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I. STATE 2. THEME(S)._ IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
Pennsylvania XXI1l, Social and Humanitarian Movements

3. NAME(S) pF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
Old Lconomy

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, ttmnsMp, road», etc. If difficult to find, ikelch on Supplemmtary Sheet)
Ambridge, beaver County

6. N/ME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER {Aho administrator if dijerent from owner)
Lovernor William W. Scranton, Harrisburg

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION {Describe brieflywhat make) tite important and what remalm are extant)

G the many religiously insoired communistic experiments inthe United St?tes during
the nineteenth century, theHarnmony Society's settlement at BEconony was one of t he
most successful. MNow restored bythe Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, Econony reflects
the zeal and productiveness of the followers of the remarkable |eader, George Rapp.

Bapp, who was born on Qctober 28, 1747, i nlptingin, Wirtenberg, inspired the for-
mation of the "Rappites” and renained their patriarch until his death on August 7,
1847. A ways interested inreligion, he oecane convinced that thestate churchi n
his native land did not reflect theteachings of Christ and whenabout 30 begant o
spread his heretical ideas. .A his influenceg~ew, so did persecution. Rapp and
his growing body of admrers soon exoerienced such difficulties that they begant o
think of leaving Wirtenberg. Thus it w?s that in 1803 he travelledt o Arericato
find a place for settlement.

Rapp succeeded i n locating an attrpctue area, and in 180t his adherents i n Gernmany
cane t othe United States, where they applied their beliefs. Central totheir life
was a devotion tothe Bille. That book unfailingly guided their actions. They be-
lieved conmpletely inthesecond comng of Christ, and that that would occur in the
near future. Al though not conpletely comunistic at first, thej adopted full com
jBonism in 1818 i n order t oencouratre equality and love i ntheir society. Neither
were theyoelibateoriginally, only adopting celibacy in 1807 as the result of a rel-
igious revival. >ith the time's passage, celibacy becane strictly observed, with
al ready married couples henceforth, living astrother and sister. Conbined with
their religiosity wasg devotiori towork. Nevertheless, the Rappites enjoyed life
eating heartily, drinking wine andbeer, and enjoying nusic. Perhaps their general
poi nt-of -vi ew wasbest exenplified at their threeg-eat annual feasts, the Anniversary,
the Harvest Hone, and the Lord's Supper, at which they enjoyed sone of the produce
of their labor?s they honoredtiieir Creator. ' (cont'd)
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (.Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)
John A. Bole, The Hamony Society (Philadelphia, 1904), 90-91, 97, 103-04, 106-07
113, 124-26, 132, 136-37, 145; Morris Hillquit, History of Socialism in the United
States (New York, 1903), 32-24; »filliam A. Hinds, American Communities (Chicago, 1902),
65-71, 73-75, 83-86; Christiana F. Knoedler, The Harmony Society (New York. 1954),
3, 10, 19, 22, 52-53, 73, 91.

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reportsand studies, as, NPS study, IIABS, etc.)

10. PHOTOGRAPHS 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: YESB MO - Excellent Musaum Spring '63
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Sgnature) 15 TITLE 16. DATE
S. Sydney Bradford Staff Historian 3-16-65

«DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X mi SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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6. Dexription and Importance (cont'd) ...

STATE NAME($) OF SITE

Pennsylvania Old Econamy
7. Inportaace and Description (cont' d)

Econony was the t ~rd and final hone of the Rappites in Arerica, Thefirst settle-
aeat arose in I#QeSHg County, Pennsylvania. Wwiithia five y«ars after arriving in
1804, the group, nost of whomwere farmers or nechanics, hadbuilt the I»llage of
Harnony. Wien avisitor viewed the buildingsaand fields of the Haraioaists, he de-
cl.ared that they had acconplished nore in five years than others there in fifty
years. But the unsuitability of the land for vineyards and the distancefromriver
transportation created dissatisfaction with that [ocation, andin 1814 the BLappites
sold the village for $100,000. They then noved to Posey Gounty, Indiana.

Once they hadarrived in Inj/nana, they quickly duplicated their acconplishnent i n
Fennsylvania. Harnony, asthe second settlement was al so naned, soon had about 150
bui | di ngs, sone brick, sone frane, and becane a thriving agricultursd and comerci al
center. Just alittle after a decade, though, the Rappites sold Harnony to Robert
Qnen, o was t orenan» it New Harnony, and attei”t a secul ar communi stic col ony
there (see the site description for New Harnony, Indiana). A though malaria andthe
hostility of their neighbors perhatis induced, in part, the nove, the Rappites ap-
parently also wanted easier access to markets for their produce.

The newsite certainly offered the Harnonists a better opportunity tosell their pro-
duce, as it was only eighteen mles north of Pittshurgh. Eventually acquiring a
little over 3,000 acres of |and bordering the Chio River, the newvillage was naned
Econony. The new nane underscores the essentially economc cause for final nove,

as

[t was nowtobe preemnently anindustrial community.

In 20 years the nenbers had acquired skill in certain
lines of manufacturing, Areputation for the excellence
of their wares had been established and a w de patronai ge
had been acquired, 1

As haft occurred in the preceding noves, the Harnonists quickly erected avillage
and resuned their agricultural andcommercial activities. By 1826, Econony had
sany houses, plus shops, m|ls, factories, andother structures, and sone of the
factories were already in operation. Sone idea of the productivity of the com
nuity is given by the fact that between 182?-31, the wol | en factory at Econony
produced $290, 000 worth of goods. In the sane period, thecotton factory nanu-
factured about $80,000 worth of goods. C her

+'+J" A Bole, The Harnony Soci ety (Philadel phia, 1904), 97, (cont'd)
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STATE NAME(S OF STE
Pennsylvania Old Economy

7% ljBrortance and Description (cont'd)

products, such as silk, whiskey, beer, wins, flour, andhats, were also nade at
Econony, The success of the community, indeed, aroused the wath of sone interests
in Pittsburgh, alocal paper con?)lainingin 1829 that merchants hadto purchase
wool at 'eEconony prices,” Because Econony was sodifficult tocoa“ete wth*the
paper suggested that the Commonweal th di ssol ve the society, fennsylvania ignored
that, advice, and the Society continued to prosper, reaching a peak of prosperity
in 1866,

Despite itsseemng affluence in 1866, iriiich largelycane fromoil [ands that it
owned, the Society was already experiencing decline, A serious bl ow had been suf-
fered i n 1831-32, when a bogus CGount de Leon, passingas a M nister of Christ sent
to eartht o punish the w cked, |ed about 250 nentbers out of the Society. Alittle
overtwenty years later, the drastic decrease in nenbers, caused in paurt bythe
earlierdefection, forced theabandonnent of the silk nmanufactory. Subsequently*, al -
nost al | other factoriesclosed downas nenbership continued todecline. 1n 1902-03
the Society sold nost of itsland, retaining only threeblocks. Finally in 1905

the Societywasdissloved,

Present Condition of the Site

The Gommonweal th of Pennsylvania now administers a block and a half of Econony,
Fortunately, within that area there are 17 buildings that represent the various
facets of life at Econony. F special inportance i s the Greit House. The con-
struction of the Geat House began around 1825, . Itioriginally was tw separate
houses, onefor Rapp, wo becane known as Father Rapp, and one for Rapp' s adopted
son, Frederick. Thelatter section, in back of Father Rapp's house, was joinedto
the main section by a one story wing in 1832.  The conbi ned bui | di ng contains 35
roons. Behind the Geat House i s a Cormunity Garden, in which are a Garden Pavil -
ion andthe Gotto. Thelatter isroughly finished onthe?jiSideandbeautifully
finished inthe interior, andsynbolizes thebeauty of the spirit.

Just beyoiid the Geat House block is ahalf block that contains several notable
structures. Anong the nost interestingofthemis the Music ~11, or Feast Hall.
[t is ahuge three-story structure, whose great hall on thesecond floor was used
for general meetings andthe three annual feasts. nthefirst floor are seven
roons, which were used forvarious business andcultural activities. 1In the same
hal f-block i s agranary, five-stories high andwith a greatwinecellar. Near the
granary are two dwel ling houses that typify the residences for the Harnoni sts.
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d the nany religiously inspired Uopian experinents inthe Itoited
States during the 19th century, the Harnony Sociel gr's settleaaent
at EconoE) i n Fennsylvania vas one of i“he nost successful. TQv
restored by the Goranonveal th of Pennsylvania® Econoiior reflects the
zeal and productiveness of the folloivers of the renarkabl e | eader,

George Rapp.

Rapp, wo was born on GtcSer 28, 1757> I n Wirtenberg, Grraany,
inspired the fonziatlonof the "Rappites" and roiffidned their patriarch
until his death on August 7[ | d"7*  He becszoe convinced that the
state church inhisnative land did not reflect the teachings of
Cris-b and began to spread his ideas. As his influence grew eo did
persecution. @@u6i tvas that in1803 he travelled to Arericato
find a place for a Rappite settlesnent.

found an area to hisliking inButler Gounty, Pennsylvania, and,
in 180U his adherents in Gro*y caneto the Lbited States, estfiibllsh-
ing a cooanunity which they called Eoxaaay. O Rel>\2ay 15, 18Cb,
the group was organi zed as the Eornony Society, and a vritten
constittxtion vas adopted. In foomthe Society was a GCIBSunitari sm
theocracy, with Rapp as its |eader. Althou” not oi TLginally a part
of the Raxrplte theol ogy, Idie Society adopted the practice of celibacy
in1807. Thus it dooned itself to eventual extinction.

AthoT2EM the Society was economcally quite successful, the Rappites
becane di ssatisfied vith their locationand sold Harnony i n 1",
They then noved to Posey CbuntP/, I ndi ana, vhere they founded a second
settlement, which alsovas called Harnony. This settlenent becane a
thriving agricultural and commercial center. However, in 1824 the
Itecppltes sold Harnony to Robert Gnen, wo renaned | t Baw Hirnealy

and attenpted to establisha secular utcpian colony there.

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of |and i n Beaver Gounty,
Pennsyl vania. There they erected a third village, which they naned
Econcal ¥1 Primarily an industrial coonrunity, Econooy becane weal t hy
through its nsnufactures and its use of |abcr-saving machinerY*

y

A though the Society renained affluent, its nuntoers had great



declined hy thel860's. Gadually all thefactories vere closed
doim and I n 1902-03, the Society sold nost of its land, retaining
only three blocks. Finally, in 1905 the Society was dissol ved.

In 1915 t he ami orveai th of Pennsylvania acquired one and one-hcG
bl ocks of Econany, This area, vhieh includes 17 of theoriginal
Society buildings, i sadmnistered by the State as a state historical
site and i s qpentothe public. Today, Qd Econanyi s apart of

the town of Anfljridge, which i s located | n Beaver Gounty.

1338 W
5 1865
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1. Name

historic Economy National Historic Dandmark

and-or common 01d Economy/Ambridge

2. Location

Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, N/A

street & number Economy Branch Beltline RR, and 16th Street — not for publication
city, town Ambridge N/A vicinity of
state PA code 42 county Beaver code 007
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X_ district —— public -X__ occupied — agriculture X _museum
— building(s) — private __unoccupied X commercial — . park
— structure _x_ both . work in progress —X_educational —_x_ private residence
—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment —X_religious
—_ object N/Ain process X yes: restricted —___government - scientific

N/A being considered —X _ yes: unrestricted — industrial —_ transportation

___no —_ military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple

street & number

city, town —_ vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Beaver state PA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? X yes — no

date 1985 _X federal ___ state ___ county __ local

depository for survey records National Park Service

city, town Washington state p . C,




7. Description

Condition Check one Checit one
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site
good ruins x altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

The Econony National Historic Landmark i ssituated along the Chio
River approximately 18 mles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania i n
the Borough of Anbridge. | tcontains theremaining buildings ofthe
Harnmony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there i n 1825
and built thetow they would occupy until the Society”s,.dissootionin
1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district li.es on a level plain
m dway between theriverbank and hills rising on theeast. | t includes
Od Econony Village, a four-acre nuseum conpl ex owed and operated by
the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, containing faore than a dozen mgjor
Har moni st buildings. Surrounding the nuseum on three Sides i1 sa grid of
seven major streets lined with over 90 Harnoni st houses and other
Har moni st buildings which areprivately owed and serve nostly as
residences. .\ X

The ability of thehistoric district to convey a distinct sense of
time and place today derives from several features; the nunber and
honogeneity of Harnonist buildings; therecognizable Harmonist site
planning; the assortment of types of buildings; and the existence ofthe
al ready-restored nuseum conplex. The district has an overall visual
honogeneity deriving from t he preponderance of Harnonist buildings
arranged i na recognizable town plan dating to the 1820s. | n addition,
the restored buildings that conprise the nuseum conplex, along with
selected ipdividu™l.buildings, putsid* the nmuseum that retain good
architectural integrity, serve as architectural focal points of the
district. : 1 Mo f-uir "™ 0

Accentuating the amhience, of the|hl8toric disiCriet i sthe fact
that the surrounding comunity of Anbridge i sso utterly differentin
nature. So densely built was Anbridge (thenanme i sa eontractlon of
Anerican Bridge, thedivision of U S. Steel that purchased nuch of the
Har noni st property c¢.1905 and subsequently created a new town
surroundi ng Econony) that i t serves to insulate Econony from other types
of intrusions. During theearly growth of Anbridge, houses of that era
were built on nmany of theyard lots i nEconony. Other, defunct
Har noni st buil dings were denmolished and replaced by new structures and
several non-residential Harnmonist buildings were converted to
residential use. However, once this transition had occurred, relatively
few major physical changes occurred to thedistrict. | nspite of
remodel I I ngs to individual buildings, thehistoric district as a whole
remains a visible product of theHarnony Society of the 19th,century.

The comunity's original physical core i sstill largely intact,
consisting of seven mpjor streets laid out by theHarnonists: two
running north-south (Church and Merchant Streets), and fiverrunning
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east-west (12th through 16t h Streets). Four narrower streets, also
running east-west, were inserted between the existing Harmonist ones i n
the early 20th century after the Society's dissolution. These newer
streets occupy what were originally theinteriors of the Harmoni st

blocks, areas reserved f or household gardens and utility sheds. To the
extent possible, they have been deleted from the National Historic
Landmark, resulting i nthe finger-like district boundary configuration

proposed herein.

The intersection of 14t hand Church Streets was the functional
center of Econony. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of t he
Society's Important community, public, and residential buildings.

Including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, the
store, business leader Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor shop with its
| arge wine cellar, and the public hotel/tavern. Al'l of these buildings

except the hotel/tavern are extant.

Wth the exception of thechurch, the major Harmonist buildings of
exceptional architectural significance are located within the nuseum
compl ex, west of Church Street spanning 14t h Street. The nuseum conmpl ex
is theresult of major restoration work undertaken by the State of
Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the complex i s
the Feast Hall (completed c.1828), thebuilding that was nore than any
other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' central meeting place.
lts 50" X 96' second floor hall was used forthe Society's four annual

celebrations, and thebuilding also housed a school room [Iibrary, music
room nuseum and drawing school. ts steep gambrel roof i s a Germanic
feature used i nother significant, though no longer extant, Harmonist
buildings erected at about the same time—the cotton mill andthe
hotel/tavern. I'ts classical entrance further distinguishes it fromall
the other Society buildings except the founder's house. Inside, the
barrel-vaulted ceiling of thehall, with its attached chamferred
pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes that i nthe Church. The

shallow arches are also seen i nthe two-story porch of the Great House
and, formerly, inthehotel.

Germanic Influence may also be seen i nthe Granary (c.1832),
another of thelargest remaining Harmonist buildings. l[ts first floor
is built of exposed wood members infilled with stone. The wood nmenbers
are clearly numbered with carved Roman numerals f or ease of
construction. This numbering system was used i ntheconstruction of the
houses as well, although the wood nenbers were not exposed i n those
buildings.
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The Great House (c.1826), honme of founder George Rapp and hi s
adopted sonFrederick, the community's business |eader, reflects the

Harmoni sts' desire t obuild "in the American manner," although it shows
German Influence i ntheclipped gables of the roof. Though by no neans
ornate, the Great House features numerous architectural detailsnot

found elsewhere i nthe community: classical frontispieces, carved stone

steps, decorative transoms, a two-story rear porch, andon the interior,
a central staircase with carved bannister, andfurnishings from
Philadel phia. Here visitors were entertained by the Rapps and nenbers
of the Society.

Ot her major buildings located on the nuseum grounds are t he
community kitchen, sited beside the Feast Hall andused when
celebrations were held i nthat building, cabinet andtailor shops; a
store; anda warehouse. These buildings are all of simple design, with
the larger buildings facing 214t hStreet built of brick (tailor shopand
store) andthe smaller buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop
and warehouse). Thetailor shop i snotable forthelarge vaulted wine
cellar, with exceedingly fine stonework, that i s its basement.

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Ol d

Economy Village, i s oneof thedistrict's most significant buildings,
both as the focal point of the Society's spiritual |ife andas a work of
architecture. Wth its tall, tiered cupola/clock tower, housingt he
Society's peculiar one-handed clock, it i sthedistrict's most

conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has
historically been credited t oFrederick Rapp, as. Indeed, havet he

designs of all the other major Harmonist buildings. I texhibits typical
Harmoni st features onits well-preserved interior, such asa
barrel-vaulted celling andattached chamfered pilasters with shallow
wall arches. Because its usehasremined the same throughout its

history, the church hashadrelatively fewalterations andi s the best
preserved Harmonist building outside the grounds of t he nmuseum

Though thearchitectural character of 19t hcentury Econony nay best
bhe appreciated within Ol d Econony Village andthe Church, theextent and
duration of the Harmonist community andtown plan i s seen best i n the
surrounding residential area. | nspite of decades of non-Harmoni st,
private ownership, this part of thedistrict retains adistinct
appearance andatmosphere duet otheoverall homogeneity of t he
Harmoni st houses andtheir regular spacing along the streets. Built
either of locally nade brick or of wood | apsiding, the housesar e
al most all twostories i nheight andhave gable roofs with the roof
ridge parallellingthe street, generally a 3x2 bayconfiguration and
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doors that open onto theside garden rather than thestreet. There ar e

30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses i nthehistoric
district.

The Harmoni sts used methods of construction at Economy that they
had used i ntheir twoprevious settlements at Harnmony, PA and New
Harmony, | N. | ntheir braced-frame system of construction, each floor
was framed as an Independent unit. Rat her than a roof ridgepole, each
set of rafters was constructed as an independent truss with theceiling
rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, built as a structurally
independent wunit, randiagonally through t hehouse's attic i norder to
exit theroof at theridge, where flashing was unnecessary. Those
original chimneys that remain ar eof squat proportions and are situated
just off-center along t heroof ridge. Insulation i ntheform of "dutch
biscuits"—slats of wood wrapped with nud and straw—were used, and
brick was placed between t he wall studs on thefirst floor of frame
buildings.

The house plan, basically identical i nall of thehouses, consisted
of three rooms on each floor, twosmall rooms and one |arge one. Ont he
first floor, these were an entry hall (containing thestaircase),
kitchen, and larger living/sleeping space. Bedroons were on t hesecond
floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, i sattached tonearly all
of thebrick houses. O wood | ap siding, these sheds have studs
numbered i nthetypical Harmonist fashion and appear t ohave been early.
Harmoni st additions.

The exterior of thebrick houses were designed with several
features which were both functional andattractive; most of thebrick

houses retain at least; sone of these features. The simple facade of
common bond brick was enlivened with jack arches above wi ndows and
doors, and a corbelled cornice onthelong sides of t hehouse. Door ways

were rather deeply recessed, and shared t hesane wood surround of
multiple beading as t hewi ndows. The doors themselves were si X
panel | ed.

The considerable garden and yard space of each house Included a
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, andan
animal-stall.

Interspersed with t hehouses were Harmonist buildings serving other
functions, such as a doctor's office, workshops for t hemaking of
barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wi ne press house. The sihaller,
non-residential buildings were generally designed t obe compatiblei n
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scale and materials with t hehouses. Several of these non-residential
Harmoni st buildings areextant. The major industrial buildings,
requiring large amounts of water froii theriver or producing unpleasant
odors, were relegated totheoutskirts of thecommunity. These

buildings have not survived.

The Harmonists' most |mportant garden was centrally located and

remains on t hegrounds of the nmuseum A place of meditation, i t
Includes twoimportant structures with allegorical significance for the
community: t he Pavilion and t he Grotto. The Pavilion, a classical

design attributed t oFrederick Rapp, was built i n1831and housedt he
wood-scul pted female figure of Econony. Schol ars speculate that she
represents "thespiritual harmony [the Harmonists] hoped t oachieve here
on earth and afterwards i nheaven."! (Thepresent pavilion i s a
replication of theoriginal, which deteriorated and was dismantledi n
the 1890s.) The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched
roof, has a marvelous classical Interior, as refined as the building's
exterior i srude. This contrast conveyed thedifference betweent he
superficial and t hesubstantial, thetemporal andthespiritual.

The site plan of Econonmy was nota rigid grid divided strictly into
discreet areas of different uses, but |l twas an orderly pattern with
definite considerations f oraesthetic quality. Buildings sited along
the street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent spatial
pattern of solid andvoid. Predictably, post-Harmonist devel opment
resulted i ntheconstruction of newer houses i nthese open lots;
nevertheless, theoriginal Harmonist plan remains discernable.

Econony's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting
the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary i nt hecommunity.
The following Inventory describes theindividual residential building
types i ndetail, andthen lists all thebuildings i norder by location
and address, with thermseum complex discussed first. Theresidential
buildings ar ekeyed totheappropriate building types.

The precedent forthis type of inventory conmes from the Harmonists
themselves, who inventoried their real estate holdings i n1833 and
determ ned t hesane four types of residences.2 (Anadditional type they
catal ogued has no extant examples.) The sane four basic types were used
again i na comprehensive planning study of thedistrict prepared by
Green International i n1977. All buildings not corresponding t oone of
these four types (including most of t hemuseum buildings) ar e described
individually.



NPS Form 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018

0«) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior MMIMAA

National Park Service [ AN

National Register of Historic Places I N R

Inventory—Nomination Form <ty "MH
Econony Nati onal

Caontinuation et Historic Landmark ltan numbe 7 Pae 6

Each structure i sdesignated as either Key, Contributing, or
Non-contributing tothedistrict. Al'l Key and Contributing buildings
were built or used by t he Harmonists i nt hel1824-1890 period. Key
buildings comprise theheart of thenationally significant resource, and
are, individually, historical and/or architectural focal points of the
district.

Contributing buildings arethose which visually and historically
play a part i nconveying thelandmark's sense of time and place. | t
should be emphasized that because t hedistrict's significancei s
primarily as thesite of an influential 219t hcentury communitarian sect,
the collective historic association of the Harmonist buildings i snore
i mportant than t hearchitectural integrity of thesurfaces of the

individual buildings. The district's visual strong polnt--the largely
Intact town plan—i s represented by streetscapes as a whole rather than
by individual buildings. Il ti sfrom experiencing theentire complex of
remaining Harmonist buildings that one fully appreciates t he Society's
size, homogeneity, technical skill, andaesthetic building design and
town planning—all of which contributed t oEconony's success and

longevity as a community.

Al'l Contributing buildings, however, share basic features which
make them recognizably Harmonist. These features include siting,
massing, structure, dimensions, roof type andorientation, and
fenestration pattern. Exceptions t othese criteria aretwo buildings
within t he nmuseum complex and two outside t he nmuseum which have been
moved i norder t oprevent their demolition. These buildings ar e
considered Contributing because of their obvious Harmonist origins
and/or ability toconvey valuable information about the Harmonist wayof
life. Various types of modern siding have obscured theoriginal siding
of all but one of t heframe houses and a fewof t hebrick ones; this has
not, however, affected t hebuildings' original 19thcentury structure
with its unique Harmonist construction details, such as numbered studs,
"dutch biscuit" andbrick Insulation, plaster, chimney construction, and
Interior configuration.

Non- Contributing buildings ar enon-Harmonist buildings whichare
Included i nthe district forreasons of geographic necessity only. Al |

building locations ar eshown on t heattached site plan. (A separate
plan f or Ol d Econonmy t he museum compl ex, includes buildings #1-22.)

1. Reibel, Guide t oOl dEconony, p. 26.

2. Arndt, Economy ont he Ohio, p.835-837.
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TYPE A Two-story Brick House;

Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof —with ridgepole
running east-west—and a corbelled brick chimney located onthe
ridge, just east of center. Il nseveral Instances theplani s
t wo-by-two bays, but these variations appear tobe original. The
brick i slaid i ncomon bond, with flat arches above t he wi ndows

and door, corbelling at thecornice, and a watertable. W ndows
are double hung sash, six-over-six, except forsmall, single
attic windows i neach gable end. The door i slocated onthe
end of t hehouse, rather than on thestreet elevation. Most

houses of this type have a wood shed addition on t herear, one
room wi de, with its own door, also on theend of the house.
These were added during theHarmonist era, probably shortly
after construction of themain section of thehouse. This house
type retains thebest integrity i nthedistrict. There are 30
extant buildings of this type.

TYPE B; Two-story Frame House;

Al most identical to Type A except constructed of wood. Buildings
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The nost
common alterations have been theapplication of new siding and
roofing material, thereplacement of wi ndow sash, and occasionally,

slight changes i nwi ndow size, theaddition of windows, the addition
of eave returns, and t headdition of a door on thestreet elevation.
(The latter two additions occur which such frequency and appear to
date t osuch an early erathat it i sbelieved these changes were
made by t he Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 extant buildings
of this type. Il nspite of thecomon alterations tothese wood
houses, they remain import visual elements i nthedistrict street-
scape, both because of their siting relative tothestreet and

other Harmonist buildings, and because they retain the basic
elements of t heHarmonists' residential design—form, massing,
fenestration pattern, and unique structural details.

TYPE C Two-story Frame Double House;

Sited with its gable end toward thestreet, thebuilding has flve-
by-two bays, with multiple chimneys, doors on theeast or west
sides, and windows of taller proportions than thesmaller houses.
The alterations tothese buildings aresimlar tothose seen onthe
Type B houses. There are 4 extant buildings of this type.
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TYPE D One-story Frame House;

Small, one-story-with attic house with a twoby three bay con-
figuration, with gable roof—idgepole perpendicular to the
street--and central chimney. There are 2 extant buildings of
this type.

Building Inventory;

1. Feast Hall, 14t hand Church Streets, Ol d Economy Village.
Key. Built 1826-1828.

Ohe of thelargest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring
118" X 54' and50' tall at theridgepole, sited at the major
intersection of the community, this isatall 2-1/2-story
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, t he
ridgepole oriented east-west Iike nearly al | the Harmoni st
buildings along 14t hStreet. One of the fewbuildings with brick
laid i nFlemi sh bond. Wood-shlngled roof pierced by dormers,

with four corbelled brick chimeys along theridgepole. Wbod cor-
nice i sfinely dentllled. Large 6/6 sash wi ndows have original
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists
of a double door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur-
round. West enddoor has a rectangular transom with acurvilinear
motif. Ot her doors ar elocated at east andwest ends of the north
side.

Central hall plan of thefirst story remains intact, with
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking thehall. Second
floor consists almost entirely of theactual feast hall (50'x 96').
The 8-bay hall i s spanned by anelliptically-shapedbarrel-vault
of wood planks pierced by windows onthe sides, with engaged
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on the north
and south sides. East andwest ends feature trompe |'oeil paintings

of the same configuration, with single, real doors at the third
floor level.

2. Granary, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

The building i s 5-1/2stories tall with a 3x7 bayconfiguration.
The stone andtimber construction of thefirst story i s unique
in the community. Siding ontheother floors i sof wide, plain
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) i ssheathed
with wood shingles.
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The Interior i smade up of large, single rooms, with a system
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at t hehead,
extending up through thefirst four floors. There i sa l|arge
stone cellar.

3. Cabinet Shop, Ol dEcononmy Village.
Contributing, <c.1326.

e story-wlth-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 windows. There i sa single
door on t hesouth end, and an attic door above flanked by louvered

openings. A small entrance hall on t hesouth contains a stair to
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it onthesouth
end and a large room on t henorth end. Many of t heoriginal tools

and equipment remain Inside.

4. Community Kitchen, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing, <c.1826.

One-story rectangular building of wood lap siding, with a bead
on thelower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that

provides ventilation andmultiple chimneys. 6/ 6 wi ndows retain
sone original glass. A single door i slocated i ncentral bayon
south side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking

area, and sonme original cooking kettles areintact inside.

5. Tailor Shop and Wne Cellar, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof

(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick i slaid i ncomon bond, with
jack arches above wi ndows and doors, and a dentllled and corbelled
cornice. Unlike theother buildings, this one has a dressed stone

watertable above a dressed stone foundation on t hesouth side
(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable andplain stone founda-
tion on other sides. W ndows ar e 6/ 6, double-hung sash; theframes
and rmuch of t heglass appear t obe original. Doors ar e located

on north, east, and south elevations; those on t henorth and south
are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The t opstone
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there arethree steps). The
east end door leads tothestone-vaulted wine cellar andi swithin
a wood vestibule.
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Interior: Sonme flooring i soriginal, as well as doors, base-

board, staircase, plaster, thepulley on attic door, and mantels.
There are four roonms on each floor with a center hall running
north-south. Original tools are on display. The large vaulted

wine cellar beneath thebuilding has steep stone steps and a pulley
mechani sm f or bringing casks i nand out, a stone floor, and sone
original wine casks. The vault i s 15" high with stone-vaulted
penetrations sloping up totheeight windows at grade level.

Store. Ol d Economy Village.
Key. 1828.

This building was where t he Harmonists' many products were
sold tothe public. | tisa large two-story building with attic
of 5x2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a
cellar beneath the western half. The brick i slaid i nconmon
bond, with jack arches above wi ndows and doors, a corbelled and
dentllled cornice, and a brick watertable. W ndows are 8/12,
doubl e-hung sash; most, i f not all, appear to be original andi n
the original frames (sills may be replacements). First floor
wi ndows have plain wood shutters with an iron closing mechanism
Doors are located on north and south elevations, set high, atthe

watertable, and have four-pane transoms- Li ke many other doors
in Ol d Econonmy Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Door s
on the west end of the building, at the second floor and attic
level, allowed forloading and unloading. The foundation i sof

dressed stone.

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that
of thetailor shop next door. Sone of the rooms serve as display
rooms and others as storage forlarge amounts of tools, equipment,
and bhottles.

Baker House, Ol d Economnmy Village.
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A° The was originally the house of Johannes Langenbacher
(name changed t o Baker), the Society's storekeeper and later the
Society's Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died i n1847.

Al though t he house was noved from it soriginal site, several yards
to thewest, i nthe 1950s when Route 65 replaced the River Road,
the property i spositioned inrelation toitspresent site as i t
was positioned at it snearby historic site, and the general en-
vironment of thenew site i ssimilar tothat of theoriginal site.
As an element of the Ol d Economy Miseum restoration undertaking,
the house forms part of a restoration master plan, contributing

to theoverall impact of the nmuseum conmpl ex.
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8. Shed, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950.

During therestoration of Ol d Economy Village, this one-story,
wood shed was built along thelines of a then-extant original shed
outside t heState-owned property. Because t hereconstruction was
accurately executed as part of a restoration master plan forthe Ol d
Econony nmuseum i ssited i nthehistorically correct relationship
to a Harmonist house, andi snowt heonly surviving exanmple of
Har moni st shed structure, it i sconsidered tobe a contributing
element of thedistrict. The Harmoni sts constructed sheds behind
their houses t oserve as stable, storage, workspace, and privy.
This onei sbuilt of plain wood lap-siding with a gable roof,
ridgepole running east-west. There arefixed, multl-paned sash
wi ndows and several single doors.

9. Lenz House, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing. c.1826.

TYPE A This differs from t hestandard type by having a t wo,
rather than three, bay facade. Moved a short distance and restored

as part of the nuseum complex, it was originally thehouse of
Jonathan Lenz, one of t heSociety's trustees. l'ts present siting
mai ntains theoriginal spatial relationship of t hehouse t o other
houses andtothestreet. As an element of t he Ol d Economy nuseum
restoration undertaking, th® house forms part of a restoration
master plan, contributing totheoverall impact of the nmuseum

compl ex.

10. War ehouse, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing, «c.1828.

Two-story, 3x1 bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-
west) of wood | apsiding of varied widths with a beaded |ower
edge. This i stheonly frame building with its original clapboards
with beaded bottom edges Intact. | thadnot been used f or many
years before t herestoration, andretained considerable architec-
tural Integrity. Wndows ar e6/6, double-hung; there i sa wide
central door on t hesouth side. The interior retains excellent
integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as
seen on t hepilasters i nt heFeast Hall and t heChurch. The
building i sfilled with Harmonist tools and equipment.
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11. Creat House. 0Od Economy Village.
Key. c. 1826.

The building served primarily as a residence for George and
Frederick Rapp (and later, the Trustees of the Society) and secon-
darily as the showplace of the Harnony Society. Visitors were
often entertained in this building by the Rapps.

This large residential building is composed of two adjoining
sections; the long section facing Church Street known as the
George Rapp House, and the smaller, but taller section, sited
perpendicularly to it on itsnorth end, known as the Frederick
Rapp House.

The George Rapp House was the first to be built and <consists
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings on the

north and south ends. O brick laid in Flem sh bond, it has a
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) truncated at the ends,
brick chimeys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentllled
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There is a two-

story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, and a

1-1/2 story brick addition known as the Vault Room built in about
1858 to house the Harmoni st safe. W ndows are 6/6, doubl e hung
with brick jack-arch lintels. The main entrance on the east ele-
vation has a pedi mented frontispiece with fanlight; similar
flanking doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds.

The interior of the house has been restored and features nore
el egant detailing than is found in the typical Harmonist houses.
Three separate noney vaults are located in the basement of the
house: one beneath the George Rapp section, and two beneath the
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of the house was built
as the north wing of the George Rapp's house and is a tall, 2-1/2
story gable-roofed building with bridged chimneys, dormers, and
stylistic elements not found on other Harmonist buildings. As on
the Feast Hall and the George Rapp section, the brick is laid in
Fl emi sh bond, with large jack arches above wi ndows and doors, and

a dentllled and corbelled cornice. W ndows are 6/6 double hung
sash. The stone steps are unusually well-detailed, with a grace-
fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom

and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks.
Its steps are also carefully carved.

The eight-room interior has been restored.

In the 1880s, the roof of the George Rapp section was changed
to a simple gable and various other changes were mnade. During
the restoration of Od Economy Village, the roof was rebuilt to
its original configuration. Numerous other restoration items
were undertaken at this time as well.
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12. Sumrer Kitchen, Ol d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1825, 1950.
A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building
of wood siding with a beaded |ower edge. | toriginally contained
a sunmer kitchen, workshop, tool andwood storage area, and chicken
coop. Thekitchen area remained largely intact at thetimeof
restoration andrestored; theother rooms, however, were made into
modern restrooms.
13. Carriage House, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing, c.1830.
A tall, gable-roofed frame building sited at the southeast corner
of themseum site with double doors located onthenorth side. I t
required restoration c.1950 t orenmove alterations made when t he
building was converted t oa residence i nthe 1890s. The original
timber frame remained Intact, however, andthesite i s original,
although thebuilding hadbeen raised about four feet when a second
floor was added.
14. Garden Pavilion, Ol dEconomy Village.

Non- Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950.

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched openings and
a flat roof topped by si xstone vases, sited at the center of t he
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled andan exact replica
built during the nmuseum restoration because of the extreme deterior-

ation. Stone copies of theoriginal wooden roof finials were
mounted i N1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph
Woodwel |l of Philadelphia, arei nthe museum. A plan i nthe Harnmony

Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed
with a hexagonal doned roof, but this i s not known t ohave been

built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists'
garden, called by onelandscape expert the nmost impressive garden
of itserawest of the Alleghenies. |t was created and appreciated
for allegorical as well as aesthetic reasons, the beauty of the

garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devotion
to God. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto andthe labyrinth
exhibit this idea more clearly.) The surrounding garden featured a
simple path system radiating from the pavilion that divided t he
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone
grotto, arbors, andnumerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever-
greens, andflowers. (See also: Grotto, #15).
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15. Grotto, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Built as a place formeditation i na corner of t he Society's
garden, theone-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory

of Harmonist philosophy. The round structure i s17" i n diameter
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built
the Grotto f or George Rapp, commissioning W lliamJenkins of Pitts-

burgh forthefine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough
exterior was Intended t osuggest thesimplicity of t he Harmoni st
lifestyle, therefined interior, thebeauty of t heHarmonists' pure
spirit. I ti stheonly example of t he Greek Revival style i n any
of theHarmonists' settlements.

16. Bake Oven, Ol dEconomy Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruetion.

A small brick and wood oven.

17. Roberson House, Ol dEconomy Village.
Non- Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A. Like thelenz house (#9), this differs from the typical

Type A i nhaving a 2x2 bay configuration. I t was was noved onto

the museum property from several blocks away. Though deteriorated,
it retains mpst of thebasic Harmonist features. [Its present siting,
however, bears [ittle relation toitsoriginal siting.

18. Utility Shed.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board andbatten siding
building was rebuilt along thelines of theoriginal, which housed
the Society's fire engine andother fire-fighting equipment.

19. Mai nt enance Building.
Non- Contributing, c.1965.

A frame structure of one-story built t oconplement the Harmoni st
buildings while serving t hemaintenance needs of t henuseum conmpl ex.
It east endi sattached tothe Warehouse.

20. Wat er pump, Ol dEcononmy Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com
munity waterpump.
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21.  Waterpump, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing, c.1825.

A partial reconstructionof an original punp based on early photo-
graphs. The iron work andt hesite areoriginal, andthis i s the
only remaining example of a Harmonist waterpump, a remnant of the
Society's extensive town water system

22. Greenhouse, Ol dEconony Village.
Non- Contributing, c.1950.

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and
storehouse, fronts a modern greenhouse extensions on t hesouth and
east sides.

23. 70 12t hStreet.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Despite brick re-siding and other alterations, t he
house maintains itsbasic Harmonist form andreinforces thestreet-
scape, anchoring thedistrict's southwest corner.

24. 78-80 12t hStreet.
Non- Contributing, c.1870.

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with
shingles andvertical siding. | t sdate of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built i nthelate 19t h century
to house |aborers from outside t heSociety. | t nay not be on
its original site; i ti snotevident i nan overview photograph
of thedistrict of 1893.

25. 84 12t hStreet.
Non- Contributing, c.1940

1-1/2-story bungal ow wedged between two Harmonist buildings.

26. 86-88 12t hStreet.
Non- Contributing. c.1870.

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with
shingles andvertical siding. | t sdate of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built i nthelate 19th century
to house | aborers from outside t heSociety. | tmay not be on
its original site; i ti snotevident i nan overview photograph
of thedistrict of 1893.
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27. 98 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.
TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, thehouse remains an
| mportant element of t heHarmonist streetscape, anchoring t he south-
west corner of 12t hand Church Streets.
28. 186 12t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.
TYPE A. A door has been added on t hestreet elevation. Gener -
ally, integrity i sgood and t heyard space i slintact. "Juin 8,
1830" i sinscribed i nmortar i ntheattic.
29. 189 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.
TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, thehouse remains an
i mportant element of t heHarmonist streetscape, anchoring thenorth-
east corner of 12t hand Church Streets.
30. 193 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.
TYPE B. |Important as an element i ntheHarmonist streetscape,
reinforcing theregular pattern of solid and void.
31. 194 12t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.
TYPE B. Important as an element i ntheHarmonist streetscape,
reinforcing theregular pattern of solid and void.
32. 197 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1930.
2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare.
33. 198 12t h Street.

Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. The original wood siding i svisible beneath modern
alum num and wood siding. This building may have been noved about
ten feet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was laid out c.1905. I t
is sited uncharacteristically close totheneighboring Harmonist
house, yeti tretains its original orientation tothestreet and
presently functions as an anchor of it sblock.
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34, 199 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B.

35, 278 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE D

36. 280 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendicul ar
to thestreet, matching t heorientation of t heHarmonist building
next door (building #35). | tretains its basic Harmonist formand
2x3 bay configuration.

37. 281 12t h Street (street address uncertain; taxparcel #11-04-502).
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE D Recently remodelled, though its basic dimensions and
form remain intact, and i t echoes a similar Type D building
directly across thestreet (building#35).

38. 283 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. This i stheonly Harmonist frame house i nthedistrict
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an
especially good idea of theoriginal appearance of these houses.

39. Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12t hand Merchant Streets,
Nort hwest corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A  Chi mmey and wi ndows have been replaced; first floor has
been altered t oaccomodate commercial use.

40, 1198 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Its integrity remains excellent andi t i sa continuation
of the Harmonist 12th Street streetscape. Oh t hehouse's east end,
every other brick header i sblackened, creating a decorative pattern.
A German inscription i nthemortar i ntheattic reads "July 5, i n

the year of God, 1830."
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41, 1219 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing. 19109.

Two-story brick commercial building, attached on it snorth side
to a Harmoni st house, 1221 Merchant Street.

42. 1221 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A | t sarchitectural integrity has been impaired on the
Merchant Street facade by alterations nmade totransform t heformer
house into a commercial building. Nevertheless, i tssitingi s
Intact andreinforces the Harmonist town plan by anchoringt he
mi ddle of t heblock. | t s Harmoni st design features remain Intact
on t heexposed, north side elevation.

43. 284 \Wagner Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. This i sa Harmonist building, (says thepresent
occupant), but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured any
Har moni st features. A steep central staircase inside i s similar
in steepness tothetypical Harmonist staircase. The building does
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and i t s Harmoni st
authenticity hasyettobe documented.

44, 1204 Church Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1915.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

45, 1216 Church Street.
Contributing. c.1828.

TYPE A.  Unusual i nnot having a frame addition on it s rear.

46, Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street.
Contributing. Date undetermined, probably c.1880.

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap siding.
While itsexact date i sunknown, i t obviously dates t ot he Harmoni st
period (probably late 19thcentury) and features t hesane bracketed
wood hood seen over t hedoors of many of t he Harmonist houses. As
an additional Harmonist building type and one of t heonly remaining
utilitarian structures i tcontributes tothedistrict.
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47, 98 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Sone original window frames arelntact. Has a rear
addition of later date.

48. 260 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Brick has been painted. Sone original window frames and

the original six-panelled door and frame on t heeast end are i n-
tact. This i salso one of thefewhouses that retains at |east
part of its original garden/yard space.

49, 272 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE C A one-story brick addition on thesouth end of the
building was t he Society's last bakery, from 1903-1905, according
to theformer curator of Ol d Econonmy Village.

50. 273 13t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE C Has been re-sided with asphalt.

51. 274 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1920.

Two-story, non-Harmonist house of concrete block.

52. 276 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1910

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house.

53. 278 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare.

54, 284 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830

TYPE C Despite asphalt siding, thehouse i san important
visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape.
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55. 286 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910

Two-story frame Foursquare.

56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street,
sout hwest corner.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Has had alterations t o accommodate commercial use,
but i tsoriginal form i sintact; some original wi ndow frames ar e
intact on thesecond floor.

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & 13th Streets).
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit
and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick additioni s
on t heeast end of t he house.

58. 308 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Despite an alum numclad soffit and fascia, thehouse
remains an Important visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape.

59. 314 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A. Despite a two-story porch, added on t heeast end, the

house remains an important visual element i ntheHarmonist street-
scape. There i sa one-story frame shed i nt he rear.

60. 316 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling.

61. 322 13t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Date of construction i slnscribed i nmortar i nthe attic.
There i sa two-story brick addition on t hesouth side.
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62.

63.

64.

65.

328 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, the house remains anim
portant visual element i nthe 13thStreet streetscape, one of the
most visually hompgenous Harmonist blocks i nthe district.

332 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable
roof may be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this has not
been substantiated.

336 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Alterations similar to those at 328 13t hStreet (see
building #62), but remains a significant visual element of the
Har moni st streetscape.

St . John's Lutheran Church of Ol d Econony and Rectory,
1320 Church Street.
Key. c¢.1828-31.

The church's design i sattributed to Frederick Rapp. As the
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this i s the most
significant building outside of Ol d Economy Village. | ti s also
one of the fewbuildings retaining good interior architectural
Integrity.

O 3x5 bays, and one tall story, thebrick church has a multi-
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street.
The main section of thechurch has a gable roof, its ridgepole
perpendicular to Church Street. l'ts red-orange brick i slaidin
common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane,
wood wi ndows, (most of which appear to be original, although the
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). W ndows have

been added on the east end. On the south elevation (along Creese
Street), there i s an arched window i nthecentral bay of thick,
mul tl-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have dentils
and brackets on thenorth and south (side) elevations; the eaves
are returned on theeast (end) elevation.
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66.

The tower has a first-story of stone, cut i n rectangular
blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wi de wood cornice
beneath theclock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupol a,
topped by a smaller matching cupola.

The interior integrity i sgood toexcellent. The barrel-
vaulted celling i sa Harmonist design feature seen also i n the
Feast Hall. The vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered
corners and simple cornices; these colums frame each wi ndow
bay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches.
Most of the open-back pews are theoriginal. The altar, stained
glass, and organ are of later vintage. There i s a square balcony
centered on thewest side of the nave, with panelling and a railing
of turned posts. The nave i s attached on thenorth side tothe
| arge, newer part of thechurch, but theoriginal exterior north
wall has been retained. An elliptical window, one of the nost
sophisticated decorative features i nthecommunity, tops thecentral
door on this elevation.

The clock tower has walls approximately 3" thick at the base.

Plaster walls on the ground level give way to brick above. Much
of theoriginal staircase, heavily worn, i s Intact. The operating
clock retains many of theoriginal pieces, and i sstill wound by
hand dally. The two bells, i nthe tower above theclock, were

forged i nPittsburgh,

The modern church addition i ssited to the east of the Harmoni st
one, and a small, detached rectory i ssited on the sane | ot tothe
north of the Harmonist Church.

1398 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Currently undergoing a complete restoration of the
exterior and a partial Interior restoration. The recent removal
of thesiding on the shed addition revealed that the timbers
used i nconstruction were numbered with Roman numerals i n the
typical Harmonist manner just as on themain sections of
buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions nay
have been built at the same time, probably at a rather early
date when there were many Harmonists living i nthe district.
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67. 14t h and Church Streets, northwest <corner.
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A Located at themajor Intersection of Economy, this i s
the earliest dated brick house i nthe community. Mortar in the
attic on the west gable end i sinscribed "My 8, 1826." The
building has been partially restored by Harmonle Associates, a
local non-profit organization which helps to support Ol d Econony
Village.

68. 267 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Interior has good integrity. Has a large, two-story
frame addition on therear (north) elevation, probably late19th
century. The house i s unusual foritslarge and relatively
finished basement. Because of i ts central location and early
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been
used f or storage of wine or other goods until the completion
of the community store and wine cellar.

69. 268 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.21910.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

70. 270 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A A significant visual element i nthe Harmonist street-
scape.

71. 271 14t h Street.
Contributing.

TYPE D O uncertain age, this building may have been one of
the si xsingle-story frame houses built by the Society by 1833;

it has the same north-south orientation and approximate size. | t

is known that i tserved as a doctor's office fora time, although
the store (i n O d Econony Village) also contained a doctor's office.
One map | abels this structure a "hospital."” This one-story, gable-
end-to-street configuration seenms to have been conmon f or Harmoni st
wor kshops and other small non-residential buildings. I nthe

Society's real-estate Inventory of 1833, there i s a doctor's shop
listed Individually at $100.00.
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72. 272 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1950.
1-1/2 story modern brick house.
73. 273 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1900.
Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed
in alum num siding.
74. 274 and 280 14t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1825.
George Rapp, t heSociety's founder, lived i nthis house for a
short time | mmediately prior tothecompletion of t heCGreat House
(on t hegrounds of t hepresent nmuseum complex) I n1826. | n 1826,
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having
Philadel phia wallpaper. | ti sa two-story, 6x2 bay building with
gable roof, ridgepole parallel tol4thStreet, running north-
south. The exterior walls arecovered with insulbrlck, therei s
a wood soffit and fascia on door on t hestreet elevation. There
is one-story addition on t heeast end, and a two-story rear porch.
The original foundation material has been covered by concrete block
and brick.
75. 277 14t h Street.

Contributing, c.1825.

Prior totheerection of theGreat House, Frederick Rapp, Society
founder George Rapp's adopted sonandt hebusiness |eader of the

Society, lived here. The house i sa two-story, 5x2 bay building
with gable roof, ridgepole parallel tol4thStreet. There ar e

wood eave returns. W ndows ar eone-over-one, double-hung sash with
wood surrounds that appear t odate c.1880. A single door i s located
in acentral bay on thestreet elevation. There ar e one-story,
shed-roofed extensions on t heeast and west ends of thebuilding.
The stone foundation 1 svisible on thestreet elevation. Attached

to therear of this house i sa two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing
Boyleston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its
ridgepole perpendicular t oBoyleston Street. | tdoes not appear on
the Society map of 1858, and may have been erected t ohouse outside
workers later i nthel9th century.
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76. 285 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1920.
1-1/2 story stucco bungal ow.
77. 289 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.21905.
Two-story frame building.
78. 291 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re-

mains a significant visual element i nthe Harmonist streetscape.
79. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant & 14th Streets)
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A A rear addition, conversion t ocommercial use, and
partial re-siding have diminished itsarchitectural integrity,
but i tremains obviously Harmonist, and serves as an important
visual anchor forits block.

80. Croatian Club, Merchant and 14t h Streets, northeast corner.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Wndow alterations and a large rear addition were nade
in thel920s when t hebuilding was converted t oa bank. John S
Duss (1860-1951), t he Harmony Society's last major |eader, lived
in this house as a boy.

81. 309-1/2 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.
TYPE B. Abuts theSilver Lion I nnonitseast side.
82. Silver Lion I nn, 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing.
One-story brick commercial building.
83. 312 14t h Street.

Contributing, <c.1826.

TYPE A Has been converted t ocommercial use; sonme "half-
timbering" has been applied.
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84. 316 14t h Street.

Contributing, <c.1826.

Similar totheTYPE B house, but slightly larger, for unknown
reasons. A rear shed i sinteresting forits siding of boards with
a beaded |ower edge. According toStotz, this was the typical
Harmoni st siding. This i stheonly place outside thenuseum com
plex where it i si nevidence. The main house, despite its exterior
remodelling, i san important visual element i nt heHarmonist
streetscape.

85. 317 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

Similar totheTYPE B house, this i sslightly larger (like
building #84 above). Despite alterations, thebuilding retains
its conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay configuration, and i s
a significant visual element of t heHarmonist streetscape.

86. 320 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist building
to the east.

87. 324 14t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1826.

TYPE B. There i sa one-story brick extension tothefront, but
the Harmonist massing i slintact and t hebuilding reinforcesthe
Harmoni st streetscape as t hethird Harmoni st house i nitsrow
along 14t h Street above Merchant.

88. 1412- 1414 Merchant Street.

Contributing, <c.1826.

TYPE A  The Harmoni st house abuts a modern structure (1412

Merchant Street) on its south side. lts siting reflects the
Harmoni sts' block design; it i ssituated i nthecenter of the
original block between 14t hand 15t hStreets and i simportant as

a visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape along Merchant Street

from 14thto 15th Streets.
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89. 1416 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910.

Concrete block andframe Dutch Colonial house.

90. 1422 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1940

Two-story, suburban-type brick house.

91. 70 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, i tremains an |Important
visual element i nt heHarmonist streetscape. A small shed, possibly
Har monist, i si ntherear.

92. 75 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but remains an important
visual element i nt heHarmonist streetscape.

93. 78 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

e of a small nunmber of five-bay Harmonist frame buildings of
two stories, with gable roof andridgepole parallel tothestreet
and two, one-story extensions ontherear elevation. There i s a
central transomed door on thestreet elevation. | t salterations

are typical of theother Harmonist frame buildings, but i t contri-
butes nevertheless t ot heHarmonist streetscape by it soverall
form andsiting, andadds tothedistrict's variety of Harmoni st
building types.

94, 79 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.19707

One story, nodern frame house.

95. 84 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet r e-
tains Importance as a visual element of t heHarmoni st streetscape.
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96. 85 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re-
tains Importance as a visual element of theHarmonist streetscape

97. 89 15th Street.
Non- Contributing. c.1950.

One-story, ranch-style house.

98. 90 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
| mportance as a visual element of theHarmonist streetscape.

99. 91 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
| mportance as a visual element of t heHarmonist streetscape.

100. 92 15t h Street.
Non-Contributing, c¢.1920.

1-1/2-story frame bungal ow.

101. 1427 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1824

O | ogconstruction, but similar tothebrick and frame
Harmoni st houses, this i sone of thefirst houses used bythe
Harmoni sts upon their arrival at Economy. According to the
former curator of theOl dEconony Village, this building was
noved onto thesite i n1824 by t heHarmonists i norder t o house
workers as they erected other buildings. Now covered with siding,
it retaln.s it."?deeply recessed wi ndows and general shape. It is
one of only a fewof thefirst Harmonist buildings that wasnot
subsequently replaced by a brick or frame structure i nthelate

1820s. Because i ti ssited i nline with thelater Harmoni st
houses, it reinforces theHarmonist streetscape and adds to the
variety of building types used by the Society, i nadditionto

anchoring itsblock by itssite at thesouthwest corner of 15th
and Church Streets.
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102. 1501 Church Street.
Contributing, <c.1828

TYPE A The slightly bell-cast roofline is unique in the
district. Overall integrity is good, with original wi ndow
frames and door location intact.

103. 100 15th Street.
Contributing, <c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
i mportance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape.

104, 1500 Church Street.
Contributing. c¢.l1812.

This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonists.
Formerly located on another site in the area, this house was
purchased by the Harmonists and noved to its present site
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live,
until another suitable building could be erected. (Rapp sub-
sequently noved to 274 14th Street and then the Great House.)
This was originally the home of Ephralm Blaine, father of
James Blaine, the candidate for president in 1884, and the owner
of land sold to the Harmonists for their settlement.

After serving as George Rapp's temporary residence, the
building became the school house until 1884, when it was re-
placed by the building at 1515 Church Street.

Early photographs of the building before it was resided
show that the original siding was wood of varying widths.
There was a 5x4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double
hung wi ndows and two small attic windows in each gable end.

Described as a school house in the Society's 1833 Inventory

of real estate, the building was valued at $600.00, the sane
as one of the Harmonists' double houses.

2-1/2 stories tall, the building now has a 5x2 bay <config-
uration and is sheathed with alum num siding.

105. 262 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, brick Spanish Colonial-style house.
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106.

107.

108.

109.

264 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

1-1/2 story, frame bungal ow.

269 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
| mportance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape.

270 15t h Street.
Contributing. 1824

This i s a large, two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays,
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel tol5thStreet. Unusual
features of the house are thecentral doorway on the north
(street) elevation, which has a three-paned transom and side-
lights, recessed within a panelled surround, andthe decorative
stone watertable on thefront (north) elevation, with the stones
incised with horizontal Ilines.

According tothe former curator of Ol d Econony Village, this
was perhaps thefirst building erected here by the Harmonists,
and was begun on May 8, 1824, the day of their arrival. | t
served as t he Society's meeting-house until the completionof
the Feast Hall i n1828, and housed sone of the Harmonists until
the family houses were built. | t subsequently served as a granary
and a fireball. Al though one source (the survey of 1977) states
that this i salogstructure, i tseems unlikely that a | og building
woul d have hada dressed stone watertable anddoor such as this.
Though theinsulbrlck siding has been on the house as long as t he
current owner hasowned it, he has no reason tothink thatt he
structure i s |l ogunderneath, andbelieves i ti s of simple wood | ap
siding.

The Society real estate inventory of 1833lists an "ol d
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present
museum property was completed, it's possible that this building
was the "old" granary referred to—mine years ol dat that time.
It was valued at $400.00.

27115t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
i mportance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape.
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110. 275 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house.

111. 274 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story modern brick house.

112. 273 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical for a Type B house, t he
building reinforces theHarmonist streetscape.

113. 276 15th Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE C One of thefewbuildings of itstype, this adds to the
variety of Harmonist buildings i nthedistrict and reinforces the
town plan.

114. 284 15th Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1910.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

115. 285 15th Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1910

Two-story frame Foursquare.

116. 286 15th Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830

According totheformer curator of Ol d Economy Village and
an early map of thecommunity, this was t heHarmonists' wagon
shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on i tssite. As a unique
building type within thedistrict and one of thevery feworiginal
Harmoni st utilitarian buildings, it adds tothedistrict's variety
as well as reinforcing theHarmonist streetscape.

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building i swider than it i s
long, with itsridgepole perpendicular to 15th Street. The
roofline extends on theeast end, giving thebuilding an asym
metrical configuration. A door i slocated off-center ont he
street (north) elevation.
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117. 291 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical of a Type B house, this
remains an important visual element of t heHarmonist streetscape.

118. 1501 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick. The
first floor was converted totheStar Grill bar and resaurant,
now defunct.

A brick addition on thenorth side of thebuilding has a
gable roof.

119. 1426 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Has had sonme alterations, but remains an important
element i nt heHarmonist streetscape; situated at t hecorner of
Merchant and 15t hStreets, i ti sone of three Harmonist houses
remaining on corners of this Intersection.

120. 1500 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1828.

TYPE A This house i sunusual i nlacking a shed addition and
retaining a relatively large amount of it soriginal rear yard.
Al'so, much of it sblock on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk.

Two wi ndows have been added on t hewest end, and one on t he
north side. The door on theeast end i si nitsoriginal location
and possibly i tsoriginal frame. Another door i slocated on the

west end and was probably added i nthelate 19t hcentury. The stone

foundation i svisible on t heeast, south, and west elevations.

The Interior of thehouse retains unusually good integrity,
with most of theoriginal walls and plaster Intact and much of
the wood trim The surround of thedoor on t hewest end i s
Victorian, suggesting that i twas a |late 19thcentury alter-
ation. "1828" i slinscribed i nmortar i nthegable end of the
attic.
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121. 1505 Church Street.

122.

123.

124.

125.

Non- Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. This building i sout of alignment with the surrounding

Harmoni st houses and rests on a modern foundation; i tmay have been
noved a short distance when Laughlln Street, immediately to the
north, was installed. | tretains its Harmonist bay configuration

only on t hesouth side, and, due toi t ssiting, does not reinforce
the Harmonist streetscape.

1514 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1884.

One of thelargest extant Harmonist buildings, thistwo-
story, 7x3 bay frame building was erected as a school for the
children who worked and lived at Econonmy. Now covered with
alum num siding. The carved stone steps on thefront are
intact, representative of theHarmonists attractive stonework.

274 Laughlln Street.
Non- Contributing.

Smal |, non-Harmonist, one-story frame building reportedly noved
from another site.

1515 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A. The house differs from t heTYPE A house only i nhaving
a 2x2 bay configuration. There i sno visible evidence of there
ever having been a third bay on thelong (north and south) sides.
Other houses with this configuration arethelenz House i n Ol d
Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick i spainted; window
frames and a door frame appear t obe original.

68 and 70 16t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building with gable roof, ridge-
pole parallel tol1l6thStreet. According totheformer curator
of Ol d Econony Village, this was t hetanner's shop for the
Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary i nthis
area, with thetannery across thestreet, suggesting that t he
building may have been noved tothis site at a later time. | t
is similar i nsize and plan t o 260-264 16t h Street. Becausei t
is a rare remaining shop building of theSociety, has reasonably
good architectural integrity and adds tothearchitectural diver-
sity of thedistrict, and i sappropriately sited, i t contributes
to the district.
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126. 72 16t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1905.

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house.

127. 74 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, andthe2 x 2 bay con-

figuration may have been an alteration. Nevertheless, i ti s an
| mportant visual element of this block, which retains si x Harmoni st
houses.

128. 78 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yetremains an important
visual element i nthis block of si xHarmonist houses.

129. 84 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yetremains an Important
visual element i nthis block of si xHarmonist houses.

130. 90 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yetremains an Important
visual element i nthis block of si xHarmonist houses.

131. 1599 Church Street (southwest corner, 16th & Church Streets).
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Although i tsfirst floor has seen conversiontoa
storefront and commercial space, thebuilding i san Important anchor
for therowof similar Harmonist houses (all Type Bs) that line this
block of 16th Street.

132. 260 and 264 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole
parallel tothestreet. Two wood sheds ar elocated i nt herear;
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable roofs and
narrow | apsiding. According totheformer curator of Ol d
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Economy, this was t hecooper's shop fortheSociety. I t i s
simlar i nsize and design tothetanner's shop at 68-70 16th
Street. This may have been t hehouse of t hecooper and hi s
hel pers as well as hi swork area. The 1833 real estate inven-
tory of theSociety lists a cooper's shop, but values i t at
only $100.00, nuch less than thetypical $600.00 value of a
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps thesmall rear

sheds were t heactual coopers work area. The Society's coopers
produced t he wine casks, sone of which remain i nt he wine
cellar beneath t heTailor Shop.

133. 288 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, buti srecognizably Harmonist
and serves t oanchor t henortheast corner of thedistrict.

134, 16t h and Merchant Streets, northwest <corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Attached t oa modern commercial building on its west
side and adapted f orcommercial useon its first floor. Neverthe-

less, he house i sone of t hefewthat retains its original gable-end

roofline configuration, with its narrowtrim board.

135. 296 16t h Street (southwest corner of 16t h & Merchant Streets).
Contributing, c.1829.

TYPE A. Brick has been painted, has other typical alterations.
The owner reports that "1829" i sinscribed i nthehouse's attic.
The house i srelatively unusual i nretaining nmuch of it soriginal
yard.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checit and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _x~. architecture education military social/
1700-1799 jc_ art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1324-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Econony National Historic Landmark, enconpassing the remaining
buildings of the Harnony Society's nost successful settlement at

Econony, Pennsylvania, 1 ssignificant as thenost complete site of this
I mportant communitarian sect which had a significant Inpact onthe
commercial, industrial, and financial worlds of 19thcentury America and

an international Inpact on social reformers of theera. At Econony, the
Har nony Society achieved national recognitionforitswool, cotton, and
silk industries and was known nationally i nitscommercial and financial
activities, including itspioneering role intheoil industry andits
role i ntheconstruction of several railroads, anong them thePittsburgh
and Lake Erie. [|tsthree prosperous settlements at Harnony, PA New
Harmony, I N, and finally at Economy served as nodels f orother 19th
century Utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Amana Society, andt he
Zoarltes, Prom nent social reformers and intellectuals influenced by
the Society's successful comunal |ifestyle include Robert Onen, Hegel,
Byron, and Goethe. The Society's extraordinary productivity testifies
both to the dedication of its members—who practised pacifism, conmunal
sharing of property and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief i n
Christ's Second Com ng--and t o the nagnetlsnc of |eaders George and
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society nenbers' intercessors withthe
outside world. Qe of thelongest-livedof thenmany 19t h century
communitarian sects, theHarnony Society was eventually weakened by the
deaths of Frederick and George Rapp i n 1834 and 1847, the Industrial
revolution, and a dimnishing population. I n 1905, one hundred years
after itslncorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The
remai ning Harmonist buildings, comprising the National Historic
Landmark, are a physical |egacy of the Society's nost successful period.

German pietists from theWrttemberg area, theHarmonists followed
George Rapp t o America i n 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom  Like
other pietist groups, they believed i na nore direct relationship with
God than provided fori nlLutheran orthodoxy, and sought tomnimzethe

role of thechurch, itsceremonies, and i ts dogma. Their sonmewhat
mystical faith was based heavily on t he Book of Revelations and
gal vani zed by "Father" Rapp's magnetism as spiritual |eader/prophet. I t

held that Christ's return toearth would restore mankind toits original
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict withinthe
Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and practice of
celibacy, i nparticular—and George Rapp and hi s adopted son, Frederick,
have been criticized as being dictatorial, un-Christian, and even cruel
in their treatment of Society nenbers and nanagenent of the Society's
wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy and managenent aside,
the Harmonists were able to conbine a religious lifestyle with an
extraordinary degree of econom c success.
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Econony's productivity was based mainly on Industry, rather than on

agriculture, incontrast tothe Harmonists' earlier settlements at

Har nony (1805-1815) and New Harnony (1815-1824). This i sreflectedi n

the acreage of Econonmy, the smallest of the three settlements, with
approximately 3,000 acres.

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid, l|abor force that considered
productivity a duty t oGod, Econony's industries supplied the Harmonists
and non-Harmonists alike i nthe 1820s through 1840s. Sold undert he
nane of Frederick Rapp, the Society's business manager and |l eaderi n
temporal affairs. Harmonist goods were widely distributed on the East
Coast and throughout the Ohio andMississippi Valleys by business agents
for the Society i nnost of themajor cities. Several of the Harmonists
themselves travelled from city tocity handling arrangements with
agents, nost notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who has been called "one
of thenost influential andpowerful manufacturers andprivate bankers
of theUnited States."1. Originally trained as anarchitect and stone
mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, andacquainted with and adept
at dealing with promi nent American businessmen andpoliticians. 1| n
1828, when Econony's industries were thriving, Frederick Rapp was asked
to address the United States House of Representatives' Commttee on
Manufacture on the methods andbusiness of thewool industry. Led by
Rapp, the Society was Influential i nchampioning the protection of
domestic industries during the 1820s when there was considerable debate
over howt odeal with strong foreign competition.

Wool andcotton manufacture domi nated Economy's industries i n the
1820s and 1830s, during which time the Society had"avirtual monopoly
of cotton andwoolen yarn andcloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists
built andpurchased machinery which was state-of-the-art; combined with
high quality rawmaterials, such as the Merino sheep wool which the
Harmoni sts helped Introduce tothis country, anda diligent |abor force
with relatively good working conditions, the endproduct was of superior
quality. The steam powered mill (the Society was anobng thefirst t o
Introduce steam t oactually power their Industries) was capitalized at
$30, 000 and brought increasing profits i nthe 1827-1831 period. $84,571
worth of wool products were produced i n1831. Thecotton mill,
capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 worth of goods

annually with profits of twelve tofifteen percent. Products from both
industries Included wool andcotton yarn, broadcloth, sheeting,

bl ankets, satinet, wool flannels, felt (for hats), hats themselves,
casslnets, linseys, chambray, andhenp f or rope.

Silk manufacture began i nthe late 1820s at Economy and flourished
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through the 1840s, despite financial instability and a national

depression i n 1837 which resulted i npoor business conditions f or sone
time thereafter. George Rapp and hi s granddaughter, Gertrude, brought
experts i nthecultivation of silkworms to Economy tolearn the Industry
first-hand; by 1843 there were extensive mulberry plantations at
Econony. I n an account of the Harmonists i n"The Silk Culturist" of
October, 1836, Econony silk was called "'the best we have seen of
American manufacture'".3

Ot her popul ar goods produced by the Society Included wine, beer,

whi skey, flour, and shoes. To promote the Society's industries
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants i n Baltimore,
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The |arge volume of business
correspondence i nthe Harmony Society Archives testifies to his

wi de-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonists' reputation as

manufacturers was the fact that they had built three separate
communities i ntwo states and, therefore, contributed significantly to
several local econom es over the course of their existence.

The Society amassed considerable assets from i ts Industrial

ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to
nore than two million dollars), but itsfinancial ascendance paralleled
its Industrial decline. Frederick Rapp's death i n 1834 was a blow to
the Society's commercial activities. Ot her combined problems such as
the rapidly aging population, a wool industry which had never fully
recovered from a major fire i n 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. I nthe

second half of thecentury, therefore, the Society turned to investments
to provide thenecessary Income both fortheoperation of the community
and forthe Society's anticipated return to Jerusalem upon Christ's

return. As Arndt points out, the change was merely "from communal work
to communal Investments."4
Finance was not new to the Society; i t had previously |oaned noney

to the State of Indiana and thecities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny.

The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, but rich
and munificent. I nfact, a lawsuit against the Society that went tothe
US. Supreme Court (one of many |awsuits brought against the Society,
most of which the Society won) revealed that i n 1846 the value of
Society property was $901, 000. I naddition tothis was a secret fund
amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church fund,"
consisting of over $400,000 i ngold and silver withdrawn from Harmoni st
bank accounts i nPittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Louisville. Skeptical of
the US. government's financial stability following Andrew Jackson's
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veto of the US. Bank Charter i n 1833, Rapp decided to secret a fund of
cash i nvaults i nhi s basement, f oruse by the Society when i t returned
to Jerusalem. Wien fiscal m smanagement | edthe Society toward
bankruptcy i nthe 1890s, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to
pay the Society's mounting debts.

The Society's investment i ntheoil industry during the1861-1892
period was of particular significance and, fora time, greatly
profitable. The Society drilled wells on sone of the 6,000 acresi t
owned i nnorthwestern Pennsylvania and refined oi | that was considered
the best on themarket. The oi | pipeline they constructed was one of
the earliest. The Society had sufficient financial and political clout
to block a threatening oil-pipeline bill wuntil it included a clause

protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline
across the Allegheny River.

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and

managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrici from 1881-1884, linked the
Pittsburgh area tothemain railroad lines from Chicago to New York, and
hence was of Inmmense importance to the subsequent industrial devel opment
of theregion and indirectly the industrializing nation. 1 n 1884,

Henrici sold therailroad to theVanderbilt famly for $1, 150, 000.

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Ol d Econony Village and
architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the
Harmoni sts "established i nwestern Pennsylvania theonly truly
honmogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The
buildings of Econonmy, preserved on their original sites, are an
I mportant collection of a peculiar architectural style exhibiting early

19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the site
surpasses similar historic communities i nthe number and range of
original buildings that are intact. Very few of the buildings outside

the Ol d Econony Village complex have had any kind of restoration and
hence possess great potential forfuture architectural and
archaeological Investigation.

Though Frederick Rapp, towhom the design of all the Society's
maj or buildings i scredited, was determined tobuild "inthe American
manner," the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blend of American
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The entire group i sa
rare example of a planned community, providing insight into theway the
Harmonists lived. Their predominantly practical plan—a grid containing
both public and private areas, with factories and fields onthe
outskirts and houses and essential services at thecenter— reflected
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the Society's commtment toa simple but efficient [ifestyle. The
construction of their buildings shows concern forboth practicality and
appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several

architectural features that bear evidence toa fine sense of proportion
and detail.

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as the
buildings. The water system fedfrom water on the eastern hillside,
ran through pipes of hollowed out logs carefully fitted together, and
served every part of thetown vi aseveral punmps. Comunity bake ovens
were distributed throughout the town, and a steam laundry served the
entire community.

Most of Economy's unique and i mpressive | andscape features have,
unfortunately, been lost. The | andscape that exists today i sonly a
representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer,
labyrinths, a second pavilion, and plants and flowers trained togrowi n

el aborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on the buildings
within the museum complex, once were trained togrow on al | of the
houses, where they were watered by run-off from theroofs. The heavy

devel opment of the outskirts of Econony i ntheearly 20th century
destroyed sonme features; the present garden at Ol d Econony Village,
while retaining the Important Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen
extensive restoration. The original town lay-out remains discernable,
however, and i s a major contributing feature of thedistrict today.

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Economy i n the
last twenty years, two of them on the grounds of the Ol d Econonmy Village
compl ex. Relatively narrow i nscope, these studies di dnot produce new
information of great significance about the Society's actlvites, though
artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily of pieces of
earthenware and gl ass. The third study concerned a community bakery
site on 13thStreet, where remains were uncovered of a foundation, a
chimney, and gate, along with pottery shards, nails, and two I|ndian
artifacts. Because the archaeological potential would seem t o be
greatest i nthe Harmonist domestic and work areas outside the
museum—t he area that has seen the least investigation todate— he
archaeological potential of thedistrict remains considerable.

Throughout it sexistence, the Harnmony Society was the object of
regular and close scrutiny fromtravellers, writers, economi sts,
awyers, merchants, would-be followers and Imitators. As theSociety's
most prosperous and final home. Economy received the greatest attention
and publicity. The attention was a function both of theunusual.
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simultaneously comunal and capitalistic lifestyle of the Society, and
of the religious and social ferment in Europe, England, and America in
the early 19th century. Numer ous pietistic religious groups formed in

that era, particularly in Germany where a revolution occurred in 1848.
George Rapp was celebrated at his death in 1847 in the Pittsburgh Daily

Morning Post as "the greatest Communist of the Age" in the same year
that Marx and Hegel, the latter a contemporary of Rapp's from the sane
part of Germany, began writing The Communi st Manifesto . German Utopian
communi st William Welthrig, who fled the German revolution hoping to

establish "Conmunla” in Iowa, wrote at |ength about Econony in 1851.
The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Econony in
1839-40, producing a French account of the Society. Goet he, Rudyard
Kipling, and Byron al | wrote of the Society, the latter devoting four
stanzas of Canto XV of "Don Juan" to George Rapp and his society of

celibates.

Travellers, often well-known or distinguished figures, wrote
accounts of visits to the Society's settlements, many of which were
published in newspapers and journals here and abroad. e of the
earliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared in
"Travels Through the United States of America" was reviewed at length in
British magazines, and led to Robert Omen's relationship with the
Society. Onen subsequently purchased the town of New Harmony, IN when
the Society left there to establish Econony.

In itsrelationship with other comrunal sects, the Harmony Society
was inspirational, offering practical advice and sometimes financial
assistance to the many other sects with whom i t communicated. Friendly
relations were maintained with the Shakers, the Amana Society, and the
Zoarltes, with the Harmonists giving assistance in matters of industrial
production. Loans were extended to the Hutterlans in the Dakotas and
the Ora Labora in Michigan. e ill-fated alliance was with the
so-called Count Leon, who in 1831 convinced one third of the Harmonists
to withdraw from the Society and establish a separate community under
his rule, an event afterwards referred to as the Schism

In sum the Harmony Society provided a powerful example of communal

life that was widely known and seminal in itsimpact in an era of
political and econom c experimentation. As Philadel phia economi st

Matt hew Carey observed in The New Olive Branch of 1820, even before the
Harmoni sts had established Economy, "'The history of the world my be
exam ned in vain for any Instance of such rapid strides nmade by any body
of men, wholly unaided by bounties, prem ums, |oans, or ammunitles from

government . The Harmonists were true practical econom sts.'"6 Such was
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the fascination the Society held for others,

O a regional and local scale, the Society also had wide-ranging
| mpact. The Econony Hotel (no longer extant) served a large number of
travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot along the
Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Mny of thetravellers' accounts were written
by visitors to the hotel.

Invest ments which had regional impact include timbering i n Warren
County, where a large sawmill was i noperation, and coal mining i n
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres and m ned from
the 1850s until 1880, shipping most of the coal west. The town of
Beaver Falls, also i nBeaver County, was laid out and promoted by
building a bank and several factories, all financed by the Society.
Geneva College i slocated at Beaver Falls due to theefforts of the
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Econony
Planing Mill Company i n Beaver Falls, both active c.1890. I t invested
in four other local railroads besides thePittsburgh & Lake Erie.

The Society was particularly Important to the econony of
Pittsburgh, where it purchased machinery and goods it could not make
itself (such as two steamboats it had built i nthe 1820s), conducted
much of its banking, figured i nlocal politics, and Invested i n various
enterprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Bridge Conpany of
which Jacob Henrici was a director.

Debts accumulated i nthe Society's final decades, due to the dem se
of industry, mounting expenses, and sonme bad Investments. John S Duss,
the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining nenbers,
parlaying the Society's nane and reputation into a lucrative career for

himself as |eader of the "Econonmy Band" i nthe 1890s, using a giant and
dwarf from P.T. Barnum s circus as advertislg gi mmcks. I n 1903, he
conducted at Madi son Square Garden and also | edthe Metropolitan Opera
House Orchestra on a tour of the West. All of this perpetuated the
publicity the Harmony Society had always received, but i na weird and
lncongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee i n 1903 i nfavor ofhis
wife. Two years later, Ms. Duss formally dissolved the Society which
then had only three living menmbers. A subsequent lengthy and
controversial legal battle resulted i nthe State of Pennsylvania

“inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present nmuseum Ol d
Econony Village while therest of the town was sold privately.

Since thedissolutionof the Harnony Society, Econony has becone
part of thelarger, 20th century industrial town that supplanted it .
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Ambridge. The restored rmuseum conmpl ex provides an Intellectual context
for understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The
Harmoni st houses and other Society buildings outside the nuseum
enconmpassed by the National Historic Landmark, provide a nore complete
physical document of the Society and itsway of life,

L. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.xviii.

2. "The National Importance of Ol d Econonmy and the Value of its
Restoration," unpublished report submtted by Dr. Cecil K Byrd,
Chairman, Indiana University; Dr. James H Rodabaugh, Ohio
Historical Society; and Dr. Clyde C Walton, Illonois State
Historical Society, August 15, 1957.

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, pp.579-80.
4. |Ibid, p.603.

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194.

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harnmony Society, 1785-1847, p.229.
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N.J.; Falrlelgh Dickinson University Press, 1965.)

Arndt, Karl J.R, George Rapp's Successors and Material Heirs, 1847-
1916 (Cranbury, N.J.; Associated University Presses, Inc., 1971.)

Blair, Don, Harmoni st Construction. (Indianapolis; I ndi ana Historical
Society, 1964.)

Bole, John A, The Harnmony Society: A Chapter i nGerman American Culture
History (Philadelphia: Reprinted from German American Annals, | |
(1904), 1905.)

Fernandez, Kathleen M, "Communal Communications: Zoar's Letters to
Har mony and Amana," paper. M. Fernandez i scurator of Zoar Village
State Memorial .

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Comm ssion. "Readings concerning the
Har mony Society i nPennsylvania drawn from the accounts of travellers
and articles i ntheHarmonle Herald," Daniel B. Reibel, compiler
(Ambridge; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Comm ssion, 1978.)

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Comm ssion, "Selected Reprints from
The Harmonle Herald," Daniel B. Reibel, compiler. (Ambridge: Penn-

sylvania Historical and Museum Commi ssion, 1980.)

Quaker Valley Regional Planning Comm ssion and t he Borough of Ambridge,
Pennsyl vani a. "Comprehensive Plan: Ambridge Historic District,
1977," wunpublished report prepared by Green International, I nc.

Rei bel, Daniel B., A Guide t o Ol d Economny. (Harrisburg; The Penn-
sylvania Historical and Museum Comm ssion, 1972.)

Rei bel, Daniel B., "Unlikely Capitalists: Har moni sts as Textile Manu-
facturers," Pennsylvania Heritage magazine. Vol . 10, No. 2, Spring
1984, pp.18-25.

Rei bel, Daniel B., Walking Tour of Ol d Econony. (Ambridge; ol d
Economy, 1978.)

Smith, Eliza, "Econony, Pennsylvania: Pl anning and Practicality," un-
published paper, Cornell University, 1977 (paper on file at US City
Corporation.)
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Stotz, Charles M, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvani a. ( New
York, 1936), pp.

Stotz, Charles M, "Threshold of the Golden Kingdom The Village of
Econonmy and it sRestoration,” Wnterthur Portfolio 8  (Charlottes-
ville: University Press of Virginia, 1973), pp.133-169.

Original maps, incollection of Ol d Econonmy Village, Ambridge;

Map of t he Land of the Harmony Society, 1858.
Map of Economy, PA, by Karl Mensch and J.S. Duss, 1889.

Map of Economy, Harmony Township. "The Property of the Harmony
Society," undated. Gives German street nanes.

Map of the "Great New City of Econony," c¢.1905.

Map of Ol d Econony Miuseum by Charles M & Edward Stotz, Jr., 1943.
Harmoni st architectural drawings on file at Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commi ssion Archives:

Floor plan and side elevation drawing of a fireplace and staircasefor
a house undated, OE.80.2.9

Great House, 06.72.17.15.
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Beginning onthe west side of thedistrict at thenortheast corner of
Route 65 and 13t hStreet, proceed east along thenorth side of 13th Street
to a point opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing the street duesouth, follow

the west andsouth property Ilines of 98 13th Street, continuing east i na
straight line across Church Street toa point oatheeast side of the
street. Proceed soutili t othe southeast corner of 12t hand Church Streets.

Proceed due west across Church Street, andfollow the south side of 12th
Street toitsintersection with Route 65. Follow t he west and south

property lines of 70 12t hStreet, andcontinue east along the south
property lines of al Ithe properties facing 12t hStreet, continuing to a
point onthe west side of Merchant Street. Proceed north along Merchant
Street t oa point opposite the south property line of 1198 Merchant
Street. Crossing Merchant Street i na straight line, follow the south,
east, andnorth property lines of 1198 Merchant Street, continuing west
across Merchant Street t othenorthwest corner of Merchant and 12th
Streets. Proceed north along the west side of Merchant Street t o Wagner
Street. Here t he boundary crosses Wagner Street t oinclude the Harmoni st
building at 1221 Merchant Street, andreturns t othe south side of Wagner
Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street t oa point opposite the east

property line of 1216Church Street. Crossing the street due north,
follow the east property line of 1216Church Street t othe south property
line of 272 13t hStreet. Proceed east along the south property Ilines of

all theproperties facing 13thStreet, continuing east across Merchant
Street, following the south property lines of al | of theproperties facing
13th Street t othe southeast corner of the property of 336 13th Street.
Follow t he east side of this property north tol3thStreet. Proceed west
on the south side of 13thStreet, crossing Merchant Street andthen Church
Street, tothe southwest corner of 13thandChurch Streets. Proceed north
in a straight line across 13thStreet, continuing north t oa point

opposite thenorth side of Creese Street. Here t he boundary turns due

east tolnclude the property of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jog to
the south t olnclude the Harmonist building at 273 13t hStreet. The
boundary follows the east property line of the church tothe south
property line of 274 and 280 14t h Street. Following their south and east
property lines, continue north i na straight line across |4th Street t o a
point. Proceed east along thenorth side of 14th Street, crossing
Merchant Street, t oa point opposite 312 14th Street. Proceed due south
across 14t hStreet andfollow the west andsouth property lines of 312
14th Street, continuing east along the south property lines of those
buildings facing 14thStreet tothe southeast corner of 324 14t h Street.
Follow t he east andnorth property Ilines of this parcel, continuing west
on 14t hStreet t oa point opposite 317 14t h Street. Proceed due north
across 14t hStreet andfollow the east andnorth property lines of 317
14th Street, continuing west along the south side of Boyleston Street,
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crossing Merchant and Church Streets, to thewest side of Church Street.
Proceed north along thewest side of Church Street toa point opposite the
south property line of 100 15t hStreet. Proceed east across Church Street
in a straight Iine, continuing east along the south property lines of al |
the properties facing 15thStreet to the southeast corner of 28615th
Street. Proceed north along i ts east property line, continuing north
across 15thStreet i na straight line toa point on thenorth side of the
street. Proceed east along thenorth side of 15thStreet, crossing
Merchant Street, to thenortheast corner of 15t hand Merchant Streets.
Proceed south across 15thStreet i na straight line, continuing south
along the east side of Merchant Street tothe southwest corner ofthe
property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow the south and then the east
property lines, continuing north along the east property lines of all of
the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15thStreet i na
straight line tothenortheast corner of 1500 Merchant Street. Proceed
due west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow the south side of Laughlln
Street to a point opposite thewest property line of 289 Laughlln Street.
Proceed west 1 na straight line tothe southwest corner of theproperty of
288 16t hStreet. Proceed east i na straight line along the south property
lines of 288 and 296 15t h Street to thewest side of Merchant Street and
proceed north to thecorner of Merchant and 16t hStreets. Herethe
boundary jogs north to Include parcel #12-05-516 (no address), returnsto
the south side of 16thStreet, and proceeds west along 16t hStreet across
Church Street to thenorthwest corner of the property of 68 and 7016t h
Street. Follow thewest and south property lines of this parcel,
continuing east along the south property lines of all of the properties
facing 16t hStreet, crossing Church Street i na straight line tothe east
side of thestreet. Here the boundary follows theeast side of Church
Street tothe southeast corner of Church and Laughlln Streets, with ajog
to thewest tolnclude 1515 Church Street on thewest side of the street.
From t he corner, proceed west across Church Street i na straight Iline,
continuing west along the south side of Laughlln Street to the northwest
corner of 75 15thStreet. Follow the west property line south, continuing
across 15thStreet toa point on the south side of thestreet. Proceed
west along 15t hStreet to thenorthwest corner of 70 15t hStreet. Fol l ow
the west property line tothenorth edge of the O d Econony Village
property (parcel #12-01-301). Follow the property |ine west and then
south to thepoint of origin.
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BOUNDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON:

The boundaries of thehistoric district were selected to Include all
of theconfirmed extant Harmonist buildings that are on their original
sites and to exclude as many non-Harmonist buildings as possible.

(Several Harmonist buildings within thedistrict were moved from other
sites.) The Harmonist buildings are defined as those built by or for the
Harmoni sts during the period of the Society's existence at Econony,
1824-1905. Most of these buildings were constructed i nthe 1829-1840
period, but some date tothelatter part of the 19thcentury when the
Society was aging rapidly and required different types of buildings.
Because t he Harmoninsts built their community as an Integrated whole, each
confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic level of integrity i s
considered contributingto thesignificance of the district.

The irregularity of thedistrict boundary i s due to the nature of
post-Harmoni st development. After 1905, much of the Harnony Society's
property was sold to developers who were |aying out the new adjacent steel
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlln Streets were
inserted between the existing Harmonist numbered streets, and the new |ots
were quickly filled with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard lots were
also sold off, for houses, at this time. The result i sa juxtapositionof
two types of architecture: thenineteenth century buildings of the
Harmoni sts, and the modest, early twentieth century workers' houses of
Ambri dge. The district boundary consequently extends, finger-like, to
include the remaining Harmonist streetscapes (along with the
non-contributing houses built between Harmonist ones) but exclude the
post-1905 streetscapes.

A large vacant | ot between Laughlln and 16t hStreets north of Church
Street has been included, because excluding it would mean |eaving a group
of three Harmonist houses at thenortheast corner of this lot Isolated
from therest of thedistrict as a discontiguous group. Another vacant
lot at thenorthwest <corner of 12th and Merchant Streets has been
included, i norder that thecontributing Harmonist house with excellent
architectural integrity across Merchant Street (#1198) would be a
contiguous part of the district.

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been undertaken
in thedistrict are located within the boundaries discussed here, two of
them on t he grounds of the museum i nthevicinity of the Feast Hall and
the Grotto, and a third on 13t h Street.

Landscape features such as gardens, orchards, |labyrinths, a deer
park, etc.that were once part of the community are no longer extant, with
the exception of thelargely recreated garden of Ol d Economy Vill age.

Ot her landscape features were |located outside the proposed district on
land that has now been densely developed forresidential and commerci al
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use, or within thedistrict onland which has since been devel oped. The

only significant |andscape features remaining, then, are enconpassedi n
the boundaries discussed here.
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NATT ONAL PARK =R B Kel Iy 343-4214
For Rel ease June 23 1965
TH RIY-THEE S TES RECDRANTHD FOR NATI ONAL H STAR C LANDMEK STATLS

Secretary of thelnterior Stewart L. Udall today announced 33 sites
have been selected for Registered National Historic Landmark eligibility
in 16states and t heDistrict of Coltanbla. The newsites, reconmended
by t he Advisory Board onNational Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and
Monunents at its meeting held inApril inWshington, bring thetotal nunber
of sites approvedfor inclusionintheRegistry to 608.

Included inthenewlist of sites arethehjanes of three forner
Presidents--Gover Oeveland, Vérren G Harding isnd Cal vin Cool | dge; t he
birthplace and boyhood hone of a fourth President—Herbert C Hoover; the
birthplace of Jtillette Gordon Low thefounder and first president of the
Anmerican Girl Scouts; andthe boyhood hone of Daniel Carter Beard, a
founder of t he Boy Scout novenent i n theUnited States.

Legi sl ation has been introduced i nCongressito meke President Hoover's
i
birthplace a National Historic Site, in Federal Oanershinp.

ARegistered National Historic Landmark is asite or building
|

consi dered as possessing exceptional value i ncomenorating or illustrating
the history of theUnited States. Cf thesites and buildings Judged t o

be of national significance, sone are Federally owed and admi ni stered.
However, nost axe i n State, community or private! ownership.

Brief descriptions of thenewsites, listedjhy state, are attached.

XXX



Promthe study of "Social and Hunanitarian Mvenents,™ 20 sites
were selected for Landnark eligibility. The reneiining 13 sites
were sel ected fromspecial studies and Investigations, ”"e [|ist
I's given by state al phabetically:

1. Tuskegee Institute, Tyiskegee, Al abana. As the first president

of Tuskegee, a pioneer Negro educational Institution chartered by
the State of Aabana I n ItiSl, Booker T. Wshington put into practice
a programof Industrial and vocational education. Designed to

| nprove the Southem Negro's way of life by ameliorating the economc
conditions vnader which he lived, the Institute has had far reaching
effects. Today It i sone of the outstanding Negro schools In the
United Statea.

2. National Headquarters, American National Red Cross, Wshington, D C
The National Society of the Red O oss establishedlIn tne United States
In I1tJijl, largely through the efforts of Clara Barton, provided for dis-
aster relief and for assistanceto the arned forces through vol untar?/
contributions of t8e Anerican ﬁeopl e. Tne National Headquarters oul | d-
Ing was erected In 1911»17. This inpressive structure, located at

17th and D Streets, N W |s owed by the Arerican National Red O oss,

3. Admnistration Building, Carnegie Institution of VsMhgton, D C
Estaol I sned In 1902 and endowed with $10 m|116n by Industrialist
Andrew Carnegie, tne Cartieglelnstitution of wisnington waa designed to
furtner nvman vel | - oel ng tnrougn basic sclentlrlc researcn. Its
Administration Building, at I'YNXJ P Street, N W in Wsnington, pre-
sides over tne far-flungactivities of tue Institution, and Illustrates
tne significant continui n? contrloutlon or Carn%gi e's wise pollantnropy.
Conpl eted in 1910, tne oullding s owed and nomnlstered by the
Carnegie Institution of Wshington.

k. The Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, Savannfedi, Georgia. Inthis
house the founder and first president of the Anerlcan Girl Scouts was
bom and In Itscarriagehouse she establishedthe first chapter of
that organization In 1912. 1be house, which djates from1818-21, I s
now a nenorial to the Girl Scout Founder and a national programcenter
for the organization. Both the Low Birthplace (Grdon Hene) at 10
| et hor pe Avenue, East, and the carriage housjs (First G rl Scout
Headquarters) at 330 Drayton Street are owned fuid admni stered by the
Girl Scouts of the United States of Anerica.



5 Hull House, Chicago, Illinois. Built Inf 1856, this suburban
residence was acquired by Jane Addans i n 1889, as a settlenent

house for her pioneering social experinent in aidingpoverty stricken
slumdwel lers. Nw included within a new canpus of the Iftiiversity

of Illinois inChicago, it has beenrestored by the University. The
Hul | House i s |ocated at 800 South Hal sted Street, Chicago.

6. Frances Wllard House, Evanston, Illinois. Frances WIlard
(1839-1898) becane proninent in tenperance work i n Chicago i n 187"
and, after becomng President of the V@nari s™ Christian Tenperance
Union in 879> gave direction and organizationto the tenperance nove-
ment that nade it of national influence. In 1891 she becane President
of the International V@nan' s ChristianTenperance Union. The Wllard
House, at 1730 Chi cago Avenue, Evanston, |llinois, isa two-story
frame i n good condition. |t contains nuch of its original furniture
and i s opento the public. The Vdnan' s Christian Tenperance Uni on
now owns and maintains the house.

7. Levi Coffin House Fountain City, IndianaL Levi Coffin's hone
wes one of the nmost active stationson the underground railroad, and
Coffin's activities i nbehalf of rinaway slajres were major eud
influential. H isreputed to have aided the flight of neeirly 2,000
slaves while he lived i n Newport (now Fountain City) from 1826 vmtil
[8U7. H's two-story gray brick hone at 115 Main Street i n Fountain
City has changed little and isingood condition. Privately owned,
it 1snot opento the public.

8. Nw Harnony, Posey County, Indiana. Nw Harnony preserves nany
historic structuresof the Rappite cormunit)é; purchased i n 1825 by
Robert Dal e Qnen as the scene for perhaps the outstanding U opian
experinment of the 19th century inthe United;States. | t1s unique
in representing both a religiously inspired and a secxilarlylnspired
conmoni t £u; | an experinment.  Anong the nost sl ™ifleant surviving

bui | di ngs associated with both Rappites and Quenites are the
Fauntleroy Hone, the Harnoni st House, the Gomunity House Nb. 2,
Communi ty House No. 3, the Fort, and the Labyrinth, or Mize. Seven
acres of the site, including Comunity Housel No. 2, sure owned by the
State of Indiana, and operated as the Nw Harnony State Menorial .

9. Herbert Hoover Birthplace, Vst Branch, lowa. Herbert C Hoover,
di stinguished engineer, numanltarian, and 3I8t President of the United
States, was born of Quaker parentage inthis nodest two-roomecottage.
This house i s included ina menoriell park that also contains the
graves of President and Ms. Hoover, a restored blacksmth shop simlar
to the one operated by Hoover's father, and the Hoover Presidenti al
Library, admnistered by the National Archives and Record Service. The
park has been reconmended for addition to th” Natlonai Park System as
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site.



10.  Anmana Villages, lowa County, lowa. Seven Amana conmunities were
founded in the 1850"s as experinents in communal [iving. The

communi ties prospered until 1932, when tenporal andspiritual affairs
were sei)arated. Many buildingsinthe villages date from the

1850's and1860's. The Avana Vil | ages are | ocated i n lowa Cointy,
lowa, andare admnistered by the Anana Society, Amnana, |owa, although
the hones are privately owned.

11. Daniel Carter Beard Boyhood Hone, Kentucky. The structureat

322 East Third Street, Covington, Kentucky, was the boyhood hone of
Daniel Carter Besud. Fromthe outset of the organized Boy Scout
Movenent i nthe United States, inJune 1910, Dan Beard played em
important role in shaping andactivating the :By Scouts. From 1912,

and vmtil his death i n 191, hewas the soleinational Scout comm ssioner,
a position which nade him i neffect chief of jthe volunteer forces of
Scouting throughout the country. Through these years of dedicated
interest andservice, he becane the personification of the spirit of
Scouting. The hone, nowused as a School for Practical Nurse Education,
is owned by the Salvation Arny's Booth Menorial Hospital.

12.  Col oni al Annapolis Historic District, Maryland. Col onial

Annapolis Historic District, contains afine concentration of colonial
bui I dings which illustrate andcommenorate the political, comercial,
and social life of oneof the nore important towns i nthe col onies
before andduring the Revolution. Included i nthe historic section

are Church andState Circles andageneral aijea south to the water
front. Mny pre-Revol utionary buildings alorig the rather narrow streets
radiating from State Circle provide anentrancing view of aneighteenth
centvrry town.

13.  Brook Farm Vést Roxbury, tfassachusetts. Brook Farml8l(-I-1814-7

was a vmque experinent of [iterary and cultiared persons of the Boston
area and the nost fanous of the New Englend Uopias. |t was foxinded by
errajiscendentalists andothers In sillrrpat hy wi th that philosophy. Anong
the proninent nanes associated with this conmunitarian experinent were:
George Ripley, Charles A Dana, Margaret Fulljer, Ral pho V@l do Ererson,
and Nat“ni el Hawt hor ne.

lk, WIlliamLloyd Garrison House, Roxbury, Massachusetts. WIIliam

Ll oyd Garrison (1805-79) was the nost articulate and Influenclal
exponent of immediate abolition of slavery. Through the col ums of
the Liberator which he edited from 1831-66, the New Engl and Anti -
slavery society (1832) and the Anerican Antial avery Society (1833),
nunerous | ectures, anda series of propanganda brochiires. Garrison did
nore than anyone else to stir the northern cdnsclence onthe question
of slavery. The hone i n which helived froml18l+ vtntil 1879 Is
located at 125 H ghland Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts. Nowa
nursing hone, | tisnot opento the public.



15«  Ponpeys Pillar, Yellowstone Cointy, Mntana. Ponpeys Pillar,

a nassive bl ock of sandstone, has been awell-known |andnark of

the Lewis and Clark Expedition since 1806 wyBr Captain Wl liam
Cark naned the rock and carved his signature onits surface. The
sinple ins6ription, "\toClark July 25 1806," remains today. |twas
improtected until 1882, when the Northern Pacific Railroad placed

a heavy double iron grating over It. This grating was replaced with
a heavy bul | et-proof glass by the present owners i n 1956.

Ponpeys Pillar |a locatedabout 28 niles nor”east of Billings,
Mntana. Privately owned, the site i snot opento the public at
present.

16. \Westland, Hone of Grover Oevelemd, New Jersey. 1In 1897,
following his second termas President of th”United States, Q over
O eveland (1837-1908) retired to this large o and one-half story
stucco-covered stone house at 15 Hodge Road I n Princeton. There he
mai ntai ned hi s residence for the remainder of his life. The house,
which i s privately owned, i s not opento theipublic.

d7. t h&usandBnghht honys Hane, hBoorestrers riNw York. M ss Anthony, one
until her death in 1906, occupied this two-s novenent fromthe 1850's
17 Madi son Street i n Rochester for the last Niyyebrscbfhbeselate.

The house, which contains neny of its origindl furnishings. I s
operated as ahistoric house nuseumby the Sjisan B Ant hony Menori al
Cor por ati on.

18. Frederick E Qwirch House, "Qema, " Col unbi a County, NewYork.
"Cana," Frederick E Church's castle-like residence atop ahill Just
east of the Hudson River, near Gernantown, eyinces the painter's |ove
of the dramatic ena grand. Overlooking 60 mles of the Hiudson River
val l ey, the stone residence aptly synbolizes | the spirit and vitality
of one of America s ablest nineteenthcentury |andscape artists—a

| eader anong American eirtists inaperiodthat has been describedas
the most prosperous periodfor artists inthe history of Arerican Art
(181401876). A thotogh now privately owned, the "Qana" Preservation
Cormttee seeks t o purchase the house and to[preserveit for historical
pur poses.

19. Thoneis Col e House, Catsklll, NewYork. | Thonas Col e, pioneer
Interpreter of the romantic beauty of the Anerican | endscape, is
one of Anmerica's notable |andscape and allegorical paintersof the
first half of the nineteenthcentury, and was the finest |andscape
painter of his time. The Hidson River School, which is receiving
renewed attention today, sprang up |argely because of Cole's work,
and his |andscapes renain outstending exanples of that school. H s
house and studio, |ocatedat 218 Spring Street i nCatsklll, are
privately owed 8na not open to the public.



20. M. Lebanon Shaker Society, M. Lebanon, New York. Founded
in 17b7, the M. Lebanon Shaker Society was the first of the

19 Sheiker communitarian settlements established inthe United
States. |t was economically nore successful than any of the
others, and it housed the central mnistry!'whichdirectedthe
affairs of the other comunities. A though the commnity remai ned
prosperous throughout the 19th century, it was dooned to eventual
extinction by the practice of celibacy. 1iil192% most of the
property was sold, and Shakerlsmended at M. Lebanon. A leu ge
nxmber of the structuresstill remin. Mst of these are owed
by the Darrow School and are used for educational purposes.

21. Thedd Merchants House, New York, NewYork. Built inl832,
this house was purchased in 1835 by Seabur” Tredwel x, owner of a
successful hardware business, wholived there until his death in
1865. Unique I n that both its exterior emi interior architectxireil
features remain Intact and inthat it contains itsoriginal
furnishings, it well illustrates the [ife of the prosperous urban
mercantile cleiss of the md-19th century. , The house, |ocated at
29 East kth Street i n Manhattan, i s nowoperated as a historic
house nuseum | tis open to the public.

22.  (nei da Conmuni ty Mansi on House, nei dk, New York. (neida
was the scene of one of 19th century Ameri;a' s most unusual and
successful conmunitarian experinments. Foujided i n Idh& by John H
Noyes, the community flourished imtll 18811lwhen public hostility
and dissension within the group led to thej end of the experinent.
The Community House, a brick structure of K3Oroons, has
been only noderately changed. Qwed by Onfeida Ltd., it i s not
open to the public.

23. Elizabeth Cady Stanton House. Seneca t"alls. New York.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1615-1902) vasthe |eading organizer of the
vonen' s rights novenent inthe 19th century. Wth Lutetia Mtt,
she ceilled the First Vidgnen' s Rights Convention in IUkii at Seneca
Falls, NewYork. Al though concerned v/ith all inequalities, she
strove always to keep the novenent focused; on winning the right

to vote. As alect\u:er, panphleteer, and president of the National
Vgnan Suffrage Association from Ib80-1b90,; and of the National
Vgnan Suffrage Association from 1090-1092, Ms. Stanton effectively
led the novenent that would culmnate intne 19th anendnent in
1920. Tne house |ocated at 32 Vashinfjton Street, I n Seneca Falls,
Isbll_n good condition. Privately owed, it isnot opento the
public.



2k.  Beginning Point, First Public Land Survey, Chio. At this point on
Sept enber 30, 1M1 Tnonas Hutchins, tne fli*st Geographer to tne
United States, Inaugurated the use of tne rectsngular |and survey
system wnicn resulted fromtne O dinance ofi 10? "for ascertaining
tre node of disposing of lands intne wester territory." As the
systemnas remained i nuse since tnat time | has been utilized in
surveying the mllions of acres of landnai iy up the 31 states

created fromthe public donain, the Beglnni Point |s of great
historical significance. The Beginning Polnjt |s |ocated on the north
bank of the Chio River in eastern East Livei pool, Chio.

25. Warren G Harding Hone, Marlon, Chio, this two-story clapboard
hone at 380 Mbunt Vernon Avenue, Warren G pding and hiswife |ived
from1891 to 1921, when the 29th President ["ft for Washington. From
its spacious front porch he conducted his fened Presldentlel. canpaign
of 1920. The Harding Hone i s now owed and jintained as a historic

house nuseumby the Harding Menorial Fovndat! on.

26. Fort Washita, Bryan County, (klahoma, stabllshed In 1842 near
the Jinctlonof the Washita and Red Rivers, ‘ot Washita served as a
base for mlitary eicploration of the Eouthwe t and as a guardl em of

the immgrant Chickasaw I ndians fromthe Eas Located about 15 miles
northwest of Durant on Cklahoma 199/ it isnv being restoredby the
Ckl ahorma Hi storical Society.

27.  Col oni al Germantown, Philadel phia, Pennsylvania. The [|8th

and 19th century buildings that line historit Gernantown Avenue
represent an architectural heritage of considerable interest. The
nuner ous houses within the historic district illustrate a diversity
of occupations, the Gernanic bacltground and -phe Americem zation of
the  community.

28. Eastern State Penitentiary, Phlladelphl”, Pennsylvania. Built
bet ween 1B23-1029, the Eastern State Penitentiary represented the
first application of the Pennsylvania Systemof penology, which
featiared the idea of solitary confinenent of prisoners. |t becane
the prototype for other prisons based on the sane concept.  The
rison, locatedat 21st and Fairmount Avenue in Philadel phia, has
een |ittle changed and continues in use.






33« Calvin Coolldge Honmestead, Plynouth, Vertnont. In this frane
end clapboard house, Calvin Coolldge spent his boyhood years, 1876-
1887. Here, following President Vrren G Harding' s death in

1923, he took the oath as President of the United States; and here
In January, 1933* he died. The Cool|dge Honestead, which Cool | dge
regarded as his true hone, well expresses the character of the
30th President. | tismintained as a historlic house nuseumby the
State of Vernont.

P, N 652W
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Econony was t he third and final hone of the Harmonite Society. The Conmonweal th
of Pennsylvania now adm nisters one bl ock and a half of the original comunity.
Wthin this area are 17 buildings that represent the various facets of [ife at
Econony. O these structures the nost inpressiveinclude:*

The Geat House- The center of governnment at Econony, t he Geat House was
begun around 1825. | twas originally two separate houses, one for Rapp, who
was known as Father Rapp, and the other for Rapp's adopted son, Frederick. The
Geat House has a two story central sectionwith one story wings on either side.
h the north side stands t heFrederick Rapp house, a gabled two story brick
structure with dormers. Furnishings of the Geat House are not typical of the
ot her dwellings at Econony. The Geat House showed t heinportance of the

| eader t ot heconmmunity. | tindicated the power and authority of George Rapp.
The nore inportant roons include:

George Rapp' s Bedroomand Vault- Here i slocatedthe bed i n which
Rapp died i n 1847 at t heage of 90. At thefoot of this bedis thechest used
by Rapp. Adjacent Rapp's bedroomi s the vault built of concrete with iron
doors. Housed here was the entire treasury of the Society which in 1846 total ed
sone $500,000. During Father Rapp's lifetime the noney was kept intact.

Trustees' Rbom TRis roomwas both the center of cultural activity
and Society business, The roomhas changed very little as it was kept as a
nenorial tothefounder Here arelocated two pianos typical of this early
period. There areexcellent exanples of painted chairs and settees though
not Htch-cock originals.

Dining Ropom Here were served all formal dinners. There isan
A-shaped wi ne cabinet. The china is of the same type and period used i n the
Harnony society. The silver tea service i san 1820 s piece from Pittsburgh.

Throughout the Geat House arelocated a nunber of fine art works. Part of
the Harnmonite collection includes, "Christ Healing the Sick," "Suffer
Little Children to Qe Unto M," "The Holy Famly," "Mbses Receivingthe
Law on Mount Sinai" and "Rebecca at the Well."

Presently, thesecond floor of the Geat House i s used as archives and houses
a large collection of Rappite manuscripts as well as an extensive collection

*Mich of the description of Econony cones directly fromthe study nade

by M. Daniil B Reibel, Curator and Patricia Black, Curator of Education
titled "A Manual For Quides, Docents, Hostesses and Volunteers of O d
Econony, " (Anbridge, Pa.: The Harnonite Associates, Inc.) 1970.

(Conti nued)
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of original nmusic scores. I nthis areais also alarge vault in which these
col lections arekept.
The Feast Hall- This building is unique in that itwas thefirst built for

its function by the Society andsimlar structures did not exist at either
Harnony or New Harnony. Probably designed by Frederick Rapp, the building
was commenced in 1826 and first used in 1828. It is a2 1/2-story structure
in Germanic design, with [ittle gables and a ganbrel roof. Nbo colums stand
on theinterior andthe weight of the floors arecarried by the walls. The
Feast Hall, also called the Misic Hall, was thecultural center of the
Society. |t was here that major concerts took place. Its nost inportant
function, however, was t ofurnish aplace for the society's major religious
events. The Feast Hall could possibly accommodate 1,000 persons. The first
floor of the Feast Hall is used as a nuseumandorientation center for tours
t hroughout the Museum (Econony) conplex. O this level i salso located t he
offices of the curator andhis staff. |t was also in this building thatthe
Harnoni te press was |ocated. The press is presently onexhibit, asi s a
nunber of interesting pieces produced at Econony.

The Tailor's Shop- Built i n1826the Tailor's Shop is abrick two-story
building with gabled roof. Thebuilding is typically functional. @n the
first floor is located the tailor shop, shoe shop and barber shop and on
the second floor is the hat shop. Items of interest here include: tailor's
benches, onwhich fabrics were cut; tailor's geese, used t opress heavy
seans; thestrawroller, used toflatten straw for hats; the hat steamer,

in which steamwas produced t o shape hats; the barber's chair, an exquisite
exanmpl e of Harmoni st design with the influence of German folk art, the
chair has arns carved in the design of swan's heads.

The Store- The original wooden store was built i n1827 behind the |ocation
of the present two-story brick structure. Thebuilding was first opened i n
1847. The store was t he sales outlet of all products nade at Econony. The
furnishings aretypical of astore during the period. Thebuilding is used
to sell souvenirs andnenentoes t o visitors.

The Baker House (House B on acconmpanying nap titled O d Econony)- The Baker

House is atypical Harmonite dwelling. It isatwo-story brick building.

The present structure is a conplete reconstruction ontheoriginal site. The
furnishings of the Baker House aresimplistic in design andnore typical of

t hose used by the people of Econony. |t was comnmon for nore than one famly

Clont i nued)
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to occupy a house. Vénen slept downstairs and the nen slept on the second
floor on which there are three bedroons. Beds were singles with rope
springs. All furniture inthe house i s Harnonist.

The Ganary- The Ganary is a five-story structure with gabled roof. A mill
constructed building of chestnut, the first floor is half timber with stone
nogging, while the other floors, constructed of wood, were designed to hold
grain. The building was built prior to 1824 and is one of the ol dest struc-
tures at Econony. The Ganary was an instrunment of faith. Thinking that in
the last days there would be a famne as the earth was destroyed, they (the
Har moni st) woul d survive but they would need food. The Ganary served the
function of the hof or public bam

The Grotto and Pavilion- The Grotto, a place of meditation and retreat for
nenbers of the Harnony Society, i s a one-story structure with stones laid in
ashlar fashion. Conpleted in My, 1826 the structure has a thatch roof as

was the original. Located a short distance west of the grotto i s the
Pavilion. Designed by Frederick Rapp, the original pavilion was built in

1832 inwhat is called the "Georgian" style though it is nore aptly of
Germani ¢ H gh Renai ssance influence. Colums circle around a statue, recently
dubbed "Harnonle,"” and are capped by finials, the original having been
designed by Pittsburghartist, Joseph Wodwell .

The Community Kitchen- A one-story frame structure |ocated just north of
the Feast Hall. The building is a reconstruction, but the stone counters
are original as is the sink, benches and sone of the foundation.

There are a nunber of |esser structures at dd Econony. These include the
Carriage House, a one-story frame structure which once served as a store.
Adjacent to the Carriage House, and attached, to the west is a very snall
pottihng shed. There i s also a cabinet shop which sits beside the Conmunity
Ki t chen.

Gardens were plentiful at Od Econony, Throughout the present interpretive
facility are numerous plantings as well as a vineyard and formal gardens.
(See both the acconpanying neap titled Odd Econony and the Panoramc View
of 14th Street, |ooking from the balcony of the Geat House. All site
locations are identified on this sane nap.)

(Conti nued)
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The A d Rappite Church (St. John's Church): Construction began on t hechurch
in 1825. The church i sabrick building with central tower entrance topped
with a clock tower belfrey and cupola. The church has a gabled roof which
runs thelength of the church. The church i slocated across Church Street
opposite the Geat House and was acquired by its present owners afterthe
demse of the Rappite Society i n 1905.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE
— 1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE
— 1700-1799 —ART
—" 800-1899 JIcOMMERCE
J~ 900- —COMMUNICATIONS

SPECIFIC DATES

1825-1905

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

0 the many religiously inspired Utopian experinents

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—CONSERVATION —LAW

—ECONOMICS —LITERATURE

—EDUCATION —MILITARY

—ENGINEERING —MUSIC
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY

—INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
—INVENTION

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

2LRELIGION
—SCIENCE
—SCULPTURE
2LSOCIALYHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

inthe United States during

the 19th century, the Harnony Society's settlement at BEconony i n Pennsylvania

was one of the nost successful.
vania, Econony reflects the zeal

remar kabl e | eader, George Rapp.

Al though quite successful

and |ikewi senaned it Harnony.
and conmer ci al

center.

Now restored by the Conmonweal th, of Pennsyl -
and productivity of the followersof the

at Harnony, the first settlement, th.e Harnonists
sold the comunity and noved t o I ndi ana where they founded a second col ony

This settlement becane a thriving agricultural
However, i n 1824 the Rappites sold Harnony t o Robert

QOnen, who renaned it New Harnmony and attenpted t oestablish a secular U opian

society there.
Historic District.)

(Seethe National Historical

Landnark file on New Har mony

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of |ad in Beaver County, Pennsylvania.

There they erected athird village, which they naned Econony.
communi ty. Econony becane weal thy through its manufactures and it s
Al'though the Society remained affluent,its

industrial _ (
use of |abor-saving machinery.

Primarily an

nunbers had greatly decreased by the 1860's. Gadually all thefactories
were closed down, and i n 1902-03, the Society sold nmost of its land, re-
Finally, i n1905 the Society was dissolved.

taining only three bl ocks.

In 1915 the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania acquired the property, oneand
one-hal f bl ocks.

Is administered by the State as an historical
public.
| ocated i n Beaver County,

This area, which includes 17 of the original
site andi s opened to the

Society sites,

Today, O d Econony i s apart of the tow of Anbridge, which i s

Pennsyl vani a.

H STARY

Econony was the third and final hone of the Rappites in Amrerica.

settlement was |ocated i n Butler County, Pennsylvania.

The first

After years of pro-

ductivity, the Rappites noved t oHarnony, |ndiana, where t hesecond settle-

nment, bearing the sane nane of the town, was established.

| nlndianat he

Har moni st qui ckly set about with the sane enterprises as they had conduct ed
with the same neasure of success. However, i nlittle nore than a decade t he

(Conti nued)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric A_ community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _x- architecture education military social/
1700-1799  jc_ art _engineering music humanitarian
_x_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications jX.. industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates LJ24-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Econony National Historic Landmark, enconpassing the remaining
bui I dings of the Harnony Society's nost successful settlement at

Econony, Pennsylvania, i ssignificant as the nost conplete site of this
| mportant comunitarian sect which had a significant Inpact on the
commercial, industrial, and financial worlds of 19th century America and

an international Inmpact on social reformers of the era. At Econony, the
Har mony Society achieved national recognition for its wool, cotton, and
silk Industries and was known nationally Inits comercial and financial

activities, including its pioneering role inthe oil Industry andits
role in the construction of several railroads, anong them the Pittsburgh
and Lake Erie. [Its three prosperous settlements at Harnony, PA New

Harnmony, IN, and finally at Econony served as nodels for other 19th
century Utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Arana Society, and the
Zoarltes. Promnent social reformers and intellectuals Influenced by
the Society's successful communal |ifestyle include Robert Onen, Hegel,
Byron, and Goethe. The Society's extraordinary productivity testifies
both to the dedication of its nenbers—who practised pacifism conmunal
sharing of property and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief in
Christ's Second Comng--and to the nagnetismof |eaders George and
Frederick Rapp, wo were the Society nenbers' intercessors with the
outside world. Que of the longest-lived of the many 19th century
comuni tarian sects, the Harnony Society was eventually weakened by the
deaths of Frederick and George Rapp i n 1834 and 1847, the industrial
revolution, and a dimnishing population. I n 1905, one hundred years
after its incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The
remai ni ng Harnoni st buildings, conprising the National Historic
Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's nost successful period.

German pietists from the Wiarttenberg area, the Harnonists followed
George Rapp to America | n 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom Like
other pietist groups, they believed ina nore direct relationship wth
God than provided for i nLutheran orthodoxy, and sought to mnimze the

role of the church, its cerenonies, and its dognma. Their somewhat
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelations and
gal vanized by "Father" Rapp's magnetismas spiritual |eader/prophet. 1t

held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind to Its original
pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict within the
Society over certain tenets--the sharing of wealth and practice of
celibacy, inparticular—and George Rapp and hi s adopted son, Frederick,
have been criticized as being dictatorial, un-Christian, and even cruel
in their treatment of Society nenbers and managenent of the Society's
weal t h. The merits of the Society's philosophy and managenent aside,
the Harnonists were able to conbine a religious lifestyle with an
extraordinary degree of econom c success.
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Rappites sold Harnony t o Robert QGnen, who was t orenane i t New Har nony, and
attenpt a secular comunalist colony there (see the National Historic Landnark
file on New Harnony Historic District). Although malaria andthe hostility of
the nei ghbors perhaps induced, inpart, the nove, the Rappites apparently also
want ed easier access tomarkets for their products.

The new site. Econony, offeredthe Harmonists a better opportunity t o sell
their products, as it was only thirteen mles north of Pittsburgh. Eventually

acquiring alittle over 3,000 acres of |and bordering the Chio River, the new
village was "now t obe preemnently an industrial comunity. 1 n20yearsthe
nenbers had acquired skill i ncertain lines of mnufacturing. Areputation

for the excellence of their wares had been established and a wi de patronage
had been acquired."”

As had occurred inthe preceding noves, the Harmonists quickly erected a
village and resuned their agricultural and commercial activities. By 1826,
Econony had nany houses, plus shops, mlls, factories, and other structures,
and sone of the factories were already in operation. Sone idea of the pro-
ductivity of the comunity i s given by the fact that between 1826-31, the
wool en factory at Econony produced $290, 000 worth of goods. | nthe same
period, thecotton factory manufactured about $80,000 worth of goods. | n
addition t othese, other products, such as silk, whiskey, beer, wine, flour,
and hats, were also made at Econony. The success of the commnity, indeed,
aroused the wath of sone interests in Pittsburgh, alocal paper conplaining
in 1829 that merchants had t opurchase wool at "Econony prices." Because
Econony was so difficult t oconpete with, the paper suggested that the Conmon-
weal th dissolve the society. Pennsylvania ignored that advice, and the
Soci ety continued t oprosper, reaching a peak of prosperityin1866.

Despite itsseenmng affluence i n1866, which largely cane fromoil lands that
it owned, the Society was already experiencing decline. A serious blowhad
been sufferedin 1831-32, when a bogus Count de Leon, passing as a M nister of

A John A Bole, The Harnony Society (Philadelphia, 1904), p. 97.

(Conti nued)
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Christ sent toearthtopunish thewcked, |edabout 250 nenbers out of t he
Society. A little over twenty years later, thedrastic decrease i n nenbers,
caused i npart by theearlier defection, forced the abandonment of the silk
manufactory.  Subsequently, almost all other factories closed down, as
menbership continued t o decline. 1n1902-03 the Society sold nmost of its

| and, retaining only three blocks. Finally i n1905 the Society was dissol ved.
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The town of Anbridge once consisted of a great nunber of Economte structures.
However, with the passage of time since the close of the society inthe early
years of this century (1905), these structures have been lost t o renovation,
alteration and destruction.

The Commonweal th of Pennsylvania has preserved about seventeen (17) structures
on 4 acres which gives a good representation of the lifestyle of O d Econony.
Thi's property, inclusive of the O dRappite Church, i s bounded as follows:

Beginning at t he juncture of Thirteenth and Church Streets proceed ina
northerly directionalong the west curb of Church Street t oa point of inter-
section with the south boundary of the St. John's Church property extended
west across Church Street, thence followi ng that extended |ine east, then
north, then west around said church property andwest along the extended
northem boundary of the church toapoint of intersectionwith the west curb
of Church Street, then proceed north again t othe point of intersectionwth
an alley, approximately 125 feet north of 14th Street, thence proceed ina
westerly directionalong the south side of this alley toapoint of inter-
section with Chioview Avenue, thence proceed in a southerly directionalong
the east edge of Chioview Avenue t o a point of intersectionwith Thirteenth
Street, thence east along the north side of Thirteenth Street t othe point

of origin.

This boundary is indicated i nred onthe acconpanying nap entitled A d
Econony, Beaver County, Pennsylvania, drawn by Charles M Stotz, July 1938
and revised January 1943. The nap was prepared for the Pennsylvania
Historical Commssion; also inblack onthe acconpanying W83 quadrangl e.
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Boundary Information and Justiflcatioa :

The towa of Aatbrld® yi”* oaee g !'wW"}j KA>a9edt ">E£ecaomte strxi ctures.
However, with tlie passage of tine since the close of thesociety |a the
early years of this century (1905), these structures have been | ost

to renoovation, alteration and distructioQ

The- Sb»*e of Peaasyl vani a has preserved about seventeen (170 -»i s on
h acre™whi ch gives a good representation of thelifestyle of

Ad Ecoaony. This propertyy*is bounded as fol | ows:

Begiaaing at thejuactiure of Thirteenth and Chiurch Streets proceed ina

northerly direction along the west curb of Church Street to a point jAeNRAAATAT_TTAAA
AU intersection wth aaall ey, approxi matei Jl 25 feet ~tethth. Street,
t hence proceed inal| westerly direction along the south side of this
alleytoapan,ithrtxtirta Tr»nttK of intersection with ChioviewAve.,

thence proceed in a southerly direction along the east edge of Chioview

Are. toapoint of intersectionwth Thirteenth Street, thence easjt

along thenorth side of Thirteenth Street tothepoint of origin.

This boundary is indicated in red onthe acconpanying nap entitled
Ad Econony, firoMirM A 2, « N, A -UtAN BN @adlaly sTezZam [ 31 ' Wi

rarallol ullili 1L T3 11 T the St. John's Church property

to a point of intersection with the west curb of Church Street,

then proceed north again to the point-
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1. Name

Forms

higoric Eoconomy National Historic Landmark

end/or common  Old Economy/Ambridge

2. Location

Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street,
street & nunber Econony Branch Beetline RR and 16t h Str. ?et

For NPS UM only
recaived
dae entered

no; for publication

city, town Anbri dge iLMviclnlty of

state PA code 42 county Allegheny code 007

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Presant Usa

_JL district public __X_occupied agriculture —2L museum
building(8) private unoccupied X commercial parte
structure _JS_both o work in progress IL educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
d)jeii iiinln process A yes: restricted government scientific

JiZi"belng considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
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4. Owner off Property

name Multiple

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse
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city, town Beaver state p;

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title National Register of Historic Places tias this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 1985 X federal state county local

depository (or survey records | 1cnal Pa
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7. VL::AN-

Condition Chock one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
X good ruins x altered moved date
fair unexposed

Dascriba tha prasant and original (if known) physical appearance

(SEE ATTACHED)



south, continuing south acrobs loth Street to a point. Proceed west along
the south side of 16th Street to the northwest corner of the property of 68
and 70 16th Street. Follow the west and south property lines of this
parcel, continuing east along the south property lines of theproperties
facing 16th Street and across Church Street ina straight line to the east
side of the street. Follow the east side of Church Street to a point
opposite the north property line of 1515 Church Street. Proceed west
across Church Street ina straijlic line and follow the north, west, and
south property lines of 1515 Church Street, continuing east across Church
Street to a point. Proceed so.: .Img the east side of Church Street to
the southeast corner of Church and Laughlln Streets. Proceed west across
Church Street ina straight line, continuing west along the south side of
Laughlln Street to the northwest corner of the property of 75 15th Street
Proceed south along the west property line, continuing across 15th Street
to a point. Proceed west along the south side of 15th Street to the
northwest corner of the property of 70 15th Street. Follow the west
property line to the north edge of the O d Econony Village property (parce
#12-01-301). Proceed west along the north edge of this property, then
south along the west property line to the point of origin.

The Harmoni st cemetery, a discontiguous part of the historic district
ls located south of the rest of the district near the northwest corner of
Church and |lth Streets. | tis a rectangular | ot of approximately 1/4
acre. |t sboundaries correspond to those of tax parcel #11-04-308.
BOUNDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON!

The boundaries of the historic district were selected to Include al |

of the confirmed extant Harmonist buildings that are on their origina



sites and to exclude as many non-Harmonist buildings as possible. The
Har moni st buildings are defined as those built by or for the Harmonists
during the period of the Society's existence at Econonmy, 1824-1905. Most
of these buildings were constructed in the 1829-1840 period, but sone date
to the latter part of the 19th century when the Society was aging rapidly
and required different types of buildings. Because the Haraonlnsts built
their community as an Integrated whole, each confirmed Harmonist building
on itsoriginal site contributes to the significance of the district.

The irregularity of the district boundary is due to the nature of
pos t-Haroicnist developraer. t. After 1905 nuch of the Harnmony Society's
property was sold to developers who were laying out the new adjacent steel
town of Anmbridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlln Streets were
Inserted between the existing Harmonist numbered streets, and the new |ots
were quickly filled with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard lots were also
sold off at this time, for houses. The result is a Juxtaposition of two
types of architecture: the nineteenth century buildings of Harmonists, and
the nodest, early twentieth century workers* houses of Anmbridge. The
district boundary consequently extends finger-like to include the remaining
Harmoni st streetscapes (along with the non-contributing houses built
bet ween Harmoni st ones) but exclude the post-1905 streetscapes.

A single, large vacant | ot between Laughlln and 16th Streets, north of
Church Street has been included, because excluding it would nean |eaving a
group of three Harmoni st houses at the northeast corner of this | ot
Isolated from the rest of the district as a discontiguous group.

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been wundertaken

in the district are located within the boundaries discussed here.



L' lovn via several puiiips. Community bake ovens were distributeo
throughout the town.

The community garden, with itsallegorical figure of Harnmony and the
Grotto structure, reflects the Society's religious beliefs as well as its
love of natural beauty. The | andscape that exists today Is only a
representative of what once existed—a deer park with Virginia deer,
labyrinths, a second pavlilllon, and plants and flowers trained to grow In
el aborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on the buildings within
the museum complex, once were trained to grow on al |l of the houses, where
they were watered by run-off from the roofs.

The Society had wide-ranging impact on a regional and local scale.

The Economy Hotel (no longer extant) served a |large number of travellers,
who stopped at this well-known spot along the Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Mich
of Economy's considerable publicity canme from the many travellers' accounts
written by visitors to the hotel.

Investments which had regional Impact Include the Pennsylvania oi l
fields in Warren County, where the Econony Oil Conpany built a refinery and
a 17-mile pipeline. 1In Beaver County, the Harmonists bought the land for

the town of Beaver Falls, which it laid out and promoted by building a bank

and several factories. Geneva College located at Beaver Falls due to the
efforts of the Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and
the Econony Planing Mill Conpany, both active c.|890. 't invested in four

other railroads besides the Society's ownership of the Pittsburgh & Lake
Erie Railroad.
Most of the Harmonists unique and impressive I|andscape features have,

unfortunately, been lost. The heavy devel opment of the outskirts of



lL.coll''e o 1- "'L ',-l.".e- J.1h ceiitury ue~ Ir yL. feature-, :; t i-rchent
garend at Ol d Econony Village, while retaining the important Pavilion ad
Grotto structures, has seen extensive restoration. The original town

| ay-out remains discernable, however, and i s a major contributing feature
of thedistrict today.

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Econony | nthe
last twenty years on the grounds of the Ol d Econony Village compl ex.
Relatively narrow i nscope, these studies di dnot produce any new
information of great significance about the Society's activites, though
artifacts were uncovered. The archaeological potential of the district
remains considerable.

Due to the dem se of Industry at Economy, mounting expenses, and sone
bad investments, debts accumulated i nthe Society's final decades. John S
Duss, the last active Trustee, resigned i n 1903 i nfavor of hiswife. Two
years later Ms. Duss formally dissolved the Society, which had only three
living members. A subsequent legal battle resulted i nthe State of
Pennsylvania "inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present nuseum
O d Econony Village.

Since the dissolution of the Harmony Society, Economy has becone part
of thelarger, 20th century industrial town that supplanted it , Ambridge.
The restored museum complex provides an intellectual context for
understanding the Harnmony Society's beliefs and history. The Har moni st
houses and other Society buildings outside the nuseum enconpassed by the
National Historic Landmark, provide a more complete physical document of
the Society and itsway of [life,

1.  Arndt, Econony on the Ohio, p.xviii.



2.  Reibel, eiuiQ to Od Econony, p.42.

3. "The National Inmportance of Od Econony and the Value of its
Restoration," wunpublished report submtted by D. Cecil K Byrd, Chairnar.,
I ndiana University; Dr. Janes H Rodabaugh, Onhio Historical Society; and
Dr. Clyde C Walton, Illonois State Historical Society, August 15 1957
A Arndt, Econony on the Ohio, p.469

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania ,p. 194
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#10. Verbal boundary description and justification

Beginning on the west side of thedistrict at the northwest corner of
Route 65 and 13th Street, proceed east along the north side of 13th Street
to a point opposite the west side of the property of 98 13th Street.
Crossing the street due south, follow the west and south property lines of
98 13t hStreet, continuing east across Church Street to a point. Proceed
south along the east side of Church Street to a point opposite the north

side of the property of 99 12th Street. Crossin?; thf street due v/est,

follow the north and west property lines, continuing: south across 12th
Street to a point. Proceed west on the south side ui 12th Street to its
Intersection with Route 65. Follow the west and south property lines of 70
12th Street, continuing east along the south property Ilines of the

properties facing 12th Street tothe southeast corner of the property of
280 12t h Street. Proceed north along the east property line and continue
north across 12t h Street toa point. Proceed east along thenorth side of
12th Street to i tsintersectionwith Merchant Street. (The property of
1198 Merchant Street—tax parcel #11-04-611—s located at the southeast
corner of this intersection and i s also included i nthehistoric district,
but i s discontiguous.) Proceed north along the west side of Merchant
Street to thenortheast corner of the property of 1221 Merchant Street.
Follow thenorth and west property lines, continuing south across Wagner
Street to a point. Proceed west along the south side of Wagner Street toa
point opposite the east property Iline of 1216 Church Street. Crossing the
street due north, follow the east property line of 1216 Church Street to
the south property Iline of 272 13th Street. Proceed ?i f along the south

property lines of al |the properties facing 13th Street, including the



property at the southeast corner of ijtrn Hdd .".ercnant Streets, continuing
east across Merchant Street ina straight line to the southwest corner of
the property of 1240 Merchant Street. Follow this south property line east
to the west side of 308 13th Street. Follow this property line south and
then east, continuing east along the south property lines of the properties
facing 13th Street to the southeast corner of the property of 336 13th
Street. Follow the east side of this property north to 13th Street

Proceed west on the south side of 13th Strfe* to the southwest corner of

13th and Church Streets. Proceed north in a straight line across 13th
Street, cor.tinuing north along the west Church Street to a point
opposite the north side of Creese Street. Proceed east in a straight line

across Creese Street, and follow the north side of Creese Street to a point

opposite the west property line of 273 13th Street. Crossing the street in

a straight line to the south, follow the west, south, and east property
lines of 273 13th Street, continuing north ina straight Iine across Creese
Street to a point. Proceed east along the south property Iline of St.
John's Lutheran Church, then follow the east property line to the south

property line of 274 and 280 14th Street. Proceed east along this property
line, and then north along the east property Iline, continuing north ina
straight line across 14th Street to a point. Proceed east along the north
side of 14th Street to a point opposite the west property Iline of 312 14th
Street . Proceed due south across 14th Street, and follow the west and
south property lines of 312 14th Street, continuing east along the south
property lines of those buildings facing 14th Street to the southeast
corner of the property of 324 14th Street. Follow the east and north

property Ilines of this parcel, continuing west to a point opposite the east



property line of 317 |Ath Street. Proceed due north across 14th Street and
follow the east and north property lines of 317 14th Street, continuing
west along the south side of Boyleston Street to the west side of Church
Street. Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point
opposite the south property line of 100 15th Street. Proceed east across
Church Street In a straight line, continuing east along the south property
lines of the properties facing 15th Street to the southeast corner of the
property of 286 15th Street. Proceer’ rth along the east property Iline,
continuing north across 15th Street lo n straight line to a point. Proceed
east along the north side of 15th Sticc. to the northeast corner of 15th
and Merchant Streets. Proceed south across 15th Street in a straight Iine
continuing south along the east side of Merchant Street to the southwest
corner of the property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow the south and then
the east property lines, continuing north along the east property lines of
the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street ina
straight line to the northeast corner of the property of 1500 Merchant
Street. Proceed due west along the north property line, continuing west
across Merchant Street along the south side of Laughlln Street to a point
opposite the west property Iine of 289 Laughlln Street. Proceed west ina
straight line to the southwest corner of the property of 288 16th Street.
Proceed east in a straight line along the south property lines of 288 and
296 16th Street to the west side of Merchant Street. Follow the east and
then north property lines of 296 16th Street to a point opposite the east
property line of parcel #12-05-516 (no address; situated at the northwest
corner of 16th and Merchant Streets). Proceed due north across 16th

Street, and follow the property lines of parcel #12-05-516 north, west, and



Landscape features such as gardens, orchards, |labyrinths, a deer park,
etc. that were once part of the community are no longer extant, with the
exception of the largely recreated garden of O d Econony Village. Ot her
| andscape features were located outside the proposed district on land that
has now been densely developed for residential and commercial use, or
within the district on land which has since been developed. The only
significant landscape features remaining, then, are enconpassed i nthe

boundaries discus'? " ":'Mrr.



1, bebcription

The Econony National Historic Landmark i s situated along the Ohio
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Tittsburgh, Pennsylvania i n the
Borough of Ambridge. | tcontains theremaining buildings of the Harnmony

Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there i n 1825 and built

t hecomplex community they would occupy until theSociety's dls”c/utlon i n
1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district lies on a level plain
m dway between theriverbank and hills risinp t he east. I tincludes

O d Economy Village, a four-acre nmuseum corapley owned and operated by the

Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, containing nor.. :. .: a dozen major Harmonist
buildings. Surrounding thenuseum on three sides i sa grid of seven major
streets lined with over 90 Harmonist houses and other Harmonist buildings,

each of which areprivately owned and serve mostly as residences.

The community's original physical core i sstill largely Intact,
consisting of eight streets laid out by theHarmonists: two running
north-south (Church and Merchant Streets) and five running east-west (12th
through 16t hStreets). Four narrower streets, also running east-west,
were Inserted between theexisting Harmonist ones i ntheearly 20th

century. These newer streets occupy what were originally theinteriors of

the Harmonist blocks, areas reserved for household gardens and utility
sheds. To theextent possible, they have been deleted from the National
Historic Landmark district, resulting i nthefinger-like district boundary

configuration proposed herein.
The intersection of 14t hand Church Streets was the functional center
of Econonmny. Sited along Fourteenth Street were rrany of the Society's

i mportant community, public, and residential huildings, includingthe
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Frederick Rapp's house, thetailor shop with its large wine cellar, and
the public hotel and tavern. All of thr-e buildings except thetavern are
extant.

Wth theexception of thechurch, themjor Harmonist buildings with
particular architectural character arelocated within themseum conplex,
west of Church Street spanning 14t h Street. The nuseum conplex i s the
result of major restoration work underta" en by theState of Pennsylvania
between 1938 and 1965. At theentrance to theconplex i stheFeast Hall
(completed c.1828), thebuilding that v , r r ethan any other except
perhaps t heChurch, theHarmonists' central meeting place. lts 50" x 96
second floor hall was used for theSociety's four annual celebrations, and
the building also housed a school room |library, music room nuseum and
drawi ng school. I'ts steep gambrel roof i sa Germanic feature usedi n
other significant, though no |longer extant. Harmonist buildings erected at
about thesame time—the cotton mill and thehotel. Its classical
entrance further distinguishes it fromall theother Society buildings
except thefounder's house. |Inside, thebarrel-vaulted celling of the
hall, with its attached chanmferred pilasters and shallow wall arches,
echoes that i ntheChurch. The shallow arches arealso seen I n the
two-story porch of the Great House and t he hotel.

Germanic influence may also be seen i ntheGranary (c.l1832), another
of thelargest remaining Harmonist buildings. lts first floor i sbhuilt of
exposed wood nenbers Infilled with stone. The wood nenbers areclearly
numbered with Roman numerals for ease of construction. This numbering

system was used i ntheconstru:tic of thehouses as well, althoughthe



The Great House (c.1826), hone of founder George Rapp and his adopted
son Frederick, the community's business |eader, reflects the Harmonists'
desire to build "inthe American manner," although it shows German
Influence in the clipped gables of the roof. Though by no neans ornate,
the Great House features numerous architectural details not found
el sewhere In the community: classical frontispieces, carved stone steps,
decorative transoms, a two-story rear porch, and on the Interior, a
central staircase with carved bar.nl*ter, and furnishings from
Phil adel phi a. Here visitors wer. ti-rtained by the Rapps and nmembers of
the Society.

Ot her major buildings located on the nmuseum grounds are the community
kitchen, sited beside the Feast hall and used when celebrations were held
in that building; cabinet and tailor shops; a store; and a warehouse.
These buildings are al |l of simple design, with the larger buildings facing
14th Street built of brick (tailor shop and store) and the smaller
buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop and warehouse). The
tailor shop is notable for the large vaulted wine cellar, with exceedingly

fine stonework, that is its basement.

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Old
Econony Village, is one of the district's most significant buildings, both
as the focal point of the Society's spiritual Iife and as a work of
architecture. Wth itstall, tiered cupolal/clock tower, housing the
Society's peculiar one-handed clock, it is the district's mpst conspicuous

building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has historically been

credited to Frederick R‘pp, irien, have the designs of al |l the other



maj or hcir.-.oiiist buiio.: .0t txiiitiits typical Harmonist features on its
wel | -preserved interior, such as a barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached
chamered pilasters wt!, shall.ow wall arches. Because i ts use has

remai ned the sane, the church has had relatively few alterations and Is

the best preserved Harmonist building outside the grounds of the nuseum

Though the ambience of 19th century Econonmy may best be appreciated
within O'd Econony Villago- Pod the Church, the extent and duration of the
Har moni st community and town plan is seen best in the surrounding
residential area. This : . . the district retains a distinct appearance
and atmosphere due to the homogeneity of the Harmonist houses and their
regul ar spacing along the streets. Built either of locally made brick or
of wood | ap siding, the houses are almost al | two stories in height, with
a 3x2 bay configuration, gable roofs with the roof ridge running parallel
to the street, and doors that open onto the side garden rather than the
street. There are 30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses in
the historic district. Al | but one of the frame houses has been covered
with modern siding (alum num, insulbrlck, asphalt shingles, permastone,
and modern brick are al |l represented here). The brick houses have
resisted camouflage and are the most recognizably Harmonist.

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Econonmy that they had
used in their two previous settlements at Harnony, PA and New Harmony, IN.
In their braced-frame system of construction, each floor was framed as an
| ndependent wunit. Rat her than a roof ridgepole, each set of rafters was
constructed as an independent truss with the ceiling rafter as it s bottom

chord. The chimney, built as a structurally Independent wunit, ran



diagonally tnroufcU t:ie house's attic i n order toexit the roof at the
ridge, where flashing was unnecessary. Those original chimeys, that
renain, are of squat proportions and are situated just off-center along
the roof ridge. I[nsulation inthe form of "dutch biscuits"—slats of wood

wr apped with nmud and straw—were used, and brick was placed between the

wall studs on thefirst floor of frame buildings.

The house plan, basically identical I nall of thehouses, consisted
of three rooms on enr': floor, two small rooms and one large one. Onthe
first floor, these were an entry hall (containing thestaircase), kitchen,
and larger [living/sl!:.;!";* f, pace. Bedrooms were on t he second floor. A
shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, i sattached tonearly all of the

brick houses. O wood | apsiding, these sheds have studs numbered I n the
typical Harmonist fashion.

The exterior of thebrick houses vcre designed with several features
which were both functional and attractive; most of thebrick houses retain
at least sone of these features. The simple facade of common bond brick
was enlivened with jack arches above wi ndows and doors, and a corbelled
cornice on thelong sides of thehouse. Doorways were rather deeply
recessed, and shared t he same wood surround of multiple beading asthe
wi ndows. The doors themselves were si x panelled.

The considerable garden and yard space of each house included a
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, and an
animal-stall.

Interspersed with t hehouses were Harmonist buildings serving other
functions, such a? a doctor's office, workshops for t hemaking of barrels

and hats, a wagcn. shed, and a wine press house. The smaller



W. rl d.:..<r.-iiy desig:ed Lo be cCL; itible in
scale and materials with the houses. Several of these non-residential
Har moni st buildings are extant. The wmajor industrial buildings, requiring
large anounts of water from the river or producing unpleasant odors, were
relegated to the outskirts of the community.

The site plan of Economy vas not a rigid grid divided strictly into
discreet areas of different uses, but It was an orderly pattern with
definite considerations for aesthetic quality. Buildings sited along the
street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent spacial pattern of
solid and void. redi ctably, post-Harmonist devel opment resulted in the
construction of newer houses in these open lots; nevertheless, the
original Harmonist plan remains discernable.

The Harmonists' nost |mportant garden remains on the grounds of the
museum A place of meditation, it Includes tw important structures with
allegorical significance for the community: the Pavilion and the Grotto.
The Pavilion, a classical design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built
In 1831 and housed the wood-scul pted female figure of Economy. Schol ars
specul ate that she represents "the spiritual harnony [the Harmonists]
hoped to achieve here on earth and afterwards in heaven."1 The Grotto, a
round, rough stone structure with thatched roof, has a marvelous classical
interior, as refined as the building's exterior is rude. This contrast
conveyed the difference between the superficial and the substantial, the
temporal and the spiritual.

The ability of the historic district to convey a distinct sense of
time and place today derives from several features: the nunber and

honoge.ieity f buildings; the recognizable Harmonist site planning; the



assdrtrt,:.: ol types of buildings; and the existence of the
already-restored nuseum complex. Accentuating the ambience of t he
historic district i s the fact that the surrounding community of Ambridge
is so utterly different i nnature. So densely built was Ambridge(the
nane i s a contraction of American Bridge, thedivision of US Steel that
purchased nmuch of the Harmonist property c.1905 and subsequently <created a
new town surrounding Economy) that i t serves to insulate Econonmy from
other tvp. f intrusions. During the early growth of Ambridge, houses of
that era \er”™ built on many of the yard lots i n Econony. Ot her, defunct
Har moni . -: ..MN.ings were demolished and replaced by new structures.

Several nor.-residential Harmonist buildings were converted to residential
use. Once this transition had occurred, and the Society was dissolved,
relatively few physical changes occurred to thedistrict. Il nspite of
extensive remodelllngs to individual buildings, thehistoric district as a
whol e remains a visible product of the Harmony Society of thel9th
century.

Econonmy was a planned community, and it sbuildings  reflect this in
their standardization of materials and construction. The community and/or
utilitarian structures have different designs befitting their unique
purposes. The houses, however, can be grouped into four basic types,
again reflecting the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary i n
the COmmunity.

Because of the great similarity of houses within each type, the
following inventory describes the individual types i ndetail, and then
lists all the buildings i norder by location and addresses, with the

r.useu-. coTiplex discussed first, keying theresidential buildings tothe



The precedent for this type of Inventory cones from the Harmonists
thf-~elves, who inventoried their real estate holdings in 1833 and
determ ned the sane four types of residences.?2 (An additional type they
catalogued has no extant examples.) The sane four basic types were used
again In a comprehensive planning study of the district prepared by GCreen
International in 1977. Al | buildings not corresponding to one of these
four types (including nmost of the museum buildings) are described
individually. I nformation about alterations, variations, additions, etc.
j= - ed for each building.

1. Rei bel, Guide to Od Economy, p.26.

2. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837.

TYPE A Two-story Brick House:
Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof —with ridgepole
running east-west—and a corbelled brick chimney located on the
ridge, just east of center. The brick is laid in commpn bond,
with flat arches above the wi ndows and door, corbelling at the

cornice, and a watertable. Wndows are double hung sash, six-

over-six, except for small, single attic windows in each gable
end. The door is located on the end of the house, rather than
on the street elevation. Most houses of type have a wood shed

addition on the rear, one room wide, with itsow door, also on
the end of the house. This house type retains the best integrity

in the district. There are 30 extant buildings of this type.



1V . -s: re:ranelioubc:
Al most identical toType A except constructed of wood. Buil dings
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The nost
common alterations have been t heapplication of new siding and
roofing material, changes t ow ndow size and placement, theaddition
of eave returns, and t headdition of a door on thestreet elevation.
There are 34 extant buildings of this type.
TYPE G Two-story Franme Doubl e House;
Sited with its gable end towards thestreet, thebuilding has five-
by-two bays, with multiple chimeys, doors on t heeast or west
sides, and wi ndows of taller proportions than thesmaller houses.
The alterations tothese buildings aresimlar tothose seen on the
Type B houses. There are4 extant buildings of this type.
TYPE D One-story Franme House;
Smal |, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con-
figuration, with gable roof—idgepole perpendicular to the
street—and central chimey. There are2 extant buildings of
this type.
In thefollowing inventory, each structure i sdesignated as either
Key, Contributing, or Non-Contributing. Key buildings aretheheart of
the nationally significant resource. Contributing buildings arethose
which, either visually or historically, play a part i nconveyingthe
| andmark's sense of time and place. Non- Contributing buildings are
included i nthelandmark for reasons of geographic necessity, but do
not detract from thelandmark. Building locations areshown on the
attached site plan. (A separate map i sincluded for O dEconony Vil-

| age, t hemuseum conplex, that Includes buildings #1-22.)



Feast Hall, 14th and Church Streets, Od Econonmy Village.
Key. Built 1826-1828.

Oh of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring 118'x54
and 50" tall at the ridgepole, sited at the major intersection of
the community, this Is a tall 2-1/2-story building of brick with
a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the ridgepole oriented east-
west |ike nearly al | the Harmonist buildings along 14th Street
It is one of the few buildings with brick laid in Flem sh bond.

The roof is covered with wood shingles, pierced by dormers, and

has four corbelled brick chimneys along the ridgepole. There i s
a finely dentllled wood cornice. The |arge windows are 6/6 sash
with original frames; jack arches form the lintels. The main

entrance (east end) consists of a double door beneath a 7-pane
fanlight with a classical surround. The west end door has a
rectangular transom with a curvilinear motif. Ot her doors are
located at east and west ends of the north side.

The central hall plan of the first story remains Intact, with
several rooms flanking the hall; each room has a fireplace. The
second floor consists almost entirely of the actual feast hall
(50" x96"). The 8-bay hall is spanned by anelliptically-shaped

barrel-vault of wood planks pierced by windows on the sides, with

engaged chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on
the north and south sides. The east and west ends feature trompe
| "oeil paintings of the same configuration, with real doors at the

third floor level.

-10-



Contributing. c.|82b.

The building is 51/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration.

The stone and timber construction of the first story is unique
in the community. Siding on the other floors Is of wide, plain
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) Is sheathed
with wood shingles.

The interior is made up of large, single rooms, with a system
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at the head,
extending up through the first four floors. There is a large
stone cellar.

Cabi net Shop, Od Econony Village.
Contributing c.1826.

e story-wlth-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 w ndows. There is a single
door on the south end, and an attic door above flanked by louvered
openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside |t on the south
end and a large room on the north end. Many of the original tools
and equi pment remain inside.

Conmmunity Kitchen, Od Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

One-story rectangular building of wood lap siding, with a bead
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shingled gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that
provides ventilationand multiple chimeys. 6/6 w ndows retain
sone original glass. Single door located in central bay on south
side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking area,

and sone original cooking kettles are intact inside.

-11-



Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick is laid In common bond, with
jack arches above wi ndows and doors, and a dentllled and corbelled
cornice. Unl'ike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone
watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side
(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda-
tion on other sides. W ndows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames
and much of the glass appears to be original. Doors are |located
on north, east, and south elevations; those on the north and s" it"
are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The top stone
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine celar and Is within
a wood vestibule.

Interior: Sone original flooring is original, as well as
doors, Dbaseboard, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door,
and mantels. There are four roons on each floor with a center
hall running north-south. Original tools are on display. The
large vaulted wine cellar beneath the building has steep stone
steps and a pulley mechanism for bringing casks in and out, a
stone floor, and some original wi ne casks. The vault is 15
high with stone-vaulted penetrations sloping up to the eight

wi ndows at grade level.

-12-



cor( . .~ ., _.,ny vli.agc.
Key. 1828.

Large two-story building with attic of 5x2 bays with gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-west) and a cellar beneath the western half.
The brick islaid I n common bond, with jack arches above w ndows
and doors, a corbelled and dentllled cornice, and a brick water-
table. Wndows are 8/ 12, double-hung sash; most. | f not all
appear to be original and inthe original frames (sills may be
replacements). First floor w ndows have plain wood shutters with
an iron closing mechanism Doors are located on north and south
el evations, set high, at the watertable, and have four-pane tran-
sons. Like many other doors in O d Econony Village, these are a
flat 6-panel design. Doors on the west end of the building, at the

second floor and attic level, allowed for loading and unloading

The foundation i s of dressed stone.

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that
of the tailor shop next door. Sone of the rooms serve as display
roons and others as storage for |arge amounts of tools, equipment,

and bottles.

Baker House, O d Econony Village
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A The house has been noved and restored as part of the
museum undertaking, and has also had two fires, the latest in
1953. | twas originally the house of Johannes Langenbacher
(name changed to Baker), the Society's storekeeper and |ater

Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died i n 1847



10.

Contributing. Replication c¢.1930.

During the restoration of O'd Econony Village, this one-story,
wood shed was built along the lines of a then-extant original shet
outside the State-owned property. The Harmonists constructed
similar. | f not always identical sheds behind the houses to serve
as stable, storage, workspace, and privy. This one is built of
plain wood lap-siding with a gable roof, ridgepole running east-
west . There are fixed, multl-paned sash wi ndows an'' several
single doors.

Lenz House, 0O d Econony Village.
Contributing. c.1826.

TYPE A This differs from the standard type by having a two,
rather than three, bay facade. Moved and restored as part of
the nmuseum complex, i twas originally the house of Jonathan Lenz,
one of the Society's trustees.

War ehouse, Ol'd Econonmy Village.
Contributing, <c.1828.

Two-story, 3x1 bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-
west) of wood lap siding of varied widths with a beaded |ower
edge. This is the only frame building with itsoriginal clapboards
with beaded bottom edges intact. I t had not been used for many
years before the restoration, and retained considerable architec-
tural integrity. W ndows are 6/6, double-hung; there is a wide
central door on the south side. The interior retains excellent
integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as
seen on the pilasters in the Feast Hall and the Church. The

building is filled with Harmonist tools and equipnent.



Key. c. 1826.

This large residential building is conposed of tw adjoining
sections: the long secti on facing Church Street known as the
George Rapp House, and the smaller, but taller section, sited
perpendicularly to it on its north end, known as the Frederick
Rapp House.

The George Rapp House was the first to be built and consists

of a two-story, six-bay section “lanked by on:- - wings on the
north and south ends. O brick laid in Flcnish "nJ, it has a
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) tr;., > t the ends,
brick chimeys at the ridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentllled
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There is a two-

story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, and a
1-1/2 story brick addition known as the Vault Room built in about
1858 to house the Harmoni st safe. W ndows are 6/6, doubl e hung
with brick jack-arch lintels. The main entrance on the east ele-
vation has a pedimented frontispiece with fanlight; similar
flanking doors on the north and south wings have arched surrounds.
The interior of the house has been restored and features nore
el egant detailing than is found in the typical Harmonist houses.
Three separate noney vaults are located in the basement of the
house; one beneath the George Rapp section, and two beneath the
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of the house was built
as the north wing of the George Rapp's house and is a tall, 2-1/2

story gable-roofed building with bridged rh:~neys, dormers, and

lo
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Si... ..M [eee & | 1 v tiarr, st buildings. As on

the Fe.ist Hall and ti,' .rge Rapp section, the brick is laid in
FleiT. i*~h bond, with : r « arches above wi ndows and doors, and
a dentllled and corbelled cornice. Wndows are 6/6 double hung

sash. The stone steps are unusually we 11-detailed, with a grace-

fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom

and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks.

lts steps are also c:re + carved.
The ei.rht-room inter-" « ! .i.- been restored.
The Dull ding se:vA? . .ij.yaa a residence for George and

Frederick Rapp (and later, tlie Trustees of the Society) and secon-
darily as the showplace of the Harnony Society. Visitors were
often entertained in this building by the Rapps.

In the 1880s, the roof of the George Rapp section was changed
to a simple gable and various other changes were nade. During
the restoration of Od Econonmy Village, the roof was rebuilt to
its original configuration. Nunmer ous other restoration items
were undertaken at this time as well.

Summer Kitchen, O'd Econony Village.
Contributing c.1825, 1950.

A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building
of wood siding with a be-ie.i |ower edge. I't originally contained
a summrer kitchen, workih:;, tool and wood storage area, and chicken
coop. The kitchen area remained l|largely intact at the time of
restoration and was restored; the other roons, however, were nade

into rOitr. rer:



14.

Contri buting o. :t '

A tall, fahl»--roofed frame building sited at the southeast corner
of the musej- -it" with double doors located on the north side. It
required extensive restoration c¢.1950 to renove alterations made
when the building was converted to a residence in the 1890s. The

original timber frame remained Intact, however, and the site is

original, although the building had been raised about four feet
v,e'. ;. a se ., e added.
Garden Par::' - “iconomy Village.
Contributi" - .
A classical, o”xagonal stone structure with arched openings and

a flat roof topped by six stone vases, sited at the center of the
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica
built during the nmuseum restoration because of the extreme deterior-
ation. Stone copies of the original wooden roof finials were
mounted in 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph
Woodwel | of Phi lad*el phia, are in the rmuseum . A plan in the Harnony
Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed
with a hexagonal doned roof, but this is not known to have been
built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists'
garden, called by one |andscape expert the nbst impressive garden
of itsera west of the Alleghenies. It was created and appreciated
for alle2ori . a] ¢ ..--11 as aesthetic reasons, the beauty of the
garden representing the state of Harnony achieved through devotion

to God. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto and the [abyrinth



15.

16.

17.

18.

sinp.;" iilii "vstem radiating from the pavilion that divided the
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone
grott.i, ;ro.rs, and nunerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever-
greens, and flowers. (See also; Grotto, #15).

Grotto, Od Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Built as a place for meditation in a corner of the Society's

garden, tV one-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory

of Harr.::o0.: . philosophy. The round structure is 17" in diameter
wit!i ' Uf, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built
the Grott.' ior George Rapp, commi ssioning WIlliam Jenkins of Pitts-

burgh for the fine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough
exterior was intended to suggest the simplicity of the Harmoni st
lifestyle; the refined interior, the beauty of the Harmonists' pure
spirit. 't is the only example of the Greek Revival style in any
of the Harmonists' settlements.

Bake Oven, O'd Econony Village.
Contributing. Reconstruction.

A small brick and wood oven.

Roberson House, Od Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Like the Lenz house (#9), this differs from the typical
Type A in having a 2x2 bay configuration. This deteriorated house
was -0.'ed onto tlie museum property from several blocks away.

Utility Shed.
Contributing. Reconstruction.

et me-rro'-v, gable-roofed building of board and batten siding
huil .0- wa- -ehnilt along the lines of the original, which housed

the Society's fire engine and other fire-fighting equipment.



20.

21

22.

23.

24.

Dol 10 L e iypd,

\ frame structure of one-Story built to conplement the Harmonist
hiii '« ~ while serving the maintenance needs of the nuseum compl ex.
It ea™t end is attached to the Warehouse.

Waterpur.p, Od Econony Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.
This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com
munity waterpump.
Wa: e« : , ;0 rconolTy Village.
Cont'-'"" :- nc
instruction of an original p.inp based on early photo-
graph The iron work and the site is original.
Greenhouse, Od Economy Village.
Non- Contributing, c.1950.

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and
storehouse, fronts a nmodern greenhouse extension® on the south and
east sides.

70 12th Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has been re-sided with brick, obscuring original trim
W ndows and doors are replacements; porches have been added.

78-80 12th Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1870.

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with
shingles and vertical siding. Probably built in the late 19th
century to house laborers from outside the Society. The building
T2ay not be on its original site; It is not evident in an overview

RCE " the district of 1893 .
Non-Contri bu;ing.
1-1/2-story bungal ow wedged between two Harmonist buildings.

-19-



27.

28.

29.

30.

11,;tmg. c. 187U.

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-slded with

‘oinj.les and vertical siding. Probably built inthelate 19th
century to house |aborers from outside the Society. The building
may not be on i tsoriginal site; i ti snot evident i nan overview

phot ograph of thedistrict of 1893.

98 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.

MNIL hi. Has been re-sided with perna-stone; windows and doors
been replaced.

-9 i:th Street.
cn-Contribullng.

Similar totheTYPE B houses, this one i slonger (five-by-three

bays), i scovered with asphalt siding, and has had window alter-
ations and additions. The building may not be on its original
site; i ti snot evident i nan overview photograph of the district
in 1893.

186 12t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A A door has been added on thestreet elevation. Gener -
ally, integrity i sgood and t heyard space i sintact. “Juin 8,
1830" i sinscribed i nmortar i nthe attic.

189 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.

TYPE B. Has a two-story, 2x1 bay addition on thenorth end;

entire structure has been re-sided.



32.

34.

35.

Qe

Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Chi mey has been removed, exterior has been re-slded,
and wi ndows have been replaced. A modern garage i sbehindthe
house.

194 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Chimey and wi ndows have been replaced; buildingi s
sheathed with alum num siding. A garage i sbehind thehouse.
197 12th Street
Ibon-C.lntri hling. c. 1830.

2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare.

198 12t h Street
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Chi mey has been altered; windows doors, and a porch
have been added. Wod siding i svisible beneath alum numand
wood siding. I t sfoundation i sparged. This building may have
been moved about t enfeet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was
laid out c.1905. Il ti ssited uncharacteristically closeto

the neighboring Harmonist house.

199 12t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE B. Has a typical shed addition on therear; i s sheathed
with insulbrlck.

278 12th Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE D
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendi cul ar
to the street; re-sided with various nmodern materials. Kay
have been turned on its site or npved.

281 12t hStreet (street address uncertain; taxparcel #11-04-502).
Contributing, <c.1826.

TYPE D. Recently remodelled extensively.

283 12th Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE B. This i stheonly Har.nonist frame house i nth. district
that has not been covered with siding.
Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets,
Northwest corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Chi mey and wi ndows have been replaced; first floor has

been extensively altered.

1198 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Sited catercorner totherest of thedistrict, this
house has been included as a discontiguous part because its integ-
rity remains excellent andi t i sa continuationof the Harmoni st

12th Street streetscape. On thehouse's east end, every other brick

header i s blackened, <creating a decorative pattern. A Ger man
inscription i nthemortar i ntheattic reads "July 5, i nthe year
of God, 1830." A door has been added on t hestreet elevation.

1219 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing. 1919.

Two-story brick commercial building, attached on itsnorth sideto

a Harmoni st house, 1221 Merchant Street.



44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A I'tsarchitectural Integrity has been practically oblite-
rated on the Merchant Street facade by alterations nade to
transform the former house into a commercial building.

284 \Wagner Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. Reputedly a Harmonist building (according tothe
present occupant, but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured
any Harmonist features. A steep central staircase inside i s simle.
in steepness to thetypical Harmonist staircase. The bailding doc
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and i t s Harmoni st
authenticity has yet to be document ed.

1204 Church Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

1216 Church Street.
Contributing. c.1828.

TYPE A Unusual i nnot having a frame addition on its rear.

Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street.
Contributing.

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap siding.

98 13t hStreet.
Contributing, <c¢.1828.

TYPE A Sone original window frames areintact. Has a rear

addition of much |ater date.



50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Contributing. c¢.1b28.

TYPE A Brick has been painted. Sone original window frames and
the original six-panelled door and frame on t heeast end are |In-
tact. This i salso one of thefewhouses that retains at |east
part of i tsoriginal garden/yard space.

272 13th Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE C Has been re-slded with alum num A one-story brick addi-
tion on thesouth end of thebuilding was the Society's |ast
bakery, fro-n 1903-1905, according tot"i-~>r\'r curator of O d
Econony Village.

273 13th Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE C Has been re-sided with asphalt.

274 13th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story non-Harmoni st house of concrete block.

276 13th Street.
Non- Contributing.

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house.

278 13th Street.
Non- Contributing.

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare.

284 13th Street.
Cont ributing.

TYPE C Sheathed with asphalt siding. Has a one-story addition
on t hesouth end, also sided.

286 13th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story frame Foursquare.



58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

soutiiwest corner.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Has had extensive alterations t o accommdate commerci al
use; sone original window frames are lntact on thesecond floor.

1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & 13th Streets).
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit
and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick additioni s
on t heeast end of the house.

308 13th Street.
Contribjting. c¢.1830.

TYPE A° An aluminumclad soffit and fascia have been applied.

314 13th Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE A. A two-story porch has been added on t heeast end. There

is a one-story frame shed i nthe rear.

316 13th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling.

322 13th Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Date of construction i sinscribed i nmortar i nthe attic

There i sa two-story brick addition on thesouth side.

328 13th Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrlck. Chi mey has been replaced.

Door has been added on street elevation.



65.

66.

Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with b
roof my be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this h-i-. i
been substantiated.

336 13th Street.
Contributing, <c¢.1830.

TYPE B Alterations similar to those at 328 13th Street, next
door.

St. John's Lutheran Church of Od Economy and Rectory,
1320 C'virch Street.
Key. c¢. 1828-31.

The church's design is attributed to Frederick Rapp. As the

religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this building

is the most significant one outside of Od Economy Village. |t

is also one of the few buildings retaining good interior archi-

tectural integrity.

O 3x5 bays, and one tall story, the brick church has a multi-
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street
The main section of the church has a gable roof, its ridgepole
perpendicular to Church Street. |'ts orange-ish brick is laid in

common bond, with jack arches above the l|arge, 25-over-25 pane,

wood wi ndows, (most of which appear to be original, although the
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). W ndows have
been added on the east end. O the south elevation (along Creese

Street), there is an arched window in the central bay of thick,
multi-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have dentils
and brackets on the north and south (side) el3vati.ois;, the eaves

are returned on the east (end) elevation.



blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wi de wood cornirt
beneath the clock tower, with be ll-ca st-roofed octagonal
topped by a smaller matching cupola.

The interior integrity is good to excellent. The barrel-
vaulted <ceiling Is a Harmonist design feature seen also in the
Feast Hall. The wvault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered

corners and simple cornices; these colunns franme each w ndow

bay. The flat-topped wnl"..". ire s*t within shallow wall ar. -
Most of the open-back pews are the original. The altar, sr
glass, and organ are of |later vintage. There is a square bal.ny

centered on the west side of the nave, with panelling and a railing
of turned posts. The nave is attached on the north side to the
large, newer part of the church, but the original exterior north
wall has been retained. An elliptical wi ndow, one of the nopst
sophisticated decorative features in the comrunity, tops the central
door on this elevation.

The <clock tower has walls approximately 3 thick at the base.

Plaster walls on the ground level give way to brick above. Much

of the original staircase, heavily worn, is intact. The operating
clock retains many of the original pieces, and is still wound by
hand daily. The two bells, in the tower above the clock, were

forged in Pittsburgh.
The modern church addition is sited to the east of the Harmoni st
one, and a small, detached rectory is sited on the sanme |ot to the

north of the Harmoni st Church.



68.

69.

Cont1J0nL11n.
TYPE A Currently wundsr.;;oing a complete restoration of the
exttrrior and a partial i-.te."ior restoration. The recent removal
of tile siding on the shed addition revealed that the timbers
used i nconstruction were numbered with Roman numerals i nthe

typical Harmonist manner just as on the main sections of

buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions may
have h.i'i hiilt at the = ' , p-)V)tMy it A rather early
date when thoe re were rna:iy -i-"tnists living inthedistrict.
14t h and @ Streti-, t corner.

Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A Located at the major intersection of Economy, this i
the earliest dated brick house in the community. Mortar in the
attic on the west gable end i s inscribed "My 8 1826." The
building has been partially restored by Harmonle Associates, a
local non-profit organization which helps to support O d Econony
Village.

267 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Interior has good integrity. Has a | arge, two-story
frame addition on the rear (north) elevation, probably late 19th
century. The house i s unusual for itslarge and relatively
finished basement. Because of itscentral location and early
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been
used for storage of wine or other goods until the completion

of the comnunitv . .)re and wine cellar.



7Tu. 0o i Mtti Street.
ofi-Contributing.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

71. 270 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPM A Additions include a door on the west end, wi ndows, and
porches. The frame shed addition haa been covered with alum num
siding.

72. 271 1-tn .Street.
Cont ribut ing.

T rL 1. O wuncertain age, this building my bhave? buea one of
the six single-story frame houses built by the Society by 1833
it has the sanme north-south orientation and approximate size. |t
is known that it served as a doctor's office for a time, although
the store (in Od Econonmy Village) also contained a doctor's office.
he mp |abels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable-
end-to-street configuration seenms to have been comon for Harmoni st
wor kshops and other small non-residential buildings. In the
Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there is a doctor's shop
listed individually at $100.00.

73. 272 14th Street.
Non- Contributing.
1-1/2  story 20th century brick dwelling.

74. 273 14th Street.
Non-Contrih.itiag. c¢.1900

Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed

in alum num siding.
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76.

. A i -t;. .. treet.

Eontr'i'buting, c.1825.

George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived in this house for a
short time immediately prior to the completion of the Great House
(on the grounds of the present nuseum complex) in 1826. In 1826,
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having
Phil adel phia wallpaper. I't I's a two-story, 6x2 bay building with
gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street, running north-
siuthi. The exterior walls are covered with insulbrlck, there is
r. vhood soffit and fascia on door on th? street elevation. There
is one-story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch.
The original foundation material has been covered by concrete block
and brick.

277 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1825.

Prior to the erection of the Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society

founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business [|eader of the

Society, lived here. The house is a two-story, 5x2 bay building
with gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street. There are
wood eave returns. W ndows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with

wood surrounds that appear to date c.1880. A single door is located
in a central bay on the street elevation. There are one-story,
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building.
The stone foundation is visible on the street elevation. Attached
to the rear of this house is a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing

Boyl eston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston Street. | t does not appear on
the Society mp of 1858, and my have been erected to house outside

workers later in the 19th century.
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7.

78.

79.

8J.

81.

82.

83.

20ii |-.thStreet.
Non- Contri buting, c.1920.

1-1/2 story stucco bungal ow

289 14t h Street.
Non- Contri buting, c.1905.

Two-story franme building.

291 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE B. Architectural integrity i s poor, due to alumnum siding
and wi ndow and door replacement.

1401 Merchant Street (northwest corit-r Merchant & 14t h Streets)
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A~ A rear addition, conversion to comrercial use, and
partial re-siding have dimnished itsarchitectural integrity.

Croatian Club, Merchant and 14t h Streets, northeast corner.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A° Wndow alterations and a large rear addition were nade
in the 1920s when the building was converted to a bank. John S.

Duss (1860-1951), the Harnony Society's last major |eader, |ived
in this house as a boy.

309-1/2 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE B. Architectural integrity poor; abuts the Silver Lion
Inn on it seast side.

Silver Lion Inn, 14th Street.
Non- Contri buting.

One-story brick commercial building.
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85.

86.

87.

88.

L trle
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Conversion tocommercial use and t heapplication of
"half-timberlng" have dimi nished thebuilding's architectural
integrity.

316 14t h Street.
Contributing.

Simlar tothe TYPE B house, but slightly larger. Sheathedi n
insulbrlck. Al l windows and doors have been replaced, though
the 3x2 bay configuration i sintact. A rear shed i s interesting
for 1 tssiding of boards with a beaded |ower edge. Acoordl to
Stotz, this was thetypical Harmonist siding. This i stheonly
place outside the nmuseum conplex where i ti si nevidence.

317 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

Simlar tothe TYPE B house, this i sslightly larger, i scovered
with Insulbrlick, and has a four-bay first floor, with paired
center doors. One of these doors has a narrow, two-pane transom
and i srecessed, like a comrercial entry. Picture wi ndows were
added and then filled i non this elevation. The house i snearly

identical to316 14th Street, across thestreet.

320 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist building

to t he east.

324 14t h Street.
Contributing.

TYPE B. Covered with insulbrlck and alum num siding, i tsfirst
floor converted toa barwith a brick extensiontothefront.

Arch'tectural Integrity i s poor.



90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

Contributing, c.lfezo.

TYPE A House abuts 1412 Merchant Street (anodern structure)
on itssouth side. ltssiting reflects theHarmonists' block
design; it i ssituated i nthecenter of theoriginal block
between 14t hand 15t hStreets. The attached section, 1412 Merchant

Street, i s non-Contrlbutlng.

1416 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing.

Concrete hlock and frame Dutch Colonial house.

1422 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, suburban-type brick house.

70 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Re-siding with asphalt shingles, w ndowalterations,
and t headdition of a porch haveedi m nished t hehouse's architec-
tural integrity. A small shed, possibly Harmonist, i si n the
rear.

75 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Re-sided with hexagonal asphalt shingles; w ndows have
been replaced.

78 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

A two-story, 5x2 bay frame building with gable roof and ridge-
pole parallel tothestreet and two, one-story extensions on
the rear elevation. There | sa central transomed door on the
street elevation. Wndows have been altered; building i scovered

with insulbrlck.

.33



95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

79 i5th Street.
Non- Contributing.

One story, non-Harmonist frame house.

84 15th Street.
Contributing, <c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed i nperma-stone; windows have been replaced.
There ar eseveral small additions and porches on sides and rear
of house.

85 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Sheathed i nalumnum siding. Door added on street
el evation; wi ndows replaced.

89 15th Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1950.

One-story, ranch-style house.

90 15th Street.
Contributing, <c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed i ninsulbrlck; door moved t ostreet eleva-
tion; windows replaced.

91 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed i nalum num siding; windows replaced; one-
story extension on east end.

92 15th Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1920.

1-1/2-story frame bungal ow.

1427 Church Street.
Contributing, <c.1824

O log construction, but simlar tothebrick and frame
Hamoni st houses, this i sone of thefirst houses used hyth--
Harmoni sts upon their arrival at Econony. According to the
former curator of theOl dEconony Village, this building was
noved onto thesite by theHarmni t ' . \ order t o housc wor'r.ers

as they erect &. other buildings. "ow covered with al.;-"nu;-.



103.

104.

105.

shape. There i sa door on thestreet elevation.

1501 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE A° The slightly bell-cast roofline i sunique i n the
district. Overall Integrity i sgood, with original w ndow
frames and door location Intact. A brick porch has been added

on the west end.

100 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE b. Mich of theexterior i ssheathed with asphalt
shingles; thebottom three feet or so of t hehouse have been
parged with concrete. There i sa door on thestreet eleva-
tion as well as on t heeast end. The rear addition i satypical
in having a separate, lower roofline than the main part of the
house.

1500 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1812.

This was one of thefirst buildings used by the Harmonists.
Formerly located on another site i nthearea, this house was
purchased by the Harmonists and noved toits present site
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live,
until another suitable building could be erected. (~app sub-
sequently noved t o 274 14th Street and then t he Great House.)
This was originally thehome of Ephralm Blaine, father of
Janes Blaine, thecandidate for president i n1884, and t heowner

of land sold totheHarmonists for their settlement.
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106.

107.

108.

109.

‘e, ; M serving as M.t >n s tenmpordr re="i ce:e- ee,
building became t heschool house until 1884, wlea i twas r e-
placed by thebuilding at 1515 Church Street.

Early photographs of the building before i twas resided
show that theoriginal siding was wood of varying widths.
There was a 5x4 bay configuration, with slx-over-slz double
hung wi ndows and two small attic windows | neach gable end.

Described as a school house i ntheSociety's 1833 Inventory
of real estate, thebuilding was valued at $600.00, t he san'i
as one of theHarmonists' double houses.

2-1/2 stories tall, thebuilding now has a 5x2 bay config-
uration and i s sheathed with alum num siding.

262 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, brick Spanish Colonial-style house.

264 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

1-1/2 story, frame bungal ow.

269 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed with alum num siding. Porch added on
east end; concrete block garage i nrear.

270 15t h Street.
Contributing. 1824

This i sa large, two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays,
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel tol1l5thStreet. Unusual
features of thehouse arethecentral doorway on t he north
(street) elevation, which has a three-paned transom and side-
lights, recessed within a panelled surrouid, and the decorative
stone watertable on thefront (north) elevation, with the stones

Incised with horizontal Iines.
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110.

111.

112.

was perhaps the first building erected here hy the Harn*onlsts,

and was begun on My 8, 1824, the da/ of their arrival. 1t

served as the Society's meeting-house until the completion of

the Feast Hall 1 n 1828, and housed sone of the Harmonists until

the famly houses were built. | t subsequently served as a granary
and a fireball. Al though one source (thesurvey of 1977) stit»s
that this isa logstructure, i tseems unlikely that a log building
woul d have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as tiiis.
Though the insulbrlck siding has been on the house as lon- th?

current owner has owned it, he has no reason to think that the

structure is logunderneath, and believes It is of simple wood I ap

8iding.

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 lists an "old
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present
museum property was completed. I t' spossible that this building

was the "old" granary referred to-—nine years ol d at that ti me.
It was valued at only $400.00.

271 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Covered with insulbrlck; a porch has been added on
the east end.

275 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house.

274 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story modern brick hiuse.
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-13.

114,

115.

116.

117,

118.

273 15t Lr e
Contributing, c.1828.
TYPE B. Has been covered with nodern orange brick, fourth

bhay has been added on thestreet elevation.

276 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE C. Covered with asbestos siding. A one-story attached
shed at therear may be partly Harmonist.

284 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

285 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story frame Foursquare.

286 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830

According to the former curator of Ol d Econony Village and
an early map of the community, this was theHarmonists' wagon
shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on its site.

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building i swider than it i s
long, with its ridgepole perpendicular tol5th Street. The

roofline extends on t heeast end, giving thebuilding an asym

metrical configuration. Exterior walls aresheathed with
alum num | apsiding. Wndows areall replacements; one ortwo
frames may be original. A door i slocated off-center on tlie

street (north) elevation.

291 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Covered with alumi num siding. A alu-ni nums i de d

shed with a central brick chimmey i ssited behind the house.
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120.

121.

Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has been covered with nodern orange brick. I t s
Integrity has been further dimnished by th-» «; rslon of the
first floor totheStair Grill bar and reskurant, now defunct.

A brick addition on thenorth side of thebuilding hasa

gable roof.

1426 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Brick has been painted and conspi ANy ori-Minted,

cornice i scovered with alumnum and wi ndows hive been wi dened.

1500 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1828.

TYPE A This house i sunusual | nlacking a shed addition and
retaining a relatively large amount of its original rear yard.
Also, much of its block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk.

Two w ndows have been added on the west end, and one on t he
north side. The door ontheeast endi si nitsoriginal Jlocation
and possibly itsoriginal frame. Another door i slocated on the
west end and was probably added i nt helate 19th century. The stone
foundation Is)l visible on t heeast, south, andwest elevations.

The interior of thehouse retains unusually good integrity,
with most of theoriginal walls and plaster intact {i 1 uichof
the wood trim  The surround of thedoor on the west end i s
Victorian, suggesting that It was a late 19th century alter-
ation. "1828" i sinscribed i n mortar i nthegable end of the

attic.
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Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE B. The original three-bay configuration of thenorth
and south sides i snow visible only on thesouth .sLli-;t'le
central bay of thenorth side has been covered over. This
building may have been noved a short distance when Laughlln
Street, immediately tothenorth, was installed. I ti sout of
alignment with thesurrounding Harmonist houses and rests on a
modern foundation.

123. 1514 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1884.

he of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, this two-
story, 7x3 bay frame building was erected as a school for the
children who worked and lived at Econony. Now covered with
alum num siding. The carved stone steps on the front are
intact, representative of the Harmonists attractive stonework.

124. 274 Laughlln Street.
Non- Contrl butlng.

Small, non-Harmonist, one-story frame building reportedly noved
from anot her side.

125. 1515 Church Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A  The house differs from t heTYPE A house only i nhaving
a 2x2 bay configuration, There i sno visible evidence of there
ever h-lng a third bay on thelong (north a. south) sides, how
ever. Other houses with this configuration arethelenz House
in Ol d Econony Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick i spainted;

wi ndow frames and a door fraue app= =" to be original.
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127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

oM and 7 T L AR A

" Contributi ng, c.1830.

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building with gable roof, ridge-
pole parallel to 1l6th Street. According totheformer cirat:or
of Ol dEconony Village, this was t hetanner's shop for the
Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary i nthis
area, vith thetannery across thestreet. Perhaps | twas noved
to this site at a later time. | tlssimlar i nsize andplanto
260- 264 16th Street.

72 16t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1905.

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house.
74 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and t hebay configur-
ation has been altered t o2x2 bays. Integrity 1 spoor.

78 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrlck, with an alum num cornice
and wi ndow and door replacements.

84 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with alumnum siding, with typical w ndow
and door alterations.

90 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with alu-iin.in siding; with typical w ndow
and door alterations. .>'""., .ne-story addition i son the

west end. A frame garage i sinthe re, ..r.



Contriiilt ing. <c.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with alum num siding. Integrity i s poor,
due to theconversion of tli-u first floor tocommercial use,
with a storefront facing Church Street.

133. 260 and 264 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole

parallel tothestreet. Two wood sheds arelocated i ntherear;
one of these faces Church Strt-et. Both have gable roofs and
narrow | apsiding. Accordin,.- totheformer c¢i'-ainr of Ol d
Economy, this was t hecooper's shop for t heSociety. It is
simlar i nsize and design tothetanner's shop at 68-70 16t h
Street. This nmay have been t hehouse of thecooper and hi s
hel pers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven-
tory of theSociety lists a cooper's shop, but values i t at

only $100.00, rmuch less than thetypical $600.00 value of a
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps this building
replaces a smaller, earlier one. Or, thesmall rear sheds
and outdoor space may have been t heactual coopers work area.
The Society's coopers produced t hewi ne casks, some of which
remain i nthewine cellar beneath theTailor Shop.

134, 288 16th Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE B. The present wood si.l'nj does not appear tobe ori-
ginal. There have been sonme window and door alterations. A

modern garage i si nthe rear.



13 5.

136.

Pt)te. <. dtrchdlit o e 1l w;L uruer.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Attached t<sa nodern commercial building on Its west
side and adapted f or comme'-elal use on It sfirst floor, this
building has poor integrity. All windows have been altered.
The house i sone of thefewthat retains itsoriginal gable-end

roofline configuration, however.

296 16t h Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant Streets).
Contributing, c.1829.

TYPE A Brick has been painted, w ndows and doors have been
replaced. The owner rep—s that "1829" i slinscribed i n the
house's attic. The house i srelatively wunusual i nretaining

much of itsoriginal vyard.



8.

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_2L 1800-1899
1900-

Aroas of Significance—Check and justify below
_ community planning

archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture
art
commerce

. communications

Spaelffic dates 1825-1905

conservation
economics
education
engineering

exploration/settlement

?L industry
invention

Statamant of Significanca (inana paragraph)

(SEE ATTACHED)

. politics/government

landscape architecture JL. .
law
literature
military
music
philosophy

religion

.science
.sculpture

social/
humanitarian

. theater
. transportation

. other (specify)

Builder/Architect The Harmony Society



li»> .. . i l.j.bcuii,c i*andmark, encompassing the remaining
buildings of the Harnony Society's most successful settlement at Econony,
Pennsylvania, is significant as the nmost complete site of this [Important
communitarian sect which had a significant impact on the commercial,
industrial, and financial worlds of 19th century America. Duringi ts
existence at Econony, the Harmony Society achieved achieved national
recognition foritswool, cotton, and silk industries, and was known
nationally init=conmercial and financial activities, many of which
contributed significantly to the development of the American West. The
Society's extrr =or ry productivity testifies both to the dedication of
its members—who practised pacifism, communal sharing of property and
wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief inChrist's Second Comi ng—and
to the magnetism of |eaders George and Frederick Rapp, who were the Society
menbers' intercessors with the outside world. One of the |ongest-1livedof
the many 19t h century communitarian sects, the Harmony Society was
eventually weakened by the deaths of Federlck and George Rapp i n 1834 and
1847, the Industrial revolution, and a diminishing population. The Society
was officially dissolved i n 1905, one hundred years afteri t s
incorporation, The remaining Harmonist buildings, comprising the National
Historic Landmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's most successful
period.

German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed
George Rapp to America in 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom. Like
other pietist groups, they believed i na nore direct relationship with God
than provided for i nLutheran orthodoxy, and sought to mnimze the role of

the church, i tsceretionies, and its dogma. Their sonmewhat mystical faith
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Rapp's magnetism as spiritual |eader/prophet. 't held that Christ's return
to earth would restore mankind to |ts original pure, androgynous nature.
There was considerable conflict within the Society over certain tenets--the
sharing of wealth and practise of celibacy, in particular—and George Rapp
and his adopted son, Frederick, have been criticized as being dictatorial,
un-Chrlstian, and even cruel in their treatment of Society members and
management of the Society's wealth. The merits of the Society's philosophy
and manager.!, nt aside, however, the Harmonists were able to combine a
religious |.fe-.tyle with an extraordinary degree of econom c success.

Economy's productivity was based mainly on industry, rather than on
agriculture, in contrast to the Harmonists' two previous settlements at
Har mony, PA (1805-1818) and New Harmony, IN (1815-1824). This is reflected
in the acreage of Economy, the smallest of the three settlements, with
approximately 3,000 acres. Intending to remain at Economy until the Second
Com ng, which they initially believed would be before the year 1850, the
Harmoni sts built and purchased the most advanced machinery at Econony.
Their wool mill, cotton mill, and store were anong the earliest buildings
to be erected.

Al'l goods were sold under the nane of Frederick Rapp, the Society's
business manager and |eader In temporal affairs. Because nuch of Rapp's
correspondence was I n German and he conducted business through various
agents, the full extent of the Society's business dealings and involvement
in finance and politics was not widely known at the time. However, Karl
J.R Arndt, the prolific Harmonist chronicler and scholar, credits

Yredt-ice, R? pp (1786-1834) as being "one of the nmost Influential and



;o rivoL< : - ,ted =t 11 ' " 4.

Originally trained as an architect and stone mason, he was cultured
wel | -travelled, and acquainted with and adept at dealing with prom nent
Anmerican businessmen and politicians. Forty vyears old in 1826, Frederick
was at the height of his abilities at Economy, even as spiritual [|eader
George Rapp, then seventy, was beconming |ess vigorous.

Under Frederick Rapp's direction, Harmonist Industry flourished during
the 1820s and 1830s. The wool and cotton mills were the Society's nost
I mportant early industries at Econony. Travellers' accounts in the 18205
and | i s describe the products of both mills as being of high quality and
In great demand. The wool, from the desirable Merino and Saxon sheep, was
dyed and woven into various cloths, anmong which the red flannel was nost
popul ar. Bl ankets were an important commodity, though the pacifist
Har moni sts declined an offer from the US Governnent to buy 300 of them
for use inmlitary hospitals. Cotton cloth was produced in solid colors
as well as a mx of blue and white, called casslnet, that was "much in
demand in Tennesse."2 In fact, the Society had "a virtual monopoly of
cotton and woolen yarn and cloth on the Upper Ohio."3 The machinery used
in both factories in 1826 Included sone purchased in Pittsburgh and others
made at Economy. Their steam heating system which utilized a pipe running
the length of each building, invariably inmpressed vistors. The Society was
anong the first to Introduce steam to actually power their Industries, as
wel | . By 1833, when a detailed Inventory of Harmonist real estate and
machinery was recorded, the Society claimed over $50,000 worth of real
estate and equipment related to the cotton and wool factories alone.

Th? 1'0Cs saw the beginning of the Harmonists' successful experi-



mentation with the silk industry. George Rapp brought experts in the
cultivation of silk worms to Economy to learn first-hand; by 1843
travellers remarked on the existence of mulberry plantations at Economny.
The Society produced award-winning silk in a variety of colors and patterns
throughout the 1840s.

The Society had agents in Cincinnati, Louisville, VIncennes, and New
Har mony who provided outlets for Harmonist textiles and also their whiskey,
"Ar.melius Baker, the Society's storekeeper, "nmade frequent trips to the west
to handle land and legal deals. "4 Frederick Rapp himself travelled to the
“.c\st Coast, meeting with merchants 1In Baltimore, New York, Philadelphia,
and Boston. The large volume of business correspondence i n the Harnmony
Society Archives attests to Frederick Rapp's wide-ranging business
contacts.

By 1833, the Harmonists operated numerous successful smaller
industries, including a flour mill, brewery, distillery, oi land saw mill,
and tannery, and shops for soap making, steam washing, hatmaklng,
wagonmakl ng, a blacksmith, saddler, turner, linen weaver, carpenter,
tinner, potter, doctor, and cooper. Over ninety houses of brick and frame
had been erected, as well as the community's public buildings and a school.
The Society was a remarkably self-sufficient community, Inviting Imitators
and competitors. I n areas I n which they were not self-sufficient (some
agricultural and meat products were purchased from outside the community),
their needs served to stimulate the econom es of the surrounding area and
of Pittsburgh.

The economic success of the Society, as well as it sproblems--such as

a schism in 1832 in which i tlost almost a third of its members—generated



.ni-0e ;. 0. . ;-ubiicity at the time in Aaerica and Europe. i"Lo good and
bad, the publicity nevertheless attracted even more visitors and attention
to the alternative society. Arndt has credited the extensive publicity
about the Society with influencing German emigration to America.

Due to the fact that the Harmonists comprised a reliable, steady Ilabor
force, the Society was able to amass considerable assets (estimates as
early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to nmore than two million
dollars). The Society's financial ascendance paralleled Its Industrial
decline, however. Frederick Rapp's death 1In 1834 was a blow to the
Society's commercial activities. Ot her combined problems such as the aging
popul ation, a wool Industry which had never fully recovered from a major
fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery which had once been
state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the second half of the century,
therefore, the Society turned to Investments to provide the necessary
Income both for the operation of the community and for the Society's
anticipated return to Jerusalem upon Christ's return.

Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned money to
the State of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. Until
its final decades, the Society was considered to be not merely stable
financially, but rich and munificent.

Under the management of the Society's senior trustee, Romellus Baker
(formerly the storekeeper) and then Jacob Henrici, the Society Invested in
0il, real estate, and railroads. The construction of the Pittsburgh and
Lake Erie Railroad was financed by the Society, which later sold It to the
New York Central System for a million dollar profit. Investments on the

East Coast Included a Philadelphia ship-buildingfirm and a New York bank.
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architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the
Har moni sts "established in western Pennsylvania the only truly honpbgenous
community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The buildings of
Econony, preserved on their original sites, are an Important collection of
a peculiar architectural style, exhibiting early 19th century construction
met hods and craftsmanship. Indeed, the site surpasses similar historic
communities in the nunber and range of original buildings that are Intact.
Very few of the buildings outside the Od Econony Village conplex have had
any kind of restoration work undertaken, and hence possess great potential
for future architectural and archaeological investigation.

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the design of all the Society's major
buildings is credited, ws determned to build "in the American manner,"
the Harmonist buildings are a recognizable blend of American and German
el ements, and as such, are unique. The entire group is a rare exanple of a
pl anned community, providing insight into the wy the Harmonists lived.
Their predom nantly practical plan—a grid containing both public and
private areas, with factories and fields on the outskirts and houses and
essential services at the center—eflected the Society's commtment to a
simple but efficient lifestyle. The construction of their buildings shows
concern for both practicality and appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House,
and church share several architectural features that bear evidence to a
fine sense of proportion and detail.

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as the buildings.
The water system fed from water on the eastern hillside, ran through pipes

of hollowed out Iogs carefully fitted together, and served every part of
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10. Geographical Data
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Quadrangle name Abridge Quadrangle scale 1-24.00P
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Verbal boundary description and justification

FE ATTACHED CONTINUATION SHEETS
List all states and coiintias for propartias ovoriapping stata or county boundarias
state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

state  N/A code NA  oounty N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Christina M. Schmidlapp/Director, Preservation Services

organizetion U.S. City Corporation dae September, 1985
400 The Landmarks Building

dreet & numi>e Ore Station Square tdegphone  412/391-7640

city or town Pittsburgh state PA 15219

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

Stste Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

For NPS use only
| hereby certify tltat this property is Included in the Nstionsl Register

date
Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Economy Historic District,

Continugtion shest  Beaver County ltem numder 1o Peoe 3

across Boyleston Street, following the east property lines of theproperties
facing Merchant Street tothenortheast corner of the property of 1500

Mer chant Street. Proceed duewest along thenorth property line, continuing
due west across Merchant Street t othe southwest corner of Laughllnand
Merchant Streets. Proceed north along the west side of Merchant Street to th
northwest corner of Merchant and 16t hStreets. Proceed west along the south
side of 16thStreet t oa point opposite the east of parcel #12-05-516( no
address; survey form #173). Proceed duenorth across 16t hStreet, and follow
the property lines of parcel #12-05-516 north, west, andsouth, continuing
across 16thStreet t oa point. Proceed west along the south side of 16th
Street tothenorthwest corner of the property line of 68 and 70 16t h Street.
Follow the west andsouth property lines of this parcel, continuing east along
the south property lines of theproperties facing 16thStreet t othe southeast
corner of the property of 90 16t hStreet. Proceed south along the west
property lines of properties facing Church Street, continuing across Laughlln
Street t oa point. Proceed west along the south side of Laughlln Streetto
the northwest corner of the property of 75 15t h Street. Proceed south along
the west property line, continuing across 15thStreet t oa point. Proceed
west along the south side of 15th Street t othenorthwest corner of the
property of 70 15t hStreet. Follow the west property line tothenorth edge
of the Ol d Econony Village property (parcel #12-01-301). Proceed west along
the north edge of this property, then south along the west property lineto
the point of origin.

The Harmoni st cemetery, a discontiguous part of thehistoric district, i s
located south of therest of thedistrict near the northwest corner of Church
and |Ith Streets. | tl sa rectangular | ot of approximately 1/4 acre. |l t s

boundaries correspond t othose of tax parcel #11-04-308.

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of thehistoric district were selected toinclude al | of
the extant Harmonist buildings that are on their original sites andt oexcludt
as many non-Harmonist buildings (Intrusions) as possible. The Harmoni st
buildings are defined as those built by or forthe Harmonists during the
period of the Society's existence at Econony, 1824-1905. Most of these
buildings were constructed i nthe 1829-1840 period, but sonme date to the
latter part of the 19thcentury when the Society was aging rapidly and
required different types of buildings.

There are several Harmonist or Harmonist-related buildings on t he edges
of thedistrict which were not Included. (Photographs of these buildingsare
Included on the following survey form) Each building was excluded fromthe
district forat least oneof the following reasons:

1. Not on i t soriginal site as documented by residents or historic maps.
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Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA
PV: Store, 14th Street,

Old Economy Village
#5

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

PV: West door, Feast Hall, Old Economy
Village

2

Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. Cicy Corp., Pittsburgh, pa
PV: Great House, Church STreet, 0l

d Economy
Village

.
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Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PDs 1984

PC: Christina Sc hmidlapp

NL3  UeS. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

PV: Garden Pavilion, 0ld Economy Village
#8

Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County
PD: 1984

Christina Schmidl 1pp
+ City Corp., Pittsburgh, pa
St. John's Lutheran Church of Economy

(Former Harmonist ( hurch) Church

Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidl 1pp

NL: UsS. City ¢ orp., Pittsburgh, PA
PV: 186 12th Street

#10







Lconomy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny unty

¢ Christina Schmid] 1pp
+2¢ City Corp., Pittsburgh, pa

<82 lith Street

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegheny County

PD: 1984
PC: Christina Schmidlapp -
U.8: City Corp., Pitts PA

PV: 1198 Merchant Stre

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegheny County

PD: 1984

Christina Schmidlapp

U.5. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

PV: Small frame building east of 12
Street

16 Church







onomy National Historic Landmark

>ny County

PD: 1984
PC:  Christina Schmidlapp
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

PV: Economy Shoe Service, 1221 Merchant St.

Economy National Historic Landmark
sheny County
1984

Christina Schmidlapp
+ City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

260 13th Street

ynomy National Historic Landmark

Ec
Allegheny County
PD: 1984

PC: Christina Sc idlapp
NL: 'U.S. City Carp., Pittsburgh,
PV: Croatian Club, l4th & Merchant Streets,

northeast corner







Economy ional Historic Landmark
Allegheny County
1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp
NL: U.Ss City Corp., Pittsbur
PV: 260 13th Street, detail,

PA
elevation

y National Historic Landmark
eny County
1984

Christina Schmidl ipp
U.5. City Corp., Pit

tsburgh, PA
308 13th Street

Economy National Historic
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina
NL: . U,S. City
PV: 284 13th ¢

#17

Landmark

hmidlapp
Corp., Pittsburgh, Ppa
reet







Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA
PV: 267 14th Street

#21

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

PV: Ingecription in attic, 14th and Church
Streets, northeast corner

#19

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

PV: Numbered framing members, 1398 Church St.
#20
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Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA
PV: 1501 Church Street

#25

RIS o ari
Economy National Historic Landmar

Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp |
NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh,
PV: 277 14th Street

#929

PA

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegheny County

PD: 1984
PC: Christina Schmidlapp
NL:

PV: 274 & 280 l4th Street
#23

U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA




Lo e
o
o

i
o Ll

Fﬂqe“

am

L




Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA
PV: 270 15th Street
#26

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. Gity Corps, Pittsburgh, PA
)70

27

eet, foundation detail

15ch S

Economy National Historic

Allegheny County

PD: 1984 :

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: : = z .

P\l/' I:>. (ljku Corp., Pittsburgh, pa
¢ 1514 Church Street, s[ups‘ letail

i detai

Landmark
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Economy National Historic Landmar

Allegheny County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

PV: Entrance, Feast Hall, Old Economy Village
§ #1

e e o

Economy National Historic Landmark

Allegh County

PD: 1984

PC: Christina Schmidlapp

NL: U.S. City Corp., Pittsburgh, PA
PV: )0 Merchant Street

#29

Economy National Historic Landmark
Allegheny County

PD: 1984

Christina Schmidlapp

City Corp., Pittsburgh
K1ng west on l6th Street
Church Street

, PA
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete appiicabie sections

1. Name

For NPS usa only
received

date entered

historic Economy National Historic Landmark

and or common Old Economy/Ambridge

2. Location
Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street,

street & nunber Econony Branch Beetline RR and 16th Street N/A not for publication
city, town Ambridge N/A vicinity of
state PA code 42 county Beaver code 007
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture _JL museum
building(s) private unoccupied 5 commercial park
structure _JL both work In progress educational % private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment N religious
object N/Ain process A yes: restricted government scientific
N/Ahping considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Multiple

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Beaver state PA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte National Register of Historic Places hasthis property been determined eligible? yes no
date 1985 x_federal state county _  local

depository for survey records National Park Service

citv. town Washington state n.C.



7, Description

Condition Checit one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered _ 2L original site
good ruins x altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Econony National Historic Landmark i s situated along the Ohio
River approximately 18 miles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania i n

the Borough of Ambridge. | tcontains theremaining buildings of the
Har mony Society, a German communitarian sect who settled there i n 1825
and built the complex community they would occupy until the Society's
dissoution i n1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district 1lies
on a level plain mdway between the riverbank and hills rising onthe
east . | tincludes Ol d Economy Village, a four-acre museum compl ex
owned and operated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, containing
nmore than a dozen major Harmonist buildings. Surrounding the nmuseum
on three sides isa grid of seven major streets lined with over 90

Harmoni st houses and other Harmonist buildings, which are privately
owned and serve mostly as residences.

The community's original physical core i sstill largely intact,
consisting of seven major streets laid out by the Harmonists: two
running north-south (Church and Merchant Streets) and five running

east-west (12th through 16t hStreets). Four narrower streets, also
running east-west, were inserted between the existing Harmonist ones
in theearly 20th century. These newer streets occupy what were
originally theinteriors of the Harmonist blocks, areas reserved for
househol d gardens and utility sheds. To the extent possible, they
have been deleted from the National Historic Landmark, resulting i n
the finger-like district boundary configurationproposed herein.

The intersection of 14t hand Church Streets was the functional
center of Econony. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of the
Society's important community, public, and residential buildings,

including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, the
store, business leader Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor shop with
its large wine cellar, and the public hotel/tavern. Al 1l of these

buildings except the hotel/tavern are extant.

Wth the exception of the church, the major Harmonist buildings
with particular architectural character are located within the nuseum
compl ex, west of Church Street spanning 14t hStreet. The nuseum
complex i s theresult of major restoration work undertaken by the
State of Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance tothe
complex i s the Feast Hall (completed c.1828), the building that was
nmore than any other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists'

central meeting place. lts 50" x 96' second floor hall was usedfor
the Society's four annual celebrations, and the building also housed a
school room library, music room nuseum and drawing school. I ts

steep gambrel roof i sa Germanic feature used i nother significant,
though no longer extant. Harmonist buildings erected at about the sane
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time— he cotton mill and the hotel/tavern. [ts classical entrance
further distinguishes i tfrom all the other Society buildings except
the founder's house. Inside, the barrel-vaulted ceiling of the hall,
with its attached chamferred pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes

that i nthe Church. The shallow arches are also seen i nthe two-story
porch of the Great House and t he hotel.

Germanic influence may also be seen i nthe Granary (c.1832),

another of the largest remaining Harmonist buildings. lts first floor
is built of exposed wood menbers infilled with stone. The wood
members are clearly numbered with Roman numerals f or ease of
construction. This numbering system was used i nthe construction of
the houses as well, although the wood nmenmbers were not exposed i n

those buildings.

The Great House (c.1826), hone of founder George Rapp andhi s
adopted son Frederick, the community's business |eader, reflectsthe
Harmoni sts' desire to build "in the American manner," althoughi t
shows German influence i ntheclipped gables of the roof. Though by
no means ornate, the Great House features numerous architectural
details not found elsewhere i nthe community: classical
frontispieces, carved stone steps, decorative transoms, a two-story
rear porch, and on theinterior, a central staircase with carved
bannister, and furnishings from Philadelphia, Here visitors were
entertained by the Rapps and menbers of the Society.

Ot her major buildings located on the nmuseum grounds arethe
community kitchen, sited beside the Feast Hall and used when
celebrations were held i nthat building; cabinet and tailor shops; a
store; and a warehouse. These buildings are al |l of simple design,
with the larger buildings facing 14th Street built of brick (tailor
shop and store) and the smaller buildings behind them built of wood
(cabinet shop and warehouse). The tailor shop i s notable for the
large vaulted wine cellar, with exceedingly fine stonework, that i s
its basement.

The Harmoni st church, located just across Church Street fromOld
Economy Village, i s one of the district's nost significant buildings,
both as the focal point of the Society's spiritual |ife and as a work
of architecture. Wth itstall, tiered cupola/clock tower, housing
the Society's peculiar one-handed <clock, i tis thedistrict's nost
conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has
historically been credited to Frederick Rapp, as, indeed, have the
designs of all the other major Harraonist buildings. I t exhibits
typical Harmonist features on its well-preserved interior, such as a
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barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached chamfered pilasters with shallow
wal |l arches. Because its use has remained the sane, the church has

had relatively fewalterations and i s the best preserved Harmonist
building outside the grounds of the nmuseum

Though t he ambience of 19thcentury Econony may best be
appreciated within Ol d Econony Village and the Church, the extent and
duration of the Harmonist community and town plan i s seen best i nthe

surrounding residential area. | nspite of decades of non-Harmonist,
private ownership, this part of thedistrict retains a distinct
appearance and atmosphere due to the overall homogeneity of the

Har moni st houses and their regular spacing along the streets. Built
either of locally made brick or of wood | apsiding, the houses are

al most all two stories i nheight, gable roofs with the roof ridge
running parallel tothe street, generally a 3x2 bay configuration and
doors that open onto the side garden rather than the street. There
are 30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses i nthehistoric
district.

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Economy that they
had used i ntheir two previous settlements at Harmony, PA and New
Harmony, I N. | ntheir braced-frame system of construction, each floor
was framed as an independent unit. Rather than a roof ridgepole, each
set of rafters was constructed as an independent truss with the
ceiling rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, built as a
structurally independent unit, ran diagonally through the house's
attic i norder toexit the roof at theridge, where flashing was
unnecessary. Those original chimneys that remain are of squat
proportions and are situated just off-center along the roof ridge.

Insulation i nthe form of "dutch biscuits"—slats of wood wrapped with
mud and straw—were used, and brick was placed between the wall studs
on thefirst floor of frame buildings.

The house plan, basically identical inall of the houses,
consisted of three rooms on each floor, two small rooms and one |arge
one. O thefirst floor, these were an entry hall (containing the
staircase), kitchen, and larger Iliving/sleeping space. Bedr oonms were
on the second floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, is
attached tonearly all of the brick houses. O wood | apsiding, these

sheds have studs numbered i nthe typical Harmonist fashion.

The exterior of the brick houses were designed with several
features which were both functional and attractive; mst of the brick
houses retain at least sone of these features. The simple facade of
conmmon bond brick was enlivened with jack arches above wi ndows and
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doors, and a corbelled cornice on thelong sides of the house.
Doorways were rather deeply recessed, and shared the sanme wood
surround of multiple beading as the wi ndows. The doors themselves
were si x panelled.

The considerable garden and yard space of each house included a
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, and an
animal-stall.

Interspersed with the houses were Harmonist buildings serving
other functions, such as a doctor's office, workshops for the making
of barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The
smaller non-residential buildings were generally designed to be
compatible i nscale and materials with the houses. Several of these
non-residential Harmonist buildings are extant. The major industrial
buildings, requiring large amounts of water from theriver or
producing unpleasant odors, were relegated to the outskirts of the
comruni ty.

The Harmonists' most important garden was fairly centrally
located and remains on the grounds of the nuseum A place of
meditation, it includes two important structures with allegorical
significance forthe community: t he Pavilion and the Grotto. The
Pavilion, a classical design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built
in 1831 and housed the wood-scul pted female figure of Econony.

Schol ars speculate that she represents "thespiritual harmony[the
Harmoni sts] hoped t o achieve here on earth and afterwards i n heaven."1
The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched roof, has a
marvelous classical interior, as refined as the building's exterioris
rude. This contrast conveyed the difference between thesuperficial
and the substantial, the temporal and the spiritual.

The site plan of Econony was not a rigid grid divided strictly
into discreet areas of different uses, but it was an orderly pattern
with definite considerations f or aesthetic quality. Buildings sited
along the street alternated with open | ots, creating a consistent

spacial pattern of solid and void. Predictably, post-Harmonist

devel opment resulted i nthe construction of newer houses i nthese open
lots; nevertheless, the original Harmon!st plan remains discernable.
In fact, it isfrom experiencing theentire complex of remaining
Harmoni st buildings that one fully appreelates the Society's size,
homogeneity, technical skill, and aesthetic building design and town
planning—all of which contributed to i & success and longevity as a

communi ty.
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The ability of thehistoric district toconvey a distinct sense
of time and place today derives from several features: t henunber and
homogeneity of Harmonist buildings; therecognizable Harmonist site
planning; theassortment of types of buildings; and t heexistence of
the already-restored nuseum complex. Accentuating t heambience of the
historic district i sthefact that thesurrounding community of
Ambridge i sso utterly different i nnature. So densely Jjuilt was
Ambridge (the nanme i sa contraction of American Bridge, thedivision
of U S Steel that purchased nmnmuch of t he Harmonist property c.1905 and
subsequently created a new town surrounding Economy) that i t serves to
insulate Economy from other types of intrusions. During t heearly
growth of Ambridge, houses of that erawere built on many of t heyard
lots i nEconomy. Other, defunct Harmonist buildings were demolished
and replaced by new structures. Several non-residential Harmonist
buildings were converted toresidential use. Once this transition had
occurred and t heSociety was dissolved, relatively fewmajor physical
changes occurred tothedistrict. | nspite of remodelllngsto
individual buildings, thehistoric district as a whole remains a
visible product of the Harmony Society of thel9thcentury.

Econony's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting

the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary i n the
community. The following inventory describes the individual
residential building types i ndetail, and then lists all thebuildings

in order by location and address, with the museum complex discussed
first, keying theresidential buildings totheappropriate building

types.

The precedent forthis type of inventory cones fromt he
Harmoni sts themselves, who inventoried their real estate holdingsi n
1833 and determined t hesame four types of residences.2 (An
additional type they catalogued has no extant examples.) The same
four basic types were used again i na comprehensive planning study of

the district prepared by Green International i n1977. Al 1l buildings
not corresponding toone of these four types (including most of the
museum buildings) aredescribed individually. Information about
alterations, variations, additions, etc.toeach building i s briefly
mentioned.

Each structure i sdesignated as either Key, Contributing, or
Non- Contributing. All Key and Contributing buildings were built by
the Harmonists i nthe1824-1890 period. Key buildings comprise t he
heart of thenationally significant resource. Contributing buildings
are those which visually andhistorically play a part i nconveying the
landmark's sense of time and place. Non-Contributing buildings are
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non- Har moni st buildings which are included i nthe landmark for reasons
of geographic necessity only. Building locations are shown on t he

attached site plan. (Aseparate map for Ol d Econony Village,t he
museum compl ex, includes buildings #1-22.)

The following Harmonist design elements are present i n buildings
which are considered Contributing: siting, dimensions, roof type, and
wi ndow and door size andarrangement. Despite other alterations.
Contributing buildings retain their original siting (thereby defining

the distinctive town plan), retain the most basic configuration of the

original building (roof type anddimensions), andits most significant
details (window anddoor size andarrangement). Exceptions t othese
criteria are twobuildings within the museum complex andtwo outside
the nmuseum which have been nmoved i norder t oprevent their demolition,
and four reconstructions of Harmonist buildings within the nuseum
compl ex. These buildings are considered Contributing because of their
Harmoni st origins, remaining architectural integrity, and/or ability
to convey valuable information about the Harmonist way of life.

1. Reibel, Guide t oOl d Econony, p.26.

2. Arndt, Econony on the Ohio, p.835-837.

TYPE A, Two-story Brick House:

Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof —with ridgepole
running east-west—and a corbelled brick chimey located on t he

ridge, just east of center. I nseveral instances the plani s
two-by-two bays. The brick i slaid i ncommon bond, with flat
arches above the windows anddoor, corbelling at the cornice,
and a watertable. W ndows ar edouble hung sash, six-over-six,
except for small, single attic windows i neach gable end. The
door i slocated on the endof the house, rather than on t he
street elevation, Most houses of this type have a wood shed

addition on the rear, oneroom wide, with its own door, also on
the endof the house. This house type retains the best integrity
in the district. There ar e30 extant buildings of this type.

TYPE B: Two-story Franme House:

Al most identical t oType A except constructed of wood. Buildings
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The nmost
common alterations have been the application of newsiding and
roofing material, the replacement of wi ndow sash, and occasionally.
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e addition
elevation.

(The latter two additions occur which such frequency and appear to

date t osuch an early erathat they may have been conmon al
made by t he Harmonists themselves.) There are 34 extant b
of this type.

TYPE C Two-story Frame Double House:

terations
uildings

Sited with itsgable end toward thestreet, thebuilding has five-
by-two bays, with multiple chimneys, doors on theeast or west

sides, and windows of taller proportions than thesmaller

houses.

The alterations tothese buildings aresimlar tothose seen onthe

Type B houses. There are 4 extant buildings of this type.

TYPE D One-story Franme House;

of

Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con-
figuration, with gable roof—idgepole perpendicular to the
street—and central chimey. There ar e 2 extant buildings
this type.

Building Inventory:

1. Feast Hall, 14t hand Church Streets, Ol d Econonmy Village.

Key. Built 1826-1828.

e of thelargest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring

118 X 54' and 50" tall at theridgepole, sited at the maj
intersection of thecommnity, this i satall 2-1/2-story
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end,
ridgepole oriented east-west like nearly al | the Harmoni st
buildings along 14t h Street. One of thefewhbuildings wi

or
the

th brick

laid i nFlemish bond. Wood-shingled roof pierced by dormers,

with four corbelled brick chimeys along theridgepole. Wbod cor -
nice i sfinely dentllled. Large 6/6 sash wi ndows have original
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists
of a double door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur-
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a curvilinear
motif. Ot her doors arelocated at east and west ends of the north
sides

Central hall plan of thefirst story remains intact, with
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking thehall. Second
floor consists almost entirely of theactual feast hall (50' x 96")

The 8-bay hall i s spanned by an elliptically-shaped barrel-vault
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of wood planks pierced by windows on t hesides, with engaged
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on t he north
and south sides. East and west ends feature trompe |'oeil paintings

of thesanme configuration, with single, real doors at thethird
floor level.

2. Granary, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

The building i s5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration.
The stone and timber construction of thefirst story i sunique
in thecommunity. Siding on theother floors i sof wide, plain
boards; t hegable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) i s sheathed
with wood shingles.

The interior i smade up of large, single rooms, with a system
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at t hehead,
extending up through thefirst four floors. There i sa large
stone cellar.

3. Cabinet Shop, Ol d Econonmy Village.
Contributing, <c.1826.

e story-with-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 wi ndows. There i sa single
door on t hesouth end, arid an attic door above flanked by louvered
openings. A small entrance hall on t hesouth contains a stair to
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it on thesouth
end and a large room on t henorth end. WMany of theoriginal tools
and equipment remain inside.

4. Community Kitchen, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing, <c.1826.

One-story rectangular building of wood | apsiding, with a bead
on thelower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that

provides ventilation andmultiple chimneys. 6/ 6 windows retain
sone original glass. A single door i slocated i ncentral bayon
south side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking

area, and some original cooking kettles areintact inside.
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5. Tailor Shop andWne Cellar, Ol dEconomy Village.
Contributing, c.1826.
Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick i slaid i ncomon bond, with
jack arches above wi ndows anddoors, anda dentllled and corbelled
cornice. Unlike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone
watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side
(facing 14t hStreet), but a brick watertable andplain stone founda-
tion on other sides. W ndows are 6/ 6, double-hung sash; the frames
and much of the glass appear t obe original. Doors are located
on north, east, andsouth elevations; those on the north and south
are wide and6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The t op stone
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The
east enddoor leads tothe stone-vaulted wine cellar andi swithin
a wood vestibule.
Interior: Sone flooring i s original, as well as doors, base-
board, staircase, plaster, the pulley onattic door, and mantels.
There are four rooms on each floor with a center hall running
north-south, Original tools are on display. The large vaulted
wine cellar beneath the building has steep stone steps anda pulley
mechanism f or bringing casks i nandout, a stone floor, and sone
original wine casks. The vault i s15" high with stone-vaulted
penetrations sloping up tothe eight windows at grade level.
6. Store. Ol dEconony Village.

Key. 1828.

This building was where the Harmonists' many products were
sold tothe public. | tisalarge two-story building with attic
of 5x2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a
cellar beneath the western half. Thebrick i slaid i n conmon
bond, with jack arches above wi ndows anddoors, a corbelled and
dentllled cornice, anda brick watertable. W ndows are 8/ 12,
doubl e- hung sash; most, i fnot all h6 appear tobe original and i n
the original frames (sills may be replacements). First floor

wi ndows have plain wood shutters with aniron closing mechanism
Doors ar elocated onnorth andsouth elevations, set high, at the

watertable, andhave four-pane transoms. Like many other doors
in Ol dEconony Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Door s
on the west endof the building, at the second floor and attic

level, allowed f orloading andunloading. The foundation i s of

dressed s tone.



NPS Fonn 10400-1 OMB No. 1024-0018
(M2 Expire* 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form
Econony Nati onal

Cantinuation shest Historic Landnark I temnunber
The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that
of thetailor shop next door. Sone of t heroons serve as display

rooms and others as storage forlarge amounts of tools, equipment,
and bottles.

Baker House, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A. The house was nmoved from i tsoriginal site several
yards tothewest i nt hel950s when Route 65 replaced the River
Road. | t has been restored as part of the nuseum | twas origi-
nally the house of Johannes Langenbacher (nanme changed t o Baker),
the Society's storekeeper andlater Senior Trustee when founder
George Rapp died i n 1847.

Shed, Ol dEconomy Village.
Contributing. Replicationc. 1950.

During therestoration of Ol dEcononmy Village, this one-story,
wood shed was built along thelines of a then-extant original shed
outside the State-owned property. The Harmonists constructed
similar, i fnot always identical sheds behind the houses t o serve
as stable, storage, workspace, andprivy. This onei sbhuilt of
plain wood lap-siding with a gable roof, ridgepole running east-
west. There arefixed, multi-paned sash wi ndows and several
singledoors.

9. Lenz House, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing. c.1826.

TYPE A This differs from t hestandard type by having a t wo,
rather than three, bay facade. Moved and restored as part of
the rmuseum complex, i twas originally thehouse of Jonathan Lenz,
one of the Society's trustees.

10. War ehouse, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Two-story, 3x1baybuilding with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-
west) of wood | apsiding of varied widths with a beaded |ower
edge. This i stheonly frame building with Itsoriginal clapboards
with beaded bottom edges intact. | t had not been used f or many
years before therestoration, andretained considerable architec-



NPS Fonn 104004 OMB  No. 1024-001%
Expires 10-31-$7

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Econony National
Continuation shest  Historic Landmark ltem number Page u

tural integrity. W ndows ar e 6/ 6, double-hung; there i sa wide
central door on thesouth side. The interior retains excellent
integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as
seen on thepilasters i ntheFeast Hall and t he Church. The
building i sfilled with Harmonist tools and equi pment.

11. Great House. Ol d Econony Village.
Key. c¢. 1826. . '

The building srved primarily as a residence for George and
Frederick Rapp (andlater, theTrustees of theSociety) and secon-
darily as theshowplace of t heHarnony Society. Visitors were
often entertained iri this building by the Rapps.

This large residential building i sconmposed of two adjoining
sections: t helong section facing Church Street known asthe
George Rapp House, and thesmaller, but taller section, sited
perpendicularly toit onitsnorth end, known as the Frederick

Rapp House.

The George Rapp House was thefirst tobe built and consists
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings onthe
north and south ends. Of brick laid i nFlem sh bond, it has a
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) truncated at the ends,
brick chimneys at theridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentllled
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There i sat wo-
story porch on thewest elevation, facing thegardens, and a
1-1/2  story brick addition known as t heVault Room bhuilt i nabout
1858 t o house t heHarmonist safe. W ndows ar e 6/ 6, double hung
with brick jack-arch lintels- The main entrance on t heeast ele-

vation has a pedimented frontispiece with fanlight; similar
flanking doors on thenorth and south wings have arched surrounds.

The interior of thehouse has been restored and features nore
el egant detailing than i sfound i nthetypical Harmonist houses.
Three separate noney vaults arelocated i nt he basement of the
house: one beneath t he George Rapp section, and two beneath the
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of thehouse was built
as thenorth wing of theGeorge Rapp's house and i sa tall, 2-1/2
story gable-roofed building with bridged chimneys, dormers, and
stylistic elements not found on other Harmonist buildings. As on
the Feast Hall and t he George Rapp section, thebrick i slaidi n
Flemi sh bond, with large jack arches above wi ndows and doors, and

a dentllled and corbelled cornice. W ndows ar e 6/6 double hung
sash. The stone steps areunusually well-detailed, with a grace-
fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom

and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks
Its steps arealso carefully carved.
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The eight-room interior has been restored

In the 1880s, theroof of the George Rapp section was changed
to a simple gable and various other changes were nade. During
the restoration of Ol d Econony Village, theroof was rebuilt to
its original configuration. Numer ous other restoration items
were undertaken at this time as well.

12 Summer Kitchen, Ol d Econony Village.

Contributing, c¢.18' 25, 1950.

A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building
of wood siding with'a beaded |ower edge. I toriginally contained

a sunmer kitchen, workshop, tool and wood storage area, and chicken
coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at the time of
restoration and was restored; the other rooms, however, were nade

into modern restrooms.

13. Carriage House, Ol d Economy Village.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

A tall, gable-roofed frame building sited at the southeast corner
of the museum site with double doors located on thenorth side. | t

required extensive restoration c¢.1950 to remove alterations

made

when the building was converted to a residence i nthe 1890s. The
original timber frame remained intact, however, and thesitei s

original, although the building had been raised about four feet
when a second floor was added.
14, Garden Pavilion, Ol d Economy Village.

Contributing. 1831, c.1950.

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched openings and
a flat roof topped by si xstone vases, sited at the center of the
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica
built during the nmuseum restoration because of the extreme deterior-
ation, Stone copies of theoriginal wooden roof finials were
mounted i n 1966 (t heoriginal wooden finials, carved by Joseph
Woodwel | of Philadelphia, areinthe museum. A plan i nthe Harnmony

Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed

with a hexagonal donmed roof, but this i s not known to have been
built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists'
garden, called by one landscape expert the most impressive garden
of its erawest of the Alleghenies. | twas created and appreciated
for allegorical as well as aesthetic reasons, the beauty of the
garden representing the state of Harmony achieved through devotion
to God. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto and the labyrinth

exhibit this idea more clearly.) The surrounding garden featured a
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simple path system radiating from thepavilion that dividedthe
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone
grotto, arbors, and numerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever-
greens, and flowers. (Seealso: Grotto, #15).

15. Grotto, Ol d Econonmy Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Built as a place formeditation i na corner of the Society's
garden, theone-st'dry, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory

of Harmonist philosophy. The round structure i s17" i n diameter
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built
the Grotto f or George Rapp, commi ssioning William Jenkins of Pitts-

burgh forthefine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough
exterior was intended t o suggest thesimplicity of the Harmoni st
lifestyle;, therefined interior, thebeauty of t heHarmonists' pure
spirit. | ti stheonly exanmple of the Greek Revival style i n any
of theHarmonists' settlements.

16. Bake Oven, Ol d Economy Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.

A small brick and wood oven.

17. Roberson House Old Economy Village
Contributing. , 1828. o o

TYPE A Like thelenz house (#9), this differs from the typical
Type A i nhaving a 2x2 bay configuration. | twas was noved onto
the nmuseum property from several blocks away. Thoughdeteriorated,
it retains most of thebasic Harmonist features.

18, Utility Shed.
Contributing. Reconstruction.

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board and batten siding
building was rebuilt along thelines of theoriginal, which housed
the Society's fire engine and other flre-fighting equipment.

19 Mai nt enance Building.
Non- Contributing, c.1965.

A frame structure of one-story built toconplement the Harmoni st
buildings while serving themaintenance needs of thenuseum compl ex
It east end i sattached tothe Warehouse.



NPS Fonn |O-NO-I OMB So. 1024-001$
0«Q Expi res 10-}1-$7

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Econony Nati onal
Cantinuation shegt Historic Landmark Itemnunt)er

20. Wat erpump, Ol d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com
munity waterpump.

21. Wat erpump, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1825.

A partial reconstruction of an original punp based on early photo-
graphs. The iron work and the site are original.

22. Greenhouse, Ol d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing, c. 1950.

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and
storehouse, fronts a modern greenhouse extensions on the south and
east sides.

23. 70 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has been re-sided with brick, obscuring original trim
W ndows and doors are replacements; porches have been added.

24, 78-80 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1870.

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with

shingles and vertical siding. | tsdate of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built i nthelate 19th century
to house laborers from outside the Society. | tmay not be on
its original site; i tis not evident i nan overview photograph

of thedistrict of 1893.

25 84 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

1-1/2-story bungal ow wedged between two Harmonist buildings.

26 86-88 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing. c.1870.

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with
shingles and vertical siding. | tsdate of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built inthelate 19th century
to house |l|aborers from outside the Society. | tmay not be on
its original site; i tls not evident i nan overview photograph
of thedistrict of 1893.
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217. 98 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.

TYPE B. Has been re-sided with perma-stone; windows
have been replaced.

28. 186 12t h Street.
Contributing. 18. 30.

1024-001$
10-31-$?

15

and doors

TYPE A A door has been added on t hestreet elevation. Gener -

ally, integrity i sgood and t heyard space i sintact.
1830" i sinscribed i nmortar i nthe attic.

29. 189 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.

"Juin 8,

TYPE B. Has a two-story, 2x1 bay addition on thenorth end;

has been re-sided.

30. 193 12t h Street.
Contributing,., c.1830.

TYPE B. Chimey has been removed, exterior has been

re-sided,

and wi ndows have been replaced. A modern garage i sbehindthe

house.

31. 194 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Chimey and windows have been replaced; buildingi s
sheathed with alum num siding. A garage i sbehind thehouse.

32. 197 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1830.

2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare.

33. 198 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Chimey has been altered; windows doors, and a porch
have been added. Wod siding i svisible beneath alum numand

wood siding. | t sfoundation i s parged. This building may have
been noved about tenfeet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was
laid out c.1905. | tissited uncharacteristically close to

the neighboring Harmonist house.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38

39

40.

199 12th Street
Contributing, c¢ 1830.

TYPE B. Has a typical shed addition on therear; i s sheathed
with insulbrlck.

278 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE D

280 12t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendicul ar
to thestreet; re-sided with various modern materials. Per haps
it was turned on its site or noved, but i tdoes retain its basic
Harmoni st form and 2x3 bay configuration.

281 12t h Street (street address uncertain; taxparcel #11-04-502),
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE D Recently remodelled, though its basic dimensions and
form remain intact.

283 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. This i stheonly Harmonist frame house i nthe district
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an
especially good idea of theoriginal appearance of these houses.

Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets,
Nort hwest corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Chimey and wi ndows have been replaced;, first floor has
been altered t o accommdate commercial use.

1198 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A.  Sited catercorner totherest of thedistrict, this
house has been included as a discontiguous part because it sinteg-
rity remains excellent and i ti sa continuation of the Harmonist
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12th Street streetscape. O the house's east end, every other brick
header i s blackened, creating a decorative pattern. A German
inscription i nthemortar i ntheattic reads "July 5 1inthe year

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

of God, 1830."

1219 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing. 1919.

Two-story brick commercial building, attached on its north side
to a Harmoni st hoiise, 1221 Merchant Street.

1221 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE A l'ts architectural integrity has been impaired onthe
Merchant Street facade by alterations made to transform the former
house into a commercial building.

284 Wagner Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unkncwn. This i s a Harmonist building, (says to the pre-
sent occupant, but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured
any Harmonist features. A steep central staircase inside i s similar
in steepness to the typical Harmonist staircase. The building does
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and its Harmonist
authenticity has yet to be documented.

1204 Church Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

1216 Church Street.
Contributing. c.1828.

TYPE A Unusual i nnot having a frame addition on its rear.

Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street.
Contributing. Date wundetermined.

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap siding.
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47, 98 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.
TYPE A Sone original window frames are intact Has a rear
addition of later date.
48. 260 13t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1828.
TYPE A Brick' has been painted. Sone original window frames and
the original six-panelled door and frame on t heeast end are i n-
tact. This i salso one of t hefewhouses that retains at |east

part of its original garden/yard space.

49, 272 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE C Has been re-sided with alum num A one-story brick addi-
tion on thesouth end of thebuilding was t he Society's last
bakery, from 1903-1905, according totheformer curator of Ol d
Economy Village.

50. 273 13t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE C Has been re-sided with asphalt.

51. 274 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

"Two-story, non-Harmoni st house of concrete block.

52. 276 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house.

53. 278 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare.

54. 284 13t h Street.
Contributing.

TYPE C Sheathed with asphalt siding, Has a one-story addition
on thesouth end.
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55. 286 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story frame Foursquare.
56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street,
sout hwest corner.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A Has had alterations t oaccommodate commercial use,

but its original form i sintact; sonme original window framesar e

intact on t hesecond floor.

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & 13th Streets).

Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A. The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit

and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick additioni s
on t heeast end of t hehouse.

58. 308 13t h Street.
Contributing... c.1830.

TYPE A.  An aluminum-clad soffit and fascia have been applied.

59. 314 13t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE A A two-story porch has been added on t heeast end.
is a one-story frame shed i ntherear.

60. 316 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling.

61. 322 13t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Date of construction i sinscribed i nmortar i ntheattic

There i sa two-story brick addition on thesouth side.

62. 328 13t h Street.
Contributing, <c¢.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrlck. Chi mey has been replaced;

door has been added on street elevation.
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63. 332 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Expires 20-JI-*7

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable

roof may be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this
been substantiated.

64. 336 13t h Street.-.."
Contributing, c.18""0.

TYPE B. Alterations similar to those at 328 13t hStreet,
door .

65. St . John's Lutheran Church of Ol d Econonmy and Rectory,
1320 Church Street.
Key. c.1828-31.

The church's design i sattributed to Frederick Rapp. As the
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this i s the nmost
significant building outside of Ol d Econonmy Village. | tis also
one of the fewbuildings retaining good interior architectural

integrity.

O 3x5 bays, and one.tall story, thebrick church has a multi-
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street.
The main section of the church has a gable roof, its ridgepole
perpendicular to Church Street. l'ts red-orange brick i slaidin
common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane,
wood wi ndows, (most of which appear to be original, although the
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). W ndows have

been added on the east end. O the south elevation (along

Street), there i s an arched window i nthecentral bay of thick,
multi-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have dentils
and brackets on the north and south (side) elevations; the eaves

are returned on the east (end) elevation.

The tower has a first-story of stone, cut i n rectangular

blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, and a wi de wood cornice
beneath the clock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupola,

topped by a smaller matching cupola.

The interior integrity i s good to excellent. The barrel -

vaulted ceiling i s a Harmonist design feature seen also i nthe
Feast Hall. The vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered
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corners and simple cornices; these colums frame each window
bhay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches.
Most of the open-back pews are theoriginal. The altar, stained
glass, and organ are of l|ater vintage. There i s a square balcony
centered on the west side of the nave, with panelling and a railing
of turned posts. The nave i s attached on the north side tothe
| arge, newer part of the church, but theoriginal exterior north
wal |l has been retained. An elliptical window, one*of the nost

sophisticated decorative features i nthe community, tops the central
door on this elevation.

The clock tower has walls approximately 3 thick at the base.

Plaster walls on the ground level give way to brick above. Much
of theoriginal staircase, heavily worn, i sintact. The operating
clock retains many of theoriginal pieces, and i sstill wound by
hand daily. The two bells, i nthe tower above the clock, were

forgedinPittsbhurgh.

The modern church addition i ssited tothe east of the Harmoni st
one, and a small, detached rectory i ssited onthe sane | ot tothe
north of the Harmonist Church.

66. 1398 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Currently wundergoing a complete restoration of the
exterior and a partial interior restoration. The recent removal
of the siding on the shed addition revealed that the timbers
used i nconstruction were numbered with Roman numerals i nthe
typical Harmonist manner just as on the main sections of

buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions may
have been built at the same time, probably at a rather early
date when there were nmany Harmonists living inthe district,

67. 14t h and Church Streets, northwest <corner.
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A Located at the major intersection of Economy, this i s
the earliest dated brick house i nthe community. Mortar i nthe
attic on the west gable end i sinscribed "My 8, 1826." The
building has been partially restored by Harmonle Associates, a
local non-profit organization which helps to support Ol d Econony
Village.
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68. 267 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Interior has good integrity. Has a large, two-story
frame addition on therear (north) elevation, probably latel9th

century. The house i sunusual forits large and relatively
finished basement. Because of i ts central location and early
date of construction, thebasement of this house nay have been
used f or storage.pf wine or other goods until thecompletion

of thecommunity store and wine cellar.

69. 268 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

70. 270 14t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1826.

TYPE A Additions include a door on thewest end, windows, and
porches. The frame shed addition has been covered with alum num
siding. i

71. 271 14t h Street.
Contribut ing. ,

TYPE D OF uncertain age, this building nay have been oneof
the si xsingle-story frame houses bhuilt by theSociety by1833;
it has t hesanme north-south orientation and approxi mate size. | t
is known that i tserved as a doctor's office fora time, although
the store (i nOldEconony Village) also contained a doctor's office.
One nap |abels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable-
end-to-street configuration seens t o have been conmmon f or Har moni st
wor kshops and other small non-residential buildings. I n the
Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there i sa doctor's shop
listed individually at $100.00.

72. 272 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

1-1/2 story 20th century brick dwelling.

73. 273 14t h Street. \
Non- Contributing, c.1900

Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathedj'
in alum num siding. i
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74. 274 and 280 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1825.
George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived i nthis house fora
short time immediately prior to thecompletion of the Great House
(on the grounds of the present nuseum complex) i n1826. 1 n 1826,
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having
Philadel phia wallpaper. | tisa two-story, 6x2 bay building with
gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14thStreet, running north-
south. The exterior walls are covered with insulbrlck, there i s
a wood soffit and fascia on door on the street elevation. There
is one-story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch.
The original foundation material has been covered by concrete block
and brick.
75. 277 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1825.
Prior to theerection of the Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business |eader of the
Society, Ilived here. The house i s a two-story, 5x2 bay building
with gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14t hStreet. There are
wood eave returns. W ndows ar e one-over-one, double-hung sash with
wood surrounds that appear to date c¢.1880. A single door i s located
in a central bay on the.street elevation. There are one-story,
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building.
The stone foundation i svisible on the street elevation, Attached
to therear of this house i s a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing
Boyl eston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston Street. | t does not appear on
the' Society map of 1858, and nay have been erected to house outside
workers later i nthe 19th century.
76. 285 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1920.
1-1/2 story stucco bungal ow.
7. 289 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1905.
Two-story frame building.
78. 291 14t h Street.

Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE B. Has alumi num siding and replacement wi ndows and door.
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79. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant & |4th Streets)

Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE AL A rear addition, conversion t ocommercial use, and
partial re-siding have diminished its architectural integrity,

but it remains obviously Harmonist.

80. Croatian Club, Merchant and 14t h Streets,
Contributing, c¢.182 6.

TYPE A. Wndow alterations anda large

in this house as a boy.

81. 309-1/2 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

rear
in the 1920s when the building was converted
Duss (1860-1951), the Harnony Society's |ast

northeast corner.

t oa bank. John S

maj or |eader, lived

TYPE B. Abuts the Silver Lion I nnonits east side.

82. Silver Lion Inn, 14th Street.
Non- Contributing.

One-story brick commercial building.

83. 312 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Has been converted t ocommerci al

has. been applied.

84. 316 14t h Street.
Contributing.

Simlar tothe TYPE B house, but slightly
in insulbrlck. Wndows anddoors have been
the 3x2 bay configuration i sintact. A rear
for its siding of boards with a beaded | ower
Stotz, this was the typical Harmonist siding.

place outside the nmuseum complex where it

use; "half-timbering"

larger. Sheat hed

replaced, though
shed i s interesting
edge. Accordingto

This i sthe only

i sinevidence.

addition were made
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85. 317 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

Simlar totheTYPE B house, this i sslightly larger (like
#316, above), i scovered with insulbrlck, and has a four-bay
first floor, with paired center doors. One of these doors has
a narrow, two-pane transom and i srecessed, like a commercial
entry. Picture windows were added and then filled'in on this
elevation, The house i snearly identical to316 14th Street,
acrossthestreet.*'

86. 320 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing. c¢'.1910

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist building
to the east.

87. 324 14t h Street
Contributing.
TYPE B. l.ts Harmoni st form i svisible behind a brick extension

to the front.

88. 1414 Merchant Street (address uncertain; attached to #1412).
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A House abuts 1412 Merchant Street (anmodern structure)

on its south side. l'ts siting reflects theHarmonists' block
design; i t i ssituated i nthecenter of theoriginal Dblock
between 14t hand 15t h Streets. The attached section, 1412 Merchant
Street, i s non-Contributing.

89. 1416 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing.

Concrete block and frame Dutch Colonial house.

90. 1422 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, suburban-type brick house
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91. 70 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE B. Has been re-sided with asphalt shingles. Wndows have
been altered, and a porch has been added. A small shed, possibly
Harmonist, i si ntherear

92. 75 15t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1728

TYPE B. Re-sided with hexagonal asphalt shingles; windows have
been replaced.

93. 78 15t h Street
Contributing, <c.1828.

A two-story, 5x2 bay frame building with gable roof and ridge-
pole parallel tothestreet and two, one-story extensions on
the rear elevation. There i sa central transomed door on t he
street elevation. Wndows have been altered; building i s covered
with insulbrlck.

94. 79 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing
One story, non-Harmonist frame house.
95. 84 15t h Street
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed i nperma-stone; wi ndows have been replaced.
There areseveral small additions and porches on sides and rear
of house.

96. 85 15t h Street
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE B. Sheathed i nalum num siding. Door added on street

elevation; windows replaced.
97. 89 15t h Street.

Non- Contributing, c.1950.

One-story, ranch-style house.
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98. 90 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed i ninsulbrlck; door noved t ostreet eleva-
tion; windows replaced.

99. 91 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed i nalum num siding; windows replaced; ohe-
story extension on east end.

100. 92 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1920.

1-1/2-story frame bungal ow.

101. 1427 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1824

O | ogconstruction, but similar tothebrick andframe
Har moni st houses, this i s oneof thefirst houses used by t he
Harmoni sts upon their arrival at Econonmy. According to the
former curator of theOl d Econony Village, this building was
noved onto thesite by t heHarmonists i norder t ohouse workers
as they erected other buildings. Now covered with alum num
siding, i tretains i tsdeeply recessed windows and general
shape. There i sa door onthestreet elevation.

102. 1501 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE A Theslightly bell-cast roofline i s unique i n the
district. Overall integrity i sgood, with original wi ndow
frames and door location intact. A brick porch has been added
on t hewest end.

103. 100 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Mich of theexterior i ssheathed with asphalt
shingles; thebottomthree feet or so of t hehouse have been
parged with concrete. There i sa door onthestreet eleva-
tion as well as ont heeast end. The rear addition i satypical
in having a separate, lower roofline than themin part of the
house.
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104, 1500 Church Street.
Contributing, c¢.1812.

This was one of thefirst buildings used by the Harmonists.
Formerly located on another site i nthe area, this house was
purchased by the Harmonists and moved to its present site
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live,
until another suitable building could be erected. '(Rapp sub-
sequently noved to 274 14t h Street and then the Great House.)
This was originally the hone of Ephralm Blaine, father of
James Blaine, the candidate f orpresident i n 1884, and t he owner
of land sold to the Harmon! sts f ortheir settlement.

After serving as George Rapp's temporary residence, the
building became t he school house until 1884, when it wasr e-
placed by the building at 1515 Church Street.

Early photographs of the building before it was resided
show that theoriginal siding was wood of varying widths.
There was a 5x4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double
hung wi ndows and two small attic¢c windows i neach gable end.

Described" as a school house i nthe Society's 1833 inventory
of real estate, thebuilding was valued at $600.00, the sane
as one of the Harmonists'- double houses.

2-1/2 stories tall, thebuilding now has a 5x2 bay config-
uration and i s sheathed with alum num siding.

105. 262 15t h Street.
Noli-Contributing.

Two-story, brick Spanish Colonial-style house.

106. 264 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

1-1/2 story, frame bungal ow.

107. 269 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Sheathed with alum num siding. Porch added on
east end; separate concrete block garage i n rear.
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108. 270 15t h Street.
Contributing. 1824

This i sa large, two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays,
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15t hStreet. Unusual
features of thehouse arethecentral doorway on t he north
(street) elevation, which has a three-paned transom and side-
lights, recessed within a panelled surround, and t he decorative
stone watertable .o thefront (north) elevation, with the stones
incised with horiz*i6ntal lines.

According totheformer curator of Ol d Econony Village, this
was perhaps thefirst building erected here by t he Harmoni sts,
and was begun on May 8, 1824, t heday of their arrival. | t
served as t heSociety's meeting-house until thecompletionof
the Feast Hall i n 1828, and housed sone of t heHarmonists until
the family houses were built. | tsubsequently served as a granary
and a fireball. Although one source (the survey of 1977) states
that this i sa | ogstructure, it seems unlikely that a | oghbuilding
woul d have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as this.
Though theinsulbrick siding has been on t hehouse as long ast he
current ownerj-has owned it, he has no reason tothink that t he
Structure i sl ogunderneath, and believes it i sof simple woodl ap
siding.

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 1lists an "ol d
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, t hegranary on t he present
museum property was completed, it's possible that this building
was t he "old" granary referred to—nine years ol dat that time.
It was valued at $400.00.

109. 271 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Covered with insulbrlick; a porch has been added on

the east end.
110, 275 15t h Street.

Non- Contributing.

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house.
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111. 274 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story nodern brick house.

112. 273 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has been covered with nmodern orange brick, fourth

bay has been added"on the street elevation.

113. 276 15th Street.
Contributing, c¢.1828.

TYPE C. Covered with asbestos siding. A one-story attached

shed at the rear may be partly Harmonist.

114, 284 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

115. 285 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story frame Foursquare.

116. 286 15t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830

According to the former curator of Ol d Econony Vil

|l age and

an early map of the community, this was the Harmonists' wagon

shop, and has been turned 180 degrees on its site.

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building i swider than itis

long, with its ridgepole perpendicular to 15th Street

. The

roofline extends on the east end, giving the building an asym

metrical configuration. Exterior walls are sheathed
alum num | apsiding. Wndows are replacements; one
frames may be original. A door i s located off-center

street (north) elevation.

with
or two
onthe
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117. 291 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE B. Covered with alum num siding. An aluminum-sided
shed with a central brick chimmey i ssited behind t hehouse.

118. 1501 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick. The-
first floor was converted totheStar Grill bar and resaurant,
now defunct.

A brick addition on thenorth side of thebuilding has a
gable roof.

119. 1426 Merchant Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A Brick has been painted and repointed, cornice i s
covered with alum num and wi ndows have been wi dened.

120. 1500 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1828.

TYPE A This house i sunusual i nlacking a shed addition and
retaining a relatively large amount of i ts original rear vyard.
Al'so, much of i ts block on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk.

Two wi ndows have been added on t hewest end, and one on t he

north side. The door on theeast endi si ni tsoriginal location
and possibly i ts original frame. Another door i slocated on the
west end and was probably added i nthelate 19thcentury. The stone
foundation i svisible on t heeast, south, and west elevations.

The interior of thehouse retains unusually good integrity,
with most of theoriginal walls and plaster intact and much of
the wood trim. The surround of thedoor on thewest end i s
Victorian, suggesting that i twas a late 19t hcentury alter-
ation. "1828" i sinscribed i nmortar i nthegable end of the
attic.
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121. 1505Church Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Theoriginal three-bay configuration of the north
and south sides i snowvisible only on thesouth side; t he
central bay of thenorth side has been covered over. This
building nay have been noved a short distance when Laughlln

Street, immediately tothenorth, was installed. | ti s somewhat

out of alignment with thesurrounding Harmonist houses and rests
on a modern foundaftion, yetit retains its basic Harmonist bay
configuration.

122, 1514 Church Street.'
Contributing, c.1884.

he of thelargest extant Harmonist buildings, thistwo-
story, 7x3 bayframe building was erected as a school for the
children who worked andlived at Economny. Now covered with
alum num siding. The carved stone steps onthefront are
intact, representative of theHarmonists attractive stonework.

123. 274 Laughlln Street.
Non- Contributing.

Small, non-Harmonist, -one-story frame building reportedly nmoved

from another site.

124, 1515Church Street.
Contributing, c¢.1828.

TYPE AL The house differs from t heTYPE A house only i nhaving

a 2x2 bayconfiguration. There i s novisible evidence of there

ever having been a third bayon thelong (north andsouth) sides.

Other houses with this configuration arethelenz House i n Ol d

Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick i spainted; window

frames anda door frame appear t obe original.

125. 68 and 70 16t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building with gable roof, ridge-
pole parallel tol6thStreet. According totheformer curator
of Ol dEconony Village, this was thetanner's shop forthe
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Society. Early nmaps and photographs show a granary i nthis
area, with thetannery across thestreet. Perhaps i twas noved
to this site at a later time. | ti ssimilar i nsize andplan to

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

260-264 16t h Street.

72 16t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1905.

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house.

74 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and the2 x 2 bay con-
figuration may have been an alteration.

78 16t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with insulbrlick, with an alum num cornice
and wi ndow and door replacements.

84 16th Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with" alum num siding, with typical wi ndow
and door alterations.

90 16t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with alumnum siding; with typical wi ndow
and door alterations. A modern, one-story addition i son the
west end. A frame garage i si ntherear.

1599 Church Street (southwest corner, 16th & Church Streets).
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Sheathed with alum num siding. First floor was con-
verted tocommercial use, with a presently wunoccupied storefront
facing Church Street.
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132. 260 and 264 16th Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole
parallel tothestreet. Two wood sheds arelocated i ntherear;
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable roofs and
narrow | apsiding. According to,theformer curatoi; of Ol d
Economy, this was thecooper's shop for theSociety. It is
simlar i nsize and design tothetanner's shop at 68-7016t h
Street. This may liave been t hehouse of t hecooper and hi s -
hel pers as well as his work area. The 1833 real estate inven-
tory of theSociety lists a cooper's shop, but values i t at
only $100.00, much less than thetypical $600.00 value of a
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps thesmall rear
sheds were t heactual coopers work area. The Society's coopers
produced t hewi ne casks, sonme of which remain i nthewine
cellar beneath theTailor Shop.

133. 288 16th Street
Contributing, c 1830.

TYPE B. The present wood siding does not appear to be ori-
ginal. There have been sone wi ndow and door alterations. A
modern garage i si ntherear.

134, 16t h and Merchant Streets, northwest corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE AL Attached t oa nodern commercial building on its west
side and adapted for commercial use on its first floor.

W ndows have been altered. The house i sone of thefewthat
retains i ts original gable-end roofline configuration, withits
narrow trim board.

135. 296 16th Street (southwest corner of 16th & Merchant Streets).

Contributing, c 1829.

TYPE A Brick has been painted, windows and doors have been
replaced. The owner reports that "1829" i sinscribed i n the
house's attic. The house i srelatively wunusual i nretaining
nmuch of i ts original yard.
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. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics . literature sculpture
1600-1699 K architecture education military X socigll
17001799 art engineering music "~ humanitarian
-iL. 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- — , communications !ndustry politics/government transportation
—2 invention other (specify)
Specific dates  1824-1905 Builder/Architect  The Harmony Society

statement of Significance (in one paragrapii)

The Econony National Historic Landmark, encompassing the remaining
buildings of the Harnony Society's nmost successful settlement at

Econony, Pennsylvania, i ssignificant as the most complete site of this
i mportant communitarian sect which had a significant impact onthe
commercial, industrial, and financial worlds of 19thcentury America
and an international impact on social reformers of theera. At
Econony, the Harmony Society achieved national recognitionfor its
wool, <cotton, and silk industries and was known nationally in its
commercial and financial activities, including its pioneering role in
the oi |l industry and itsrole i ntheconstruction of several railroads,
anmong them the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie. 'ts three prosperous
settlements at Harmony, PA, New Harmony, I N, and finally at Econony

served as models forother 19t hcentury Utopian groups such as the
Shakers, the Amana Society, and the Zoarltes. Prominent social
reformers and intellectuals influenced by the Society's successful
communal lifestyle include Robert Owen, Hegel, Byron, and Goethe. The
Society's extraordinary productivity testifies both to the dedication
of its members—who practised pacifism, commnal sharing of property
and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief i nChrist's Second
Comi ng—and to the magnetism of |eaders George and Frederick Rapp, who
were t he Society members' intercessors with the outside world. ne of
the longest-livedof themany 19thcentury communitarian sects, the
Harmony Society was eventually weakened by the deaths of Frederick and
George Rapp i n 1834 and 1847, the industrial revolution, and a
diminishing population. | n 1905, one hundred years after its
incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The remaining
Harmoni st buildings, comprising the National Historic Landmark, are a
physical legacy of the Society's most successful period.

German pietists from the Wurttemberg area, the Harmonists followed
George Rapp to America i n 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom Like
other pietist groups, they believed i na mre direct relationship with
God than provided fori nLutheran orthodoxy, and sought to minimze the

role of thechurch, itsceremonies, and its dogma. Tlleir somewhat
mystical faith was based heavily on t he Book of Revelations and
galvanized by "Father" Rapp's ma.gnetism as spiritual [|eader/ prophe t.

It held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind toits
original pure, androgynous nature. There was considerable conflict
within the Society over certain tenets—the sharing of wealth and

practise of celibacy, i nparticular—and George Rapp and hi s adopted
son, Frederick, have been criticized as being dictatorial,
un-Christian, and even cruel i ntheir treatment of Society menbers and
management of the Society's wealth. The merits of the Society's

philosophy and managenent aside, the Harmonists were able to combine a
religious lifestyle with an extraordinary degree of econom c success.
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Economy's productivity was based mainly on industry, rather than
on agriculture, i ncontrast to the Harmonists' earlier settlements at
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harnony (1815-1824). This i sreflectedi n
the acreage of Economy, t he smallest of thethree settlements, with
approximately 3,000 acres.

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid labor force that considered
productivity a duty t o God, Economy's industries suppliedthe
Har moni sts and a great_.many othersi n the 1820s through 1840s. Sol d
under t henanme of Frede*' lck Rapp, t he Society's business manager and

leader i ntemporal affairs. Harmonist goods were widely distributed on
the East Coast and throughout t heOhio and Mississippi Valleys by
business agents for theSociety i nmost of the major cities. Several

of the Harmonists themselves travelled from city tocity handling
arrangements with agents, most notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who
has been called "one of the nost influential and powerful manufacturers
and private bankers of the United States."1. Originally trained as an
architect and stone mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, and
acquainted with and adept at dealing with promnent American

busi nessmen and politicians. I n 1828, when Econony's industries were
thriving, Frederick Rapp was asked t oaddress the United States House
of Representallves.. Comm 1llee on Manufacture on t he methods and
business of the wool industry. Led by Rapp, the Society was
influential 1 nchampioning theprotectionof domestic industries during
the 1820s when there was considerable debate over how t odeal with
strong foreign competition.

Wool and cotton manufacture domi nated Economy's Industries i n the
1820s and 1830s, during which time theSociety had "avirtual monopoly
of cotton and woolen yarn andcloth on t he Upper Ohio."2 The
Harmoni sts built and purchased machinery which was state-of-the-art;
combined with high quality rawmaterials, such as the Merino sheep wool
which t he Harmonists helped introduce tothis country, and a deligent
| abor force with relatively good working conditions, theend product
was of superior quality. The steam powered mill (the Society was anpbng
the first tolntroduce steam toactually power their industries) was
capitalized at $30,000 and brought increasing profits i nthe 1827-1831
period. $84,571 worth of wool products were produced i nl1831. The
cotton mill, capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000
worth of goods annually with profits of twelve tofifteen percent.
Products from both industries Included wool and cotton yarn,
broadcl oth, sheeting, blankets, s.itlnet, wool flannels, felt (for
hats), hats themselves, casslnets, linseys, chambray, and henp for
rope.

Silk manufacture began I nthelate 1320s at Economy and flourished



NPS Fonn 10-900-1 OHB Wo. 1034-001$

P42) expire 10-31-$?
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service |
National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

o Econony Nati onal
Continuation sheet  Hi storic Landnark Item number Page

through the 1840s, despite financial instability and a national

depression i n 1837 which resulted i npoor business conditions for some
time thereafter. George Rapp and hi s granddaughter, Gertrude, brought
experts i nthecultivation of silkworms to Economy to |learnthe
industry first-hand; by 1843 there were extensive mulberry plantations
at Econony. I n an account of the Harmonists i n"The Silk Culturist" of
October, 1836, Econony silk was called "'thebest we have seen of
American manufacture'".3

Ot her popular goods' produced by the Society included wine, beer,
whi skey, flour, and shoes. To promote the Society's industries
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants i n Baltimore,
New York, Philadel phia, and Boston. The |arge volume of business
correspondence i nthe Harmony Society Archives testifies to his
wi de-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonists' reputation
as manufacturers was the fact that they had built three separate
communities i ntwo states and, therefore, contributed significantly to
several local econom es over the course of their existence.

The Society amassed considerable assets from its industrial

ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to
nmore than two million dollars), but its financial ascendance paralleled
its industrial decline. Frederick Rapp's death i n 1834 was a blowto
the Society's commercial activities. Ot her combined problems such as
the rapidly aging population, -a wool industry which had never fully
recovered from a major fire i n 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. I nthe

second half of the century, therefore, the Society turned to
Investments to provide the necessary income both forthe operation of
the community and for the Society's anticipated return to Jerusalem
upon Christ's return. As Arndt points out, the change was merely "from
communal work to. conmunal investments. "4

Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned noney
to the State of Indiana and thecities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny.
The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, but
rich and munificent. I nfact, a lawsuit against the Society that went
to the US Supreme Court (one of many lawsuits brought against the
Society, most of which the Society won) revealed that i n 1846 the value

of Society property was $901, 000. | naddition to this was a secret
fund amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church
fund,” consisting of over $400,000 i ngold and silver withdrawn from

Har moni st bank accounts i nPittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Louisville.
Skeptical of the US government's financial stability following Andrew
Jackson's veto of the US Bank Charter 1 n 1833, Rapp decided to secret
a fund of cash i nvaults I nhis basement, for use by the Society when
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it returned toJderusalem  VWen fiscal m smanagement | edt he Society
toward bankruptcy i nthe 1890s, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's
succesors topay theSociety's mounting debts.

The Society's investment i ntheoil industry during the 1861-1892
period was of particular significance and, fora time, greatly
profitable. The Society drilled wells on some of t he6»000 acresi t
owned i nnorthwestern Pennsylvania andrefined oil that was considered
the best on themarket.. The oil pipeline they constructed was oneof
the earliest. The Society had sufficient financial and political clout
to block a threatening oil-pipeline bill until it Included a clause

protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline
across theAllegheny River.

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by t he Society and
managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrici from 1881-1884, linked t he
Pittsburgh area tothemin railroad lines from Chicago t o New York,
and hence was of inmmense i mportance tothesubsequent industrial
devel opment of theregion and indirectly theindustrializing nation.

In 1884, Henrici sold therailroad totheVanderbilt famly f or
$1, 150, 000.

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Ol d Economy Village and
architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that t he
Harmoni sts "established i nwestern Pennsylvania theonly truly
homogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The
buildings of Econony, preserved on their original sites, arean
i mportant collection of a peculiar architectural style exhibiting early

19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, thesite
surpasses similar historic communities i nthenunmber and range of
original buildings that areintact. Very fewof thebuildings outside

the Ol d Econony Village complex have had any kind of restoration and
hence possess great potential for future architectural and
archaeol ogical investigation.

Though Frederick Rapp, towhom t hedesign of all the Society's
maj or buildings i scredited, was determned tobuild "i nthe American
manner," t heHarmonist buildings area recognizable blend of American
and German elements and, as such, areunique. The entire group i sa
rare example of a planned community, providing insight into thewaythe
Harmoni sts lived. Their predominantly practical plan—a grid
containing both public and private areas, with factories and fields on
the outskirts and houses and essential services at the center—
reflected theSociety's commtment toa simple but efficient lifestyle.
The construction of their buildings shows concern f or both practicality
and appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several
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architectural features that bear evidence toa fine sense of proportion

and detail.

The infrastructure of thetown was as well-detailed as the
buildings. The water system fedfrom water on t he eastern hillside,

ran through pipes of hollowed out logs carefully fitted together, and
served every part of thetown vi asen*eral punps. Community bake ovens
were distributed throughout thetown, and a steam laundry servedt he

entire community. "

Most of Economy's unique and impressive |andscape features have,
unfortunately, been lost. The | andscape that exists today i sonly a
representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer,
| abyrinths, a second pavilion, andplants and flowers trained t ogrow
in elaborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on t hebuildings
within the nuseum compl ex, once were trained togrow onall of the
houses, where they were watered by run-off from theroofs. The heavy
devel opment of the outskirts of Econony i ntheearly 20th century
destroyed sone features; t he present garden at Ol d Econony Village,
while retaining theimportant Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen
extensive restoration. The original town lay-out remains discernable,
however, andi sa major contributing feature of thedistrict today.

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Econonyi n
the last twenty years, two of them on the grounds of the Ol d Econony
Village complex. Relatively narrow i nscope, these studies did not
produce new information of great significance about t he Society's
activites, though artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily,
of pieces of earthenware and gl ass. The third study concerned a
community bakery site on 13th Street, where remains were uncovered of a
foundation, a chimney, andgate, along with pottery shards, nails, and
two Indian artifacts. Because t he archaeological potential would seem
to be greatest i nthe Harmonist domestic andwork areas outsidet he
museum—t he area that has seen t heleast Investigationt odate—the
archaeological potential of the district remains considerable.

Throughout its existence, the Harnmony Society was t heobject of
regular andclose scrutiny from travellers, writers, economists,

| awyers, merchants, would-be followers andiialtators. As t he Society's
most prosperous and final home, Econony received the greatest attention
and publicity. The attention was a function both of theunusual,
simultaneously conmmunal andcapitalistic lifestyle of theSociety, and
of thereligious and social ferment | nEurope, England, and Americai n
the early 19thcentury. Numerous pietistic religious groups formelil n
that era, particularly | nGermany where a revolution occurred I n 1848.

George Rapp was celebrated at hi sdeath 1 n1847 i nthe Pittsbhurgh Daily
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Morning Post as "thegreatest Communi st of the Age" i nthe sane year
that Marx and Hegel, the latter a contemporary of Rapp's from the sane
part of Germany, began writing The Connmunlst Manifesto . German Utopian

communi st WilliamWelthrig, who fled the German revolution hoping to

establish "Communla” i nlowa, wrote at length about Econony i n 1851.

The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Economy i n
1839-40, producing a French account of the Society. Goet he, Rudyard

Kipling, and Byron al | wote of the Society, the latter devoting four

stanzas of Canto XV of, "Don Juan" t o George Rapp and hi s society of
celibates.

Travellers, often well-known or distinguished figures, wrote
accounts of visits to the Society's settlements, many of which were
published i nnewspapers and journals here and abroad. ne of the

earliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appeared i n
"Travels Through the United States of America" was reviewed at length

in British magazines, and | edto Robert Oanen's relationship withthe

Society. Onen subsequently purchased the town of New Harmony, | N when

the Society left there to establish Econony.

In itsrelationship with other conmmunal sects, the Harmony Society

was inspirationaly offering practical advice and sometimes financial

assistance to the many other sects with whom i t communicated. Friendly
relations were maintained with the Shakers, the Anmana Society, andthe

Zoarltes, with the Harmonists -giving assistance i nmatters of
industrial production. Loans were extended to theHutterlans i nthe
Dakotas and the Ora Labora i n M chigan. One ill-fated alliance was

with the so-called Count Leon, who i n 1831 convinced one third of the

Harmonists to withdraw from the Society and establish a separate
community under hisrule, an event afterwards referred to as the
Schi sm

In sum the Harnmony Society provided a powerful example of

communal |ife that was widely known and seminal initsimpact i nanera
of political and econom c experimentation. As Philadel phia economi st
Matt hew Carey observed i nThe New Olive Branch of 1820, even before the
Harmoni sts had established Econony, "'The history of theworld nmay be
exam ned i nvain for any instance of such rapid strides made by any
body of nmen, wholly unaided by bounties, premums, |oans, or ammunitles
from government. The Harmonists were true practical econom sts.'"6

Such was the fascination the Society held for others.

M a regional and local scale, the Society also had wide-ranging
| mpact . The Ecoaony Hotel (no longer extant) served a large number of

travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot along the

Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Mny of the travellers' accounts were written
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by visitors to the hotel.

Investments which had regional impact include timbering in Warren
County, where a large sawmill was in operation, and coal mining in
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres and m ned
from the 1850s until 1880, shipping most of the coal west. The town of
Beaver Falls, also in Beaver County,., was laid out and fjroraoted by
building a bank and several factories, al |l financed by the Society.
Geneva College is lochrafed at Beaver Falls due to the efforts of the
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Econony
Planing Mill Conmpany in Beaver Falls, both active c.1890. 't invested
in four other local railroads besides the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie.

The Society was particularly important to the econony of
Pittsburgh, where it purchased machinery and goods it could not mmke
itself (such as two steamboats it had built in the 1820s), conducted
much of its banking, figured in local politics, and invested in various
enterprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Bridge Conpany of
which Jacob Henrici was a director.

Debts accumulated in the Society's final decades, due to the
dem se of industry, mounting expenses, and sone bad investments. John
S Duss, the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining
menbers, parlaying the Society's name and reputation into a lucrative
career for himself as |eader -of the "Econonmy Band" in the 1390s, using
a giant and dwarf from P.T. Barnum s circus as advertislg gimmcks. I'n
1903, he conducted at Madi son Square Garden and also led the
Metropolitan Opera House Orchestra on a tour of the West. All of this,
perpetuated the publicity the Harmony Society had always received, bat
in a weird and incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee in 1903
in favor of his wife. Tw vyears later, Ms. Duss formally dissolved
the Society which then had only three living menbers. A subsequent
lengthy and controversial legal battle resulted in the State of
Pennsylvania "inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present
museum Old Econony Village while the rest of the town was sold
privately.
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Since the dissolution of the Harnony Society, Economy has becone
part of thelarger, 20th century industrial town that supplanted it,
Ambridge. The restored museum complex provides an Intellectual context
for understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The
Har moni st houses and other Society buildings outside the nuseum
encompassed by the National Historic Landmark, provide a more complete
physical document of the Society and, itsway of Ilife.

1. Arndt, Econony on""<the Ohio, p.xviii.

2. "The National Importance of Ol d Econony and the Value of its
Restoration," wunpublished report submtted by Dr. Cecil K Byrd,
Chairman, Indiana University; Dr. Janes H Rodabaugh, Ohio
Historical Society; and Dr. Clyde C MWalton, Illonois State
Historical Society, August 15, 1957.

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harnony Society, 1785-1847, pp.579-80.

4. 1bid, p.603.-

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194.

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, p.229.
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NPS Fonn 10-9004
P42) OHB Wo.  1024-001$

expire* 10-J1-$?
United States Department of the Interior o
National Park Service U>I\: . T mii

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form tered

Eoconomy National
Continuation shest Historic Landmark

Beginning on t hewest side of thedistrict at t henortheast corner

of Route 65 and 13t h Street, proceed east along thenorth side of
Street toa point opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing t hestreet due
south, follow thewest and south property Ilines of 98 13t hStreet,

continuing east i na straight line across Church Street t oa point
the east side of t hestreet. Proceed south t ot hesoutheast corner of
12th and Church Streets. Proceed due west across Church Street, and

13th

follow t hesouth side of 12thStreet toitslntersection with Route 65.

Follow t hewest and sputh property lines of 70 12t h Street, and
continue east along thesouth property lines of al |theproperties

facing 12t hStreet tot hesoutheast corner of 280 12t h Street. Proceed

north along theeast property |line, continuing i na straight [line

across 12th Street tothenorth side of thestreet. Proceed east along

the north side of thestreet t oMerchant Street. (Theproperty of
Merchant Street--tax parcel #I1-04-611--is located at t hesoutheast

corner of this intersection andi spart of thehistoric district, but

is discontiguous.) Proceed north along thewest side of Merchant
Street t oWagner Street. Here t heboundary crosses WAgner Street t o

include theHarmonist building at 1221 Merchant Street, andreturns to

the south side of Wagner Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street

point opposite theeast property line of 1216 Church Street. Crossing

the street due ndrth, follow t heeast property line of 1216 Church
Street tothesouth property line of 272 13th Street. Proceed east
along t hesouth property lines of al I theproperties facing1l3th

Street, continuing east across Merchant Street, following thesouth
property lines of al | of theproperties facing 13thStreet to the

sout heast corner of theproperty of 336 13th Street. Follow t he east
side of this property north to 1l3thStreet. Proceed west on t hesouth

side of 13thStreet, crossing Merchant and Church Streets, to the
sout hwest corner of 13t h and Church Streets. Proceed north i n a

straight line across 13t hStreet, continuing north toa point opposite
the north side of Creese Street. Here t heboundary turns due east to
include theproperty of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jogto the

south toinclude the Harmonist building at 273 13th Street. The
boundary follows t heeast property line of thechurch tothesouth
property line of 274 and 280 14t h Street. Following their south and
east property lines, continue north i na straight line across14th

Street t oa point Proceed east along thenorth side of 14th Street,

crossing Merchant treet, toa polrit opposite 312 14t h Street. Proceed

due south across 14t hStreet and follow thewest and south property
lines of 312 14t hStreet, continuing east along thesouth property

lines of those buildings facing 14thStreet tothesoutheast corner of

324 14t hStreet. Follow t heeast and north property Ilines of this
parcel, continuing west on 14thStreet toa point opposite 317 14th

Street. Proceed due north across 14t hStreet and follow t heeast and

north property lines of 317 14th Street, continuing west alongthe
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south side of Boyleston Street, crossing Merchant and Church Streets,

to the west side of Church Street. Proceed north along the west side
of Church Street to a point opposite the south property line of 100
15th Street. Proceed east across Church Street i na straight [line,
continuing east along the south property lines of al ltheproperties
facing 15t hStreet to the southeast corner of 286 15t h Street. Proceed
north along it seast property line, continuing north across 15thStreet
in a straight |ine toa point on thenorth side of the'street. Proceed

east along thenorth, .side of 15th Street, crossing Merchant Street, to
the northeast corner of 15t hand Merchant Streets. Proceed south

across 15t hStreet ina straight line, continuing south along the east
side of Merchant Street to the southwest corner of the property of 1412
Mer chant Street. Follow the south and then the east property lines,
continuing north along the east property lines of al | of theproperties
facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street i na straight

line tothenortheast corner of 1500 Merchant Street. Proceed due

west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow the south side of Laughlln
Street to a point opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlln
Street. Proceed west ina straight line tothe southwest corner of the
property of 288 16t hStreet. Proceed east i na straight line along the
south property lines of 288 and 296 16th Street to the west side of
Merchant Street and proceed north to the corner of Merchant and 16t h
Streets. Here t he boundary jogs north to include parcel #12-05-516 (no
address), returns to the south side of 16t hStreet, and proceeds west
along 16t h Street across Church Street to the northwest corner of the
property of 68 and 70 16t h Street. Follow the west and south property

lines of this parcel, continuing east along the south property lines of
all of the properties facing 16th Street, crossing Church Street i na
straight line tothe east side of the street. Here t he boundary

follows the east side of Church Street to the southeast corner of
Church and Laughlln Streets, with a jogto the west to include 1515

Church Street on the west side of the street. From t he corner, proceed
west across Church Street i na straight line, continuing west along the
south side of Laughlin Street to the northwest corner of 75 15th
Street. Follow the west property line south, continuing across 15th
Street to a point on the south side of the street. Proceed west along

15th Street to the northwest corner of 70 15th Street. Follow the west
property line to the north edge of the Ol d Econony Village property
(parcel #12-01-301). Follow the property line west and then south to
the point of origin.

The Harmonist cemetery, a discontiguous part of the historic

district, islocated south of therest of thedistrict near the
nortliwest corner of Church and Ilth Streets. Tt Is a rectangular | ot
of approximately 1/4 acre. | t s boundaries correspond to those of tax

parcel #11-04-308.
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BOUNDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON:

The boundaries of thehistoric district were selected to include

all of the confirmed extant Harmonist buildings that are on their
original sites and to exclude as many non-Harmonist buildings as
possible. Several Harmonist buildings within thedistrict were noved
from other sites. The Harmoni st buildings are defined as those built

by or forthe Harmonists during the period of the Society's existence

at Econony, 1824-1905. ''Mst of these buildings were constructed i n the
1829-1840 period, but sone date to the latter part of the 19th century
when t he Society was aging rapidly and required different types of
buildings. Because t he Harmoninsts built their community as an
Integrated whole, each confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic
level of integrity i s considered contributingtothesignificance of

the district.

The irregularity of thedistrict boundary i s due to the nature of
post-Harmoni st devel opment. After 1905, much of the Harnmony Society's
property was sold to developers who were laying out the new adjacent
steel town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, and Laughlln
Streets were inserted between the existing Harmonist numbered streets,
and the new lots were quickly filled with houses. Most of the
Harmoni st yard lots were also sold off, for houses, at this time. The
result i sa juxtapositionof two types of architecture: the nineteenth
century buildings of the Harmonists, and the modest, early twentieth
century workers' houses of Ambridge. The district boundary
consequently extends, finger-like, toinclude the remaining Harmonist
streetscapes (along with thenon-contributing houses built between
Harmoni st ones) but exclude the post-1905 streetscapes.

A single, large vacant | ot between Laughlin and 16th Streets north
of Church Street has been Included, because excluding it would nean
l eaving a group of three Harmonist houses at the northeast corner of
this lot isolated from the rest of the district as a discontiguous

group.

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been
undertaken i nthedistrict are located within the boundaries discussed
here, two of them on the grounds of the museum i nthevicinity of the
Feast Hall and the Grotto, and a third on 13th Street.
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labyrinths, a deer

garden of Ol d Econony

district on land that has now been densely developed for residentia
and commercial use, or within thedistrict on land which has since

devel oped. The only significant landscape features
here.

are enconmpassed i nthe boundaries discussed

remaining, then,

extant,

t he proposed



OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

ECONOMY HISTORIC DISTRICT

BOROUGH OF AMBRIDGE, PENNSYLVANIA

EVALUATION OF S GNIFICANCE
IS gnificant/.Contributing
|ntrusion



ke

1/\

5~  3S

33

ffl

OBIO miTCK ~ +«OOLKTARO

ECONOMY HISTORIC DISTRICT

BOROUGH OF AMBRIDGE, PENNSYLVANIA
|

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES AND
SURVEY CODE NUMBERS



CMIIRCH

aouL e VAR 0 (Route 65)

STRE t T

1) Feast Hall
FAMIAT 2) Graqafy
3) Cabinet Shop
4) Comnunity Kitchen
5) Tailor Shop
6) Wine Cellar
7) Store
8) Baker House
91 Family Shed
10) Lenz House

BUBERSON
HOUSE

waftEHQUSE 11) Vérehouse

12) Geat Huse

13) Sunmer Kitchen

14) Carriage House

15) Garden Pavilion

16) Qotto

17) Bake Qven

18) Robertson House

19) Utility Shed ' -

20) Mai ntenance Buil ding

21) Water punp, south of
Mai nt enance Bl dg.

22) Wt er punp, south of
Great House

23) Greenhouse

NOfv;-c<?U-T»ei  (SAUTING-"
ALU  (A"THE-jZ-f? cxt™(me><n\Vi

J

| ¢

OLD ECONOMY VILLAGc

AMIBRIUGE HI.IVKH CUUNIT

[
Ot



‘roperty BA  Ceon ?% U LNEARY
tate PA “Pearver X Working Number ! \o-étp @&—UL&ZJ
 TECHNICAL | CONTROL
| Photos
Maps

Formn har Geen wodod on . 4ne isaw 4 inleq uly hao Yeor adntaded] (e 7p550) HISTORIAN

L ) 4 -
Yo WHL boumdany 15 duawn Fighder than He Stsle nonimdod dutied . The &O’Mda-u, /cgﬁ_uw;&duﬁ
qow.ar:f; A’ atvih {Induw

3[17/6¢
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

Z REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

WM_. BRANCH CHIEF
Ers e TE L gl
3-/1¢-86

KEEPER

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered
Federal Register Entry Re-submit

INT:2106a74

linitad Statac Neanartment of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



NPS Form 10400
(3-2)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions  in Hotv to Complete National Register Forms
Type ail entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

higtoric Economy National Historic Landmark

and or common Old Economy/Ambridge

2. Location

OHB . Vo. 1 024-0013
Expires 10-31-87

For>IPs UM only

received

date entered

Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, N/A
not for publication

city, town Ambridge AN yicinity of
state PA code 42 county Beaver code 007
3. Classification
Catagory Ownership status Prasant Usa
2L district public X occupied agriculture X museum

building(s) private unoccupied A commarcial park

structure X both work in progress y educational vy private residence

site Public Acquisition Accassibia entertainment religious

object N/ A In process X yes: restricted government scientific

N/A being considered -2L_ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military __ other:

4. Owner of Property
name Multiple
street & number
city, town . vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Beaver County Courthouse
street & number
city, town Beaver state PA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titte National Register of Historic Places has this property been determirwd eligible? x yes no
date 1985 X federal state county local
depository for survey records National Park Service
city, town Washington «We D.C,



7. Description

Condition Check one Chacit one
excellent deteriorated unaltered _x__original site
5- good ruins x altered moved  date
fair unexposed

Describe thaprasant and original (if known) physical appearance

The Econony National Historic Landmark i ssituated along the Ghio
River approximately 18 mles northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvaniain
the Borough of Anbridge. | tcontains theremining buildings of the
Harnony Society, a German comunitarian sect who settled there i n 1825
and built thetown they would occupy until the Society's dissoution in
1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district lies on a level plain
m dway between theriverbank and hills rising on theeast. |t Includes
Ad Econony Village, a four-acre nuseum conplex owned and operated by
the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, containing nore than a dozen nmjor
Har moni st buil dings. Surrounding thenuseum on three sides i sa grid of
seven major streets lined with over 90 Harnonist houses and other
Har moni st buil dings which areprivately owned and serve nostly as
residences.

The ability of thehistoric district to convey a distinct sense of
time and place today derives from several features: the nunber and
homogenei ty of Harnmonist buildings; therecognizable Harnmonist site
pl anning; the assortment of types of buildings; and t he exi stence of t he
already-restored museum conplex. The district has an overall visual
homogeneity deriving from the preponderance of Harmonist buildings
arranged i na recognizable town plan dating to the 1820s. I naddition,
the restored buildings that conprise thenuseum conplex, along with
selected individual buildings outside the nuseum that retain good
architectural integrity, serve as architectural focal points of the
district.

Accentuating the anbience, of thehistoric district i sthe fact
that the surrounding conmunity of Anbridge i sso utterly different i n
nature. So densely built was Anbridge (the nane i sa eontractl on of
Anerican Bridge, thedivision of US. Steel that purchased nmuch of the
Har moni st property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town
surrounding Ecoaony) that it serves to insulate Econony from other types
of intrusions. During theearly growth of Anmbridge, houses of that era
were built on many of theyard lots i nEcoaony. Other, defunct
Har moni st buil di ngs were denolished and replaced by new structures and
several non-residential Harnonist buildings were converted to
residential use. However, once this transition had occurred, relatively
few major physical changes occurred to thedistrict. I nspite of
remodel I I ngs to individual buildings, thehistoric district as a whole
remains a visible product of theHarnony Society of the 19thcentury.

The conmmunity's orlglaal physical core i sstill largely iatact,
consisting of seven mmjor streets laid out by the Harmonists: two
running north-south (Church and Merchant Streets), and five running
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east-west (12th through 16t h Streets). Four narrower streets, also
running east-west, were inserted between theexisting Harmonist ones i n
the early 20th century after the Society's dissolution. These newer
streets occupy what were originally the interiors of the Harmoni st

blocks, areas reserved f or household gardens and utility sheds. Tothe
extent possible, they have been deleted from the National Historic
Landmark, resulting i nthe finger-like district boundary configuration

proposed herein,

The intersection of 14thand Church Streets was the functional
center of Economy. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of the
Society's important community, public, and residential buildings,

including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, the
store, business |eader Frederick Rapp's house, thetailor shop with its
large wine cellar, and the public hotel/tavern. All of these buildings

except thehotel/tavern are extant.

Wth the exception of thechurch, the major Harmonist buildings of
exceptional architectural significance are located within the museum
compl ex, west of Church Street spanning 14t h Street. The museum conmpl ex
is theresult of major restoration work undertaken by the State of
Pennsylvania bet ween 1938 and 1965. At the entrance to the complex i s
the Feast Hall (completed c.1828), the building that was nmore than any
other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' central meeting place.
[ts 50" X 96' second floor hall was used forthe Society's four annual

celebrations, and the building also housed a school room |library, music
room nmuseum and drawi ng school. l'ts steep gambrel roof i s a Germanic
feature wused i nother significant, though no longer extant, Harmonist
buildings erected at about the same time—the cotton mill andthe
hotel/tavern. l'ts classical entrance further distinguishes it fromal/
the other Society buildings except the founder's house. Inside, the
barrel-vaulted ceiling of thehall, with its attached chamferred
pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes that i nthe Church. The

shallow arches are also seen i nthe two-story porch of the Great House
and, formerly, i nthe hotel.

Germanic influence nmay also be seen i nthe Granary (c.1832),
another of thelargest remaining Harmonist buildings. l'ts first floor
is built of exposed wood nenbers infilled with stone. The wood nenbers
are clearly nunmbered with carved Roman numerals f or ease of
construction. This numbering system was used i nthe construction of the
houses as well, although the wood nembers were not exposed i n those
buildings.
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The Great House (c.1826), hone of founder George Rapp andhi s
adopted son Frederick, the community's business |eader, reflects the

Harmonists' desire tobuild "inthe American manner," although i t shows
German influence i ntheclipped gables of the roof. Though by no neans
ornate, the Great House features numerous architectural details not

found elsewhere i nthecommunity: classical frontispieces, carved stone

steps, decorative transoms, a two-story rear porch, and on the interior,
a central staircase with carved bannister, and furnishings from
Philadel phia. Here visitors were entertained by the Rapps and nenbers
of the Society.

Other major buildings located on the nuseum grounds arethe
community kitchen, sited beside the Feast Hall and used when
celebrations were held i nthat building; cabinet and tailor shops; a
store; and a warehouse. These buildings are al |l of simple design, with
the larger buildings facing 14thStreet built of brick (tailor shop and
store) and the smaller buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop
and warehouse). The tailor shop i snotable forthe large vaulted wine
cellar, with<exceedingly fine stonework, that i sits basement.

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street from Ol d
Econony Village, i s one of thedistrict's most significant buildings,
both as the focal point of the Society's spiritual Iife and as a work of
architecture. Wth itstall, tiered cupola/clock tower, housing the
Society's peculiar one-handed clock, i tisthedistrict's most
conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, the church's design has
historically been credited to Frederick Rapp, as. Indeed, have the

designs of al |l the other major Harmonist buildings. | texhibits typical
Harmoni st features on itswell-preserved interior, such as a
barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached chamfered pilasters with shallow
wal |l arches. Because it suse has remained the sane throughout its

history, the church has had relatively fewalterations and i s the best
preserved Harmonist building outside the grounds of the museum

Though the architectural character of 19t hcentury Econony may best
be appreciated within Ol d Economy Village and the Church, the extent and
duration of the Harmonist community and town plan i s seen best i nthe
surrounding residential area. | nspite of decades of non-Harmonist,
private ownership, this part of thedistrict retains a distinct
appearance and atmosphere due to theoverall homogeneity of the
Har moni st houses and their regular spacing along the streets. Built
either of locally made brick or of wood | apsiding, the houses are
almost al | two stories i nheight and have gable roofs with the roof
ridge parallelling the street, generally a 3x2 bay configuration and
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doors that open onto the side garden rather than the street. There are
30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses i n the historic
district.

The Harmonists used methods of construction at Econony that they
hal  used i ntheir two previous settlements at Harmony, PA and New
Harmony, I N. I n their braced-frame system of construction, each floor
was framed as an independent unit. Rat her than a roof ridgepole, each
set of rafters was constructed as an independent truss with the ceiling
rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, built as a structurally
I ndependent wunit, ran diagonally through the house's attic i n order to
exit the roof at the ridge, where flashing was unnecessary. Those
original chimeys that remain are of squat proportions and are situated

just off-center along the roof ridge. Insulation inthe form of "dutch
blscuits"--slats of wood wrapped with nud and straw—were used, and
brick was placed between the wall studs on the first floor of frame
buildings.

The house plan, basically identical inall of the houses, consisted
of three rooms on each floor, two small rooms and one |large one. n the
first floor, these were an entry hall (containing the staircase)
kitchen, and larger living/sleeping space. Bedroonms were on the second
floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, is attached to nearly all

of the brick houses. O wood | ap siding, these sheds have studs
numbered i n the typical Harmonist fashion and appear to have been early.
Harmoni st additions.

The exterior of the brick houses were designed with several
features which were both functional and attractive; ;aost of the brick
houses retain at least some of these features. The simple facade of
conmon bond brick was enlivened with jack arches above wi ndows and
doors, and a corbelled cornice on the long sides of the house. Door ways
were rather deeply recessed, and shared the sane wood surround of
multiple beading as the windows. The doors themselves were si X
panel | ed.

The considerable garden and yard space of each house Included a
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, and an
animal-stall

Interspersed with the houses were Harmonist buildings serving other
functions, such as a doctor's office, workshops for the making of
barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The smaller
non-residential buildings were generally designed to be compatible in
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scale and materials with the houses. Several of these non-residential
Harmoni st buildings are extant. The major industrial buildings,
requiring large anounts of water froa theriver or producing unpleasant
odors, were relegated totheoutskirts of the comunity. These

buil dings have not survived.

The Harmonists' nost important garden was centrally located and
remains on thegrounds of thenmuseum A place of meditation, i t
includes two important structures with allegorical significance for the
community: thePavilion and the Grotto. The Pavilion, a classical
design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built i n 1831 and housed t he
wood-scul pted female figure of Econony. Scholars speculate that she
represents "thespiritual harmony [the Harmonists] hoped to achieve here
on earth and afterwards i nheaven."! (The present pavilion i sa
replication of theoriginal, which deteriorated and was dismantled i n
the 1890s.) The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched
roof, has a marvelous classical Interior, as refined as the building's
exterior i srude. This contrast conveyed thedifference between the
superficial and the substantial, thetemporal and the spiritual.

The site plan of Econony was not a rigid grid divided strictly into
discreet areas of different uses, but i t was an orderly pattern with
definite considerations f oraesthetic quality. Buildings sited along
the street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent spatial
pattern of solid and void. Predictably, post-Harmonist devel opment
resulted i ntheconstruction of newer houses i nthese open |ots;
nevertheless, theoriginal Harmonist plan remains discernable.

Economy's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting
the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary i nthe commnity.
The following inventory describes theindividual residential building
types i ndetail, and then lists all thebuildings i norder by location
and address, with the nuseum conpl ex discussed first. The residenti al
buildings are keyed to the appropriate building types.

The precedent forthis type of Inventory cones from the Harmonists
themsel ves, who Inventoried their real estate holdings i n 1833 and
determned the sane four types of residences.2 (An additional type they
catal ogued has no extant exanples.) The same four basic types were used
again i na conprehensive planning study of thedistrict prepared by
Geen International i n1977. All buildings not corresponding to one of
these four types (including nost of the nuseum buildings) are described
individually.
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Each structure i s designated as either Key, Contributing, or
Non-contributing to thedistrict. Al'l Key and Contributing buildings
were built or used by the Harmonists i nthe 1824-1890 period. Key
buildings comprise the heart of thenationally significant resource, and
are, individually, historical and/or architectural focal points of the
district.

Contributing buildings are those which visually and historically
play a part i nconveying the landmark's sense of time and place. | t
should be emphasized that because thedistrict's significance i s
primarily as thesite of an influential 219t hcentury communitarian sect,
the collective historic association of the Harmonist buildings i s nore
important than thearchitectural integrity of the surfaces of the

Individual buildings. The district's visual strong point--the largely
intact town plan—i s represented by streetscapes as a whole rather than
by individual buildings. | tisfrom experiencing theentire complex of
remai ning Harmonist buildings that one fully appreciates the Society's
size, homogeneity, technical skill, and aesthetic building design and

town planning—all of which contributed to Economy's success and

longevity as a community.

Al'l Contributing buildings, however, share basic features which
make them recognizably Harmonist. These features include siting,
massing, structure, dimensions, roof type and orientation, and
fenestration pattern. Exceptions to these criteria are two buildings
within the nmuseum complex and two outside the museum which have been
noved i norder to prevent their demolition. These buildings are
considered Contributing because of their obvious Harmonist origins
and/or ability to convey valuable information about the Harmonist way of
life. Various types of modern siding have obscured the original siding
of all but one of the frame houses and a few of the brick ones; this has
not, however, affected thebuildings' original 19thcentury structure
with its unique Harmonist construction details, such as numbered studs,
“dutch biscuit" and brick insulation, plaster, chimey construction, and
interior configuration.

Non- Contributing buildings are non-Harmonist buildings which are
Included i nthedistrict forreasons of geographic necessity only. Al |

building locations are shown on the attached site plan. (A separate
plan f or Ol d Economy t he museum compl ex. Includes buildings #1-22.)

1. Reibel, Guide to Ol d Econony, p.26.

2. Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.835-837.
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TYPE A Two-story Brick House:

Has a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof--wlth ridgepole
running east-west—and a corbelled brick chimey |ocated onthe
ridge, just east of center. I nseveral instances theplani s
two- by-two bays, but these variations appear to be original. The
brick | slaid i ncomon bond, with flat arches above thaw ndows
and door, corbelling at thecornice, and a watertable. W ndows

are double hung sash, six-over-six, except forsmall, single
attic windows i neach gable end. The door i slocated onthe
end of thehouse, rather than on thestreet elevation. Most

houses of this type have a wood shed addition on therear, one
room wide, with itsow door, also on theend of the house.
These were added during theHarmonist era, probably shortly
after construction of themin section of thehouse. This house
type retains thebest integrity I nthedistrict. There ar e30
extant buildings of this type.

TYPE B: Two-story Frame House:

Almost identical to Type A except constructed of wood. Buil dings
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The nost
comon alterations have been theapplication of new siding and
roofing material, thereplacement of wi ndow sash, and occasionally,
slight changes i nw ndow size, theaddition of windows, the addition
of eave returns, and theaddition of a door on thestreet elevation.
(The latter two additions occur which such frequency and appear to
date to such an early erathat | ti shelieved these changes were
made by t he Harmoni sts themselves.) There ar e 34 extant buildings
of this type. I nspite of thecomon alterations to these wood
houses, they remain import visual elements i nthedistrict street-
scape, both because of their siting relative to thestreet and

other Harmonist buildings, and because they retain the basic

el ements of t heHarmonists' residential design—form, massing,
fenestration pattern, and unique structural details.

TYPE C, Two-story Franme Double House:

Sited with itsgable end toward thestreet, thebuilding has flve-
by-two bays, with multiple chimeys, doors on theeast or west
sides, and wi ndows of taller proportions than thesmaller houses.
The alterations to these buildings aresimlar to those seen onthe
Type B houses. There are4 extant buildings of this type.
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TYPE D One-story Frame House:

Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con-
figuration, with gable roof —idgepole perpendicular to the
street—and central chimey. There are?2 extant buildings of

this type.

Building Inventory;

1. Feast Hall, 14t hand Church Streets, O d Econony Village.
Key. Built 1826-1828.

he of thelargest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring
118" X 54' and 50' tall at theridgepole, sited at the major

intersection of thecommunity, this i sa tall 2-1/2-story
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the
ridgepole oriented east-west like nearly al |l the Harmoni st

buildings along 14t hStreet. e of thefewbuildings with brick
laid i nFle.nish bond. Wod-shlngled roof pierced by dormers,

with four corbelled brick chimeys along theridgepole. Wbod cor-
nice i sfinely dentllled. Large 6/6 sash wi ndows have original
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists
of a double door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur-
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a curvilinear

mot i f. Ot her doors arelocated at east and west ends of the north
side.

Central hall plan of thefirst story remains intact, with
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking thehall. Second
floor consists almost entirely of theactual feast hall (50" x 96').
The 8-bay hall i sspanned by an elliptlcally-shapad barrel-vault

of wood planks pierced by windows on thesides, with engaged
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on the north
and south sides. East and west ends feature tronpe |'oeil paintings
of thesanme configuration, with single, real doors at the third
floor level.

2. CGranary, O d Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

The building i s5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration.
The stone and timber construction of thefirst story i sunique
in thecommunity. Siding on theother floors i sof wide, plain
boards; thegable roof (ridgepole runs north-south) i s sheathed
with wood shingles.
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The Interior i s nmade up of large, single rooms, with a system
of twelve interior posts, each with four knee braces at the head,
extending up through thefirst four floors. There i sa large
stone cellar.

3. Cabinet Shop, Ol d Economy Village.
Contributing, c.1326.

One story-wlth-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 wi ndows. There i sa single
door on the south end, and an attic¢c door above flanked by louvered
openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it on the south
end and a large room on thenorth end. Many of theoriginal tools
and equi pment remain inside.

4. Community Kitchen, Ol d Economy Village.
Contributing, <c.1826.

One-story rectangular building of wood | apsiding, with a bead
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-west) has a central, extended section that

provides ventilation and multiple chimneys. 6/6 wi ndows retain
sone original glass. A single door i slocated i ncentral bay on
south side. The original brick floor, brick and stone cooking

area, and sonme original cooking kettles are intact inside.

5. Tailor Shop and Wne Cellar, Ol d Econonmy Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof

(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick i slaid i ncomon bond, with
jack arches above wi ndows and doors, and a dentllled and corbelled
cornice. Unlike theother buildings, this one has a dressed stone

watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side
(facing 14t hStreet), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda-
tion on other sides. W ndows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames
and nmuch of the glass appear to be original. Doors are located

on north, east, and south elevations; those on thenorth and south
are wide and 6-panelled, with four-pane transoms. The top stone
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine cellar and i s within
a wood vestibule.
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Interior: Sone flooring i soriginal, as well as doors, base-
board, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door, and mantels.
There are four rooms on each floor with a center hall running
north-south. Original tools are on display. The large vaulted
wine cellar beneath thebuilding has steep stone steps and a pulley
mechanism f or bringing casks i nand out, a stone floor, and somne
original wine casks. The vault i s 15" high with stone-vaulted
penetrations sloping up tothe eight windows at grade level.

6. Store. Ol d Econony Village.
Key. 1828.

This building was where the Harmonists' many products were
sold to the public. | tisa large two-story building with attic
of 5x2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a
cellar beneath the western half. The brick i slaid i nconmon
bond, with jack arches above wi ndows and doors, a corbelled and
dentllled cornice, and a brick watertable. Wndows are 8/12,
doubl e-hung sash; most, i fnot all, appear to be original andi n
the original frames (sills nmay be replacements). First floor
wi ndows have plain wood shutters with an iron closing mechanism
Doors are located on north and south elevations, set high, at the

watertable, and have four-pane transoms- Li ke many other doors
in O d Econonmy Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Door s
on the west end of the building, at the second floor and attic
level, allowed forloading and unloading. The foundation i sof

dressed stone.

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that
of thetailor shop next door. Sone of the roonms serve as display
rooms and others as storage f orlarge amounts of tools, equipment,
and bhottles.

7. Baker House, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A The was originally the house of Johannes Langenbacher
(name changed t o Baker), the Society's storekeeper and later the
Society's Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died i n1847.
Although the house was noved from i tsoriginal site, several yards
to thewest, i nthe 1950s when Route 65 replaced the River Road,
the property i s positioned i nrelation toitspresent site as i t
was positioned at itsnearby historic site, and the general en-
vironment of thenew site i ssimlar to that of theoriginal site.
As an element of the Ol d Economy Miseum restoration undertaking,
the house forms part of a restoration master plan, contributing
to theoverall impact of the nmuseum compl ex.
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8. Shed, Od Econony Village.
Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950.

During the restoration of Od Econony Village,
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this one-story,

wood shed was built along the lines of a then-extant original shed

outside the State-owned property. Because the
accurately executed as part of a restoration
Economy museum is sited in the historically

reconstruction was
master plan for the Od
correct relationship

to a Harmoni st house, and is now the only surviving exanmple of

Har moni st shed structure, it is considered

to be a contributing

el ement of the district. The Harmonists constructed sheds behind
their houses to serve as stable, storage, workspace, and privy
This one is built of plain wood |ap-siding with a gable roof

ridgepole running east-west. There are fixed,

wi ndows and several single doors.

9. Lenz House, 0Od Econony Village.
Contributing. c.1826.

mul tl-paned sash

TYPE A This differs from the standard type by having a two,

rather than three, bay facade. Moved a short

di stance and restored

as part of the museum complex, it was originally the house of

Jonat han Lenz, one of the Society's trustees
mai ntains the original spatial relationship of

houses and to the street. As an element of
restoration undertaking, thrt house forms part
master plan, contributing to the overall inpact
compl ex.

10. War ehouse, 0Od Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Two-story, 3x1 bay building with gable roof

lts present siting

house to other

Od Econony museum
a restoration

the nmuseum

(ridgepole runs east-

west) of wood lap siding of varied widths with a beaded | ower

edge. This is the only frame building with
with beaded bottom edges intact.' |t had not

l'ts original clapboards
been used for nany

years before the restoration, and retained considerable architec-

tural integrity. Wndows are 6/6, double-hung
central door on the south side. The interior

there is a wide
retains excellent

Integrity; a central supporting post has chamfered edges, as

seen on the pilasters in the Feast Hall and
building is filled with Harraoaist tools and

Church. The
equi pment .
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11. CGreat House. Ol d Econony Village.
Key. <c. 1826.

The building served primarily isa residence for George and
Frederick Rapp (andlater, theTrustees of the Society) and secon-
darily as t heshowplace of theHarmony Society. Visitors were
often entertained i nthis building by the Rapps.

This large residential building i sconposed of two adjoining
sections: t helong section facing Church Street known ast he
George Rapp House, and thesmaller, but taller section, sited
perpendicularly toit onitsnorth end, known as t he Frederick
Rapp House .

The George Rapp House was thefirst tobe built and consists
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings onthe

north and south ends. Of brick laid i nFlem sh bond, it has a
gable roof (ridgepole running north-south) truncated at t he ends,
brick chimneys at theridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentllled
brick cornice; and a dressed stone foundation. There i satwo-

story porch on t hewest elevation, facing thegardens, and a

1-1/2 story brick addition known as theVault Room built | n about
1858 t o house t heHarmonist safe. W ndows ar e 6/ 6, double hung
with brick jack-arch lintels. The main entrance on theeast ele-
vation has a pedimented frontispiece with fanlight; similar
flanking doors on t henorth and south wings have arched surrounds.

The interior of thehouse has been restored and features nore
el egant detailing than i sfound i nthetypical Harmonist houses.
Three separate noney vaults arelocated i nthebasement of the
house: one beneath t he George Rapp section, and two beneatht he
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of t hehouse was built
as thenorth wing of t heGeorge Rapp's house and i sa tall, 2-1/2
story gable-roofed building with bridged chimneys, dormers, and
stylistic elements not found on other Harmonist buildings. As on
the Feast Hall and t he George Rapp section, thebrick i slaidin
Flemi sh bond, with large jack arches above wi ndows and doors, and

a dentllled and corbelled cornice. W ndows ar e 6/6 double hung
sash. The stone steps areunusually well-detailed, with a grace-
fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom

and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" corner blocks.
Its steps arealso carefully carved.

The eight-room interior has been restored.

In the 1880s, theroof of theGeorge Rapp section was changed
to a simple gable and various other changes were nade. During
the restoration of Ol d Econony Village, theroof was rebuilt to
its original configuration. Numerous other restoration items
were undertaken at this tl*ae as well.
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12.

13.

14.

Sunmer Kitchen, Od Econony Village
Non- Contributing, c.1825, 1950.

A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building
of wood siding with a beaded |lower edge. |t originally contained
a summer kitchen, workshop, tool and wood storage area, and chicken
coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at the time of
restoration and restored; the other rooms, however, were made into
modern restroons.

Carriage House, Od Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1330.

A tall, gable-roofed frame building sited at the southeast corner
of the nmuseum site with double doors located on the north side. 1t
required restoration c.1950 to renove alterations nade when the
building was converted to a residence in the 1890s. The original
timber frame remained ii*tact, however, and the site is original
although the building had been raised about four feet when a second
floor was added.

Garden Pavilion, Od Econony Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950.

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched openings and
a flat roof topped by six stone vases, sited at the cent™r oF the
Soci ety garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica
built during the nuseum restoration because of the extreme deterior-
ation. Stone copies of the original wooden roof finials were
mounted in 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph
Woodwel | of Philadel phia, are in the nmuseumy. A plan in the Harnony
Society Archives shows that the pavilion was originally designed
with a hexagonal doned roof, but this is not known to have been

built. The garden pavilion was the focal point of the Harmonists'
garden, called by one |andscape expert the nost impressive garden
of itsera west of the Alleghenies. |t wis created and appreciated

for allegorical as well as aesthetic reasons, the beauty of the
garden representing the state of Harnony achieved through devotion
to Cod. (Specific structures, such as the Grotto and the [labyrinth
exhibit this idea nmore clearly.) The surrounding garden featured a
simple path system radiating from tha pavilion that divided the
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, stone
grotto, arbors, and nunerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever-
greens, and flowers. (See also: Grotto, #15).
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15, Grotto, O d Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Built as a place for meditation i na corner of the Society's
garden, theone-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory
of Harmonist philosophy. The round structure i s 17" i n diameter
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built
the Grotto for George Rapp, commssioning W I IliamJenkins of Pitts-
burgh forthefine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough
exterior was Intended t osuggest thesimplicity of the Harmoni st
lifestyle; therefined Interior, the beauty of theHarmonists' pure
spirit. 1 ti stheonly exanple of the Greek Revival style i n any
of theHarmonists' settlements.

16. Bake Oven, O dEconony Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruetion.

A small brick andwood oven.

17. Roberson House, O d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Like thelenz house (#9), this differs from the typical
Type A i nhaving a 2x2 bayconfiguration. 1|t was was noved onto
the museum property from several blocks away. Though deteriorated,
it retains most of thebasic Harmonist features. |1ts present siting,
however, bears little relation toitsoriginal siting.

18. Utility Shed.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruetion.

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board andbatten siding
building was rebuilt along thelines of theoriginal, which housed
the Society's fire engine andother fire-fighting equipment.

19.  Maintenance Building.
Non- Contributing, c.1965.

A frame structure of one-story built t oconplement the Harnmoni st
buildings while serving the maintenance needs of t he nuseum conpl ex.
It east endi s attached t othe Warehouse.

20.  Waterpunp, O d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com
munity waterpunp.
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21.  Waterpunp, Ol d Economy Village.
Contributing, c.1825.

A partial reconstructionof an original punp based on early photo-
graphs. The iron work and t hesite areoriginal, and this i s the
only remaining example of a Harmonist waterpump, a remnant of the
Society's extensive town water system

22. Greenhouse, Ol d Economy Village.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1950.

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and
storehouse, fronts a inodern greenhouse extensions on thesouth and
east sides.

23. 70 12t hStreet.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Despite brick re-siding and other alterations, the
house maintains itsbasic Harmonist form and reinforces the street-
scape, anchoring thedistrict's southwest corner.

24. 78-80 12t hStreet.
Non- Contributing, c.1870.

Two-story, six-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with
shingles and vertical siding. | t sdate of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built i nthelate 19th century
to house |aborers from outside the Society. | t may not be on
its original site; i ti snot evident i nan overview photograph
of thedistrict of 1893.

25. 84 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1940

1-1/2-story bungal ow wedged between two Harmonist buildings.

26. 86-88 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing. c.1870.

Two-story, slx-by-three bay frame double house, re-slded with
shingles and vertical siding. l'ts date of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built i nthalate 19th century
to house l|aborers from outside t he Society. | tmay not be on
its original site; i tisnotevident i nan overview photograph
of thedistrict of 1893.
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27. 98 12th Street.
Contributing. c.1830.

TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, thehouse remains an
i mportant element of theHarmonist streetscape, anchoring the south-
west corner of 12th and Church Streets.

28. 186 12t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A A door has been added on t hestreet elevation. Gener -
ally, integrity i sgood and t heyard space i sintact. "“Juin 8,
1830" i sinscribed i nmortar i nthe attic.

29. 189 12th Street.
Contributing. c. 1830.

TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, thehouse remains an
important element of theHarmonist streetscape, anchoring the north-
east corner of 12th and Church Streets.

30. 193 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. I mportant as an element i nt heHarmonist streetscape,
reinforcing theregular pattern of solid and void.

31. 194 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. |Important as aa element i nt heHarmonist streetscape,
reinforcing theregular pattern of solid and void.

32. 197 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1930.

2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare.

33. 198 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. The original wood siding i svisible beneath modern
al um num and wood siding. This building nmay have been noved about
ten feet when adjacent Maplewood Avenue was laid out c¢.1905. | t
is sited uncharacteristically close totheneighboring Harmonist
house, yet | tretains its original orientation tothestreet and
presently functions as an anchor of it s block.
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34. 199 12th Street.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Contributing, c.1830.
TYPE B.

278 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE D

280 12th Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Unusually sited with itsroof ridgepole perpendicular
to the street, matching the orientation of the Harnonist building
next door (building #35). |t retains it sbasic Harnonist form and
2x3 bay configuration.

281 12th Street (street address wuncertain; tax parcel #11-04-502).
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE D  Recently remodelled, though it sbasic dimensions and
form remain iatact, and it echoes a simlar Type D building
directly across the street (building#35).

283 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. This i sthe only Harnonist frame house in the district
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an
especially good idea of the original appearance of these houses.

Maj estic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12th and Merchant Streets,
Nort hwest corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Chimey and w ndows have been replaced; first floor has
been altered to acconmodate conmercial use.

1198 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Itsintegrity remains excellent and It i sa continuation
of the Harmonist 12th Street streetscape. 1 the house's east end,
every other brick header i s blackened, <creating a decorative pattern,
A CGerman inscription inthenortar Inthe attic reads "July 5, in
the year of Cod, 1830." .



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OHB  so. 1024-0018

Expires 10-31-87

United States Department off the interior

Natlonai Park Service ASIIM>m>n~ A~ 0 !
National Register of Historic Places oH||".
Inventory*Nomination Form Hra?

Economy National Arre n
Continuation sheet Historic Landmark Iltem number 7 Page 18
41, 1219 Merchant Street.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

Non- Contributing. 1919.

Two-story brick comnercial building, attached on its north side
to a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant Street.

1221 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Its architectural integrity has been impaired onthe
Merchant Street facade by alterations nade to transform the former
house into a commercial building. Nevertheless, its sitingis
intact and reinforces theHarmonist town plan by anchoring the
m ddl e of the block. | ts Harmoni st design features remain Intact
on the exposed, north side elevation.

284 \Wagner Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. This i s a Harmonist building, (says the present
occupant), but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured any
Harmoni st features. A steep central staircase inside i ssimlar
in steepness to thetypical Harmonist staircase. The building does
not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, and it s Harmoni st
authenticity has yet t o be docunmented.

1204 Church Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1915.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

1216 Church Street.
Contributing. c. 1828.

TYPE A Unusual i nnot having a frame addition on its rear.

Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street.
Contributing. Date undeterm ned, probably c.1880.

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof and covelap siding.
While its exact date i sunknown, it obviously dates to tha Haciaonlst
period (probably late 19thcentury) and features the same bracketed
wood hood seen over the doors of many of the Harmoni st houses. As
an additional Harmonist building type and one of theonly remaining
utilitarian structures it contributes tothe district.
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47, 98 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Sone original window frames arelntact. Has a rear
addition of later date.

48. 260 13t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1828.

TYPE A Brick has been painted. Sone original window frames and
the original six-panelled door and frame on t heeast end are i n-
tact. This i salso one of t hefewhouses that retains at |east

part of its original garden/yard space.

49, 272 13t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE C A one-story brick additioa on thesouth end of the

building was t he Society's last bakery, from 1903-1905, according
to theformer curator of Ol d Econony Village.

50. 273 13t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE C Has been re-slded with asphalt.

51. 274 13ch Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1920.

Two-story, non-Harmonist house of concrete block.

52. 276 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1910

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house.

53. 278 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1910

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare.

54. 284 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830

TYPE C Despite asphalt siding, thehouse i san important
visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape.
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55. 286 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910

Two-story frame Foursquare.

56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street,
sout hwest corner.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Has had alterations t o accommodate commerci al use,
but itsoriginal formi sintact; sone original window frames ar e
intact on t hesecond floor.

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchant & I3th Streets).
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit
and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick additioni s
on theeast end of t he house.

58. 308 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Despite an alum num-clad soffit and fascia, thehouse
remains an | mportant visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape.

59. 314 13t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE A Despite a two-story porch, added on t heeast end, the

house remains an important visual element i ntheHarmonist street-
scape. There i sa one-story frame shed i nthe rear.

60. 316 13th Street.
Non- Contrlbutlng.

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling.

61. 322 13t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Date of construction i sinscribed i nmortar i nthe attic.

There i sa two-story brick addition on thesouth side.
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62. 328 13th Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, the house remains an im
portant visual elaiaent in the 13th Street streetscape, one of the
most visually honbgenous Harmonist blocks in the district.

63. 332 13th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable
roof my be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this has not
been substantiated.

64. 336 13th Street.
Contributing, c. 1830.

TYPE B. Alterations similar to those at 328 13th Street (see
building #62), but remains a significant visual element of the
Har moni st streetscape.

65. St. John's Lutheran Church of Od Econonmy and Rectory,
1320 Church Street.
Key. c.1828-31.

The church's design is attributed to Frederick Rapp. As the
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this is the npst

significant building outside of Od Economy Village. It is also
one of the few buildings retaining good Interior architectural
integrity.

O 3x5 bays, and one tall story, the brick church has a multi-
storied clock and bell tower at its west end, facing Church Street.
The main section of the church has a gable roof, its ridgepole
perpendicular to Church Street. l'ts red-orange brick is laid in

common bond, with jack arches above the |arge, 25-over-25 pane,
wood wi ndows, (most of which appear to be original, although the
sills have been replaced or covered with concrete). W ndows have
been added on the east end. O the south elevation (along Creese
Street), there is an arched window in the central bay of thick,
mul tl-paned clear glass. The wood soffit and fascia have dentils
and brackets on the north and south (side) elevations; the eaves
are returned on the east (end) elevation.
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The tower hasa first-story of stone, cut in rectangular
blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, anda w de wood cornice
beneath the clock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupola,
topped by a smaller matching cupola.

The Interior integrity is good toexcellent. The barrel-
vaulted ceiling is a Harmonist design feature seen also in tha
Feast Hall. Thavault "rests" onwood pilasters with chanfered
corners andsimple cornices; these colums frame each w ndow
bay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches.
Most of the open-back pews are the original. Thealtar, stained
glass, andorgan are of later vintage. There is a square balcony
centered on the west side of the nave, with panelling anda railing
of turned posts. Thenave is attached on the north side to the
large, newer part of the church, but the original exterior north
wal |l has been retained. Anelliptical w ndow, one of the nost
sophisticated decorative features in the community, tops the central
door on this elevation,

The clock tower haswalls approximately 3" thick at the base.
Plaster walls onthe ground level give way t obrick above. Mich

of the original staircase, heavily worn, is intact. The operating
clock retains many of the original pieces, andis still wound by
hand daily. The twobells, i ntha tower above the clock, were

forged in Pittsburgh.

The nodern church addition is sited tothe east of the Harmoni st
one, anda small, detached rectory is sited onthe same |ot to the
north of the Harmonist Church.

66. 1398 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Currently undergoing a conplete restorationof the
exterior anda partial interior restoration. The recent renmoval
of the siding onthe shed addition revealed that the timbers
used in construction were nunbered with Roman numerals i n the
typical Harmonist manner just as on the main sections of
buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions nmay
have been built at tha same time, probably at arather early
date when there were many Harmonists living in the district.
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67. 14t hand Church Streets, northwest corner.

Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A Located at themajor intersection of Economy, this |l s
the earliest dated brick house i ntheconmunity. Mortar i n the
attic on thawest gable end i sinscribed "My 8, 1826." The
building has been partially restored by Harnonle Associates, a
local non-profit organization which helps to support Ol d Econony
Village.

68. 267 14t hStreet.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Interior has good integrity. Has a large, two-story
frame addition on therear (north) elevation, probably late 19t h
century. The house i sunusual foritslarge and relatively
finished basement. Because of i tscentral location and early
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been
used f or storage of wine or other goods until the completion
of theconmunity store and wine cellar.

69. 268 14t hStreet.
Non- Contributing, c.1910.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

70. 270 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A. A significant visual element i ntheHarmonist street-
scape.

71. 271 14t hStreet.

Contributing.

TYPE D. O uncertain age, this building may have bean one .if
the sixsingle-story frame houses built by the Society by 1833;
it has thasanme north-south orientation and approximate size. | t
is known that i tserved as a doctor's office fora time, although
the store (i nOl dEconony Village) also contained a doctor's office.
e map | abels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable-
end-to-street configuration seems to have been common f or Harmoni st
wor kshops and other small non-residential buildings. I n the
Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there i sa doctor's shop
listed Individually at $100.00.



NPSFonn 10-900-1 OMSvo. 1024-0018

(**2) Expires 10-31-37
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places HttL
Inventory—Nomination Form \
Eaonamy National A
Cantinuation shest Historic Landmark Item numbe 7 Pge 24
72. 272 14th Street.
Noa- Contrl buting. «c.1950.
1-1/2 story modern brick house.
73. 273 14th Street.
Non- Contri buting, <c¢.1900.
Two-story, frame building with a storefront-type facade, sheathed
in alum num siding.
74. 274 and 280 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1825.
George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived inthis house for a
short time immediately prior to the completion of the Great House
(on the grounds of the present museum complex) in 1826. | n 1826,
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having
Phil adel phia wall paper. I t i sa two-story, 6x2 bay building with
gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street, running north-
sout h. The exterior walls are covered with insulbrlck, therei s
a wood soffit and fascia on door on the street elevation. There
is one-story addition on the east end, and a two-story rear porch.
The orlglaal foundation material has been covered by concrete block
and brick.
75. 277 14t h Street.

Contributing, c.1825.

Prior to the erection of tha Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business |eader of the
Society, lived here. The house i s a two-story, 5x2 bay building
with gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street. There are
wood eave returns. Wndows are one-over-one, double-huag sash with
wood surrouads that appear to date c.1880. A single door i slocated
in a central bay on the street elevation. There are one-story,
shed-roofed extensions on the east and west ends of the building.
The stone foundation i s visible on the street elevation. Attached
to the rear of this house i sa two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing
Boyl eston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, withits
ridgepole perpendicular to Boyleston Street. | t does not appear on
the Society map of 1858, and may have been erected to house outside
workers later in the 19th century.
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76. 285 14th Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1920.

1-1/2 story stucco buagal ow.

77. 289 14th Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1905.

Two-story frame building.

78. 291 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE B. Has typical alteratloas of a Type B house, yet re-
mains a significant visual element i n the Harmonist streetscape.

79. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant & 14th Streets)
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A A rear addition, conversion to commercial use, and
partial re-siding have dimnished i tsarchitectural integrity,
but it remains obviously Harmonist, and serves as aa | mportant
visual anchor for i ts block.

80. Croatian Cl>h, Merchant aad 14th Streets, aortheast ~corner.
Coatrlbuting. c.1826.

TYPE A Wadow alteratloos aad a |large rear addition were nade
in the 1920s when the building was converted to a baak. John S.

Duss (1860-1951), the Harnony Society's last major |eader, lived
in thi.3 house as a boy.

81. 309-1/2 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE B. Abuts the Silver Lion |l aaoa itseast side.

82. Silver Lion I na, 14th Street.
Noa- Coatrl butl ag.

Oae-story brick commercial building.

83. 312 14th Street.
Contrlbutiag. c.1826.

TYPE A Has bean converted to commercial use; sone "half-
timbering" has been applied. !
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84. 316 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

Similar totheTYPE B house, but slightly larger, for unknown
reasons. A rear shed i sinteresting forits siding of boards with
a be.idad lower edge. According toStotz, this was the typical
Har moni st siding. This i stheonly place outside thenmuseum com
plex where it i si nevidence. The main house, despite its exterior
remodelling, i san Important visual element i ntheHarmonist
streetscape.

85. 317 14t h Street
Contributing, c 1826.

Similar totheTYPE B house, this I sslightly larger (like
building #84 above). Despite alterations, thebuilding retains
its conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay configuration, andl s
a significant visual element of t heHarmoni st streetscape.

86. 320 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing. c.1910

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist building
to the east.

87 324 14t h Street
Contributing, c 1826

TYPE B. There i sa one-story brick extension tothefront, but
the Harmoni st massing i sintact and t hebuilding reinforces the
Har moni st streetscape as thethird Harmonist house i nitsrow
along 14t hStreet above Merchant.

88. 1412-1414 Merchant Street.
Contrlbutiag. c.1826.

TYPE A The Harmoai st house abuts a modern structure (1412

Merchant Street) on its south side. l'ts siting reflectsthe

Har moni sts' Dblock design; it i ssituated i nthecenter of the
original block between 14t hand 15th Streets and i simportant as

a visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape along Merchant Street

from l4th tol5th Streets.
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89. 1416 Merchant Street.
Non- Coatri butiag. c.1910.

Coacrete block aad frame Dutch Col oal al house.

90. 1422 Merchaat Street.
Noo- Contri buting. c.1940

Two- story, suburban-type brick house.

91. 70 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, it remains aa inportaat
visual elemeat in the Harnoaist streetscape. A small shed, possibly
Har mpai st, i sl athe rear.

92. 75 15th Street.
Coatributiag. c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but remains an inportant
visual element in the Harnmpaist streetscape.

93. 78 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

e of a small aunber of five-bay Harnonist frame buildings of
two stories, with gable roof and ridgepole parallel to the street
and two, one-story extensions oa the rear elevatioa. There isa
central transonmed door on the street elevatioa. Itsalterations
are typical of the other Harnonist frame buildings, but it contri-
butes nevertheless to the Harnmonist streetscape by itsoverall
form and siting, and adds to the district's variety of Harnonist
bui l ding types.

94. 79 15th Street.
Noa- Coatri buting. c.19707?

(e story, nodern frame house.

95. 84 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alteratloas of a Type B house, yet re-
tains Inportance as a visual element of the Harnmonist streetscape.
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96. 85 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.
TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet r e-
tains importance as a visual elemeat of t heHarmoaist streetscape
97 89 15t hStreet.
Noa- Contrlbuting. «c.1950.
One-story, ranch-style house.
98 90 15t h Street.
Coatributiag. c.1828
TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
i mportance as a visual element of t heHarmoaist streetscape.
99, 91 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828
TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
i mportance as a visual element of t heHarmoaist streetscape.
100. 92 15t h Street.
Non- Coatributiag. <c¢.1920.
| -1/72-8tory frame bungal ow.
101. 1427 Church Street.

Contributing, c.1824

O | ogconstruction, butslmilnr tothebrick and frame

Har moni st houses, this i sone of thefirst houses used by the
Harmoni sts upon their arrival at Ecoaomy. Accordiag to the
former curator of t heOIl dEcoaony Village, this building was
noved onto thesite i n1824by t heHarmonists i norder t o house
workers as they erected other buildings. Now covered with siding.
It rat.ilii® Its deeply recessed windows andgeneral shape. It is
one of only a fewof thefirst Harmonist buildings that was not
subsequently replaced by a brick or frame structure i nthelate

1820s. Because i t i ssited i nline with thelater Harmonist
houses, it reinforces theHarmoaist streetscape aadadds to the
variety of building types used by t heSociety, | aadditionto

aachoriag itsblock by itssite at thesouthwest corner of 15th
and Church Streets.
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102. 1501 Church Street.
Contrlbutiag. c¢.1828

TYPE A The slightly bell-cast roofliae is unique in the
district. Overall ‘integrity is good, with original window
frames and door location iatact.

103. 100 15th Street.
Contributing, c¢.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
| mportance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape.

104. 1500 Church Street.
Contributing. c.18l2.

This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonists.
Formerly located on aaother site in the area, this house w*
purchased by the Harmonists and nmoved to its present site
in 1824 as a place for Society founder George Rapp to live,
until another suitable building could be erected. (Rapp sub-
sequently noved to 274 14th Street and than the Great House.)
This was originally the honme of Ephralm Blaine, father of
James Blaine, the candidate for president in 1884, and the owner
of land sold to the Harmonists for their settlement.

After serving as George Rapp's temporary residence, the
building becane the school house until 1884, when it was re-
placed by the buildlag at 1515 Church Street.

Early photographs of the building before it was resided
show that the original siding was wood of varying widths.
There was a 5x4 bay configuration, with six-over-six double
hung wi ndows and two small attic windows |a each gable end.

Described as a school house in the Society's 1833 inventory

of real estate, the building was valued at $600.00, the sane
as one of the Harmonists' double houses.

2-1/2 stories tall, the building now has a 5x2 bay config-
uration and is sheathed with alum num sldlag.

105. 262 15th Street.
Noa- Coatributing.

Two-story, brick Spanish Coloalal-style house.
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106. 264 15t h Street.
Non- Contrl butlng.

1-1/2 story, frame bungal ow.

107. 269 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

10-31-37

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains

i mportance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape.

108. 270 15t h Street.
Contributing. 1824

This i sa large, two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays,
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15thStreet. Unusual
features of the house are thecentral doorway on the north
(street) elevatioa, which has a three-paaad transom and side-

lights, recessed within a panelled surround, and the decorative

stone watertable on the front (north) elevation, with the ston
laclsed with horizontal [lines.

According to the former curator of O d Economy Village, thi
was perhaps thefirst building erected here by the Harmonists,
and was beguri on My 8, 1824, the day of their arrival. |t
served as the Society's meeting-house until the completion of
the Feast Hall i n 1828, and housed some of the Haraionists unti
the family houses were built. | t subsequently served as a gra
and a fireball. Although one source (thesurvey of 1977) stat
that this i sa logstructure, it seens unlikely that a | og bui

woul d have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as thi

€es

S

I
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es
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Though the insulbrlck siding has been on the house as long as the

current owner has owned it, he has no reason to think that the
structure i slogunderneath, and believes it i s of simple wood
siding.

The Society real estate Inventory of 1833 lists an "ol d
granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the prese
museum property was completed, it's possible that this buildin
was the "old" granary referred to-nine years ol dat that time
It was valued at $400.00.

109. 271 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet ret
i mportance as a visual elemeat of the Harmoaist streetscape.

| ap

nt
g
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110. 275 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house.

111. 274 15th Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story nodern brick house.

112. 273 15th Street.
Coatributiag. c.1828.

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical for a Type B house, the

building reinforces the Harmonist streetscape.

113. 276 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE C e of the few buildings of its type, this adds to the

variety of Harmoaist buildings in the district and reinforces the
town plaa.
114, 284 15th Street.
| ~on- Coatributlng. c.1910.
Two-story brick Foursquare.
115. 285 15th Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1910
Two-story frame Foursquare.
116. 286 15th Street.
Contributing. c.183n
\ccording to the former curator of Od Ecoaony Village aad
aa early mp of the commualty, this was tha Harmonists' wagon
shop, and has beea turaed 180 degrees on its site. As a uaique
buildlag type withla the district aad one of the very few original
Harmoni st wutllitariaa buildiags, it adds to the district's variety

as well as reinforcing the Harmonist streetscape.

The 1-1/2 story gable-roofed building is wider than it is
long, with its ridgepole perpendicular to 15th Street. The

roofline extends on the east end, giving the building an asym

metrical configuration. A door is located off-center on the
street (north) elevation.
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117. 291 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical of a Type B house, this
remains an important visual element of t heHarmonist streetscape.

118. 1501 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick. The
first floor was converted totheStar Grill bar and resaurant,
now defunct.

A brick addition on thenorth side of thebuilding hasa
gable roof.

119. 1426 Merchant Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A Has had sone alterations, butremaias aa important
element i nt heHarmonist streetscape, situated at thecorner of
Merchant and 15t h Streets, i ti sone of three Harmonist houses
remaining on corners of this intersection.

120. 1500Merchant Street.
Contrlbutiag. 1828.

TYPE A This house i suausual i nlackiag a shed addition and
retaining a relatively large amount of it soriginal rear yard.
Al'so, much of it shlock on Merchant Street has a slate sidewalk.

Two wi ndows have been added on t hewest end, and one on t he

north side. The door on theeast endi si nitsoriginal location

and possibly itsoriginal frame. Another door i slocated on the
west end and was probably added i nthe late 19thcentury. The stone
foundation i svisible on theeast, south, andwest elevations.

The Interior of thehouse retains unusually good |lategrity,
with most of theoriginal walls andplaster intact andnuch of
the wood trim The surround of t hedoor on thewest end i s
Victorian, suggesting that i twas a late |9th century alter-
ation. "1828" | sinscribed | nmortar i nt hegable endof the
attic.
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121. 1505 Church Street.
Non- Contri buting, c.1828.

TYPE B. This building i s out of alignment with the surrounding

Har noai st houses aad rests oa a nodera fouadatioa; it may have been
noved a short distance when Laughlln Straat, immediately to the
north, was installed. It retains its Harmpaist bay configuration

only on the south side, aad, due to i tssitlag, does not reinforce
the Harnonist streetscape.

122. 1514 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1884.

he of the largest extant Harnmoaist buildiags, this two-
story, 7x3 b;iy frame buildlag was erected as a school for the
chlldrea who worked aad lived at Ecoaony. MNw covered with
alum aum sl dlag. The carved stoae steps oa the froat are
iatact, represeatatlve of the Harmpal sts attractive stoaeworKk.

123. 274 Laughlia Street.
Noa- Coatri buting.

Smal |, non-Harnoaist, one-story frame buildlag reportedly noved
from aaot her site.

124. 1515 Church Street.
Coatributiag. c.1828.

TYPE A The house differs from the TYPE A house ooly | a haviag
a 2x2 bay configuration. There i s no visible evidence of there
ever haviag beea a third bay on the loag (aorth aad south) sides
Ot her houses with this coafiguratloa are the Lenz House in dd
Econony Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick i s painted; w ndow
frames and a door frame appear to be original

125. 68 and 70 16th Street.
Contrl butiag. c.1830.

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame buildlag with gable roof, ridge-
pole parallel to 16th Street. According to the former curator
of Od Ecoaony Village, this was the taaaer's shop for the
Society. Early maps aad photographs show a granary in this
area, with the tannery across the street, suggesting that the
building may have been noved to this site at a later time. Tt
is simlar insize and plan to 260-264 16th Street. Becausei t
Is a rare remaining shop building of the Society, has reasonably
good architectural Integrity and adds to the architectural diver-
sity of the district, aad i s appropirlately sited, it contributes
to the district.
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126. 72 16t hStra™.t.
Non- Contributing, c.1905.

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house.

127. 74 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and the2 x 2 bay con-

figuration may have been an alteration. Nevertheless, i ti s an
i mportant visual elemeat of this block, which retalas si x Harmoni st
houses.

128. 78 16t h Street.
Coatributiag. c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alteratloas, yetremains an important
visual element i nthis block of si xHarmonist houses.

129. 84 16t h Street.
Contrlbutiag. c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alteratloas, yetremains an important
visual element i nthis block of si xHarmonist houses.

130. 90 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yetremains aa |Important
visual element i nthis block of si xHarmonist houses.

131. 1599 Church Street (southwest corner, 16th & Church Streets).
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Although i tsfirst floor has seen conversiontoa
storefront and commercial space, thebuilding i san important anchor
for therowof similar Harmoaist houses (al | Type Bs) that line this
block of 16th Street.

132. 260 and 264 16t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable roof, ridgepole
parallel tothestreet. Two wood sheds arelocated i nt herear;
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable roofs and
narrow | apsiding. According totheformer curator of Ol d
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Econony, this was t hecooper's shop fortheSociety. 1t is
simlar insize and design to thetanner's shop at 68-70 16t h
Street. This may have been t he house of t hecooper andhis

hel pers as well as his wrk area. The 1833 real estate inven-
tory of the Society lists a cooper's shop, but values it at
only $100.00, much less than thetypical $600.00 value of a

| arge frame house such as this one. Perhaps thesmall rear
sheds were theactual coopers work area. The Society's coopers
produced t hew ne casks, sonme of which remain i nthewne
cellar beaeath theTailor Shop.

133. 288 16t h Street.
Coatributiag. c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alteratloas, but i srecogaizably Harnoai st
aad serves to aachor theaortheast corner of the district.

134. 16th and Merchant Streets, northwest corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Attached to a nodern commercial building on its west
side and adapted for commercial useon i tsfirst floor. Neverthe-
l ess, ha house i sone of thefewthat retains itsoriginal gable-end
roofline configuration, with itsnarrow trim board.

135. 296 16t h Street (southwest corner of 16t h6& Merchant Streets).
Contributing, c.1829.

TYPE A Brick has been painted, has other typical alterations.
The owner reports that "1829" i sinscribed i nthehouse's attic.
Thedhouse i srelatively uausual | aretaialag nmuch of it sorlglaal
yard.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation Jdaw science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _x- architecture education’ military social/
1700-1799  JC- art engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
Invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1724-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Econony National Historic Landmark, eaconpassiag the remaining
buil diags of the Harnoay Society's nost successful settlement at

Econony, Pennsylvaaia, 1 ssignificant as the nost conplete site of this
| mportaat commuaitarlaa sect which had a sigalflcaat Inpact oathe
comrercial, lodustrial, and flaanclal worlds of 19th ceatury America aad

aa |ateraatloaal inmpact on social reformers of the era. At Ecoaony, the
Harnony Society achieved aational recognition for its wool, cottoa, aad
silk iadustrles aad was knowa aatloaally inits comercial aad fiaaacial

activities, iacluding its pioneering role Inthe oil Industry and its
role | athe coastructloo of several railroads, anong them the Pittshbhurgh
aad Lake Erie. Its three prosperous settlemeats at Harnmony, PA New

Harmoay, IN, aad finally at Ecoaony served as nodels for other 19th
ceatury utopiaa groups such as the Shakers, the Amaaa Society, aadthe
Zoarltes. Prom aeat social reformers aad intellectuals influenced by
the Society's successful comunal |ifestyle include Robert Onea, Hegel,
Byroa, and Goethe. The Society's extraordiaary productivity testifies
both to the dedicatioo of its nmenbers—who practised pacifism communal
sharing of property and wealth, and celibacy with a pietistic belief | a
Christ's Secoad Comi ag--aad to the nmagaeti smof |eaders George aad
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society nmenbers' iatercessors with the
outside world. QCae of the |loagest-Ilved of the nany 19th ceatury
comuni tarian sects, the Harmbay Society was eventually weakeaed by the
deaths of Frederick aad George Rapp i a 1834 and 1847, the ladustrial
revolutioa, aad a dim alshing populatloa. I n 1905, oae huadred years
after its incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The
remai ni ng Harnoni st buildings, comprising the National Historic
Laadmark, are a physical legacy of the Society's nobst successful period.

Germaa pietists from the Wirttenmberg area, the Harnmonists followed
George Rapp to America i n 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom Like
other pietist groups, they believed ina nore direct relatioaship with
Gd than provided for inLutheraa orthodoxy, aad sought to maimze the

role of the church, its cerempaies, aad its dognma. Their somewhat
mystical faith was based heavily on the Book of Revelatioas aad
gal vani zed by "Father" Rapp's nmagnetismas spiritual |eader/prophet. It

held that Christ's return to earth would restore mankind to its original
pure, androgynous aature. There was considerable coafllct wthla the
Society over certala tenets—the sharing of wealth and practice of
celibacy, inparticular—and George Rapp aad hi s adopted son, Frederick,
have been criticized as being dictatorial, un-Christian, and evea cruel
la their treatmeat of Society nenbers aad managenent of the Society's
weal t h. The merits of the Society's philosophy aad naaageneat aside,
the Harnoal sts were able to conblae a religious lifestyle with aa
extraordinary degree of economi c success.
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Econony's productivity was based mainly on Industry, rather than on
agriculture, in coatrast to the Harmonists' earlier settlemeats at
Har nony (1805-1815) and New Harnony (1815-1824). This is reflected in
the acreage of Ecoaony, the smallest of the three settlemeats, with
approximately 3,000 acres.

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid, |abor force that considered
productivity a duty to Gd, Econony's industries supplied the Harmonists
and aoa-Harmonlsts alike in the 1820s through 1840s. Sold under the
nane of Frederick Rapp, the Society's business manager and |eader in
tenporal affairs. Harnmonist goods were widely distributed on the East
Coast and throughout the Ohio and Mi ssissippi Valleys by business agents
for the Society in nmost of the mpjor cities. Several of the Harmonists
themsel ves travelled fromcity to city haadling arraagemeats with
ageats, nost notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) vwo has been called "one
of the nost influential and powerful manufacturers and private bankers
of the United States."1. Originally tralaed as aa architect and stoae
mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, and acquainted with aad adept
at dealiag with prom nent Anmerican businessmea aad politicians. In
1828, when Ecoaony's iadustrles were thrlviag, Frederick Rapp was asked
to address the Uaited States House of Represeatatlves' Conmttee on
Manuf acture on the nethods and business of the wool Industry. Led by
Rapp, the Society was influential in charapioaiag the protectloa of
domestic industries during the 1820s when there was coasiderable debate
over how to deal with stroag foreiga conmpetltioa.

Wol and cotton manufacture dom nated Econony's iadustrles in the
1820s aad 1830s, duriag which time the Society had "a virtual nonopoly
of cottoa and woolen yara aad cloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harnonists
built and purchased machl aery which was state-of-the-art; conbined with
high quality raw materials, such as the Merlao sheep wool which tha
Har moni sts hel ped introduce to this country, and a diligeat |abor force
with relatively good workiag coaditioas, the end product was of superior
quality. The steam powered mill (the Society was anbag the first to
introduce steam to actually power their iadustrles) was capitalized at
$30,000 and brought increasing profits in tha 1827-1831 period. $84,571
worth of wool products were produced in 1831. The cotton mill,
capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 worth of goods
annually with profits of twelve to fifteen percent. Products from both
iadustrles Includad wool aad cottoa yarn, broadcloth, sheetiag,
bl ankets, satinet, wool flannels, felt (for hats), hats thenselves,
casslnets, linseys, chanbray, and henp for rope.

Silk manufacture began | a the late 1820s at Ecoaony and flourished
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through the 1340s, despite financial instability and a national

depression in 1837 which resulted in poor business conditions for sone
time thereafter. George Rapp and his granddaughter, Gertrude, brought
experts in the cultivation of silkworms to Econonmy to learn the industry
first-hand; by 1843 there were extensive mul berry plantations at
Econony. I n an account of the Harmonists in "The Silk Culturist" of
October, 1836, Econony silk was called "'the best we have seen of
American manufacture'".3

Other popul ar goods produced by the Society included wine, bear,

whi skey, flour, and shoes. To promote the Society's industries
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants in Baltimore,
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The large volume of business
correspondence in the Harmony Society Archives testifies to his

wi de-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonists' reputation as

manufacturers was the fact that they had built three separate
communities in two states and, therefore, contributed significantly to
several local econom es over the course of their existence.

Tha Society amassed considerable assets from i ts industrial

ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to
nmore than two millioa dollars), but itsfinancial ascendance paralleled
its industrial decline. Frederick Rapp's death | a 1834 was a blow to
the Society's commercial activities. Other combined problems such as
the rapidly aging population, a wool Industry which had never fully
recovered froa a major fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the

secoad half of the ceatury, therefore, the Society turaed to investments
to provide the necessary income both for the operation of the community
and for the Society's anticipated return to Jerusalem upon Christ's

return. As Aradt poiats out, the change was merely "from comrunal work
to communal Investments."4
Finance was not new to the Society; i t had previously loaned noney

to the State of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny.

The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, but rich
and muaificeat. la fact, a lawsuit agaiast the Society that went to the
US  Suprenme Court (one of nmany lawsuits brought against the Society,
most of which the Society won) revealed that |a 1846 the value of
Society property was $901, 000. I'n additioa to this was a secret fuad
amassed by George Rapp betweea 1834-1844, kaowa as the "church fund,"
consisting of over $400,000 in gold and silver withdrawn from Harmoai st
baak accounts in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Louisville. Skeptical of
the US  government's financial stability following Andrew Jackson's
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veto of the US Bank Charter |a 1833, Rapp decided to secret a fund of
cash in vaults in his basenment, for use by the Society when it returned
to Jerusalem Wea fiscal m snmaaageneat |ed the Society toward
bankruptcy in the 1890s, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to
pay the Society's mounting debts.

The Society's investment in the oil Industry during the 1861-1892
period was of particular significance and, for a time, greatly
profitable. The Society drilled wells on some of the 6,000 acres it
owned in northwestern Penasylvania and refined oil that was consldart”d
the best on the market. The oil pipeline they constructed was oae of
the earliest. The Society had sufficieat fiaaacial aad political clout
to block a threateaiag oil-pipelinebill until it included a clause
protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline
across the Allegheay River.

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and
managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrici from 1881-1884, |inked the
Pittsburgh area to the main railroad Iines from Chicago to New York, aid
heace was of inmease |nportaace to the subsequeat |adustrial devel opment
of the regioa aad ladirectly the industrializlag aation. In 1884,
Henrici sold the railroad to the Vaaderbllt famly for $1,150, 000.

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Od Econony Village and
architectural historian of westera Peoasylvania, has written that the
Har noni sts "established in westera Peaasylvaaia the only truly
honogenous comunity of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The
buil di ngs of Econony, preserved on their original sites, are an
i mportaat collectionof a peculiar architectural style exhibiting early
19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. | ndeed, the site
surpasses similar historic comunities in the aunber aad raage of
original buildings that are iatact. Very few of the buildings outside
the Od Econony Village conplex have had any kind of restoration and
hence possess great potential for future architectural aad
archaeol ogical iavestigatioa.

Though Frederick Rapp, to whom the deslga of all the Society's
maj or buildiags is credited, was datermined to build "in the American
maaner," the Harnmonist buildings are a recognizable blead of Anmerican
and Cerman el ements and, as such, are uaique. The eatlre group is a
rare exanple of a plaaaed conmualty, providiag iasight into the way the
Har moni sts |ived. Their predomnantly practical plaa—a grid containing
both public and private areas, with factories aad fields oa the
outskirts aad houses and essential services at the center— reflected



NPS Fonn 10-900-1 OMB VO . 1024-0013
042) Expires 10-J1-S7

United States Department off the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Economy National
Continuation shet Historic Landmark Itemnumbef 8 Page 5

the Society's commtnment toa simple but efftclant [ifestyle. The
construction of their buildiags shows coacern forboth practicality and
appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several
architectural features that bear evidence toa fine sense of proportion
and detail.

The infrastructure of thetow was as well-detailed asthe
buildings. The water system fadfromwater on theeastern hillside,
ran through pipes of hollowed out logs carafully fitted together, and
served every part of thetow vi aseveral punps. Comunity bake oveas
were distributed throughout thetowa, and a steam |aundry servedthe
entire connunity.

Most of Ecoaony's uaique aad i mpressive | aadscape features have,
unfortunately, been lost. The |andscape that exists today i sonly a
representative of what once exlsted--a deer park with Virginia deer,
labyrinths, a second pavilion, and plants and flowers trained togrowln
el aborate patterns. Grape vines, now present only on the buildings
within thenmseum conplex, once were trained togrow on all ofthe
houses, where they were watered by can-off from theroofs. The heavy
devel opment of theoutskirts of Econony i ntheearly 20th century
destroyed sone features; the present garden at O d Econony Village,
while retaining the lmportant Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen
extensive restoration. The original town |ay-out remains discernable,
however, and i sa major contributing feature of thedistrict today.

Three archaeol ogical studies have been undertaken at Econony i n the
last twenty years, two of them on t hegrounds of the O d Econony Village
conplex. Relatively narrow I nscope, these studies di dnot produce new
information of great significance about the Society's activites, though
artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily of pieces of
earthenware and glass. The third study concerned a community bakery
site on 13thStreet, where remains were uncovered of a foundation, a
chimey, and gate, along with pottery shards, nails, and two Indian
artifacts. Because the archaeological potential would seemt o be
greatest I ntheHarmonist domestic and work areas outside the
museum—t he area that has seen theleast investigation todate—t he
archaeol ogical potential of thedistrict remains considerable.

Throughout it sexistence, theHarnoay Society was the object of
regular aad close scrutiay fromtravellers, writers, ecoaom sts,
| awyers, merchaats, would-be followers and Imitators. As the Society's
most prosperous and final home. Econony received thegreatest attention
and publicity. The attention was a function both of theunusual.
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simul taneously conmunal and capitalistic lifestyle of theSociety, and

of thereligious and social ferment i nEurope, England, and Americai n

the early 19th ceatury. Nunerous pietistic religious groups formedi n
that era, particularly i nGermany where a revolution occurred i n 1848.
George Rapp was cel ebrated at his death | al847 1 ot hePittsburgh Daily
Mor ni ng Post as "the greatest Conmmunist of theAge" i nt hesane year
that Marx and Hegel, thelatter a contenporary of Rapp's from t he sane
part of Germany, began writing The Communi st Manifesto . German Utopian
communi st Wlliam Welthrig, who fled theGermaa revolution hoping to
establish "Coinrnunia" i nlowa, wrote at |eagth about Econony i n 1851.
The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven nonths at Ecoaonyl a
1839-40, producing a French account of theSociety. Goethe, Rudyard
Kipling, and Byron al | wwote of theSociety, thelatter devoting four
stanzas of Canto XV of "Doa Juaa" to George Rapp aadhis society of
celibates.

Travellers, oftea well-kaowa or distiaguished figures, wrote
accouats of visits totheSociety's settlements, many of which were
published i nnewspapers and journals hare and abroad. One of the
earliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harnoay, PA which appeared i n
"Travels Through theUnited States of America" was reviewed at lengthi n
British magazines, and led to Robert Onen's relatioaship withthe
Society. Onen subsequently purchased thetown of New Harnmony, | Nwhen
the Society left there toestablish Ecoaony.

In itsrelationship with other communal sects, theHarnony Society
was Insplratioaal, offeriag practical advice aad sometimes flaanclal
assistance to themany other s-scts with whom it communi cat ed. Friendly
relations were maiatalned with t he Shakers, theAnana Society, and the
Zoarltes, with theHarmonists giving assistance i nmatters of industrial
production. Loans were extended totheHutterlans i ntheDakotas and
the Oralabora i nMchlgaa. Cae ill-fated alliaace was withthe
so-called Couat Leoa, who | al1l831 convinced one third of the Harmonists
to withdraw from t he Society and establish a separate commualty under
his rule, aaeveat afterwards referred to as the Schism

In sum t heHarnony Society provided a powerful exanple of conmrunal
life that was widely knowa aad seml aal | aitsinpact | aaa er a of
political and econom c experi meatatioa. As Philadelphia ecoaom st
Matt hew Carey observed | aThe New Ol ive Braach of 1820, even beforet he

Harmoni sts had established Econony, "' Thehistory of theworld nay be
examined i nvain for aay iastaace of such rapid strides made by aay body
of men, wholly wunaided by bounties, pram.ins, |oans, or ammunitles from

government. The Harmoal sts ware true practical ecoaom sts.'"6 Such was
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the fascination the Society held for others.

O a regional and local scale, the Society also had wide-ranging
i mpact . The Econony Hotel (no longer extant) served a |arge nunber of
travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot along the
Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Many of the travellers' accounts were written
by visitors to the hotel.

Investments which had regional Impact Include timbering in Warren
County, where a large sawmill was in operatioa, aod coal raining in
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000 acres and mned from
the 18508 wuntil 1880, shipping no-t of the coal west. The town of
Beaver Falls, also in Beaver County, was laid out and promoted by
building a bank and several factories, al |l financed by the Society.
Geneva College is located at Beaver Falls due to the efforts of the
Society. The Society operated the Harmony Brickworks and the Econony
Pl aniag Mill Conpany in Beaver Falls, both active c.1890. 't invested
in four other local railroads besides the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie.

The Society was particularly important to the economy of
Pittsburgh, where it purchased machinery and goods i t could uot make
itself (such as two steamboats it had built in the 1820s), conducted
much of its banking, figured in local politics, and Invested in various
enterprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Bridge Conpaiiy of
which Jacob Henrici was a director.

Debts accumulated in the Society's final decades, due to the dem se
of Industry, mounting expenses, and some bad investments. John S Duss,
the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining menbers,
parlaying the Society's nane and reputationinto a lucrative career for

himself as |eader of the "Econony Band" in the 1890s, using a giant and
dwarf from P.T. Barnum's circus as advertislg gimmicks. I'n 1903, he
conducted at Madi son Square Garden and also led the Metropolitan Opera
House Orchestra on a tour of the West. Al |l of this perpetuated the
publicity the Harmony Society had always received, but in a weird and
incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee in 1903 in favor of his
wife. Two years later, Ms. Duss formally dissolved the Society which
then had only three living nmenbers. A subsequent |engthy and
controversial legal battle resulted in the State of Panasylvania

"inheriting" the acreage and buildings of the present nuseum Od
Econony Village while the rest of the town was sold privately.

Since the dissolution of the Harnony Society, Econony has becone
part of the larger, 20th century Industrial town that supplantad it .
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Ambridge. Tha restored nmuseum conplex provides an intellectual context
for understanding the Harnony Society's beliefs and history. The

Har moni st houses and other Society buildings outside the nuseum
enconpassed by t he National Historic Laadmark, provide a nore conplete
physical document of theSociety anditsway of life.

1. Arndt, Econony on the Ohio, p.xviii.

2. "The National Importance of O d Econony and t he Value of its
Restoration,"” unpublished report submtted by Dr. Cecil K Byrd,
Chai rman, Indiana University; Dr. James H Rodabaugh, Ohio
Historical Society; and Dr. Clyde C Walton, Illonois State
Historical Society, August 15, 1957.

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harnony Society, 1785-1847. pp.579-80.
4. |bid, p.603.
5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194.

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harnpay Society, 1785-1847, p.229.
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Beginniag oa t hewest side of thedistrict at theaortheast corner of
Route 65 and 13t hStreet, proceed east along thenorth side of 13th Street
to a point opposite 98 13t h Street. Crossing thestreet due south, follow

the west aad south property Hues of 98 13t hStreet, continuing east i na
straight line across Church Street toa point oa theeast side of the
street. Proceed south tothesoutheast corner of 12t hand Church Streets.

Proceed due west across Church Street, and follow t hesouth side of 12th
Street toitslntersection with Route 65. Follow thewest and south

property lines of 70 12t h Street, and contiaue east aloag the south
property liaes of al ltheproperties facing 12t h Street, continuing toa
point on thewest side of Merchant Street. Proceed north along Merchant
Street toa point opposite thesouth property line of 1198 Merchant
Street. Crossing Merchaat Street i na straight line, follow the south,
east, and north property lines of 1198 Merchant Street, continuing west
across Merchant Street tothenorthwest corner of Merchant and 12t h
Streets. Proceed north along t hewest side of Merchant Street t o Wagner
Street. Here t heboundary crosses Wagner Street toliclude theHarmonist
building at 1221 Merchant Street, and returns tothesouth side of Wagner
Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street toa point opposite the east

property line of 1216 Church Street. Crossiog thestreet due north,
follow t heeast proparty line of 1216 Church Street tothesouth property
line of 272 13t hStreet. Proceed east along thesouth property lines of

all theproperties facing 13thStreet, continuing east across Merchant
Street, following thesouth property lines of al |l of theproperties facing
13th Street tothesoutheast corner of theproperty of 336 I3th Street.
Follow t heeast side of this property north to 13thStreet. Proceed west
on thesouth side of 13thStreet, crossing Merchant Street and then Church
Street, tothesouthwest corner of 13t hand Church Streets. Proceed north
In a straight line across 13th Street, contlualng north toa point

opposite thenorth side of Creese Street. Here t heboundary turns due

east tolnclude theproperty of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jog to
the south toinclude theHarmonist building at 273 13th Street. The
boundary follows t heeast property line of thechurch tothe south
property line of 274 and 280 14t h Street. Following their south and east
property Jlines, continue north i na straight line across 14t h Street toa
point. Proceed east along thenorth side of 14t hStreet, crossiag
Merchant Street, toa point opposite 312 14t h Street. Proceed due south
across 14t hStreet and follow t hewest and south property lines of 312
14th Street, continuing east along thesouth property lines of those
buildings faciag 14t hStreet tothesoutheast coraer of 324 14th Street.
Follow t heeast aad aorth property lines of this parcel, continuing west
on 14t hStreet toa point opposite 317 14t h Street. Proceed due north
across 14t hStreet and follow t heeast and north property lines of 317
14th Street, continuiag west along thesouth side of Boyleston Street,
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BANDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON:

The boundaries of thehistoric district were selected tolnclude all
of theconfirmed extant HarmoQist buildings that are on their original
sites andt oexclude as many non-Harnmonist buildings as possible.

(Several Harmonist buildings within thedistrict were nmoved from other
sites.) The Harmonist buildings are defined as those huilt by or for the
Harmoni sts duriag the perfead of the Society's existeace at Ecoaony,
1824-1905. Mdst of these buildiags were coastructed | athe 1829-1840
period, but sone date tothelatter part of the 19thcentury whenthe
Society was aging rapidly andrequired different types of buildings.
Because t he Harmoninsts built their comrunity as an integrated whole, each
confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic level of integrityi s
considered contributingtothesignificance of the district.

The irregularity of thedistrict boundary i sduetothenature of
post - Harmooi st devel opment. After 1905, nuch of the Harnony Society's
property was sold t odevelopers who were |aying out the nawadjacent steel
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boyleston, aadLlaughlia Streets were
Inserted between theexisting Harmoai st nunbered streets, andthe new |ots
were quickly filled with houses. Mst of theHarmonist yard lots were
also sold off, forhouses, at this time. Theresult isajuxtaposition of
two types of architecture: thenineteenth century buildings of the
Harmoni sts, andthe modest, early twentieth century workers' houses of
Ambri dge. The district boundary consequently extends, finger-like, to
include theremaining Harmonist streetscapes (along witht he
noa-contributing houses built betweea Harmoai st oaes) but excludet ha
post-1905 streetscapes.

A large vacant | ot between Laughlin and 16t hStreets north of Church
Street has been included, because excluding it would nean |eaving a group
of three Harmonist houses at thenortheast coraer of this |otisolated
from therest of thedistrict as a discoatiguous group. Another vacant
lot at thenorthwest corner of 12t handMerchant Streets has been
included, i norder that thecontributingHarmonist house with excellent
architectural integrity across Merchant Street (#1198) would bea
contiguous part of the district.

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been undertaken
in thedistrict are located within the boundaries discussed here, two of
them on t he grounds of the nuseumi nthevicinity of the Feast Hall and
the Grotto, anda third on [3th Street.

Laadscape features such as gardens, orchards, |l|abyrinths, a deer
park, etc. that were oace part of the community are no longer extant, with
the exception of thelargely recreated garden of O d Ecoaony Vill age.

Ot her |aadscape features were |located outside the proposed district on
land that has nowbeen densely developed forresidential and commercial
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crossing Merchant and Church Streets, to the west side of Church Street.
Proceed north along the west side of Church Street to a point opposite the
south property liaa of 100 15t h Street. Proceed east across Church Street

in a straight line, continuing east along the south property lines of al l
the properties facing I5th Street to the southeast corner of 286 15th
Street. Proceed north along it seast property line, continuing north
across 15thStreet i na straight line toa point on thenorth side of the
street. Proceed east along tha aorth side of 15thStreet, crossing
Merchant Street, to the aortheast corner of 15t hand Merchaat Streets.
Proceed south across 15t hStreet | aa straight liae, coatiauing south

along tha east side of Merchant Street to the southwest coraer of the
property of 1412 Merchaat Street. Follow the south and then the east

property lines, continuing north along the east property lines of al | of
the properties facing Merchaat Street, continuiag across 15thStreet i na
straight line tothenortheast coraer of 1500 Merchant Street. Procaai

due west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow the south side of Laughlia
Street to a point opposite the west property line of 289 Laughlia Street.
Proceed west | aa straight line to the southwest corner of the property of
288 16t h Street. Proceed east i na straight line along the south property
lines of 288 and 298 16t hStreet to the west side of Merchant Street and
proceed north to thecorner of Merchant and 16t hStreets. Here t he
boundary jogs north to include parcel #12-05-516 (no address), returns to
the south side of 16thStreet, and proceeds west along 16t h Street across
Church Street to the northwest corner of the property of 68 and 70 16t h

Street. Follow the west and south property lines of this parcel,
continuing east along the south property lines of al | of the properties
facing 16t hStreet, crossing Church Street i na straight Iine to the east
side of thestreet. Here t he boundary follows thaa.ist side of Church

Street to the southeast corner of Church and Laughlin Streets, with ajog
to thewest to include 1515 Church Street on the west side of the street.
From t he corner, proceed west across Church Street i na straight Una,

continuing west along the south side of Laughlin Street to the northwest

corner of 75 15th Street. Follow the west property Iline south, continuing
across 15thStreet to a point on the south side of the street. Proceed
west along 15th Street to the northwest corner of 70 15t h Street. Foll ow

the west property line tothenorth edge of the Ol d Econony Village
property (parcel #12-01-301). Follow t he property line west and then
south to the point of origin.



------

IAAP FOR

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

ECONOMY HISTORIC DISTRICT

BOROUGH OF AMBRIDGE, PENNSYLVANIA

EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

N3 Sgnificant/Contributing
Intruson (NdH-aNTHiBIHK ir)



NPS Fonn 10-900-a N
(342) OMfl .Vo. 1024-001 8

Expires 10-31-37
United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form
Eoconomy National
Continuation shest Historic Landmark ltemnumbef 10 Page 5

use, or within thedistrict oa laad which has sl ace been devel oped. The

oaly sigalflcaat l|aadscape features remaining, then, ar eenconpassed!| a
the bouadaries discussed here.
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1. Name
higoric Eoconomy National Historic Landmark
and a common  Old Economy/Ambridge

2. Location

Area roughly bounded by Route 65, 12th Street, N/A
not for publication

city, town Ambridge "NLbi vicinity of

state FA code 42 county Beaver code 007

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status PrasantUsa
district public X occupied agriculture -2L_ museum
building(s) private unoccupied X commercial park
structure X both worlt in progress y educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object Ain process V yes: restricted government scientific

N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple

street & number
city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthousg, regidry of deads etic.  Beaver County Courthouse
street & numl>er

city, tomn Beaver date PA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title National Register of Historic Places hasthis propaty been ddamined digible? x  yes

no

date 1985 federal state county local

depostary for aurvey records National Park Service

city, town Washington state D.C.



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X__original site
good ruins x altered moved date
fair unexposed

Dascriba tha prasant and original (if known) physical appearance

The Ecoaony Natioaal Historic Laadmark i s situated aloag the Ghio
River approximately 18 mles aorthwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in
the Borough of Anbridge. 1[It contains the remaining buildiags of the
Harnoay Society, a Gernmaa commuaitarlaa sect who settled there i a 1825
aad built the towa they would occupy uatil the Society's dissoutloal a
1905. The approximately 30-acre historic district lies oa a level plain
m dway betweea the riverbaak aad hills risiag oa the east. | tiacludes
O d Ecoaony Village, a four-acre nuseum conpl ex owed aad operated by
the Commoaweal th of Peaasylvaaia, coataialag nore thaa a dozea mmjor
Har moai st buil diags. Surrbuadiag the museum oa three sides i sa grid of
sevea mmjor streets liaed with over 90 Harnmonist houses and other
Har moai st buil di ags which are privately owaed aad serve nostly as
resl deaces.

The ability of the historic district to coavey a distiact sease of
time aad place today derives from several features: the aunber aad
honmogeaeity of Harnoaist buildiags; the recogai zabl e Harmpaist site
pl aanl ag; the assortmeat of types of buildiags; aad the existeace of the
already-restored nuseum conplex. The district has aa overall visual
honogeaeity deriviag from the prepoaderance of Harnmpaist buil diags
arraaged in a recogaizable tow plaa dating to the 1820s. I nadditioa,
the restored buildings that conprise the nuseum conplex, along with
selected individual buildings, outside the nuseum that retain good
grchitectural | ategrity, serve as architectural focal poiats of the
istrict. i : [

Accentuatiag the anbience, of the historic district i s the fact
that the surrounding comunity of Anbridge i s so utterly different in
nature. So densely built was Anbridge (theaame i s a eoatractioa of
Anmerican Bridge, the division of US. Steel that purchased mnuch of the
Har mpai st property c.1905 and subsequently created a new town
surrounding Econony) that it serves to iasulate Ecoaony from other types
of intrusioas. Duriag the early growth of Anbridge, houses of that era
were built oa maay of the yard lots | a Ecoaony. Other, defuact
Har moai st buil di ags were denolished aad replaced by aew structures aad
several aoo-resideatial Harmoai st buildings were converted to
resldeatlal use. However, oace this traasitlon had occurred, relatively
few major physical chaages occurred to the district. 1 aspite of
remodel I lags to individual buildings, the historic district as a whole
remaias a visible product of the Harnoay Society of the 19th century.

The comruaity's orlglaal physical core i sstill largely iatact,
coasistlag of sevea mmjor streets laid out by the Harmpal sts: two
ruani ag aorth-south (Church and Merchant Streets), and five ruanlag
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east-west (12th through 16th Streets). Four narrower streets, also
running east-west, were inserted between the existing Harmonist onesi n
the early 20th century after the Society's dissolution. These newer
streets occupy what were originally the interiors of the Harmoni st

blocks, areas reserved for household gardens andutility sheds. To the
extent possible, they have been deleted from the National Historic
Landmark, resulting i nthe finger-like district boundary configuration

proposed herein.

The intersection of 14th and Church Streets was the functional
center of Econony. Sited along Fourteenth Street were many of the
Society's important community, public, andresidential buildings,

including the community Feast Hall, founder George Rapp's house, t he
store, business |eader Frederick Rapp's house, the tailor shop with its
large wine cellar, andthe public hotel/tavern. Al'l of these buildings

except the hotel/tavern are extant.

Wth the exception of the church, the major Harmonist buildings of
exceptional architectural significance are located within the nuseum

compl ex, west of Church Street spanning 14th Street. The museum compl ex
is the result of major restoration work undertaken by the State of
Pennsylvania between 1938 and 1965. At the entrance t othe complexi s
the Feast Hall (completed c¢.1828), the building that was nore than any

other, except perhaps the Church, the Harmonists' central meeting place.
Its 50" X 96' second floor hall was used for the Society's four annual

celebrations, andthe building also housed a school room library, music
room nmuseum anddrawing school. l'ts steep gambrel roof is a Germanic
feature used in other significant, though no longer extant. Harmonist
buildings erected at about the sane time—the cotton mill and t he
hotel/tavern. l'ts classical entrance further distinguishes it fromall
the other Society buildings except the founder's house. Inside, t he
barrel-vaulted ceiling of the hall, with its attached chamferred
pilasters and shallow wall arches, echoes that i nthe Church. The

shallow arches are also seen in the two-story porch of the Great House
and, formerly, i nthe hotel.

Germanic influence may also ba seen i nthe Granary (c.1832),
another of the largest remaining Harmonist buildings. l'ts first floor
is built of exposed wood nembers infilled with stone. The wood nenbers
are clearly numbered with carved Roman numerals for ease of
construction. This numbering system was used i nthe construction of the
houses as well, although the wood menbers were not exposed i nthose
buildings.
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The Great House (c.1826), hone of founder George Rapp and hi s
adopted son Frederick, thecommnity's business |eader, reflectsthe

Harmonists' desire tobuild "i n theAmerican manner," although i t shows
German Influence i ntheclipped gables of theroof. Though by no neans
ornate, theGreat House features numerous architectural details not

found elsewhere i nthacommunity: classical frontispieces, carved stone

steps, decorative transoms, a two-story rear porch, and on the interior,
a central staircase with carved bannister, and furnishings from

Phil adel phia. Here visitors were entertained by t heRapps and nmenbers
of theSociety.

Other major buildings located on t hemuseum grounds are t he
community kitchen, sited beside t heFeast Hall and used when
celebrations were held | athat building; cabinet and tailor shops; a
store; and a warehouse. These buildings areal | of simple design, with
the larger buildings facing 14th Street built of brick (tailor shop and
store) and t hesmaller buildings behind them built of wood (cabinet shop
and warehouse). The tailor shop i snotable forthelarge vaulted wine
cellar, with exceedingly fine stonework, that i sits basement.

The Harmonist church, located just across Church Street fromOl d
Econony Village, | s oaa of thedistrict's most significant buildings,
both as t hefocal point of theSociety's spiritual life and as a work of
architecture. Wth itstall, tiered cupolal/clock tower, housingthe
Society's peculiar one-handed clock, i ti sthedistrict's most
conspicuous building. Built from 1828-1831, t hechurch's design has
historically bean credited t oFrederick Rapp, as, indeed, havet he

designs of al |l theother major Harmonist buildings. | texhibits typical
Har moni st features on itswell-preserved interior, such as a
barrel-vaulted ceiling and attached chamfered pilasters with shallow
wall arches. Because it suse has remained t hasane throughout its

history, thechurch has hadrelatively fewalterations and i st he best
preserved Harmonist building outside thegrounds of t henmuseum

Though t hearchitectural character of 19t hcentury Econony may best
be appreciated within Ol d Econony Village and t heChurch, theexc»?nt i id
duration of the Harmonist community and town plan i sseen best i n the
surroundlag resldeatlal area. | nspite of decades of non-Harmonist,
private ownership, this part of thedistrict retains a distinct
appearance and atmosphere due tot heoverall homogeneity of the
Har moni st houses and their regular spacing along thestreets. Built
egither of locally nade brick or of wood | apsiding, thehouses are
almost al |l twostories i nheight and have gable roofs with t heroof
ridge parallelling thestreet, generally a 3x2 bay coofiguration and
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doors that open onto the side garden rather than the street. There are
30 extant brick houses and 34 extant frame houses in the historic
district.

The Harmoni sts used methods of construction at Econony that thay
hal used i ntheir two previous settlements at Harmony, PA and New
Harmony, I N. I n their braced-frame system of construction, each floor
was framed as an |ndependent wunit. Rat her than a roof ridgepole, each
set of rafters was constructed as an independent truss with the celling
rafter as its bottom chord. The chimney, built as a structurally
I ndependent unit, ran diagonally through the house's attic i n order to
exit the roof at the ridge, where flashing was unnecessary. Those
original chimneys that remain are of squat proportions and are situated

just off-center along the roof ridge. Insulation inthe form of "dutch
biscuits"--slats of wood wrapped with nud and straw—were used, and
brick was placed between the wall studs on the first floor of frame
buildings.

The house plan, basically identical inall of the houses, consisted
of three rooms on each floor, two small rooms and one large one. n the
first floor, these were an entry hall (containing the staircase),
kitchen, and larger living/sleeping space. Bedroonms were on the second
floor. A shed-roofed addition, one-room wide, is attached to nearly all

of the brick houses. O wood |ap siding, these sheds have studs
numbered i n the typical Harmonist fashion and appear to have been early.
Harmoni st additions.

The exterior of the brick houses were designed with several
features which were both functional and attractive; aost of the brick

houses retain at least sone of these features. The simple facade of
conmmon bond brick was enlivened with jack arches above wi ndows and
doors, and a corbelled cornice on the long sides of the house. Door ways

were rather deeply recessed, and shared the sane wood surround of
multiple beading as the windows. The doors themselves were si X
panell ed.

The considerable garden and yard space of each house Included a
multiple-room wood shed that housed a privy, work-space, and aa
aaimal-stall

Interspersed with the houses were Harmonist baildiags serving other
functions, such as a doctor's office, workshops for the making of
barrels and hats, a wagon shed, and a wine press house. The smaller
non-residential buildings were generally designed to be compatible in
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scale and materials with the houses. Several of these non-residential
Har moni st buildings are extant. The major industrial buildings,
requiring large amounts of water froa theriver or producing unpleasant
odors, were relegated to theoutskirts of the community. These

buildings have not survived.

The Harmonists' most important garden was centrally located and

remains on the grouads of the nuseum A place of meditation, i t
includes two importaat structures with allegorical sigalficance for the
community: the Pavilion and t he Grotto. The Pavilion, a classical

design attributed to Frederick Rapp, was built i n 1831 and housed t he
wood-scul pted female figure of Econony. Scholars speculate that she
represents "thespiritual harmoay [the Harmonists] hoped to achieve here
on earth and afterwards i nheaven."! (The present pavilion i sa
replicatloa of theorlglaal, which deteriorated aad was dismaatled | a
the 1890s.) The Grotto, a round, rough stone structure with thatched
roof, has a marvelous classical interior, as refined as the building's
exterior i srude. This coatrast coaveyed the difference between the
superficial and the substantial, the temporal and the spiritual.

The site plan of Economy was not a rigid grid divided strictly loto
discreet areas of differeat uses, but it was aa orderly pattera with
definite considerations f oraesthetic quality. Buildings sited along
the street alternated with open lots, creating a consistent spatial
pattern of solid and void. Predictably, post-Harmonist developniaat
resulted i nthecoastruction of newer houses i nthese open |lots;
nevertheless, theoriginal Harmoaist plan remains discernable.

Econony's houses can be grouped into four basic types, reflecting
the few, but different, housing arrangements necessary i nthe community.
The following inventory describes theindividual residential building
types i ndetail, and then lists all thebuildings i norder by location
and address, with the museum complex discussed first, The residenti al
buildings are keyed to the appropriate building types.

The precedent forthis type of inventory coraas from t he Harmonists
themselves, who Inventoried their real estate holdings i n 1833 and
determ ned the sane four types of residences.2 (An additional type they
catal ogued has no extant examples.) The sane four basic types were used
again i na comprehensive planning study of thedistrict prepared by
Green lateraatloaal | a1977. All buildings not corresponding to one of
these four types (Including most of the nuseum buildings) are described
individually.
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Each structure i s designated as either Key, Contributing, or
Non-contributing to thedistrict. Al'l Key and Contributing buildings
were built or used by the Harmonists i nthe 1824-1890 period. Key
buildings comprise the heart of thenationally significant resource, and
are, individually, historical and/or architectural focal points of the
district.

Contributing buildings are those which visually and historically
play a part i nconveying the landmark's sense of time and place. | t
should be emphasized that because thedistrict's significance i s
primarily as thesite of an influential 19thcentury communitarian sect,
the collective historic association of the Harmonist buildings i s nore
i mportant than thearchitectural integrity of the surfaces of the

individual buildings. The district's visual strong point—the largely
Intact town plan—i s represeated by streetscapes as a whole rather than
by Individual buildiags. | tisfrom experleaciag the eatlre complex of
remai al ag Harmonist buildings that one fully appreciates the Society's
size, homogeneity, technical skill, and aesthetic building design and

town planning—all of which contributed to Ecoaomy's success and

longevity as a community.

Al'l Contributing buildings, however, share basic features which
make them recognizably Harmonist. These features include sitlag,
massing, structure, dimensions, roof type and orientation, and
fenestration pattern. Exceptions to these criteria are two buildings
within the museum compl ex aad two outside the nmuseum which have been
noved i norder to prevent their demolition. These buildings are
considered Contributing because of their obvious Harmonist origins
and/or ability to convey valuable iaformatioa about the Harmoaist way of
[ife. Various types of modera sldlag have obscured theorlglaal siding
of all but one of the frame houses aad a few of the brick oaes; this has
not, however, affected the buildings' original 19thcentury structure
with its unique Harmonist construction details, sach as numbered studs,
“dutch biscuit" and brick insulation, plaster, chimey construction, and
interior configuration.

Non- Contributing buildings are non-Harmonist buildings which are

included i nthedistrict forreasons of geographic necessity only. Al I
building locations are showa oa the attached site plan. (A separate
plan for Ol d Econony t he museum complex, includes buildings #1-22.)

1. Reibel, Guide to Ol d Econony, p.26.

2. Arndt, Econony on the Ohio, p.835-837.
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TYPE A. Two-story Brick House;

Hais a three-by-two-bay plan with a gable roof--wlth ridgepole
running east-west—and a corbelled brick chimey located on t he
ridge, just east of center. Il nseveral Instances theplani s
two-by-two bays, but these variations appear t obe original. The
brick i slaid i ncomon bond, with flat arches above t ha wi ndows

and door, corbelling at t hecornice, and a watertable. W ndows
are double hung sash, six-over-six, except for small, single
attic windows i neach gable end. The door i slocated on the
end of t hehouse, rather than on t hestreet elevation. Most

houses of this type have a wood shed addition on therear, one
room wide, with Its own door, also on t heend of t hehouse.
These were added duriag theHarmonist era, probably shortly
after construction of themain section of t hehouse. This house
type retains thebest integrity i nthedistrict. There ar e30
extant buildings of this type.

TYPE B: Two-story Franme House:

Al most identical t oType A except constructed of wood. Buildings
of this type have typically been considerably altered. The nmost
conmon alterations have been t heapplication of newsiding and
roofing material, thereplacement of wi ndow sash, and occasionally,

slight changes i nwi ndow size, t headdition of windows, theaddition
of eave returns, and t headdition of a door on t hestreet elevation.
(The latter twoadditions occur which such frequency and appear to
date t osuch an early erathat it i sbhelieved these changes were
made by t heHarmonists themselves.) There ar e 34 extant buildings
of this type. | nspite of theconmon alterations tothese wood
houses, they remaia import visual elements i nthedistrict street-
scape, both because of their siting relative tothestreet and

other Harmonist buildings, and because they retain thebasic
elements of theHarmonists' residential design—form, massing,
fenestration pattern, andunique structural details.

TYPE C Two-story Frame Doubl e House;

Sited with its gable end toward thestreet, thebuilding has five-
by-two bays, with multiple chimneys, doors on t heeast or west

sides, and windows of taller proportions thao thesmaller houses.

The alteratloas t othese buildings aresimilar tothose seen on the
Type B houses. There are4 extant buildings of this type.
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TYPE D One-story Frame House;

Small, one-story-with attic house with a two by three bay con-
figuration, with gable roof —4idgepole perpendicular to the
street--and central chimey. There are 2 extant buildings of
this type.

Building Inventory:

1. Feast Hall, 14th and Church Streets, Od Econony Village.
Key. Built 1826-1828.

he of the largest extant Harmonist buildings, measuring
118" X 54" and 50" tall at the ridgepole, sited at the major
intersection of the community, this is a tall 2-1/2-story
building of brick with a gambrel roof hipped at each end, the
ridgepole oriented east-west |ike nearly al | the Harmoni st
buildings along 14th Street. he of the few buildings with brick
laid In Flemi sh bond. Wood-shl ngled roof pierced by dormers,
with four corbelled brick chimeys along tha ridgepole. Wbod cor-
nice is finely dentllled. Large 6/6 sash wi ndows have original
frames with jack arches above. Main entrance (east end) consists
of a double door beneath a 7-pane fanlight with a classical sur-
round. West end door has a rectangular transom with a curvilinear
motif. Ot her doors are located at east and west ends of the north
side.

Central hall plan of tha first story remains intact, with
several rooms, each with fireplace, flanking the hall. Second
floor consists almost entirely of the actual feast hall (50" x 96')
The 8-bay hall is spanaed by aa elliptically-shapedbarrel-vault
of wood plaaks pierced by w adows on the sides, with engaged
chamferred pilasters joined by elliptical wall arches on the north
and south sides. East and west ends feature trompe |'oeil paintli?
of the same configuratloa, with siagle, real doors at the third
floor level.

2. Granary, Ol'd Economy Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

The building I's 5-1/2 stories tall with a 3x7 bay configuration
The stone and timber construction of the first story is unique
in the community. Siding on the other floors is of wide, plain
boards; the gable roof (ridgepole runs aorth-south) i s sheathavl
with wood shingles.
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The interior is made up of large, siagle roonms, with a system
of twelve iaterior posts, each with four kaee braces at the head,
extending up through the first four floors. There is a large
stone cellar.

Cabi net Shop, Od Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1326.

e story-wlth-attic, rectangular building of wood siding of
beaded board and a gable roof, and 6/6 w ndows. There is a single
door on the south end, and an attic door above flanked by Iouvered
openings. A small entrance hall on the south contains a stair to
the storage loft and opens onto a small room beside it on the south
end and a large room on the north end. Many of the original tools
and equi pment remain inside.

Community Kitchen, Od Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1826.

One-story rectangular buildlag of wood lap siding, with a bead
on the lower edge of each wood board. Wood-shlngled gable roof
(ridgepole runs east-wast) has a central, extended section that
provides ventilationand multiple chimeys. 66 w ndows retain
sone original glass. A single door is located in central bay on
south side. The original brick floor, brick aad stone cooking
area, and some original cooking kettles are intact inside.

Tailor Shop and Wne Cellar, Od Econony Village.
Coatributiag. c.1826.

Large two-story building with attic, of 7x4 bays with gable roof

(ridgepole runs east-west). Brick is laid |a commoa bond, with
jack arches above wi ndows aad doors, and a dentllled and corbelled
cornice. Unlike the other buildings, this one has a dressed stone

watertable above a dressed stone foundation on the south side
(facing 14th Street), but a brick watertable and plain stone founda-
tion on other sides. Wndows are 6/6, double-hung sash; the frames
and much of the glass appear to be original. Doors are located

on north, east, and south elevations; those on the north aad south
are wide and 6-paaelled, with four-pane traasoms. The top stone
doorstep has curved stone detailing (there are three steps). The
east end door leads to the stone-vaulted wine cellar aad Is within
a wood vestibule.
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Interior; Sone flooring i soriginal, as well as doors, base-
board, staircase, plaster, the pulley on attic door, and mantels.
There are four rooms on each floor with a center hall running
north-south. Orlglaal tools are oa display. The large vaulted
wine cellar beneath thebuilding has steep stone steps and a pulley
mechanism f or bringing casks i nand out, a stone floor, and sone
original wine casks. The vault i s 15" high with stone-vaulted
penetrations sloping up to the eight w adows at grade Ilevel.

6. Store. Ol d Econony Village.
Key. 1828.

This building was where the Harmonists' many products were
sold tothe public. | tisa large two-story building with attic
of 5x2 bays with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-west) and a
cellar beneath the western half. The brick i slaid i nconmon
bond, with jack arches above wi ndows and doors, a corbelled and
dentllled cornice, and a brick watertable. W ndows are 8/12,
doubl e-hung sash; most, i fnot all , appear to be original andi n
the original frames (sills may be replacements). First floor
wi ndows have plain wood shutters with an iron closing mechanism
Doors are located on north and south elevations, set high, atthe

watertable, and have four-pane transoms. Like many other doors
in O d Econony Village, these are a flat 6-panel design. Door s
on the west end of thebuilding, at the second floor and attic
level, allowed forloading and unloading. The foundation i sof

dressed stone.

The four-room per floor with central hall plan matches that
of thetailor shop next door. Sone of the rooms serve as display
rooms and others as storage forlarge amounts of tools, equipment,
and bottles.

7. Baker House, Ol d Economy Village.
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A The was originally the house of Johannes Langenbacher
(nanme changed t o Baker), the Society's storekeeper and |ater tha
Society's Senior Trustee when founder George Rapp died i n1847.
Although the house was noved from its original site, several yards
to the west, i nthe 1950s when Route 65 replaced the River Road,
the property i s positioned i nrelation toits present site as i t
was positioned at its nearby historic site, and t he general en-
vironment of thenew site i ssimlar to that of theoriginal site.
As an elemeat of the O d Econony Miuseum restoration undertaking,
the house forms part of a restoration master plan, contributing
to theoverall Impact of the nuseum compl ex.
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8. Shed, Ol dEconony Village.
Contributing. Reconstruction c.1950.

During therestoration of O dEconony Village, this one-story,
wood shed was built along the lines of a then-extant original shed
outside the State-owned property. Because thereconstruction was
accurately executed as part of a restoration master plan forthe O d
Econony nuseum i ssited i nthehistorically correct relationship
to a Harmonist house, andi snowtheonly surviving exanple of
Harmoni st shed structure, it i sconsidered tobe a contributing
element of the district. The Harmonists constructed sheds behind
their houses toserve as stable, storage, workspace, and privy.
This one i shuilt of-plain wod lap-siding with a gable roof,
ridgepole running east-west. There arefixed, multi-paned sash
wi ndows and several single doors.

9. Lenz House, O dEconony Village.
Contributing. c. 1826.

TYPE A This differs from the standard type by having a two,
rather than three, bay facade. Myved a short distance and restored
as part of the nmuseum conplex, it was originally the house of
Jooat haa Leaz, one of the Society's trustees. I'ts present siting
mai ntains theoriginal spatial relationship of the house t o other
houses andt othe street. As aa elemeat of the O dEconony nuseum
restoration undertaking, thahouse forms part of a restoration
master plan, contributing totheoverall i1mpact of thenuseum
conpl ex.

10. War ehouse, O dEcononry Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Two-story, 3x1bay building with gable roof (ridgepole runs east-
west) of wood | apsiding of varied widths with a beaded |ower
edge. This i stheonly frame building with Its original clapboards
with beaded bottom edges intact. |t hadnot been used for many
years before therestoration, andretained considerable architec-
tural integrity. Wndows ar e6/6, double-hung; there i s a wide
central door on the south side. The interior rat.ilns excellent
integrity; a central supporting post has chanfered edges, as
seea oa thepilasters i nthe Feast Hall andthe Church. The
buildlag i sfilled with Harmoaist tools aad equipment.
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11. Great House. Ol dEcoaony Village.
Key. c¢. 1826.

The building served primarily as a residence f or George and
Frederick Rapp (andlater, the Trustees of the Society) and secon-
darily as the showplace of the Harnony Society. Visitors were
often entertained i nthis building by the Rapps.

This large residential building i scomposed of twoadjoining
sections: the long section facing Church Street known as t he
George Rapp House, andthe smaller, buttaller section, sited
perpendicularly toitonitsnorth end, known as the Frederick
Rapp House.

The George Rapp House was thefirst tobe built and consists
of a two-story, six-bay section flanked by one-story wings on the

north and south ends. Of brick laid i nFlemsh bond, it hasa
gable roof (ridgepole runniag north-south) truncated at the ends,
brick chimneys at theridgepole, hip-roofed dormers, a dentllled
brick cornice; anda dressed stone foundation. There i satwo-

story porch on the west elevation, facing the gardens, anda
1-1/2 story brick addition known as t he Vault Room built i n about
1858 t ohouse t he Harmonist safe. W ndows ar e 6/6, double hung
with brick jack-arch lintels. The mala entrance on the east ele-
vation has a pedimented frontispiece with fanlight; similar
flanking doors on thenorth andsouth wings have arched surrounds.

The interior of the house has been restored and features nore
el egant detailing than i s found i nthe typical Harmonist houses.
Three separate noney vaults arelocated i nthe basement of the
house: one beneath t he George Rapp section, and twobeneatht he
Frederick Rapp section. The latter section of the house was bhuilt
as thenorth wing of the George Rapp's house andi sa tall, 2-1/2
story gable-roofed building with bridged chimneys, dormers, and
stylistic elements not found on other Harmonist buildings. Ason
the Feast Hall andthe George Rapp section, thebrick i slaidi n
Flem sh bond, with large jack arches above wi ndows anddoors, and

a dentllled andcorbelled cornice. W ndows ar e 6/6 double hung
sash. The stone steps ar eunusually well-detailed, with a grace-
fully-curved bottom step. The south door has a four-pane transom

and a surround of grooved pilasters with "bulls-eye" coraer blocks
Its steps are also carefully carved.

The eight-room iaterior has been restored.

In the 1880s, theroof of the George Rapp sectioa was changed
to a simple gable andvarious other chaaijas were made. During
the restoration of Ol dEcononmy Village, the roof was rebuilt to
its original configuration. Numerous other restoration items
were undertaken at this tl"ae as well.
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12. Sunmer Kitchen, Ol d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing, c.1825, 1950.

A largely rebuilt one-story six-bay gable-roofed frame building
of wood siding with a beaded |ower edge. I't originally contained
a summer kitchen, workshop, tool and wood storage area, and chicken
coop. The kitchen area remained largely intact at thetime of
restoration and restored; theother rooms, however, were made into
modern restrooms.

13. Carriage House, Ol d Econony Village.
Contrlbutiag. c.13.30.

A tall, gable-roofed frame buildlag sited at thesoutheast corner
of thenuseum site with double doors located on thenorth side. | t
required restoration c¢.1950 toremove alterations nmde whent he
building was converted toa residence i nthe 1890s. The original
timber frame remained intact, however, and thasite i soriginal,
although thebuilding had been raised about four feet when a second
floor was added.

14, Garden Pavilion, Ol d Economy Village.
Noa- Contrl buting. Reconstruction c.1950.

A classical, hexagonal stone structure with arched openings nnd
a flat roof topped by six stone vases, sited at theceati®r of r.h>
Society garden. The pavilion was disassembled and an exact replica
built during themnuseum restoration because of theextreme deterior-

ation. Stone copies of theoriginal wooden roof finials were
mounted i n 1966 (the original wooden finials, carved by Joseph
Woodwel | of Philadelphia, arei nthenuseum). A plan i nt he Har.aoay

Society Archives shows that thepavilion was originally designed
with a hexagonal doned roof, but this i snot known t o have been

built, The garden pavilion was thefocal point of the Harmonists'

garden, called by one |andscape expert thenmst impressive garden

of its erawest of theAlleghenies. I't wiscreated and appreciated
for allegorical as well as aesthetic reasons, thebeauty ofthe

garden representiag thestate of Harnoay achieved through devotion
to God. (Specific structures, such as theGrotto aad the labyrinth
exhibit this idea more clearly.) The surrounding garden featured -
simple path system radiating froa thapavilion that divided the
garden into four sections containing a fan-shaped vineyard, ston-e
grotto, arbors, and numerous varieties of fruit trees, shrubs, ever-
greens, and flowers. (See also: Grotto, #15) .
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Grotto, Ol d Economy Village.
Contributing, c.1828.

Built as a place f ormeditation i na corner of the Society's
garden, theone-story, rough stone Grotto serves as an allegory

of Harmonist philosophy. The round structure i s 17" i n diameter
with a conical roof, originally thatched. Frederick Rapp built
the Grotto f or George Rapp, commissioning W lliamJenkins of Pitts-
burgh forthefine interior ornamental plaster work. The rough
exterior was intended t o suggest thesimplicity of the Harmonist
lifestyle;, therefined Interior, thebeauty of theHarmonists' pure
spirit. | ti stheonly example of t he Greek Revival style i n any

of theHarmonists' settlements.

Bake Oven, Ol d Econony Village.
Non- Coatributiag. Recoastrucclon.

A small brick aad wood ovea.

Robersoa House, Ol d Econonmy Village.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1828.

TYPE A Like thelenz house (#9), this differs from tha typical

Type A i nhaving a 2x2 bay configuration. I t was was noved onto
the rmuseum property from several blocks away. Though deteriorated,
it retains most of thebasic Harmonist features. |ts present siting,
however, bears little relation toitsorlglaal sitlag.

Utility Shed.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.

This one-story, gable-roofed building of board and batten siding
building was rebuilt along thelines of theoriginal, which housed
the Society's fire engine and other flre-fighting equipment.

Mai nt enance Building.
Non- Coatributlng. c.1965.

A frame structure of one-story built toconplement the Harmoni st
buildings while serving t hemaintenance needs of thenuseum compl ex.
It east and i sattached totheWarehouse.

Wat er punp, Ol d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing. Reconstruction.

This was reconstructed from early photographs of an original com
munity waterpump.
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21.  Waterpump, Ol d Econony Village.
Contributing, c.1825.

A partial reconstructionof an original punp based on early photo-
graphs. The iron work and thesite areoriginal, and this i s the
only remaining example of a Harmoaist waterpump, a remnant of the
Society's extensive town water system

22. Greenhouse, Ol d Econony Village.
Non- Contributing, c.1950.

A small, one-story brick building serving as a potting shed and
storehouse, fronts a raodern greenhouse extensions on the south and
east sides.

23. 70 12t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE B. Despite brick re-siding and other alterations, the
house maintains itsbasic Harmonist form and reinforces the street-
scape, anchoring thedistrict's southwest coraer.

24. 78-80 12th Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1870.

Two-story, slx-by-three bay frame double house, re-sided with
shingles and vertical siding. | t sdate of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built i nthelate 19th century
to house | aborers from outside theSociety. | t may not be on
its original site; i ti snot evident i nan overview photograph
of thedistrict of 1893.

25. 84 12th Street.
Non- Contributing, «c¢.1940

1-1/2-story bungal ow wedged between two Harmonist buildings.

26. 86-88 12th Street.
Non- Contributing. c.1870.

Two-story, slx-by-three bay frame double house, re-slded with
shingles and vertical siding. | t sdate of construction and pur-
pose uncertain, this was probably built i nthalnte 19th century
to house | aborers from outside theSociety. | t may not be on
its original site; i ti snot evident i nan overview photograph
of thedistrict of 1893.
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27. 98 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.
TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, thehouse remains an
| mportant element of the Harmonist streetscape, anchoring t he south-
west corner of 12t hand Church Streets.
28. 186 12t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.
TYPE A. A door has been added on t hestreet elevation. Gener -
ally, Integrity i sgood and theyard space i sintact. “Juin 8,
1830" i slinscribed i nmortar i nthe attic.
29. 189 12t h Street.
Contributing. c.1830.
TYPE B. Despite typical remodelling, thehouse remains an
| mportant element of t he Harmonist streetscape, anchoring thenorth-
east corner of 12t hand Church Streets.
30. 193 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.
TYPE B. |Important as an element i nthe Harmonist streetscape,
reinforcing theregular pattern of solid and void.
31. 194 12t h Street.
Contributing, <c¢.1830.
TYPE B. |Important as an elamant i nt he Harmonist streetscape,
reinforcing theregular pattern of solid and void.
32. 197 12t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1930.
2-1/2 story, brick Foursquare.
33. 198 12t h Street.

Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE B. The original wood siding i svisible beneath modern
alum num and wood siding. This building may have been nmoved about
ten feet whea adjacent Maplewood Avenue was laid out c.1905. | t
is sited uncharacteristically close totheneighboring Harmonist
house, yati tretains its original orientation tothestreet and
presently functions as an anchor of it sblock.
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34. 199 12t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B.

35. 278 12t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE D

36. 280 12t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE B. Unusually sited with its roof ridgepole perpendicul ar
to thestreet, matching theorientation of the Harmonist building
next door (building #35). | tretains its basic Harmonist formand
2x3 bay configuration.

37. 281 12t h Street (street address uncertain; taxparcel #11-04-502).
Contributing, <c.1826.

TYPE D Recently remodelled, though its basic dimensions and
form remain iatact, and it echoes a similar Type D building
directly across thestreet (building#35).

38. 283 12t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE B. This i stheonly Harmonist frame house i nthedistrict
that has not been covered with siding, and therefore gives an
especially good idea of theoriginal appearance of these houses.

39. Majestic Laundry & Dry Cleaning, 12t hand Merchant Streets,
Nort hwest ~corner.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A Chimey and wi ndows have been replaced; first floor has
been altered t oacconmmodate commercial use.

40. 1198 Merchant Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A l'ts integrity remains excellent andi t i sa continuation
of the Harmonist 12thStreet streetscape. M t hehouse's east end,
every other brick header i sblackened, creating a decorative pattern.
A German inscription i nthemortar i ntheattic reads "July 5, 1in

the year of God, 1330."
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41. 1219 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing. 1919.

Two-story brick commercial building, attached on its north
to a Harmonist house, 1221 Merchant Street.

42, 1221 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE A. Its architectural integrity has been Impaired on t

10-31-87

side

he

Merchant Street facade by alterations made t otransform the former

house into a commercial building. Nevertheless, its sitingi s
intact andreinforces the Harmonist town plan by anchoringt ha

mi ddle of the block. |t s Harmoni st design features remain Intact

on the exposed, north side elevation.

43. 284 Wagner Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. This i sa Harmonist building, (says the present

occupant), but a massive exterior remodelling has obscured any

Harmoni st features. A steep central staircase Inside i ssimilar

in steepness tothe typical Harmonist staircase. The building di*s

not appear on a Society map of 1858, however, aadits Harmoni st
authenticity hasyet t obe documented.

44, 1204 Church Street.
Noa- Contrl buting. c¢.1915.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

45, 1216 Church Street.
Contributing. c.1828.

TYPE A Unusual i nnot having a frame addition onits rear.

46. Wagner Street, east of 1216 Church Street.
Contributing. Date undetermined, probably c.1880.

Small, one-story frame shed with a gable roof andcovelap s

While its exact date i s unknown, it obviously dates totha Harioal;

period (probably late 19thceatury) aad features the sanme brac
wood hood seea over the doors of maay of the Harmoni st houses.
an additional Harmonist building type andone of the oaly rem
utilitarian structures it contributes totha district.

[dln.

kets,
As

ai nln,
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47, 98 13t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A Sone original window frames areintact. Has a rear
addition of later date.

48. 260 13t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

TYPE A Brick has been painted. Sone original window frames and
the original six-panelled door and frame oa t heeast end are i n-
tact. This i salso one of thefawhouses that retains at |east

part of its original garden/yard space.

49, 272 13t h Street.
Coatrlbuting. <c.1830.

TYPE C A one-story brick additioa oa thesouth end of the

building was t heSociety's last bakery, from 1903-1905, according
to theformer curator of Ol d Econonmy Village.

50. 273 13t h Street.
Contributing. <c¢.1830.

TYPE C Has been re-sided with asphalt.

51. 274 13t h Street.
Non- Contributiag. c¢.1920.

Two-story, aoa-Harmoal st house of coocrete block.

52. 276 13th Street.
Noa- Contrl buting. c¢.1910

2-1/2 story brick Dutch Colonial house.

53. 278 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing. ¢.1910

2-1/2 story brick Foursquare.

54. 284 13t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830

TYPE C Despite asphalt siding, thehouse i san important
visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape.
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55. 286 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910

Two-story frame Foursquare.

56. Mad Anthony's Bier Stube, Merchant Street and 13th Street,
sout hwest corner.
Contributing, c¢.1828.

TYPE A Has had alterations t o accommodate commercial use,
but its original form i sintact; soma original w adow frames ar e
intact on t hesecond floor.

57. 1240 Merchant Street (southeast corner of Merchaat & 13th Streets).
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A The corbelled cornice has been covered by wood soffit
and fascia with eave returns, and a two-story brick additioni s
on theeast end of t he house.

58. 308 13t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE A Despite an alumi num-clad soffit and fascia, thehouse
remai ns an important visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape.

59. 314 13t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE A Despite a two-story porch, added on t heeast end, the

house remains an important visual element i ntheHarmonist straat-
scape. There i sa one-story frame shed i ntha rear.

60. 316 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, early 20th century brick dwelling.

61. 322 13t h Street.
Contributing. 1830.

TYPE A Date of construction i sinscribed i nmortar i nthe attic
There i sa two-story brick addition on thesouth side.
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62. 328 13th Street.

Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, the house remains an i m
portant visual alaaant i nthe 13th Street streetscape, oneof the
most visually honogenous Harmonist blocks i nthe district.

63. 332 13t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Date unknown. This two-story, 2x2 bay frame building with gable
roof may be a converted Harmonist shed structure, but this has not
beeo substantiated.

64. 336 13t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Alterations similar t othose at 328 13t h Street (see
buildlag #62), but remains a significant visual element of t he
Har moni st streetscape.

65. St . John's Lutheran Church of Ol dEconony and Rectory,

1320 Church Street.
Key. c.1828-31.

The church's design i sattributed t oFrederick Rapp. Asthe
religious focal point of the Harmonist society, this i sthe nost
significant building outside of Ol d Ecoaonmy Village. Il tis also
oae of the fewbuildiags retaining good iaterior architectural
integrity.

0 3x5bays, andonetall story, thebrick church hasamulti-
storied clock andhbell tower at its west end, facing Church Street.
The main section of the church has a gable roofj its ridgepole
perpendicular t oChurch Street. l'ts red-orange brick i slaidi n
common bond, with jack arches above the large, 25-over-25 pane,
wood wi ndows, (most of which appear t obe orlglaal, althought he
sills have beeo replaced or covered with concrete). W ndows have

been added on t he east end. On the south elevatioa (aloag Creese
Street), there i s an arched w adow | atheceatral bayof thick,
multi-paaed clear glass. The wood soffit aadfascia have deatils
aad brackets on thenorth andsouth (side) elevations; the eaves
are returned on the east (end) elevation.
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66.

The tower has a first-story of stone, cut | a rectaagular
blocks, a three-story shaft of brick, aad a wide wood coralce
beaeath the clock tower, with bell-cast-roofed octagonal cupol a,
topped by a smaller matching cupola.

The interior integrity i sgood toexcellent. The barrel-
vaulted ceiling i sa Harmonist design feature seen also i ntha
Feast Hall. Tha vault "rests" on wood pilasters with chamfered
corners and simple cornices; these columns frame each wi ndow
bay. The flat-topped windows are set within shallow wall arches.
Most of the open-back pews are theoriginal. The altar, stained
glass, and organ are of later vintage. There i s a square balcony
centered oa the west side of the nave, with panelling and a railing

of turned posts. The nave i s attached on the north side tothe
| arge, newer part of the church, but theoriginal exterior north
wal |l has been retained. An elliptical window, one of the nost

sophisticated decorative features i nthe commualty, tops theceatral
door oa this elevatioa.

The clock tower has walls approximately 3" thick at the base.

Plaster walls oa the ground level give way to brick above. Much
of theoriginal staircase, heavily worn, i sintact. The operating
clock retains many of theoriginal pieces, and Isstill wound by
hand daily. The two bells, i nthatower above theclock, were

forged | aPittsbhurgh.

The modera church addition | s sited to the east of the Harmoni st
one, and a small, detached rectory i ssited on the sane | ot totha
north of the Harmoni st Church.

1398 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A Currently undergoing a complete restoration of the
exterior and a partial interior restoration. The recent removal
of thesiding on the shed additioa revealed that the timbers
used | acoastruction were numbered with Roman numerals i nthe
typical Harmoni st manner just as on the main sections of
buildings. This suggests that many of these shed additions may
have been built at tha same time, probably at a rather early
date when there were many Harmonists living i nthe distric!:.
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67. 14t h and Church Streets, northwest <corner.
Contributing. 1826.

TYPE A. Located at the major intersection of Econony, thisl s
the earliest dated brick house i nthe community. Mortar i n tha
attic on thawest gable endi sinscribed "My 8, 1826." The
building has been partially restored by Harmonle Associates, a
local non-profit organization which helps t osupport Ol dEconony
Village.

68. 267 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A. Interior hasgood integrity. Has a | arge, two-story
frame additioa on the rear (north) elevation, probably late 19th

century. The house i s wunusual forits large and relatively
finished basement. Because of i t s central location and early
date of construction, the basement of this house may have been
used f or storage of wine or other goods until the completion

of the community store andwine cellar.

69. 268 14t h Street.
Noa- Contrlbuting. c¢.1910.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

70. 270 14t h Street.
Coatrlbuting. c.1826.

TYPE A. A significant visual element i nthe Harmonist street-
scape.

71. 27114t h Street.
Contributing.

TYPE D Of uncertain age, this building nmay have been oa™ >f
the si xsingle-story frame houses bhuilt by the Society by |SIT]j

It has tha same north-south orientation andapproximate size. | t
I's known that i tserved as a doctor's office fora time, although
the store (i nOld Econony Village) also contained a doctor'>" ol flci
he nmap |abels this structure a "hospital." This one-story, gable
end-to-street configuration seems t ohave been conmon f or Harraonis
wor kshops and other small aoa-resldential buildings. I n the

Society's real-estate inventory of 1833, there i sa doctor's shop
listed Individually at $100.00.
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73.

74.

75.

272 14th Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1950.

1-1/2  story nodern brick house.

273 14th Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1900.

Two-story, frame building with a storefroat-type facade, sheathed
la alum aum siding.

274 and 280 14th Street.
Coatrlbuting. c.1825.

George Rapp, the Society's founder, lived in this house for a
short time immediately prior to the completion of the Great House
(on the grounds of the present museum conplex) |a 1826. In 1826,
this house was described as being elegantly furnished and having
Philadel phia wallpaper. It is a two-story, 6x2 bay building with
gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street, runniag aorth-
south. The exterior walls are covered with insulbrlck, there is
a wood soffit and fascia on door on the street elevatioa. There
s oae-story additioa on the east end, and a two-story rear porch.
Th?j ct))r[giknal foundation material has been covered by coacrete block
an rick.

277 14th Street.
Coatrlbuting. c.1825.

Prior to the erection of tha Great House, Frederick Rapp, Society
founder George Rapp's adopted son and the business |eader of the
Society, lived here. The house is a two-story, b5x2 bay buildlag
with gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 14th Street. There are
wood eave returns. Wndows are one-over-one, double-hung sash with
wood surrounds that appear to date c.1880. A single door is located
in a central bay on the street elevation. There are oae-story,
shed-roofed exteasioas oa the east aad west eads of the building.
The stone foundation is visible on the street elevation. Attached
to the rear of this house is a two-story, 3x2 bay house (facing
Boyleston Street) of wood covelap siding and gable roof, with its
ridgepol e perpeadicular to Boylestoa Street. |t does aot appear on
the Society map of 1858, and my have been erected to house outside
workers later in the 19th century.
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76. 285 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1920.

1-1/2 story stucco bungal ow.

77. 289 14t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1905.

Two-story frame building.

78. 291 14t h Street.
Coatributiag. c.1826.

OMB VO . 2024-002 8
Expires 10-31-87

" AN N \A

per MBS US* Oty
S/\/\*A"/\

Page 25

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type 3 house, yet r e-
mains a significant visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape.

79. 1401 Merchant Street (northwest corner Merchant

Contributing, c.1826.

& 14t h Streets)

TYPE A. A rear additioa, coaversloa tocommercial use, and
partial re-siding have diminished itsarchitectural integrity,
but i tremains obviously Harmonist, and serves as an | mportant

visual anchor forits block.

80. Croatian Clah, Marchant and 14th Streets, northeast coraer.

Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A~ Wndow alterations and a |large rear

in the 19208 when thebuildlag was converted
Duss (1860-1951), t heHarmony Society's |ast
in thi.3 house as aboy.

81. 309-1/2 14th Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE B. Abuts theSilver Lion I nnon its east

82. Silver Lion I na, 14th Street.
Non- Coatributiag.

Oae-story brick commercial buildlag.

83. 312 14t h Street.
Coatrlbuting. c.1826.

TYPE A Has been converted t ocommercial
ti mbering" has been applied.

addition were nmade
t o a bank. John S

| eader, Ilived

side.

use; sone "half-
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84. 316 14t h Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

Similar totheTYPE B house, but slightly larger, for unknown
reasons. A rear shed i slaterestiag forits sldlag of boards with
a beaded |ower edge. Accordiag toStotz, this was the typical
Harmoni st siding. This i stheonly place outside themrmuseum com
plex where it i si nevidence. The main house, despite its exterior
remodelling, 1 san Important visual elemeat | at he Harmoni st
streetscape.

85. 317 14t h Street.
Contributing. c.|826»

Similar totheTYPE B house, this I sslightly larger (like
building #84 above). Despite alterations, thebuilding retains
its conspicuous Harmonist three-by-two bay configuration, andl s
a sigalflcaat visual elemeat of t heHarmoaist streetscape.

86. 320 14t h Street.
Noa- Coatributing. c.1910

Two-story brick commercial building abutting a Harmonist bhiilldlag
to t he east.

87. 324 14t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1826.

TYPE B. There i sa one-story brick extension tothefront, but
the Harmoni st massing i slntact and t hebuilding reinforces the
Harmoni st streetscape as t hethird Harmonist house i nitsrow
along 14t hStreet above Merchant.

88. 1412-1414 Merchaat Street.
Contributing, c.1826.

TYPE A  The Harmoni st house abuts a modern structure (1412

Merchant Street) on its south side. l'ts siting reflectsthe
Harmoni sts' block deslga; it i ssituated i nthecenter of the
original block between 14t hand 15t h Streets and i sImportant as

a visual element i ntheHarmonist streetscape along Merchant Street

from l4th to 15th Streets.
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89. 1416 Merchaat Street.
Non- Coatrlbutiog. c¢.1910.
Coacrete block and frame Dutch Colonial house.
90. 1422 Merchant Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1940
Two-story, suburban-type brick house.
91. 70 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.
TYPE B. Despite typical alterations, i tremains ao | mportant
visual elemeat | at heHarmoaist streetscape. A small shed, possibly

Har moai st, i si ntherear.

92. 75 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but remains an important
visual element i nt heHarmonist streetscape.

93. 78 15t h Street.
Contributing, <c.1828.

Cae of a small nunber of five-bay Harmonist frame buildings of
two stories, with gable roof and ridgepole parallel tothestreet
aad two, oae-story exteasions on therear elevation. There | sa
central transomed door on thestreet elevation. I'tsalterations
are typical of theother Harmonist frame buildings, buti t contri-
butes nevertheless totheHarmonist streetscape by it soverall
form and siting, and adds tothadistrict's variety of Harmonist
building types.

94. 79 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.19707

One story, nodern frame house.

95. 84 15t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet r e-
tains Importaace as a visual elemeat of theHarmoaist streetscape.
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96. 85 15th Street.
Contributing, c. 1828.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet re-
tains |Importance as a visual element of theHarmonist streetscape

97. 89 15th Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1950.

One-story, ranch-style house

98. 90 15th Street.
Contributing, c 1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
[ mportance as a visual element of theHarmonist streetscape.

99. 91 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains
i mportance as a visual element of theHarmonist streetscape.

100. 92 15th Street.
Non- Contrlbutlng. c¢.1920.

l-1/2-8tory frame bungal ow.

101. 1427 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1824

O log construction, but similar tothebrick and frame
Harmoni st houses, this i sone of thefirst houses used bythe
Harmoni sts upon their arrival at Econony. According to the
former curator of theOl d Econony Village, this building was
noved onto thesite i nl1824 by t heHarmonists i norder t o house
workers as they erected other buildings. Now covered with siding,
tt retains |ts deeply recessed windows and general shape. It Is
one of only a fewof thefirst Harmoaist buildings that wasnot
subsequently replaced by a brick or frame structure i nthelate

1820s. Because it i ssited i nline with thelater Harmonist
houses, it reinforces theHarmonist streetscape and adds to the
variety of building types used by theSociety, | aadditioa to

aachoring itsblock by itssite at thesouthwest corner of 15th
and Church Streets.
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102. 1501 Church Street
Contributing, <c.1828

TYPE A The slightly bell-cast roofline i sunique i nthe
district. Overall lategrity i s good, with original window
frames and door location iatact

103. 100 15t h Street
Coatrlbuting. c.1828

TYPE B. Has typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains

i mportance as a visual element of the Harmonist streetscape.
104. 1500 Church Street
Contributing. <c.181l2.

This was one of the first buildings used by the Harmonists.
Formerly located on aoother site i nthearea, this house va-?
purchased by t he Harmonists and nmoved to its present site
in 1824 as a place f or Society founder George Rapp to live,
until another suitable building could be erected. (Rapp sub-
sequently noved to 274 14t hStreet and thaa the Great House.)
This was originally the hone of Ephralm Blaine, father of
James Blaine, the candidate f orpresident i n 1884, and the owner
of land sold to the Harmonists for their settlement.

After serving as George Rapp's temporary residence, the
building became the school house until 1884, when it wasr e-
placed by thebuildiog at 1515 Church Straat

Early photographs of the building before it was resided
show that theoriginal siding was wood of varying widths.
There was a 5x4 bay configuration, with slx-over-slx double
hung wi ndows and two small attic windows i neach gable end.

Described as a school house i nthe Society's 1833 inventory
of real estate, thebuilding was valued at $600.00, the sane
as one of the Harmonists' double houses.

2-1/2 stories tall, thebuilding now has a 5x2 bay config-
uration and i s sheathed with alum num siding.

105. 262 15t h Street

Non- Contributing.

Two-story, brick Spanish Colonial-style house.
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106. 264 15th Street.
Non- Contributiag.

1-1/2 story, frame bungal ow.

107. 269 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828

TYPE B Hss typical alterations of a Typa B house, yet retains

| mportance as a visual element of the Harmoaist streetscape.

108. 270 15th Street.
Coatrlbuting. 1824

This is a large, two-story wood/frame building of 5x3 bays,
with a gable roof, ridgepole parallel to 15th Street. Unusual
features of the house are the central doorway on the north
(street) elevation, which has a three-paaad transom and side-

lights, recessed within a paaallad surround, and the decorative
stone watertable on the front (north) elevation, with the stones

| aclsed with horizontal lines.

According to the former curator of Od Econony Village, thi
was perhaps the first building erected here by the Harmonists,

aod was bagua on My 8 1824, the day of their arrival. It

served as the Society's meeting-house until the completion of

the Feast Hall in 1828, and housed sone of the Harmonists wuatil

the famly houses were built. |t subsequently served as a granary
and a fireball. Although one source (the survey of 1977) states
that this is a log structure, it seens unlikely that a log buildlag
woul d have had a dressed stone watertable and door such as this.
Though the Insulbrlick siding has been on the house as long as the
current owner has owned it, he has no reason to think that the
structure is log underneath, and believes it is of simple wood Iap

siding.

The Society real estate inventory of 1833 lists an "old

S

granary with seller;" since, by 1833, the granary on the present
museum property ws completed, it's possible that this building
was the "old" granary referred to—mnine years old at that time.

It was valued at $400.00.

109. 271 15th Street.
Contributing, c.1828. '

TYPE B His typical alterations of a Type B house, yet retains

| mportance as a visual element of tha Harmonist streetscape.
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110. 275 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story, non-Harmonist, suburban-style brick house.

111. 274 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing.

Two-story nodera brick house.

112. 273 15th Street.
Coatrlbuting. c¢.1828.

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical fora Type B house, the
building reinforces theHarmonist streetscape.

113. 276 15t h Street.
Contrlbutiag. c.1828.

TYPE C (Cae of the fewbuildings of itstype, this adds to the
variety of Harmonist buildings i nthedistrict andreinforcest he

town plan.

114. 284 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c¢.1910.

Two-story brick Foursquare.

115. 285 15t h Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1910

Two-story frame Foursquare.

116. 286 15t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830

According tothe former curator of Ol d Econony Village and
an early map of the commualty, this was tha Harmonists' wagon
shop, and has been turaed 180 degrees oaitssite. As a uaique

buildlag type withla thedistrict andone of thevery feworiginal
Harmoni st wutllitariaa buildiags, it adds tothedistrict's variety

as well as reioforciag the Harmonist streetscape.

The 1-1/2story gable-roofed building i swider than it i s
long, with itsridgepole perpendicular tol5thStreet. The
roofline extends ontheeast end, giving thebuilding an asym
metrical configviratlon. A door i slocated off-center on the
street (north) elevation.
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117. 29115t h Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Despite alterations typical of a Type B house, this
remains an I mportant visual element of the Harmonist streetscape.

118. 1501 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. Has been covered with modern orange brick. The
first floor was converted tothe Star Grill bar aad resaurant,
now defunct.

A brick addition on thenorth side of thebuilding has a
gable roof.

119. 1426 Merchant Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A Has had sone alterations, but remaias aa | mportant
element i nthe Harmoni st streetscape; situated at the corner of
Merchant and 15t h Streets, i ti s oneof three Harmonist houses
remaining on corners of this intersection.

120. 1500 Merchaat Street.
Contributing. 1828.

TYPE A.  This house i sunusual i nlacking a shed additionand
retaining arelatively large amount of it soriginal rear yard.
Al'so, much of it sblock on Merchant Street hasa slate sidewalk.

Two wi ndows have been added on t he west end, andoneon t he

north side. The door on the east endi si nitsoriginal location
and possibly i tsoriginal frame. Another door i slocated on t he
west and andwas probably added i nthe late 19t hceatury. The stoae
foundation i svisible ontheeast, south, andwest elevations.

The interior of the house retains unusually good integrity,
with most of theoriginal walls andplaster intact andnuch of
the wood trim The surround of the door on the west end i s
Victorian, suggesting that i twas a late 19th cantury alter-
ation. "1828" i slascrlibed | aaortar | athe gable eadof the
attic.
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121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

1505 Church Street.
Non- Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE B. This building i sout of alignment with the surrounding

Harmoni st houses and rests on a modern foundation; i tmay have been
noved a short distance when Laughlin Streat, immediately to the
north, was Installed. | tretains its Harmonist bay configuration

only on thesouth side, and, due toi t ssiting, does not reinforce
the Harmoni st streetscape.

1514 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1884.

One of thelargest extant Harmonist buildings, this two-
story, 7x3 bay frame building was erected as a school for the
children who worked and lived at Economy. Now covered with
alum num siding. The carved stone steps on thefront are
iatact, representative of theHarmonists attractive stonework.

274 Laughlln Street.
Non- Contributing.

Small, non-Harmonist, one-story frame building reportedly noved
from another site.

1515 Church Street.
Contributing, c.1828.

TYPE A The house differs from t he TYPE A house only i n having
a 2x2 bay configuration. There i sno visible evidence of there
ever haviag been a third bay on thelong (north and south) sides.
Ot her houses with this configuration arethelenz House i n Ol d
Economy Village and 1216 Church Street. Brick i spainted; window
frames and a door frame appear t o be original.

68 and 70 16t h Street.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

A two-story, 6x2 bay frame building with gable roof, ridge-
pole parallel tol6th Street. According totheformer curator
of Ol d Econony Village, this was thetanner's shop for the
Society. Early maps and photographs show a granary i n this
area, with thetannery across thestreet, suggesting that t ha
building may have been moved tothis site at a later time. | t
is similar i nsize and plan t o 260-264 16t hStreet. Because. | t
is a rare remaining shop building of theSociety, has reasonably
good architectural Integrity and adds tothearchitectural diver-
sity of thedistrict, and i sappropriately sited, i t contributes
to the district.
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126. 72 16t h Strait
Non-Contributing, c¢.1905.

Two-story, non-Harmonist frame house.

127. 74 16t h Street
Contributing, c.1830.
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TYPE B. Has been covered with brick, and the2 x 2 bay con-
figuration may have been an alteration. Nevertheless, i ti s an

i mportant visual elemeat of this block, which

houses.

128. 78 16t h Street
Coatrlbuting. c¢.1830.

retalas

Si X Harmoni st

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yetremains an importaat

visual element i nthis block of si xHarmoni st

129. 84 16t h Street
Contributing. c.1830.

houses.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yetremains an |Important

visual element i nthis block of si xHarmoni st

130. 90 16t h Street
Contributing, c.1830.

houses.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, yet remains an important

visual element i nthis block of si xHarmoni st

houses.

131. 1599 Church Street (southwest corner, 16th & Church Streets).

Contributing, <c.1830.

TYPE B. Although i tsfirst floor has seen conversiontoa

storefront and commercial space, thebuilding
for therowof similar Harmonist houses (all Type Bs) that line this

block of 16th Street

132. 260 and 264 16t h Street
Contributing, c¢.1830.

Two-story, frame house of 6x2 bays with gable

i san i mportant

roof, ridgepole

parallel tothestreet. Two wood sheds arelocated i nthe rear
one of these faces Church Street. Both have gable roofs and

narrow | apsiding. According totheformer

curator of Ol d

anchor
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Econony, this was t hacooper's shop forthe Society. It is
simlar i nsize and design tothetanner's shop at 68-7016th
Street. This nmay have been t he house of thecooper and hi s
hel pers as well as hi swork area. The 1833 real estate inven-
tory of theSociety lists a cooper's shoo, but values i t at
only $100.00, rmuch less than thetypical $600.00 value of a
large frame house such as this one. Perhaps thesmall rear

133.

134.

135.

sheds ware t heactual coopers work area. The Society's coopers
produced thewine casks, sonme of which remain i nthewine
cellar beneath theTailor Shop.

288 16t h Street.
Contributing, c.1830.

TYPE B. Has typical alterations, but i srecognizably Harmonist
and serves t oanchor thenortheast corner of the district.

16t h and Merchant Streets, northwest corner.
Contributing, c¢.1830.

TYPE A Attached toa modern commercial building on its west
side and adapted f orcommercial use on its first floor. Neverthe-
l ess, he house i sone of thefewthat retains it soriginal gable-end
roofline configuration, with its narrowtrim board.

296 16t hStreet (southwest corner of 16t h & Merchant Streets).
Contributing, c.1829.

TYPE A Brick has been painted, has other typical alterations.
The owner reports that "1829" i sinscribed i nthehouse's attic.
The house i srelatively unusual i nretaining nuch of its original
yard.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _x- architecture education military social/
1700-1799 JC- art engineering music humanitarian
X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
o 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1724-1905 Builder/Architect The Harmony Society

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Econony National Historic Landmark, enconpassing the remaining
buildings of the Harnmoay Society's nost successful settlement at

Econony, Peaasylvaaia, i ssigalflcaat as the nost conplete site of this
i mportant comunitarian sect which had a sigalflcaat inpact oathe
comrercial, ladustrial, aad fiaaacial worlds of 19th ceatury America aad

an iateroatioaal Impact oa social reformers of the era. At Econony, the
Har nony Society achieved aational recogaltlon for its wool, cotton, aad
silk iadustrles aad was kaowa aatloaally | aits comercial aod flaanclal

activities, lacludiag its . ploaeerlag role inthe oil industry aadits
role | athe coastructloa of several railroads, anbag them the Pittsburgh
aad Lake Erie. Its three prosperous settlements at Harnoay, PA New

Harnoay, IN, and finally at Ecoaony served as nodels for other 19th
century Utopian groups such as the Shakers, the Arana Society, aadthe
Zoarltes. Prom aeat social reformers aad iatellectuals iaflueaced by
the Society's successful comuaal l|ifestyle loclude Robert Onea, Hegel,
Byroa, aad Goethe. The Society's extraordiaary productivity testifies
both to the dedicatioa of its menmbers—who practised pacifism comunal
sharing of property aad wealth, aod celibacy with a pietistic belief in
Christ's Secoad Com ng--and to the nagaetismof |eaders Ceorge aad
Frederick Rapp, who were the Society nenbers' iatercessorswith the
outside world. e of the longest-lived of the naay 19th century
comuai tarlaa sects, the Harnobay Society was eveatually weakeaed by the
deaths of Frederick aad George Rapp | a 1834 and 1847, the Industrial
revolution, and a dl mnishiag populatloa. I n 1905, one huadred years
after its incorporation, the Society was officially dissolved. The
remai ni ng Harnoai st buildings, conprising the National Historic
Landmark, are a physical l|egacy of the Society's mbst successful period.

Germaa pietists from the Wirttenberg area, the Harnoal sts followed
George Rapp to Anerica | a 1804-1805 to secure religious freedom Like
other pietist groups, they believed | aa nmore direct relatioaship with
Gd than provided for inLutheran orthodoxy, and sought to mnimze the

role of the church, its cerempaies, aad its dognma. Their somewhat
mystical faith was based heavily oa the Book of Revelatioas aad
gal vaai zed by "Father" Rapp's nmgaetismas spiritual |eader/prophet. It

held that Christ's retura to earth would restore maakind to its original
pure, androgynous nature. There was coasiderable coafllct withla the
Society over certala teaets—the sharing of wealth and practice of
celibacy, | aparticular—aad CGeorge Rapp and hi s adopted son, Frederick,
have beea criticized as beiag dictatorial, uu-Chrlstian, aad even cruel
la their treatmeat of Society nenbers aad nmaageneat of the Society's
weal t h. The merits of the Society's philosophy aad nmaaagemeat aside,
the Harnoal sts were able to conblae a religious lifestyle with aa
extraordi aary degree of ecoaom c success.
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Econony's productivity was based mainly on Industry, rather than on
agriculture, i ncontrast t othe Harmonists' earlier settlements at
Harmony (1805-1815) and New Harmony (1815-1824). This i sreflectedi n
the acreage of Econony, the smallest of the three settlements, with
approximately 3,000 acres.

Fueled by a skilled, yet unpaid, |I|abor force that coasldered
productivity a duty t oGod, Econony's industries supplied the Harmonists
and aoa-Harmonlsts alike | athe 1820s through 1840s. Sold undert he
nane of Frederick Rapp, the Society's business manager and |l eaderi n
temporal affairs. Harmonist goods were widely distributed on the East
Coast andthroughout the Ohio andMississippi Valleys by business agents
for the Society i nmst of themajor cities. Several of the Harmoal sts
themselves travelled from city t ocity handling arrangements with
agents, nmost notably Frederick Rapp (1786-1834) who has been called "one
of themost influential andpowerful maaufacturers andprivate bankers
of theUnited States."1. Orlgiaally trained as an architect and stone
mason, Rapp was cultured, well-travelled, andacquainted with and adept
at dealing with prom nent American businessmen andpoliticians. | n
1828, when Ecoaony's iadustrles were thriving, Frederick Rapp was askad
to address the United States House of Representatives' Commttee on
Manufacture oa the methods and' business of thewool industry. Led by
Rapp, the Society was Influential i nchampioning the protection of
domestic industries during the 1820s when there was considerable debate
over howt odeal with strong foreign competition.

Wool andcotton manufacture domi nated Economy's industries i n the
1820s and 1830s, duriag which time the Society had "avirtual monopoly
of cotton andwoolen yarn andcloth on the Upper Ohio."2 The Harmonists
built andpurchased machinery which was state-of-the-art; combined with
high quality rawmaterials, such as the Merino sheep wool which tha
Harmoni sts helped introduce tothis country, anda diligent |abor force
with relatively good working conditions, the endproduct was of suparlor
quality. The steam powered mill (the Society was anong the first to
introduce steam t oactually oowar their Industries) was capitalized at
$30, 000 and brought increasing profits | atha 1827-1831 period. $84,571
worth of wool products were produced i n1831. Thecotton mill,
capitalized at $25,000, produced approximately $22,000 worth of goods
annually with profits of twelve tofifteen percent. Products from both
iadustrles includad wool aadcottoa yarn, broadcloth, sheeting,
bl aakets, satlaet, wool flaaaels, felt (for hats), hats themselves,
casslaets, linseys, chambray, andhenp for rope.

Silk manufacture begaa | athe late 1820s at Econony and flourished
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through the 1340s, despite financial instability and a national
depression in 1837 which resulted in poor business conditions for some
time thereafter. George Rapp and his granddaughter, Gertrude, brought
experts in the cultivation of silkworms to Economy to learn the industry
first-hand; by 1843 there were extensive mulberry plantations at
Econony. In an account of the Harmonists in "The Silk Culturist" of
October, 1836, Economy silk was called "'the best w have seen of
American manufacture'".3

Ot her popular goods produced by the Society included wine, beer,
whi skey, flour, and shoes. To promote the Society's industries
Frederick Rapp travelled widely, meeting with merchants in Baltimore,
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston. The large volume of business
correspondence in the Harmony Society Archives testifies to his
wi de-ranging business contacts. Enhancing the Harmonists' reputation as
manufacturers was the fact that they had built three separate
communities in tw states and, therefore, contributed significantly to
several local econom es over the course of thair existence.

Tha Society amassed considerable assets from its industrial

ventures (estimates as early as the 1830s ranged from half a million to
nmore than two million dollars), but its financial ascendance parallalal
its industrial decline. Frederick Rapp's death in 1834 was a blow to
the Society's commercial activities. Ot her combined problems such as
the rapidly aging population, a wool industry which had never fully
recovered froa a major fire in 1833, and the obsolescence of machinery
which had once been state-of-the-art could not be overcome. In the

second half of the century, therefore, the Society turned to investments
to provide the necessary income both for the operation of the community
and for the Society's anticipated return to .Terusalem upon Christ's

return. As Arndt points out, the change was merely "from comrunal work
to communal investments."4
Finance was not new to the Society; it had previously loaned noney

to the Stata of Indiana and the cities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny.

The Society was considered to be not merely stable financially, but rich
and munificent. In fact, a lawsuit against the Society that went to die
us Supreme Court (one of many lawsuits brought against the Society,
most of which the Society won) revealed that In 1846 the value of
Society property was $901, 000. In addition to this was a secret fund
amassed by George Rapp between 1834-1844, known as the "church fund,"
consisting of over $400,000 in gold and silver withdrawn from Harraonis:
bank accounts in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Louisville. Skeptical >
tha US  government's financial stability following Andrew Jackson's
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veto of the US Bank Charter i n 1833, Rapp decided to secret a fund of
cash i nvaults i nhi s basement, foruse by the Society when it returned
to Jerusalem.  Wien fiscal m smanagenment | edthe Society toward
bankruptcy i nthe 1890s, this fund was drawn upon by Rapp's succesors to
pay the Society's mounting debts.

The Society's Investment i ntheoil industry during the1861-1892
period was of particular significance and, fora time, greatly
profitable. The Society drilled wells on some of the 6,000 acres |t
owned i nnorthwestern Pennsylvania and refined oi | that was considared
tha best on the market. The oi | pipeline they constructed was one of
the earliest. The Society had sufficient financial and political clout
to block a threatening oil-pipeline bill wuntil it Included a clause

protecting their rights and enabling them to build a private pipeline
across the Allegheny River.

The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad, financed by the Society and

managed by Society Trustee Jacob Henrici from 1881-1884, linked the
Pittsburgh area to the main railroad lines from Chicago to New York, ail
hence was of imrense importance to the subsequent industrial devel opment
of theregion and ladirectly theindustrializing nation. | n 1884,

Henrici sold therailroad to the Vanderbilt family for $1,150,000.

Charles Stotz, restoration architect of Ol d Ecoaonmy Village and
architectural historian of western Pennsylvania, has written that the
Harmoni sts "established i nwestern Pennsylvania theonly truly
homogenous community of which any tangible evidence remains."5 The
buildings of Economy, preserved on their original sites, are an
| mportant collection of a peculiar architectural style exhibiting early

19th century construction methods and craftsmanship. Indeed, tha slta
surpasses similar historic communities i nthe nunber and range of
original buildings that are intact. Very few of the buildings outside

the Ol d Econony Village complex have had any kind of restoration aal
henca possess great potential for future architectural and
archaeol ogical investigation.

Though Frederick Rapp, towhom the design of all the Society's
maj or buildings i scredited, was dateralned to build "inthe American
manner," the Harmonist buildings ara a recognizable blend of Americaa
and German elements and, as such, are unique. The entire group i s a
rare exanmple of a planned community, providing insight into the way the
Harmoni sts lived. Their predominantly practical plan—a grid coatalnlng
both public and private areas, with factories and fields onthe
outskirts and houses and essential services at thecenter— reflected
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the Society's commtment to a simple but efflclaat Iifestyle, The
coastructloa of their buildiags shows coacara for both practicality and
appearance. The Feast Hall, Great House, and church share several

architectural features that bear evidence to a fine sense of proportion
and detail.

The infrastructure of the town was as well-detailed as tha
buildings. The water system, fad from water on the eastern hillside,
ran through pipes of hollowed out logs carafully fitted together, and
served every part of the town via several punps. Commnity bake ovens
were distributed throughout the town, and a steam |aundry served the
entire coanunity.

Most of Econony's unique and i mpressive |andscape features have,
unfortunately, been lost. The landscape that exists today is only a
representative of what once existed--a deer park with Virginia deer,
labyrinths, a second pavilion, and plants and flowers trained to grow in

el aborate patterns. Grape vines, now prasant only on the buildiags
within the nmuseum complex, oace were trained to grow oa al | of the
houses, where they were watered by caa-off from the roofs. The heavy

devel opmeat of the outskirts of Economy in the early 20th century
destroyed sone features; the present garden at O d Economy Village,
while retaining tha important Pavilion and Grotto structures, has seen
extensive restoration. The original town lay-out remains discernable
however, and is a major contributing feature of the district today.

Three archaeological studies have been undertaken at Econonmy in the
last twenty years, two of them on the grounds of the O d Economy Village
compl ex. Relatively narrow In scope, these studies did not produce new
information of great significance about the Society's activites, though
artifacts were uncovered. These consisted primarily of places of
earthenware and gl ass. The third study concerned a community bakery
site on 13th Street, where remains were uncovered of a foundation, a
chimney, and gate, along with pottery shards, nails, and two |Indian
artifacts. Because the archaeological potential would seem to be
greatest In the Harmonist domestic and work areas outside the
museum -the area that has seen the least investigation to date--the
archaeological potential of the district remains considerable.

Throughout it sexistence, the Harnmony Society was the object of
regular and close scrutiny from travellers, writers, economists
| awyers, merchants, would-be followers and iialtators. As the Society's
most prosperous and final honme. Economy received the greatest attention
and publicity. The attention was a function both of the unusual
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simultaneously conmmunal andcapitalistic lifestyle of the Society, and
of thereligious andsocial ferment in Europe, England, andAmericai n
the early 19th century. Numerous pietistic religious groups formedi n
that era, particularly in Germany where a revolution occurred i n 1848.
George Rapp was celebrated at his death i n1847 i nthe Pittsburgh Daily
Morning Post as "the greatest Communist of the Age" i nt he sane year
that Marx and Hegel, the latter a contemporary of Rapp's from the sane
part of Germany, began wrltluij The Communi st Manifesto . German Utopian
communi st William Welthrig, who fled the German revolution hoping to
establish "Conmuaia" i nlowa, wrote at |length about Econony i n 1851.
The French writer Louis Cortambert spent eleven months at Econonyi n
1839-40, producing a French account of the Society. Goet he, Rudyard
Kipling, andByron al | wrote of the Society, the latter devoting four
stanzas of Canto XV of "Don Juan" t o George Rapp andhis societyof
celibates.

Travellers, often well-known or distinguished figures, wrote
accounts of visits t othe Society's settlements, many of which ware
published i nnewspapers and journals here and abroad. e of the
garliest, John Melish's 1812 account of Harmony, PA which appearedi n
"Travels Through the United States of America" was reviewed at lengthi n
British magazines, andled t oRobert Oanmen's relationship witht he
Society. Onen subsequently purchased t hetown of New Harnmoay, | Nwheo
the Society left there t oestablish Ecoaony.

In itsrelationship with other communal sects, the Harmony Society
was inspirational, offering practical advice and sometimes financial
assistance t othe many other sacts with whom i t communi cated. Friendly
relations were maintained with the Shakers, the Amana Society, and t he
Zoarltes, with the Harmonists giving assistance in matters of industrial
production. Loans were extended t othe Hutterlans i nthe Dakotas and
the Or alLabora in Michigan. One ill-fated alliance was witht he
so-called Count Leon, who i n1831convinced onethird of the Harmonists
to withdraw from the Society andestablish a separate community under
his rule, an event afterwards referred t oas the Schism

In sum the Harmony Society provided a powerful example of conmunal
life that was widely known and seminal i nitsimpact in an era of
political andeconom c experimentation. As Philadel phia economi st
Matt hew Carey observed in The New Olive Braach of 1820, even beforet he
Harmoal sts had established Economy, "' Thehistory of the world may be
exam ned in vain for any instance of such rapid strides nade by any body
of men, wholly unaided by bounties, praialau.s, loans, or ammunitles from
government . The Harmoni sts ware true practical econom sts.'"6 Such was
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the fascination the Society held for others.

h aregional andlocal scale, the Society also had wide-ranging
| mpact . The Econony Hotel (no longer extant) served a large nunber of
travellers, who stopped at this well-known spot alongthe
Pittsburgh-Beaver Road. Many of thetravellers' accounts were written
by visitors tothe hotel.

Investments which hadregional impact include timbering i nWarren
County, where a large sawm || was | aoperatioa, aadcoal mningi n
Beaver County, where the Society owned nearly 1,000acres andmned from
the 1850s until 1880, shipping nmost of the coal west. The town of
Beaver Falls, also i nBeaver County, was laid out and pronoted by
building a bank andseveral factories, al |l financed by t he Society.
Geneva College i slocated at Beaver Falls duetotheefforts of the
Society. The Society operated the Harnmony Brickworks andthe Econony
Planing Mill Conpany i nBeaver Falls, both active ¢.1890. | t Invested
in four other local railroads besides thePittsburgh & Lake Erie.

The Society was particularly importaat t othe econony of
Pittsburgh, where i t purchased machinery andgoods i t could aot |aake
itself (such as twosteamboats i t hadbuilt i nthe 1820s), conducted
much of it s banking, figured i nlocal politics, andlnvested i nvarious
enterprises, one of which was the Pittsburgh Point Bridge GConpany of
which Jacob Henrici was a director.

Debts accumulated i nthe Society's final decades, duet ot he dem se
of industry, mounting expenses, and sone badinvestments. John S Duss,
the last active Trustee, presided over a handful of remaining nmenbers,
parlaying t heSociety's nanme andreputation Into a lucrative caraer for
himself as leader of t he"Economy Band" i nt hel890s, using a giant and
dwarf from P.T. Barnumi s circus as advertislg gimmcks. | n1903, he
conducted at Madison Square Garden andalso | edthe Metropolitan Opera
House Orchestra on a tour of theWest. All of this perpetuatedt he
publicity the Harnmpay Society had always received, but | aa weirdand
incongruous context. Duss resigned as Trustee i n 1903i nfavor of hi-:
wife. Two years later, Ms. Duss formally dissolved the Society which
then hadoaly three Ilviag nenbers. A subsequeat |engthy and
controversial legal battle resulted i nthe State of Peaasylvaaia
"inherltiag" the acreage aadbuil diags of the preseat nuseum Ol d
Ecoaony Village while therest of thetow was sold privately.

Slace thedissolution of the Harnony Society, Econony has becone
part of the larger, 20th century industrial town that supplanted it .



OMS .Vo. 2024-0028
NPS Fonn 10-900-a Expires 20-32-87
(342)

United States Department off the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Economy National
Continuation shet Historic Landmark ltem number 8 Page 8

Ambri dge. Tha restored museum compl ex provides an intellectual context
for understanding the Harmony Society's beliefs and history. The

Har moni st houses and other Society buildings outside the nuseum
encompassed by the National Historic Landmark, provide a nmore complete
physical document of the Society and itsway of Ilife.

1 Arndt, Economy on the Ohio, p.xviii.

2. "The National Importance of Ol d Econonmy and the Value of its
Restoration," uapublished report submitted by Dr. Cecil K Byrd,
Chairman, Indiana University; Dr. James H Rodabaugh, Ohio
Historical Society; and Dr. Clyde C Walton, Illonois State
Historical Society, August 15, 1957.

3. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmony Society, 1785-1847, pp.579-80.
4. 1bid, p.603.

5. Stotz, Early Architecture of Western Pennsylvania, p. 194.

6. Arndt, George Rapp's Harnmoay Society, 1785-1847, p.229.
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Beginning on the west side of thedistrict at thenortheast corner of
Route 65 and 13t hStreet, proceed east along thenorth side of 13th Straat
to a point opposite 98 13th Street. Crossing the street due south, follow

the west and south property lines of 98 13th Street, continuing east i n a
straight line across Church Streat t oa point on thaeast side of the
street. Proceed south tothe southeast corner of 12t hand Church Streets.

Proceed due west across Church Street, andfollow the south side of [2th
Street toitsiatersectioa with Route 65. Follow thewest and south
property lines of 70 |2th Straat, andcontinue east along the south
property lines of all the properties facing 12t hStreet, continuing to a
point on the west side of Merchant Straat. Proceed north along Merchant
Street toa point opposite the south property line of 1198 Merchant
Street. Crossing Merchant Street i n a straight line, follow the south,
east, andnorth property Unas of 1198Merchant Street, continuing west
across Merchant Street tothenorthwest corner of Merchant and 12th

Streets. Proceed north along the west side of Merchant Street t oWagner
Street. Here t he boundary crosses Wagner Straat t olaelude the Harmoni st
building at 1221 Merchaat Street, andreturns tothe south side of Wagner
Street. Proceed west along Wagner Street t oa point opposite the east

property line of 1216 Church Street. Crossiag the street due north,
follow the east property line of 1216 Church Street tothe south property
line of 272 13th Street. Proceed east along t he south property lines of

all the properties facing 13thStreet, continuing east across Merchant
Street, following the south property lines of all of the properties facing
13th Street t othe southeast corner of the property of 336 13th Street.
Follow the east side of this property north t ol3thStreet. Proceed west
on the south side of 13thStreet, crossing Merchant Street andthen Church
Street, tothe southwest cornar of 13t handChurch Streets. Proceed north
in a straight line across 13thStreet, continuiag north toa point
opposite thenorth side of Creese Street. Here t he boundary turns due

east tolnclude thaproperty of St. John's Lutheran Church, with a jog to
the south t olnclude the Harmonist building at 273 13th Street. The
boundary follows tha east property line of the church tothe south
property line of 274 and 280 14t h Street. Following their south and east
property lines, continue north i na straight line across |4th Street to a
point. Proceed east along thenorth side of 14t hStreet, crossing
Merchant Street, t oa point opposite 312 14t h Street. Proceed due south
across l1l4thStreet andfollow the west and south property lines of 312
14th Street, continuing east along the south property lines of those
buildings facing 14t hStreet t otha southeast corner of 324 14t h Streat.
Follow the east andnorth property Haas of this parcel, continuing west
on 14t hStreet t oa point opposite 317 14th Street. Proceed due north
across 14t hStreet andfollow the east and north property lines of 317
14th Street, contlnuiog west along the south side of Boylestoa Straat,
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crossing Merchant and Church Streets, tothewest side of Church Street.
Proceed north along thewest side of Church Street toa point opposite the
south property liiia of 100 15t h Street. Proceed east across Church Street
la a straight liae, continuing east along thesouth property lines of al |
the properties facliig I5th Street tothesoutheast corner of 286 15th
Street. Proceed north along it seast property line, continuing north
across |5th Street i na straight line toa point on thenorth side of tha
street. Proceed east along thaaorth side of 15th Street, crossing
Merchant Street, tothenortheast corner of 15th and Merchant Streets.
Proceed south across 15th Street i na straight line, continuing south
along thaeast side of Merchant Street tothesouthwest corner of the
property of 1412 Merchant Street. Follow t hesouth and then t he east

property lines, continuing north along theeast property lines of al | of
the properties facing Merchant Street, continuing across 15th Street i na
straight line tothenortheast corner of 1500 Merchaat Street. Procaal

due west, crossing Merchant Street, and follow thesouth side of Laughlia
Street toa point opposite thewest property line of 289 Laughlln Street.
Proceed west i na straight line tothesouthwest corner of theproperty of
288 16t h Street. Proceed east i na straight line along thesouth property
lines of 288 and 296 15t h Street tothewest side of Merchant Street and
proceed north tothecorner of Merchant and 16th Streets. Here t he
boundary jogs north tolnclude parcel #12-05-516 (noaddress), returns to
the south side of 15th Street, and proceeds west along 16t h Streat across
Church Street tothenorthwest corner of thaproperty of 68 and 70 16t h

Street. Follow t hewest and south property lines of this parcel,
continuing east along thesouth property lines of al | of the properties
facing 16th Street, crossing Church Street i na straight line tothe east
side of thestreet. Here t heboundary follows t heeast side of Church

Street tothesoutheast corner of Church and Laughlin Streets, with a jog
to thewest toinclude 1515 Church Street on thewest side of the street.
From t hecorner, proceed west across Church Street i na straight [liia,
continuing west along thesouth side of Laughlln Street tothenorthwa”-
cornar of 75 15th Street. Follow t hewest property line south, contlaulag
across 15th Street toa point on thesouth side of thestreet. Procael
west along 15th Street tothenorthwest corner of 70 I5th Street. Folliw
the west property line tothenorth edge of the Ol d Econony Village
property (parcel #12-01-301). Follow t heproperty line west and then
south tothepoint of origin.
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BAUNDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON:

The boundaries of thahistoric district were selected to include all
of theconfirmed extant Harmonist buildings that are on their original
sites and to exclude as many non-Harmoai st buildings as possible.

(Several Harmonist buildings within thedistrict were noved from other
sites.) The Harmonist buildings are defined as those built by or for the
Harmoni sts during the period of the Society's existence at Econony,
1824-1905. Most of these buildings were constructed i nthe 1829-1840
period, but some date to the latter part of the 19thcentury when the
Society was aging rapidly and required different types of buildings.
Because t he Harmoninsts built thair community as an integrated whole, each
confirmed Harmonist building retaining a basic level of integrity is
considered cootributingtothesignificance of the district.

The irregularity of thedistrict boundary i sdue to thenature of
post-Harmoni st devel opmeat. After 1905, much of tha Harmony Society's
property was sold to developers who were |laying out the new adjacent steel
town of Ambridge. Wagner, Creese, Boylestoa, and Laughlin Streets were
inserted between theexisting Harmonist numbered streets, and the new |ots
were quickly filled with houses. Most of the Harmonist yard lots were
also sold off, forhouses, at this time. The result i sa juxtapositionof
two types of architecture: thenineteenth century buildings of the
Harmoni sts, and the modest, early twentieth century workers' houses of
Ambridge. The district boundary consequently extends, finger-like, to
include theremaining Harmonist streetscapes (along with the
noa-contributing houses built between Harmonist ones) but exclude tha
pO3t-1905 streetscapes.

A large vacant | ot between Laughlin and 16t hStreets north of Church
Street has been included, because excluding it would mean |eaving a group
of three Harmonist houses at thenortheast corner of this lot Isolated
from therest of thedistrict as a discontiguous group. Another vacant
lot at thenorthwest corner of 12thand Merchant Streets has been
Included, i norder that thecontributing Harmonist house with excellaat
architectural integrity across Merchant Street (#1198) would be a
contiguous part of the district.

The sites of three archaeological studies which have been undertaken
in thedistrict arelocated within the boundaries discussed here, two of
them on t he grounds of thenuseum i nthevicinity of the Feast Hall and
the Grotto, and a third on I3th Street.

Laadscape features such as gardens, orchards, Jlabyrinths, a deer
park, etc. that ware oace part of the commualty are no |longer extant, with
the exception of thelargely recreated garden of Ol d Economy Village.

Ot her landscape features were |located outside the proposed district oa
land that has now baan densely developed forresidential and commerci al
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use, or within thedistrict on land which has since baaa developed. The

only significant landscape features remaining, than, ar eencompassedi n
the boundaries discussed here.
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0ld Economy

Dear Senator Clark:

It is a pleasure to inform you that the historic sites described
in the enclosures have been found to possess exceptional value
in commemorating or illustrating the history of the United States.

These sites have been evalusted by the Advisory Board on Netional
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Momuments through studies
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings,
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I have
approved the recommendations of the Boaxd.

As explained in the enclosed folders, these sites are eligible
%0 receive certificates and bronze plagques designating them as
Registered National Historic Landmexks. The Director of the

National Park Service will notify the owners and provide them
with the proper spplication forms,

In recognizing the historical importance of these sites in your

State, we wish to commend the owners for the care and preservation

of these properties,
Sincerely yours,
(Sg0) lewart L. Udall

Secretary of the Interior

Hon., Joseph 8. Clexk
United States Senate

Washington, D. C,

Enclosures

ce:

xRegtmmacodores kaney
[ Mr. Iittleton
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H3U-RE

Honm. mlliam e Serantcn '
. Govérnor of Pénnsylvania
. Haxrisburg, Penmylvania

I)w Govmar Scmntea

It 15 8 plea&ura to inform you that the E&atm State :@nite.ntia.ry
énd Old Economy, described briefly in the énclosures, heve been

\féun& “possess exceptional value in commemorating or illustrating
the history of the United States, and ere ‘thus &nﬁible fer Rezis-~
tration as Eational Historic Ianﬂmar!ﬁaa

The Bastern State Penitantim aa& om Ecamm’ vere se}.eetad through
studies prepared by the Eatiaﬁa}. ‘Swrvey of Histordic Sites and Build-
ings; evaluated by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic
8ites, Buildings, and Kmmmw, and approved by the Seerstary of
the therior in accordsnece wi‘th tiw Eisteric Sites Act of August 21,
1935+

As explained in the enclosed f@lﬂers, Fotiohal Landmark designation
{5 an honorary récognition. ILandmark ceptificates end bronge .
plagues ave présented to the owners or administrators of eligidle
sites upon epplication end agréément to adhere to glmple preservation
practices. If you wieh to apply for the certificates end plaques,
copids of the eppliceticn form are enclosed. These should be com-
pleted in triplicaté for sach Landmavk site, and two coples returncd
to the National Park Service. You may retain the third copy of eaeh
applieatmn as part of your oW recoids. v

The Regiatry of National Historic Landmarks is designed to encmaga
the preservation of the Natien's historical and archeoclogical
herﬁ:age We will be happy to have you participa% in the Wﬁm.

Sinnﬂrely yours,

HOWARD R, STAGNER
- R (SSE Pirector
Enclosures = - |

Mr. Littleton

WIS,
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July 15, 1965

(Date)
Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr., Director
National Park Service _
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Mr. Hartzog:
As the (owner,g##p#) of 0ld Economy located in
i , (Name of site) :
Ambridge Beaver ~ Pennsylvania
(City) - (County) (State)

QZCWe) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( X) and
bronze plaque, 17" x 18" ( X ), designating this historic property
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as
desired.) . : 7

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation

’that»goes'with the ownership and care of a property classified as

having exceptionalK value and worthy of Registered National Historic
Landmark status (¥,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this
important part of the national cultural heritage. .

2. Toward this end, gﬁfwe):agree to continue to use the
property only for purposes _consistent with its historical character.

3. g}fWe) also agree to permit an annual visit to the property
by a representative of the National Park Service as a basis for
continuing landmark status.

4, 1If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned sabove
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered National
Historic Lendmark status shall cease and that until such status is
restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the Registered
National Historic Landmark certificate nor the plague will be
displayed.

Sincerely yours,

S. K. Stevens
t; Executive Director
- Pennsylvania Historical and Museum

7,, »3Y 49 Commission

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania



Commonwealth of Pennsylvanis »
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Harrisburg, Pa.

Executive Director
July 15, 1965

:/ijﬁomorable Howard R. Stagner

~—" Aeting Assistant Director
U. 5. Department of the Interior
Nationsl Park Service.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Stagner:

Governor Scranton has referred to me for reply your letter of
July 1 and the forms which are to be completed in applying for
the plaque and certificate for 0ld Economy and Eastern State
Penitentiary.

We are delighted to know that two Pennsylvania sites are eligible
for registration as National Historic Landmerks. I have completed
the application for 0Old Economy and enclose the two copies. The
application forms for Eastern State Penitentlary have been sent to
Arthur T. Prasse, Commissioner, Bureau of Corrections, State
Correctional Institution, Box 200, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.

Sincerely,

S.K.S. (signed)
S. K. Stevens

(CcoPY)




July 22, 1965
01d Economy
Dear Mr. Clark:

It is a pleasure to inform you that the historic site described
in the enclosures has been found to possess exceptional value
in commemorating or illustrating the history of the United
States.

-~ This site has been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National
\___Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments through studies ~,.
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings,
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I have

approved the recommendations of the Board.

As explained in the enclosed folders, the site is eligible to
receive a certificate and a byonze plaque designating it a
Registered National Historic Landmark. The Director of the
Natiomal Park Service will notify the owner and provide him with
the proper application forms.

In recognizing the historical importance of this site in your
Congressional District, we wish to commend the owner for the care
and preservation of this property.

Sincerely yours;

/s/ Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior

«©
Hon. Frank M. Cﬁé&‘

House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Enclosures

S T




July 23, 1965

Dear 8. K.:

Thank you for your letter of July 15 submitting the Commission's
application for the certificate and bronse plague designating
l 0ld Economy a Registered National Historic Landmark.
it

As you know, Landmark metters in Penusylvania ere handled by our
Northeast Regional Office in Philadelphia. When the certificate
and plague have been prepared, they will be presented to you by

Regional Director lLee or by a representative of his office. If

you would like the Service's help in arranging ceremonies for the
presentation, Mr. Lee will be glad to assist you.

We are happy to have Old Economy included in the Registry of
Netional Historic Landmarks.

Sincerely yowrs,
SIGIE

Robert M. Utley
Chief, Division of
History Studies

ce:
Regional Director, Northeast w/c inc. and application
~ Mr. Littleton

JWWalker :gb



August 25, 1965

H34-RH

Mepor andum

To: Regional Director, Neortheast Region
From: Chief, Division of History Studies

Subject: Registered Natiomal Historiec Landmark Certificates
for Sites in the Northeast Regiom

We are enclosing the following Registered Natiomal Histerie
Landsark Certificates for sites in your Regions

Old Merchanti's House, New York

The Institute of the Pemnsylvania Mospital, Penasylvania
The Pennsyivania Hospital, Peansylvania

Elizabeth Cady Stanton House, New York

S i
Addams* » Ilineis

Thomas Cole House, New York
Levi Coffin House, Indiana .
Priendship Hill, Howe of Albert Galdatin, Pennsylvania

Please notify us well in advance of presestation of the
certificates to the respective owners, whether formally or
informally.

T,
Robert M. Utley
Enclosures

cer
Nr. Littletom

JOoLittletonimg
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#34+RHAH KK gan 6 1966

Dr. 8. K. Stevens, Executive Director
Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Stevens:
¥he Ragistered Mationsl Histeric Landmark plaque and certificats ./
for Old Bconomy have been completed and ave in this office. If
desired, the Service would be happy to present them formally.
Otherwise, we would be glad to forward them in compliance with
your instructions.

Sincerely yours,

Gebrge A. Palmer

George A, Palmer
Acting Regional Director
ce: Director, Att,: Nat'l Survey of Historic Sites & Buildings

At




{tlfntu

N A ‘.‘;.v

m pri :‘f”o‘[r
N Fe r

Mn 179 37 a1y vy MAR 16 1366 ¥

H34~RHAH
NER

Dr. 8. K. Stevens

Conmonwealth of Pemnsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Harrisburg, Pemnsylvamia

Dear Dr, Stevens:

Thank you for your letter of February 4.

I regret that I will not be able to be present om April 21
because of a prior comitment., We will look forward to meeting
and becoming acquainted with you in the near future.

As you requested, the Registered Natiomal Histeric Landmark plaque
and certificate for 01d Ecomemy will be sent to you, the plaque
by Railway Exprees, thé certificate by mail.

We shall be glad to have a representative of the Service make
this presentation, and will let you know as soon as he has beam
selected.,

Sincerely yours,

Lemuel A. Garrisen

lemuel A, Garrisom
Regional Director

ce:
Director, att: Natiomal Survey Historic Site & Buildings \/
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APR 1 1966

Pr. 8. K. Stevens

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Harrisburg, Penneylvania

Dear Dr. Stevens:

We are happy to say that Mr. George Palmer, Associate Regional
Director, will represent the Service at the presentation of the
Registered National Historic Landmark plaque and certificate for
"91d Economy" on April 21, When convenient, please let us know
whare snd what time Mr. Palmer should meet you on the 2lst.

Sincerely yours,

YTeunel A, Garrisen

Lemuel A, Garrison
Regional Director

cc:

R i), p

Director, att: Natiomal Survey Historic Site & Buildings /

4
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Mr. Littleton April 7, 1966

Jack Walker

Landmnark Presentation Ceremonies:

Jane Addams' Hull House, Illineois
American Philosophical Society Hall, Pemmnsylvania

Dz, Bradford called this afternoon in answer to your memorandum of
April 6 regarding the Jane Addams' Hull House., He said that the
certificate and plaque were mailed on December 1, 1965, and tha ¢t
on December 16, Acting Regional Director Palmer wrote the University
shtin%ﬂhl.&funﬂ%“i*tmm“thplm
for the presentation ... are completed’ (these dates do not agree
with those given on copies of the correspondence but
content is the same). 7To date the Region has
the University regarding the presentatiom, and if a presentatiom
has been made, the Region knows nothing of it.

Ee
i
4
’i\.

Dr. Bradford added that two memorandums regarding presentations

are now in the mail. One of these concerns the presentation for
American Philosophical Society Hall, which will be held at 8:30 p.m.,
April 21 in the Hall,

The other concerns the Old Economy presentation, This will also
be held at 6:30 p.m., April 21 at the Sewickley Motor Imm in
Sewickley (mear Ambridge). Associate Director Palmer will make
the presentation,



April 11, 1966

To: Mr. Littleton

Subject: Landmark presentation ceremonies: American Philosophical
Society xuu, Pennsylvania: | Old Economy, Pennsylvania

Dr. Bradford called this afternoon with further information

the American cal Society Hall presentation. It will be
held on April 21 at 8:30 p.m. in the American Philoscophical Society
Hall. Regional Director Lemuel A. Garrison will make the presentation.
Dr. Henry Allen Moe, President of the American Philosophical Society
will accept on behalf of the Society. The presentation will occur
during the Society's annual general meeting, April 21-23.

The 0ld Economy presentation will be held April 21 at 6:30 p.m. at

the Sewickley Motor Inn in Sewickley. Assistant Regional Director

George A, Palmer will make the presentation and Mr. James B. Stevenson,
Chairman, Pennsylveania Historical and Museum Commission, will accept

on behalf of the Commission. The presentation will occur during dinmmer
meeting of the Board of the Pemnsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.

JaWaWe



APR 14 1966

Hon, Joseph S, Clark
United States Senate
washington, D, C,

Dear Senator Clari: ) i
“IM

We are pleased to inform you that a ceremony designating

0ld Economy, Beaver County, Peansylvania, as a

Natienal Historic Landmark will take place April 21 at 6:30 p.m.,
at the Sewickley Motor Inm in Sewickley. The Registered Natiomal
Historic Landmark certificate and plague will be presented by
Assistant Regional Director George A. Palmer of the National

Park Service's Regional Office im Philadelphia to Mr, James B,
Stevenson, Chairman, Pemnsylvania Historical and Museum Commissien,

Senator Hugh Scott and Representative Framk M, Clark are alseo
being notified, Old Bconomy is in Mx, Clark's Distriet,

Landmark ceremonies are plamned and carried out by the owners or
administrators of these properties, The Service is happy to
cooperate in such activities when requested to do so,

Please let us know if we may be of further assistance,

Sincerely yours,
HOWARD R. STAGNER

Assistant Director

SIMILAR LETTER SBNT TO:
Senator Hugh Scott and
Representative Frank M, Clark

cct
James B, Myers, Room 3147
Regional Director NE V12 11 T Wi pp

L&.-.l.ittlctoa

JOLittletonimg 4-12-66
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SR DR
United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE:
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER 10!

H34-HH o
| JUN4 1973

/{5f3 Memorandum
To: Director, Northeast.Region_
- From: Chief Historian

Subject: Receipt of National Historic Landmark Biennial
- Inspection Report[s] '

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of [a] biennial inspection
report[s] for the following national historic landmark[s]:

Chester A. Arthur Home, New York
Brooklyn Bridge, New York
Central Park, New York

Cooper Union, New York . ,
Palisades Interstate Park, New York - New Jersey
Pierpont Morgan Library, New York :
Stony Point Battlefield, New Yor .
0ld Economy, Pennsylvania 4 -

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further develop-

ments regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership
-~ and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, will be ,

- greatly appreciated. ' . o

ortensen

(Sed.) A, R, y

A. R. Mortensen
PHH:HJ Sheely:kr 5/30/73

bcec: LI _
PHHS-Mr. Sheely

'NaﬁonalPad?f%enknnﬂal18724972

INT, 6036..7, -

[ |




H32 (413)
Memorandum .
To: Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

Beting s
From: Associate Director, Cultural Resources mef Koo

Subject: Old Economy Village Naticnal Historie Landmark, Ambridge, Beaver County,
Pennsylvania

JAttachedis the completed nomination form on the above-referenced National Historic

Landmark boundary proposal. As you will note, the boundaries of the attached map do

not include The Old Rappite Church (St. John's Church), which is included in the
nomination form. There seems to be strong support from Mr. Raymond Shepherd,
Director of Old Economy Village, for ineluding the church. If, after your review of this
matter; you agree, please complete the boundary documentation with an accurate mab,_
verbal boundary description and justification. A U.S5.G.S. map.is also needeidauB%m‘:c;ﬁmpclséte

this National Historie Landmark study. N

-~

-Attachiient

bee:400
413
Reading File
Record Center

FNP:NKIamberg:mdjzl0/31/84:343—9536

Sys. 8 (NHL) 14089

z Basie File Retained in 413



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
143 SOUTH THIRD STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106

OCIO 1 19%

IN REPLY REFER TO:
S7221(MAR-PDP)

Menor andum
To: Chi ef, National Register Branch, Interagency Resource Division, WSO
From Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, M d-Atlantic Region

Subject: Review of National Historic Landmark Boundary Study for (O d) Econony
National Historic Landmark District

Encl osed foryour review i sthedraft of the National Historic Landmark boundary
study for (O d) Econony National Historic Landmark District. | fi nyour
assessnent, there are substantial problems with this draft, we nust have your
written comrents by October 23, 1985, sothat the informationnay betransmtted
to thecontractor within the necessary time frame. | f comments are not received
by this office on or before this date, we will assune that youbelieve thatt he
docunent i s acceptable.

Should youhave any questions, please contact Ms. Pacita de |l aCuz at FTS
597-1161.

Stephanie H Rodeffer

Encl osure



US CITY CORPORATION

50 THE LANDMARKS OFFICE BUILDING
ONE STATION SQUARE

PITTSBURGH, PA 15219

(412) 322-1210

January 15, 1986

Ms. Pacita De La Cruz
Architectural Historian
Office of Cultural Progranms
National Park Service
Mid-Atlantic Region

143 South Third Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Dear Pacita:

Enclosed i s the revised draft of the Econony National Historic Land-
mark form for your review.

I've made the following changes to the first draft:

1. Augmented the discussion of architectural integrity inthe
text of #7.

Made changes to the building inventory to nake i t seem nore
consistent with the definition of architectural integrity.

3. Rewritten nuch of #3 to include more specifics about the
Harmony Society's significance, particularly inthe sociall/
humani tarian area.

4. Expanded the bibliography to include additional sources
consul ted.

5. Attempted (note that | say "attempted") to simplify the verbal
boundary description,

6. Made miscellaneous changes to the text and punctuation through-

out (improvements. | think) and corrected the typos.
You will see that | have not really changed the boundary itself, ex-
cept for excluding of one marginal building on the northwest corner
of 12th and Church Streets which | cannot document as Harmonist. I
remain convinced that the most logical district, historically and
aesthetically, is one which includes all of the remaining Harmonist

structures.

Ci)nsuliunts for Rc-il Esraic Development, Urban Planning, Historii Preservation



Ms. Pacita De La Cruz
January 15, 1986

Page two

|"ve included a clearer mp but again, will wait to finalize it
(perhaps you need something more "finished" than this one) until we
are al |l in agreement abotit the boundaries. Ditto the UM <calculations

and acreage (the latter is approximately thirty).

| hope I1've responded to your concerns about the first draft. I look
forward to your comments.

Sincei ly,

Christina Schmidlapp
Director, Preservation Services

CS/ ss
Encl osure



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
143 SOUTH THIRD STREET

IN RELY REFER TO: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106
S7221(MAR-PDP)
JAN 24 1986
To: Chief, National Register Branch, Interagency Resources Division, 8O

Attn: Patrick Andrus

From Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Md-Atlantic Region

Subject: (Od) Econony NH boundary study

Enclosed i stherevised draft of the (Od) Econony NH boundary study for your
review. W askthat youplease examne this document t oconfirmthatthe

requested changes have been nade. |f you have any additional coments, please
notify us before February 10, 1986, sothat we nay allow t hecontractor anple

response time t ocorrect thefinal version, if necessary.

Stephanie H Rodeffer

Encl osure



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
143 SOUTH THIRD STREET
IN REFLY REFERTO: PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106

S7221(MAR-PDP)
JOLOY

Meror andum
To: Chief, National Register Branch, Interagency Resource Division, WO
From Acting Chief, Preservation Planning Division, Md-AtlanticRegion

Subject: (Ol d) Econony National Historic Landmark

Encl osed for your review i s a conpleted National Historic Landmark boundary
study for (Od) Econony. Ve feel that all of theissues involving corrections
and revisions totheboundary of this National Historic Landmark have now been
satisfactorily resolved.

Pl ~se contact Pacita de | aCruz at FIS 597-1161 i f you have any questions.

N Chapnan

Encl osure
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o MAY |1 1981
H32(413)

Mz, Madelvn Johnstone -
Beaver County Times
4G0 Palr Avenue

Y

Beaver, Pennsylvania 15009,
//ﬂ\

\‘\—// Daa
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2
.
o
o
o
o
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c
3
®
v

Enclosed is a copy of the legal notice (4 pages total) that we

nead to have published in the Beaver County Times. It should b

«.
o

-

published one time only. Plegase send the bill and proci of

publisghing te: Intevagency Rescurces Division, Wational Park

Service, P.0, Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127, Attn:

2

fin., Contact Maureen Danahér of my staff if there are

F

Lindia Grif

any questions (202-343-95489)

X
6}
o> -
v '
&
’ Carol D, 8hull
Chief of Reqisﬁrafion
MNational Register of Historic Places
interagency Resources Division . : ‘ -
Enclosure -
bcec: 413 -
- Record Center '

FNP:M Danaher:1lw:343-9536:05-08-87
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 413

Sys.64(MPD) Beaver




17B42 Fedaral Regbter

5. Hwwstiaa HalL LawrenceEast
Quadrangla, Sectioa 7, T13S. RaoS—
UTM Reference: 15/306760/43126000.

L ocated approximately 38 feet west of
Choctaw Avenue and adjacent to
Tecumseh Hall and the Auditorium. The
boundary comprises an area measuring
80 by 160 feet centered around the
rectangular building which is57 by 132
feet.

6. Auditorium, Lawrence East
Quadrangle. Section 7, T13S. R20E—
UTM Reference: 15/306710/431260a

L ocated approximatedy 50 feet west of
Choctaw Avenue and due north of
Hiawatha Hall. Theboundary comprises
and area measuring 100 by 150 feet
centered around therectangular building
which is75 by 125 feet.

7. TheArch, Lawrence East
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S, R20B—
UTM Reference: 15/306620/4312600.

L ocated approximately 200 feet north
of Indian Avenue at thewest end of the
Haskell Stadium. The boundary
comprises as areameasuring 50 by 110
feet centered around the rectangular
sructure which is25 by 82 feet.

8 Haskell Stadiam, L awrenceEast
Quadrangle, Sectioa 7, T13S. R2(ffi—
UTM Reference: 15/306640/4312700.

L ocated approximately 125 feet north
of Indian Avenue and 325 feet west of
East Perimeter Road on thenorth side of
the campas. Theboundary comprises an
area measuring 315 by 675 feet centered
around the sadium standsand playhsy
field which measures 286 by 60 feel

9. Indian Cemetery, LawrenceEast
Quadrangle, Section ST13S. R20E—
UTM Reference: 15/3062g0/4311S7a

L ocated approximately 18 feet sostk
of Kiowa Avenue and 440 east of East
Perimeter Road. The boundary
comprises an area measuring 1SObjr 300
feet centered around thecemetery -
whclh is100 by 250 feet.

10. Old Dairy, Lawrence East
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S. R2Q&—
UTM Reference: 15/306010/4311730.

L ocated approximatdy 44 feet east of
East Mills Street and 150 feet north of
North Mills Street The boundary
comprises an area measuring 110 by 150
feet centered around therectangular
building which is82 by 125 feet.

11. Powhattan Hall, LawrenceEast
Quadrangle. Section 7. T13S. R2t»—
UTM Reference 15/306(no/43115ia

Located approximatdy 25 feet south
of Oneida Avenue aad 38 feet east of
Barker Avenue. The boandary
comprises an area measuring 70 by 12S
feet centered around by rectangular
building which is44 by 100 faei

12. Kiva HaUi LawrenceEaat
Quadrangle. Stction 7, T13SRaeE—"
UTM Reference: 1S/»0ai0/43124a0.

L ocated & iroximateHr 10 fiet west of
Chickasaw Avenue and 400 feet east of
M assachusetts Avenue. The boundaiy
comprises an area measuring 75by lis
feet centered around thebuilding which
is 50 by 88 feet

[FR Doc. 87-106% Filed 5-11-87; 8645 anl]
BKxma cooc WIO-TDM

National Register of Hiatorie Ptaces;
Notification of Pending Nominations

Nominationsfor the following
properties being considered for ligtingin
the National Register were received by
the National Park Service beforeMay 2,
1987. Pursuant to §60.13 of 36 CFR Part
60 written comments concerning the
signiHcance of these properties under
the National Register criteria for
evaluation may beforwarded to the
National Register, National Paiic
Service, U.S. Department of thelnterior,
Washington, DC 2)243. Written
comments should besubmitted by May
27,1987.

Card D. SHdL

Chief of Begiatratioa. Nolioital Ragmten
ALABAMA

M obilitCouaty,. —

yMkASmmtmMIAMRCIturehieMik-
MicbaeS.
MonmmQjmity

ARIZONA
Gila County

Globe, Bfks BuHdnig (GhSt dbiinmerchl and

CivicMRA;,ASSW. MM"uHe
GMe, Cila VaHtrySank” JTHat BttIMiiig

(Globe Ceam»reioi<md Civic MBA), 281

NABrMd,St. S
Globe. Globe DowBtomtHistoric Diairiet

(Globe Commerdal aud Civic MRA), Braadr

S. between Cedar MtdTMKbs

GOKNBChAUJT

Fairfidd Camnly . .

Brtdgoport; Pkquonnodk'River Railroad
BMdge (Movable Railroad'Bridgeson the
NE Corridor in Camedi&H TR). AMTRAK
RigU-of-tvay at Pequoooack Rhrer
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drawn on the USGS 75 minute
Manuelito, New Mexico, and Jones
Ranch Schoal, New Mexico,
Quadrangles, near Manudlito Canyon.
Thisgeographic decriptionis
deliberatdly generd in order to protect
the integrity of the archeolgica
resources, as required by law.

Old Economy Higtoric Digtrict,
Ambridge, (Beaver County)
[*nnsylvania
Beginning on thewest sde of the

district a the northeast comer of Route
65 and 13th Street, proceed east dong
the north sde of 13th Street to apoint
opposite 9813th Street. Crossing the
dreet due south, follow the west and
south property linesof 9813th Street,
continuing eest in astraight line across
Church Stret to apoint on the eest Sde
of the street. Procead south to the
southeest comer of 12th and Church
Streets Procead due west across Church
Street, and follow the south side of 12th
Street to itsintersection with Route 65.
Follow thewest and south property
linesof 7012th Street, and continue eest
dong the south property linesof al the
properties facing 12th Street, continuing
to apoint on the west Sde of Merchant
Street. Procesd north & Merchant
Strect to apoint opposite the south
property line of 1198 Merchant Street.
Crossing Merchant Stregt in a straight
line, follow the south, east and north
property lines of 1198 Merchant Street,
continuing west across Merchant Street
to the northwest comer of Merchant and
12th Streets. Proceed north dong the
west sde of Merchant Stregt to Wagner
Street. Here the boundary crosses
Weagner Strest to include the Harmonist
building a 1221 Merchant Strest, and
returns to the south sde of Wagner
Street. Procesd west dong Wagner
Strect to a point opposite the east
property line of 1216 Church Street.
Crossing the street due north, follow the
eedt property line of 1216 Church Strest
to the south property line of 27213th
Street. Procesd east dong the south
property linesof all the properties facing
13th Street, continuing east across
Merchant Stret, following the south
1property linesof al of the properties

acing 13th Streat to the southeest
comer of the pr of 33613th Street.
Follow the east Sde of this property
north to 13th Street. B west on the
south sde of 13th Street, cross
Merchent Street and then Church Street,
to the southwest comer of 13th and
Church Streets. Procesd northina
straight line a:rhosSlSth.Strea, et
continuing north to a point opposite t
north sde of Creese Street. Here the
boundary tums due east to include the
property of &. John's Lutheran Church,

with ajog to the south to incdlude the
Hﬁag%ist builfdi Ir|1g a 2@ 13th Street.

Tl ndary followsthe east property
line of the church to the south proj

line of 274 and 28014th Stret. Following
their south and eest pro lines,
continuenorth in a graight line across

14th Street to a point. Proceed eest dong
the north sde of 14th Street crossng

Merchant Street, to a point ite 312
14th Street. Proceed south across
14th Street and follow the west and
south property linesof 31214th Street,
continuing east dong the south property
lines of thasebuildingsfacing 14th
Stret to the southeest comer of 324 14th
Street. Follow the eest and north
property linesof thisparcd, continuing
west on 14th Street to apoint ite
31714th Street. Procesd due nort

across 14th Street and follow the east
and north property lines of 31714th
Street, continuing west aong the south
dde of Boyleston Street, crossng
Merchant and Church Stredts, to the
west sde of Church Street. Proceed
north aong the west side of Church
Strect to a point opposite the south
property line of 10015th Street. Proceed
eedt across Church Stregt in a straight
line, continuin%fagﬁt ﬂeong thesput? _
property lines the properties facing
15th Street to the southeast comer of 236
15th Street. Proceed north dongitseest
property line, continui ngf north across
15th Street in astraight line to apoint on
the north sde of the street. Procesd
aong the north side of 15th Stres,
crosang Merchant Stredt, tothe
northeest comer of 15th and Merchant
Streets. Procead south acrass 15th Street
in astraight line, continuing south aong
the eet 9de of Merchant Street to the
southwest comer of the property of 1412
Merchant Street. Follow the south and
then the east property lines, continuing
north aong the eest property linesof al
of the properties facing Merchant Stre<t,
continuing across 15th Street ina
draight line to the northeast comer of
1500 Merchant Street. Procead due west,
crossing Merchant Street, and follow the
south gde of Laughlin Street to apoint
opposite the west property line of 289
Laughlin Street. Proceed west ina
graight line to the southwest comer of
the property of 28816th Street. Proceed
eedt in adtraight line aong the south
proj linesof 283 and 296 16th Stret
to the west Sde of Merchant Street and
proceed north to the comer of Merchant
and 16th Streets. Here the boundary jogs
north to include parcel *12-05-516 (no
address), returns to the south side

16th Street, and procesds west dor%e
16th Street acrass Church Street to
northwest comer of the pro of 68
and 7016th Street. Follow the west and

ed

17841

south property linesof this parcd,
continuing eest dong the south property
linesof al of the properties facing 16th
Street, crossing Church Stregt ina
draight line to the eest Sde of the stredt.
Hei'e the boundary followsthe eest Sde
of Church Street to the southeest comer
of Church and Laughlin Stregts, with a
jog to the west to include 1515 Church
Street on the west Sde of the Street.
From the comer, proceed west acrass
Church Stregt in agtraight line,
continuing west dong the south sde of
Laughlin Stregt to the northwest comer
of 7515th Street. Follow thewest
property line south, continuing across
15th Street to a point on the south side
of the street. Procead west dong 15th
Stret to the northwest comer of 7015th
Street. Follow the west property lineto
the north edge of the Old Economy
Village property (parcd #12-01-301).
Follow the property line west and then
south to the point of origin.

Haskdl Inditute, Lawrence, (Douglas
County) Kansas

Thedistrict is composed of twelve
noncontiguous parcels

1. PocahontasHall, Lavrence Eagt
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S RXE—
UTM Reference 15/306840/4312350.

Located gpproximately 656 feet south
of Cresk Drive onthe west sde of the
campus. The boundary comprises an
areameasuring 145 by 190 feet centered
around the rectangular building whichis
119 by 163 feset.

2. Pushmahata Hall, Lawvrence East
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S RXE—
UTM Reference 15/306720/4312480.

Located gpproximeatdy 20 feet south
of Indian Avenue and gpproximeately 50
feet west of Barker Avenue. The
boundary comprises an areamessuring
70 by 90 feet centered around the
][ectawguler building which is44 by 67

eet.

3. Bandgtand, Lawrence Eagt
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S RAE—
UTM References 15/306830/4312540.

Located gpproximeately 110 feet eest of
Barker Avenuein the center of a grassy
open area. The boundary comprises an
areamessuring 50 by 50 feet centered
around the square gmcture which is 25
by 25 fedt.

4. Tecumseh Hall, Lavrence Eadt
Quadrangle, Section 7, T13S RXE—
UTM Reference 15/306800/4312610.

Located gpproximately 25 feet west of
Choctaw Avenue. The boundary
comprises are area meesuring 100 by 170
feet centered around the rectangular
building which is 75 by 144 fest.
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SUPPLEMENTARY IMFOMMTK)ieTh« .
purpose of thisNotice isto mfom the
public, pursuant to section 25 of the OCS
Lands Act Amendments of 1978, that the
Minerals Management Serviceis
considering approval of the DOCD and
that it isavailable for publicreview.
Additionally, this Notice is to inform the
public, pursuant to { 93061 of Title 15 of
the CFR, that the Coastal Management
Service/L ouisana Department of Natural
Resourcesisreviewing the DOCD for
consistency with the Louisiana Coastal
Resour cesProgram.

Revised rulesgoverning practicesand
procedures under which theMinerals
Management Service makesinformation
contained in DOCDs available to
affected States, executive of affected
local governments, and other interested
parties became effective December 13,
1979 f44 FR 53685).

Those practices and proceduresare
st out inrevised { 25a34 of Title 30 of
the CFR.

Dated: May 1,1987.
]. Roger's Pesicy,
Regional Director, CulfofMaxkxi OCS
Region,
[FR Doa 87-10733 Filed 5-11-87: 845 am]
BIUMO COOC 431IHWI-M

NatfcNMl Parit Service

National Register of Mstoric Ptaces;
Notice of Proposed NHL Boundwiea

The National Park Service has been
working to establish boundaries for all
National Historic Landmarks for which
no speciRc boundary was identified at
the time of designation, and therefore,
are without a clear delineation of the
amount of property hivolved. Theresults
of such designation make it hnportant
that we define specific boundariesfra
each landmark.

In accor dance with the National
Historic Landmaric program regulations
36 CFR Partes, the National Paric
Service notifies owners, public officialB
and other interested partiesand
provides them with an opportunity to
make comments on the proposed
boundaries.

Comments on the proposed
boundaries will be received for 60 days
after thedate of thisnotice. Please
addressrepliesto Jerry L Rogas<
Associate Director, Cultural Resour ces,
and Keeper ef the Nationctl Regiater .df
Historic Places. National Paric Servtcat
P.O. Box 37127..WasiuBgton, DC 20013 T
7127, Attention: Chief of Registiatioa
(202) 343-9536. Copiesof th»
docamantatian e( thaiandmsAs.aad -
their proposed betndaisearinckuUag

mape may be obtained Som that same
oRica.

William B. Budfaong.

Acting.CMef of Registration. National

Register of Historic Places, interagency
ResourcesDirisioa.

City of Hocks National Historic
Landmark. Cassia County, Idaho

Verbal Boundary Description

Commencingat a comer. Section
19, T16S, R24E. and Section 24. T16S,
R23E: continuing due west Vx mileand
north about yk mile to a y4 comer.
Sections 13 and TA, T16S, R 23E:
continuing east about Vi mileto section
comer. 18 and 19, T16S, R24£and 13,24.
Ties, R23E; continuing due north %
mile, due east » mile, and due north
about 1IV* miles to alinebetween
Section 6-7, T16S, R24E; continuing due
east Vz mile, due south V4 mile due east
Vt mile, and due north almost mile to
a township line between Section 32,
T15S, R24E and S, T168, R24B; continuing
about % mileeast to a section comer, 5-
4, Ties, R24E. and 32-33, T15S, R24E:
continuing n«nlh 2V* miles along a
section Ung due east V* mile, due north
V¥ mile, and west about miletoa
comer. Sections 19-20, T15S, R24E:
continuing north VA mile along a sectioa
line, duewest Vt mile, and north about
V¥ miletoa V* comer. Sections 18-19,
T15S, R24E; continuing west about
mile to a section comer, 18-19, TISS,
R24E, and 13, 24, T15S, R23E: continuing
north about 1 mile to a section comer, 7,
18. T15S. R24E and 12-13, T isa R23&
continuing east about 1 mVie to a section
coraer, 7" and 17-18, T | * R24E;
contini“ngBerdi about H mileto
comer. Se"ioBS 7-8, TISSTRME;
oantiniiing due east \k mile, due south %
mile, due east about Vsmile te a section
line; and north about m milesto a
section comer. 4-5 and 84, TISS, R24E:
continuii™ west about 3miJesto a
section comer, 1-2 and 11-12. TISS,
R23E; continuing south IV~ milestoa »
comer. Sections 13-14, T15S, R23E:
continuity due west Vi mileand due
south Vt miletoa  comer. Sections 14,
23, TISS. R23E: continuing west about W
mile to a section comer, 14-15 and 22-
23, T15S, R23E; continuing south 3
miles along a section line, due-east \V*
mile and duesouth ab«it % mileto a
sectioo'lins. 11.14, T168&" R23B;
continuing about ~4 mileeast to .
section comee, 11.12. ti. 14( T16S, R23ft
continuing miles south »I»ma .
8eti(mlliiH 4riMrat |.miledHseast to a
towM liipij” and aortbf about Wtails.
to* MK49nws.Seetk» | ftT~anitfl,
and24, T163*R23E.
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Taos Pueblo NatieM | Histofic
Landmark, Taos(TaosCotmty), New- -
Mexico

The boundary of tbe Taos PneMe
National Historic Landmark enclosesan
irregular tear-drop shaped areawhich is-
approximately 2900 feet (8839 m] Iong,
southwest to northeast, and
approximatey 1200 feet (365.75 in) wftte,
southeast to northwest at its widest
part

The boundary may be defined by six
comer points. Point A islocated just
east of the fork in the road which
follows the Rib Pueblo east of the
village. Point B islocated immediately .
southeast of the intersection of the toad
leading to the Pueblo School and the
road which encircles the village, in the
center of the former road. It is
approximatdy 2240 feet (68275 m),
SA04*W, of Point A. Point C is located

approximatdy 700 feet (2133 m), S86"W,

of Pomt B and i» approximately 500 feet
(1524 m). S29*E. of the Taos Pueblo
Visitor Center. Point D is located
immediate™r south of tbe inter section of
the modem road to Taos and theroad
which encircles thevillage. It is
approximately 400 feet (121.9 m),
N2e*W. of Pomt C and 100 feet (30.5 mir
S29*B, of the Visitor Center. PointE is
located immediately west of the ruia of
the mission of San Geranimo de T aos
between ther oad which encircles the
village and an adjacent coiral. It is
approximately 450 feet [137.1 m).N2*E,
of Point D. Point F is located
inmiediately north of the westernmost of
the two trash middens on the north side
of the village. It is approximately 666
feet (201.1 m), N42*E, of Point E and
approximatdy 2240 feet (682J5m;.. , ,,
S81.5'W.of PointA. - -

The Taos Puebk) Nationjal Historie »
Landmark ialocated predominanUy i%
the south half of the southwest quarter,
of Section 34. Township 2SNorthi! Baogir
13 East. Thelegal dascciptions of tbe atx;
boundary comer points are as follows:

Point A—T26N R13E SEy4, NWy4, SEH”
Section 34

Point B—T239N R13E NW%, NEV*.' -,
NWy4, Section 3

Point C—T25N R13ENEy4. NWy4.
NWy4, Section 3

Point D—T26N RISESK V" & WV4.
Section 34

Point E—T28N RIN "V 4. SWVh SWMi*
Section 34 -

Psa"F—T26N RiaB tffivVASW-V A W,
SectionM -

MannelHn
N«ir,Mteidco

71—stawstJfiiil iMirtilrils -~in'A
d>p/vsis}5;lt)) M>iaa pc \g3™- » -

<



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
P. O. Box 1026, HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17108-1026
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

June 9, 1987

Jerry L. Rogers

Associate Director, Cultural Resources
Keeper of the National Register

Box 37127

Washi ngton, D C 20013-7127

Attn: Chief of Registration

Re: Proposed boundary.
Old Econony National
Historic Landmark
Ambri dge, PA

Your ref. H32 (413)

Dear Jerry:

In response t oCarol Shull's letter onMay 7 we have
reviewed the proposed National Historic Landmark boundary
for Ol d Econony.

The proposed National Historic Landmark boundary
excludes 29 noncontributing and 2 contributing resources
which were included i n the area's National Register historic
district (NR5/21/85). While the proposed NHL boundary
appears t obenore precise i nterms of not "exceedingt he
extent of the eligible resource” i tis also extremely ir -
regular in configurationandnayartificially exclude sone
of the present setting of the district, albeit conposed
of noncontributing streetscapes.

Further, with the adoption of the Anbridge Historic
District under local ordinance i n1971 (see enclosed map),
listing of the National Register district i n1985and intro-
duction of the proposed NHL boundaries there arenowthree
different district boundaries within the sanme general
vicinity the various boundaries anddesignations m ght easily
be confused.

V& believe that the National Register boundaries should
stand as the boundaries for the National Historic Landmark.
Use of the National Register boundary will better acknow-
| edge the actual setting of the district andwill avoid m s-
understandi ngs caused by introductionof a newboundary.



June 9, 1987
Jerry L. Rogers
Page - 2-

If you have any questions concerning these comments,
pl ease contact ny staff i nthe Bureau for Historic Pres-
ervation at (717) 783-8946.

Sincerely,

LET: dc

JWN * 9 :
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Uler. < fo.
H32(413)
JUL 7 1987

Dr. Lavry B. Tise , . -
Bx PUt]V? hiructo"
Pennsylvania Historical

and Museum Caansaf on
.0, Bog 1426
farrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1029%
Daar Dr. Tise:
Thank you for your letter of June 9, 1987, to Jexvy B..Ri;aa
regarding the boundaries proposed by the National Psvk Bexvies
for the Cld SBconomy National Histeric Landmark. Your 1@ fer has
been to this office for consideration and response.

e &pm”p cliate t?at you took the time to review the proposed
boundary for thisz Natienal Histeric Landmark., We have reviewed
the Mational Regis Vuf district and the National Eistoric Landmark
documsntation. Although we share your <oncern over the confusiocon
that may be caused by three differvent historic districts, the
intent of sach is different. The Mid-Atlantic Reglonal Office of
the MHatlional Park Sexvice conducted a thorough study which, we
believe, elicited an appropriate landmark boundary. The scope of
the National Historic Landmark study was limited to national
“ignificanc ; th study excluded as many non-nationally '

gnificant pr perties ag possible Bven at the expense of an v
1rr@ sular ﬁen;lga&atien the study lﬁ@ﬂtlilﬁd the moast appropriate
boundary for the nationally significant rescurces. Your letter
will be made part of the permanent yrecord., When tha comment . .
period ends and all comments have besen raeviswed, we .wiil notify
you of the fingl approval of the boundary. ' ]

We appreciate wvour interest in the Hational Histovic Landmarks -’
Program. : ' )

Sincerely,
carol Do shull (Sgd.)

Carcl D. Shull

Chief of Registration i .
National Register of #Historic Places .
Interagency Resources Rivision '
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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ESTP: Constituent Name; Danal. Seamon
Doc Name: Ron Klink Logged By: M.McBryde
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Description: Regarding Old Economy Village being placed under the NPS witti wfiich the NPS might be
able to help.
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iviistor Rep TtsnitatiDrB
. . « e - NEWCASTVE
4d BBtid, ipanjMiHa i4iai(
July 9,1998 (+1«33$-191B
Ms. Kitty Roberts

Ass Director for Cong Affairs
US Department Of the Interior
Nationa Park Sarvice

1849 C Strest NW

Room 3210

Washington, D.C. 20240

RE: ME. DanalL. Ssmon

Dear M$. Roberts.

Ore of my condtituents Ms. Dana L. Seamon. has contacted me for assstance regarding
Old Economy Village being placed under the Nationa Park Service with which the National
Park Service might be ableto help. | have endosed dl the information which we have been
given on this particular case for your review.

Ms. Seamon ad | areinterested in resolving this problem as soon as possble. Because
of this, your prompt congderation would be mog gopredated. |f you have ay questions, pleese
contact Nancy Smith in my North Huntingdon Township District Of&ce &:

CONGRESSMAN RON KLINK
11279 Center Highway
North Huntingdon, PA 15642

Thank you for your asd. dance with thisinquiTy.

SncCTdy,
RON KLINK
Member of Congress
RK:ns
Endosure

PRINTED ON RECYCUD PAPER
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Smittu Nancy

From: Dana L. Seamon[SMTP:8eamon@usaor.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 09,1998 9:45 AM
To: Smith, Nancy
Subject: Old Economy Village
Dana Seamon
959 4th St.

Baden, PA 15005
July 8,1998

Congressman Ron Klink
C/O Nancy Smith

Dear Congressman Kilink,

| am writing to gain your help and support for getting Old Economy Village
in-the National®ark Service. 1 worked fui tlie National Park ServteeTbr

8 years. During that time | saw just what the Park Service did for local
economies. Have you ever been to Harﬁer‘s Ferry WV? This National Park
'_[r%asur_e supports the local economy in that area. There are no local
industries.

With the decline of the steel industry in Beaver County, we need to look

for new ways to keep our county flourishing. Beaver County holds a great
deal of history and we should promote it Millions of people visit our
National Parks annually. If we could get a fraction of 1 % of those

visitors to our county, what a shot In the arm for our local economy!

/> Tibridge is in decline and needs to lump started". Old Economy is already
recognized as a historic landmark.

\ny help would be appreciated. Ilook forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Dana Seamon

Page 1
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L58(2280)

AG 4188
Honorable Ron Klink
Member, United States House of
Represntatives
11279 Center Highway
North Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 15642

Dear Mr. Klink:

Thank you for your July 9 letter on behaf of Ms. DanalL. Seamon regarding the addition of Old Economy
Village in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, to the Naiond Park Sysem.

The endosad brochure, Ciitetiaf or Parkimds, explains the qualifications and procedures for park sygem
additions. Old Economy Village does gppear to mest mogt of our criteriafor induson inthe sysem. It is
the core of anationd historic landmark and would probably be found to meet our suitability and feasibility
requirements.

The primary issue would be whether the federal government is better eble to manege this property thaniits
present owner, the Commonwedth of Pennsylvania According to the brochure paragreph titled

"Managemant Options':

Alternatives to Nationd Park Service manegemant might adeguatdly protect resources even if they are
significant, suitable, and feasble additions to the Sysem. Studies of potentid new park units evduate

dternatives that may include continued mansgemantt by gate or loca governments . . . .
Additions to the Nationd Park System will not usualy be recommended if another arrangement can
provide adequiate protection and opportunity for public enjoyment.

Because we have no reason to bdieve that Old Economy Village is not now being well cared for by
Pennsylvania, we are reluctant to encourage Ms. Seamon'sproposal. Nor do we bdlieve that this
property's transfer from gate to federal ownership would necessaily reault in significant economic
benefits to the community.

We gppreciate your interest in this matter and the opportunity to comment on it.

Sincerdy,

M Kethaine SeA17¥h

KaherineH. Sevason
Asodae Director, Cultural Resource
Stewardship and Parmerships

Endosure
cc: Copy to your Washington, D.C. office

Dr. Brent R. Glass (w/cincoming)

Pennsylvania Historical and Mussum Commission
P.O. Box 1026

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026

bcc: 4500 Regiond Director, Northesst Region wi/c incoming
0001 Santon 2200 Stevenson 2250 Greenberg

2280 Old Economy NHL
FNP:BMackintosh:mg:7/27/98:F\HISTORY\KLINK



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL REFCRT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO
HISTORIC LANIARKS

B4 EffKSffly
Date of visitFebruary 27. 199
Visited by Qaataf P. Hultaan Srptrint f Bden” ,
(name) (title) . (office)
Railroad N&
Received by Daniel B Rei bel Qurat or . Qd Econony Til | age
(nane) (title) (office)

Condi tion* The grounds, stxiaoturea, and fum abl ogs appaar to ba | A ezoel | ant
eoBdiltion. Funda for M ntenanee and capital InTaatMta ara aofflolttnt and
not diffioolt to obtain. Amwount of fumahlngs iavary axtansive.

Pennsyl vania Hirtorleal and Miseum@f|Bdssl oa pl ans t o aegodre nore HBrnnnt st
vropairty for additionto cad Eoonony.

(oBBi ssl on axpeets to spend $90,000 t o aoquire the Qd Haronsiist Hotel and
$290,000t 0 reconstruot it for a visitor oentar. Sona eadiibits ara ready for
the visitor center. There i s $300,000 currentlyavailable to restore “rarioos
g?ggx&sbt properties not State-owned; aoquisitlon cost i sestinated to be

Qd Eoonoay i s adjacent to Pa. Rt. 65 with direct aocesa fromhi ghway vi a
13th street.

Qoeration**  Present operati ng staff includes 18 full-time enpl oyees plus 2
art-tinme eoi“oyees during the sunnoer. Qeatest need, however, i sfor pro-
essional staff nenters, at |east "one archivist and curatorial education.”
N interpretatioa of M. Reibel's description i sone researoher and one
Interpreter.

Visitation was 25,0001 n 1961; facility was closed until 1965 when there were
A2,310visits. Increasesare evident each year: 1966 « 44>439, 1967 « 49, 170,
1963 m 53*853 (i nol udi ng 20, 000 school students and this segnent Junps al nost
3, 000 par ?/ear). Securityof tbe property i smaintained on a 24-hour basis.
Tha eartlfloate i s posted on the wal |l of the central hallway of the Feast Hall
near an entraaoe door and InforBatloQ admnistrativa desk. Tha plaque | s on
the exterior wall to the left of the entrance door.

*Qounds, structure/s, furnishings _ - _
**Note any changes i n ovnership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff,
use, location of plaque and certificate, etc.



edal Prddanst  Air poUtttloo f m staal ladtedey MBsasdaratsd almg.
M urty OboBivar. AySIa r of ths xomx eitlatas MN\Bste feds to ft|y0|o

si OBA cogia aradon a<eavdin |te Mr. Btlbol loM| MMiag opiiasaM 10
adt fiMtoativo with rtgord to hiaiogplo ofgaifloaaco.

Sug ions Offered . Maea fMpaart) Ofvdroto bein vzr%/ «nlifiad>
itioiio A keonmaogpeblo ataiaUtanittOB. UM fidHaa af QA |secsy 1«
prodldod Q0 goad.

(signed)






REQ STRY GF NATI ONAL H STCR C REPCRT OF BENNAL VISIT TO
AD NATURAL LAN A ARGS
QU

Date of visit My ali, ifH

Visited by

Received by
(name)

Condition*  fh« gmmntBi tWMitwroo, inA teaiaUaii osntlaai to boilotrtnoi la
—olltHt osaditiMi. AfproKIMtiAjr $150,000 it cftilaMLo for aanul oporallMi
of tIM iNBirtar*

%'\gnm ho_qggHngtv%%v%oqw%Mgﬁg slraQ%IFtll_Qgclx_to gﬂ?iimly. imo
fOMKIti tiM $100,000 jNfloMQlar aivail«lilo far fooaaatriiitian on tte prapaiad
MVtlAtiaBi «aa $|i«i at yaito otter ttea O laamiy aai la aa laagar amUiM”*.

OUIl toaaoMr ia looatoA at tte iatoroooUon of lirtti and Oterali Staraotf.

Operation*™  Faai-tiBo aajJiigriia nwdiar XI (2 aMaiotMieiva, $ latoryrotlvo.
3 aiwu'ity, mA O aotataaanoo), Twa s—ir ana ivoas ««r« radnoodto ano (1)
la mo aa*aaaoia im”"

Qo "Owater of Maoatiaa" ia paiAfcgrtte lanmiU teaooiatoa, SM.* far

«t OMlaaaiHr %tOX dagra gar aaali yaar t—ii. 8te diroota okiaAargarlaa
fMtna ia »aii»ar, a alamtimmiimmm wmBtm ia Uamxr Wi»Ktwr»

a kMi, 5t||é aa« 6tk pragraaia IMi and Ayril. lhia ia a HAm 2 dagrt for
naaky 11°16 atadaata par digr ia ooatwo aafagiag la aotivitioa aa a lanMaiat
la<i««gr aliilA of 10jO. A toaAoro osiaatatiaa kit tea teaa |««lidlio4.

fiiitaUwi oaatlaaaa to iaoraaao aowMIlji 1969 « 63,i$3 (faaana aaA grag”™ yaU
adHInlan « H*m mA aatetfl tfldliraa ¢ X8,6tl)] mo ¢ 87, 9«i IfoiA
aiiMaa < ia,nS mA atiw® aldUraa - t7,0t0).

MAtAmIm Hm otergaA aiaoo 196$t rata U aot tgr taugpiTaaU EatoriotfL
*Qounds, structure/s, furnishings (Oootlaasd B BOYCG p(ga)

**Not e any changes i n ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff,
use, location of plaques and certificates, etc.



Special Problems | fvmut 300 of oiTyllittaw frsM tte aoax” atotfl ia*iat>T
mA tiaifflotaat aaaiag ardlwinoa to protoat klatorio oifidyfiaaBoo* loaaiNKf,
tkteidag aatd aaanaiHHi of tte XooidL poafte ia iagwifviag® OMTO ia a aaalX oava
«f pioyiLo aad otMMiMtiaaa tvylag to wooaraga faraatiia of aa IdJtario diaWiat:

aAJaoaat to OU

Iteaffiaiaat ataff to teailo tte Tlattatlaa. oaaaaially tte aateol araaao*
MliMato ia aa tiftaBtOii* teXp proTljdad Igr tte BavwaiateoaoiidiiajiSM* tei aa

Suggestions Offered , g«M. Kroporlgr appoart to te vaay tell adMaiatoraA.
IMara st oU laaaair te Mt litelr te datiJao.

0I>Ug1Wo(OaatiaaoA)t teaoM Ci—ilaslaiii #*50 gaasral atetaalaa, te*l$ adteiilad
gvaipi, ao ateiia fte ahildroa wdar 12.

ffilaiaatiawa inalada a aaaaiottor aaaftkljr (10 Matte par yaar) Unr paat 1" piavft

" aaijit ailidaa aold at tAA teodiar Stoto te timteiMMiiolaaoalirlaa_ Xao* fteffcte'
tea fahtiaEViiatodl' ia tte opantiaa of C3d ~

signed
Oaatel F. Ult?\/l a



MMaM o XATIQKAI. ET—RIC , BEOBT W m imtt lo

Qd | eePME
Sato of Visit  April 178 1973
Visltad Javos R. Zinde  Qaasr™ Sgpartetandont  Wasta« flama Qrdgp
(aaaa) Ctitle} (omia/
Boeaivod byt Bapiol B> teitel Curator Old BecanBr

caaditlGos > Old Eeoaoay, with Ita arehitaotura, green %ard«ui and period
08taM S, liiist«itl7 oonv* to i“awvisitor tha prMoaea of a diffnoat nd
earllar life style. Thaappearsaeo is m j rofzZvsMng in tte (Silo Bivar
ValloT' bttxrienad with tixe s<»lal lag of m Indhaatrlal wumaagr*

All biilldlj~s atevad adraneod paint dotarioratlon on ~ a axtazior aad
aintlag should be s*"talad «t an aarlj data. Thalatariors, to a
asssr aadant racpilrsrepaiating. fha gardms, idiile Just awatedng for
apring, appear to ba In noad of aaoch hand work to aatcli tte ditall of

tha planning and design layout.

fte nesd for additional visitor handling faoilltias (oriantatioB, rasre<Mis
?amd_ng, etc.) is also avldaat and Garator Saibal has sons saEesHMit plagEis
or Imd aoquisitlon aad davolopasnt aorlhjr ef a PaonmrlvaaiaHistorloal
sad Ifasaaa Goadlffi*aB tearing.

ngratlffli * ftia panuaant stsff is 2$ riill<*tljM nglfgraes with no ssasooal
hdp* Tte eporaing badgd vas L5000 in I T 1972 duriag ttet saas
year $17,000 wes raod'vwd in aatrsaes faa tovannaa* Soted™o of fMSi

$.50 for adults aad $.35 t<eohUdrwii after July 1, 1973, $75 for adults
and $50 for ehlldran.

Tte Curator of Edaesatlen is paid by- Earaonia Assoeiatas. Zno. TMSOOOH
aratiag asMoiation provides for alargo share ($50,000) of the sucoas”Ptl
opormtioa of Old EeBiogy.

in axtansve adueatianal/intaxpratlTa program has baan dovdced in ooop-
eratlon with Harmonle Aaaoolatas. A ilv»*in prograa for Sth grade
students is aponwrad in part 1* « $12,(X}0 grmt from the Hational
fiadoioMat for tte “oMaiitlas.

Visitation In 1971 and 1972 was 83,000. Bain sad tba oanoallatioa of ono
festival in 1972 aceomtad for tte ateanoo of an inoraasa ia 1972*

fte plsgoo is digpl*rod on tba Gharad Street aids of tte Fasst Ball and
tte eartlfloato is digplayod in an antaranca to tho sane buildlag.



Since tha last |nspecti<m a new roof and heat have been added to t ha

granary. This building now serves nany purposes, aapaoiallyintha
Interpretive program

Hanaoni e Aaaool atas relacatad an of f-site Harnonl e building within tha
stata paoperty. Restoration funds are being sought.

Special Problana - Air pollution i son tha decrease as pol | ut ! (mabat «annt
devices areinstalled at nearby factoriaa.

Tha Borough of Anbridge has created anH ttorlc District surrounding Qd
Eoon<»y pattened after the State Historic Zoning policy. Thisis

consi dered a significant step toward preserving the historic integrity
of the area.

Qt her problaiwlnclude | ack of staff and funds toreach ful |l potenti
This iscommon inmaiy parks and O d Eoonoay is fortunate tohave tha
Har noni e Association andwilling volunteers tofill inthe gmpa

Sug| aations Cffered = A d Econoay i slocated i n a depressed urban scene.

Ailistar plan shoul d be devel oped t o guide future Iand acquisition,
davel opaant and operati on.



"WmmJ C HATIONAI HISTORI REFOR  /F BIENNIAL VISIT TO
:Sa8 KITIRAL LANCMARKS
QD EGONOMY «MiJ. AGE

Dat e Of ViSit Anril 23f 1975

Visited by James R Zinck CGeneral Superintendent Western Pennsylvania G oup
(nane) (Ule) ™ (of fice)

and Dan R Hostler Chief, Area Services Al'legheny Portage RR NS
(nane) (title) (of fice)

Recieved by Daniel B. Reibel Curator Old Economy VilBge
(namej (IitW (office)

Conditions-)'" oi d Econony i sa refreshing respite of history andgreen i ntheheavily

industrialized Ohio River Valley. Thepreservation of this scene i sworthy of
the highest priorities of thePennsylvania Historical and Museum Conmm ssi on.

The appearance of theexterior paint work, roofs andbuilding interiors i s one

of neglect. | nsone cases thebuildings have not been painted i nover 10 years.
The buildingsinterior areneat andclean andt oa |lesser extent soare t he
grounds.

The site experience concentrated visitor useon walks, paths, andi nthe building
interior. Resource damage i sevident i nthese areas. Construction of additional
visitor handling facilities such as restrooms, parking lots andvisitor-orienta-
tion buildings would assist i ncontrdQLng andeliminating suchuse.

Historic district zoning surrounding Ol d Econony has been hel pful i nmaintaining
the integrity of thesite.
(per at | ons*

The site i sstaffed by 14 permanent, 3 part-time andno seasonal eraployeies. The
loss of 11 full time positionsi nthepast twoyears i sduet oinsufficient funds.
The current operation budget i s $200,000, supplemented by $80,000 fromt he
cooperating Harmonie Association. The schedule of fees was not raised as planned
on July 1, 1973, andremains $0.50 for adults and $0.35 for children under 12.
Adm ssion fees generate about $17,000 annually.

Visitation was 82,424 i n1973and 79,961 i n 1974. A decrease i nschool groups
caused t he 1974reduction.

Old Economy continues t ooffer a variety of interpretive tours and activities.
Wth thesupport of t heHarnmonie Associates, 10 different tours areoffered
and arts, crafts, demonstrations, fests andlive-in school programs are conducted.

NOroonds structure/s, furnishings
*«Note any dhange in ownership, sponsoring organisation, operating staff,
use, location of plaques and certificates, etc.



Operations (continued)

The plaque i sdisplayed on theChurch Street side of theFeast Hall and the
certificate i sdisplayed i nthemin hallway of the same buil ding.

A Decoration Arts exhibit i sbeing developed on the second floor of the
Great House with $40,000 fromprivate donations.

The visitor center conplex and parking facility costing $2, 000,000 and
additional historic sites acquisition valued at $1,500,000are scheduled i n
1977.

The historic Harnonist house nmoved by t he Harnoni e Associates several years
ago remmins unrestored due t oa lack of funds.

Three pxiblications have been printed since 1973: "A Manual for Cuides,
Docentsi> Host esses, and Vol unteers of O d Econony"',' 150 years of quilts",
a "Bibliography of Itenms related totheHarnmony Society with special
reference t o O d Econony. "

Speci al Probl ens

The lack of funds and t herequired reduction of 11 staff positions have
seriously reduced thesite's ahility tocope with thetrenendous maintenance
and operational burdens present. The maintenance staff has been reducedt o
two for 17 buildings and t he Harnoni e Associ ates have undertaken painting one
building a year.

Vandalism i na mnor probleit® however, a fire cracker burned a small holei n
an historic roof recently. Tree trimmng and primng are also needed.

Suggestions Of fered

Curator Reibel operates a very dynam ¢ program and seeks t o anke t he npst
of his resources. He i stobe coomended for his efforts toobtain donated
funds t oassist with his worthwhile programs.

The budget of thepark should be increased t opermt theenploynment of a
full staff and provide for an increased standard of maintenance byt he
Pennsylvania Historic and Miseum Conmi ssi on.

A Master Plan should be devel oped for O d Econony t o serve a basisfor
preservation and devel opment.






they would be free to cary their doctrines into
prectice.

In 1803 Rapp sold his property in Wurtem-
berg and took ship for Bdtimore in order to
find a suitable place for sattlement in the New
World. His affairsin Geamany were left in the
hands of his cgpeble young assdant, Frederick
Reichert, who followed him to Americain 1804.
More than five hundred of his followers crossd
the con inthat year. Ther first settlement wes
on atract of five thousand aores on the bank of
Connoguenessing Crek in southwestern Butler
County, Pennsylvania The colony was named
"Harmonie" or "Harmony," in recognition of
tiil»e virtue which they thought mod essntid to
their suooess It was here that the Harmony
Soddy wes formally organized on February 1y.
1805.

George Repp, later cdled Father Rapp by his
disdples, was dosn heed of the Sodety, and
Frederick Reichet wes named financial agent.
(Later, Frederick wes adopted by Father Rapp.)
By their covenant the membas agread to turn
over to Rap and his Assodates all their red
and persond property for community use and
benefit, and to abide by all the rules and regula-
tions of the Soddly. I n return, they were to re-
cdve church privileges and schod instruction,
and all the neocessties of life, whether well or
sck, whether aged or odierwise unable to work,
ang whether as children they were offspring of
living or deosesd membeas

After ten prosperous years & Harmony, the
Harmonigs sold their land; buildings, and im-
provements for $100,000, and migrated to a
27000-acre tract dong the Wd*ish River in
Indiana in 1814 and 1813. Here they founded
another Harmony. Mdaria, wes then prevaent
in that region, and laer the disgopearance of
oede sadly restricted the market for their services
and products, yet they progoered in an ea of,
nationd depresson. T h” completed a decade a
Hamony™ Indiana, thep in 1825 sold their edate
for 1190,000 to Robert Owen, the English socid
theorid.

In 1824, George Rapp, with a group of pio-
nears rrturned to Permsylvania, and founded the
town of Economy. FreiiftBA Rechert Rapp, with
the map body, arrived the following year. This
third dttlement was named fronx..the Gerinan
"Oekonomig" m«miog the sdence and practice
of econoQiics It was located on a tract of three

thousand aoes extending five miles dong the

Ohio River and one mile inland, eighteen miles

north of PFittsburgh. Building again, they soon

edablished another thriving community, whose

agriculturd and manufactured products found a

reedy maket in the PRittsburgh region. The

wedth accumulated by the Sodey played no

sndl part in the industrial devdopment of the

region, for they were reedy to invest in likely .
enterprises

The Harmonigs were skilled craftsmen and
expert famers. The amazing progperity of the
Harmony Soddy wes due to the ability of
Frederick Reichet Raop, ther financia agent,
and to the skill of the Sodety's craftanen—car-
penters  blackamiths wagonmakers weavas
tailors, and coopars Their land was amodd for
thrift and productiveness. The broadcloth, mus-
lin, sin, and velvet woven & Economy were
thought better than any Eagen product. Economy
weas known as the pioner American silk center
in the 1830s and 40's. This high-grade crafts-
manship built up a lucrative trade. At one time
the Harmony Sodety owned property worth
$2,000,000.

Decline followed the desth of Father Repp.
Many causes have been assgned for thisdecling,
including: the adoption of odibecy; excessve
generogty; some unwise invesments, and the fact
that the community gradudly becarme one aus
tained by outsde invesments rather than by its
own labors. Cdibecy wes gradudly introduced
cbout 1807; it was never a pat of the Sodely
regulations, and there were no vows thereto; but
it became a cugom which greatly restricted any
naturd increese within the community. The
adoption of children and the reception of new
membas could not overcome the lass through
degth and withdrawal. 1n 1894 there were only
eighteen members living, and only two remained
when the Sodety was dissolved in 1905.

The Soddy evary now and then was involved
in litigation, generdly through the efforts of
whuld-be-heirs of former membears 1 n 1893 there
begen a sies of law auits which troubled the
lag years of the Hamjony Sodety. Attempts
made by so-cdled heirs to lay cdam to a shae
in the Soday's property, and damege quits, were
dimulated by the exeggerated popular conception
of the wedth of the Soddy. All these atacks
were meat successfully, but even the Sodety's dis-
solution ili 1905 did not gop the litigation. In

OLD ECONOMY, AMBRIDGE, BEAVER COUNTY



N 1910 the Commonwealth began escheat pro- ¢ general assembhes and for the three annual S
~ ceedings, which were eventually settled by -an - feasts. The ‘seven rooms on the first floor were - = ..
Act of the General Assembly and jury findings +formerly -used. by the band and orchestra,; by the =~ « '
"in the Beaver County court in 1916. By this final . printing establishment, for supphes -and to house -
settlement, the Commonwealth received title to the museum. . . -~ U
the Great House blOCk and to, that half of the " In the- same. block are two dWGUlﬂgS of the T ) i
" adjoining” block on which the Music Hall is type used by I’“ordrnary _members. of. the 'Society, - G
situated. In 1919 this property was placed under Like the cighty others which were once included - ' |
the administration of the Historical Commission. :

- in the community, each had its yard with garden
- The two city blocks belonging to the Commof- “and outbuilding containing ‘workshop, quarters o
wealth- contain some of ‘the principal buildings for the cow: and’ chickens, and. storage space for -
of .the Harmony Society, 1ncludrng seventeen

.stove wood and hay: The. arrangement of the - .
structures. The Great House is a thirty-five room interiors is very similar. There are also a great
structure of hand-made red brick. Originally two . fiye- storred granary with hand-timbered first -
separate homes for Father Rapp and' Frederick

~ floot, a “store,: post office_and apothecary shop,
Reichert Rapp, and connected by a one- StOfY wing the tailor and shoe shop. with an impressive stone- -
© prior to:1832, there are some clashes in atchitec- '

vaiilted wine cellar beneath it, the cabinet shop
tural style, but as 2 whole the Great House is

where the fine woodworking was done, -and .the.. *
impressive and harmonious. The large, square, . community kitchen which was used. to prepare
 high-ceilinged rooms, amply provided with win-

the feasts. The cemetery is located on the same .
dows and fireplaces, are comfortable and inviting;  street but several . blocks away- from the “main o

and with their, furniture and equrpment which is” property.
gradually berng restored and ‘arranged, the Great
House well illustrates the cultured, mdustrrous hfe '
of the Society’s leaders, -

‘Behind the Great House are the beautiful Com- ‘
munrty Gardens, extending to the river road. Once
planted with many varieties of flowers and trees,
its shadéd. lawns are still a serene and tranquil
spot; the work of restoration will add greatly to

“the beauty of, this park." In the center of the
Gardens is a pavilion or. garden temple, with a _
fish-pond surrounding it like 2’ moat. Off ‘to one
srdelrjs the Grotto, perghaps the most unusual stiuc- . Much remains to be done bUt cven today the X
ture <on the property. . Built of rough stone . visitor cannot but feel that he is entering another ‘
boulders, having a beautiful interior, it was in- day and age when ways of hvrng were far dif-
' ‘tended to symbolize the ideal 1r1d1V1dual who— ferent from his own: There i$ cause for wonder
no. matter how rough and homely he mrght e in the strength and' aspiration of these people
on the outside—shiould be. beautiful within. - Wwho fixed their eyes- on Heaven and built a
- The Music Hall, or Feast-Hall, is a large three- _Utopra on earth In any case, their asprrrng “faith, o
~ story burldrng, of which the beaufiful Colonial their 1ndustr10us lives, and thi¢ir contributions, tq - L
doorway is a femarkable architectural, detail. The the economic development of Western Pennsyl
large hall on.the - second floor was used for’ vania deserve remembrance. ' K o
. Open daily 10°A. M.—5 P. M. Gmded tourr m/azlaéle . N j
" CURATOR: Lawrence Thurman =~ B N o
Telephone: AMbridge 6-4500 - . S
Addrerr Old Eronomy, Ambrzdge Penmylmnm :

LN ' . - I

The work of restoratron has been a long and .
arduous process, and the énd is- not yet in sight.
The Commission *had the co- operatron of the
General State Authorrty in carryrng out the initial
stages’ of its ‘program. Late nineteenth:century -

- alterations to the buildings are to be removed,
and many reparrs must -be . “made. Landscape - .
architects will attempt to restore the gardens and =~ - 7 ‘¢
grounds totheir appearance in Harmony Socrety oL
days '

‘Published by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvama Hrstorrcal and Museum Commrssron Harrrsburg, s et
' 1954 ‘ : o
'.;OLD ECONOMY AMBRIDGE BEAVER COUNTY _' T, T 3T
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United States
Department of the Interior

National Park Service, Washington, D.C.

OLD ECONOMY

Ambridge, PENNSLYVANIA

THE NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

Of the many religiously inspired Utopian experiments
in the United States during the 19th century, the
Harmony Society's settlement a Economy in Pennsyl-
vania was one of the most successful. Now restored
by the Commonwedth of Pennsylvania, Economy
reflects the zeal and productiveness of thefollowers
of the remarkable leader, George Rapp.

Rapp, who was born on October 28, 1757, in Wur-
temberg, Germany, inspired the formation of the
"Rappites’ and remained their patriarch until his
death on August 7, 1847. He became convinced that the
state church in his native land did not reflect the
teachings of Christ and began to spread his ideas. As
his influence grew, s did persecution. Thus it was
that in 1803 he travelled to Americatofind a place for
a Rappite settlement.

Rapp found an area to his liking in Butler County,
Pennsylvania; and, in 1804, his adherents in Germany
came to the United States, establishing acommunity
which they called Harmony. On February 15, 1805, the
group was organized as the Harmony Society, and a
written constitution was adopted. Inform the Societj'
was a communitarian theocracy, with Rgpp as its
leader. Although not originally a part of the Rappii.e
theology, the Society adopted the practice of celibacy
in 1807. Thus it doomed itself to eventua extinction.

Although the Society was economically quite success-
ful, the Rappites became dissatisfiedwith their location
and sold Harmony in 1814. They then moved to Posey
County, Indiana, where they founded a second settle-
ment, which also was called Harmony. This settlement
became a thriving agricultural and commercial center.
However, in 1824 the Rappites sold Harmony to Robert
Owen, who renamed it New Harmony and attempted to
establish a secular Utopian colony there.

In 1825 the Rappites acquired 3,000 acres of landin
Beaver County, Pennsylvania. There they erected a
third village, which they named Economy. Primarily
an industrial community. Economy became wealthy
through its manufactures and its use of labor-saving
machinery. Although the Society remained affluent, its
numbers had greatly declined by the 1860's. Gradually
all the factories were closed down, andin 1902-03, the
Society sold most of its land, retaining only three
blocks. Finally, in 1905, the Society was dissolved.

In 1915 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania acquired
one and one-half blocks of Economy. This area, which
includes 17 of the original Society buildings, isadmin-
istered by the State as a state historical site and is
0"en to the public. Today, Old Economy isa part of the
town of Ambridge, which is located in Beaver County.

NSHSB:IWW 5/18/65



The Village of Economy
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Fio. 3. Map of Economy, Pa., 1858 (Harmony Sodety Archives)

ey was used as a decorative dement  throughout
Harmonist crafts and architecture.

During the formative years in Germany, Fred-
erick Reichert became Rapp's assigant, and later
George Rapp adopted Frederick as his son.
Through a lifetime of harmonioudy shared lead-
ership, thee two men were compledy com-
plementary: the one a spiritual leader, the other
in charge of secular matters within the com-
munity and in the world outride Frederick
Rapp was trained as a gone mason and was in
addition a talented painter with a degp interest
in music and art. iiecause of his managerial abil-
ity and knomedge of industrial design, he is gen-
erally credited with directing the construction,
if not actually desgning the sodety's buildings
and mechanical facilities.

After more than ten years of difficulties with
church and gate authorities, the Rapps decided
to act. George Rapp went to Americato ssk a
dte for a proposed new home, while Frederick
Rapp grappled with the difficult problem of ar-

ranging for the emigration of five hundred fol-
lowers. On February 15 1805, the new arrivals
from Germany sttled on the undeveloped land
George Rapp had purchased on the Connoque-
nessing River, Butler County, Pennsylvania,
where they signed the " Articlesof Association of
the Harmony Society." These articles were a con-
tract between the dsgners and George Rapp and
his associates The dgners agreed to give all their
property for the common use of the sodety, to
obey all rules and regulations of the community,
to labor faithfully for the wefare of the group,
and to demand no reward for ther labor and
srvices should they desre to withdraw. George
Rapp and asxodates in return agreed to adopt
the subscribers as members of the sodety with
all privileges of church and school, to supply
them with all the necessaries of life in sckness
and in health, to provide for their families after
death, and to return to those withdrawing from
the sodeay ether the value of property con-
tributed or a sum of money for those who gave
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wesern Germany, Rapp preached againg the
formalities of established reigion. He defied the
church authorities by saying, "1 am a prophe
and am called to be ong" and his example and
teaching attracted many followers in the digrict
of Wurttemberg who shared in the dedre to re-
turn to a smple, direct faith* With the Har-
monigs emphads on an immediate personal re-
ligion was interwoven a mystical preoccupation

* Karl J. R. Arndt, George Rapp's Harmay Soady
(Philaddphiac Universty d  Pannsivenia Press 1965),
ﬁp. 9 15 17. Amdtswak is the dandard source for the

Igory o the Harmanids and unless atherwise indicated,
mateid in the sdion dedling with the higory o the s>
dey is largdy besed on Amdt's interpretation.

with the prophecies of the book of Revelation,
which established in their minds a certainty that
Christ would return to the earth in their time
Luther's trandation of Micah 4.8, "Unto you
will come the golden rose" hdd a special mean-
ing to the Harmonigts, to them the rose was a
symbal of the life of harmony and brotherly love
to which they aspired. " In hymn and prayer the
roe is the Divine Word made Incarnate; it is
the Messanic Rose"' and the rose of the proph-

3 Hilda Adam Kring, " The HarmaonidJ. A Fak—Cul-
tural Approedh’ prested to the faoulty of the
CGreduate Shod o Arts and Sdences  Univarsty o
Penng/vania, 1969), pp. is, 55 in the authar's possssson.
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OLD ECONOMY

The economy was not that of w/ealth
but of the method of life that these
people practiced. This way of life was
that of tirotherhood. If one had more than
one's brother had one would not have
perfect brotherhood; hence all goods
were shared in common: ekonomie. They
also practiced celibacy. They expected
the world to end and that they would
continue their earthly existence in a new
world—heaven. Economy then became an
anticipation of the heavenly home they
expected to occupy in the near future.

Old Economy was their third home.
The Harmony Society was organized at
Harmony, Pa. in 1805 among the German
followers of George Rapp (1757-1847).
In 1814-15 they moved to their new town
in Indiana, also called Harmony. In 1824-
25 they returned to Pennsylvania and
built Economy. Their wealth was based
on the production of cloth of all kinds.
Later they went into industry and financ-
ed such things as railroads, oil wells,
new towns, and banks. The Society was
dissolved in 1905. Ambridge was formed
in 1902 on the land of the Harmony
Society.

The museum portion of Old Economy
is the center of the town of Economy. It
was the industrial, commercial, religious,
and governmental portion of the village.
Except for the use of bricks it resembles
a German village of its day. No matter
how secular their use, all buildings had a
religious purpose.

The Feast Hall was the building in
which the large religious feasts of the
community were held. These occurred on
various religious and secular holidays
and were celebrated by the whole com-
munity. The large hall or saal, can hold
almost 1,000 people. The building held
the Harmonist museum and their adult
school and printing press. Behind it is
the Feast Kitchen.

On the main street are the Tailor's
Shop and the Store. The Tailor's Shop
sits on a large vaulted wine cellar and
these people were famous for their wine.
This building also held the shops of the
shoemaker, the hatmaker, and the bar-
ber. The Store was where the goods of
the Society were sold and where most of
the commercial transactions were carried
out. In their heyday (1825-1855), the
Society sold over $100,000 worth of
goods a year through the Store. The
Store also held the doctor's office and
the apothecary shop.

The Langenbacher house is a typical
dwelling. In a society where all things
were shared in common, even the houses
were alike. There are at least sixty of
these houses still surrounding the Muse-
um. However, George Rapp's House, the
Great House, was much finer and larger
than the members' houses, as Father
Rapp was treated much better by his
followers. The building has 25 rooms.
Behind this is the elaborate formal gar-
den, covering more than an acre.

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator
Old Economy



Luncheon & Dinner Tours
by Reservation '
Tours Daily — Group Tours arranged

Visiting Hours

8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Weekdays
1:00 to 5:00 P.M. Sunday

Closed Christmas, New Year's,
Thanksgiving, Good Friday, Easter,
and 2 Election Days.

Hours subject to change.

Telephone: Ambridge, 412 266-4500
Route 65, Ambridge, Pa.
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THE OLD ECONOMY FIRE ENGINE —

The big fire engine on the cover was
made by the Harmony Society at Econo-
my (now OIld Economy, Ambridge) in
1826. This was to furnish fire protec-
tion to the village they had founded. It
was the third village they built. They be-
lieved in sharing all goods and property
and they shared the load—including fire
fighting.

In their first home. Harmony, Pa.
(1804-1815), they purchased a small
engine from Pat Lyons in Philadelphia. It
was a "garden sprinkler" type, filled by
buckets, and was probably capable of no
more than 125 gallons a minute—and
probably much less. This engine was so
simple that in their second home, Har-
mony, Indiana, 1814-1825 (now New
Harmony) they built their own. This was
simply a larger version of the Pat Lyons
engine and probably had no greater capa-
city.

The third home of the Society (Econo-
my, 1824-1905) also needed protection,
so in 1826 they built their third engine.
This was a big double-piston engine, with
large "brake" arms. As the others, it did
not have a suction hose. It was filled with
water from wells on each square by buck-
et brigades. It probably had a capacity
only a little larger than the one Lyons
made for them; perhaps as high as 250
gallons but probably much less. This
engine still sits in our firehouse. | would
like to believe it was the first engine in
Beaver County but am not prepared to

make this claim. The Society still used
such rudimentary methods of fire fighting
as spacing houses well apart. The Feast
Kitchen was located well away from the
hall where the food was served. In their
woolen mill on each floor they had large
iron tanks which held water to fight fire.

The woolen mill burned down in 1833
despite the brave little engine and the
iron tanks. The woolen mill was a large
four-story building and it would have
been impossible for the Harmonists' en-
gine to put a stream on the roof or for it
to be effective if they did. This fire was
the only major fire the Society ever had.

However, they now knew that their
homemade engines, however well built,
were not good enough. In 1836 they pur-
chased a small engine from the Ramsey
Company in Seneca Falls, New York. This
is a very small engine which is still in our
collection. It probably did not have as
large a capacity as the one the Harmony
Society built in 1826 but it had two
things which the other did not have. One
was a suction hose so that it was inde-
pendent of the bucket brigade. The other
was that it probably could develop
enough pressure to shoot a stream over
the church tower—100 feet. This last
was a test often used in other areas to
test engines.

Both of these engines can be seen at
Old Economy. OIld Economy is adminis-
tered by the Pennsylvania (Historical and
Museum Commission.

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator
Old Economy
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THE GRANARY AT QD BECONOWY

Every German town of any pretension
had a village barn. Taxes were often col-
lected in grain and this is where it was
stored, along with the church tithe and
grain of private citizens who paid a rent.
The public cattle were kept there. This
building would be near the center of the
town, generally within a block of the pub-
lic square. In the smaller villages it would
be the biggest structure in town and its
threshing floor would be used for meet-
ings, dances, and public banquets.

When the followers of George Rapp
came to America from Germany they
brought the idea of a public barn with
them. They adapted this to their religious
ideas. Their first community, Harmony,
Pa. (1804-1815) had a large barn which
was appropriately called the Fruchthaus.
Their second community, also called
Harmony (1814-1825, now New Har-
mony) liad a large half-timber building
which is still standing, it has vents on the
sides which resemble embrasures and is
mistakenly called a "fort". The half tim-
ber on this building would be very typical
of the type of building the Harmonists
would be familiar with in Germany.

They built the present Granary when
they arrived at Economy (1824), their
third and final home. The purpose of the
Granary seems to have been to store
grain for the millennium. This the Har-
monists expected any minute. They seem-

ed to believe that they needed a year's
supply of grain on hand.

As were the other two Granaries, it
was built in the center of the town, just
back of the town square. This was in
keeping with its function as the village
hof or barn. The location had several oth-
er purposes. It must have been a matter
of pride that they could fill such a large
building; also, grain needs constant turn-
ing to preserve it. Therefore, it was near
the center of the labor supply.

The barn is a "mill" type building and
is made of chestnut timbers. One of these
is 55 feet long and almost 12 inches
square. The beams were pre-cut on the
ground and one can still see the Roman
numerals which the master builder cut
in them so that they could be assembled
properly. There is a large "hoist house"
on the west side from which the grain
was loaded a bag at a time at first. The
rope hoist has almost sawed through one
of the beams of the hoist from constant
use. The boards which kept the grain
from sifting out at the floor plate are
still in place. There is an elaborate house
built over each stair to keep the grain
from tumbling down. More than 23,000
cubic feet of grain could be stored on the
three floors.

The Pennsylvania Historical and Muse-
um Commission invites you to visit Old
Economy and see the Granary on your
tour.

Daniel B. Reibel, Curator
Old Economy
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PENNSYLVANIA TRAIL OF HISTORY

OLD ECONOMY
VILLAGE

The Successful 19th-century
Communitarian Venture of the
Famous Harmony Society

alo

Administered by
THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL
AND MUSEUM COMMISSION



Up Brethren, the Time hascome to leave
for North America, the promised Land.
—Harmonite hymn

For many who left their homes to aoss the
oceen, Americawes "the promised land.” For
the pious Gamans who left the Duchy of Wurt-
temberg and built Economy, now Old Econonmy
Village on the Pennsylvania Trail of Higtory, "the
promisad land" wes not merdy aBiblical dlusion.
Thezepilgrims, led by George Rapp, a vinedressr
and weave from Iptingen, cameto found a com-
munity of brotherhood and labor which would
foreshadow the millennium. Here they prepared
for Chrigt'sreturn.

Economy wes the third and final home of
the Harmony~Sodiefy; "WHIdT wes formally etab-
lished & Harmony, Pennsylvania, in 1805. The
marbas of the Sodety weae Ridids, part of a
larger movement which dgped the relUgion of
many Gamans who had earlier come to Penn-
gylvania

For may years "Fahe" Rapp had bemn
acdamed by his followers es a prophet, aview
which he hiinsdf shared. Moved by his teeching,
thoussnds head forssken "sectarian formulas' to
heed the word of God and had renounced the
ingitutional and sacramentd  church (L utheran)
to form a smpler "fdlowship in Christ."

As do=dy digned as church and date were
a home it is not surprisng that this sgpardism
upset the authorities and that Father Rapp and
many of his followers looked toward America es
a haven. Reapp arived eboard ship in Philadd-
phia in 1803. The following year he purchesd
a town gte in Butler County, now the village of
Harmony, and a mgjor program of building wes
begun. By 1806 the community numbered about
700 souls  As wes common to Pietist sodeties,
the mambars desded their property to the Sodiety.
Two yearslater, the practice of odibacy wes indi-
tuted as a preparation for Chrig's coming. In
1815, to gain the advatage of water transport,
they moygdiQ-Jndiana. 1n 1825 that community
was s0ld to Robert Owen" the English reformer—
and wag~Tenaffea New Harmony, as it remans

today—and the Harmonigts returned to Pennsyl-
vania to agan ssk more profitable markets
Here, & Old Economy Village, on a 3,000-
acre tract, the Sodely eddblished a large manu-
facturing center, among the principa products of
which were textiles of cotton, wool, and sk, al
of them acdamed for their qudity. Itsfams
weae d productive. For a time this wes the
leading industrial community in the Wes.
Except for a split provoked in 1832 by a
fake mesdah, "Count Leon,” who crested agreat
ded of trouble, the Harmonites led uneventful but

progoerous lives. However“thgjieath™ of
%EEtJil-JEi X SSEg”.the Industrial Revolution,
cdibacy, and the dearth of new mambas brought \ .
a dgedine Durmg its later period the Sodety V
invesed in ralroads, factories, land, lumber, and
oil. The Sodety wes disolved in 1905.

The town of Economy once covered about
twenty acres Old Economy Village ocoupies the
canter 6.7 axes of this aea What hes bemn
presarved and now regtored is the adminidrative,
culturd, and economic center of the town.

The large Feadt Hall wes the cultura center.
In it wee located the musaum, printing press
and adult school. The love feedts 90 typicd of
FPeis sodeties wae-sEared in the great Hall
on the ssoond floor. The Fegp TGitdhen where
meds for ebout 800 people could be prepared
on feest days is nearby.

Sevad shaps may be seen, the cabinet mak-
ar's t]AY3IQI8." the, bad™
The doctor's office, the gpothecary shop, and the
wiije cdlar provided the bedc nesds of the com-
munity. Often dase to amillion dollars of bus-
ness wes handled in the dore in a Sngle yesr.

The dwdling, which may be vidted, is one
of the messproduced housss in which these
people Uved a8 "brothers and sges”  One may



e in the neighborhood many of the Harmonist
dwellings, now used &s private homes. There is
a0 the large formal garden with its grotto, pavil-
ion, vines, arbors, and boxwood-lined paths, and
the kitchen garden of the Great House.

The Great House itdf is quite different from
the typical dwdling and shows how wdl the So-
cdey treated its leaders George Rapp Uved in
it, as did his adopted son, Frederick Reichert (or
Rapp). his Dusmess manager. |t was Reichert
wHo'desgned the buildings and planned the com-
munity. The cemeery islocated two blocks south
on lIth an(I~Chiirch StreetsT"Acrossthe greet
from the Great House is the churph. completed in
1831 now St. Johp';? J,ijirm T
v. An extendve program of resoration, now
dompleeed” has ennancfed tfl6 fliymilL al aud mdii
tectural impact of Old Economy Village. Visitors
may S it now as its membes did at the zenith
of itscareer.

Visiting Hours
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME: 830 A.M. to 500 P.M.
weekdays 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. Sunday.
WINTER: 9:00 A.M.to 4:30 P.M. weekdays,
1:00 to 4:30 P.M. Sunday.
JHours subject to change
Teephone Ambridge, Code 412, 266-4500
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HARMONIE ASSOCIATES

01(J Economy
Ambri(ige, Pennsylvania



AN INVITATION
TO JOIN AND SUPPORT

THE FRIENDS
OF OLD ECONOMY

Old Economy was once one of the
more than 130 communitarian sodeties in
the United States These were a natural
outgrowth of lack of persond and religious
freedom in Europe. Now there are about
half a dozen of these communities left as
musaums to tell the sory of avanished era
in American History. Of these, Old Econ-
omy, owned by the Pennsylvania Historical
and Museum Commisson, is one of the
largest and best preserved.

Economy gets its name from the di-
vine economy which the Harmony Society
hoped to practice on earth. Their little vil-
lage of about 1000 soulscovered over twen-
ty acres Init were their housesand factor-
ies. The Museum still presarves the center
of their village, where seventeen buildings
dand. In the sguares surrounding the
Museum groimds are many of their orig-
inal buildings, their church, and their cem-
eey. It was at Economy that the Har-
mony Society became one of the leading
industrial societies in the United States.

The Harmonie Asodaes teke their
name from this remarkable Society. The
Harmonie Society, a band of German piet-
iss not only built Old Economy but two
other similar towns in the United States.
Founded by George Rapp in 1803, this
celibate society pessad out of exigence in
1905. Economy was their home from 1824
until they were dissolved in 1905.

The Harmonie Assodaes were form-
ed to help presarve the village of Old
Economy.

AS A MEMBER
YOU WILL RECEIVE

PUBLICATIONS: The Harmonie Assodates pub-
lish a newdetter. Occasona publications on
the history of the Harmony Society will be
published.

LECTURES.- The Harmonie Associaes sponsor
one public lecture a year by an outstanding
figure in the field of socid history. Other pro-
grams are offered from time to time.

. AcCTiviriES.- The Harmonie Asodaes offer a

decent dass, a gift shop, a spring garden party,
a children's Christmas party, exhibit openings,
volunteer activitiesin the field of preservation,
and many others.

FREE ADMISSION TOOLD ECONOMY: Members
are admitted free to Old Economy and receive
invitations to all the activities of the Harmonie
Asodiaes

PRESERVATION: The Harmonie Asodates

' own one of the Harmonist housss which it is

conserving and is encouraging the preservation
of this area which has been 9 little touched
by the pesssge of 140 years.
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] Active —$10 ] ContribuHng — $25 Patron —$1000 | ~ Professional — $5
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YOUR NAME ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF POSSBLE FRIENDS OF OLD ECONOMY



Old Economy Village

on the

PENNSYLVANIA TRAIL OF HISTORY

Third and Final Home of the Famous
Harmony Society Restored as It Was
More than a Hundred Years Ago

PENNSYLVANIA
HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Adminigtered by

THE PENNSYLANIA HISTORICAL
AND MUSEUM COMMISSION

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania



OVERLOOKI NG the busy Ohio, OLD
ECONOMY at Ambridge is a the western-
most extremity of the Pennsylvania Trail of
History. Sa in the midst of one of the nation's
great industrial valleys, its peaceful atmosphere
isacurious blending of deep piety, nineteenth-
century communitarianism, and the bustling
prosperity of the early Industrial Revolutionin

America.
OLD ECONOMY was the third and fina home
The Grest Hage and Church [rom Gadan of the Harmony Society, founded by George

Rapp in 1805. Father Rapp, & he came to be called, was the religious leader of a group of
German Pietists, who migrated from Wurttemberg to escgpe persecution. Believing that Christ
would soon return to earth, these devout people were likewise convinced that they could best
prepare for this event by living acommunal life of brotherly love. This conviction led them to
create the Society at Harmony in Butler County, Pennsylvania, in 1805 and to give up all their
property to the Society to be administered by George Rapp and his associates for the benefit of
the whole community.

They dstayed at Harmony until 1815, when they moved to Indiana. Selling this New
Harmony settlement to Robert Owen in 1825, "Yey returned to Pennsylvania, establishing
ECONOMY on a 3,000-acre tract extending for five miles along the Ohio in Beaver County.

Despite its spiritual emphasis, the Harmony Society enjoyed a great material prosperity. Its
farms were well tilled and productive; the products of its craft shops found a ready market;
and its factories produced cotton, woolen, and silk textiles which were highly acclaimed for
their quality. Through itssurplus funds the Society became a stimulating influence on the econ-
omy of the whole upper Ohio Valley region, supplying investment capital for railroads, oil
wells, and many industrial enterprises.

The dow decline of the Society began about 1868 and was the result of a variety of causes
including the practice of celibacy, unwise investments, and the loss of productive energy. By
1905 it was oflicially dissolved, and in 1916 two city blocks, which formed the center of the com-
munity, escheated to the Commonwealth.

Included among the seventeen surviving structures are Rapp's Great House, the Feast Hall,
the symbolic Grotto in the gardens, and a number of shops and dwellings. With their furnish-
ings and exhibits, these buildings give the visitor a good insight into early nineteenth-century
architecture and economic life as well a an appreciation of this unique community which
united high spirituality with unusually efficient material talents.



Feast HaU and Shops

Visiting Hours
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME: 830 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. week-
days, 12:00 noon to 5:00 P.M. Sunday.
WINTER: 830 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. weekdays, 12:00 noon
to 4:30 P.M. Sunday.
Hours subject to change.

Telephone: Ambridge, Code 412, 266-4500
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IME seamsto stand still at Old Econ-
T omy, the third and final home of the
Harmony Society. Within the Great House,
the Music Hall, and the other buildings of
the state-owned property, the visitor can sense
the living spirit of a remarkable past. Here
is not only the relic of an interesting experi-
ment in communal living and industry, but a
fascinating museum of the domestic manu-
factures of the early nineteenth century. The
feeling of the past which pervades its build-
ings and grounds is heightened by the con-
trast with the industrial town of Ambridge
which surrounds it.

The beginnings of the religious movement
which culminated in the Harmony Society
were in the small kingdom of Wurttemberg,
in Southern Germany. There, George Rapp,
a lay preacher of pessant origin, gathered a
goodly band of followers by his teachings,
which stemmed from the German Pietist
movement. Pietism, like the Methodist move-
ment in England, was essentially a revolt
against the skeptical rationalism of the
eighteenth century. Encountering hostility
and intolerance in their native land, Rapp and
his followers resolved to migrate to America
where they would be free to carry their doc-
trines into practice.

In 1803 Rapp sold his property in Wurt-
temberg and took ship for Baltimore in order



to find a suitable place for settlement in the
New World. His affairsin Germany were
left in the hands of his cgpable young assgt-
ant, Frederick Reichert, who followed himto
America in 1804. More than five hundred
of his followers crossed the oceen in that year.
Their first settlement was on a tract of five
thousand acres on the bank of Connogquenes:
sng Crek in Southwestern Butler County,
Pennsylvania.  The colony was named "Har-
monie€' or "Harmony," in recognition of the
virtue which they thought mos essentid to
their suooess |t was here that the Harmony
Society wes formally organized on February
15, 1805.

George Rapp, later cdled Father Rgop by
his disciples, was dhosen heed of the Sodiety,
and Frederick Reichert was named financial
agent. By their covenant the membeas agreed
to turn ove to Rgop and his assodates all
their rel and persond property for com-
munity uee and benefit, and to abide by all
the rules and regulations of the Society. In
return, they were to receive church privileges
and schod instructions, and all the necessties
of life, whether well or sick, whether aged or
otherwise unable to work, and whether as
children they were offspring of living or de-
oesd members

After ten progperous yearsa Harmony, the
Harmonites sold their land, buildings, ad
improvements for $100,000 and migrated in
a body to a 25,000 acre tract dong the Wa-
besh River in Indiana, where they founded



the town of New Harmony in 1815. Malaria
weas then prevdent in that region, and the
hostility of neighboring settlements restricted
the market for their sarvices and products, yet
they progpered in an era of national depres
son. They completed a decede & New Har-
mony, then in 1825 sold their estate for $150,-
000 to Robert Owen, the English socid theo-
rist.

Rapp and his followers returned to Penn-
sylvania, and founded the town of Economy.
This third settlement wes named from the
German "Oekonomig," meaning the soence
and practice of economics |t was located on
a tract of three thousand aores extending five
miles adong the Ohio River and one milein-
land, eghteen miles north of Pittsburgh.
Building again, they soon edablished another
thriving community, whose agricultural and
manufactured products found a ready market
in the Pittsburgh region. The wedth accu-
mulated by the Sodety played no small part
in the industrial devdlopment of the region,
for they were ready to invest in likely enter-
prises

The Harmonites were skilled craftsmen
and expert farmers. The amazing prosperity
of the Harmony Society, until the deeth of
Father Rapp a the age of ninety, in 1847,
was probably due to the ability of Frederick
Reichert, their financial agent, and to the
skill of the Society's craftsmen—carpenters,
blacksmiths, wagon-makers, weavers, tailors,
and coopas Their land was a modd for

thrift and productiveness The broadcloth,
mudlin, satin, and velvet woven a Economy
was thought better than any Eagtern product.
This high-grade craftsmanship built up a
lucrative trade. At one time the Harmony
Society is sad to have owned property worth
at least $4,000,000.

Decline followed the desth of Father Rapp.
Many causes have been assgned for this de-
cling, including: the adoption of cdlibacy; ex-
ossve generogity; ome unwise investments,
and the fact that the community gradually
becare one sudained by outsde invetments
rather than by its own labors. Cdibecy was
gradualy introduced about 1807, and became
a firm tenet, preventing any natural increese
within the community. The adoption of chil-
dren and the reception of new members could
not overcome the loss through death and with-
drawa. In 18 there were only eghteen
membas living, and only two remained when
the Sodiety was dissolved in 1905.

In 1893 there begen a saries of law suits
which troubled the last yeers of the Harmony
Society. Charges of mismanagement, attempts
mede by so-cdled heirs to lay clam to a
share in the Sodety's property, and damege
auits, were stimulated by the exaggerated pop-
ular conception of the wealth of the Society.
All these atacks were met successfully, but
even the Sodiety's dissolution in 1905 did not
dop the litigation. Finaly, in 1910, the
Commonwedth began estchest procesdings, &
is usud when there are no hers to an etate



By the final settlement in 1916, the Com-
monweslth recdved title to the Great House
block and to that haf of the adjoining block
on which the Music Hall is Situated. 1n 1919
this property was placed under the administra-
tion of the Pennsylvania Historical Commis
son, in whoe cae it still remains.

The block and a half belonging to the
Commonwedth contains the principal build-
ings of the Harmony Society, including some
Fventeen structures. The Great House is a
forty-five room structure of hand-mede red
brick. Originally two separate homes for
Father Rapp and Frederick Reichert, and con-
nected by a one-gory wing prior to 1832,
there are some daghes in architectural style,
but & a whole, the Great House is impressve
and harmonious. The large, square, high-
calinged rooms, amply provided with win-
dows and fireplaces, are comfortable and in-
viting; and with their furniture and equip-
ment, which is gradualy being restored and
aranged, the Great House well illustrates
the cultured, industrious life of the Sodety's
leaders

Behind the Great House ae the beautiful
Community Gerdens, extending to the river
road. Once planted with many varieties of
flowers and trees, its deded lawns ae still
a serne and tranquil spot; the contemplated
restoration should add greatly to the beauty
of this park. In the center of the Gardens
is a pavilion or garden temple, with a fish-
pond surrounding it like a moat. Off to one



dde is the Grotto, perhgps the mogt unusua
structure on the property. Built of rough
stone boulders, but having a beautiful interior,
it was intended to symbolize the ided 1lar-
monite, rough and rugged on the outsde,
but containing a beautiful spirit.

The Music Hall, or Feast Hall, is alarge
three-story building, of which the beautiful
Colonia doorway is conddered the mos re-
markable architectural detail of all the struc-
tures. In its ealy days this weas redly a
Town Hall. The large hall on the secod
floor was ussd for generd assamblies and for
the three annua feasts The saven rooms on
the first floor were formerly ussd by the
band and orchestra, by the printing establish
ment, for supplies, and to house the musaum.

In the same block are two dwellings of the
type usd by ordinary membas of the Society.
Like the eighty others which were once in-
cluded in the community, eech had its yard
with garden and woodshed, and the arrange-
ment of the interiorsis more or less identical.
There ae dso a great five-storied granary
with handtimbered first floor, a dore, the
taillor and shoe shop with an impressve sone-
vaulted wine cellar benegth it, the cabinet
shop where the fine woodworking was done,
and the community kitchen which was used
to prepare the feeds.

The work of restoration hes bem a long
and arduous process and the end is not yet
in sight. The Pennsylvania Historica Com-
misson is fortunate in having the cooperation



of the Generd State Authority for the exe-
cution of many of its plans. Late nineteenth-
century dterations to the buildings must be
removed and many repairs must be made
Provision is to be made for lighting and hest-
ing. Landscgpe architects will attempt to re-
dore the gardens and grounds to the gppear-
ance they had when the Harmony Society was
a the zenith of its prosperity.

Much remains to be done, but even today
the visitor cannot but feel that he is entering
another day and age when ways of living were
far different from his own. There is cause
for wonder in the strength and aspiration of
these people who fixed their eyes on Heaven
and built a Utopiaon earth. Theimperfec-
tions, the causes of their failure, may be pesssd
over; but their aspiring faith, their industrious
lives, and their contributions to the economic
devdopment of Western Pennsylvania, de-
F=ve remembrance



Old Economy Village
was the home of the Harmonists,
anineteenth century
Christian communal society
best knownforits
piety and industrial prosperity.

ADMINISTERED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL
AND MUSEUM COMMISSION



O 4d Economy Village, the
third and final home of the
Harmony Society, was built
by one of America's most suc-
cessful Christian communal
groups.

In 1804, the Harmonists
migrated to Americafrom Ip-
tingen (near Stuttgart) in
southwest Germany seeking
religious and economic free-
dom. Nearly 800 farmers and
craftsmen followed their lead-
e George Rapp (1757-1847)
first to Butler County, Penn-
sylvania and then to Posey
County, Indiana. They stayed
10yearsineach, building and
naming their towns Harmo-
ny. The towns were designed
by Frederick Rapp (1775
1834), the adopted son of the
Founder.

In 1824, the Harmony Soci-
ety returned to Beaver Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania and built
"Oekonomie" from the pri-
meval forest overlooking the
Ohio River. The Society
gained worldwide recogni-
tion foritsreligiousdevotion
and economic prosperity.

The Harmonists developed
their simple, pietisticlifestyle
based upon that of the early
Christian Church. Because
they expected Christ's Second
Coming to earth a any rno-
ment, they adopted celibacy
in 1807 inorder to purify
themselves for the Millenium
— Christ's 1,000 year reign on
earth. Everyone worked for
the good of the Society and
received, inturn, what he
needed to live simply and
comfortably.

The Harmony Society suc-
cessfully "placed the
manufacturer beside the
agriculturalist," as Thomas
Jefferson observed of them.
They economically adapted
and developed new technolo-
giesfortheir daily needs and
lives, and made quality in-
dustrial products.

By 1825 they had construct-
ed cotton and woolen facto-
ries powered and heated by
steam engines, and devel-
oped centralized steam laun-
dries and adairy. They built
shopsfor blacksmiths, tan-
ners, hatters, wagonmakers,
cabinetmakers and turners,
linen weavers, potters, and
tinners. Later, they developed
atechnology for high-quality
silk for which they received
gold medals during exhibi-
tion competitions in Boston,
New York, and Philadelphia.

Despite the Society's eco-
nomic success, time and
events brought itsdecline. In
1832, one third of the mem-
bersleft Economy under the
leadership of Count de Leon,
a self-proclaimed prophet.
And, in 1847 Father Rapp
died. Althoughthe Har-
monist leadersturned to new
business ventures — rail-
roads, oil production, and
building Beaver Fdlsand its
industrial complex — their
economic vitality, like their
membership, waned. By the
end of the century only a few
Harmonists remained. In
1906 the Society was dis-
solved. Afterwards, the site
was acquired by the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania
in 1916 and is now ad-
ministered by the Pennsylva
nia Historical and Museum
Commission.

Today, Economy isasix-
acre historic site representing
the social, religious and eco-
nomic hub of the Harmony
Society. Over 16,000 Har-
monist objects are exhibited
in 17 restored Harmonist
structures built between 1824
and 1830. Old Economy Vil-
lage reflectsthe Harmonists'
commitment to the religious
discipline and economic in-
dustry which built their
American Utopia.



*1. Feast Hall wasNatural
History and Fine Arts Muse-
um, first open to the publicin
1826. The Library and adult
education classrooms for the
Society members were aso
here. Six times ayear, all the
Harmonists gathered in the
100 by 50foot hall on the sec-
ond floor to celebrate their
anniversaries, hold their love
feasts, and celebrate The Last
Supper.

fl. Community Kitchen

in which foodsfor Harmonist
feastswere prepared. This
building's unusual roof con-
tains twotrap doors that

open and allow steam to es-
capefrom the kitchen. A sec-
ond raised roof keepsout rain
and snow.

*3. Cabinet Shop contains
original Harmonist tools,
benches, and lathes that fash-

ioned the buUdings, wood-
work, and furnitureseen
throughout the historic site.
The Harmonist Clock Shop
and Lock Shop are next door.
Here the steeple clock of St.
John's Church (across the
street) was made.

*4. BlacksmithShop con-
tains tools used for demon-
strations. The original Har-
monist blacksmith shop was
one block eest of thisarea
There, smiths mended tools
and fashioned hoops for bar-
rels, wheels for wagons, and
shoesfor horsesinthe shop's
fivefurnaces. Present build-
ing iscirca 1900.

5. Granary housed one
year's supply of grainto be
used by the Harmonists
when Christ returned to
earth. Thisbuilding has five
floorsand acider storage cel-
lar. On the west side is the
elevator shaft that rises to the
upper levels. There were once
two such buildings a Econ-
omy.

*6. Oven used for demon-
strations. | n 1826, each Har-

monist house had one; later,
neighboring households
shared ovens. By 1870 acen-
tral bakery (near the Green-
house) provided all the Socie-
ty'sbread. Present oven built
in 1974.

7. Warehouse was probably
the first building a Economy
in 1824, for housing the Soci-
ety's Store. Two yearslater, a
new brick building (across
the yard on 14th Street) be-
camethe public store. This
framebuilding contained
supplies for the Society mem-
bers.

*8. Pump isareproduction
of an original Harmonist
pump. Some pumps at Econ-
omy drew water from the un-
derground fissurebelow the
Ohio River. Other water
flowed through the town by
underground wooden pipes
to street troughs and to the
gardens. Visitors may pump
the handle and enjoy adrink.

9. Baker House where
storekeeper RomeliusBaker,
his mother, sister, and thefa-
mous Hungarian poet Nicho-
las Lenau (in 1832) lived. Fol-
lowing Father Rapp's death.
Baker became head of the
Harmony Society but he con-
tinued to live here, near the
Store until 1860.

*10. Family Shed was vital
to aHarmonist household,
combining awood shed, cow
stall and chicken coop, neces-
sary (outhouse), cold cdlar,
storage area, and tool shed.
These sheds were sometimes
shared by Harmonist house-
holds.

*11. Baker House Garden
isare-creation of atypical
Harmonist family garden.
Old varieties of plants and
vegetables have been rein-
troduced and planted accord-
ing to historic arrangements.

12. Lenz House isclosed to
the public. Itisnamed after
Jonathan Lenz, a member
who lived here.

13. Store built in1826to
house the Harmonist Store
and Economy Pogt Office.
Here people outside the Soci-
ety could purchase
Harmonist-made cloth and
spirits, as well as hundreds of
items made in Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh — fishing
hooks, china, candy, and cof-
fee. Neighbors picked up
their mail and newspapers or
sold their wool or bacon to
the Society.

*14. MechanicsBuilding
contained the Tailor Shop,
Hat Shop, Shoemaker Shop,
and possibly the Print Shop.
Harmonist tools and benches
are displayed here. The
wooden printing press was
last used by the Harmonists
in 1832. Below these shops,

the cut-stone ceiling of the
Wine Cellar (149) rises 20 feet
a the center and contains the
barrels (one holds 1,250 gal-
lons) that once held the Soci-
ety's famous wines. From
winter to summer, the tem-
perature herevaries only a
few degrees.

*15. George Rapp Garden
was described by nineteenth-
century visitors to Economy
as "neatly laid out in lawns,
arbours, and flower beds

. " with an open Pavilion
(159) over apool that held

a"well executed female stat-
ue" holding alyre, and astraw-
roofed Grotto (15b). Many old
varieties of flowersand trees
have been returned to the

garden. Tulips, dahlias, and

other perennias werefavored

by the Harmonists, as were

apple and pear trees— a Gar-

den of Eden.

16. George Rapp House
described in 1826 as the
"principal building two sto-
ries high, with two lower
wings standing inthe same
line" along Church Street.
George Rapp furnished his
house with objects made at
Economy. Helived here with
hiswife, daughter-in-law,
and granddaughter.

17. Frederick Rapp House
added to the rear of Father
Rapp'sHouse around 1828.
Adopted by George Rapp,
Frederick was a co-founder of
the Society, an architect,
stonemason, and business-
man. He was the Society's
principal representative in
the outside world. Hefur-
nished his house with stylish
objects, many purchased in
Philadel phia or Pittsburgh.

*18. Summer Kitchen was
used for cooking and other
kitchen duties in summer's
hot weather in order to keep
the George Rapp House cool.
Today, restrooms and vend-
ing machines are available
here for visitor and handi-
capped use.

*19. Carriage House
housed the Rapp family'scar-
riages and horses. Thisre-
stored building now contains
the 1826 Harmonist-built
side-pump fire engine, alater
fire engine made in Seneca
Fdls, New York, ahearse,
and Father Rapp's carriage.

20. Greenhouse, amodern
facility. The Harmonists had a
large greenhouse (on site of
the present-day vegetable
garden) to which a conserva
tory was added around 189%.

* — Self-guided tours



VISITING HOURS
Open Tues.-Sat., 9A.M.-4 P.M.; Sun., Noon-4PM.
Closed Mondays and holidays, except Memorial Day,
July 4 and Labor Day. Admission charged. Hours may
be subject to change. Pleaseallow IVz hours for avisit.

A ticket stub from Old Economy Village is good toward reduced
adult admission at any of the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission historic sites and museums listed in the
Pennsylvania Trail of History brochure. Free unlimited
admission to all PHMC historic sites and museums is available
through the "Friends of the PHMC" program. For information
inquire where you purchased this ticket; or call (717) 787-2407.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Mid-summer, Kunstfest
December. Nineteenth-century Christmas

Seubenv:

OLD ECONOMY VILLAGE
Fourteenth and Church Streets
Ambridge, PA 15003
(412) 266-4500

Old Economy Village is accredited by
The American Association of Museums

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

5/89/50M



Old Economy

on the

PENNSYLVANIA TRAIL OF HISTORY

el fetn's>n\-eMe "Myreat'MtmtUi-anci 'CAiorcA/ Nvrrv 'harden

Third and Finad Home of the Famous
Harmony Society Restored as It Was
More than a Hundred Years Ago

PENNSYLVANIA
HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Administered by

THE PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL
AND MUSEUM COMMISSION

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania



VERLOOKING the busy Ohio, OLD
r@ ECONOMY a Ambridge is a the western-
extremity of the Pennsylvania Trail of
History. S&t in the midst of one of the nation's
great industrial valleys, its peaceful amos
phere is a curious blending of deep piety, nine-
teenth-century communitarianism, and the
bustling prosperity of the early Industrial

Revolution in America.
OLD ECONOMY was the third and final
An Interior Scene in the Great House home of the Harmony Society, founded by
George Rapp in 1805. Father Rapp, & he
came to be called, was the religious leader of a group of German Pietists, who migrated from
Wurttemberg to escgpe persecution. Believing that Christ would soon return to earth, these
devout people were likewise convinced that they could best prepare for this event by living
a communal life of brotherly love. This conviction led them to create the Society at Har-
mony in Butler County, Pennsylvania, in 1805 and to give up all their property to the Society
to be administered by George Rapp and his associates for the benefit of the whole com-

munity.

They gayed at Harmony until 1815, when they moved to Indiana. Selling this New
Harmony settlement to Robert Owen in 1825, they returned to Pennsylvania, establishing
ECONOMY on a 3000-ecre tract extending for five miles along the Ohio in Beaver County.

Despite its spiritual emphasis, the Harmony Society enjoyed a great material prosperity.
Its farms were well tilled and productive; the products of its craft shops found a ready
market; and its factories produced cotton, woolen, and silk textiles which were highly ac-
claimed for their quality. Through its surplus funds the Society became a stimulating in-
fluence on the economy of the whole upper Ohio Valley region, supplying investment
capital for railroads, oil wells, and many industrial enterprises.

The dow decline of the Society began about 1868 and was the result of a variety of
causess including the practice of celibacy, unwise investments, and the loss of prodiictive
energy. By 1905 it was officially dissolved, and in 1916 two city blocks, which formed the
center of the community, escheated to the Commonwealth.

Included among the seventeen surviving structures are Rapp's Great House, the Feast
Hall, the symbolic Grotto in the gardens, and a number of shops and dwellings. With their
furnishings and exhibits, these buildings give the visitor a good insight into early nine-
teenth-century architecture and economic life a well a an appreciation of this unique com-
munity which united high spirituality with unusually efficient material talents.



Visiting Hours
SUMMER: 830 A. M. to 500 P. M. weekdays, 12:00
noon to 6:00 P. M. Sunday.

WAINTER: 8:30 A. M .t0 4:30 P. M. Monday to Friday;
1000 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. Saturday; 12:00 noon to
430 P. M. Sunday.

Telephone: Ambridge, COngress 6-4500

BuntR VALLEY
INTCRCHANOE
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