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Sketch Map: Draw map showing structure's location 
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Town Waltham, MA 

Address Winter Street 

Name Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House 

Ownership: c i t y of Cambridge Public 

Private 

Type of Structure (check one); 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort 
gate 
kiln 
lighthouse 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall " 
windmill 

.other Gate house 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1897-1898 

Source Cambridge Annual Documents - 1885-99 

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known): 
Marshall N. Stearns 

Construction material Granite 

Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition Good 

UTM REFERENCE n/^l^AOf'/M^^O 

USGS QUANDRANGLE AoMtQ/lX) 

Hoved J10_ Date n/a 
less than one acre (1-1-( 

Acreage Part of 1,030 acre reservoir 

Setting Adjacent to Hobbs Brook basin 

i n wooded area i n Waltham and Weston 

Recorded by Ed Gordon 

Organization Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date August. 1186 

revised by C. Jenkins 4/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. I t was b u i l t i n 1897-98 as a component of the City 
of Cambridge water supply, and i s the only piece of that system w i t h i n the City of Waltham. 
I t i s an excellent and well-preserved example of a water supply gate house, and i s a unique 
architectural type i n Waltham. " I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His­
t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other 
structures within the community. 
The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House i s a diminutive square, rock-faced granite structure which 
i s linked to the Winter St. dam via a short wooden bridge. This gate house i s composed of a 
rock faced granite platform and 1-story gate house structure. I t s walls are pierced by t a l l 
narrow arched openings edged with rock faced granite blocks which stand i n contrast with 
the hammered granite blocks of the upper walls. This small structure i s surmounted by a f l a t 
roof with bracketed cornice and copper balustrade. 

see continuation sheet for Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House contains the sluicegates for the Hobbs Brook Storage Basin— 
a large reservoir which i s a major source of water for the c i t y of Cambridge. Straddling 
several towns, including the N.W. section of Waltham this reservoir was b u i l t i n 1894-1898. 
I t i s the only late 19th century reservoir gate house wi t h i n Walthar.'s c i t y l i m i t s . I t s 
construction was a project of considerable magnitude involving careful planning, legal work 
and engineering expertise. The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House i s situated on the southern shore 
of the Hobbs Brook Basin, on Winter St. I t represents the work of Waltham builder Marshall N. 
Stearns. He was also responsible for the construction of the Stony Brook Basin Gate House, of f 
South Street, j u s t over the Waltham l i n e i n Weston. The Hobbs Brook Basin was the last i n a 
series of reservoirs constructed by the c i t y of Cambridge during the l a s t half of the 19th 
century, including Fresh Pond (1856) and the Stony Brook Basin i n Waltham, Weston, and Lincoln 
(1884-1887). The Hobbs Brook Basin covers about 1000 acres of land taken from Waltham, Lincoln, 
and Lexington. The creation of t h i s storage basin necessitated the c i t y of Cambridge's purchase 
of forty-three farms and parts of farms, including buildings. Construction on the Hobbs Brook 
Basin was begun in October 24, 1894 and ceased for a tl-ae—resuming on A p r i l 11, 1895. Con­
struct i o n work on the reservoir was conducted by The Standard Construction and Supply Co. The 
Wijiter Street dam was constructed i n 1896. I n the construction of t h i s reservoir's various 
components—including the Lincoln St. Dam, Winter St. Dam and Payson Park Reservoir, about 
186,000 cubic yards of earth was required f o r making embankments and about 14,750 cubic yards 
of ledge rock was removed i n preparing the foundations. Presumably t h i s Winter St. Gate House 
functioned l i k e i t s counterpart off South St. on Stony Brook—multiple chambers located below 
the Gate House structure. At Stony Brook two of i t s f i r e chambers were used for waste water 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

"Inspection of Water Works System" — 1989 
W.P.L. Collection 
Cambridge Annual Documents 1894, 1895, 1986. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE continued 

and the otherthree to f i l l up the basin when necessary. Presumably, a sluice gate is housed 
within this structure to permit the water to escape when the water is unable to carry i t . 
The Hobbs Brook Basin continues to serve Cambridge as a source of water. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House is part of the City of Cambridge water supply system. The 
present nomination is confined to the gatehouse structure, because i t is the only component of 
the system that stands f u l l y within the bounds' of the City of Waltham, and thus has been 
researched for this nomination whose bounds follow that of the c i t y . The City of Cambridge 
is considering plans to nominate the entire systemi which f a l l s within the communities of 
Cambridge, Belmont, Waltham and Weston. ' . • , 
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WALTHAM, MA ^̂RA 

Hobbs Brook Basin Gatehouse 
Vi'inter Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 

lo t #11-1-1 



1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
Winter Street 
Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House 
88-A-760 




