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C OMMON:
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Boston (Dorchester) Nombe 11
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\i. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
fChec*  One) TO THE PUBLIC
District [X| Building . Public Public Acquisition; rXI Occupied Yes;
n Site . Structure Private . In Process I | Unoccupied Restricted
Obioct . Both 1 | Being Considered iX] Preservofion work I I Unrestricted
in proqresr * No
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
n Agricultural [ 1 Government . Park 1~J Tronsportatlon [31 Comments
I 1 Commercial I I Industrial I 1 Privote Residence e Other (Specify)
X1 Educational . Military [~7I Religious
r~] Entertainment Q( Museum [ ' Scientific
[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Society for the Preservation of NwEngland Antiquities
STREET AND NUMBER:
141 Cambridge Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston Massachuset t s 025
5. LOCATJON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION A

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Suffolk Registry of Deeds. Suffolk Gounty @ o

STREET AND NUMBER:

Penberton Syuare 37

CITY OR TOWN; STATE

Boston I. Massachusetts 025

REI?MStNIATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

(1) Inventory of the Hstoric Assets of the (oinonweal th of Missachusetts

DATE OF SURVEY; Federol State . County n Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Gnmssion (617) 227-8470

STREET AND NUMBER

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN;

BostmL Massachusett s



\7. DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent [Jfi Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(*Check OneJ (Check One)
A Altered . Unaltered n  Moved [j5 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APpPEARANCE

The Pierce Huse is atwoandone-half story frane salt-box witha
| ean-to and extended pitched roof. Sx bays wde by two bays deep, the
house' s greatest visual inpact results fromits sweeping roof |ine,
facade has as it s sole decorative el enent twosinple pedinented doorways
built inthe tth,gua.rter of the eighteenth century. The doorway to
the west has twosidelights. Inthe 1930's the nineteenth century
clapboards were covered with |ight grey asphalt shingles.

- The original central chinmey has been replaced by a smaller one
buil't inthe nineteenth century.” Asubsidiary chinmey on the eastern
side of the house was constructed as part of "an eighteenth century full
extension on the eastern side of the or|%| nal nucleus. It was this
extension, with its additional doorway, that resulted in the house' s
"dupl ex" appear ance.

The 6-over-6 wndow sash are largely replacements. The second
story facade wndows are directly under the eave. All w ndows have
pl ai n nol di ngs.

The westernnost doorway opens onto a snall entrance hall and stairs,
renodel led inthe 1840's, and exhi b|t|n(r1 plain cylindrical balusters.
To the west is aroomexhibiting afinely chanfered sumer beam A
nineteenth century nantle and panelled cupboards are Prl ncipl e decorative
el enents. Behind this roomis the kitchen, and a halt bath.

The central roomhas an ei Phteenth century mantle with nineteenth
century additions, wde pine floor boards and a nineteenth centur
cupboard are of particular interest. A doorway on the eastern wal

leads to anadditional room The nineteenth century mantle, andthe
|oresence of six doors |eading variouslyto closets, aback stairs, and
ean-to are of particular interest inthis easternnost room M., ;

The second floor consists of three chaners directly above each of
those onthe first floor. As onthe first floor, the posts are exposed.
The central and eastern chanbers have non-functional fireplaces. A full
bath has been added in the lean-to. All the roons described thus far
are pl astered.

- The attic isdividedinto alarge central roomwith a small one at
either end.  Evidence of anearlk/ abl e, renoved in the nineteenth
century, isapparent. Asmall skylight has been | et into the roof on
the northern side.

>



SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian] «  16th Century" C 18th Century Q 20th Century
15th Century . ' CX In*In Century Q  19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Il Applicable and  Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or Morel\;ES[ppropriate)
Abor iginal 1 | Education . Political I 1 Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric [ | Engineering o Religion/Phi- . Other (Specify)
Historic I | Industry losophy

r~I Agriculture I 1 Invention [31 Science

iXl  Architecture 1 1 Landscope . Sculpture
Architecture Xn Social/Human-

| 1 Commerce [ I Literature itarian

I 1 Communications . Military Q Theater

\ 1 Conservation o Music [~1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- The Pierce Huse i s aP_rirrary exanpl e of afirst period dwelling
exhi biting changes and additions nade over the ensuing three-hundred and
twenty odd years of its history. Itis the dozen earliest houses
surviving in MwEwl and that canbe firmy dated, thus, constituting
docunentary evidence as a structure built é)/lrmmgrant Engl i sh carpenters.
A uprecorded deed, dated 1652, provides an ante quern date for its
erection. >

Architecturally, thehouse exhibitsinits principle elenents a *"
Pattern of devel opnent ext end 89 fromthe md-seventeenth century through
he md-nineteenth century. particular inportance i s the original
seventeenth century frane, expanded in thethird quarter of the eighteenth
century by the lateral extension of the central nucleus and the addition
of alean-to. Tne.resultlnP roof |ine, conposed of three distinct .
degrees of pitch, is unusually dramatic. I's-"sr i f

In addition toits architectural inportance. Pierce I-wseregregﬁents
great sociological and denmgr%phl C SIan! i cance. The house has be
continuously occupied by the Pierce Famly, beginning wth Robert P erce
ad extending over ten generations of his direct descendents until
acqui red by the Society for the Preservation of Nw England Antiquities
in 1968. Agreat ~of famly docunents exists, which illumnates the
lives of every generafion in their occupational, religious, political,
econonnc and cultural contexts. The house is situated on a portion of
the original sixacre land grant given to Robert Pierce. The economc
history of the plot, and several others acquired by the Eamly, wth
gradual, and then finally precipitous sale in the1870's, docunents the
evol utionary creation of a nell_Fg] borhood, and, in fact, a sizable portion
of contenporary Dorchester. us, el even generations of asingle famI%/,
the house they lived in, and the [and they owed forma uniquel'y conpl ete
fabric of the past. :

Ny nentbers of the Pierce Fanilldy are of extraordinary interest.
Ql. Sanwel Pierce described in his diary his first-hand account of the
nunerous events |eading to the Revol ution, including the Boston Missacre.
Prior tothe outbreak, heresigned froma conmission under the crom to
accept a commission of Lt. Gol. inthe Golonial Mlitia. As head of the



9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Clapp, Ebenezer, History of the Townn of Dorchester. Massachusetts, Boston,
Dorchester Antiquarian and Historical Society, 1859.

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, A Narrative History of the Towmn
1630-1893, Cambridge, John Wilson and Son, University Press, 1893.

N I R | I SO 11;1)

n, GEOGRAPHfCAL DATA
LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO= FRTY

L4ATITUnNnF. ANCUONGIT'JDE COORDINAXE?"
DEFINING Thti CtriTiR POINI OF A PHOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITU DE LONGITU DE LATITUDE t_ONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
o | n
NwW o
° i 03 13925
" o s 42° 17 'i2456 11 :
5, .o(Cil"l,- Lii S-UN<E-r
SE ,01 .
sw

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

A A

ILIST ALL STATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR "AMJVTA Bpur<” RIEg.

sff ihd JBR-3- me
N REQSTER

IP. FORM PREPARED BY

o4>

70

NWE AD TiTLE:Eiizabeth Amadott, Survey Director by Socrtty for the Pre5jei«?«tion ofprew

England Antiquities and Boston Landmarks Commission

Massachusetts Historical Commission (617)727-8470 -~ February 1974

STREET AND NUMBER;

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN: . STATE
Boston . i!- f Massachusetts
\U. STATE LIATSON OFFICER CfeRTIFICA I'lOK NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION -

As the designated State Liaison Officer fortheNa-
tional Historic Preservatioti Actof 1966 (PublicLaw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe
National Register. A |

IeveI Of Significance Of thIS nominaIion iS: Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation
Local m

Date

Nami

amt ATTEST

rable John F.X.Davoren
of theComonweal th
Titll ~ |, Massachusetts Historical
Conmmi ssi on per of TH”National Re&iet
Date Date

GPO 931.894



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MiSS&ChUSG'['[S
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY

Suffolk
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY NOMBER

(Ntanber atl entries)

P erce House, Boston (Dorchester)

6. EXSIINGSIREY cont'd

(2) Title: Hstorica Averican Building Survey Q\ss.' 562
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8 SANHCANEC cont'd

Dorchester MIitia for the duration of the Vir, he corresponded wth

Paul Revere, John Avery, and other promnent figures; helater comanded
the forces on Castle H and. Hshlghly descriptive nuster |istsand
his letter tohiswfe provide unusual 1nsights into this pivotal period.
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Re-evaluation of congtruction datedue to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing of Phese| of Fierce House in Dorchester in
November of 2001, the congtruction date of the building hes now been identified as 1683 and of
Phesel| as 1712. The research team condsted of Danidl Miles and Michagl Worthington of the
Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England, with Anne Grady of the Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) acting s liaison. Their report, cited below,
presented the following results and conclusons. Ten sampleswere taken in the Phesel middle
portion of the building from summer beams tie beams girts, wall braces, ax joists. Matches
between the samples suggested that the timber all originated from a single woodland situation.
Sx of the samples produced precise felling dates. Fivewere cut inthe winter of 1682/83 and the
sixth was felled one year earlier during the winter 1681/82. The report ated, "'Given the high
number of precisefelling dates to the same season, the treeswere clearly felled for the
congruction of this building, and construction would have commenced during the early part of
1683." The Phase || westem extension yielded four good samples, one of which gavea precise
felling date of 1711/12. The exigence of only one felling date means that it mugt be interpreted
with caution, but construction islikely to have begun in 1712 or shortly after.

Thefull results of the andyss are presented in: D. W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne
Andrus Grady, Development of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologiesfor Dating Historic Structure
in Eastern Massachusetts, Phase ||, Massachusetts Historica Commission Survey and Planning
Grant Completion Report, Interim Report 2002/6, Society for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2002. An doridged version of the
report can be found on the website www.dendrochronology.com. The full report can be found at
SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and a the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

A nateon dendrochronology dating

In recent yearsfree-ringchronologies have been devdoped for eestem Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have been evduated and given
new congtruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isa smple one: the seasond variations in climate produce variaions in growth which
are reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical houses are compared with previoudy dated ring sequencesfrom old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established dates to alow precise dates to be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between thetwo. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe results and establishesthe datethe tree was felled. Some
caution must be used in interpreting these dates to determine the congtruction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phase of the same building have beaen felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed sfructures with
green or unssesoned timber, and itislikely that consfruction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.
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Hon. :“lvard V, Firooke VUn). Jolin F. M. Davoren
I'Cli. John J. Mrtkxdiy .Secretary of the Corjnonvoalth
Hon. Jaaca A &irke Ch”lnaan, Krtss*cimectts historical

. . Cor mission
Regionrl Director, North Atlnntlc /0 lerjcon Str««t

Region o _
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The Commonwealth of .M assachusetts
Kbrlll I3, 2(55.]1: WiUian Francis Galvin, Secretary q{ the Conimonweshh

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Mr. J. Paul Loether
Nationa Pak Service
National Regiger of Historic Faces
1201 Eye Strest NW, g" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
National Regiger of Historic Flaces, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
construction, basad upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include:
Bogon (Suffolk County):

James Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Perce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)
Dedham (Norfolk County):
Farbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfidd (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 * Fax: (bl 7) 727-M28
www.seC state, mausgmhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russdl House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Ess=x (Ess=x County):

Cogswel's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucegter (Ess=x County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex Coimty):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Strest HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Essex County):

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sadwich (Bamgadle County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deare Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA  3/9/90)
[Frd Peiod Buildings of Eagem MA, TRA]

Heese add the endosad continuation shedts to the existing Nationd Register nomination
files.

Snoady,

fi™nt? IpVUI"<£{|JIy\_]>

Betsy FHiedberg
Nationd Regiger Director

Massschusatts Higtorical Commisson

Endoaues



