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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

'or HCRS use only 

•celved DEC 1 1 1980 

h i f n t e r e d ^ p p ^ g g g 

historic Lafayette-Durfee House 

and/or common Lafayette-Durfee House 

2. Location 

street & number 
94 Cherry Street 

/m not for publication 

city, town 
Fall River 

icinity of congressional district 10th 

state 
Massacdiusetts 

code 
025 

county 
Bris tol 

code 
005 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

it 
district public * . occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) I L private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 

/ \ / n \ n process 
Access ib le entertainment religious 

object 
Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
/ \ / n \ n process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered tL yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name Lafayette-Durfee Historical Foundation, Inc, 

street & number Box 63 

city, town Fall River vicinity of stateMassachusetts 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 441 North Main Street 

city, town Fall River 
state 

Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the 

title Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? yes * * no 

date 1973 ^ 1978 . federal * state . county . local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town Boston sta iteMassachusetts 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

* good ruins * altered * moved date 1R76 
fair unexposed restored 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Lafayette-Durfee House at 94 Cherry Street in Fall River's waterfront area is thought 
to have been built ca. 1747 by Thomas Durfee I I I . Georgian decorative detailing on the 
exterior of the house lends credence to this date during the Second Period (1725-1175) 
of colonial architecture. The interior was apparently altered, however, to the Federal 
style sometime late in the 18th or early in the 19th century. The house has been 
moved twice, in 1837 and 1876. I t originally stood on the east side of the highway 
(later Main Street) that ran from Newport, R.I., to Boston, near the present site of 
the Superior Court House on North Main Street. When this 
street required widening in 1837, the Lafayette-Durfee House was moved to the west side 
of i t , becoming No. 116 Main Street. In 1874 the house was sold (apparently separately 
from its lot) and within the following year a brick residence was constructed by its 
former owner on the 116 l\fein Street site. This necessitated the removal of the 
Lafayette-Durfee house by its new owner to i t s present location, originally numbered 
14 Cherry Street, but renumbered 94 in 1896. ... n 

The Lafayette-Durfee House is of frame construction, two stories plus an attic in 
height, and has a pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street. Its central chimney has 
been temporarily dismantled during the restoration of the building. The house's five-bay 
Cherry Street facade has a center entrance. Decorative detailing is limited to narrow 
comer boards; billboards; simple Georgian window caps; and a Georgian door surround 
consisting of fluted pilasters supporting a simple comice, below which is a narrow 
transom with nine rectilinear lights. The door itself is not original. Characteristic 
of the period is the fact that the second floor window caps meet the simple wooden 
comice. The house rests on a stone foundation which no doubt dates to 1876 when the 
house was moved to this site. 

A two storey frame addition, two bays in width and having a pitched roof, extends from the 
back of the Lafayette-Durfee House, giving i t an overall L-shape. This addition, like 
the main part of the house, is clapboard sheathed and rests on a stone foundation built 
to accomodate the slope of the lot. 

The Lafayette-Durfee Ffouse is presently being restored under the direction of the 
Lafayette-Durfee Historical Foundation which purchased the property in 1973. On the 
interior of the house. Federal style detailing includes simple wooden fireplace 
surrounds with mantels, chair rails, and wainscotting. Boxed beams (as in the "Keeping 
Room") and boxed comer posts are, however, characteristically found in Second Period 
dwellings. 
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NAME: 

LOCATION: 

OT'JNER: 

DESCRIPTION: 

DATE: 

SIGNIFICANCE; 

ACREAGE: 

VBD: 

UTM: 

Lafayette-Durfee House 

94 Cherry Street 
F a l l River, Mass. 

Lafayette-Durfee Historic Foundation, Inc. 
Box 63 
F a l l River, Mass. 

See 'B' Form - attached and 
Individual National Register Nomination 

« 
c.1747 

See 'B' Form - attached and 

Individual National Register Nomination 

Less than one acre; 4,957 sq. f t . 

Assessor's Plat 0-13, Lot 60 

P a l l R i v e n 19 / 320ij.95/ lj.620160 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

J ! _ 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 

. engineering 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 

. exploration/settlement philosophy 
industry * politics/government 
invention _* 

Marquis HP 

- religion 
_ science 
- sculpture 
_ social/ 

humanitarian 
. theater 
- transportation 
- other (specify) 
Lafayette visits 

Specific dates 1747 Builder/Architect /|/^ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Lafayette-Durfee Ffeuse possesses integrity of design, setting, and materials and 
is significant for the quality of its design as well as its historical associations. 
I t was built as a farmhouse in ca. 1747 by Thomas Durfee I I I (1721-1796), a prominent :. 
Fall River citizen who continue3~to live in i t until his death in 1796. Durfee was 
long a member of the General Court of Massachusetts in both the House and Senate, and 
was for six years a member of the Governor's Council. 

Thomas Durfee's eldest son. Col. Joseph Durfee (1750-1841), became known for his 
command in May 1778 of a small group of patriots who defended the village against 
about 150 British troops. This Revolutionary War skirmish is known and celebrated as 
the "Battle of Fall River". Joseph's friendship, moreover, with the Marquis de 
Lafayette occasioned the latter's stays at the Durfee house when he travelled between 
Newport and Boston. The house thus acquired its present name. Joseph Durfee and the 
French military leader not only had the Revolution in common, but also the fact that 
the Durfee (originally d'Orfg) family had come from France. When the Marquis retumed 
to France, he sent Mrs. Durfee two greyhounds in appreciation of her hospitality. 
Joseph Durfee later started Fall River's f i r s t cotton mill and was a founder of the 
First Congregational Church. 

In 1836 Thomas Durfee IV, Joseph's youngest brother, finally sold the Lafayette-Durfee 
house out of the family. Today one of the founding members of the Lafayette-Durfee 
Historical Foundation, owner of the house since 1973, is a member of the Durfee family. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Books: 1862 History of Fall River,by Rev. Orin Fowler, pages 30, 46 

1877 Centennial History of Fall River, by Henry H. Earl, page 10 
1877 Fall River and its Industries, by Frederick Peck d, Henry H. Earl, page 198 
1906 History of Fall River, by Henry M. Fenner, pages 16, 20, 112 

10. Geographical Data mm um 1131 VERiriLD 
Quadrangle scale 1^ 24 ,000 

Acreage of nominated property Eighteen and 21/100 square rods 
Quadrangle name Fal l River, Mass . - R . I . 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Please refer to the attached deed description which is recorded with the Fall River 
Itegistry of Deeds in Book 1083, Page 133. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state A//l~ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Anne Booth, Consultant, with Florence C. Brigham, Secretary 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 1980 

1 

street & number 204 Washington Street telephone 6 1 7 - 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town Boston state ^fessachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the stat^ is: 

national state ^ \ local 

As the designated State IHistoric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set i o r t M n the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

tme 
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission 

date 

I For HCRS use only 
I herebyjcertify that this property is included in theJ>lational Register 
^ ^ X , / , -^"tered in the 

date 

feeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 6 3 5 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

rOR HCRS USE CWLY 

RECEIVED I 1 TO 

DATE ENTERED, 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 1 

1911 Cotton Centennial History of Fall River, by Henry M. Fenner, 
pages 14-17, 52 

1941 History of Fall River, by Arthur S. Phillips, page 19 

Genealogy: Descendants of Thomas Durfee 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Prnp^rty ^^o/^ZyU'Jd^-AL^/j^ 1^^^. 
Stat*. Count;: ^ i ^ f M 
Federal Agency: 

_ _ resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
iappeal 

lfnlt*d ttat** D«p*rtm*nt of th* litt*Hor 
National Pai1( S«nrlc« 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Dat-e:_c2vi^ 
Date Dua- jy^M: 
Action: _fr^CEPT if//^r/P.l 

Entered in tha RETURN 
National Eeg3|^g:^ REJECT. 

plYOtOS 

nwips _ Z _ 

Substantive Review: sample request appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locatiorv 

3. Classification 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

(" 
summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary aelection 



8. S igni f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

>. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Qeographlca l Data 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
T I M evMhiaiad alifnNlcanoe o4 ttils preparty wMMn Vw Male IS' 

al morn local 

I nwionc nvaanranan umcer eipnaiurv 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 





























Lafayette-Durfae House 
94 Cherry Street 
F a l l River, MA 

The owner was o r i g i n a l l y n o t i f i e d of MHC's intent to nominate on 9/5/80 and 
responded i n favor. 

The State Review Board considered the nomination on 10/8/80, and voted 
unanimously i n favor. 

The nomination was submitted to the National Register on 11/ 18/80; i t was 
retumed to MHC on 2/13/80. 

c-wnership was v e r i f i e d on 11/23/81, and the owner was re n o t i f i e d of MHC's 
intent to nominate on 12/14/81. They responded i n favor on 12/21/81. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

J I ^ MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered APRIL 15, 1982 

Name Location 

Lafayette-Durfee House 

Port Royal House 

Harlow, Sgt. William, Family Homestead 

Fall River 
Bristol County 

Chatham 
Barnstable County 

Plymouth 
Plymouth County 

Notified 

Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office 
North Atlantic Regional Office 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504 



\ 

\ 
t , CAROLINE E. DURFEE 

MASSACHUSETTS WARRANTY DEED INDIVIDUAL (LONO FORM) 872 

of F a l l River B r i s t o l County, Massachusetts 

being unmarried, for consideration paid, xHdcjbxjEoikxoocidKCejiODXJjfe 

granc t̂o LAFAYrTTE DURFEE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION, I N C . , a c h a r i t a b l e • 
c o r p o r a t i o n o rgan ized under the Laws o f the Commonwealth o f 
afx Massachusetts, w i t h the p r i n c i p a l o f f i c e !|J3{^xwKratidi>cfiO0tRaiit« 
of the c o r p o r a t i o n a t 240 Florence S t r e e t , F a l l R i v e r , Massachusetts, 
toiaodxir w i t h warranty covenants 

(Description and encumbrances, if any) 

A certain l o t or parcel of land, with the buildings thereon situate i n 

F a l l River, B r i s t o l County, Massachusetts, on the northerly side of 

Cherry Street and bounded and described as follows: 

Beginning at the southeast corner of said l o t i n the l i n e of the 

northerly side of Cherry Street and running thence Westerly by said 

Cherry Street F i f t y and F i f t y - n i n e One-hundredths (50.59) feet to land 

now or formerly of Mabel G. Blackway, fo r a corner; thence running 

northerly by said l a s t named land Ninety-eight (98) feet to land 

supposed to belong now or formerly to Jerome B. Westgate; thence running 

easterly by said l a s t named land F i f t y and Fi f t y - n i n e One-hundredths 

(50.59) feet t o land now or formerly of one Pierce; thence running 

southerly by said l a s t named land Ninety-eight (98) feet to the point 

of beginning, containing about Eighteen and Twenty-one One-hundredths 

(18.21) square rods, more or less. 

Being the same premises conveyed to me by deed of Edna M. Reseigh, 

et a l , dated August 29, 1973 and recorded with the F a l l River D i s t r i c t 

Registry of Deeds, Book 1083, Page 133. ' ' 

There i s no monetary consideration for t h i s t r a n s f er, which i s 
intended as a g i f t from the grantor to the grantee. 

i • 

n 
11 
. / 

1 mo 



30CK 101)2 PAGE 46y 

mitntBB W. iiand and seal this day of Pecember 

^2. t . tT^^^ ' - r t .<*-<^. .^ 

.19 73 

If 

B r i s t o l ss. 

Slfr Qinmrnnmucaltli of IHascorlptarlta 

F a l l R i v e r December 3 1 , 

Then personally appeared the above named CAROLINE E. DURFEE 

19 73 

and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be ^ e r i l ^ ^ deed, before^ 

iiK^A-
Notary Public—J}(̂ ĵ 

My conmission expires ^^^X'S/^... .» i^.-tj- '9 

fl«c'd DEC 3 1 1973 AT 12- 4 3 PMAND RECORDED 
, ,iV- A true copy of instrument as recorded in Bristol County 

Fall River District Registry of Deeds in Book I0%> Page s 4-4, i/,̂ ,̂  

(Star 
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7. Original owner (if known) Thomas D u r f e e I I I 

Original use r e s i d e n c e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and datesBoarding House, house museum ( 1973 ) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural ^ Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts • settlement invention 
Commerce Industry ZZZZ Social/ 
Communication Mil i tary _^ humanitarian 
Community development y Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
An i m p o r t a n t e a r l y ( c . 1747) farmhouse t h o u g h t t o have been b u i l t by 

Thomas Durfee I I I (one of John Hancock's p a l l - b e a r e r s , and a prominant f i g u r e 
i n Commonwealth p o l i t i c s ) . The house w i t h i t s s i m p l e Georgian d e t a i l 
o r i g i n a l l y s t o o d on t h e ea s t s i d e of t h e 'highway* (now Nor t h Main S t . ) t h a t 
ran from Newport, R . I . t o Boston, near t h e p r e s e n t s i t e of the S u p e r i o r Court 
House and R e g i s t r y of Deeds. When t h e s t r e e t r e q u i r e d w i d e n i n g , the house was 
moved t o t h e west s i d e of t h e s t r e e t (116 No. Main S t . ^ . I n 1874 the house 
was s o l d t o David M. Anthony, a p a r t n e r i n Anthony, S w i f t & Co. p r o v i s i o n s , 
who b u i l t an e l a b o r a t e b r i c k mansard house on t h e l o t and moved the house a g a i n , 
t h i s t i m e t o i t ' s p r e s e n t l o c a t i o n on Cherry S t . 

The L a f a y e t t e - D u r f e e House was one of t h e l a r g e s t and most i m p o r t a n t 
houses near t he c e n t e r of t h e c i t y which was s t a n d i n g a t the time of the 
R e v o l u t i o n , and where General L a f a y e t t e s t a y e d d u r i n g an e x p e d i t i o n between 
Newport and Boston. 

Moving i m p o r t a n t houses has always been common p r a c t i c e i n F a l l R i v e r , 
however t h e 1837 move i s p r o b a b l y t h e e a r l i e s t documented move. I n t h e mid-
1870's, as the i n d u s t r i a l and bu s i n e s s s e c t i o n s of t h e c i t y expanded, houses of 
note were moved q u i t e r e g u l a r l y . 

For more i n f o r m a t i o n - see N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r Nomination ^"7; 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

A t l a s 1895-shown 
1883-shown, no name near c o r n e r D a n f o r t h & Cherry 
1871-D.M. Anthony on N o r t h Main S t r e e t 

1 8 6 2 - H i s t o r y of F a l l R i v e r , O r i n Fowler p. 30, 46 
1877-Contennial H i s t o r y of F a l l R i v e r , Henry H. E a r l p.10 
18 7 7 - F a l l R i v e r and i t ' s i n d u s t r i e s , F r e d e r i c k Peck & Henry H. E a r l p. 198 

F i l e on 368 No. Main S t r e e t 


