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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

JCEXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _UNALTERED _ORIGINAL SITE

_GOOD _RUINS X-ALTERED X-MOVED DATE 1948

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

—————————DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is an octagonal stone of monolithic tyne and
measures approximatley seven feet long, two feet 
thick and one and one half foot wide at its narrowest. 
It weighs approximately 3000 Ibs... Originally it 
reposed at Delui Boathouse in Koror Island, Palau 
District as a place signifying gathering of important 
village men for the purpose of dividing the catch 
from fishing expeditions.

In 1795 it was transported by canoe carrying the body 
of Metau to Melekeok his nlace of birth for nroner 
burial* The stone was at Melekeok main rder, Beriber, and 
only after the war in 1948 was it removed to its ^resent 
site to be used as a bridge over a creek. This creek 
empties to Beriber about 100 yards to the east* Meteu '1 
Klechem is just about 30 feet from Ongeluluul=site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the year 1785, Reklai f s brother, Metau, was ambushed 
and killed by Derebai of Koror Island, Palau as a mtnishment 
for his attacks on Yapese boats en route to Koror. Metau f s 
body was brought to Delui boat house (Koror) and laid on 
top of this great stone to await proper ransom from Reklai.

This represented a great buy in which Reklai spent 4 bachel, 
9 chelebucheb, 12 kluk and 14 kldait $40,000.; $18,000.; 
$1,200} and $490,000. respectively. The overall total was 
$59,690.00, The stone together with Metau's body was brought 
to Melekeok on a Kabekelfor burial as transactions of this 
nature were indicative of the placement of the individual 
in Palauan cultural .hierarchy.

The -significance of this stone to Palauan culture is 
keyed to the individual worth of man.
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Simeon Skilang. Land Resource Specialist & Tech. Advisor;

Palau District Historic 
Preservation Committee

ORGANIZATION

Land Commission Office
DATE

May 5, 1976
STREET & NUMBER

Koror, Palau District
TELEPHONE

552

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, 96950

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL __ STATE___ LOCAL _JL_Palau

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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