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DESCR PTI ON

Date ca. 1897-1898

Source Canbridge Annual Docunents - 1885-99

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known):
Marshall N Stearns
Condruction material Granite
Alterations (with dates) none
Gondition God
Hoved 10 Dt e n/ a

| ess than one acre (1-1-(

Acreage Part of 1,030acre reservoir

Setting Adjacent t o Hobbs Brook basin

in wooded area i nWltham and Wston

Recorded by Ed Gordon

Organi zation Waltham Historical

Date August. 1186
revised by C Jenkins

Conmi ssi on
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NATI ONAL REG STER CRITERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and associations. | twas built i n1897-98 as a conponent of the City

of Cambridge water supply, andis the only piece of that system within the City of Wal tham
It i s anexcellent andwell-preservedexanple of a water supply gate house, andi s a unique
architectural type inWltham "It neets criteria Aand C of the National Register of His-
toric Places.

mmﬁﬂﬁé%ﬁs&rlm inportant design features and evaluate in terns of other

The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House is a di mnutive square, rock-faced granite structure which
is linked tothe Wnter St. damvi a a short wooden bridge. This gate house i s conposed of a
rock faced granite platform and 1-story gate house structure. Itswalls are pierced by tall
narrow arched openings edged with rock faced granite blocks which stand i n contrast with

the hammered granite blocks of theupper walls. This small structure is surmounted by a flat
roof with bracketed cornice and copper balustrade.

see continuation sheet for Boundary Justification

The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House contains the sluicegates for the Hobbs Brook Storage Basin—
a large reservoir which i s amjor source of water for the city of Canbridge. Straddling
several towns, including the NW section of Waltham this reservoir was built i n 1894-1898.

[t isthe only late 19th century reservoir gate house within Walthar.'s city limits.Its
construction was a project of considerabl emagnitude involving careful planning, l|egal work
and engineering expertise. The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House i s situated on the southern shore
of the Hobbs Brook Basin, onWnter St. | t represents the work of WAl tham builder Marshall N
Stearns. He was also responsiblefor the construction of the Stony Brook Basin Gate House, of f
South Street, just over the Walthamline i n Weston. The Hobbs Brook Basin was the last ina
series of reservoirs constructed by the city of Canbridge during the last half of the 19th
century, including Fresh Pond (1856) and the Stony Brook Basin i n Wltham Wston, and Lincoln
(1884-1887). The Hobbs Brook Basin covers about 1000 acres of land taken from Wl tham Lincoln,
and Lexington. The creation of this storage basin necessitated the city of Canbridge's purchase
of forty-three farms and parts of farms, including buildings. Constructionon the Hobbs Brook
Basin was begun in Cctober 24, 1894 and ceased for a tl-ae—+esum ngonApril 11, 1895 Con-
struction work on the reservoir was conducted by The Standard Constructionand Supply Co. The
Wijiter Street damwas constructed i n 1896. | nthe construction of this reservoir's various
component s—ncluding the Lincoln St. Dam Wnter St. Dam and Payson Park Reservoir, about
186, 000 cubi ¢ yards of earth was required for making enbankments and about 14, 750 cubic yards
of ledge rock was removed i n preparingthe foundations. Presumably this Wnter St. Gate House
functioned like its counterpart off South St. on Stony Brook—multiple chanbers located bel ow
the CGate House structure. At Stony Brook twoof its fire chanbers were used for waste water

B Bl A3y and or  REFEHRENES

"Inspection of Water Works Systen’ — 1989
WP. L. Collection
Canbri dge Annual Docurents 1894, 1895, 1986.
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H STAR CAL 9 GN Fl CANCE cont i nued

and the otherthree tofill up the basin when necessary. Presumably, asluicegate i s housed
within this structure to permt the water to escape when the water i sunable tocarryit.
The Hobbs Brook Basin continues to serve Canbridge as a source of water.

BAUNDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON

The Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House i s part of the City of Canbridge water supply system  The
present nomination i s confinedto the gatehouse structure, because i t i sthe only conponent of
the system that stands fully within the bounds' of the City of WaAltham and thus has been
researched for this nom nation whose bounds follow that of the city. The City of Canbridge
is considering plans to nomnate the entire system which falls within the comunities of

Canbridge, Belnont, \Walthamand \éston. .. :
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VALTHAM M MR

Hobbs Brook Basin Gat ehouse
Vi'inter Street

1" = 100

1975; updated to 1987

V@l t ham Engi neering Dept.

lot #11-1-1



1970 Atlas, City of Valtham Wl t ham Massachusetts NRA
Conpi | ed by t he Vél t ham Wnter Street

Engi neering Division Hobbs Brook Basin Gate House
Scale: 1inch = 140 feet 88- A- 760






