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property on back of photo.
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(SEE ATTACHED MAP)
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SCALE 1:25 ,000

AREA FCRVI NO.
518 2A

Newton, Mass. MRA
Tomn NEWTON (Newtonville)
Address Walnut Street

Historic Name
Central Congregational Church

U Present church
Original church
DESCRIPTION
Date 1895
Source Church history ,
Style Romanesgque Revival

Architect Hartwell 5 Richardson

Exterior Wall Fabric granite

Outbuildings  riorie

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition Excellent
Moved no Date
Acreage 55,098 sg. ft. (I"SVifty" latle)

Setting mixed residential/commercial

Recorded by Barbara Thibault

Organization Newton Historical Gamm

Dae November 1985



NATIONAL REGSTER CRITERIA STATBVENT (If applicable)

As a major example of the Romariesque Revival style of architecture executed
in granite and as the work of a prominent Boston architectural firm,

Hartwell & Richardson, the Central Congregational Church meets criterion C
of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of
other buildings within the coaaunlty.

Only Newton example, this granite, architect-designed church represents a
type characteristic of American late 19th-century architecture.
Significant features are: Syrian arch entranceways; a four-story square
tower with slate and steeply pitched roof, vented by a broad dormer with a
row of small window panes and capped by a copper finial: and bands of
varying size windows light the building with a large recessed arched
stained glass window in the front gable. The front facade has two

projecting three-sided attached two-story turrets with roof caps in slate
and topped with copper finials.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the comnunity.

The Congregational Society i nNewtonville was organized i n 1868,

simul taneously with other ecclesiastical groups andcivic organizations, to
neet t heneeds of a growing suburban population. This dressed granite
structure marks t heprosperity of thecongregation and thecomunity asi t
replaced a wooden building at a cost of nore than $100,000. The
archtTectural firm of Hartwell & Richardson built at least eight buildings
in Newton during the 1890s, though this i sthe only church. e of the
firms principals, WIliam C Richardson (1854-1935), residedi n
Newtonville (Area G and nmay have been a church nenber.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENCES

Newton's 19t h Century Architecture; Newtonville (1980)
Jackson Homestead Historical Collection.

Rowe, History of Newton (1930), pp. 130, 134, 335, 486.
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WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Central ConRreRationa Church (Newton MRA)

Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS % "1 Working No.
Action: "--ACCEPT f- chP”
CD resubmission IStead inthe —RETURN
* nomination by person or local government : .REJECT.
CH owner objection |lational E?%'gg;gﬁgency:
CH appeal
Substantive Review: * sample *  request CH appeal CH NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition

excellent |
CH good I
« fair |

Check one Check one
| deteriorated unaltered original site
I ruins altered moved date.

| unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

o clarity

CH alterationsAntegrity
| |dates

CH boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify tielow

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable crftecia .ii'c

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

+ context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
n justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
n Photographs
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450









Newt on, Mass. NRA

218 VWl nut St., Newtonville
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Scale: UM grid Une Interval - 100 neters (328 feet) 23-23-13



