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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The O msted Park Systemincludes a series of parks” linked by continuous pari
ways. | t curves south fromthenouth of t heMddy River toFranklin Park.
Wien originally conceived, theSystemalso included Boston's existing parks,
the CGonmon and t he Public Garden which were linked totheQOnsted Plan by the
Comonweal th Avenue mal | .

e of thenost heavily used portions of theSystemi s that which conprises
the Fens. O nmsted s plan elimnated theoriginal tidal swanp with its dangers
of pollution and flooding, and created an informal park. | nthesection of ti
Fens north of Boylston Street, although t heboundaries remain thesame, an
overpass access toand from Storrow Drive has mutilated theoriginal Iandscape
design. However, theformal nodern design and t heplantings are spectacul ar,and
the material used t oface t heoverpass structures i sconpatible with Richardscn s
Boyl ston Street bridge, which was built between 1880-04. Oher alterationstc
the Fens area have been restricted t ochanges i npark |and use and have not
affected t heboundaries and road patterns proposed by Onsted i n1879. Mich
the original waanp has been filled in, although the swanplike vegetationorig- m
inally used by Onsted remains along a short portion of theRiver. Except foi
a | owstadium which desecrates theoriginal design at thejunction of theFen- M
way and Park Drive, nost of t heremainder of thepark presently consists of
grass, shade trees and gardens. West of theMiddy River are formal rose garden
and small neat gardens tended by nearby residents of thearea. These plots
began as "Victory Gardens" during World Vér || and today serve as vivid reminderes
of that historic preiod. The nost important original structures i nthis area

are Richardson's Boylston Street bridge and t he Agassiz Bridge, built i n 188788"
\%

A linear park, though which theMddy River flows, links theFens with
Jamai ca Pond. Various nanes have been given tothis area, thenost common of
whi ch are "The Riverway", which extends fromtheFens t o Route 9, and "Leveret(t H
(or O nsted) Park". | nthese areas theRiver was an eyesore and a cause of o
sanitation problems. To remedy these, Omsted creatfed a plan for the sanitary
i mprovement of theRiver and t o connect theFens with Jamaica Park i n 1881. sZ
The result i sa greenscape which curves sinuously following thenatural contour ®
of theRiver valley. At thesouthern end of this portion of theSystem t he
River ends i na series of fresh water ponds, thelargest of which i scalled
Leverett. Wth theexception of a large parking | ot near Brookline Avenue,
sone poorly designed recreational facilities near thePonds, and a large
overpass at Route 9, this section of theSystemretains nost of its original
design. The original structures daj*e fromtheearly tomd-1890's and were
designed by Shepley, Rutan and Coodidge. These include 3 vehicular bridges,

footbridges, and a stone shelter on t he Riverway.

Jamai ca Park was designed i n1892, but only i n1894 was construction on i t
begun. Jamica Pond, t heonly fresh water body of any size within thecity
limts, and one of theimportant features of theentire Park System occupies
a mpjor portion of thePark. | nhis designs, Onsted bordered thePond with
paths and shade trees. He encircled it with parkways by utilizing theexistirjg
parkway on t heeastern side (Jamaicaway) and adding roads on t hewestern side.

H incorporated t hePerkins Mansion ("Pine Bank" House), situated at the

northern end of thePond, i nhis plans. This structure, thethird tostandor
the site, was built i n18/o i ntheRuskinian Gothic style. After afire, the
City Architect Wheelwight remodelled theinterior, roof, chimmeys and garden
terrace i n1896. The Boston Parks Department uses t hehouse as headquarters
for its recreational division. The stone steps, which lead fromthehouseto
the Pond, were taken fromt heJohn Hancock House. The Park and road patterns
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Beginning at theintersection of Morton Street and Forest Hills Street; Thence
turning and running westerly and northwesterly by t hecenter line of Mirton St.

and t he Arborway; Thence turning and running northwesterly and northerly by the
s:outherly, southwesterly and westerly line of theArborway t oa point at the
intersection of theArborway and Centre St; Thence turning and running northerly

and northeasterlyby thewesterly and northwesterly line of theArborway to the
intersection of theArborway and Prince St; Thence turning and running generally
northwesterly by thecenter line of Prince St. toa point at theintersection

of Perkins St.; Thence turning and running northeasterlyand northerly bythe
northwesterly and northerly line of Perkins St. toa point at theintersection

of Perkins St. and Pond Avenue; Thence turning and running northerly, north-
easterly, easterly and northerly by thewesterly, northwesterly, westerly and
northwesterly line of Pond Avenue and Boylston Street; Thence turning and

running westerly by thecenter line of Boylston Street totheintersection of
Boylston St. and River Road; Thence turning and running northerly, northeasterly,
and northerly again by thecenter line of River Rd. toa point at theintersection
of River Rd. and Brookline Avenue; Thence turning and running northeasterlyby

the center line of Brookline Avenue t o a point at theintersection of Brooklin”
Avenue and Parkway Road; Thence turning and running northwesterly alongthe

center line of Parkway Rd. totheintersection of Netherlands Rd.; Thence

turning and running northwesterly i na straight line tothe southeastern

boundary of t heMassachusetts Bay Transit Authority line; Thence turning and
running northwesterly by thecenter line of said Massachusetts Bay Transit

Authority line totheintersection of said line and Park Drive; Thence turning

and running southeasterly, easterly, northeasterly and northerly by t he north-
-easterly, northerly, northwesterly and westerly line of Park Drive totheinte::-
section of Park Drive and Boylston St; Thence turning and running northeaster .y and
northerly by thenorthwesterly line of Boylston St. and easterly line of priva,
property toa point at thenorthwest side of Ipswich St. and t hesoutherly linu®

of Interstate Route 90; Thence turning and running easterly by thesoutherly

line of Interstate Route 90 t o a point at thenortheast corner of |pswichSt.

the intersection of Charlesgate East; Thence turning and running southwesterly

by thesoutheasterly line of Charlesgate East t otheini;ersection of Boylston

St. and t he Fenway; Thence turning and running southerly,-"southwesterly, westej:!

and northwesterly by theeasterly, southeasterly, southerly and southwesterly

line of theFenway t ot heintersection of theFenway and Brookline/Avenue; Thehce
turning and running northwesterly, westerly, south' westerly, "outHerlJfl southea
wout herly and southwesterly by t he southwesterly, southerly, “ou-"easterly
easterly, northeasterly, easterly and southeasterly lineipf theRver,way tothfe
intersection of theRiverway and Huntington Avenue;, Thence turning andrunninj
generally southerly, southwesterly, southerly, southeasterly, southerly, south;5aster I
and easterly by theeasterly, southeasterly, easterly, northeasterly, easterly,
northeasterly and northerly lines of Jamai caway, Pond St. and t he Arborway t o
the intersection of theArborway and Forest Hills Street; Thence turning and

sterly,

running northeasterly and northerly by thecenter line of Forest Hills Street bo
the intersection of Forest Hills Street and G en Road; Thence turning and
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running southeasterly by t hecenter line of Glen Road t ot heintersectionof
G en Rd. andSigourney St.; Thence turning andrunning northeasterly by the
center line of Sigourney St. t otheintersection of Sigourney St. and Peter
PEREEY e TGRSl Al hle® S L4119 e LR EOhY o3 VANSLE MM SehEE! AR sehler
St.; Thence turning andrunning southeasterly by thecenter line of Seaver St,
to theintersection of Seaver St. andBlue Hill Avenue; Thence turning and
running southeasterly by thecenter line of Blue Hill Avenue t ot heintersectidn
of Blue Hill Avenue andAmerican Legion Highway; Thence turning andrunning squth-
westerly by t hecenter line of American Legion Highway t ot heintersectionof
yE[[ihceaQerITtegri OPI, rI]-|gzgt1)v¥ay a/(ld,Canterburyj _S'F".;i .T]hfance t/\l_Jrning Qnd‘lrupning weste\a!.y
Canterbury St. totheintersection of Canterbury St. and
Morton Street; Thence turning andrunning northwesterly andwesterly by the
center line of Morton St. t otheintersection of Forest Hills Street and Morton
Street.
Northern section of t he Fens
Beginning atthenorthwest roner of Back Street atitsintersection with
Charlesgate West; Thence turning andrunning northeasterly t othenortheast
corner of Back St. atitsintersection with Sharlesgate East; Thence turning
and running southerly by theeasterly Iine of Charlesgate East t ot henorthern
boundary of Interstate Route 90; Thence turning andrunning westerly by the
northerly line of Interstate Route 90; Thence turning andrunning northerly
by thewesterly line of Charlesgate West t ot hepoint of beginning.

10.  Geographical Data
Muddy River/Jamaica Park

NV Lat 42°20' 47" Long. 71°06' 27"

NE , ~N,. . 42 2035 . 7105 57 :

SE . ' 42 18 43*5 71 0711

SV , 42 18 57°5 71 07 43 (Newton Quad)
Ar bor way

NV 42 18 35h 71 07 41 (Newton Quad)
NE 42 18 49 71 07 22

SE 42 18 (25 71 06 23

SV 42 17 48h 71 06 42

Franklin Park

NWV 42 18 47 71 06 23

NE 42 18 47 71 05 08

SE 42 17 35 71 05 08

SN 42 17 35 71 06 23
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remain intact, andthePond i sstill used for its original purpose of boating
and fishing. I n 1906, Daniel Chester French carved theFrancis Parkman Menori

whi ch stands on a sloping lawn at t hewestern side of t he Park.

At thesane time that Jamaica Park was being devel oped, t he”arkway (Arborway)

was continued frnmit along t he edge of t heArnold Arboretum t o Franklin Park.

An overpass and newroad patterns have obliterated t heshort portion fromthe

east endof theArboretum t oFranklin Park. Despite theaddition of twotraffic
rotaries, therest of theParkway retains not only Onsted s street design, but

a great many of theoriginal trees which have nowgrown t o an inpressiveheight : rnp
compl etely shading t he At oborway.

Franklin Park, theterm nus of t he System i sunquestionablyone of O nsted
masterpieces. | n1885, Onsted designed this large rural park especially for v orking
class people. The largest area of theproperty, "The Country Park"was reservec.
exclusively "toprovide opportunity for a formof recreation t o be obtained only
through theinfluence of pleasing natural scenery upon thesensibilities of these
quietly contemplating it.""*" "The Country Park" has been used as a golf course
since thelate nineties. Although this was not theusewhich Onsted intended,

It has ensured preservation anda standard of naintenance for at [east this poi tion
of thePark. Oher areas were set aside for sports (thePlaystead, onwhich his
been built White Stadium, a deer part, nowpart of t he Zoo, and apl ayground

for small children. Theonly formal part of thePark i sa grand mall, called

"The Greeting", designed for use as a pronenade and meeting place. The Greeting
was never conpletelyplanted as planned and has been incorporated into part of the
Zoo. Two nonunents that Daniel Chester French designed i n1882f or t he Boston

Post Office arenowlocated at thenorthern entrance t ot heGreeting. These

groups represent "Labor, Art andtheFam |y" and "Science Controlling theForces

of Steam andElectricity.”

The Park i sstill used for horseback riding andOnsted' s road patterni s
intact. Mich of thefine original stonework remains, although i nbad conditioil.
These structures include thePlaystead Overl ook (1885-88) andtheterraces and
arbors on School master's Hill (1890=91), both of which appear on O nsted s
1885 plan, theValley Gate (1888-89 by Wal ker andBest) andseveral rustic
fountains. A State hospital, theShattuck, has been erected on what was for-
merly theHeathfield on Mrton Street.

FaboE, Julius GY., Mlde, Gordon T., andWeinmayr, V-“rtigliap-1j Frederick
Law O nmsted, Sr., 1968, University of MssagKfetet' E's TPressty

r- \ -\
A fyrs. i
2.NOIE Since theArnold Arboretum has already beei”ec4Mici®<i'.a N‘tionatl Histor
Landmark, it i snot included i nthis nom nation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The conprehensi ve parksyst emwhi ch Frederick Lawd nsted Sr. plannedf or
the City of Boston inthe late 1870's i s one of the nation's outstandi ng exanpl es of
a nulti-use open space and the | andscape architect's finest design project i n New
Engl and. Q nsted' s work onthe system whi ch became known as the "Ener al d Neckl ace
around Boston, " created astorng precedent for it includedall the design and pl anning
el ement s whi ch later |andscape architects ha“e appliedtoregional planning on a
| arge scal e.

O nsted' s original plans for thepark system had three purposes: tocreate
needed munici pal open space while solving anengineering problem tolink newy
annexed parts of thecity with its historic center; toprovide - asinhisc
earlier designs for Central Park (1857-63) - avariety of forns of recreation.
O nsted established ahierarchy of uses for areas within thesystem creatirg
| arge- and mediumsize parks for rural relaxation and picknicking, smaller
| andscaped areas with ponds for recreation and linear parkland for pleasure
driving, riding and hiking. Though they were never carried out conpletely,
sketches of circulation patterns suggest Bhat O nsted intended t oseparate
traffic within thepark system accordingtovolune and type, again likehis
plans for Central Park.

The Bay Bay Fens and t he Fenway were thefirst portions of t hepark systejm
to beplanned. Into the1870's theFens were atidal swanp which servedas
a repository for sewage and were subject toviolent floods. The three-nman
Boston Park Conmission was created i n1875 primarily tofind a solutionto
this problem Following anunsuccessful competition for a design, Onsted
was asked t oprepare a newplan for theFens. Using swanp-like vegetation
able t owithstand periodic soakings with salt water, he created an informal
park which was a unique feat of engineering skill and naturalistic |andscapiJng.

Franklin Park, theterm nus of thesystem i sone of O msted' s nafeterpieces,.
This large rural park, included i ntheearliest schemes for Boston's park
system was financed i npart by a bequest nade tot hecity by Benjam n Frankllin.
Onsted' s plan for theFranklin Park area was conpl eted and work begun i n 1885.

Though t he surrounding area was still rural, Onsted anticipated thegrowth
of thecity i nthis direction and designed thePark as aretreat forworkinc
class peopl e whose access t o open space would be limted without it. I n his

concern for thesocial and humanitarianaspects of park design, O nsted was
influenced by thewrk of Joseph Paxton, whose "People's Park" at Birkenhead
(England) he had first visited i n1850. Onsted's plan for Franklin Park
is anore elaborate and highly articulated version of Paxton's Brikenhead
desi gn.
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Anne R Wardwel |, Survey Director

ORGANI ZATION

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion 7/ 1/ 71

STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of theSecretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (PublicLaw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that ithasbeen
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis;

Jrational c5 State Local b [E: 8 ]97:'.

| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preset

Date
ATTEST:
of t he Cormonweal t h,
Mass. Historical Commssiox
e 712171 Date DEC4 m
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:JSMJ Systems, Inc.

292 Main St., Cambridge, Mass.02142
Telephone 617-492-6210

July 11. 1973

National Park Service
U. S Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Attention: William J. Murtagh
Dear Mr. Murtagh:

CLM/Systems, Inc. is presently preparing an environmental
impact statement as required by Massachusetts law for a proposed
expansion of zoo facilities in the City of Boston. This project is
located in Franklin Park, which is part of the Olmsled Park System
recently designated as a National Landmark in February of this year.

Could you please send me copies of whatever information
you have inyour files pertainingto this park system. The New England
Field Office of the National Park Service has directed me to you for this
data. We are especially interested in the survey that was conducted,
as well as the specific reasons that this park system was chosen as a
National Landmark.

We are very much aware of the possible historical impact of
the proposed project. Thus, we would appreciate receiving any information
that you feel would be helpful to us as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

CLM/Systems, Inc.

Donald Anderson

DA:pv
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M. Jordan £ Marquis
RD1, 151 First Street
Hopki nton, Massachusetts 01748

Dear M. Marquis:

Thank you for your letter of August 28, 1980, suggesting the inclusionof

the Frederick Lawd nsted House i n the Recreation Thene Study of the
National Historic Landnmarks Program

W are pleased toinform youthat thejFredericif lip® dnsted House and Centr al
Park were designated as National Historic Landnarks on My 23, 1963.
Enclosed i sinformation on these Landnarks and on Public Law 96-87, which
established the Frederick LawQ nsted House as a National Historic Site.

W agree that the Ansted firmplayed a najor role i n designing nany of the

country's premer urban parks. W will give themclose attentionin our
st udy.

V& appreciate your suggestions for the Recreation Thene Study and your

interest inthe historic preservation prograns of the Heritage Conservation
and Recreation Service.

Sincerely,
"CGarol D Shull ,(Sd..)

Carol D Shull
Acting Chief of Registration

Encl osure

bcc: NR
FHR S Harri son: ar b: 343- 6401: 9- 26- 80

BAS C FI LE RETAINED | NNATI ONAL  REQ STER



ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE

JOAN K. BOZER
Legislator, 10th District

Gerry Rogers
Acting Keeper
National Register
440 G Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC
Dear Cherry:

Residence:
768 Parkside Avenue.
Buffalo, New York 14216

Office:
25 Delaware Avenue, Room 710
Buffalo, New York 14202

Telephone:
846-6469

December 8, 1980

In preparation for our second national conference next April,
we woul d appreciate i tvery nmuch i f youwould provide us with
a list of Omsted parks listed on theNational Register.

| am enclosing a copy of our first

V¢ would be delighted t ohave you join

in Brookline next April!

Newsl etter for your information,

us at our Conference

Sincerely,

Joan K Bozer
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Olmsted Papers

VOLUME Il OF THE FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED PAPERS
BEING PREPARED FORPUBLICATION IN EARLY 1981

Volume | of the Frederick Law Olmsted
Papers was greeted with critical acclaim in
The New York Times in August, 1977,
Landscape Architecture, The Smithsonian
Magazine and the American Historical
Review, and universally praised for its
scholarship and contribution to the knowl-
edge and understanding of this important
figure. Drs. Charles C. McLaughlin and
Charles E. Beveridge, the editors, had
selected "the best" of their subject's letters
and other writings, arranged chronologi-
cally, covering Olmsted's "Formative
Years' from his birth in 1822 until 1852,
years which "revealed the development of
Olmsted's attitudes toward nature and the
land, which he had gained as a farmer, as
well as hisown spiritual growth," according
to the Smithsonian Magazine.

But thisis only the beginning, the years
before Olmsted redly began to write and
design. Present plans cdl for twelve vol-
umes in al, an historic undertaking, of
which Volume Il, Sauery and The South,
1852-57, when Olmsted wrote his classic
descriptions of southern society and
demonstrated his concern with the prob-
lemsposed for America by davery, isdue in
1981.

Centra/ Park, which he also designed
between 1857 and 1861, was originally
planned & part of Volume 1, but will now
occupy a place of its own, well deserved, as
Volume Ill, aso to be published in 1981.
The popularity and importance of the
subject may make possible a paperback
edition.

Scheduled for future publication are;

The Civil War and the U.S Sanitary

Commission. 1861-1863

The CaliforniaFrontier, 1863-65

The New York Years, 1865-1878

The Ear/y Boston Years, 1879-1889

Landscape Architect
1890-1895

The Public Design Reports, 1865-1880
The Public Design Reports, 1880-1895
Writings on the Theory of Landscape
Design

Plans, Designs and Views, 1858-1895

to the Nation,

Tweve volumes in all. surveying some
250,000 items stored in 750 boxes and
stretching over about 300 linear feet, the
length of a football field. One immediate by-
product of the project has been the pub-
lication of aworking list of parks, parkways
and public recreation grounds designed by
the Olmsted firm between 1857 and c.
1950, described elsewhere in this News-
letter.

The audience for the Olmsted papers is
& wide and varied as the papers them-
sves ranging from those interested in the
history of American davery to the Civil War
buff, from historians of the American fron-
tier to urban problem-solvers and environ-
mentaists. Landscape architects, municipal
planners and citizen activists, al interested
in achieving the intelligent and informed
restoration of Olmsted's urban parks and
open gpaceswill find these volumes invalu-
able.

Since the 1950's a growing number of
those concerned with the history of Amer-
ican urban life and anxiousto improve the
quality of our cities have seen the impor-
tance of an edition of the papers of Olmsted
Senior. It was during this period that the
Editor in Chief, Dr. McLaughlin, began his
work with an undergraduate honors essay
a Yde College on "The Socid and City-
Planning Thought of Frederick Law

Olmsted." In his research he received the
assgtance of Laura Wood Roper, who a
that time had sole access to the Olmsted
Papersa the Library of Congressand was
working on her definitive biography FLO.
In the meantime Charles Beveridge and
Victoria Post Ranney had begun their in-
dependent work on Olmsted. Today the
three are the magjor collaborators on the
Olmsted Papers project, though scores of
others have contributed substantidly to its
continuing success

The new National Association for Olm-
ged Parks is understandably interested in
seeing this project proceed. Frederick Law
Olmsted is now being recognized as one of
the mogt profoundly influential figuresin
the development of American urban lifein
the nineteenth century and the records of
his work and thought provide an essentid
guide to the future.

To date the Olmsted Papers project has
been largely financed by the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the
Andrew W. Méllon Foundation, the Rocke-
feller Foundation, the National Historic
Publication and Records Commission &
well as numerous other individuals and
foundations. The work is sponsored by the
American University in Washington, DC.
Publication and distribution are by Johns
Hopkins University Press Additiona fund-
ing will be sought by the National Associa
tion, especidly for thosevolumeswhich will
be of particular interest to a given geograph-
ic areq, such as Creating Central Pale The
Early Boston Years, and The California
Frontier, or to established professional
groups, such as Landscape Architect to the
Nation would be. We hope some of these
volumeswill be adopted by acommunity or
organization, thus insuring the completion
of this monumental work by 1990.
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Themiddle vault contains less than one third of the Olmsted drawing collection

INSIDE FAIRSTED

OLMSTED'SHOME
AND OFFICE IN
BROOKLINE
ACQUIRED BY THE
NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE

"A most important component of the
national artistic and historic patrimony ...
its preservation is of prime significance to
this country." So wrote Professor James
Marston Fitch of Fairsted, Olmsted's home
and officein Brookline, Mass, and itscon-
tents: thousands and thousands of drawings
by Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr & ., John
C. Olmsted and others associated with the
Olmsted firm from 1883 until the early
1950's; a continuum of professiond cregtiv-
ity unmatched in America

Now, finally, after years of effort by
William Alex and others, and with the sup-
port of Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Con-
gresaman Robert Drinan and the numerous

A view of the upper drafting room



co-sponsors of U.S. PublicLaw 96-87, and

the dgnature of the President, Fairsed hes
become a National Historic Site. Shary
Berg, a graduate of the University of Penn-

sylvaniawith a master's degreein landscape
architecture from the Harvard Graduate
School of Design, and a Park Service staff

member since 1976, has been appointed

the first Park Manager a Fairsted, with a
considerable degree of responsibility for
planning its future. A local advisory com-

mittee and the Trustees of the National

Associaion for Olmsted Parks stand ready

to help her inthiscritical task.

The Nationa Park Service assumed full
responsibility for the site only on July 1.
1980. For the immediate futureits primary
responsibility is to provide maintenance
and security for the physica plant and its
contents. Funds have not been appropri-
ated by the Congress for the purchaseof the
archives, which remain the persona prop-
erty of Mr Artemas P. Richardson, a mem-
ber of the Olmsted firm. An agreement has
been reached with Mr. Richardson, how-
ever, for limited access by written appoint-
ment to the collection. Copies of thisstate-
ment of policy, as well as the most recent
gatus report of the Park Manager, may be
secured from

The photo library contains thousands of project photographs

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR OLMSTED PARKS 5

Park Manager

Frederick Law Olmsted National
Historic Ste

99 Warren Street

Brookline. MA 02146

(617) 566-1689

A major god of the National Association
is to facilitate the purchase of the archival
collection by the Nationa Park Service, or
to secureits donation to Fairgted in oneway
or another. When linked to the Olmsted
Papers at the Library of Congress, and
other lesser collectionsaround the country,
it congtitutes the red legacy of FLO, his sons
and associates, and remains the touch-
gonefor Olmsated's impact on the American
Scene.

Describing what he found during his ini-
tid survey of Fairsted in 1973-74, William
Alex said, "The archives in Brookline ...
contain approximately 800,000 drawings
distributed over some 10,000 individual
jobs. However, between 15 to 20,000 draw-
ings may be said to congtitute the significant
core of historic drawings. Among these are
jobs that have continued for decades and
demonstrate a rare continuity of work by a
single American professional organization,
now one hundred seventeen years old....

This core ... comprises the history in the
United States of environmenta design, a
concept not even named until our own
generation and held nowhere dse in the
world except in the mind of one man whose
life activity was a demongtration of itsmost
valid principles.”

Regigrants to the National Association's
April, 1981, conference in Brookline will
have a rare opportunity to see and under-
stand the importance of Fairsted today, and
the critica need to complete the purchase
of the documents and establish acontinu-
ing center for their study and use.

Reprinted by special permissionfrom theAugust,
1980, issue of Progressive Architecture.

First Oimsted Conference
meets in Buffalo

It wdslike a family reunion — discovering
distant cousins with enough of a resem-
blance to acknowledge a familia connec-
tion, but each different and sufficiently
dissmilar to be recognized as unique and
independent. 1t was the first conference on
this country's urban Frederick Lav Olmsted
parks, and it met in Buffalo thispast May to
form a National Association.

During informal workshops, structured
meetings, and tours of some of Buffalo's six
Olmsted-designed parks, 65 delegates from
25 cities leamed about each other's prob-
lems, potentids, successes, and mistakes.
Their greatest common problem, they
found, liesin promoting public and palitical
recognition of the enormous breadth and
range of the Olmsted legacy.

"The ignorance of the parks historic sg-
nificance on the part of the park user is one
of the challenges to be met," asserted
Kathleen Galop, an attorney from Newark,
NJ, who successfully placed that city's
Branch Brook Park on the State Regider
of Historic Places.

Problems faced and overcome in Newark
were familiar to many of the conferees. A
few years ago, local park administrators
were making plans to bring the 19th-cen-
tury park "up to date," to straighten out the
curving roads, and to install more baseball
diamonds with segting, parking facilities,
and comfort gations in arees Olmsted had
planned as open meadows.

Continued on page 6
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"Because the city's park planners didn't
have an appreciation for Olmsted's original
design intent, they were willing to impose
these inappropriate changes," Ms. Galop
recals. "But once the community redlized
the park's value, four public hearings were
held, and plans began to change"" Today
the city is improving roads by providing
appropriate curbing, eliminating swvampy
aress, and restoring planting.

Olmsted parks in 122 cities face similar
problems of benign neglect and inappro-
priate u2 The pervasive chdlenge remains
to find dternate stes for popular, athough
sometimes faddish, active recreation, with-
out imposing patchwork plans to satisfy
vocal pressure groups, and while still stay-
ing within Olmsted's intent.

The changing environment presents
problems, too, and these were discussed a
the conference. Some parks, like Buffalo's
Delavare Park, are undergoing massve
restoration of their water features because of
siltation and sewege, and a $8.1-million
bypass project, the largest inland lake res-
toration program in the country, is currently
underway.

Appropriately, the keynote address was
ddivered by Charles McLaughlin, editor of
the Olmsted papers, in the glass-domed
conservatory in South Park, an almost-
intact Olmsted design. Spesking on "The
Socid and Psychologica Vdue of Olmsted
Parks" McLaughlin made severa strong
arguments to justify the tying up of thou-
sands of acres of urban landscape in the
20th Century.

Referring to the "need for psychologica
range that only a big landscape park can
provide," his alusions to FLO's original
visions seemed exceptionally appropriate
today: the relief from dress in the post-
industria era... the illusion of being out of
the city without travelinglong distances ...
and the caming effect of scenery on the
mind.

By the end of the conference, the Nation-
d Association for Olmsted Parks had been
formed. A steering committee will meet in
New York City in June, and the next annual
conference will be heldon April 26,1981 —
Olmgted's birthday.

Meanwhile, the steering committee will
gat publishing a newdetter with educa-
tional material for use in communicating
with stete legislators and congressional
representatives. Within the year it is ex-
pected that the group will begin to share
information and techniques for finding

funds and making applicationsfor state and
national historic recognition.
Jill Weber Radler

Designating Landmark

Parks
The Case History of
Riverside Park and Drive

In New York City, the designation of
landmarks is not limited to buildings or
historic digtricts; scenic landscapes with "a
special character, special history, and
aeshetic interest and value" to New York
City are dso digible for designation.

Riversde Pak and Drive are a casein
point. Concern over the potential expan-
sion northward of the Westway highway
and the proposed reworking of portions of
the Henry Hudson Parkway by the State
Department of Highways, caused the
Upper West Side community in Manhattan
to approach the Landmarks Preservation
Commission requesting such designation of
the park in 1978.

Riversde Park isaribbon of green space
on the edge of Manhattan Idand, extending
from 72nd to 129th Stirest aong the Hud-
son River This leftover piece of land, too
steep and rocky for building sites, was
molded into a park and scenic drive by
Frederick Lav Olmsted and Cavert Vaux in
the 1870's.

The park hes seen many changesin the
post-Olmstedian years, in the 1930's, Park
Commissioner Robert Moses radicaly al-
tered the park. The railroad tracks adjacent
to it were roofed over to cregte a prom-
enade. The river's edge, which had been
used for commercia purposes, was cleared,
new land created, and a highway laid along
the water from the Battery to the tip of
Manhattan.

The designation process, often initiated
by concerned citizens and community
groups, such as the newly established
Friends of Riversde Park, was in thisin-
stance dready begun by the Commission's
Olmsted Project, funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

The part played by the community wes,
however, crucia. City Councilwoman Ruth
Messinger organized the various consti-
tuencies, and in June 1979, chaired a
Speak-Out for Riversde Park. As aresult of
this day-long conference, where the role of
the park in its community was discussed
and evduated, the Riversde Park Commu-
nity Fund wes established. This organiza-
tion, modelled on the Central Park

community financial support for the park.
Other members of the community wrote
letters of support to the Commission,
prepared statements for the news media,
compiled information on the park, and
finally appeared before the Landmarks
Preservation Commission to testifyin
support of the designation.

Riversde Park and Drive received a pub-
lic hearing on September 11, 1979. The
purpose of the hearing was to permit inter-
ested parties to voice their support or
opposition to the proposed designation.
Many spoke in favor of the designation of
Riverside Park and Drive, including the City
Parks Department and the State Depart-
ment of Highways. No one opposed it

In the meantime, a complete survey of
Riversde Park and Drive was prepared by
members of the Olmsted Project and the
Historic Preservation Program a Columbia
University. The survey, conducted during
the summer of 1979, included topograph-
ica, horticultural and condition reports, as
well as indications of use patterns, archi-
tectural featijres and landscape accesories.
Information gathered from historical rec-
ords, Parks Department reports, maps and
pictoriadl documentation was examined to
determine early park conditions and subse-
quent changes. From this materid, the des-
ignation report was prepared.

The Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sioners voted to designate Riversde Park
and Drive a scenic landmark on February
19, 1980. Their action was sent to the
Board of Edtimate for confirmation on April
24, 1980, and the Park and Drive officially
became New Yok City's sixth Olmstedian
scenic landmark. As such, it will now be
monitored by the Commisson's Preservar
tion Department, which must approve all
proposed changes by the Parks Depart-
ment to the park and drive. Since the Parks
Department is another city agency, the
Commission issues a report to the Commis-
sioner of Parks, rather than the usud certifi-
cateof gppropriateness. The Commissioner
is not legaly required to implement the
report, but in recent years the reports have
been used as guidelines for changesin
scenic landscapes.

"The landmarking of Riversde Pak is
not goingto solvedl of our problems, but it
gives us time. It is protection aganst en-
croachment without due notice," summar-
ized one park supporter

Mary £llen W. Hem
Editor, The Olmsted Project

Community Fund, isto provide continuing N .y .C. Landmarks Preservation Commission
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FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED'S PARKS: ANTIQUES
OR URBAN NECESSITIES?

Charles C. McLaughlin, Editor

The Frederick Law Olmsted Papers The American Un-nersity

This article istaken from the text of aspeech delivered by

Dr. McLaughlin at thefirst annual conference of the National

Association for Olmsted Parks held in Buffalo, NY in1980.

Additional copies may be purchased from the National
Association.

Park preservation may soon haveaplace in our nationa life
comparable to the rapidly growing architectura preservation
movement as we rediscover our immense legacy of park acre-
age inthe midst of our troubled and deteriorating cities. Are
these great gpacesworth preserving and caring for? Can we
justify them with strong enough arguments to convince those
who would cut public expenditures or those who would argue
that the nineteenth-century public park has no place in our
modem cities? Most of our major cities from Boston to San
Francisco still have the landscaped parks which the city
fathers st agde for public use and protected from developers
in the second hdf of the last century. Twenty-seven of thesein
fifteen cities including Milwaukee, Brookline, Chicago,
Rochegter, Louisville, Detroit, and Buffalo were parks which
Frederick Law Olmsted and his partners designed beginning
with New York's Central Park in 1857.

Olmgted's parks have many friends today from coast to
coadt. Citizens have defended them from encroachments
from the time they were built. Lately they justify preserving
and restoring these great landscape compositions with the
arguments of the conservationists and the ecologists spurred
on by the counterculture. Also those darmed & the deterior-
aing quality of existence in our cities have helped bring about
dmogt a cult of Olmsted and his greaet parks. Attempts to re-
gore these parks, despitetightening city budgets, are under
way in many cities. Louisville, Kentucky, rebuilt Cherokee
Park, following the original Olmsted planting plans, after a
tornado wrecked it. The appeal of the old parks and admira-
tion for the man who designed them climbed with the
Olmsted 150th birthday celebrations of 1972 such asthose in
the Chicago South PerksandNeu; York Magazines baking of
an enormous cake in the shape of Cenh-d Pak. Inthe same

year many learned of Olmsted's great design accomplish-
ments through major exhibitions a the Whitney Museumin
New York and the National Gallery in Washington D.C.

Unfortunately, though, the mounting enthusiasm, while
terribly important, does not guarantee that we can fully re-
gore Olmsted's major works of landscape architecture to the
ue he had for them. It isfar eeder to reconstruct abuilding so
that it looksexactly as it did in the past than it isto replant and
rebuild aliving and constantly changing landscape. We have
to turn to Olmgted's writings as well as his plans to catch the
spirit and intent of hiswork. To understand how to restore his
parks we have to know the artistic and socia conditionsin
which Olmsted worked, because his landscapes, athough
they seem to be natural, as he intended they should, are de-
signed to be unified works of art, each unique to itsown dte
and the purposes of the client. Being true to the genius of the
place and the wishes of the client chalenged Olmsted to
produce artistic and ecologica miracles when he designed
parks for such unpromising locations as the rocky spine of
Manhattan Idand, the flat and svampy lake front of Chicago,
and the polluted, muddy Back Bay fens of Boston.

MEDIATOR BETWEEN CIVILIZATION AND NATURE
Olmsted understood the condtraints of climate and soil, but
he was not a pioneering ecologist like George Perkins Marsh.
Nor can we lump him with John Muir or Henry David
Thoreau as an unabashed enthusiast for unspoiled wilder-
ness, athough he read and enjoyed their writings and was an
active promoter of their ams. Working on the edge of our
expanding cities, he mediated between civilization and nature
& did his favorite English landscape gardeners, Humphry
Repton, John Claudius Loudon, and Joseph Paxton. Like
these practitioners in the picturesque tradition, his art ranged
from the aesthetic effects of the architect to those of wild and
untamed nature. Artificial sand parks, éectric launches, and
parade grounds were just as important in his work as the
eements of landscape he inti'‘oducedinto his compositions to
approximate effects he had observed and enjoyed from such
diverse places as the Ide of Wight, the Connecticut Vadley,
and the Isthmus of Panama Olmsted was a ddliberate artist
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who manipulated scenic effects for socia purposes. A look at
the park reports he wrote from 1858 to 1895 provesthe point.

In discussing the needs of Buffalo in 1888 he wrote: "For
people who have monotonous occupations amid sombre
surroundings, tranquilizing natural scenesare lessdemanded
than by those by which gayety, liveliness, and a dight spirit of
adventure are stimulated." He therefore proposed that there
be a park aong the shores of Lake Erie with a running and
bicycling track, facilities for balloon ciscensons, parades, and
exhibitions. The park would have a beach for surf bathing,
like that & Newport, Rhode Idand, behind which he wanted a
shallower gretch of water heated by the sun for warm water
swimming. Beyond the bathersthe water could be used for
boating and would be studded with idands which could be
reserved for specid occasions like outings and weddings just
& inthe parks of Paris. At night the idands would twinkle with
small eectric lights powered from batteries charged by wind-
mills. Olmsted suggested that the park be designed like the
Haga Park in Stockholm, to be accessibleonly by water Even
getting to the park would be a pleasant adventure, a short,
ocean ridein an eectric launch from downtown. Oncein the
park, children would find sand parksand other amusements,
and their parents, restaurants.

Olmsted included in his park plans many facilities such &
bathhouses, playgrounds, out-of-doors concert sages, and
exhibit gpace that turn-of-the-century Progressives, the parks
and recreation leaders of the 1930's, and open space enthu-
dadsof the 1960'swereto demand for their contemporaries.
The important difference between these later proponents of
active sportsand recregtion and Olmsted weas that his desgns
displayed greeter aesthetic sendtivity and his proposed facili-
ties did not interfere with tranquilizing vigtas of park scenery
for the casud saunterer The Olmsted and Vaux design for the
Chicago South Parksin the 1870sis a good example of his
approach.

In the 1871 report Olmsted and Vaux envisioned inter-
connected parksto be built from the swampy, windswept lake
front, to the flat prairie three miles to the west with ample
space for awhole st of different uses such as lacrosse, cricket,
tennis, boating, archery, skating, parades, and balloon ascen-
sons. He carefully placed facilities for all these activities o
they would not interferewith each other or disturb those en-
joying the lovely vigtas of meadow, foliage, and till stretches
of water to be seen on foot, horseback, or in carriages. For
Jackson Park on Lake Michigan, Olmsted proposed a greet
pier running into the lakeresembling those e Brighton or Nice
where large boats could tie up. The pier sheltered an inlet
leading to the lagoon in the park which in turn wes to be con-
nected by a cana down the middle of the Midway Plaisanceto
the lake in Washington Park to the west. Thus, the inti-epid
boater could paddle a canoeall the way from Jackson Park to
Washington Park as well as others could explore them on
foot, horseback, or driving.

As he had responded imaginatively to the park possibilities
of the Buffalo and Chicago lakefronts, o0 Olmsted literally
roseto the occasion at Montreal where he had to decide what
to do with a little mountain. Mount Royal. He cautioned the
park commissioners egaingt hiying to fill up the vertical land-
scape with the usud furniture of an ordinary park. Also, he
wrote them that it would be silly to serve up the view in an
indigestible mouthful by diding people up and down the dope
on a funicular railway. Instead, he wanted the delights of

mountain scenery and expanding vistas to sted upon the
vigtors gradually in a gentie climb up the dopeon a winding
carriage road or on footpaths marked by views a different
levels. Even more subtie was the effect of dtitude Olmsted
wanted to achieve by dtering the vegetation towards more
and more Alpine varieties the higher one climbed. He weas
practicing a form of "aesthetic ecology" not exiging in the
natijral ground cover to achievethe effect Olmsted wanted.

SOME DISAGREE OR MISUNDERSTAND

The city officialsand other clientswithwhom he had to dedl
often missad the subtie socid and aesthetic imaginativeness
that Olmsted displayed in his park desgns and his geniusis
gtill misinterpreted today even by critics and historians who
make a point of understanding the past sympatheticaly. One
such is Sam Bass Wamer, an eminent urban historian who
argued in a laudatory review of Laura Wood Roper's biog-
raphy of Frederick Law Olmsted that the landscape parks
Olmsted designed are now antiques, irrelevant for the present
city both in purpose and in aesthetic. He wrote:

Today it is clear that the park movement came to the
Atlantic world at that moment when citieswere growing so
large that the ordinary citizen could no longer get out of
them on Sunday. Since most of the city dwellersin the 19th
century wereformer country folk, access to the symbols of
that country was an issue of great popular  movement...
Olmsted was also afine artist and hisparks not only gave
the public the pastoral spaces it longed for, he gave it his
landscape. Hisskill, asJ. B. Jackson haspointed out, was
to remake the rough lands on the edges of our citiesinto
scenes resembling the pre-Civil War Connecticut country-
side of Olmsted's experience... Yetfor all the parks charm,
there has always seemed to me to be something grand-
motherly about a walk in Central Park. The popular con-
sent to the genteel promenade or decorous picnic mysti-
yied me asa child and later puzzZed me when asahistorian
| became aware of the boisterous side of 19th century/
America ..To picnic on'the lawn, to bask in the sun, to
follow the winding path carried stronger meanings than
today because the park was the refuge for families ex-
posed to recurrent epidemics, families fighting coal
smoke, leaky gas, ever present dirt and the stink of bad
plumbing and horse manure... the conditions under which
parks came forth were unique to their age and that neither
in mode of organization nor aesthetic are these antique
models for the present planning of the city. We approach
parks inautomobiles, we seek contrast to our planted sub-
urbs, not more gardened spaces; the conflicts and possibil-
ities of our metropolitan bureaucracies are not those of
Olmsted's days of gentlemen, speculators, and bosses; our
sports and machine models of recreation cannot be con-
tained by even the best organized city park. We are escap-
ing a different city; we arein search of a different Mother
Nature.

Professor Wamer is laboring under an eloquent misappre-
hension when he says that Olmsted designed his parks soldly
for the decorous grandmotherly promenading of his contem-
poraries, particularly for the sum-dwelling immigrantsyearn-
ing for the rural landscapes surrounding their peesant villages
in the old country. Instead, Olmsted hoped his scenery would
delight and refresh not only his contemporaries but fulfill
some of the contemplative and boisterous needs of city



dwellers for generations to come. To be sure, many of us do
ecape our citiesby car to seek natural scenery, but thisdoes
not meen that we have no further need of Olmsted's nine-
teenth-century compositions back home. In fact, Americans
gtill enjoy well-kept, beautiful urban parks just as much as
their peasant ancestors. When abroad, they flock to the well-
kept parks of London, Paris, and Viennajust as enthusiasti-
caly asthe loca inhabitants. Perhaps, if our parks were all in
prime condition and as well-maintained and policed, Ameri-
cans would be GSa home in them &s they are in Europe's
today.

Olmsted did not haveto be prophetic to see the problem of
crimina violencein our urban parks. Hewrotein his Chicago
Parksreport in 1871:

Itisimpossible to make grounds inthe midst of large towns
which offer numerous places of complete obscurity, safe
places of general resort after nightfall. Wherever ithas
been attempted in Europe or America, decent people
have soon been driven from them, andthey have become
nurseries of crime and immorality.

Accordingly, he designed his parks so that portions could
be shut off & night leaving only well-lighted and policed parks
accessible until morning. In 1859 when he was in charge of
the management of Central Park, Olmsted consulted with the
police of London's West End parks to discover how they
handled the crime which spilled over from Dickensian
London. Theredfter, he sarted theti‘aining of a force of keep-
as not only to protect people using the parks, but aso, like
our Nationa Park Service guides today, to help them enjoy
their vigts, an idea which only lagt year found favor with
Commissioner Gordon Davisin New York, who created the
Urban Park Ranger Corps for amost identical purposes.

Olmsted's park keepers would have had little difficulty in
persuading the public to watch balloon ascensions and
paradesor to listen to band concerts or to go skating or bask in
the sun or follow the winding path. But Olmsted as a park
designer had a harder job, getting the park commissioners to
purchase vast acreages of potentially valuable urban real
egtatefor park land. It istill difficult for people to understand
why some of the parks Olmsted proposed had to be so large.
While most specid facilities for parks do not take up much
room, Olmsted ingsted that urban parks had to have "range"
as he cdled it, expandve gretches of meadow or stretches of
water fringed by bushes and hessto achieve the illusion of
limitless vista to encourage a relaxed, contemplative and
meditative state of mind for the park frequenter

PARKS CONTRIBUTION TOHEALTH

In his report to the San Francisco Pak Commission in
1868, hetried to frighten the members intoredizing that they
must acquire ample park acreege to save the citizens from
menta and nervous exhaustion brought on by the pressures
they endured in business and the professions. San Francisco
was losing too many of these highly dedicated and productive
citizens. These driven men, he wrote, wrecked themsdves
overworking and had to retire early from their occupations
suffering from prematiare brain failureand a morbid frame of
mind. Regular viststo a park would help.

He told the Buffalo Park Commissioners that their citizens
who were suffering from neurasthenia had had an unfilled
need to exercise disused perceptive powers such as would be
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encouraged in the proposed Ddaware Park in the northem
part of the city (now, unfortunately, bisected by a freeway).
To the Monti-ed Park officials hewrote:

... certain scenery hasatendency tolift usout of our habi-
tual condition into one which ...we should recognize as
poetic. Let ussay for the time being the charm of natural
scenery tends to make uspoets. There isa sensibif/ity to
poetic inspiration inevery man of us, andits utter suppres-
sion means asadly morbid condition. Poets, we may not
be, but alittle lifted out of our ordinary prose may be often
to our advantage... Wordsworth (only greater in poetic
sensibility than any one of us...) came home from a pain-
ful experience inFrance after itsgreat revolution, sick,
broken down, unfit for business. Everything was going
wrong with him. His sister, Dorothy, persuaded him to let
her guide himinto the midst of a charming scenery, and
subject himself for atime to itsinfluence; "and thus," says
Doctor Shairp, tellingthe story, "began the sanative proc-
ess which restored him to histrue self and made that bless-
ing to the world he was destined to become."

These terms (sanative, restoring) are not metaphorical.
They testify precisely that the charm of natural scenery is
an influence of highest curative value; highest, if for no
other reason, because it acts upon the highest functions of
the system,and through them or. all below, tending, more
than any singleform of medication we can use, to establish
sound minds insound bodies — the foundation of all
wealth.

Since this romantic intuition about the caming effect of
natural scenery on the mind isa the core of Olmsted's work,
we would do well to examine the theory of it and ponder
whether such a purpose justifiestying up thousands of acres
of urban red estatetoday. At first glance, Olmsted's assump-
tions about the effect of natura scenery on the mind de-
pended upon abdief in the goodness of nature asthe cregtion
of aloving God. Olmsted, himself, was highly sdlectivein
choosing natural effects to accomplish his socid and psycho-
logica purposes. For instance, he found the awesome effects
of thousand-foot cliffslike El Capitan in Y osemite Valey and
the torrents of Niagara Fdlsto be belittling and frightening to
people — hardly the results he wished to achieve in hisparks.

THE IMPACT OF COLORON MIND AND SPIRIT
Olmsted sdlected pastora scenery for its specific effect on
the human mind. Theseare new confirmations of the wisdom
of his artistic choice based on our emotional and physical
reactions to the colors of natural scenery which are not de-
pendent upon a romantic faith in the goodness of nature. For
example, Olmsted, in his compositions, opposed the use of
massss of brightiy-huedfl owersbecause he thought them dis-
tracting and exhausting to the eye. Instead, his passages of
scenery centered on a broad sweep of green meadow or lakes
reflecting the blue sky above and the surrounding trees and
shrubsin varied hues of green with occasond accent points
of colorful flowers appearing as they would in nature. Modern
research into the effects of color conclude that for the majority
of people, blue and green are the tranquilizing colors. A per-
son inthe presence of blue and green experiences a lowering
of blood pressure, pulse rate, brain wave activity, and galvanic
skin response, the same person seeing bright reds, oranges,
and yellows, such as one might looking a banks of flowers,
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hes dl hisbodily responses stimulated. To be sure, there were
times when Olmsted wanted to stimulate afeeling of liveliness
and gaiety with bright color He hoped, for instance, that the
buildings a the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 could be colorful
and decked out with bright flags. Instead, to his disappoint-
ment, most of the buildingswere of dazzling white marble staff
reflecting the heet and light of the sun onto the crowds.

Recent discoveries about the brain seem to confirm
Olmated's belief that the effect of hisart on the mind was like
that of music. Robert Ornstein and David Galin of the Langley
Porter Neuropsychiatric Ingtitute of San Francisco have pos-
tulated that the two hemispheres of the brain divided by the
corpus callosum have different functions to perform and that
one rests when the other is active. The left hdf is working
when we are busy with linear, verbal, analytical, and logica
tesks a the office and rests when the right is occupied with
holigtic, aesthetic, spatial, and non-verbal activitieslike horse-
back riding, strolling through pastoral scenery, skating or
listening to aconcert in the park. We might conjecture that the
nervous exhaustion which Olmsted observed among city
dwellers of hisday was caused by their overuse of the logica
and verba sde of the brain and the consequent neglect of the
exercise of the aesthetic and non-verbal side. According to the
latest research, while the right hemisphere of the brain was
exercisng its poetic and contemplative function, as Olmsted
intended, the left side, exhausted by business and profes-
siond activities, would be getting a much needed rest during
the visit to the park. Olmsted sensed that we need a balanced
regimen of stimulusor exercise for both sides of our natures.
If anything, our civilization has erred in overemphasizing the
logiccd and verbal activitiesof the left hemisphere which we
have traditionally associated with intelligence. The romanti-
cism of Olmgted'stimeand the counterculture reection of the
1960's were effortsto redress the baance.

Olmsted, like his contemporaries, believed that miaamas,
or noxious exhaations from decaying organic matter, caused
contagious diseesss like maaria, yellow fever, and typhus. He
thought that well-drained and planted landscape parks could
help contirol the spread of epidemics by lessening the amount
of stagnant water and decaying organic wastes in the open
land of our cities. The leafy treesand plants would purify the
ar, blocking the circulation of miasmas. To improve public
health Olmsted advocated cleaning up the polluted Back Bay
area of Boston and replacing the swamp and shallow bay
with the interconnected Fenway, Arborway, Arboretum, and
Franklin Park system. The miasma theory of diseases was
replaced with the germ theory in the 1880's but public health
was certainly improved by getting rid of polluted water and
sawage whether or not they produced miasmeas.

Another justification for park making was that park green-
ey purified the air by adding oxygen. Olmsted liked to quote
Lord Fitt's remark that the "lungs of London" were its parks.
While park landscape does add ahit to the oxygen level and
absorbs carbon dioxide, most of our oxygen comes from the
ocean rather than the countryside. Trees and plants, though,
do reduce the suspended dust in the air and negatively ionize
the oxygen molecules we breathe. According to the re-
searches of Albert Krueger a the University of California a
Berkeley and Fdix Sulman a Hebrew University in Jeru-
sdem, adding negatively charged oxygen molecules to the
ar improves our ability to assmilate oxygen. Krueger and
Sulman argue that heavily polluted air in our citiesand theair

to be found in air-conditioned or forced-air heating buildings
is positively ionized and produces fatigue, irritation, and
depresson because the oxygen supplied is difficult for our
bodies to assmilate. Our artificid urban environment then
produces the same kind of ddess for many people that dry
winds like the Foehn in Switzerland, the Sharav inlsrad,
and the Santa Anain California seem to foster So we have
another reason for having beautiful landscaped parks in our
citieswith open sretches of turf, water, and trees. Fountains
are excdlent ionizers. Niagara Fals produces someof the best
ionized air in the world and happily, Olmsted designed a park
from which to view it.

NOW — PRESERVATION, RESTORATION, UTILIZATION

Today indmogt all of our large citieswe have great parks
which Olmsted and his firm designed in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The most complete listing of
them has recentiy been compiled by the Olmsted Papers proj-
ect and can be purchased from the National Association.
They built them as works of art to enhance life in our cities
with facilitiesfor sports, civic, and cultural fedtivities, and with
gretches of scenery to tranquilizethe mind and refresh the
soul. They were built to be accessble, connected with park-
waysto dl parts of the city and to smaler neighborhood and
specid function parks. Despite arguments to the contrary,
more and more people think that we till need these great
parks and their connecting links. Many think that they should
be restored to enhance our urban life today. If we agree, we
face the problem of their very expendve rehabilitationa a
timewhen materids and labor are growing more and more
codlly.

Some of the rehabilitation can be done by volunteer labor
Louisville, Kentucky, consulted the origina planting plans a
the Olmsted firm to restore Cherokee Park and received the
first Federd fundingfor such aproject. Now, under the Urban
Park and Recregtion Recovery Act of 1978, Tide X, Federd
grants are available "to economically hardpressed communi-
ties specifically for the rehabilitation of critically needed recre-
aion aress and facilities... including improvements in park
landscapes, buildings, and support facilities."

Thus, if we restore Olmsted's facilities with fundsnow avail-
able, we can have arich and varied range of activitiesin our
city parks. The great landscaped gpaces we have inherited
from the nineteenth century will then, once again, beuseful,
life-enhancing asxtsto our civilization.

The nineteenth-century parks are not al that we need
today, but they will have taken their rightful place in acom-
prehensive scheme of parks, scenic preserves, green bdts,
and all the parks we have added since including vest pocket
parks, theme parks, and more specidized recreationd facili-
ties. We need notjan Olmsted's parks with motorcycle race
courses, candy cane villages, or gatuary, but instead cregte
new and more appropriate goaces for these more artificial
delights. Also, we must learn from Olmsted's park reports and
our own observations how to use the facilities he left us.
Property and sensitively restored and intelligently used,
the Olmsted parks will again be delightful placestojog, ride
horseback, shoU, or congregate. Then they will serve the
gregarious, athletic, and poetic sdes of our nature, brighten-
ing our livesand those of generations to come as Olmsted
hoped they would when he designed them a century ago.



SERVICES OFFERED

Teachers and students, architects and
engineers, administrators and planners,
horticulturists and designers, history buffs
and passionate amateurs interested in the
work of Frederick Law Olmsted, his sons
and associates, are invited to send their
inquiries to the National Association for
Olmsted Parks, which is attempting, for the
first time anywhere, to serve as a clearing-
house and information center on the work
and thought of these pioneersin the field of
landscape architecture, open space plan-
ning and park design.

As interest in Olmsted's work expands,
and the public's appreciation of its signifi-
cance grows, 0 docsthe need to know just
what he did, where, when and why, and
what he thought about it.

In some instances, examples of what he
did not do, or why, can be of equa impor-
tance. While established reference services
in libraries and universities, and existing
publications can meet some of the demand,
access to much of the original source
materia is till largey limited to a few re-
searchersand scholarsworking inthe field.

The Centi-d Pak drawings a Columbia
are only partially catalogued, though
limited retrieval of them is now possible by
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HISTORIC REFERENCE AND INFORMATION

agreed to respond as promptly and fully as
posshle. Sometimes a query will be circu-
lated to more than one respondent, toin-
aure s full an answer as possible. When
that won't do, questions will be brought
before the Association's Board of Trustees
or the National Advisory Council, or be-
come the bagsfor a paper or workshop a
the National Conference.

Those sending questionswill aso receive
the next severa issues of the Association's
newdetter, and from timeto time questions
of particular interest will be printed init,
or formed into an article for it. A growing
family of persons dready interested in the
work of Olmsted and his essodiates is the
best assurance of a strong and growing
National Association for Olmsted Parks.

continued from puye 3

Olmsted Association staff derives great sat-
isfaction seeing how the remova of dirt and
the infusion of moisture into the drawings
sharpens the pencil line and brightens the
colors, bringing them to life once more. The
work is being directed by Susan Dooha of
the Olmsted Association.

This preservation project is made pos-
sible, in part, with public funds from the
New York State Council on the Arts.

The project has dso been subgtantialy
assiged with funds from the Centird Park
Administrator's Office, the Central Park
Community Fund, the Centra Savings
Bank, and other conh-ibutors.

Beyond preservation of an exfraordinary
heritage of design and documentation for
Americas premier urban park, this work is
important in the current major restoration
thrust With the immediate availability of
original drawings, the usually protracted
design process is shortened 0 that, with
design inhand, funding for capital improve-
ments is materialy expedited, the bidding
and congtruction process following quickly.

When the Olmsted Association com-
pletesits conservation and cataloging work,
an important range of Cenh-a Park restora-
tion — structures, bridges, circulation,
water — will havea factua original bass in
restoring and maintaining the Park for its
20 million annua visitors.

[Vi/liam Alex
President

Frederick Law
Olmsted Association

special arrangement. Those a Fairsted,
Olmgted's office-home in Brookline, are still
privately owned, though initial egreements
for using them are being made with the
Nationcil Park Service. The Library of Con-
gresspapersare only 1/10th published, but
the second and third volumes will be com-
ing out soon. And, other information exists
in the minds of scholars and in private col-
lections from Boston to San Francisco.

Some day, perhaps before the end of this
century, much of thisinformation and most
of these materids may become centrally
available, in copy, if not initsorigina form.
To bring thisabout isone of the major gods
of the National Association for Olmsted
Parks. In the meantime the Association
hopes to provide more convenient accessto
the content of them, working closdy with
the many scholars and researchers cur-
rentiy using the documentsthemselves.

Questionswhich can be answered by the
National Association direcfly, or by provid-
ing alig, bibliography, extract or reprint,
will be; others will be referred to the most
appropriate scholar in the field, who, in
cooperation with the Association, has

Denesmouth, one of the forty-six beautiful and varied bridges and arches in Central Park, will be
shownin a magnificent and colorful architect's presentation drawing, c¢. 1856 ot the Cooper Hewitt

exhibition of original Central Park drawings housed at the Avery Library at Columbia and being con-
served by the Frederick Law Olmsted Association. The exhibition, organized by the Association, will

highlight the need to conserve and catalogue this unique collection of historic documents.



12 FALLAWINTER 1980-81

continued frompage 1

one specidigt said, preventing the building
from looking as though it were about to
dide down the west front of now famous
Capital Hill.

Buffalonians were quick to ssize on the
initiative. Wherever Joan K. Bozer, a
member of the Erie County Legislature
went, she enlisted "Friends of the Olmsted
Parks Committee" from among those who
shared with her the idea that maintenance,
protection and preservation of our mgjor,
historic parks is an idea whose time had
come. She had helped to organize thefirst
meeting of Olmsted enthusiasts from
around New York Statein 1977, and others
leading to the Bufffalo conference in 1980.

The need was obvious. InBuffalo, asjust
one example, the number of skilled
employess in the city sysem had dropped
from 63 to 16 in twenty years. Where pre-
vioudly it had 20 growers, it now has four;
25 freemen, now only seven. From other
cities aoross the countiv had come similar
horror stories. While generally money for
major capital improvements continued to
be available, the capacity to maintain either
older parks or newly renovated aress de-
clined dragticdlly. It was out of thisthreat of
permanent loss that the new National Aso-
ciation for Olmsted Parks was born, some
three years and many mestings laer, a a
second Buffalo Conference in May,

There the question was asked, "Are wea
package? Canwe, anetwork of urban parks
designed by Olmsted, obtain nationa rec-
ognition and Federd funds for the main-
tenance, preservation and protection of our
parks, while maintaining local conb-ol over
parks themsaves?' The answer wes, "yed"

In truth, the resounding affirmative re-
soonse may have applied moreto "Are wea
package?' than to "can we obtain Federd
funds, " for certainly the latter could not be
sought and secured without a stirong nation-
d organization and on-going effort dedi-
cated to the dissemination of Olmstedian
ideas and the preservation of Olmsted's
parks and open spaces.

Thus it was, a some would write, that
another meeting was held in July, 1980, in
Brookline, Mass, to formalize the resolu-
tions of the Buffalo conference, dect adate
of organizing officers, lay out a schedule of
future mesetings, plan for the 2nd National
Conference and agree on the outlines of a
national program and budget which would
bring the eariier dreams closer to aredity.

The godls of the Association? To develop

a national commitment to preserve, protect
and maintain our nation's Olmsted parks.
To compile and disseminate educational
materials about our historic and socialy
important Olmsted parks. To identify and
enlist the support of Olmsted park histo-
rians, park professonds and friendsinall
communities with parks designed by
Olmsted or with an Olmstedian legacy. To
locate, evaluate and insure the preservation
of and accessto Olmstedian archival mate-
rials. Towork for public recognition of the
network of urban Olmsted parks and the
National Association itself.

Shortiy theresfter, Alexander W. Allport,
known to all hisfriends as Sandy, who had
formerly served ds the Assgant Commis-
sioner for Horticulture and Forestry in the
NYC Department of Parks and was com-
pleting over four years as staff director of the
Central Park Community Fund, was re-
tained as Executive Director for the National
Association. The challenge isformidable,
but publicinterest great and early pledgesof
help and cooperation numerous. Sandy
had participated from the beginning in the
Buffalo meetings, and worked closdy with
al the other park-related groups in New
York through the Consultative Group of
Organizetions Interested in Central Park, a
model forum for the cooperation of diverse
organizations in solving park and commu-
nity problems.

Thefirst pledge toward a proposed two-
year, $1.5 million program budget came
literally the day work began, from the
Arthur Ross Foundation, long an imagina
tive contributor to Centi'al Park and other
cultural ingtitutions. The search for other
support began in earnest as soon as the
applications for incorporation and tax ex-
empt status were filed. The budget for the
National Association for Olmsted parks
includes, without assignment of specific
priorities, the following:

Nationa/Con/erence, 1951..$ 10,000
Fine Volumes Olmsted Papers.500,000
National Newsletter, 3 times 3,750
Publications & Reprints 10,000
Information, Reference Service .25,000

Olmsted Bibliography 3,000
Travelling Exhibition 50,000
The Fairsted Drawings 500,000*
Historic Inventories 20,000
Constituency Bui/ding 30,000
Film, Olmsted's America 150,000
Administration, 18 months 150,000

Total $1,451,750

*One of the largest, and most critical, items,
are the drawings by Olmsted and hisfirm at

Brookline. Legislation haspassed for their

purchase with Federal funds. However, get-

tingthe money appropriated, and soon, will

require a major effort.

The incorporating officersand Trustees
of the Association, eected to serve until the
annual meeting scheduled for April, 1981,
are Joan K. Bozer, Dr McLaughlin, editor of
the Frederick Law Olmsted Pgpers, Nation-
d Co-Chairmen; Kathleen P. Galop, a
Newark lawyer active in securing Nationcil
Registry status for Branch Brook Park,
Secretary; William Alex, Treasurer; and
Sandy Allport, Executive Director Inaddi-
tion to these five, Betsy Shure Gross,
Cornelia Hanna McMurtrie, Elizabeth
Bariow, Charies Beveridge, and Victoria
Ranney have agreed to serve as Regiond
Co-Chairs in their respective areas, and
Betsy Gross, a member of the Brookline
Conservation Commission, is conference
coordinator for the 1981 meetings in
Boston. Walter Steesy, editor of the
"Olmsted News' and secretary for the
Olmsted Family Association, will act as
Genedogist to the Association. Additional
Trustees and Regiona Chairmen will be
proposed at the 1981 National Conference.

A National Advisory Council has dso
been formed. Through it scholars, writers,
park administrators and others can become
involved in the work of the Association
without the obligation of attending too
many meetings or being concemed about
day-to-day operations, budget and man-
agerid problems. The Advisory Council will
meet annually in conjunction with the con-
ference and work with the Information and
Reference Service.

A magjor function of the National Associ-
ation will be to help bring into a continuing
relationship the many community groups
which aready exigt in cities where Olmsted
designed parks, and to helpin theformation
of other park-concerned organizations
where they are needed.

Vidts to many of these important arees
will be taking place thiswinter, bringing the
Executive Director and severd members of
the Board of Trugteesinto doser touch with
community leaders and familiarizing them
with the current situation and problems.
One goal of the Asociation isto fecilitatea
continual interchange of information be-
tween concerned parties in all aress, en-
abling eech community to benefit from the
experiences of othersand eillowing them to









draw up aligt of maintenance and repair
projects andsubmits it to the Park Depart-
ment for their action.

The Franklin Park Coalition has good
reations with other community groups and
agendiesaround Franklin Park. Mogt of the
community groups and agencies are either
represented as membersor are on the mail-
ing list. The Coalition ingsts on keeping al
community groups and agencies well in-
formed on the work and eageriy encourage
their participation. The Coalition closey
follows a very important issue for a lot of
neighborhoods — the restoration of
Franklin Park. Most community groups and
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agencies are tied down with other human
service issues like jobs, housing, tenant
action, education, etc. and cannot devote
much energy to Franklin Park. The Coali-
tion does devote itsdf to Franklin Park
exclusvely and involves these other groups
& much as they want to be involved. The
Coalition certainly keeps other groups and
agencies informed as much as finances
permit.

EDITOR'S NOTE: In addition to report-
ing on noteworthy events inthe various
Olmsted parks, the National Association's
Newsletter seeks to look at the various

NATIONAL NEWSOF OLMSTED PARKS

Editor's Note: In each issue of the National BERKELEY CA

Association's Newsletter we will share interesti

iends of the Frederick Law Olmsted

items of local concern which may also have i L od hel

portance elsewhere. Because of its brevity, eadjaPers ae being incorporated to help

mentionwill obscure a considerable amount offinance Volume V The Cdifornia Frontier,

additional information which can generally be1863-1865, and perhaps other volumes of

secured fromthe local news sources, or throughe Olmsed Papers. Another evidence of

the National Association. We also would wel- rowina interest and support. Write Mrs.

come your contributions to this Newsletter fead g ) pport.

ture, and hopeto find space to print them. D.H. McLaughlin, 1450 Hawthorne Ter-
Every reasonable effort hasbeen madeto race, Berkeley, CA 94708.

check the complete accuracy of the information

we have received. However, the possibility of MILWAUKEE, WI . )

error doesexist, and different interpretations ofhe August, 1980, issue of National Geo-

the same facts arealways possible. We assumegraphic states "Time seams to have stood

full responsibility for such errors should they ;|| in this part of the city. At nearby Lake

arise, and will try in subsequent issues to ePark, planned by Frederick Law Olmsted,

themrightwhenever we can.

NEW YORK, NY

The Dairy in Central Park, designed by
Cavert Vaux and built in 1870, is restored
privately a a cost of $200,000 and now
saves, under Parks Department manage-
ment, as a beautiful and useful information
center, where dides and films are shown,
literature sold and a colorful free map distri-
buted, tours organized and led by Urban
Park Rangers, and numerous musc pro-
grams and lectures scheduled by the
Central Park Administrator's Office. The
National Association, whose Executive
Director was primarily responsible for the
project.will be glad to furnish complete in-
formation on the how and why of this
unique restoration of an historic building in
amgjor Olmsted Park. A Central Park Con-
servancy hes now been organized by Parks
Commissioner Gordon J. Davis and CP
Adminish-ator Elizabeth Barlow to gener-
ae additiona private funds for other major
restoretions.

designer of New York's Central Park, the
lawn-bowling club ill dresses in its tradi-
tional whites for the Fourth of July
matches" So too in Central Park, and why
not. we ask?

NEWARK, NJ

Branch Brook Park, Olmsted Bros,, 1898.
acceptedto the State Regigter of Historic
Places, thanks largely to the effortsof the
Newark Cherry Blossom Fedtivd and civic
pride. Copies of the nominating document
available through Ms Kathleen Galop, 375
Mt. Progpect Ave., Newark, NJ 07104.

WASHINGTON. DC

Partners for Livable Places, a nonprofit
organization, launches an Economics of
Amenity program to improve the environ-
ment and encourage better design in twenty
cities, including ten where some 110 works
by Olmsted and his firm exist. They are
Atlanta, Baltimore. Birmingham, AL, Buf-
falo, Charieston. SC, Lowell, MA, Milwau-
kee, Portland, ME, Providence and Sesttle.

forms of community organization which
have grown around citizen interest in our
parks. The Franklin Park Coalition isone
such form of organization. Others wilt be
described infuture issues, and a compre-
hensive survey of a variety of community
organizations created to help protect impor-
tant parks will bepublished by the National
Association in 1982, in the belief that each
community can benefit in some way from
the experience of others. For additional in-
formation about the Franklin Park Coali-
tion, write Richard Heath, 319 Forest Hills
S., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130.

For years the works of Olmsted and his
asciates have been a prime amenity in
any community, and hopefully they will
benefit from the Partners interesting pilot
effort.

SEATTLE, WA. AND THE MIDWEST

Water R, Hundley, Superintendent of Your
Sesttie Parks and Recregtion, and Donad
Harris, Director of Development, accept s
Regional Co-Chairmen for the Pacific
Northwest. Ms. Marilyn Tuchow and
Victoria P Ranney will share responghilities
for Chicago and the Midwest. If interested in
contacting them the National Association
will be happy to provide complete addresses.

BROOKLYN, NY

Ms. Tupper Thomas appointed Adminis-
trator of Prospect Park, one of Olmsed's
finest, the second NY City park to cregte
such a managerial position to improve
maintenance and schedule use of an higtor-
ic park. Important City-wide conference on
Regiona Parksheld therein October, 1980,
report of which is available from The
Borough President, Borough Hall, 209
Jordemon Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

STATEN ISLAND, NY

NY Landmark Preservation Commission
considering the Vanderbilt Tomb and
grounds for landmark designation. Much of
the origina Olmsted design remains, and
much carewas put into the site, afavorite of
FLO'swhile living on the Idand. For further
information inquire of Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission, 305 Broadway,
NYC 10007.
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Membership in TheNational Association Open To All
interested  individuals And Institutions, Professional

Societies And Park

Membership in the newly formed Na-
tionell Association for Olmsted Parks may be
unique. Almost the only one who can't join
is an Olmated park itsdf.

Two dassssof membership have been es-
tablished: INDIVIDUAL a $25, runsfor
three years; and INSTITUTIONAL a $100,
runs for five years. Asall charter member-
ships will gart officially on April 26, 1981,
thosejoining now will receive severd extra
monthsof participation benefits a no added
cod.

A $3,00 annual subscription price has
been established for the Newdetter only,
which will bring lots of information without
the benefits of Membership, Among the
benefits of membership are two semi-
annual issues of the Newsletter, 32-40
pagesof valuable information about what is
happening in the field, much of it of per-
manent importance. Up to 10 additional
issues will be sent in a member's name to
others whom he or she bdieves will be in-
terested in knowing about Olmsted and the
National Association,

Members will be entitled to reasonable,
unlimited use of the Information and Refer-
ence Searvice, without charge, and receive
the full reports of dl conferences sponsored
by the Association, documents for which
otherwisewe must set afee. In addition they

Administrations

will receive discounted prices on the inci-

dental publications of the Association,

including speeches, biographies and bib-

liographies, annotated lists, and books
which will be published or sponsored by the
Asociation. Also available will be various
reports, studies and documents prepared

in other communitiesfor use in preserving

their parks. There will be more benefits as
time goeson, and the Newdetter will report
on them as they are announced.

But, Membership is more than getting, it
is really an opportunity to giveto anational
movement of growing importance to schol-
as and practitioners dike. It is an oppor-
tunity for any interested individual, and all
involved institutions and organizations to
become a part of a network of dedicated
people, able by working together to prevent
further desecration of some of our historic
parks, and by sharing to make whole the
great but still dissected body of knowledge
about the work and thought of Frederick
Lav Olmsted, his sons and asxociates, and
their influence for good on our lives and
those of future generations.

Institutional Membership includes four
subscriptions to the Newdetter and numer-
ous other opportunitiesto contributeto the
growing importance of Olmsted in America.

Incidental Publication O

No. 1 Available

The most comprehensive listing of the
public works designed by Frederick Law
Olmsted, Senior and Junior, John Olmsted
and the Olmsted firm between 1857 and c.
1950 is now available. Compiled by the
Frederick Law Olmsted Papersfor distribu-
tion by the Nationa Association, the work-
ing list includes designs done for 33 dates,
the District of Columbia and Montreal,
Canada. It covers parks, parkways and
public recreation grounds in 163 cities,
towns and counties from Hawaii to
Augusta, Maine and cites some 653 job
numbers under which most of these plans
are entered a the Frederick Law Olmsted
National Historic Site in Brookline, Mass
The ligt is an invaluable resourcestool to
anyone working in thefield, and succeeding
editionswill add such further information as
may come to light through the research of
the Olmsted Pgpers project and the work of
the National Association.

Individual copies are $5 postpaid. Ten or
more are $3.00 each. A 20% discount may
be taken by individual and institutional
members of the National Association.

Many will recognizeitimmediately, still a prosperoussubdivision neara major city, planned by Olmsted
and Vauxin 1869. Can you?
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FEDERAL ASSISTANCE

TYPE
ACTION

boi) .

+  PKJPILICATION
0 APPLICATION
{Markap. pi OTIFICATICH OF INTENT (Opt)
REPOiT OF FIDERAL ACTION

*. LEGAL AFPLICANT/nECIPIENT

«. Applicant NarAO
b. Organl2>liofl Unit
c. SfrMt/P.O. Box

d. City

f. Stit*

b. Contect Person tName
& telephcne  tJo.)

Massachusetts Historical

294 \Washi ngt on
Boston
Massachusetts

2. APPLI-
CANT'S
APPLI-
CATION

Leave
lilank

Street
o. Qunty :

El i 7abeth Reed Amadon,

(617)

727- 8470

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT

O mstead Park System
Devel opnent

Restore roof,

and fascias.
of

10. AREA OF PROJECT

|.MPACT

g zZRd:

Tear  month

1977 01

ftiy
20

Conmi ssi on

Jamni ca Pond Boat house

Project, Boston, Suffolk County
chimeys, gutters, downspouts, eaves
Source of non-federal match i sfunds

(\aiiie3

Salit,

theCity of Boston.

of citict. counties.

etc.)

Commonweal th of Massachusetts

11. ESTIMATED NUM-
BER OF PERSONS

BENEFITING
5,689,170

OMB Approv.il No.29-n021B

i. oTATE NUMCER

APPLICA-

TICH 750504 9%6

IDENTI- b. DATE year Vvio7itk day
FIER ASSIGNED 19 75 06 16

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENIIFICATION NO.
046-002-284

PRO. « MR [11sl* 1910141
GRAM b. TITLE

(from

Federal . . .
Cataiog) Historic Preservation

0. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

A-Stit« H-Community A'l'io.i Ajsncy
B-Inti>TU(» |- Krglier Educational Institution
C-SubsUlo J- Indian Tribe

Disti-icl K-Othar 1Sp(nfv):
D-County
E-Cily

F-School Distritt
G-SpKisl Purposa

District Enter appropriate letter | A |

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE

A-Basic Grant D-Insurance
B-Supplemontal Grant E-Other Enter  appro- 1
C-Lcan priate letter(3)

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
A-Ncw C-Ravision E-Ajgmontation

B-RancK'al  D-Continuaticn
Enter appropriate letter j A j

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (forltcorlie)

13. PROPOSED FUNDIirvG 14, CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: orl
A-Incre3S3 Dollars F-Othar tSpecifti):
a. FFDERM. 16,000 (00 t. APPLICANT b. PROJECT B-Cacieasa Dollars
’ C-Increase Dureiiuii
fc. APPLICANT 16,000 @ D-Cciieiti Liuriiicn
c. STATE 00 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT E-Cancallation
DATE year tnotU V'AV DURATION Enter  appro o
riate er
d. LOCAL .00 19 see ff34 36 Mon  tht p
a. OTKER 00 18, ESTIMATED DATE TO year month day 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
' ' BE SUBMITTED TO
L ToTAL 32.000 03 FEDERAL AGENCY - 19 77 01 20 25-76-00370-00
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST  (Wema, Citv. State, ZIP  code) 21. REMARKS ADDED
National Park Service, Washington DC 20240 « Yo» & No
22. (. To tha best of my knostled’s and I'clia.’, b. I! required by CMS Circular A-95 this applicjlion K Ksubraittad, pursuant to In- Nore- Retponee
dats In this pra”ptlicition/applicatiun ara structicna tharain, to appropriate cicarinihoiisas and all riap*nsas ara attachad: arcxias attached
THE trua and correct, tha dccumant kaa btm
APPLICANT duly authari:?! by tiia Eovamini bait of . .
CERTIFIES tha applicant and tha applicaiit will comply 0) Of f | Ce Of St ate Pl anni ng ®
THATIA with tho attached a;surancas if th* tsaist- (2) O O
anca ia approved.
(3) ° ]
23. TYPED NAME AlD TITLE b. SIGNATURE c OATE SIGNED
cermirvine  Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec.
SENTALIVE Dir. and SHP.Q "T77 01 20
k4. AGENCY NAME 25. APPLICA- I'scr month day
TION
Department of the Interior RECEIVED isjiy \ 25
2C. OFiGAMZATIONAL UNT 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 2S. FEDERAL APPLICATION
National pPark Service Grants Admi nistration Div. IDENTIFICATION
29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRANT
18th 8&C Streets NA, Wshington, DC 20240 [25-IM?MO0SW-'00
31, ACTION TAKEN 32 FUNDING y<ar month  day 34 locr  month  day
STARTING T in
[5 i. AIVALDED FEDE?-L 16,000 .00 33. ACTION DATE>- 1977 3 10 DATE 19/° 3 10
. ) 16. 00 35. CONTACT ~OR ATDITIONAL INFORMA- 3. Year month  da
b. RFJECTEO b. AIPLICANT 6.000 TION  {Name and’ telephone number) B BING y
+ e. RETURNEDFOR ¢ SIATE .00 DATE 1980 3 10
AMEHOVENT i. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Neévmen 37. REMARKS ADDED
. d. DEERRED .. OHR .00 (202) 523-5472
o o WTTBAMWM TOTAL .32,000 .00
38. . In talins tbeva action, any comments recelycd from claarinehousrs woie con-  b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL

FEDERAL AGENCY
A-95 ACTION

aldarod If a®oncy rosponi.a i: duaur.Jiir provisions of Part 1, OMO Circular A-95,
It has baan or la baing madt.

INama and telephone

same as #35

no.)



a. NUMBER

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 2. APPLI-
CANT'S
IME e PREAPPLICATICN APPLI- b. DATE
Kcor month day
ACTION APPLICATION CATION 977 04 20
mark op- [-. NOTIFICATION OF HWTEINT (Opt) | cave
propriate LJ \rr lank
box) Q R"POar OF fEDCRAL ACTIOU
4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
a. Applicant Name Massachusetts Historical conm ssion
b. Organlutlon Unit
c. Street/P.O. Bex 294 Washington Street
d. City Boston Cory :  Suffolk
f. Stata M assachusetts .2FCoc 02108
h Coiad Ren @ATova Elizabeth Reed Amadon S.H.P.O.

& teUphone No.) (617) 727-8470

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S P.-"OJECT

O nsted Park System Back Bay Fens Devel opment
Project, Boston, Suffolk County

"Restore and reinforce theoriginal planting schene
so that Omsted' s original concept of the park
space can once again be recognized."

Source of nonfederal match i stheCity of Boston.

10. AREA OF PROJeCT IMPACT (Name3 of citiet. coimfwa, 11. ESTIIfIATEO NUL»-
Satei, etc..) BER OF PERSOt-iS
BENEFITING
Commonweal th of Massachusetts 5,689,170

OMB Approval No. 29-R02ie

3. SIniE a. NUUBCR

APPLICA- 75050496

TICN

IDKNTI- b. DATc Year month day
FIER ASSGNED 19 75 06 16

S. FEDERAL EMPLOYER
046-002-284

IDENTIFICATION NO.

PRO- a. NUMBER ] 51919 O] 4|
GRAM b. TITLE

(From

Federal . . .

Catalog) Historic Preservation

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

A-SlJta H-Communily ~ Action Aganiry
C-Intorststa |- tiigher Educational  Institution
C-Subslat» J- Indian Tribe

District K-Cili5r ecify):
D-County (Specify)
E-Clly

F-School District
G-S;eci”l Purpost

DisUict Enter  approp-iiate letter [
9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE
A-Bas<c Grant D-In:uranca
B-Suppltmantal Grant E-Othcr jhter appro-
C-Loan priate letter(e) I D

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
A-New C-Revislon E-Aug.iientation
Ei-Renanil D-Continuaticn

Enter  approprinie htttr

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (J=or Jjrc or Ite)
A-li'Crsssa Dollars F-Olhar (Specify):
a. FE.OERAI 75,000 .03 i » APPLICANT b. FROQECT G-Oc;rea50 Dollars
9 9 C-Incrriaso Djrati.m
b. AFPIICANT .00 D-Pecrsase Duration
e. STATE 75,000 05 !b. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT E-Cancallatiof
DATE yfor month day DURATION Enter appro-
d. ICCAL 00 ]9 34 % ionth® priate leitf. r(l)l
a. OTHER 00 13. ESTIMATED CATETO year month day 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION KWMSER
: BE SUBMITTED TO
TCTAI 150,000 @ FEDIRAL AGENCY 7 1977 04 20 25-76-00334-00
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, Sate, ZIP code) 21. REMARKS ADDED
National Park Service, Washington DC 20240 © Yes g No
22. 8. To I'r.t t4it ef r..i knowicdEt an.l belief, b. If required by OMB Circular A- this e,-.plir,stion was submitted, pursuant t« in- No re- 2Vetj JONjtf
data in this preapplication/appiicaticn ara iitucliom  tharain, to approprxii citsrinjhousss and all rasponsas tin alttchai: tporne attfiched
THE trua and correct, tha document has bean
APPLICANT QUIy aut.horlsed by the e(.)vo,-nlng. body of Of f | ce Of St at e PI anni ng .
CERTIFIES ti"a appliccnt andtha applicant will comply (1)
THATh- with t:;8 attached usurancca If tha assist- (3 o .
anca is approved. °
(©] i
a. TYPED t<AyE AND TIIU b. SIGNATURE c. DATE SIGKED
cesmirvinG Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec Year month - dau
REPRE- 1977 04 20
SENTATIVE Dir. andSHPQ Y
24. AGENCY NAME 25. APPLICA- Venr irMnU: day
TION
Department of the Interior RECEVED 1977 4 27
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT Zl. ADMINIS r .VE OFFICE 23. FEDERAL APPLICATION
. . . IDENTIFICATION
KatiDTial Park Servire Hrant'; Afiministrati nn Div.
29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRAfM
IDENTIFICATION
18th r. .Streets NW., Wac<;hinotnn D.r. 70240- 2.5-76-00.v"v1-00
31. ACTION TAKEN 32 FUNDING yar  moxh day 34 year  mci4E'» day
STARTING -T-T
QC«. AWARDED a. FEDERAL » 75,000 .00 33. ACTION r 1977 06 27 DATE 19/, 06 27
. 00 35  CONTACI ADDITIONAL INFORFIA- 36 M th  d
b. REJECTED b. APPIICAfrr 75.000 TN (8 and telephone.  numban) NG yMr moni lay
+ c. RETURNED FOR  c. STATE .00 DATE 980 06 26
AMENDIENT d. LOCAL .00 Stephen Nauman 37. REMARKS ADDED
+ d. DEFERRED a. OTHER .00 (202) 523-5472
¢ t. WITHDRAWN f. TOTAL >3 50,000 .00
38. «. In tskinc ebova action, &y cotnnants receiwd from clO8rin(>Nouf*< v.dre con. b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL
sidctdd. It agsncy ros”nss Isduo undsr provisions of Ptrt 1, OUB Cii-->«r A-1"5, (Name and telephone  no.)

FEDERAL AGENCY it ha« been or isbains made.

A-gS ACTION

424-101

AN

same as 35
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