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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is an octagonal stone of monolithic tyve and

measures approximatley seven feet long, two feet

thick and one and one half foot wide at its narrowest.
It weighs approximately 3000 lbs,.. Originally it
reposed at Delui Boathouse in Koror Island, Palau
District as a place signifying gathering of imnortant
village men for the purpose of dividing the catch

from fishing expeditions. :

In 1795 it was transvorted by canoe carrying the body

of Metau to Melekeok-~his nlace of birth-~for prover
burial., The stone was at Melekeok main nier, Beriber, and
only after the war in 1948 was it removed to its nresent
site to be used as a bridge over a creek. This creek
empties to Beriber about 100 yards to the east. Meteu '1
Klechem is just about 30 feet from Ongeluluul.site,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the year 1785, Reklai's brother, Metau, was ambushed
and killed by Derebai of Koror Island, Palau as a nunishment
for his attacks on Yapese boats en route to Koror. Metau's
body was brought to Delui boat house (Koror) and laid on
top of this great stone to await proper ransom from Reklai.

This represented a great buy in which Reklai spent 4 bachel,
9 chelebucheb, 12 kluk and 14 kldait--$40,000,; $18,000,.;
$1,200; and $490 000, respectively. The overall total was
$59,690,00. The stone together with Metau's body was brought
to Melekeok on a Kabekelfor burial as transactions of this
nature were indicative of the placement of the 1nd1v1dual

in Palauan cultural hierarchy,.

The ‘significance of thisstone to Palauan culture is

keyed to the individual worth of man.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. ?

7

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Neil K, Chase /2/ / Y {jj

-7

TITLE Chief, Branch of Resources & Land Usej; Div. Z../ands/SurveﬁATE May 28,i1976




SHEET 1144 Il NW

AMS SERIES W856

3

e 2° 3°‘
HU TG KM ‘J“LLJ_LLL"LL‘LLLLLLJ GABULKO 16 KM
AN , 462 463134°40:00"
=T ARG 7°30'00"
( P o 89
]l\( AN
im &)e‘yka
828
Meteu 'L Klechem
Melekeok Palau District
UTM Reference:
- 53/460640/827900
_ 827
62 63
i ;Voguruion
826
1
coral
i Coral
‘ ct}rlal 29
825
28
and shelis
Q
‘+‘ \ ___{ 27130/7
3
8 ~
L Q
7 . 824
Q
' é‘.g;@Coral
22
@Com coral
.13 Ao
cngal @C ta‘I




