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1. Name

historic L afayette-Durfee House

ada comon Lafayette-Durfee House

2. Location
A Cherry Street

street & number /m not for publication

city, town Fall River icinity of congressional district 10th
M assacdiusetts 025 Bristol 005
state code county code
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use "
district public *. occupied agriculture museum
building(s) IL private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object /\In\n process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered tL yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
neme Lafayette-Durfee Historical Foundation, Inc,
street & number Box 63
city, town Fall River vicinity of statelM assachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds
street & number 441 North Main Street
Gity, town Fall River state Massachusett s
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the
titte  Commonweal t h has this property been determined elegible? yes ** no
dae 1973 " 1978 .federal * state . county . local

depostory for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commisson

city, town Boston stalteM assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered original site

* good ruins * altered * moved date 1R76
fair unexposed restored

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Lafayette-Durfee House at 94 Cherry Street inFall River's waterfront area i s thought
to have been built ca. 1747 by Thonas Durfee [I1.  Georgian decorative detailing on the
exterior of the house |ends credence to this date during the Second Period (1725-1175)

of colonial architecture. Theinterior was apparently altered, however, to the Federal
style sonetine [ate i nthe 18th or early i nthe 19th century. The house has been

noved twice, in 1837 and 1876. It originally stood onthe east side of the hi ghway
(later Main Street) that ran fromNewport, R 1., to Boston, near the present siteof
the Superior Court House on North Main Street. Wien this

street requiredw dening i n 1837, the Lafayette-Durfee House was noved to the west side
of it, becomng No. 116 Main Street. 1n 1874 the house was sold (apparently separately
fromits lot) and within the following year abrick residence was constructedby its
former owner onthe 116 [\fein Street site. This necessitatedthe renoval of the

Laf ayette-Durfee house by its newowner to its present |ocation, originally nunbered

14 Cherry Street, but renunbered %4 i n 1896. .. N

The Lafayette-Durfee House i s of frame construction, two stories plus anatticin

height, and has apitchedroof, ridgeparallel tothe street. Its central chimmey has
been tenporarily dismantled during the restoration of the building. The house sfive-bay
Cherry Street facade has a center entrance. Decorative detailing islimted tonarrow
coner boards; billboards; sinple Georgian w ndow caps; and a Georgian door surround
consisting of fluted pilasters supporting a sinple com ce, bel owwhich is anarrow
transomwith nine rectilinear lights. Thedoor itself isnot original. Characteristic

of the periodisthe fact that the second floor w ndow caps neet the sinpl e wooden

com ce. The house rests ona stone foundationwhich no doubt dates to 1876 when the
house vas noved to this site.

Atw storey frame addition, two bays i nwi dth and having a pitchedroof, extends fromthe
back of the Lafayette-Durfee House, giving it an overall L-shape. This addition, |ike
the main part of the house, i s clapboard sheathed and rests ona stone foundation built

to acconodate the slope of the |ot.

The Lafayette-Durfee House i s present!|ybeing restoredunder the direction of the

Laf ayette-Durfee Historical Foundation which purchased the propertyin1973. Qnthe
interior of the house. Federal Stfll e detailing includes sinple wooden fireplace
surrounds with mantels, chair rails, and wainscotting. Boxed beans (as i nthe "Keeping
W) and boxed coner posts are, however, characteristically found i n Second Peri od
wel |1 ngs.
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NAME Lafayette-Durfee House
LOCATI O\ 94 Cherry Street
Fall River, Mass.
O INR Lafayette-Durfee Historic Foundation, I nc.
Box 63
Fall River, Mass.
DESCR PTI O\ See 'B Form- attached and
Individual National Register Nom nation
«
DATE c. 1747
S| &GN FI CANCE; See 'B Form- attached and
Individual National Register Nom nation
AREACE
Less than one acre; 4,957 sq. ft.
VBD
Assessor's Plat 0-13, Lot 60
UM

Pall Riven 19/ 320ij.95/ 1j.620160



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- - religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law _ science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature - sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military _ social/

J!_ 1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry *  politics/government - transportation

invention ~_* - other (specify)
Marquis HP| af ayette visits
Specific dates 1747 Bui | der/ Architect Ve

St atement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Lafarette-Durfee Heuse possesses integrity of design, setting, andmterial s and
Is significant forthequality of its designaswell asits historical associations.

It was built as a farnhouse i nca. 1747 by Thonas Durfee |11 (1721-1796), a prom nent
Fall River citizen who continue3~to live 1 nit until hisdeath in179. Durfee was
long a nenter of the General Court of Massachusetts i nboth the House and Senate, and
was for sixyears anenber of the Gvernor's Council.

Thonas Durfee' s el dest son. Col. Joseph Durfee (1750-1841), becane known for his
coonmand | nNay 1778 of asmall group of patriots who defended the village against
about 150 British troops. This Revolutionary Vér skirmsh i s known and cel ebrated as
the "Battle of Fall River". Joseph's friendship, noreover, with the Marquis de

Laf ayette occasioned the |atter's stays at the Durfee house when he travelled bet ween
Newport and Boston. The house thus acquiredits present nane. Joseph Durfee and the
French mlitary | eader not only had the Revolution i n coomon, but also the fact that
the Durfee (originally d Ofg) famly had cone fromFrance. VMden the Marquis retumed
to France, hesent Ms. Durfee two greyhounds i nappreciation of her hosp|tal|tty.
Joseph Durfee |ater started Fall River'sfirst cottonmll and was a founder of the
First Congregational Church.

In 1836 Thonas Durfee |V, Joseph's youngest brother, finally sold the Lafayette-Durfee
house out of the famly. Today one of the foundi ng nenters of the Lafayette-Durfee
Historical Foundation, owner of the house since 1973, i s anener of the Durfee famly.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Books: 1862 History of Fall Rver,by Rv. Oin Fower, pages 30, 46
1877 Centennial History of Fall River, by Henry H Earl, page 10
1877 Fall River and its Industries, by Frederick Peck d Henry H Earl, page 198

1906 History of Fall River, by Henry M Fenner, pages 16, 20, 112

10. Geographical Data M
Acee of nomingted propaty  Eighteen and 21/100 square rods Lm

Quedage nare Fall River, Mass.-R.I. Quadrangle scale 1" 24,000
UM References
higl Ubiolsi2lol k i6]ii9]ii6i0 B L JI
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing -
cLU 11111 DLJJ LU. 5L .
elLL TIITTTI LI I Li 3-,
JL H L NI B B B

Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to the attached deed description which is recorded with the Fall River
Itegistry of Desds in Book 1083, Page 133.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

dae Alll~ ocode county oode

state code courty code
11. Form Prepared By

namefite Anne Booth, Consultant, with Florence C. Brigham, Secretary

organizaion Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae August 1980
drest & numba 204 Washington Street telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state  T€SSachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the stat” is:

national state A\ local

As the designated State IHistoric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setiortMn the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director, Mssachusetts Historical Comm ssiagn
tme date
| For HCRS use only

I herebyjcertify that this property is included in theJ>lational Register

D O / , N'tered in the
date
feeper of the National Register
Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 938 635
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1911 Cotton Centennial History of Fall River, by Henry M Fenner,
pages 14-17, 52
1941 History of Fall River, byArthur S Phillips, page19

CGeneal ogy: Descendants of Thonas Durfee



Ifnit*d ttat** D«p*rtm*nt of th* litt*Hor

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Nati :
ational Pail( S«nric«
EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET
Prnp~rty  Ao/AzZyU'Jd™-ALN A INAA, Working No.
Stat*. Count;: AN A M Fed. Reg. Dat-e:_c2vi®
Federal Agency: Date Dua- Jy*M:
Action: _frrCEPT if/i~ /P
resubmission Entered in tha RETURN

nomination by person or local government
owner objection
iappeal
Substantive Review: sample request
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: technical

substantive
1. Name

2. Locatiorv

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

¢
summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary aelection

National Eeg3|*g:® REJECT.
plYOtOS
nwips _Z

appeal NR decision

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

corrections cited below
reasons discussed below



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other
>. Major Bibliographical References

10. Qeographlcal Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

TIM evMhiaiad alifnNIcanoe o4 ttils preparty wMMn Vw Male IS

al morn local

| nwionc nvaanranan umcer eipnaiurv

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504










































Lafayette-Durfae House
94 Cherry Street
Fall River, M\

The owner was originally notified of MHC s intent to nomnate on 9/5/80 and
responded i n favor.

The State Review Board considered the nomnation on 10/8/80, and voted
unani nously in favor.

The nomnation was submtted to the National Register on 11/ 18/80; i t was
retumed to MHC on 2/ 13/ 80.

c-wnership wasverified on 11/23/81, andthe owner was renotified of MHCs
intent to nomnate on 12/14/81. They responded i nfavor on 12/21/81.



BENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER OF H STAR C ALACES
JIA MSSAAHLEETTS
Date Entered APRL 15, 1982

Nane Location
Laf ayett e- Durf ee House Fall River
Bristol County
Port Foyal House (hat ham
Bar nst abl e County
Harlow, Sgt. Wlliam Famly Honestead P ynout h

P ynouth Gounty

Notified
Honor abl e Margaret M Heckl er State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Gerry E Sudds Ms. Patricia L. Veéslowski
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Honorable Paul E Tsongas Hi storical Comm ssion
294 \Wéshington Street
Md-Atlantic Regional Ofice Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

North Atlantic Regional Office

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202) 272-3504



MASSACHUSETTS WARRANTY DEED INDIVIDUAL (LONO FORM) 872

\
t, CAROLINE E. DURFEE

of Fall River Bristol County, Massedhusdts
bang unmarried, for consderation pad, xHdghxjEakxooddK CgiODXJfe

ganc™Mo LAFAYITTE DURFEE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION, INC., a charitable .

corporation organized under the Laws of the Commonwealth of

afx Massachusetts, with the principal office HI3{ *xwK ratidi>cfi OOtRaiit«

of the corporation at 240 Florence Street, Fall River, Massachusetts,
toiaodxir with warranty covenants

(Description and encumborances if any)

A certainlot or parcel of land, with thebuildings thereon situate i n
Fall River, Bristol County, Massachusetts, on t henortherly side of
Cherry Street and bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at t he southeast corner of said ot i ntheline of the
northerly side of Cherry Street and running thence Westerly by said
Cherry Street Fifty and Fifty-nine One-hundredths (50.59) feet t o land
now or formerly of Mabel G Blackway, for a corner; thence running
northerly by said |ast named |and Ninety-eight (98) feet to land
supposed t obelong now or formerly t oJerome B. Westgate; thence running
easterly by said last naned |and Fifty and Fifty-nine One-hundredths
(50.59) feet toland now or formerly of one Pierce; thence running
southerly by said |ast named |and Ninety-eight (98) feet tothepoint
of beginning, containing about Eighteen and Twenty-one One-hundredths

(18.21) square rods, nore or |ess.

Being t he same prem ses conveyed t one by deed of Edna M Resei gh,
et al, dated August 29, 1973 and recorded with theFall River District
Registry of Deeds, Book 1083, Page 133. ' '

. There i sno nmonetary consideration for this transfer, whichi s
intended as a gift from thegrantor tothe grantee.

11



[K 101)2 PE 46y

mitntBB ~ W. iiand and sd  this day of Pecember 1973

A2 LATAM -t .<*-<h A

Slfr Qinmrnnmucaltli of IHascorlptarlta

Bristol ss. Fall River December 31, 19 73
Then personally gppeared the above named CAROLINE E. DURFEE
and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be ~Ner A deed, before®
IHKMA-
Naay Public—J} (™Y

My armision eqiress MAX'SAL » M- 9
flec'd DEC3 1 1973 AT 12 4 3 IVAND REOCRCED

V- A true copy of instrument as recorded in Bristol County
Fall River District Registry of Deeds in Book I0%> Page s 44, i/ "

(Star
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7. Original owner (if known) Thomas Durfee I | |
Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and datesBoarding House, house museum (1973)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural N Exploration/ Science/

The Arts . settlement invention
Commerce Industry Z2ZZZ  Social/
Communication Military N humanitarian
Community development y Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

An important early (c. 1747) farmhouse thought t o have been built by
Thomas Durfee | 1| (oneof John Hancock's pall-bearers, and a prominant figure
in Commonweal th politics). The house with itssimple Georgian detail
originally stood on t heeast side of the'highway* (nowNorth Main St.) that
ran from Newport, R.I. t oBoston, near thepresent site of t heSuperior Court
House and Registry of Deeds. When t hestreet required widening, thehouse was
noved t ot he west side of thestreet (116No. Main St.*, I n 1874 t he house
was sold t oDavid M Anthony, a partner i nAnthony, Swift & Co. provisions,
who built an elaborate brick mansard house on t hel ot and noved t hehouse again,
this time toit'spresent location on Cherry St.

The Lafayette-Durfee House was one of thelargest and most important
houses near t hecenter of thecity which was standing at thetime of the
Revolution, and where General Lafayette stayed during an expedition between
Newport and Boston.

Moving important houses has always been common practice i nFall River,
however t he 1837 nove i sprobably t heearliest documented nove. I nthe mid-
1870's, as theindustrial and business sections of thecity expanded, houses of
note were nmoved quite regularly.

For more information - see National Register Nomination T

10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Atlas 1895-shown
1883-shown, no name near corner Danforth & Cherry
1871-D. M Anthony on North Main Street

1862-History of Fall River, Orin Fowl er p. 30, 46

1877-Contennial History of Fall River, Henry H Earl p.10

1877-Fall River and it "' sindustries, Frederick Peck & Henry H Earl p. 198
File on 368 No. Main Street



