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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Building constructed of stone and rock, foundation rock, metal roof, 
floors wood, two floors, front doors iron, iron shutters - aH windows 
both floors.

Dimensions approximately 50 feet by 95 feet - renovated and in good 
condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Original Murphys hotel bujLJJi in 1855-56 and known as Sj
hotel and was called a fire proof building. Stage stop
Calaveras Big Trees, the hotel was built to accomodate that traffic
after the trees discovery. Although thought to be fireproof, burned
in the fire of 18$9. Front part of building was of stone and iron doors
separated this part from the wooden dining room in the rear.

Work was started immediately after the fire on a new building which was 
completed for opening the following year in spring. New walls were 
entirely of stone. The hotel never again burned in subsequent fires. 
In the fire of 1874 the stone walls saved it from fire. Also in 1893 
there was a tremendous explosion and fire. The hotel was saved except 
for warping of iron doors and shutters.

James Sperry sold the hotel to Henry Atwood in 1881. After short 
ownership by Atwood it was sold to Harvey Blood in 1881. It was then 
sold to G. P. Mitchler in September, 1882. It was operated by the 
Mitchler family for some few years. After being closed for a period of 
time it was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. R. S. McKiraains. They operated it 
until 1963 - when it was purchased by 35 members of the Ale and Quail 
Club. The members of this club consisted of former College of Pacific 
students. This group has been operating the hotel since 1963 and are 
doing their utmost to make it an appealing and interesting landmark.

Prior to the turn of the century many notable people have stayed in this 
hotel on their jouneys through the southern mines jp^jfeo the Calaveras 
Big Trees. The following were some of the guestsf Mark Twain - 1877, 
Horatio Alger - 1877, Thomas J. Lipton, U. S. CJrant, and C. E. Bolton 
(Black Bart)-1880, John Jacob Astor - 1878, Henry Ward Beecher - 1877, 
Josh. Billings, Bona Idscomb (one of Napoleons Aides) and E. S. and M. A. 
Rothchild - 1880, John Hittell - 1867 and John Bidwell and wife - 1877.

The rooms now contain much of the old furniture which has been stored. 
The Murphys hotel is at present a well kept building from the Gold Rush 
days.
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