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|Xj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The San Dimas Hotel is a 2^-story building, designed in the 
Eastlake or Shingle style, a variant of the Late Victorian- 
Queen Anne architectural style. The exterior, as well as 
the interior, is virtually unchanged from the original con 
struction of 1887.^

The building has 30 rooms and about 13,200 square feet in 
floor space. The height of the building from ground to the 
eaves is about 40 feet and to the top of the tower is approxi 
mately 65 feet. An 80-foot veranda extends the entire length 
of the front of the building to the east, joined by a 60-foot 
veranda on the north side of the building. The pitched roofs 
are punctuated by the fanciful turrets and dormers, and the 
gabled pediments are decorated with shingled patterns and 
cast plaster ornament, typical of its time. The clapboard 
siding is redwood. '-•'

The living room dimensions are 35 feet length, 23 feet width. 
The downstairs hall is 75 feet long, and the upper halls are 
65 feet and 40 feet in length. All of the ceilings are 12 
feet high. Most of the building's 19 fireplaces have never 
been used and are unaltered from the original construction, 
as are most of the hardware, fixtures and ornamental detail 
ing. The original lighting of kerosene lamps was followed 
by electricity in 1902.

Much of the site's landscaping is from the original plantings 
and is among the tallest and oldest of their species in the 
State. They include an East India cedar, a Deodar and various 
pine trees.
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The historical significance of the San Dimas Hotel is focused 
in two major areas: its intended use as a small, late 19th 
century hotel typical in Southern California in the 1880's 
and architecturally as an example of the Eastlake style, 
designed by an internationally known architect.

The building was designed by Joseph C. Newsqm^, who, with his 
brother Samual Newsom, constitrrte-d" one of the most famous 
architectural firms in California in the late 1800's. They 
designed such well-known buildings as the Carson house (1884) 
at Eureka, a structure which represents the high point of the 
early Queen Anne in the United States; and the Bradbury house 
(1887) in Los Angeles. From the mid-1870's until the early 
1900's the two brothers, either together or singularly, de 
signed more than 670 buildings throughout California from 
Crescent City to San Diego. Of the numerous buildings which 
they designed in Southern California only four now remain, 
and of these the only one which still retains its original 
quality is the San Dimas Hotel (1885-87). It is an excellent 
example of the Newsoms' version of the Eastlake style, a 
variant of the Queen Anne style.

The San Dimas Hotel is one of the last remaining examples of 
the many community hotels built in Southern California during 
the land boom years of the mid-1800's. With the completion 
of the Santa Fe Railroad through the former Spanish Rancho 
San Jose in 1885 from San Bernardino to Los Angeles, San

marked its birth as a citrus community. Construction 
te San Dimas Hotel was begun in 1885 by the San Jose 
Company. It was built as part of a land promotion by 
^ses L. Wicks as an inducement for its guests to buy 
Lumber used in the hotel was floated down from 
•n California on rafts to San Pedro. From there the
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

logs were hauled by teams to a site adjacent to the proposed 
hotel site. Here a planing'mill was built and the lumber was 
milled for the hotel, Santa Fe depot, and a number of smaller 
buildings in downtown San Dimas.

By the time the San Dimas Hotel was completed in 1887, the 
Southern California land boom had collapsed. As a result, 
only twelve lots were sold in downtown San Dimas. The only 
people who ever stayed in the hotel when it opened were the 
five men who owned it; in other words, it never had one paying 
guest.

Since 1889 the hotel has been a private residence, inhabited 
by a total of six generations of the Carruthers family. 
Members of the Carruthers family still own and live in the 
building. The first school in San Dimas was conducted in the 
hotel's basement; the first church services were held in its 
living room.


