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The Valley Mill is a 2-story structure, 40' x 60', of roughly 
dressed limestone with a walk-in basement, and wood-frame 
gables. Walls are approximately 18"-24" thick. There are 
four window openings on the upper floors on the long sides; 
those on the top floor are capped with wide wooden lintels. 
Access to the structure is through a basement door on the 
southeast and a door in the first floor on the northwest. Also 
on this latter face is the rounded opening through which the 
mill race once flowed.

The interior has been stripped of millwheel and mill stoves, 
as well as the flooring. The basic structure, however, is 
sound and the exterior unaltered.

Major efforts have begun toward restoration of the original 
exterior, and the conversion of the interior into a private 
dwelling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Throughout the middle of the 19th century, Buck Creek was 
an important focus of the rural milling industry. In the 
1850's and 1860's, as many as four (and possibly more) mills, 
both grist and lumber, were located on this small stream. 
The Valley Mill was one of these, and is probably the only 
mill left from the days when the Buck Creek milling industry 
was a crucial component of frontier and rural agricultural 
life.

The first mill at Valley Mill site was a 2-story sawmill, 
built in 1850. Changes in ownership and heightened ambition 
led to the construction, in If853, of a larger mill for the 
grinding of wheat and other grains. This latter, the Valley 
Mill, was owned and operated by B. E. Schroeder and J. H. 
Kueuzel until 1867, after which Kueuzel held sole control 
until the 1880's.
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