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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Carpenter Center, located between Prescott and Quincy Streets, i sflanked by

the buildings of theFogg Art Miseumand t heHarvard Faculty Club. 1tsheight and
projections arecarefully related toitsneighbors but i tstrongly differs from them
in form andmaterial.

The center i sa reinforcedconcrete building with basement, four main stories and a
pent house studio. All itsroofs areflat. 1tstotal usable area approximtes
33,700 sq. feet. Itsplan i sorganized around a central ranp (which traversesthe
third floor level), a staircase tower at thesouthwest corner of thebuilding, and
an elevator tower opposite i nthesoutheast corner. The ranp i na very special way
links thebuilding toitssurroundings into which i t extends as i na wel com ng
gesture. |t conducts visitors directly totheexhibition space without theneed

to pass through any other part of thebuilding. Wth striking effect the ranp
penetrates thebuilding through a two-story open gallery and permts vievis into and
through adjoining areas of thebuilding.

The center i nitsbasenment houses a lecture hall, darkrooms and areas for work with
film on theother floors there area large lobby, studios, a machine workshop, an
exhibition roomand several seminar roons and offices. Sone offices were created by
unobtrusive later remndelings. The studios on thesecond and third floor are roughly
mandol i n-shaped i nplan; they jut out on either side of a central portion of the
building which i ssquare i nplan.

Wth two free-formstudiow ngs protruding on either side of thecentral cubical
volune (95x95x53 ft), thenass of thebuilding i sstrongly nodeled and has a powerf ul
visual inmpact, all themore so because thecentral portion has been placed diagonally
on itssite. The building i sdimensioned according tothe"Mdulor", a system

of proportioninginvented by Corbusier.

Round concrete piers areused throughout the building, and many parts of t he center
seemt o hover atop their slender supports. FRoomheights are 12 ft. throughout except
in thebasement and i nthelecture hall which, i nitsfront portion, i stwo stories
high. Facades arei nconcrete and glass, including glass-brick, and arearticulated by
sun baffles (brise-soleil), rhythmi callyspaced thin concrete mullions (ondul atoire)
and narrow ventilating louvres nmade of painted wood.

All interiors have concrete floors, partly scored according totheMdulor, and now
partly covered by wall-to-wall carpeting i ncertain areas. Ceilings arei nconcrete
painted white. Walls areeither left i nconcrete or covered by plaster-board (painted
white, black, or bright primary colors) or by oak plywood siding. Several roons are
dramatically it by skylights.
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STATEMENT OF S G\ H CANCE

The Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts i sthe only building by Le Corbusier on
the North American continent. Since, regardless of one's like or dislike of Le
Corbusier's architecture, there can be no doubt about his international stature as
one of theleading architects of thetwentieth century, theCarpenter Center, as his
only structure i nthe United States, i sof crucial historic andartistic significance.

The architect knew that this building was his only chance t o denonstrate his
architectural principles i nthe United States, and hewas determned totake full
advantage of this opportunity. As it happened, theCarpenter Center turned out to
be one of thelast buildings still tobeconpleted entirely before LeCorbusier's
death i n1965. Thehistory of its design i s very well docunented because all

rel evant sketches and studies have been preserved.

The center shows Le Corbusier i nfull mastery of arich vocabul ary of forms and
spaces, colors, textures, and light effects, utlized in adynamc, yet disciplined
composition. Theresulting work of 'sculptural' architecture inmediately becane and
continues t obe a source of inspiration toarchitects. Wen conpleted i n1963, i t
attracted world-wi de attention (see bibliography), and it i sstill searched out and
phot ographed by a never ending stream of visitors. 1 n 1964t hecenter was awarded

the Harleston Parker Medal of the Boston Society of Architects for being the nost

di stinguished building conpleted i nthe previous year.

The building has been t hetopic of numerous articles, of a Masters and Ph.D. thesis
at Harvard University, andrecently of a conprehensive nonograph by EF. Sekler and
W Curtis scheduled for publication i n October 1977 by Harvard University Press.
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