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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iI known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pioneer Fort site, presently known as Pioneer Park, is located be­ 
tween 3rd South and 4th South and Second West and Third West.

Construction began on the Fort on August 9, 1847 and by the first of 
September the walls were completed. The walls were seven feet high and 
three feet thick and built of adobes 18" long x 6" wide x 12" thick.

On August 10, foundations for the first homes were laid. These homes 
were located along the east side of the fort. They were owned by the church 
leaders: Brigham Young, Heber C . Kimball, Wilford Woodruff, Willard 
Richards, George A. Smith, Amasa M. Lyman, Erastus Snow, and Lorenzo Dow 
Young. There was room for about 160 families in the fort.

The homes inside the fort were constructed of both logs and adobes. 
The roofs slanted inward and were made rather flat. In August 1847 every­ 
thing indicated that the Mormons had located in a dry climate. But in the 
early spring the rains were heavy, resulting in a great inconvenience for the 
inhabitants. It was often necessary to protect the women with umbrellas 
while cooking and both women and children while sleeping in bed.

The homes were also plagued by mice. One account says frequently 
fifty or sixty had to be caught before the family could sleep.

All the doors and windows faced to the inside with a loophole in each 
room facing the outside. Mrs. Clara Riches Young, wife of Lorenzo D. 
Young, said that her house had a wooden window "which thro 1 the day was 
taken out for light and nailed in at night."

Tents and wagon boxes were used for habitation until something more 
comfortable could be provided.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A week after the arrival of the first Mormon emigrant group to the Salt 
Lake Valley, a general assembly was called in which it was voted to unite 
the various camps into one location and construct a corral, houses, and a 
fort for protection against the Indians . On August 9 , 1847 seventy-six vol­ 
unteers commenced work by gathering logs and making adobes for the walls.

The fort was an important part of early Mormon activity in the Great 
Basin. It was the home of the Mormon pioneers until they began to move to 
their town lots in 1848 and 1849.

It was in this fort that a meeting was held December 9, 1848 in the 
home of Heber C. Kimball, to organize the provincial State of Deseret. The 
first elections were held in an adobe school constructed inside the fort.

With the arrival of the larger emigrant groups of 1847, it was necessary 
to build another fort on two blocks south of the first fort. This second fort 
became known as the South Fort. On the block north of the original fort 
some houses were constructed and this became known as the North Fort.

Following its initial use, the Pioneer Fort site was utilized as one of 
the camping sites for newly arrived emigrants to Utah. After 1890 it was 
used as a playground and on July 24, 1898 the location was officially dedi­ 
cated as Pioneer Park.

Although there is nothing left of the fort, the site remains as an 
important landmark in..the-colonization of the Great Basin.
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