating Harmonie A s s o c i a t i o n . The schedule of fees was not r a i s e d as planned 
on J u l y 1, 1973, and remains $0.50 f o r a d u l t s and $0.35 f o r c h i l d r e n under 12. 
Admission fees generate about $17,000 annually. 

V i s i t a t i o n was 82,424 i n 1973 and 79,961 i n 1974. 
caused the 1974 r e d u c t i o n . 

A decrease i n school groups 

Old Economy continues t o o f f e r a v a r i e t y of i n t e r p r e t i v e t ours and a c t i v i t i e s . 
With the support of the Harmonie Associates, 10 d i f f e r e n t t ours are o f f e r e d 
and a r t s , c r a f t s , demonstrations, fests and l i v e - i n school programs are conducted. 

•NOroonds, structure/s, furnishings 
*«Note any change in ownership, sponsoring organisation, operating staff, 
use, location of plaques and certificates, etc. 

REPC!t~ ,IF BIENNI~· vis~;r _Tp 
~4,{_- I__ ,l. . .., 

OLD ECONOMY ¥I-b±.lillE 

Date of visit April 23 , 19 75 

Visited by James R. Zinck General Superintendent 

(title) 
West ern Penn sylvania Group 

(name) (office) 

and Dan R. Hostler Chief, Area Services Allegheny Porta ge RR NHS 

(name) (title) 

Recieved by Danie l B. Reibel Curator 
(title) 

Old Ee onomy VilJs;l.ge 

(office) (name) 

Conditions* Old Economy is a refreshing respite of h i s t ory and green in the heavily 
industrialized Ohio Riv er Va lley . The pre s e rvation of t his scene is worthy of 
the h ighest priorit ies of t h e Pennsylvania His torical and Museum Commission . 

The appearance of t he ext erior paint work, roofs and bui l ding interiors is one 
of neglect . In s ome cases the buildings have not been paint ed in over 10 years . 
The build ings interior are neat a nd cle a n and to a l esser e x t ent so are the 
grou nds. 

The site experience conc entrated visitor use on wal ks, paths , and in t he building 
interior . Resource damage is evident in t hese areas . Cons truction of a dditional 
vis itor handl i ng f acilities such as re strooms , p arking lots and visitor- orienta ­
tion buildings woul d a ssist in controlling and eliminating such use . 

Historic dis trict zoning surrounding Old Economy has been he l pfu l in maintaining 
the in~~grity o f the sit e . 

Operation.,.._ 
The site is s taf fed by 14 permane nt, 3 part-time and no seasona l emp loyee s . Th e 
los s of 11 ful l time p o s itions in t he p ast two year s i s due to insufficient funds. 
The current operation b udge t is $200 ,000, suppl e.mented by $80 , 000 from t he 
coopera ting Harmonie As socia tion. The schedul e of fees wa s not raised as planned 
on July 1, 1973, and remains $0.50 for a dults a n d $0.35 for chi l dren under 1 2 . 
Admission fees g enerate a bout $17, 000 annually . 

Visitation was 82,42 4 in 19 73 and 79,961 in 1 9 74 . A de crease in s chool groups 
cau sed the 1974 reduc t i on. 

Ol d Economy cont inues t o offer a variety of i nterp r e t ive tours and activities. 
With the support of t h e Harmonie Associates, 10 differen t tours are offered 
a n d arts, crafts , demonstra t i ons, fests and live-in school programs are conducted . 

.Orounde, structure/a, fumishinge 
-H-Note any change in ownership, sponsoring organisation, operating staff, 
uae, location of plaques and certificates, etc. 



Operations (continued) 

The plaque i s displayed on the Church Street side of the Feast Hall and the 
c e r t i f i c a t e i s displayed i n the main hallway of the same building. 

A Decoration Arts exhibit i s being developed on the second f l o o r of the 
Great House with $40,000 from private donations. 

The v i s i t o r center complex and parking f a c i l i t y costing $2,000,000 and 
additional h i s t o r i c sites acquisition valued at $1,500,000are scheduled i n 
1977. 

The h i s t o r i c Harmonist house moved by the Harmonie Associates several years 
ago remains unrestored due to a lack of funds. 

Three pxiblications have been printed since 1973: "A Manual for Guides, 
Docentsi>i Hostesses, and Volunteers of Old Economy"','150 years of q u i l t s " , 
a "Bibliography of Items related to the Harmony Society with special 
reference to Old Economy." 

Special Problems 

The lack of funds and the required reduction of 11 s t a f f positions have 
seriously reduced the site's a b i l i t y to cope with the tremendous maintenance 
and operational burdens present. The maintenance s t a f f has been reduced to 
two for 17 buildings and the Harmonie Associates have undertaken painting one 
building a year. 

Vandalism i n a minor probleit^ however, a f i r e cracker burned a small hole i n 
an h i s t o r i c roof recently. Tree trimming and priming are also needed. 

Suggestions Offered 

Curator Reibel operates a very dynamic program and seeks to amke the most 
of his resources. He i s to be commended for his e f f o r t s to obtain donated 
funds to assist with his worthwhile programs. 

The budget of the park should be increased to permit the employment of a 
f u l l s t a f f and provide f o r an increased standard of maintenance by the 
Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission. 

A Master Plan should be developed fo r Old Economy to serve a basis f o r 
preservation and development. 

.... 

Operations (continued) 

The plaque is displayed on the Church Street side of the Feast Hall and the 

certificate is displayed in the main hallway of the same building. 

A Decoration Arts exhibit is being developed on the second floor of the 
Great House with $40,000 £romprivate donations. 

The visitor center complex and parking facility costing $2,000,000 and 

additional historic sites acquisition valued at $1,500,000are scheduled in 
1977. 

The historic Harmonist house moved by the Harmonie Associates several years 
ago remains unrestored due to a Ja8k of funds. 

Three publications have been printed since 1973: "A Manual for Guides, 

Docentsljl Hostesses, and Volunteers of Old Economy"~'l50 years of quilts", 

a "Bibliography of Items related to the Harmony Society with special 
reference to Old Economy." 

Special Problems 

The lack of funds and the required reduction of 11 staff positions have 

seriously reduced the site's ability to cope with the tremendous maintenance 

and operational burdens present. The maintenance staff has been reduced to 

two for 17 buildings and the Harmonie Associates have undertaken painting one 

building a year. 

Vandalism is a minor pr,oble~ however, a fire cracker burned a small hole in 

an historic roof recently. Tree trimming and pruming are also needed. 

Suggestions Offered 

Cur1tor Reibel operates a very dynamic program and seeks to amke the most 

of his resources. He is to be commended for his efforts to obtain donated 

funds to assist with his worthwhile programs. 

The budget of the park should be increased to permit the employment of a 

full staff and provide for an increased standard of maintenance by the 

Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission. 

A Master Plan should be developed for Old Economy to serve a basis for 

preservation and development. 



OLD ECONOMY 
THIRD AND LAsT HoME OF THE HARMONY Soc1ETY 

TIME SEEMS to stand still at Old Economy, 
where seventeen structures of this third and 
final home of the Harmony Society have 

been preserved as a historical property admin­
istered by the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission in Ambridge, Beaver 
County. Within the Great House, the Music Hall, 
and the other buildings of the State-owned prop­
erty, the visitor can sense the living spirit of a 
remarkable past. Here is not only the relic of 
in interesting experiment in communal living 
and industry, but a fascinating museum of the 
domestic manufactures of the early nineteenth 
century. The feeling of the past which pervades 
the buildings and grounds is heightened by the 

contrast with the industrial town of Ambridge 
which surrounds them. 

The beginnings of the religious movement 
which culminated in the Harmony Society were 
in the small kingdom of Wurtemberg in Southern 
Germany. There George Rapp, a lay preacher of 
peasant origin, gathered a goodly band of fol­
lowers by his teachings, which stemmed from the 
German Pietist movement. Pietism, like the 
Methodist movement in England, was essentially 
a revolt against the skeptical rationalism of the 
eighteenth century. Encountering hostility and 
intolerance in their native land, Rapp and his 
followers resolved to migrate to America where 

OLD ECONOMY, AMBRIDGE, BEAVER COUNTY 1 



they would be free to carry their doctrines into 
practice. 

In 1803 Rapp sold his property in Wurtem­
berg and took ship for Baltimore in order to 
find a suitable place for settlement in the New 
World. His affairs in Germany were left in the 
hands of his capable young assistant, Frederick 
Reichert, who followed him to America in 1804. 
More than .five hundred of his followers crossed 
the ocean in that year. Their first settlement was 
on a tract of five thousand acres on the bank of 
Connoquenessing Creek in southwestern Butler 
County, Pennsylvania. The colony was named 
"Harmonie'' or "Harmony," in recognition of 
tii»e virtue which they thought most essential to 
their success. It was here that the Harmony 
Society was formaUy organized on February ly. 
1805. 

George Rapp, later called Father Rapp by his 
disciples,, was chosen head of the Society, and 
Frederick Reichert was named financial agent. 
(Later, Frederick was adopted by Father Rapp.) 
By their covenant the members agreed to turn 
over to Rapp and his Associates all their real 
and personal property for community use and 
benefit, and to abide by all the rules and regula­
tions of the Society. In return, they were to re­
ceive church privileges and school instruction, 
and all the necessities of life, whether well or 
sick, whether aged or odierwise unable to work, 
ancj whether as children they were offspring of 
living or deceased members. 

After ten prosperous years at Harmony, the 
Harmonists sold their land; buildings, and im­
provements for $100,000, and migrated to a 
27,000-acre tract along the Wal*ish River in 
Indiana in 1814 and 1813. Here they founded 
another Harmony. Malaria, was then prevalent 
in that region, and later the disappearance of 
specie sadly restricted the market for their services 
and products, yet they prospered in an era of, 
national depression. T h ^ completed a decade at 
Harmony^ Indiana, thep in 1825 sold their estate 
for 1190,000 to Robert Owen, the English social 
theorist. 

In 1824, George Rapp, with a group of pio­
neers, rrturned to Permsylvania, and founded the 
town of Economy. FreiiftB^f Reichert Rapp, with 
the map body, arrived the following year. This 
third slttlement was named fronx..the Gerinan 
"Oekonomie," m«miog the science and practice 
of econoQiics. It was located on a tract of three 

thousand acres extending five miles along the 
Ohio River and one mile inland, eighteen miles 
north of Pittsburgh. Building again, they soon 
established another thriving community, whose 
agricultural and manufactured products found a 
ready market in the Pittsburgh region. The 
wealth accumulated by the Society played no 
small part in the industrial development of the 
region, for they were ready to invest in likely . 
enterprises. 

The Harmonists were skilled craftsmen and 
expert farmers. The amazing prosperity of the 
Harmony Society was due to the ability of 
Frederick Reichert Rapp, their financial agent, 
and to the skill of the Society's craftsmen—car­
penters, blacksmiths, wagon-makers, weavers, 
tailors, and coopers. Their land was a model for 
thrift and productiveness. The broadcloth, mus­
lin, satin, and velvet woven at Economy were 
thought better than any Eastern product. Economy 
was known as the pioneer American silk center 
in the 1830's and 40's. This high-grade crafts­
manship built up a lucrative trade. At one time 
the Harmony Society owned property worth 
$2,000,000. 

Decline followed the death of Father Rapp. 
Many causes have been assigned for this decline, 
including: the adoption of celibacy; excessive 
generosity; some unwise investments; and the fact 
that the community gradually became one sus­
tained by outside investments rather than by its 
own labors. Celibacy was gradually introduced 
about 1807; it was never a part of the Society 
regulations, and there were no vows thereto; but 
it became a custom which greatly restricted any 
natural increase within the community. The 
adoption of children and the reception of new 
members could not overcome the loss through 
death and withdrawal. In 1894 there were only 
eighteen members living, and only two remained 
when the Society was dissolved in 1905. 

The Society every now and then was involved 
in litigation, generally through the efforts of 
wbuld-be-heirs of former members. In 1893 there 
began a series of law suits which troubled the 
last years of the Hamjony Society. Attempts 
made by so-called heirs to lay claim to a share 
in the Society's property, and damage suits, were 
stimulated by the exaggerated popular conception 
of the wealth of the Society. All these attacks 
were met successfully, but even the Society's dis­
solution ili 1905 did not stop the litigation. In 
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·the virtue which they tliought most -essential t<> and to the skilL of.the Society'.s craft_smen-;ear-
their succ;ess. It was. here ·. th_at the . Ha:rm~ny ·-,, -pente~s, 'blacksrrtiths, .. wagori~makers, · weavers, 

. Satiety was formally .organized on February 1-5. . tailors, and coopers; Their land was a model for 
.1805. · · ·. .. . .. . .·. · · . . .· . . thdft and prQductiveness: The , broadcloth, mus-

. George R,app~·. litet, q11l~d . F~thet Rapp by his lin, satin, and velvet woven . at Economy were 
disc_iples,: was chosefr. head of the Society; .. and- , thought better th;m any Eastern product . .Economy 
Freqerick Reichert . was named financial . agent. . . was · known as the pioneer American silk center 
(-Later, -Frederick was adopted by Father Rapp,) . iri _the 1830's at'ld_ 40's.· This high~grade crafts­
Bf their, covenant ·: the: members· agree<i to . turn ' manship built up a -lucrative _trade. At one time 
ov:er . to Rapr· and' his. Associates ,al_l_ their ' real the Harmony Society owned property ' worth 
and persona pro~tty for EOmmumty use and $2,000,000. ·· • · 
~nefit, and to a~ide by all'the rules and ~egula- Decline followed the death of Father Rapp; 
ti~Iis of the So<:i_ety. In return, ther ~etc-; to_ te- Many causes have beeri ass~gned for this dec::line, 
cefve- church , pr\vile~ an~ schooL .. 1astru.ct101;1; ·· including: the adoption of celibacy; excessive . 
_an~ ill· the 1 necessities · o~ lif~, whetl!~r. . well o(. 'generosity; some unwise investments; and the fact 
sick, whether aged. dr · ot~erw1se u~able to. ~ork, . that the community gradually became one sus~ 
anq whether as children they were' offspring of tained by" outside investments rather· than -by its 
livjng or deceased members. .. own labors. Celibacy was graduaily introduced . 

After ten prosperous years at Harm'ony, the about 1807; it -was never a part of the Society · 
Har.monists sold their land; buildings, and iin- regulations, and there we~e no vows thereto; but 
· provements: for $100,000, and migrated to a it .became a,' custom which greatly restricted any 
27,000-acre tract along the Wabash River in · natural increase . within· the community. The 

:· Indiana in 1814 and 1815. Here they founded adoption of children and the reception of new 
another Harmony. Malaria. was th.en prev~lent members could not overcome the loss through 
in that region, and later the disappearance of death and withdr~wal. In 1894 there were only 

>, specie sadly restricted the market for their services eighteen members living; and only two .remained 
and products, yet they ·prospered io an era of . · when the Society was dissolved in 1905. 
national dep.re~sion. Ther :compl~ed a d~ade at The Society every now and then was involved 

. Harmony, Indiana, the(} m 1825 sold th~ir es~te in litigation, generally through the efforts of 
. for $190,000 to Robert Owen, the English social would-be-heirs of former members. In 1893 there 
. theorist. . . . · · . . began a seties of law suits which troubled the 

In _ 18241 George Rapp, with a group 'of pio- last years of the Harll)ony · Society. Attempts 
rieers, returned to ·Pe(lttsylvania, and founded the made by so-called heirs to lay claim to a share 
town of Economy. FredffJ~ '. Reithert Rapp, with .. in the Society·~ property, and dam~ge suits, were 
th~ ~aw, body, . arrived the following . year, This stimulated by the exaggera~ed popular conception 
third · seltlement was named from_Jhe Gertnan · of the wealth of the Society. All these attacks 
''Oekonomie;'' meaning the scien~e and practice · were met successfully, but even the Society's dis-

. of economics. It was located on a tract of three sol1,.1tion in 1905 did not stop the litigation. In 
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1910, the Cemmonwealth began escheat pro-' 
ceedings, which were eventually settled by an 
Act of the General Assembly and jury findings 
in the Beaver County court in 1916. By this final 
settlement, the Commonwealth received title to 
the Great House block and to. that half of the 
adjoining block on which the Music Hall is 
situated. In 1919 this property was placed under 
the administration of the Historical Commission. 

The two city blocks belonging to the Common­
wealth contain some of the principal buildings 
of the Harmony Society, including seventeen 
structures. The Great House is a thirty-five room 
structure of hand-made red brick. Originally two . 
separate homes for Father Rapp and Frederick-., 
Reichert Rapp, and connected by a one-story wing 
prior tO'1832, there are some clashes in architec­
tural style, but as a whole the Great House is 
impressive and harmonious. The large, square, 
high-ceilinged rooms, amply provided with win­
dows and fireplaces, are comfortable and inviting; 
and with their furniture and equipment, which is 
gradually being restored and'arranged, the Great 
House well.illustrates the cultured, industrious life 
of the Society's leaderŝ . • 

Behind the Great House are the beautiful Com­
munity Gardens, extending to the river road. Once 
planted with many varieties of flowers and trees, 
its shaded lawns are still a serene and tranquil 
spot; the work of restoration wil l add greatly to 
the beauty of. this park. In the center of the 
Gardens is a pavilion or. garden temple, with a 
fish-pond surrounding it like a moat. Off to one 
side is the Grotto, perhaps the most unusual struc-, 
ture - on the property. , Built of rough stone 
boulders, having a beautiful interior, it was in­
tended to symbolize the ideal individual, who— 
no matter how rough and homely he might be 
on the outside—should be beautiful within. 

The Music Hall, or Feast Hall, is a large three-
story building, of which the beautiful Colonial 
doorway is a remarkable architectural, detail. The 
large hall on the second floor was used for 

Open daily 10' A. M.—5 P 
CURATOR: Lawrence Thurman 
Telephone: AMbridge 6-4500 • , . , 'f, ' •. 
Address: Old Economy, Ambridge, -Pennsylyania^^U 

general asserriblies and for the three annual' 
feasts. The seven rooms oh the first floor were 
formerly \used . by the band and orchestra, by the 
printing establishment, for supplies, and to house • 
the museum. 

In the ~ sarne.. block are two dwellings of the . 
type used by ofdihary..members of the Society, 
Like the eighty others which were once included 
in the community, each had its yard with garden 
and outbuilding containing workshop, quarters • 
for the cowi and chickens, and. storage space for 

•stove wood and hay! The arrangement of the 
interiors is very similar. There are also a great 
five-storied granary with hand-timbered first' 
floor, a store, I post office and apothecary shop, 
the tailor and shoe shop with an impressive stone- ' 
vaulted wine cellar beneath it, the cabinet shop 
where the fine woodworking was done, and thê  
community kitchen which was used to prepare 
the feasts. The cemetery is located on the same 
street but several blocks away - from the main 
property. , ' • . ' 

The work of restoration has been a long, and . 
arduous process, and the end is riot yet in sight. 
The Commission had the co-operation of the 
General State Authority in carrying out the initial 
stages of its program. Late nineteenth'Tcentury 
alterations to the buildings are to be removed, 
and many ' repairs must be made. Landscape 
architects will attempt to restore the gardens and 
grounds to their appearance in Harmony Society ' 
days. 

Much remains to be done, but. even today, the 
visitor cannot but feel that he is entering another 
day and age when ways of living were far dif­
ferent from his own: There is cause for wonder 
in the strength and aspiration of these people 
who fixed their eyes on Heaven and built a 
Utopia on earth. Ih any case, their aspiring faith, 
their industrious lives, arid their coritributions ,to • 
the economic development of Western Pennsyl­
vania deserve remembrance.' • • , - .. • • ' 
M . Guided tours available. . 

Published by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission; Harrisburg,' 
• , . ' . . . 1954. • " • • . 
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OLD ECONOMY 
United States 

Department of the Interior 

National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

Ambridge, PENNSLYVANIA 

THE NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 

Of the many religiously inspired Utopian experiments 
in the United States during the 19th century, the 
Harmony Society's settlement at Economy in Pennsyl­
vania was one of the most successful. Now restored 
by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Economy 
reflects the zeal and productiveness of the followers 
of the remarkable leader, George Rapp. 

Rapp, who was born on October 28, 1757, in Wur­
temberg, Germany, inspired the formation of the 
"Rappites" and remained their patriarch until his 
death on August 7, 1847. He became convinced that the 
state church in his native land did not reflect the 
teachings of Christ and began to spread his ideas. As 
his influence grew, so did persecution. Thus it was 
that in 1803 he travelled to America to find a place for 
a Rappite settlement. 

Rapp found an area to his liking in Butler County, 
Pennsylvania; and, in 1804, his adherents in Germany 
came to the United States, establishing a community 
which they called Harmony. On February 15, 1805, the 
group was organized as the Harmony Society, and a 
written constitution was adopted. In form the Societj' 
was a communitarian theocracy, with Rapp as its 
leader. Although not originally a part of the Rappii.e 
theology, the Society adopted the practice of celibacy 
in 1807. Thus it doomed itself to eventual extinction. 

Although the Society was economically quite success­
ful , the Rappites became dissatisfied with their location 
and sold Harmony in 1814. They then moved to Posey 
County, Indiana, where they founded a second settle­
ment, which also was called Harmony. This settlement 
became a thriving agricultural and commercial center. 
However, in 1824 the Rappites sold Harmony to Robert 
Owen, who renamed it New Harmony and attempted to 
establish a secular Utopian colony there. 

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of land in 
Beaver County, Pennsylvania. There they erected a 
third village, which they named Economy. Primarily 
an industrial community. Economy became wealthy 
through its manufactures and its use of labor-saving 
machinery. Although the Society remained affluent, its 
numbers had greatly declined by the 1860's. Gradually 
all the factories were closed down, and in 1902-03, the 
Society sold most of its land, retaining only three 
blocks. Finally, in 1905, the Society was dissolved. 

In 1915 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania acquired 
one and one-half blocks of Economy. This area, which 
includes 17 of the original Society buildings, is admin­
istered by the State as a state historical site and is 
o"en to the public. Today, Old Economy is a part of the 
town of Ambridge, which is located in Beaver County. 
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The Village of Economy »35 

Fio. 3. Map of Economy, Pa., 1858. (Harmony Society Archives.) 

ecy was used as a decorative element throughout 
Harmonist crafts and architecture. 

During the formative years in Germany, Fred­
erick Reichert became Rapp's assistant, and later 
George Rapp adopted Frederick as his son. 
Through a lifetime of harmoniously shared lead­
ership, these two men were completely com­
plementary: the one a spiritual leader, the other 
in charge of secular matters within the com­
munity and in the world outride. Frederick 
Rapp was trained as a stone mason and was in 
addition a talented painter with a deep interest 
in music and art. iiecause of his managerial abil­
ity and knowledge of industrial design, he is gen­
erally credited with directing the construction, 
if not actually designing the society's buildings 
and mechanical facilities. 

After more than ten years of difficulties with 
church and state authorities, the Rapps decided 
to act. George Rapp went to America to seek a 
site for a proposed new home, while Frederick 
Rapp grappled with the difficult problem of ar­

ranging for the emigration of five hundred fol­
lowers. On February 15, 1805, the new arrivals 
from Germany settled on the undeveloped land 
George Rapp had purchased on the Connoque­
nessing River, Butler County, Pennsylvania, 
where they signed the "Articles of Association of 
the Harmony Society." These articles were a con­
tract between the signers and George Rapp and 
his associates. The signers agreed to give all their 
property for the common use of the society, to 
obey all rules and regulations of the community, 
to labor faithfully for the welfare of the group, 
and to demand no reward for their labor and 
services should they desire to withdraw. George 
Rapp and associates in return agreed to adopt 
the subscribers as members of the society with 
all privileges of church and school, to supply 
them with all the necessaries of life in sickness 
and in health, to provide for their families after 
death, and to return to those withdrawing from 
the society either the value of property con­
tributed or a sum of money for those who gave 
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ecy was used as a decorative element throughout 
Harmonist crafts and architecture. 

During the formative years in Germany, Fred­
erick Reichert became Rapp's assistant, and later 
George Rapp adopted Frederick as his son. 
Through a lifetime of harmoniously shared lead­
ership, these two men were completely com­
plementary: the one a spiritual leader, the other 
in charge of secular matters within the com­
munity and in the world outside. Frederick 

) Rapp was trained as a stone mason and was in 
( addition a talented painter with a deep interest 
'f in music and art. Because of his managerial abil­

ity and knowledge of industrial design, he is gen­
erally credited with directing the construction, 
if not actually designing the society's buildings 
and mechanical facilities. 

After more than ten years of difficulties with 
church and state authorities, the Rapps decided 
to act. George Rapp went to America to seek a 
site for a proposed new home, while Frederick 
Rapp grappled with the difficult problem of ar-

i:anging for the emigration of five hundred fol- (} 
lowers. On February 15, 1805, the new arrivals ~ 
from Germany settled on the undeveloped land 
George Rapp had purchased on the Connoque­
nessing River, Butler County, Pennsylva~ia, 
where they signed the "Articles of Association of 
the Harmony Society." These articles were a con-
tract between the signers and George Rapp and 
his associates. The signers agreed to give all their 
property for the common use of the society, to 
obey all rules and regulations of the community, 
to labor faithfully for the welfare of the group, 
and to demand no reward for their labor and 
services should they desire to withdraw. George 
Rapp and associates in return agreed to adopt 
the subscribers as members of the society with 
all privileges of church and school, to supply 
them with all the necessaries of life in sickness 
and in health, to provide for their families after 
death, and to return to those withdrawing from 
the society either the value of property con­
tributed or a sum of money for those who gave 
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western Germany, Rapp preached against the 
formalities of established religion. He defied the 
church authorities by saying, "I am a prophet 
and am called to be one," and his example and 
teaching attracted many followers in the district 
of Wurttemberg who shared in the desire to re­
turn to a simple, direct faith.* With the Har­
monists' emphasis on an immediate personal re­
ligion was interwoven a mystical preoccupation 

with the prophecies of the book of Revelation, 
which established in their minds a certainty that 
Christ would return to the earth in their time. 
Luther's translation of Micah 4:8, "Unto you 
will come the golden rose," held a special mean­
ing to the Harmonists; to them the rose was a 
symbol of the life of harmony and brotherly love 
to which they aspired. "In hymn and prayer the 
rose is the Divine Word made Incarnate; it is 
the Messianic Rose,"' and the rose of the proph-

* Karl J. R. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1965), 
pp. 9. 15, 17. Amdt's work is the standard source for the 
history of the Harmonists, and unless otherwise indicated, 
material in the section dealing with the history of the so­
ciety is largely based on Amdt's interpretation. 

3 Hilda Adam Kring, "The HarmonisU. A Folk—Cul­
tural Approach" (paper presented to the faculty of the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of 
Pennsylvania, 1969), pp. is, 55, in the author's possession. 
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western Germany, Rapp preached against the 
formalities of established religion. He defied the 
church authorities by saying, "I am a prophet 
and am called to be one," and his example and 
teaching attracted many followers in the district 
of Wiirttemberg who shared in the desire to re­
turn to a simple, direct faith. 2 With the Har­
monists' emphasis on an immediate personal re­
ligion was interwoven a mystical preoccupation 

2 Karl J. R. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1g65) , 
pp. 9, 15, 17. Arndt's work is the standard source for the 
history of the Hannonists, and unless otherwise indicated, 
material in the section dealing with the history of the so• 
ciety is largely baaed on Arndt"s interpretation. 
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will come the golden rose," held a special mean­
ing to the Harmonists; to them the r~ was a 
symbol of the life of harmony and brotherly love 
to which they aspired. "In hymn and prayer the 
rose is the Divine Word made Incarnate; it is 
the Messianic Rose,"3 and the rose of the proph-
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V i s i t Colorful B e a v e r County 

OLD ECONOMY 

The economy was not that of w/ealth 
but of the method of life that these 
people practiced. This way of life was 
that of tirotherhood. If one had more than 
one's brother had one would not have 
perfect brotherhood; hence all goods 
were shared in common: ekonomie. They 
also practiced celibacy. They expected 
the world to end and that they would 
continue their earthly existence in a new 
world—heaven. Economy then became an 
anticipation of the heavenly home they 
expected to occupy in the near future. 

Old Economy was their third home. 
The Harmony Society was organized at 
Harmony, Pa. in 1805 among the German 
followers of George Rapp (1757-1847). 
In 1814-15 they moved to their new town 
in Indiana, also called Harmony. In 1824-
25 they returned to Pennsylvania and 
built Economy. Their wealth was based 
on the production of cloth of all kinds. 
Later they went into industry and financ­
ed such things as railroads, oil wells, 
new towns, and banks. The Society was 
dissolved in 1905. Ambridge was formed 
in 1902 on the land of the Harmony 
Society. 

The museum portion of Old Economy 
is the center of the town of Economy. It 
was the industrial, commercial, religious, 
and governmental portion of the village. 
Except for the use of bricks it resembles 
a German village of its day. No matter 
how secular their use, all buildings had a 
religious purpose. 

The Feast Hall was the building in 
which the large religious feasts of the 
community were held. These occurred on 
various religious and secular holidays 
and were celebrated by the whole com­
munity. The large hall or saal, can hold 
almost 1,000 people. The building held 
the Harmonist museum and their adult 
school and printing press. Behind it is 
the Feast Kitchen. 

On the main street are the Tailor's 
Shop and the Store. The Tailor's Shop 
sits on a large vaulted wine cellar and 
these people were famous for their wine. 
This building also held the shops of the 
shoemaker, the hatmaker, and the bar­
ber. The Store was where the goods of 
the Society were sold and where most of 
the commercial transactions were carried 
out. In their heyday (1825-1855), the 
Society sold over $100,000 worth of 
goods a year through the Store. The 
Store also held the doctor's office and 
the apothecary shop. 

The Langenbacher house is a typical 
dwelling. In a society where all things 
were shared in common, even the houses 
were alike. There are at least sixty of 
these houses still surrounding the Muse­
um. However, George Rapp's House, the 
Great House, was much finer and larger 
than the members' houses, as Father 
Rapp was treated much better by his 
followers. The building has 25 rooms. 
Behind this is the elaborate formal gar­
den, covering more than an acre. 

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator 
Old Economy 

V i s i t Colorful B e a v e r County 

Visit Colorful Beaver County 

OLD ECONOMY 

The economy was not that of wealth 
but of the method of life that these 
people practiced . This way of life was 
that of brotherhood . If one had more than 
one's brother had one would not have 
perfect brotherhood ; hence all goods 
were shared in common : ekonomie. They 
also pract iced celibacy . They expected 
the world to end and that they would 
continue their earthly existence in a new 
world-heaven . Economy then became an 
ant icipation of the heavenly home they 
expected to occupy in the near future . 

Old Economy was their third home. 
The Harmony Society was organized at 
Harmony, Pa . in 1805 among the German 
followers of George Rapp (1757 -1847). 
In 1814-15 they moved to their new town 
in Indiana . also called Harmony. In 1824-
25 they returned to Pennsylvania and 
built Economy. Their wealth was based 
on the production of cloth of all kinds. 
Later they went into industry and financ ­
ed such things as railroads , oil wells , 
new towns. and banks . The Society was 
d issolved in 1905. Ambridge was formed 
in 1902 on the land of the Harmony 
Society. · 

The museum portion of Old Economy 
is the center of the town of Economy. It 
was the industrial, commercial , religious, 
and governmental portion of the village. 
Except for the use of bricks it resembles 
a German village of its day. No matter 
how secular their use, all buildings had a 
religious purpose. 

The Feast Hall was the building in 
which the large religious feasts of the 
community were held. These occurred on 
various religious and secular holidays 
and were celebrated by the whole com­
munity. The large hall or saal, can hold 
almost 1,000 people . The bui ldi ng held 
the Harmonist museum and their adult 
school and printing press . Beh ind it is 
the Feast Kitchen . 

On the ma in street are the Tai lor's 
Shop and the Store. The Tailor's Shop 
sits on a large vaulted wine cel lar and 
these people were famous for t heir wine. 
This building also held the shops of the 
shoemaker, the hatmaker, and the bar­
ber. The Store was where the goods of 
the Society were sold and where most of 
the commercial transactions were carried 
out . In their heyday (1825-1855) , the 
Society sold over $100,000 worth of 
goods a year through the Store. The 
Store also held the doctor's office and 
the apothecary shop. 

The Langenbacher house is a typical 
dwelling. In a society where all things 
were shared in common, even the houses 
were alike. There are at least sixty of 
these houses still surrounding the Muse­
um. However, George Rapp 's House, the 
Great House, was much f iner and larger 
than the members ' houses, as Father 
Rapp was treated much better by his 
followers . The building has 25 rooms. 
Behind this is the elaborate formal gar­
den, covering more than an acre. 

Daniel B. Reibel , Curator 
Old Economy 
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THE OLD ECONOMY FIRE ENGINE — 

The big fire engine on the cover was 
made by the Harmony Society at Econo­
my (now Old Economy, Ambridge) in 
1826. This was to furnish fire protec­
tion to the village they had founded. It 
was the third village they built. They be­
lieved in sharing all goods and property 
and they shared the load—including fire 
fighting. 

In their first home. Harmony, Pa. 
(1804-1815), they purchased a small 
engine from Pat Lyons in Philadelphia. It 
was a "garden sprinkler" type, filled by 
buckets, and was probably capable of no 
more than 125 gallons a minute—and 
probably much less. This engine was so 
simple that in their second home, Har­
mony, Indiana, 1814-1825 (now New 
Harmony) they built their own. This was 
simply a larger version of the Pat Lyons 
engine and probably had no greater capa­
city. 

The third home of the Society (Econo­
my, 1824-1905) also needed protection, 
so in 1826 they built their third engine. 
This was a big double-piston engine, with 
large "brake" arms. As the others, it did 
not have a suction hose. It was filled with 
water from wells on each square by buck­
et brigades. It probably had a capacity 
only a little larger than the one Lyons 
made for them; perhaps as high as 250 
gallons but probably much less. This 
engine still sits in our firehouse. I would 
like to believe it was the first engine in 
Beaver County but am not prepared to 

make this claim. The Society still used 
such rudimentary methods of fire fighting 
as spacing houses well apart. The Feast 
Kitchen was located well away from the 
hall where the food was served. In their 
woolen mill on each floor they had large 
iron tanks which held water to fight fire. 

The woolen mill burned down in 1833 
despite the brave little engine and the 
iron tanks. The woolen mill was a large 
four-story building and it would have 
been impossible for the Harmonists' en­
gine to put a stream on the roof or for it 
to be effective if they did. This fire was 
the only major fire the Society ever had. 

However, they now knew that their 
homemade engines, however well built, 
were not good enough. In 1836 they pur­
chased a small engine from the Ramsey 
Company in Seneca Falls, New York. This 
is a very small engine which is still in our 
collection. It probably did not have as 
large a capacity as the one the Harmony 
Society built in 1826 but it had two 
things which the other did not have. One 
was a suction hose so that it was inde­
pendent of the bucket brigade. The other 
was that it probably could develop 
enough pressure to shoot a stream over 
the church tower—100 feet. This last 
was a test often used in other areas to 
test engines. 

Both of these engines can be seen at 
Old Economy. Old Economy is adminis­
tered by the Pennsylvania (Historical and 
Museum Commission. 

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator 
Old Economy 
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THE OLD ECONOMY FIRE ENGINE -

The big fire engine on the cover was 
made by the Harmony Society at Econo­
my (now Old Economy, Ambridge) in 
1826. This was to furnish fire protec­
tion to the village they had founded. It 
was the third village they built. They be­
lieved in sharing all goods and property 
and they shared the load-including fire 
fighting . 

In their first home, Harmony, Pa . 
(1804-1815) , they purchased a small 
engine from Pat Lyons in Philadelphia. It 
was a "garden sprinkler" type, filled by 
buckets, and was probably capable of no 
more than 125 gallons a minute-and 
probably much less. This engine was so 
simple that in their second home, Har­
mony, Indiana, 1814-1825 (now New 
Harmony) they built their own. This was 
simply a larger version of the Pat Lyons 
engine and probably had no greater capa­
city . 

The third home of the Society (Econo­
my, 1824-1905) also needed protection , 
so in 1826 they built their th ird engine. 
This was a big double-piston engine , with 
large "brake" arms. As the others, it did 
not have a suction hose. It was filled with 
water from wells on each square by buck­
et brigades . It probably had a capacity 
only a little larger than the one Lyons 
made for them ; perhaps as high as 250 
gallons but probably much less. This 
engine still sits in our firehouse . I would 
like to believe it was the first engine in 
Beaver County but am not prepared to 

make this claim . The Society still used 
such rudimentary methods of fire fighting 
as spacing houses well apart . The Feast 
Kitchen was located well away from the 
hall where the food was served. In their 
woolen mill on each floor they had large 
iron tanks which held water to fight fire. 

The woolen mill burned down in 1833 
despite the brave little engine and the 
iron tanks. The woolen mill was a large 
four-story building and it would have 
been impossible for the Harmonists' en­
gine to put a stream on the roof or for it 
to be effective if they did. This fire was 
the only major fire the Society ever had. 

However, they now knew that their 
homemade engines, however well built, 
were not good enough. In 1836 they pur­
chased a small engine from the Ramsey 
Company in Seneca Falls, New York. This 
is a very small engine which is still in our 
collection. It probably did not have as 
large a capacity as the one the Harmony 
Society built in 1826 but it had two 
things which the other did not have. One 
was a suction hose so that it was inde­
pendent of the bucket brigade. The other 
was that it probably could develop 
enough pressure to shoot a stream over 
the church tower-100 feet . This last 
was a test often used in other areas to 
test engines. 

Both of these engines can be seen at 
Old Economy. Old Economy is adminis­
tered by the Pennsylvania Historica l and 
Museum Commission . 

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator 
Old Economy 
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THE GRANARY AT OLD ECONOMY 
Every German town of any pretension 

had a village barn. Taxes were often col­
lected in grain and this is where it was 
stored, along with the church tithe and 
grain of private citizens who paid a rent. 
The public cattle were kept there. This 
building would be near the center of the 
town, generally within a block of the pub­
lic square. In the smaller villages it would 
be the biggest structure in town and its 
threshing floor would be used for meet­
ings, dances, and public banquets. 

When the followers of George Rapp 
came to America from Germany they 
brought the idea of a public barn with 
them. They adapted this to their religious 
ideas. Their first community, Harmony, 
Pa. (1804-1815) had a large barn which 
was appropriately called the Fruchthaus. 
Their second community, also called 
Harmony (1814-1825, now New Har­
mony) liad a large half-timber building 
which is still standing, it has vents on the 
sides which resemble embrasures and is 
mistakenly called a " for t " . The half tim­
ber on this building would be very typical 
of the type of building the Harmonists 
would be familiar with in Germany. 

They built the present Granary when 
they arrived at Economy (1824), their 
third and final home. The purpose of the 
Granary seems to have been to store 
grain for the millennium. This the Har­
monists expected any minute. They seem­

ed to believe that they needed a year's 
supply of grain on hand. 

As were the other two Granaries, it 
was built in the center of the town, just 
back of the town square. This was in 
keeping with its function as the village 
hof or barn. The location had several oth­
er purposes. It must have been a matter 
of pride that they could fill such a large 
building; also, grain needs constant turn­
ing to preserve it. Therefore, it was near 
the center of the labor supply. 

The barn is a "m i l l " type building and 
is made of chestnut timbers. One of these 
is 55 feet long and almost 12 inches 
square. The beams were pre-cut on the 
ground and one can still see the Roman 
numerals which the master builder cut 
in them so that they could be assembled 
properly. There is a large "hoist house" 
on the west side from which the grain 
was loaded a bag at a time at first. The 
rope hoist has almost sawed through one 
of the beams of the hoist from constant 
use. The boards which kept the grain 
from sifting out at the floor plate are 
still in place. There is an elaborate house 
built over each stair to keep the grain 
from tumbling down. More than 23,000 
cubic feet of grain could be stored on the 
three floors. 

The Pennsylvania Historical and Muse­
um Commission invites you to visit Old 
Economy and see the Granary on your 
tour. 

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator 
Old Economy 
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THE GRANARY AT OLD ECONOMY 

Every German town of any pretension 
had a village barn. Taxes were often col­
lected in grain and this is where it was 
stored, along with the church tithe and 
grain of private citizens who paid a rent 
The public cattle were kept there. This 
building would be near the center of the 
town, generally within a block of the pub­
lic square. In the smaller villages it would 
be the biggest structure in town and its 
threshing floor would be used for meet­
ings, dances, and public banquets. 

When the followers of George Rapp 
came to America from Germany they 
brought the idea of a . public barn with 
them. They adapted this to their religious 
ideas. Their first community, Harmony, 
Pa . (1804-1815) had a large barn which 
was appropriately called the Fruchthaus. 
Their second community, also called 
Harmony (1814-1825, now New Har­
mony) had a large half-timber building 
which is still standing. It has vents on the 
sides which resemble embrasures and is 
mistakenly called a "fort" . The half tim ­
ber on this building would be very typical 
of the type of building the Harmonists 
would be familiar with in Germany. 

They built the present Granary when 
they arrived at Economy (1824), their 
third and final home. The purpose of the 
Granary seems to have been to store 
grain for the millennium . This the Har­
monists expected any minute. They seem-

ed to believe that they needed a year's 
supply of grain on hand. 

As were the other two Granaries, it 
was built in the center of the town, just 
back of the town square. This was in 
keeping with its function as the village 
hot or barn . The location had several oth­
er purposes. It must have been a matter 
of pride that they could fill such a large 
building; also, grain needs constant turn­
ing to preserve it . Therefore, it was near 
the center of the labor supply. 

The barn is a "mill" type building and 
is made of chestnut timbers . One of these 
is 55 feet long and almost 12 inches 
square. The beams were pre-cut on the 
ground and one can still see the Roman 
numerals which the master builder cut 
in them so that they could be assembled 
properly. There is a large "hoist house" 
on the west side from which the grain 
was loaded a bag at a time at first. The 
rope hoist has almost sawed through one 
of the beams of the hoist from constant 
use. The boards which kept the grain 
from sifting out at the floor plate are 
still in place. There is an elaborate house 
built over each stair to keep the grain 
from tumbling down. More than 23,000 
cubic feet of grain could be stored on the 
three floors . 

The Pennsylvania Historical and Muse­
um Commission invites you to visit Old 
Economy and see the Granary on your 
tour. 

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator 
Old Economy 
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Up Brethren, the Time has come to leave 
for North America, the promised Land. 

—Harmonite hymn 

For many who left their homes to cross the 
ocean, America was "the promised land." For 
the pious Germans who left the Duchy of Wurt­
temberg and built Economy, now Old Economy 
Village on the Pennsylvania Trail of History, "the 
promised land" was not merely a Biblical allusion. 
These pilgrims, led by George Rapp, a vinedresser 
and weaver from Iptingen, came to found a com­
munity of brotherhood and labor which would 
foreshadow the millennium. Here they prepared 
for Christ's return. 

Economy was the third and final home of 
the Harmony~Sociefy; "wHicIT was formally estab­
lished at Harmony, Pennsylvania, in 1805. The 
members of the Society were Pietists, part of a 
larger movement which shaped the reUgion of 
many Germans who had earlier come to Penn­
sylvania. 

For many years "Father" Rapp had been 
acclaimed by his followers as a prophet, a view 
which he hiinself shared. Moved by his teaching, 
thousands had forsaken "sectarian formulas" to 
heed the word of God and had renounced the 
institutional and sacramental church (Lutheran) 
to form a simpler "fellowship in Christ." 

As closely aligned as church and state were 
at home, it is not surprising that this separatism 
upset the authorities and that Father Rapp and 
many of his followers looked toward America as 
a haven. Rapp arrived aboard ship in Philadel­
phia in 1803. The following year he purchased 
a town site in Butler County, now the village of 
Harmony, and a major program of building was 
begun. By 1806 the community numbered about 
700 souls. As was common to Pietist societies, 
the members deeded their property to the Society. 
Two years later, the practice of celibacy was insti­
tuted as a preparation for Christ's coming. In 
1815, to gain the advantage of water transport, 
they moygdiQ-Jndiana.. In 1825 that community 
was sold to Robert Owen," the English reformer— 
and wa§~Tenaiffea New Harmony, as it remains 

today—and the Harmonists returned to Pennsyl­
vania to again seek more profitable markets. 

Here, at Old Economy Village, on a 3,000-
acre tract, the Society established a large manu-
facturing center, among the principal products of 
which were textiles of cotton, wool, and silk, all 
of them acclaimed for their quality. Its farms 
were also productive. For a time this was the 
leading industrial community in the West. 

Except for a split provoked in 1832 by a 
fake messiah, "Count Leon," who created a great 
deal of trouble, the Harmonites led uneventful but 

prosperous lives. However^thejieath^ of̂   
%E£tJil-J£iXSS£g^.the Industrial Revolution,  
celibacy, and the dearth of new members brought \ .  
a cjedine. Durmg its later period the Society V  
invested in railroads, factories, land, lumber, and  
oil. The Society was dissolved in 1905. 

The town of Economy once covered about 
twenty acres. Old Economy Village occupies the 
center 6.7 acres of this area. What has been 
preserved and now restored is the administrative, 
cultural, and economic center of the town. 

The large Feast Hall was the cultural center. 
In it were located the museum, printing press, 
and adult school. The love feasts, so typical of 
Pietist societies. were~sEared in the great Hall 
on the second floor. The Feap TCitchen. where 
meals for about 800 people could be prepared 
on feast days, is nearby. 

Several shops may be seen, the cabinet mak-
er's, t]Fî j3ilQi'8.",the„bad^^ 
The doctor's office, the apothecary shop, and the 
wiije cellar provided the basic needs of the com-
munity. Often close to a million dollars of busi­
ness was handled in the store in a single year. 

The dwelling, which may be visited, is one 
of the mass-produced houses in which these 
people Uved as "brothers and sisters." One may 

Up Brethren, the Time has come to lea've 
for North America, the promised Land, 

-Harmonite hymn 

For many who left their homes to cross the 
ocean, America was "the promised land ." For 
the pious Germans who left the Duchy of Wurt­
temberg and built Economy, now Old Economy 
Village on the Pennsylvania Trail of History, "the 
promised land" was not merely a Biblical allusion. 
These pilgrims, led by George Rapp, a vinedresser 
and weaver from Iptingen, came to found a com­
munity of brotherhood and labor which would 
foreshadow the millennium. Here they prepared 
for Christ's return. 

Economy was the third and final home of 
the Harmony Society, wfitch was formally_ estab­
lished at Harmony, _ ~J.lll:IJlli:ll,-lll-l-:lcOld5 . The 
~ ~~hers of the Society were Pietists, part of a 
l_~I_g~r ~ eJ!llilt wbiclL~haped the.J:eligi 
many Qerm~ s ~ ho J:iad_£arlier _CQ!Il~ t.Q.. Peun­
sylvania. 
~ many years "Father" Rapp had been 

acclaimed by his followers as a prophet, a view 
which he himse s ared. Moved by his teaching, 
thousands had forsaken "sectarian formulas" to 
heed the word of God and had renounced the 
institutional and sacramental church (Lutheran) 
to form a simpler "fellowship in Christ." 

As closely aligned as church and state were 
at home, it is not surprising that this separatism 
upset the authorities and that Father Rapp and 
many of his followers looked toward America as 
a haven. Rapp arrived · aboard ship in Philadel­
phia in 1803. The following year he purchased 
a town site in Butler County, now the village of 
Harmony, and a major program of building was 
begun. By 1806 the community numbered about 
700 souls . As was common to Pietist societies, 
the IE~~bers deeded ,!heir .m:o.P,ert_y to the Society. 
Two years later., the practice of celibacy....w.a.s...insti­
tute_ as a preparation for _ (2hrist'!_ com,tnL.J!!. 
18 _!100 g~in the ~advant.age of. water _tr».nsgo_rt, 
they moved to Indiana. In 1825 that community 
was sold to Robert Owen; the English reformer -
and was renamed New Harmony, as it remains 

today__:._and the Harmonists returned to Pennsyl­
vania to again seek more profitable markets. 

Hs e, at Old Economy Vj))age,,,oo a J,000-
acre tract, the Society e_stablished a large manu­
facturing center, among the principal products of 
which were textiles of cotton, wool, ana silk, aU 
of them acclaimed for their uality. Its_tl!._ms 
weJe also productive. For a time this. was the 
leading industrial_communi!Y in the West. 

Except for a split provoked in 1832 by a 
fake messiah, "Count Leon," who created a great 
deal of trouble, the Harmonites led uneventful but 
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see in the neighborhood many of the Harmonist 
dwellings, now used as private homes. There is 
also the large formal garden with its grotto, pavil­
ion, vines, arbors, and boxwood-lined paths, and 
the kitchen garden of the Great House. 

The Great House itself is quite different from 
the typical dwelling and shows how well the So-
ciety treated its leaders. George Rapp Uved in 
it, as did his adopted son, Frederick Reichert (or 
Rapp). his Dusmess manager. It was Reichert 
wHo'designed the buildings and planned the com­
munity. The cemetery is located two blocks south 
on llth an(l~Chiirch StreetsT^Across the street 
from the Great House is the churph. completed in 
1831. now St. Johp';? J„iĵ ĥ T''" 

v . An extensive program of restoration, now 
cbmpleted^ has ennancfed tfl6 fliymilLal aud mdii 
tectural impact of Old Economy Village. Visitors 
may see it now as its members did at the zenith 
of its career. 

Visiting Hours 

DAYLIGHT SAVING T I M E : 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

weekdays; 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. Sunday. 
WINTER: 9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. weekdays; 

1:00 to 4:30 P.M. Sunday. 
JHours subject to change. 

Telephone: Ambridge, Code 412, 266-4500 
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AN INVITATION 
TO JOIN AND SUPPORT 
THE FRIENDS 
OF OLD ECONOMY 

Old Economy was once one of the 
more than 130 communitarian societies in 
the United States. These were a natural 
outgrowth of lack of personal and religious 
freedom in Europe. Now there are about 
half a dozen of these communities left as 
museums to tell the story of a vanished era 
in American History. Of these, Old Econ­
omy, owned by the Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission, is one of the 
largest and best preserved. 

Economy gets its name from the di­
vine economy which the Harmony Society 
hoped to practice on earth. Their little vil­
lage of about 1000 souls covered over twen­
ty acres. In it were their houses and factor­
ies. The Museum still preserves the center 
of their village, where seventeen buildings 
stand. In the squares surrounding the 
Museum groimds are many of their orig­
inal buildings, their church, and their cem­
etery. I t was at Economy that the Har­
mony Society became one of the leading 
industrial societies in the United States. 

The Harmonie Associates take their 
name from this remarkable Society. The 
Harmonie Society, a band of German piet­
ists, not only built Old Economy but two 
other similar towns in the United States. 
Founded by George Rapp in 1803, this 
celibate society passed out of existence in 
1905. Economy was their home from 1824 
until they were dissolved in 1905. 

The Harmonie Associates were form­
ed to help preserve the village of Old 
Economy. 

AS A MEMBER 
YOU WILL RECEIVE 

1. PUBLICATIONS: The Harmonie Associates pub­
lish a newsletter. Occasional publications on 
the history of the Harmony Society will be 
published. 

2. LECTURES.- The Harmonie Associates sponsor 
one public lecture a year by an outstanding 
figure in the field of social history. Other pro­
grams are offered from time to time. 

3. AcTivrriES.- The Harmonie Associates offer a 
decent class, a gift shop, a spring garden party, 
a children's Christmas party, exhibit openings, 
volunteer activities in the field of preservation, 
and many others. 

4. FREE ADMISSION TO OLD ECONOMY: Members 
are admitted free to Old Economy and receive 
invitations to all the activities of the Harmonie 
Associates. 

5. PRESERVATION: The Harmonie Associates 
own one of the Harmonist houses which it is 
conserving and is encouraging the preservation 
of this area which has been so little touched 
by the passage of 140 years. 
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] Active —$10 

^ Family— $15 

] ContribuHng — $25 Patron —$1000 | ^ Professional — $5 

] Sustaining — $100 Student — $5 Business — $100 

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. 

YOUR NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF POSSIBLE FRIENDS OF OLD ECONOMY 

ZIP CODE 
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Old Economy Village 

on the 

PENNSYLVANIA T R A I L OF HISTORY 

Third and Final Home of the Famous 
Harmony Society Restored as It Was 

More than a Hundred Years Ago 

PENNSYLVANIA 
HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

Administered by 

THE PENNSYLANIA HISTORICAL 

A N D MUSEUM COMMISSION 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
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OV E R L O O K I N G the busy Ohio, O L D 
ECONOMY at Ambridge is at the western­

most extremity of the Pennsylvania Trail of 
History. Set in the midst of one of the nation's 
great industrial valleys, its peaceful atmosphere 
is a curious blending of deep piety, nineteenth-
century communitarianism, and the bustling 
prosperity of the early Industrial Revolution in 
America. 

O L D ECONOMY was the third and final home 
The Great House and Church [rom Garden of the Harmony Society, founded by George 

Rapp in 1805. Father Rapp, as he came to be called, was the religious leader of a group of 
German Pietists, who migrated from Wurttemberg to escape persecution. Believing that Christ 
would soon return to earth, these devout people were likewise convinced that they could best 
prepare for this event by living a communal life of brotherly love. This conviction led them to 
create the Society at Harmony in Butler County, Pennsylvania, in 1805 and to give up all their 
property to the Society to be administered by George Rapp and his associates for the benefit of 
the whole community. 

They stayed at Harmony until 1815, when they moved to Indiana. Selling this New 
Harmony settlement to Robert Owen in 1825, "̂ hey returned to Pennsylvania, establishing 
ECONOMY on a 3,000-acre tract extending for five miles along the Ohio in Beaver County. 

Despite its spiritual emphasis, the Harmony Society enjoyed a great material prosperity. Its 
farms were well tilled and productive; the products of its craft shops found a ready market; 
and its factories produced cotton, woolen, and silk textiles which were highly acclaimed for 
their quality. Through its surplus funds the Society became a stimulating influence on the econ­
omy of the whole upper Ohio Valley region, supplying investment capital for railroads, oil 
wells, and many industrial enterprises. 

The slow decline of the Society began about 1868 and was the result of a variety of causes 
including the practice of celibacy, unwise investments, and the loss of productive energy. By 
1905 it was oflicially dissolved, and in 1916 two city blocks, which formed the center of the com­
munity, escheated to the Commonwealth. 

Included among the seventeen surviving structures are Rapp's Great House, the Feast Hall, 
the symbolic Grotto in the gardens, and a number of shops and dwellings. With their furnish­
ings and exhibits, these buildings give the visitor a good insight into early nineteenth-century 
architecture and economic life as well as an appreciation of this unique community which 
united high spirituality with unusually efficient material talents. 
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Feast HaU and Shops 

Visiting Hours 
DAYLIGHT SAVING T I M E : 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. week­

days; 12:00 noon to 5:00 P.M. Sunday. 
WINTER: 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. weekdays; 12:00 noon 

to 4:30 P.M. Sunday. 
Hours subject to change. 

Telephone: Ambridge, Code 412, 266-4500 
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TI M E seems to stand still at Old Econ­

omy, the third and final home of the 

Harmony Society. Wi th in the Great House, 

the Music Hal l , and the other buildings of 

the state-owned property, the visitor can sense 

the living spirit of a remarkable past. Here 

is not only the relic of an interesting experi­

ment in communal living and industry, but a 

fascinating museum of the domestic manu­

factures of the early nineteenth century. The 

feeling of the past which pervades its build­

ings and grounds is heightened by the con­

trast with the industrial town of Ambridge 

which surrounds it . 

The beginnings of the religious movement 

which culminated in the Harmony Society 

were in the small kingdom of Wurttemberg, 

in Southern Germany. There, George Rapp, 

a lay preacher of peasant origin, gathered a 

goodly band of followers by his teachings, 

which stemmed from the German Pietist 

movement. Pietism, like the Methodist move­

ment in England, was essentially a revolt 

against the skeptical rationalism of the 

eighteenth century. Encountering hostility 

and intolerance in their native land, Rapp and 

his followers resolved to migrate to America 

where they would be free to carry their doc­

trines into practice. 

In 1803 Rapp sold his property in Wur t ­

temberg and took ship for Baltimore in order 

®lll 1.Ernunmy 

T IME seems to stand still at Old Econ­

omy, the third and final home of the 

Harmony Society. Within the Great House, 

the Music Hall, and the other buildings of 

the state-owned property, the visitor can sense 

the living spirit of a remarkable past. Here 

is not only the relic of an interesting experi­

ment in communal living and industry, but a 

fascinating museum of the domestic manu­

factures of the early nineteenth century. The 

feeling of the past which pervades its build­

ings and grounds is heightened by the con­

trast with the industrial town of Ambridge 

which surrounds it. 

The beginnings of the religious movement 

which culminated in the Harmony Society 

were in the small kingdom of W urttemberg, 

in Southern Germany. There, George Rapp, 

a lay preacher of peasant origin, gathered a 

goodly band of followers by his teachings, 

which stemmed from the German Pietist 

movement. Pietism, like the Methodist move­

ment in England, was essentially a revolt 

against the skeptical rationalism of the 

eighteenth century. Encountering hostility 

and intolerance in their native land, Rapp and 

his followers resolved to migrate to America 

where they would be free to carry their doc­

trines into practice. 

In 1803 Rapp sold his property in Wurt­

temberg and took ship for Baltimore in order 



to find a suitable place for settlement in the 
New World. His affairs in Germany were 
left in the hands of his capable young assist­
ant, Frederick Reichert, who followed him to 
America in 1804. More than five hundred 
of his followers crossed the ocean in that year. 
Their first settlement was on a tract of five 
thousand acres on the bank of Connoquenes­
sing Creek in Southwestern Butler County, 
Pennsylvania. The colony was named "Har­
monie" or "Harmony," in recognition of the 
virtue which they thought most essential to 
their success. I t was here that the Harmony 
Society was formally organized on February 
15, 1805. 

George Rapp, later called Father Rapp by 
his disciples, was chosen head of the Society, 
and Frederick Reichert was named financial 
agent. By their covenant the members agreed 
to turn over to Rapp and his associates all 
their real and personal property for com­
munity use and benefit, and to abide by all 
the rules and regulations of the Society. In 
return, they were to receive church privileges 
and school instructions, and all the necessities 
of life, whether well or sick, whether aged or 
otherwise unable to work, and whether as 
children they were offspring of living or de­
ceased members. 

After ten prosperous years at Harmony, the 
Harmonites sold their land, buildings, and 
improvements for $100,000 and migrated in 
a body to a 25,000 acre tract along the Wa­
bash River in Indiana, where they founded 
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the town of New Harmony in 1815. Malaria 
was then prevalent in that region, and the 
hostility of neighboring settlements restricted 
the market for their services and products, yet 
they prospered in an era of national depres­
sion. They completed a decade at New Har­
mony, then in 1825 sold their estate for $150,-
000 to Robert Owen, the English social theo­
rist. 

Rapp and his followers returned to Penn­
sylvania, and founded the town of Economy. 
This third settlement was named from the 
German "Oekonomie," meaning the science 
and practice of economics. I t was located on 
a tract of three thousand acres extending five 
miles along the Ohio River and one mile in­
land, eighteen miles north of Pittsburgh. 
Building again, they soon established another 
thriving community, whose agricultural and 
manufactured products found a ready market 
in the Pittsburgh region. The wealth accu­
mulated by the Society played no small part 
in the industrial development of the region, 
for they were ready to invest in likely enter­
prises. 

The Harmonites were skilled craftsmen 
and expert farmers. The amazing prosperity 
of the Harmony Society, until the death of 
Father Rapp at the age of ninety, in 1847, 
was probably due to the ability of Frederick 
Reichert, their financial agent, and to the 
skill of the Society's craftsmen—carpenters, 
blacksmiths, wagon-makers, weavers, tailors, 
and coopers. Their land was a model for 

thrift and productiveness. The broadcloth, 
muslin, satin, and velvet woven at Economy 
was thought better than any Eastern product. 
This high-grade craftsmanship built up a 
lucrative trade. At one time the Harmony 
Society is said to have owned property worth 
at least $4,000,000. 

Decline followed the death of Father Rapp. 
Many causes have been assigned for this de­
cline, including: the adoption of celibacy; ex­
cessive generosity; some unwise investments; 
and the fact that the community gradually 
became one sustained by outside investments 
rather than by its own labors. Celibacy was 
gradually introduced about 1807, and became 
a firm tenet, preventing any natural increase 
within the community. The adoption of chil­
dren and the reception of new members could 
not overcome the loss through death and with­
drawal. In 1894 there were only eighteen 
members living, and only two remained when 
the Society was dissolved in 1905. 

In 1893 there began a series of law suits 
which troubled the last years of the Harmony 
Society. Charges of mismanagement, attempts 
made by so-called heirs to lay claim to a 
share in the Society's property, and damage 
suits, were stimulated by the exaggerated pop­
ular conception of the wealth of the Society. 
Al l these attacks were met successfully, but 
even the Society's dissolution in 1905 did not 
stop the litigation. Finally, in 1910, the 
Commonwealth began escheat proceedings, as 
is usual when there are no heirs to an estate. 
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By the final settlement in 1916, the Com­
monwealth received title to the Great House 
block and to that half of the adjoining block 
on which the Music Hall is situated. In 1919 
this property was placed under the administra­
tion of the Pennsylvania Historical Commis­
sion, in whose care it still remains. 

The block and a half belonging to the 
Commonwealth contains the principal build­
ings of the Harmony Society, including some 
seventeen structures. The Great House is a 
forty-five room structure of hand-made red 
brick. Originally two separate homes for 
Father Rapp and Frederick Reichert, and con­
nected by a one-story wing prior to 1832, 
there are some clashes in architectural style, 
but as a whole, the Great House is impressive 
and harmonious. The large, square, high-
ceilinged rooms, amply provided with win­
dows and fireplaces, are comfortable and in­
viting; and with their furniture and equip­
ment, which is gradually being restored and 
arranged, the Great House well illustrates 
the cultured, industrious life of the Society's 
leaders. 

Behind the Great House are the beautiful 
Community Gardens, extending to the river 
road. Once planted with many varieties of 
flowers and trees, its shaded lawns are still 
a serene and tranquil spot; the contemplated 
restoration should add greatly to the beauty 
of this park. In the center of the Gardens 
is a pavilion or garden temple, with a fish­
pond surrounding it like a moat. Off to one 
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side is the Grotto, perhaps the most unusual 
structure on the property. Built of rough 
stone boulders, but having a beautiful interior, 
it was intended to symbolize the ideal 1 lar-
monite, rough and rugged on the outside, 
but containing a beautiful spirit. 

The Music Hall, or Feast Hall, is a large 
three-story building, of which the beautiful 
Colonial doorway is considered the most re­
markable architectural detail of all the struc­
tures. In its early days this was really a 
Town Hall. The large hall on the second 
floor was used for general assemblies and for 
the three annual feasts. The seven rooms on 
the first floor were formerly used by the 
band and orchestra, by the printing establish­
ment, for supplies, and to house the museum. 

In the same block are two dwellings of the 
type used by ordinary members of the Society. 
Like the eighty others which were once in­
cluded in the community, each had its yard 
with garden and woodshed, and the arrange­
ment of the interiors is more or less identical. 
There are also a great five-storied granary 
with hand-timbered first floor, a store, the 
tailor and shoe shop with an impressive stone-
vaulted wine cellar beneath it, the cabinet 
shop where the fine woodworking was done, 
and the community kitchen which was used 
to prepare the feasts. 

The work of restoration has been a long 
and arduous process, and the end is not yet 
in sight. The Pennsylvania Historical Com­
mission is fortunate in having the cooperation 
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of the General State Authority for the exe­
cution of many of its plans. Late nineteenth-
century alterations to the buildings must be 
removed and many repairs must be made. 
Provision is to be made for lighting and heat­
ing. Landscape architects will attempt to re­
store the gardens and grounds to the appear­
ance they had when the Harmony Society was 
at the zenith of its prosperity. 

Much remains to be done, but even today 
the visitor cannot but feel that he is entering 
another day and age when ways of living were 
far different from his own. There is cause 
for wonder in the strength and aspiration of 
these people who fixed their eyes on Heaven 
and built a Utopia on earth. The imperfec­
tions, the causes of their failure, may be passed 
over; but their aspiring faith, their industrious 
lives, and their contributions to the economic 
development of Western Pennsylvania, de­
serve remembrance. 
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O, Id Economy Village, the 
third and final home of the 
Harmony Society, was built 
by one of America's most suc­
cessful Christian communal 
groups. 

In 1804, the Harmonists 
migrated to America from Ip­
tingen (near Stuttgart) in 
southwest Germany seeking 
religious and economic free­
dom. Nearly 800 farmers and 
craftsmen followed their lead­
er George Rapp (1757-1847) 
first to Butler County, Penn­
sylvania and then to Posey 
County, Indiana. They stayed 
10 years in each, building and 
naming their towns Harmo­
ny. The towns were designed 
by Frederick Rapp (1775-
1834), the adopted son of the 
Founder. 

In 1824, the Harmony Soci­
ety returned to Beaver Coun­
ty, Pennsylvania and built 
"Oekonomie" from the pri­
meval forest overlooking the 
Ohio River. The Society 
gained worldwide recogni­
tion for its religious devotion 
and economic prosperity. 

The Harmonists developed 
their simple, pietistic lifestyle 
based upon that of the early 
Christian Church. Because 
they expected Christ's Second 
Coming to earth at any rno-
ment, they adopted celibacy 
in 1807 in order to purify 
themselves for the Millenium 
— Christ's 1,000 year reign on 
earth. Everyone worked for 
the good of the Society and 
received, in turn, what he 
needed to live simply and 
comfortably. 

The Harmony Society suc­
cessfully "placed the 
manufacturer beside the 
agriculturalist," as Thomas 
Jefferson observed of them. 
They economically adapted 
and developed new technolo­
gies for their daily needs and 
lives, and made quality in­
dustrial products. 

By 1825 they had construct­
ed cotton and woolen facto­
ries powered and heated by 
steam engines, and devel­
oped centralized steam laun­
dries and a dairy. They built 
shops for blacksmiths, tan­
ners, hatters, wagonmakers, 
cabinetmakers and turners, 
linen weavers, potters, and 
tinners. Later, they developed 
a technology for high-quality 
silk for which they received 
gold medals during exhibi­
tion competitions in Boston, 
New York, and Philadelphia. 

Despite the Society's eco­
nomic success, time and 
events brought its decline. In 
1832, one third of the mem­
bers left Economy under the 
leadership of Count de Leon, 
a self-proclaimed prophet. 
And, in 1847 Father Rapp 
died. Although the Har­
monist leaders turned to new 
business ventures — rail­
roads, oil production, and 
building Beaver Falls and its 
industrial complex — their 
economic vitality, like their 
membership, waned. By the 
end of the century only a few 
Harmonists remained. In 
1905 the Society was dis­
solved. Afterwards, the site 
was acquired by the Com­
monwealth of Pennsylvania 
in 1916 and is now ad­
ministered by the Pennsylva­
nia Historical and Museum 
Commission. 

Today, Economy is a six-
acre historic site representing 
the social, religious and eco­
nomic hub of the Harmony 
Society. Over 16,000 Har­
monist objects are exhibited 
in 17 restored Harmonist 
structures built between 1824 
and 1830. Old Economy Vil­
lage reflects the Harmonists' 
commitment to the religious 
discipline and economic in­
dustry which built their 
American Utopia. 
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* 1 . Feast Hal l was Natural 
History and Fine Arts Muse­
um, first open to the public in 
1826. The Library and adult 
education classrooms for the 
Society members were also 
here. Six times a year, all the 
Harmonists gathered in the 
100 by 50 foot hall on the sec­
ond floor to celebrate their 
anniversaries, hold their love 
feasts, and celebrate The Last 
Supper. 

f l . Community Kitchen 
in which foods for Harmonist 
feasts were prepared. This 
building's unusual roof con­
tains two trap doors that 
open and allow steam to es­
cape from the kitchen. A sec­
ond raised roof keeps out rain 
and snow. 

*3. Cabinet Shop contains 
original Harmonist tools, 
benches, and lathes that fash­

ioned the buUdings, wood­
work, and furniture seen 
throughout the historic site. 
The Harmonist Clock Shop 
and Lock Shop are next door. 
Here the steeple clock of St. 
John's Church (across the 
street) was made. 

*4. Blacksmith Shop con­
tains tools used for demon­
strations. The original Har­
monist blacksmith shop was 
one block east of this area. 
There, smiths mended tools 
and fashioned hoops for bar­
rels, wheels for wagons, and 
shoes for horses in the shop's 
five furnaces. Present build­
ing is circa 1900. 

5. Granary housed one 
year's supply of grain to be 
used by the Harmonists 
when Christ returned to 
earth. This building has five 
floors and a cider storage cel­
lar. On the west side is the 
elevator shaft that rises to the 
upper levels. There were once 
two such buildings at Econ­
omy. 

monist house had one; later, 
neighboring households 
shared ovens. By 1870 a cen­
tral bakery (near the Green­
house) provided all the Socie­
ty's bread. Present oven built 
in 1974. 

7. Warehouse was probably 
the first building at Economy 
in 1824, for housing the Soci­
ety's Store. Two years later, a 
new brick building (across 
the yard on 14th Street) be­
came the public store. This 
frame building contained 
supplies for the Society mem­
bers. 

*8. Pump is a reproduction 
of an original Harmonist 
pump. Some pumps at Econ­
omy drew water from the un­
derground fissure below the 
Ohio River. Other water 
flowed through the town by 
underground wooden pipes 
to street troughs and to the 
gardens. Visitors may pump 
the handle and enjoy a drink. 

*6. Oven used for demon­
strations. In 1826, each Har-

9. Baker House where 
storekeeper Romelius Baker, 
his mother, sister, and the fa­
mous Hungarian poet Nicho­
las Lenau (in 1832) lived. Fol­
lowing Father Rapp's death. 
Baker became head of the 
Harmony Society but he con­
tinued to live here, near the 
Store until 1860. 

*10. Family Shed was vital 
to a Harmonist household, 
combining a wood shed, cow 
stall and chicken coop, neces­
sary (outhouse), cold cellar, 
storage area, and tool shed. 
These sheds were sometimes 
shared by Harmonist house­
holds. 

*11. Baker House Garden 
is a re-creation of a typical 
Harmonist family garden. 
Old varieties of plants and 
vegetables have been rein­
troduced and planted accord­
ing to historic arrangements. 

12. Lenz House is closed to 
the public. It is named after 
Jonathan Lenz, a member 
who lived here. 

13. Store built in 1826 to 
house the Harmonist Store 
and Economy Post Office. 
Here people outside the Soci­
ety could purchase 
Harmonist-made cloth and 
spirits, as well as hundreds of 
items made in Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh — fishing 
hooks, china, candy, and cof­
fee. Neighbors picked up 
their mail and newspapers or 
sold their wool or bacon to 
the Society. 

*14. Mechanics Building 
contained the Tailor Shop, 
Hat Shop, Shoemaker Shop, 
and possibly the Print Shop. 
Harmonist tools and benches 
are displayed here. The 
wooden printing press was 
last used by the Harmonists 
in 1832. Below these shops, 

the cut-stone ceiling of the 
Wine Cellar (14a) rises 20 feet 
at the center and contains the 
barrels (one holds 1,250 gal­
lons) that once held the Soci­
ety's famous wines. From 
winter to summer, the tem­
perature here varies only a 
few degrees. 

*15. George Rapp Garden 
was described by nineteenth-
century visitors to Economy 
as "neatly laid out in lawns, 
arbours, and flower beds 
. . ." with an open Pavilion 
(15a) over a pool that held 

a "well executed female stat­
ue" holding a lyre, and a straw-
roofed Grotto (15b). Many old 
varieties of flowers and trees 
have been returned to the 

garden. Tulips, dahlias, and 
other perennials were favored 
by the Harmonists, as were 
apple and pear trees — a Gar­
den of Eden. 

16. George Rapp House 
described in 1826 as the 
"principal building two sto­
ries high, with two lower 
wings standing in the same 
line" along Church Street. 
George Rapp furnished his 
house with objects made at 
Economy. He lived here with 
his wife, daughter-in-law, 
and granddaughter. 

17. Frederick Rapp House 
added to the rear of Father 
Rapp's House around 1828. 
Adopted by George Rapp, 
Frederick was a co-founder of 
the Society, an architect, 
stonemason, and business­
man. He was the Society's 
principal representative in 
the outside world. He fur­
nished his house with stylish 
objects, many purchased in 
Philadelphia or Pittsburgh. 

*18. Summer Kitchen was 
used for cooking and other 
kitchen duties in summer's 
hot weather in order to keep 
the George Rapp House cool. 
Today, restrooms and vend­
ing machines are available 
here for visitor and handi­
capped use. 

*19. Carriage House 
housed the Rapp family's car­
riages and horses. This re­
stored building now contains 
the 1826 Harmonist-built 
side-pump fire engine, a later 
fire engine made in Seneca 
Falls, New York, a hearse, 
and Father Rapp's carriage. 

20. Greenhouse, a modern 
facility. The Harmonists had a 
large greenhouse (on site of 
the present-day vegetable 
garden) to which a conserva­
tory was added around 1895. 

* — Self-guided tours 
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V I S I T I N G H O U R S 
Open Tues.-Sat., 9 A.M.-4 P.M.; Sun., Noon-4PM. 
Closed Mondays and holidays, except Memorial Day, 
July 4 and Labor Day. Admission charged. Hours may 
be subject to change. Please allow IVz hours for a visit. 

A ticket stub from Old Economy Village is good toward reduced 
adult admission at any of the Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission historic sites and museums listed in the 
Pennsylvania Trail of History brochure. Free unlimited 

admission to all PHMC historic sites and museums is available 
through the "Friends of the PHMC" program. For information 

inquire where you purchased this ticket; or call (717) 787-2407. 

S P E C I A L E V E N T S 
Mid-summer, Kunstfest 

December. Nineteenth-century Christmas 

Steubenv: 

OLD ECONOMY VILLAGE 
Fourteenth and Church Streets 

Ambridge, PA 15003 
(412) 266-4500 

Old Economy Village is accredited by 
The American Association of Museums 

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

5/89/50M 

VISITING HOURS 
Open Tues. -Sat., 9 A.M. -4 P.M.; Sun., Noon-4 P.M. 
Closed Mondays and holidays, except Memorial Day, 
July 4 and Labor Day. Admission charged. Hours may 
be subject to change. Please allow 1 ½ hours for a visit. 

A ticket stub from Old Economy Village is good toward reduced 
adult admission at any of the Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission historic sites and museums listed in the 
Pennsylvania Trail of History brochure. Free unlimited 

admission to all PHMC historic sites and museums is available 
through the "Friends of the PHMC" program. For information 

inquire where you purchased this ticket; or call (717) 787-2407. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
Mid-summer, Kunstfest 

December, Nineteenth-century Christmas 

• 

OLD ECONOMY VILLAGE 
Fourteenth and Church Streets 

Ambridge, PA 15003 
(412) 266-4500 

Old Economy Village is accredited by 
The American Association of Museums 
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An Interior Scene in the Great House 

VERLOOKING the busy Ohio, O L D 
ECONOMY at Ambridge is at the western­

most extremity of the Pennsylvania Trail of 
History. Set in the midst of one of the nation's 
great industrial valleys, its peaceful atmos­
phere is a curious blending of deep piety, nine­
teenth-century communitarianism, and the 
bustling prosperity of the early Industrial 
Revolution in America. 

O L D ECONOMY was the third and final 
home of the Harmony Society, founded by 
George Rapp in 1805. Father Rapp, as he 

came to be called, was the religious leader of a group of German Pietists, who migrated from 
Wurttemberg to escape persecution. Believing that Christ would soon return to earth, these 
devout people were likewise convinced that they could best prepare for this event by living 
a communal life of brotherly love. This conviction led them to create the Society at Har­
mony in Butler County, Pennsylvania, in 1805 and to give up all their property to the Society 
to be administered by George Rapp and his associates for the benefit of the whole com­
munity. 

They stayed at Harmony until 1815, when they moved to Indiana. Selling this New 
Harmony settlement to Robert Owen in 1825, they returned to Pennsylvania, establishing 
ECONOMY on a 3000-acre tract extending for five miles along the Ohio in Beaver County. 

Despite its spiritual emphasis, the Harmony Society enjoyed a great material prosperity. 
Its farms were well tilled and productive; the products of its craft shops found a ready 
market; and its factories produced cotton, woolen, and silk textiles which were highly ac­
claimed for their quality. Through its surplus funds the Society became a stimulating in­
fluence on the economy of the whole upper Ohio Valley region, supplying investment 
capital for railroads, oil wells, and many industrial enterprises. 

The slow decline of the Society began about 1868 and was the result of a variety of 
causes including the practice of celibacy, unwise investments, and the loss of prodiictive 
energy. By 1905 it was officially dissolved, and in 1916 two city blocks, which formed the 
center of the community, escheated to the Commonwealth. 

Included among the seventeen surviving structures are Rapp's Great House, the Feast 
Hall, the symbolic Grotto in the gardens, and a number of shops and dwellings. With their 
furnishings and exhibits, these buildings give the visitor a good insight into early nine­
teenth-century architecture and economic life as well as an appreciation of this unique com­
munity which united high spirituality with unusually efficient material talents. 
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Visiting Hours 

SUMMER: 8:30 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. weekdays; 12:00 
noon to 6:00 P. M. Sunday. 

W^INTER: 8:30 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. Monday to Friday; 
10:00 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. Saturday; 12:00 noon to 
4:30 P. M. Sunday. 

Telephone: Ambridge, COngress 6-4500 

BuntR VALLEY 
INTCRCHANOE 
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Feast Hall and Shops 

Visiting Hours 

SUMMER: 8:30 A. M. to 5:00 P. M. weekdays; 12:00 
noon to 6:00 P. M. Sunday. 

WINTER: 8:30 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. Monday to Friday; 
10:00 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. Saturday; 12:00 noon to 
4:30 P. M. Sunday. 

Telephone: Ambridge, COngress 6-4500 
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