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A. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

City of Boston, Town of Brookline 

OWNER'S NAME; 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

C i t y H a l l Town H a l l 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston B r o o k l i n e N o r f o l k - S u f f o l k 21-25 
5. LOCAtfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Suffolk Registry of Deeds Norfolk Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Suffolk Couty Courthouse Norfolk County Courthouse 
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D o ^ 

H " 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Dedham 

S T A T E 

Mass. 25 

REPRESENTAtlON I N EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the h i s t o r i c assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1971 • Fede ra l 13 State [ I Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Office of the Secretary, State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston, 

S T A T E : 

Mass. 025 
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\7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good • F a i r 

( C h e c * One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

E A l t e r e d ( a d d i t i S h H n a l t e r e d 

("Check One) 

• Moved |X) O r i g i r a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Olmsted Park System includes a series of parks^ linked by continuous pari 
ways. I t curves south from the mouth of the Muddy River to Franklin Park. 
When o r i g i n a l l y conceived, the System also included Boston's existing parks, 
the Common and the Public Garden which were linked to the Olmsted Plan by the 
Commonwealth Avenue mall. 
One of the most heavily used portions of the System i s that which comprises 

the Fens. Olmsted's plan eliminated the o r i g i n a l t i d a l swamp with i t s dangers 
of p o l l u t i o n and flooding, and created an informal park. In the section of t i 
Fens north of Boylston Street, although the boundaries remain the same, an 
overpass access to and from Storrow Drive has mutilated the o r i g i n a l landscape 
design. However, the formal modern design and the plantings are spectacular, 
the material used to face the overpass structures i s compatible with Richardscn 
Boylston Street bridge, which was b u i l t between 1880-04. Other alterations tc 
the Fens area have been r e s t r i c t e d to changes i n park land use and have not 
affected the boundaries and road patterns proposed by Olmsted i n 1879. Much 
the o r i g i n a l wwamp has been f i l l e d i n , although the swamplike vegetation orig­
i n a l l y used by Olmsted remains along a short portion of the River. Except f o i 
a low stadium which desecrates the o r i g i n a l design at the junction of the Fen­
way and Park Drive, most of the remainder of the park presently consists of 
grass, shade trees and gardens. West of the Muddy River are formal rose garden 
and small neat gardens tended by nearby residents of the area. These plots 
began as "Victory Gardens" during World War I I and today serve as v i v i d reminder 
of that h i s t o r i c preiod. The most important o r i g i n a l structures i n t h i s area 

and 
s 

m 
m 

•s 

are Richardson's Boylston Street bridge and the Agassiz Bridge, b u i l t i n 1887-
V 

A linear park, though which the Muddy River flows, li n k s the Fens with 
Jamaica Pond. Various names have been given to t h i s area, the most common of 
which are "The Riverway", which extends from the Fens to Route 9, and "Leveret(t 
(or Olmsted) Park". In these areas the River was an eyesore and a cause of 
sanitation problems. To remedy these, Olmsted creatfed a plan for the sanitary 
improvement of the River and to connect the Fens with Jamaica Park i n 1881. 
The r e s u l t i s a greenscape which curves sinuously following the natural contour 
of the River valley. At the southern end of t h i s portion of the System, the 
River ends i n a series of fresh water ponds, the largest of which i s called 
Leverett. With the exception of a large parking l o t near Brookline Avenue, 
some poorly designed recreational f a c i l i t i e s near the Ponds, and a large 
overpass at Route 9, t h i s section of the System retains most of i t s o r i g i n a l 
design. The o r i g i n a l structures daj^e from the early to mid-1890's and were 
designed by Shepley, Rutan and Coodidge. These include 3 vehicular bridges, 

footbridges, and a stone shelter on the Riverway. 
Jamaica Park was designed i n 1892, but only i n 1894 was construction on i t 

begun. Jamaica Pond, the only fresh water body of any size within the c i t y 
l i m i t s , and one of the important features of the entire Park System, occupies 
a major portion of the Park. In his designs, Olmsted bordered the Pond with 
paths and shade trees. He encircled i t with parkways by u t i l i z i n g the existirjg 
parkway on the eastern side (Jamaicaway) and adding roads on the western side. 
He incorporated the Perkins Mansion ("Pine Bank" House), situated at the 
northern end of the Pond, i n his plans. This structure, the t h i r d to stand or 
the s i t e , was b u i l t i n 18j/o i n the Ruskinian Gothic s t y l e . After a f i r e , the 
City Architect Wheelwright remodelled the i n t e r i o r , roof, chimneys and garden 
terrace i n 1896. The Boston Parks Department uses the house as headquarters 
for i t s recreational d i v i s i o n . The stone steps, which lead from the house to 
the Pond, were taken from the John Hancock House. The Park and road patterns 
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2. Location, cont. • 

OLMSTED PARK SYSTEM 

Note The description below should not be considered a 
legal description. 

Beginning at the intersection of Morton Street and Forest H i l l s Street; Thence 
turning and running westerly and northwesterly by the center l i n e of Morton St. 
and the Arborway; Thence turning and running northwesterly and northerly by the 
s:outherly, southwesterly and westerly l i n e of the Arborway to a point at the 
intersection of the Arborway and Centre St; Thence turning and running northerly 
and northeasterly by the westerly and northwesterly l i n e of the Arborway to the 
intersection of the Arborway and Prince St; Thence turning and running generally 
northwesterly by the center l i n e of Prince St. to a point at the intersection 
of Perkins St.; Thence turning and running northeasterly and northerly by the 
northwesterly and northerly l i n e of Perkins St. to a point at the intersection 
of Perkins St. and Pond Avenue; Thence turning and running northerly, north­
easterly, easterly and northerly by the westerly, northwesterly, westerly and 
northwesterly l i n e of Pond Avenue and Boylston Street; Thence turning and 
running westerly by the center l i n e of Boylston Street to the intersection of 
Boylston St. and River Road; Thence turning and running northerly, northeasterly, 
and northerly again by the center l i n e of River Rd. to a point at the intersection 
of River Rd. and Brookline Avenue; Thence turning and running northeasterly by 
the center l i n e of Brookline Avenue to a point at the intersection of Brooklin^ 
Avenue and Parkway Road; Thence turning and running northwesterly along the 
center l i n e of Parkway Rd. to the intersection of Netherlands Rd.; Thence 
turning and running northwesterly i n a straight line to the southeastern 
boundary of the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority l i n e ; Thence turning and 
running northwesterly by the center l i n e of said Massachusetts Bay Transit 
Authority l i n e to the intersection of said l i n e and Park Drive; Thence turning 
and running southeasterly, easterly, northeasterly and northerly by the north­
-easterly, northerly, northwesterly and westerly l i n e of Park Drive to the inte::-
section of Park Drive and Boylston St; Thence turning and running northeaster .y and 
northerly by the northwesterly l i n e of Boylston St. and easterly line of priva 
property to a point at the northwest side of Ipswich St. and the southerly l i n u 
of Interstate Route 90; Thence turning and running easterly by the southerly 
line of Interstate Route 90 to a point at the northeast corner of Ipswich St. 
the intersection of Charlesgate East; Thence turning and running southwesterly 
by the southeasterly l i n e of Charlesgate East to the ini;ersection of Boylston 
St. and the Fenway; Thence turning and running southerly,-"southwesterly, westej:! 
and northwesterly by the easterly, southeasterly, southerly and southwesterly 
li n e of theFenway to the intersection of the Fenway and Brookline/Avenue; Thehce 
turning and running northwesterly, westerly, south'westerly, ^outHerlJfl southea 
woutherly and southwesterly by the southwesterly, southerly, ^ou-^easterly 
easterly, northeasterly, easterly and southeasterly l i n e i p f the River,way to thfe 
intersection of the Riverway and Huntington Avenue;, Thence turning and runninj 
generally southerly, southwesterly, southerly, southeasterly, southerly, south; 
and easterly by the easterly, southeasterly, easterly, northeasterly, easterly, 
northeasterly and northerly lines of Jamaicaway, Pond St. and the Arborway to 
the intersection of the Arborway and Forest H i l l s Street; Thence turning and 
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running northeasterly and northerly by the center l i n e of Forest H i l l s Street 
the intersection of Forest H i l l s Street and Glen Road; Thence turning and 
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BOSTON: OMSTED PARK SYSTEM, CONT. 

Parley Rd.; Thence t u r n i n g and running n o t t h e r l y and norths 
renter l i n e o f Walnut Avenue t o the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Walnut / 

. ̂ the 
Seaver 

•Y 

2 LOCATION, CONT. 

running southeasterly by the center l i n e o f Glen Road t o the i n t e r s e c t i o n of 
Glen Rd. and Sigourney St.; Thence t u r n i n g and running n o r t h e a s t e r l y by the 
center l i n e o f Sigourney St. t o the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Sigourney St. and Peter 

j a s t e r l y by, 
\venue and E 

St.; Thence t u r n i n g and running southeasterly by the center l i n e o f Seaver St, 
to the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Seaver St. and Blue H i l l Avenue; Thence t u r n i n g and 
running southeasterly by the center l i n e of Blue H i l l Avenue t o the i n t e r s e c t i d n 
of Blue H i l l Avenue and American Legion Highway; Thence t u r n i n g and running squth-
westerly by the center l i n e o f American Legion Highway t o the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f 
American Legion.Highway and Canterbury St.; Thence t u r n i n g and running wester! 
by the center l i n e o f ^ , j_ .^.i • j . ^- ^ J. i _ J 

Canterbury St. t o the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Canterbury St. and 
Morton S t r e e t ; Thence t u r n i n g and running n o r t h w e s t e r l y and westerly by the 
center l i n e o f Morton St. t o the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Forest H i l l s S t r e e t and Morton 
S t r e e t . 
Northern s e c t i o n o f the Fens 
Beginning a t the northwest roner o f Back S t r e e t a t i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h 
Charlesgate West; Thence t u r n i n g and running n o r t h e a s t e r l y t o the northeast 
corner of Back St. at i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Sharlesgate East; Thence t u r n i n g 
and running so u t h e r l y by the e a s t e r l y l i n e o f Charlesgate East t o the northern 
boundary of I n t e r s t a t e Route 90; Thence t u r n i n g and running westerly by the 
n o r t h e r l y l i n e o f I n t e r s t a t e Route 90; Thence t u r n i n g and running n o r t h e r l y 
by the westerly l i n e of Charlesgate West t o the p o i n t o f beginning. 

10. Geographical Data 
Muddy River/Jamaica Park 
'NW Lat 42°20'47" 
NE , ^ ,: . 42 20 35 
SE • ' 42 18 43*5 
SW , 42 18 57̂ 5 

Arborway 

Long. 71°06'27" 
: 71 05 57 : 
71 07 11 
71 07 43 (Newton Quad) 

(Newton Quad) NW 42 18 35h 71 07 41 
NE 42 18 49 71 07 22 
SE 42 18 02̂ 5 71 06 23 
SW 42 17 48h 71 06 42 

F r a n k l i n Park 
NW 42 18 47 71 06 23 
NE 42 18 47 71 05 08 
SE 42 17 35 71 05 08 
SW 42 17 35 71 06 23 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
Olmsted Park System 

remain i n t a c t , and the Pond i s s t i l l used for i t s o r i g i n a l purpose of boating 
and f i s h i n g . In 1906, Daniel Chester French carved the Francis Parkman Memori 
which stands on a sloping lawn at the western side of the Park. 
At the same time that Jamaica Park was being developed, the ̂^arkway (Arborway) 
was continued frmm i t along the edge of the Arnold Arboretum to Franklin Park. 
An overpass and new road patterns have obliterated the short portion from the 
east end of the Arboretum to Franklin Park. Despite the addition of two t r a f f i c 
r o t a r i e s , the rest of the Parkway retains not only Olmsted's street design, but 
a great many of the o r i g i n a l trees which have now grown to an impressive height : rnp 
completely shading the Atoborway. 

Franklin Park, the terminus of the System, i s unquestionably one of Olmsted' 
masterpieces. I n 1885, Olmsted designed t h i s large r u r a l park especially for v'orking 
class people. The largest area of the property, "The Country Park"was reservec. 
exclusively "to provide opportunity for a form of recreation to be obtained only 
through the influence of pleasing natural scenery upon the s e n s i b i l i t i e s of these 
qui e t l y contemplating i t . " " * " "The Country Park" has been used as a golf course 
since the late nineties. Although t h i s was not the use which Olmsted intended, 
i t has ensured preservation and a standard of maintenance for at least t h i s poi t i o n 
of the Park. Other areas were set aside for sports (the Playstead, on which his 
been b u i l t White Stadium), a deer part, now part of the Zoo, and a playground 
for small children. The only formal part of the Park i s a grand mall, called 
"The Greeting", designed for use as a promenade and meeting place. The Greeting 
was never completely planted as planned and has been incorporated into part of the 
Zoo. Two monuments that Daniel Chester French designed i n 1882 for the Boston 
Post Office are now located at the northern entrance to the Greeting. These 
groups represent "Labor, Art and the Family" and "Science Controlling the Forces 
of Steam and E l e c t r i c i t y . " 

The Park i s s t i l l used for horseback r i d i n g and Olmsted's road pattern i s 
in t a c t . Much of the fine o r i g i n a l stonework remains, although i n bad conditioil. 
These structures include the Playstead Overlook (1885-88) and the terraces and 
arbors on Schoolmaster's H i l l (1890=91), both of which appear on Olmsted's 
1885 plan, the Valley Gate (1888-89 by Walker and Best) and several r u s t i c 
fountains. A State hospital, the Shattuck, has been erected on what was for­
merly the Heathfield on Morton Street. 

FaboE, Julius G.Y., Milde, Gordon T., and Weinmayr, V-^r^iqliap-lj Frederick 
Law Olmsted, Sr., 1968, University of MassagKjfê et'E's TPress^v 

r- \ - \ 

A. fy^>. i " ! 

2.NOTE: Since the Arnold Arboretum has already beei^ec4^!ici^^<i'.a N^tionatl Histor 
Landmark, i t i s not included i n t h i s nomination. 
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I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 16th Centu ry 

• 15 th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

S 19th Centu ry 

E 20th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (7'App/ica&re andKnown; 1 8 7 9 , 1 4 8 1 , 1 8 8 5 , 1 8 9 2 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One OT More as Appropriate) 

A b o r t g m o l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

r~l H i s t o r i c 

( 1 A g r i c u l t u r a 

1 I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I 1 Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

• E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c a l 

• E ng inee r i ng Q R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

• I n d u s t r y l osophy 

0 I n v e n t i o n Q Sc ience 

H L a n d s c a p e Q Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e Q S o c i o l / H u m o n -

• L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y • T h e a t e r 

1 I M u s i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

^ Urban P l o n n i i i ^ ; / " ' » ^ 

^ ' • ^ Other ^^ j p r n ^ l i , ) ^ ; '.^ 

'-^ '.\ 
~ Rebreationi t 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The comprehensive parksystem which Frederick Law Olmsted Sr. planned for 
the City of Boston in the late 1870's is one of the nation's outstanding examples of 
a multi-use open space and the landscape architect's finest design project in New 
England. Olmsted's work on the system, which became known as the "Emerald Necklace 
around Boston, " created a storng precedent for it included all the design and planning 
elements which later landscape architects hâ e applied to regional planning on a 
large scale. 

Olmsted's o r i g i n a l plans for the park system had three purposes: to create 
needed municipal open space while solving an engineering problem; to l i n k newly 
annexed parts of the c i t y with i t s h i s t o r i c center; to provide - as i n his c 
e a r l i e r designs for Central Park (1857-63) - a variety of forms of recreation. 
Olmsted established a hierarchy of uses for areas within the system, creatirg 
large- and medium-size parks for r u r a l relaxation and picknicking, smaller 
landscaped areas with ponds for recreation and linear parkland for pleasure 
d r i v i n g , r i d i n g and hiking. Though they were never carried out completely, 
sketches of c i r c u l a t i o n patterns suggest Bhat Olmsted intended to separate 
t r a f f i c within the park system according to volume and type, again l i k e his 
plans for Central Park. 

The Bay Bay Fens and the Fenway were the f i r s t portions of the park systejm 
to be planned. Into the 1870's the Fens were a t i d a l swamp which served as 
a repository for sewage and were subject to vi o l e n t floods. The three-man 
Boston Park Commission was created i n 1875 primarily to f i n d a solution to 
t h i s problem. Following an unsuccessful competition for a design, Olmsted 
was asked to prepare a new plan for the Fens. Using swamp-like vegetation 
able to withstand periodic soakings with s a l t water, he created an informal 
park which was a unique feat of engineering s k i l l and n a t u r a l i s t i c landscapiJng. 

Franklin Park, the terminus of thesystem, i s one of Olmsted's mafeterpieces,. 
This large r u r a l park, included i n the e a r l i e s t schemes for Boston's park 
system, was financed i n part by a bequest made to the c i t y by Benjamin Frankllin. 
Olmsted's plan for the Franklin Park area was completed and work begun i n 1885. 
Though the surrounding area was s t i l l r u r a l , Olmsted anticipated the growth 
of the c i t y i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n and designed the Park as a retreat for workinc 
class people whose access to open space would be lim i t e d without i t . I n his 
concern for the social and humanitarian aspects of park design, Olmsted was 
influenced by the work of Joseph Paxton, whose "People's Park" at Birkenhead 
(England) he had f i r s t v i s i t e d i n 1850. Olmsted's plan for Franklin Park 
i s a more elaborate and highly a r t i c u l a t e d version of Paxton's Brikenhead 
design. 
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:JS )̂J Systems, Inc. 

2 9 2 Main St . , C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . 0 2 1 4 2 
Te lephone 617-492-6210 

July 11. 1973 

National Park Service 
U . S. Department of the Inter ior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Wi l l i am J. Murtagh 

Dear M r . Murtagh: 

CLM/Systems, Inc. is presently preparing an environmental 
impact statement as required by Massachusetts law for a proposed 
expansion of zoo facil i t ies in the City of Boston. This project is 
located in Frankl in Park, which is part of the Olmsled Park System 
recently designated as a National Landmark in February of this year. 

Could you please send me copies of whatever information 
you have i n your f i les pertaining to this park system. The New England 
Field Office of the National Park Service has directed me to you for this 
data. We are especially interested in the survey that was conducted, 
as wel l as the specific reasons that this park system was chosen as a 
National Landmark. 

We are very much aware of the possible historical impact of 
the proposed project. Thus, we would appreciate receiving any information 
that you feel would be helpful to us as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

CLM/Systems, Inc. 

Donald Anderson 

DA:pv 
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Mr. Jordan £. Marquis 
RFD 1, 151 First Street 
Hopkinton, Massachusetts 01748 

Dear Mr. Marquis: 

Thank you for your letter of August 28, 1980, suggesting the inclusion of 
the Frederick Law Olmsted House in the Recreation Theme Study of the 
National Historic Landmarks Program. 

We are pleased to inform you that the jFredericif liip̂  Olmsted House and Central 
Park were designated as National Historic Landmarks on May 23, 1963. 
Enclosed i s information on these Landmarks and on Public Law 96-87, which 
established the Frederick Law Olmsted House as a National Historic Site. 
We agree that the Olmsted firm played a major role in designing many of the 
country's premier urban parks. We will give them close attention in our 
study. 

We appreciate your suggestions for the Recreation Theme Study and your 
interest in the historic preservation programs of the Heritage Conservation 
and Recreation Service. 

Sincerely, 

'Carol D. Shull ,(Sgd..) 

Carol D. Shull 

Acting Chief of Registration 

Enclosure 

bcc: NR 

FHR:S. Harrison:arb:343-6401:9-26-80 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NATIONAL REGISTER 



ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
JOAN K. BOZER 

Legislator, 10th District 

Residence: 
768 Parkside Avenue. 
Buffalo, New York 14216 

Office: 
25 Delaware Avenue, Room 710 
Buffalo, New York 14202 

Telephone: 
846-6469 

December 8, 1980 

Gerry Rogers 
Ac t i n g Keeper 
National Register -
440 G. S t r e e t , N.W. 

Washington, D.C. • 

Dear Cherry: 
I n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r our second n a t i o n a l conference next A p r i l , 
we would appreciate i t very much i f you would provide us w i t h 
a l i s t of Olmsted parks l i s t e d on the N a t i o n a l Register. 

I am enclosing a copy of our f i r s t Newsletter f o r your inf o r m a t i o n . 

We would be d e l i g h t e d t o have you j o i n us a t our Conference 
i n Brookline next A p r i l ! 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Joan K. Bozer 
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Olmsted Papers 
VOLUME II OF THE FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED PAPERS 
BEING PREPARED FOR PUBLICATION IN EARLY 1981 

Volume I of the Frederick Law Olmsted 
Papers was greeted with critical acclaim in 
The New York Times in August, 1977, 
Landscape Architecture, The Smithsonian 
Magazine and the American Historical 
Review, and universally praised for its 
scholarship and contribution to the knowl­
edge and understanding of this important 
figure. Drs. Charles C. McLaughlin and 
Charles E. Beveridge, the editors, had 
selected "the best" of their subject's letters 
and other writings, arranged chronologi­
cally, covering Olmsted's "Formative 
Years" from his birth in 1822 until 1852, 
years which "revealed the development of 
Olmsted's attitudes toward nature and the 
land, which he had gained as a farmer, as 
well as his own spiritual growth," according 
to the Smithsonian Magazine. 

But this is only the beginning, the years 
before Olmsted really began to write and 
design. Present plans call for twelve vol­
umes in all, an historic undertaking, of 
which Volume II, S/auery and The South, 
1852-57, when Olmsted wrote his classic 
descriptions of southern society and 
demonstrated his concern with the prob­
lems posed for America by slavery, is due in 
1981. 

• Centra/ Park, which he also designed 
between 1857 and 1861, was originally 
planned as part of Volume II, but will now 
occupy a place of its own, well deserved, as 
Volume III, also to be published in 1981. 
The popularity and importance of the 
subject may make possible a paperback 
edition. 

Scheduled for future publication are; 

The Civil War and the U.S. Sanitary 

Commission. 1861-1863 

The California Frontier, 1863-65 

The New York Years, 1865-1878 

The Ear/y Boston Years, 1879-1889 

Landscape Architect to the Nation, 
1890-1895 

The Public Design Reports, 1865-1880 

The Public Design Reports, 1880-1895 

Writings on the Theory of Landscape 
Design 

Plans, Designs and Views, 1858-1895 

Twelve volumes in all. surveying some 
250,000 items stored in 750 boxes and 
stretching over about 300 linear feet, the 
length of a football field. One immediate by­
product of the project has been the pub­
lication of a working list of parks, parkways 
and public recreation grounds designed by 
the Olmsted firm between 1857 and c. 
1950, described elsewhere in this News­
letter. 

The audience for the Olmsted papers is 
as wide and varied as the papers them­
selves, ranging from those interested in the 
history of American slavery to the Civil War 
buff, from historians of the American fron­
tier to urban problem-solvers and environ­
mentalists. Landscape architects, municipal 
planners and citizen activists, all interested 
in achieving the intelligent and informed 
restoration of Olmsted's urban parks and 
open spaces will find these volumes invalu­
able. 

Since the 1950's a growing number of 
those concerned with the history of Amer­
ican urban life and anxious to improve the 
quality of our cities have seen the impor­
tance of an edition of the papers of Olmsted 
Senior. It was during this period that the 
Editor in Chief, Dr. McLaughlin, began his 
work with an undergraduate honors essay 
at Yale College on "The Social and City-
Planning Thought of Frederick Law 

Olmsted." In his research he received the 
assistance of Laura Wood Roper, who at 
that time had sole access to the Olmsted 
Papers at the Library of Congress and was 
working on her definitive biography FLO. 
In the meantime Charles Beveridge and 
Victoria Post Ranney had begun their in­
dependent work on Olmsted. Today the 
three are the major collaborators on the 
Olmsted Papers project, though scores of 
others have contributed substantially to its 
continuing success. 

The new National Association for Olm­
sted Parks is understandably interested in 
seeing this project proceed. Frederick Law 
Olmsted is now being recognized as one of 
the most profoundly influential figures in 
the development of American urban life in 
the nineteenth century and the records of 
his work and thought provide an essential 
guide to the future. 

To date the Olmsted Papers project has 
been largely financed by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Rocke­
feller Foundation, the National Historic 
Publication and Records Commission as 
well as numerous other individuals and 
foundations. The work is sponsored by the 
American University in Washington, DC. 
Publication and distribution are by Johns 
Hopkins University Press. Additional fund­
ing will be sought by the National Associa­
tion, especially for those volumes which will 
be of particular interest to a given geograph­
ic area, such as Creating Centra/ Parle, The 
Early Boston Years, and The California 
Frontier, or to established professional 
groups, such as Landscape Architect to the 
Nation would be. We hope some of these 
volumes will be adopted by a community or 
organization, thus insuring the completion 
of this monumental work by 1990. 
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OLMSTED'S HOME 
AND OFFICE IN 
BROOKLINE 
ACQUIRED BY THE 
NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE 

"A most important component of the 
national artistic and historic patrimony ... 
its preservation is of prime significance to 
this country." So wrote Professor James 
Marston Fitch of Fairsted, Olmsted's home 
and office in Brookline, Mass., and its con­
tents: thousands and thousands of drawings 
by Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr & Jr., John 
C. Olmsted and others associated with the 
Olmsted firm from 1883 until the early 
1950's; a continuum of professional creativ­
ity unmatched in America. 

Now, finally, after years of effort by 
William Alex and others, and with the sup­
port of Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Con­
gressman Robert Drinan and the numerous 

The middle vault contains less than one third of the Olmsted drawing collection 

INSIDE FAIRSTED 
A view of the upper drafting room 
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co-sponsors of U.S. Public Law 96-87, and 
the signature of the President, Fairsted has 
become a National Historic Site. Shary 
Berg, a graduate of the University of Penn­
sylvania with a master's degree in landscape 
architecture from the Harvard Graduate 
School of Design, and a Park Service staff 
member since 1976, has been appointed 
the first Park Manager at Fairsted, with a 
considerable degree of responsibility for 
planning its future. A local advisory com­
mittee and the Trustees of the National 
Association for Olmsted Parks stand ready 
to help her in this critical task. 

The National Park Service assumed full 
responsibility for the site only on July 1. 
1980. For the immediate future its primary 
responsibility is to provide maintenance 
and security for the physical plant and its 
contents. Funds have not been appropri­
ated by the Congress for the purchase of the 
archives, which remain the personal prop­
erty of Mr Artemas P. Richardson, a mem­
ber of the Olmsted firm. An agreement has 
been reached with Mr. Richardson, how­
ever, for limited access by written appoint­
ment to the collection. Copies of this state­
ment of policy, as well as the most recent 
status report of the Park Manager, may be 
secured from 

Park Manager 
Frederick Law Olmsted National 
Historic Site 
99 Warren Street 
Brookline. MA 02146 
(617) 566-1689 

A major goal of the National Association 
is to facilitate the purchase of the archival 
collection by the National Park Service, or 
to secure its donation to Fairsted in one way 
or another. When linked to the Olmsted 
Papers at the Library of Congress, and 
other lesser collections around the country, 
it constitutes the real legacy of FLO, his sons 
and associates, and remains the touch­
stone for Olmsted's impact on the American 
Scene. 

Describing what he found during his ini­
tial survey of Fairsted in 1973-74, William 
Alex said, "The archives in Brookline ... 
contain approximately 800,000 drawings 
distributed over some 10,000 individual 
jobs. However, between 15 to 20,000 draw­
ings may be said to constitute the significant 
core of historic drawings. Among these are 
jobs that have continued for decades and 
demonstrate a rare continuity of work by a 
single American professional organization, 
now one hundred seventeen years old.... 

The photo library contains thousands of project photographs 

This core ... comprises the history in the 
United States of environmental design, a 
concept not even named until our own 
generation and held nowhere else in the 
world except in the mind of one man whose 
life activity was a demonstration of its most 
valid principles." 

Registrants to the National Association's 
April, 1981, conference in Brookline will 
have a rare opportunity to see and under­
stand the importance of Fairsted today, and 
the critica' need to complete the purchase 
of the documents and establish a continu­
ing center for their study and use. 

Reprinted by special permission from the August, 
1980, issue of Progressive Architecture. 

First Oimsted Conference 
meets in Buffalo 

It wcis like a family reunion — discovering 
distant cousins with enough of a resem­
blance to acknowledge a familial connec­
tion, but each different and sufficiently 
dissimilar to be recognized as unique and 
independent. It was the first conference on 
this country's urban Frederick Law Olmsted 
parks, and it met in Buffalo this past May to 
form a National Association. 

During informal workshops, structured 
meetings, and tours of some of Buffalo's six 
Olmsted-designed parks, 65 delegates from 
25 cities leamed about each other's prob­
lems, potentials, successes, and mistakes. 
Their greatest common problem, they 
found, lies in promoting public and political 
recognition of the enormous breadth and 
range of the Olmsted legacy. 

"The ignorance of the parks' historic sig­
nificance on the part of the park user is one 
of the challenges to be met," asserted 
Kathleen Galop, an attorney from Newark, 
NJ, who successfully placed that city's 
Branch Brook Park on the State Register 
of Historic Places. 

Problems faced and overcome in Newark 
were familiar to many of the conferees. A 
few years ago, local park administrators 
were making plans to bring the 19th-cen­
tury park "up to date," to straighten out the 
curving roads, and to install more baseball 
diamonds with seating, parking facilities, 
and comfort stations in areas Olmsted had 
planned as open meadows. 

Continued on page 6 
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continued from page 5 

"Because the city's park planners didn't 
have an appreciation for Olmsted's original 
design intent, they were willing to impose 
these inappropriate changes," Ms. Galop 
recalls. "But once the community realized 
the park's value, four public hearings were 
held, and plans began to change." Today 
the city is improving roads by providing 
appropriate curbing, eliminating swampy 
areas, and restoring planting. 

Olmsted parks in 122 cities face similar 
problems of benign neglect and inappro­
priate use. The pervasive challenge remains 
to find alternate sites for popular, although 
sometimes faddish, active recreation, with­
out imposing patchwork plans to satisfy 
vocal pressure groups, and while still stay­
ing within Olmsted's intent. 

The changing environment presents 
problems, too, and these were discussed at 
the conference. Some parks, like Buffalo's 
Delaware Park, are undergoing massive 
restoration of their water features because of 
siltation and sewage, and a $8.1-million 
bypass project, the largest inland lake res­
toration program in the country, is currently 
underway. 

Appropriately, the keynote address was 
delivered by Charles McLaughlin, editor of 
the Olmsted papers, in the glass-domed 
conservatory in South Park, an almost-
intact Olmsted design. Speaking on "The 
Social and Psychological Value of Olmsted 
Parks," McLaughlin made several strong 
arguments to justify the tying up of thou­
sands of acres of urban landscape in the 
20th Century. 

Referring to the "need for psychological 
range that only a big landscape park can 
provide," his allusions to FLO's original 
visions seemed exceptionally appropriate 
today: the relief from stress in the post-
industrial era... the illusion of being out of 
the city without traveling long distances ... 
and the calming effect of scenery on the 
mind. 

By the end of the conference, the Nation­
al Association for Olmsted Parks had been 
formed. A steering committee will meet in 
New York City in June, and the next annual 
conference will be held on April 26,1981 — 
Olmsted's birthday. 

Meanwhile, the steering committee will 
start publishing a newsletter with educa­
tional material for use in communicating 
with state legislators and congressional 
representatives. Within the year it is ex­
pected that the group will begin to share 
information and techniques for finding 

funds and making applications for state and  
national historic recognition.  

Jill Weber Radler 

Designating Landmark 
Parks 
The Case History of 
Riverside Park and Drive 

In New York City, the designation of 
landmarks is not limited to buildings or 
historic districts; scenic landscapes with "a 
special character, special history, and 
aesthetic interest and value" to New York 
City are also eligible for designation. 

Riverside Park and Drive are a case in 
point. Concern over the potential expan­
sion northward of the Westway highway 
and the proposed reworking of portions of 
the Henry Hudson Parkway by the State 
Department of Highways, caused the 
Upper West Side community in Manhattan 
to approach the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission requesting such designation of 
the park in 1978. 

Riverside Park is a ribbon of green space 
on the edge of Manhattan Island, extending 
from 72nd to 129th Stireet along the Hud­
son River This leftover piece of land, too 
steep and rocky for building sites, was 
molded into a park and scenic drive by 
Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux in 
the 1870's. 

The park has seen many changes in the 
post-Olmstedian years; in the 1930's, Park 
Commissioner Robert Moses radically al­
tered the park. The railroad tracks adjacent 
to it were roofed over to create a prom­
enade. The river's edge, which had been 
used for commercial purposes, was cleared, 
new land created, and a highway laid along 
the water from the Battery to the tip of 
Manhattan. 

The designation process, often initiated 
by concerned citizens and community 
groups, such as the newly established 
Friends of Riverside Park, was in this in­
stance already begun by the Commission's 
Olmsted Project, funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

The part played by the community was, 
however, crucial. City Councilwoman Ruth 
Messinger organized the various consti­
tuencies, and in June 1979, chaired a 
Speak-Out for Riverside Park. As a result of 
this day-long conference, where the role of 
the park in its community was discussed 
and evaluated, the Riverside Park Commu­
nity Fund was established. This organiza­
tion, modelled on the Central Park 
Community Fund, is to provide continuing 

community financial support for the park. 
Other members of the community wrote 
letters of support to the Commission, 
prepared statements for the news media, 
compiled information on the park, and 
finally appeared before the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission to testify in 
support of the designation. 

Riverside Park and Drive received a pub­
lic hearing on September 11, 1979. The 
purpose of the hearing was to permit inter­
ested parties to voice their support or 
opposition to the proposed designation. 
Many spoke in favor of the designation of 
Riverside Park and Drive, including the City 
Parks Department and the State Depart­
ment of Highways. No one opposed i t 

In the meantime, a complete survey of 
Riverside Park and Drive was prepared by 
members of the Olmsted Project and the 
Historic Preservation Program at Columbia 
University. The survey, conducted during 
the summer of 1979, included topograph­
ical, horticultural and condition reports, as 
well as indications of use patterns, archi­
tectural featijres and landscape accessories. 
Information gathered from historical rec­
ords, Parks Department reports, maps and 
pictorial documentation was examined to 
determine early park conditions and subse­
quent changes. From this material, the des­
ignation report was prepared. 

The Landmarks Preservation Commis­
sioners voted to designate Riverside Park 
and Drive a scenic landmark on February 
19, 1980. Their action was sent to the 
Board of Estimate for confirmation on April 
24, 1980, and the Park and Drive officially 
became New York City's sixth Olmstedian 
scenic landmark. As such, it will now be 
monitored by the Commission's Preserva­
tion Department, which must approve all 
proposed changes by the Parks Depart­
ment to the park and drive. Since the Parks 
Department is another city agency, the 
Commission issues a report to the Commis­
sioner of Parks, rather than the usual certifi­
cate of appropriateness. The Commissioner 
is not legally required to implement the 
report, but in recent years the reports have 
been used as guidelines for changes in 
scenic landscapes. 

"The landmarking of Riverside Park is 
not going to solve all of our problems, but it 
gives us time. It is protection against en­
croachment without due notice," summar­
ized one park supporter 

Mary £//en W. Hem 
Editor, The Olmsted Project 

N.Y.C. Landmarks Preservation Commission 
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FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED'S PARKS: ANTIQUES 
OR URBAN NECESSITIES ? 

Charles C. McLaughlin, Editor 
The Frederick Law Olmsted Papers The American Un-nersity 

This article is taken from the text of a speech delivered by 
Dr. McLaughlin at the first annual conference of the National 
Association for Olmsted Parks held in Buffalo, NY in 1980. 
Additional copies may be purchased from the National 
Association. 

Park preservation may soon have a place in our national life 
comparable to the rapidly growing architectural preservation 
movement as we rediscover our immense legacy of park acre­
age in the midst of our troubled and deteriorating cities. Are 
these great spaces worth preserving and caring for? Can we 
justify them with strong enough arguments to convince those 
who would cut public expenditures or those who would argue 
that the nineteenth-century public park has no place in our 
modem cities? Most of our major cities from Boston to San 
Francisco still have the landscaped parks which the city 
fathers set aside for public use and protected from developers 
in the second half of the last century. Twenty-seven of these in 
fifteen cities including Milwaukee, Brookline, Chicago, 
Rochester, Louisville, Detroit, and Buffalo were parks which 
Frederick Law Olmsted and his partners designed beginning 
with New York's Central Park in 1857. 

Olmsted's parks have many friends today from coast to 
coast. Citizens have defended them from encroachments 
from the time they were built. Lately they justify preserving 
and restoring these great landscape compositions with the 
arguments of the conservationists and the ecologists spurred 
on by the counterculture. Also those alarmed at the deterior­
ating quality of existence in our cities have helped bring about 
almost a cult of Olmsted and his great parks. Attempts to re­
store these parks, despite tightening city budgets, are under 
way in many cities. Louisville, Kentucky, rebuilt Cherokee 
Park, following the original Olmsted planting plans, after a 
tornado wrecked it. The appeal of the old parks and admira­
tion for the man who designed them climbed with the 
Olmsted 150th birthday celebrations of 1972 such as those in 
the Chicago South Parks andNeu; York Magazine's baking of 
an enormous cake in the shape of Cenh-al Park. In the same 

year many learned of Olmsted's great design accomplish­
ments through major exhibitions at the Whitney Museum in 
New York and the National Gallery in Washington D.C. 

Unfortunately, though, the mounting enthusiasm, while 
terribly important, does not guarantee that we can fully re­
store Olmsted's major works of landscape architecture to the 
use he had for them. It is far easier to reconstruct a building so 
that it looks exactly as it did in the past than it is to replant and 
rebuild a living and constantly changing landscape. We have 
to turn to Olmsted's writings as well as his plans to catch the 
spirit and intent of his work. To understand how to restore his 
parks we have to know the artistic and social conditions in 
which Olmsted worked, because his landscapes, although 
they seem to be natural, as he intended they should, are de­
signed to be unified works of art, each unique to its own site 
and the purposes of the client. Being true to the genius of the 
place and the wishes of the client challenged Olmsted to 
produce artistic and ecological miracles when he designed 
parks for such unpromising locations as the rocky spine of 
Manhattan Island, the flat and swampy lake front of Chicago, 
and the polluted, muddy Back Bay fens of Boston. 

MEDIATOR BETWEEN CIVILIZATION AND NATURE 
Olmsted understood the constraints of climate and soil, but 

he was not a pioneering ecologist like George Perkins Marsh. 
Nor can we lump him with John Muir or Henry David 
Thoreau as an unabashed enthusiast for unspoiled wilder­
ness, although he read and enjoyed their writings and was an 
active promoter of their aims. Working on the edge of our 
expanding cities, he mediated between civilization and nature 
as did his favorite English landscape gardeners, Humphry 
Repton, John Claudius Loudon, and Joseph Paxton. Like 
these practitioners in the picturesque tradition, his art ranged 
from the aesthetic effects of the architect to those of wild and 
untamed nature. Artificial sand parks, electric launches, and 
parade grounds were just as important in his work as the 
elements of landscape he inti'oduced into his compositions to 
approximate effects he had observed and enjoyed from such 
diverse places as the Isle of Wight, the Connecticut Valley, 
and the Isthmus of Panama. Olmsted was a deliberate artist 



8 FALL/WINTER 1980-81 

who manipulated scenic effects for social purposes. A look at 
the park reports he wrote from 1858 to 1895 proves the point. 

In discussing the needs of Buffalo in 1888 he wrote: "For 
people who have monotonous occupations amid sombre 
surroundings, tranquilizing natural scenes are less demanded 
than by those by which gayety, liveliness, and a slight spirit of 
adventure are stimulated." He therefore proposed that there 
be a park along the shores of Lake Erie with a running and 
bicycling track, facilities for balloon ciscensions, parades, and 
exhibitions. The park would have a beach for surf bathing, 
like that at Newport, Rhode Island, behind which he wanted a 
shallower stretch of water heated by the sun for warm water 
swimming. Beyond the bathers the water could be used for 
boating and would be studded with islands which could be 
reserved for special occasions like outings and weddings just 
as in the parks of Paris. At night the islands would twinkle with 
small electric lights powered from batteries charged by wind­
mills. Olmsted suggested that the park be designed like the 
Haga Park in Stockholm, to be accessible only by water Even 
getting to the park would be a pleasant adventure, a short, 
ocean ride in an electric launch from downtown. Once in the 
park, children would find sand parks and other amusements, 
and their parents, restaurants. 

Olmsted included in his park plans many facilities such as 
bathhouses, playgrounds, out-of-doors concert stages, and 
exhibit space that turn-of-the-century Progressives, the parks 
and recreation leaders of the 1930's, and open space enthu­
siasts of the 1960's were to demand for their contemporaries. 
The important difference between these later proponents of 
active sports and recreation and Olmsted was that his designs 
displayed greater aesthetic sensitivity and his proposed facili­
ties did not interfere with tranquilizing vistas of park scenery 
for the casual saunterer The Olmsted and Vaux design for the 
Chicago South Parks in the 1870's is a good example of his 
approach. 

In the 1871 report Olmsted and Vaux envisioned inter­
connected parks to be built from the swampy, windswept lake 
front, to the flat prairie three miles to the west with ample 
space for a whole set of different uses such as lacrosse, cricket, 
tennis, boating, archery, skating, parades, and balloon ascen­
sions. He carefully placed facilities for all these activities so 
they would not interfere with each other or disturb those en­
joying the lovely vistas of meadow, foliage, and still stretches 
of water to be seen on foot, horseback, or in carriages. For 
Jackson Park on Lake Michigan, Olmsted proposed a great 
pier running into the lake resembling those at Brighton or Nice 
where large boats could tie up. The pier sheltered an inlet 
leading to the lagoon in the park which in turn was to be con­
nected by a canal down the middle of the Midway Plaisance to 
the lake in Washington Park to the west. Thus, the inti-epid 
boater could paddle a canoe all the way from Jackson Park to 
Washington Park as well as others could explore them on 
foot, horseback, or driving. 

As he had responded imaginatively to the park possibilities 
of the Buffalo and Chicago lakefronts, so Olmsted literally 
rose to the occasion at Montreal where he had to decide what 
to do with a little mountain. Mount Royal. He cautioned the 
park commissioners against h:ying to fill up the vertical land­
scape with the usual furniture of an ordinary park. Also, he 
wrote them that it would be silly to serve up the view in an 
indigestible mouthful by sliding people up and down the slope 
on a funicular railway. Instead, he wanted the delights of 

mountain scenery and expanding vistas to steal upon the 
visitors gradually in a gentie climb up the slope on a winding 
carriage road or on footpaths marked by views at different 
levels. Even more subtie was the effect of altitude Olmsted 
wanted to achieve by altering the vegetation towards more 
and more Alpine varieties the higher one climbed. He was 
practicing a form of "aesthetic ecology" not existing in the 
natijral ground cover to achieve the effect Olmsted wanted. 

SOME DISAGREE OR MISUNDERSTAND 
The city officials and other clients with whom he had to deal 

often missed the subtie social and aesthetic imaginativeness 
that Olmsted displayed in his park designs and his genius is 
still misinterpreted today even by critics and historians who 
make a point of understanding the past sympathetically. One 
such is Sam Bass Wamer, an eminent urban historian who 
argued in a laudatory review of Laura Wood Roper's biog­
raphy of Frederick Law Olmsted that the landscape parks 
Olmsted designed are now antiques, irrelevant for the present 
city both in purpose and in aesthetic. He wrote: 

Today it is clear that the park movement came to the 
Atlantic world at that moment when cities were growing so 
large that the ordinary citizen could no longer get out of 
them on Sunday. Since most of the city dwellers in the 19th 
century were former country folk, access to the symbols of 
that country was an issue of great popular movement... 
Olmsted was also a fine artist and his parks not only gave 
the public the pastoral spaces it longed for, he gave it his 
landscape. His skill, as J. B. Jackson has pointed out, was 
to remake the rough lands on the edges of our cities into 
scenes resembling the pre-Civil War Connecticut country­
side of Olmsted's experience... Yet for all the parks charm, 
there has always seemed to me to be something grand­
motherly about a walk in Central Park. The popular con­
sent to the genteel promenade or decorous picnic mysti-
yied me as a child and later puzzled me when as a historian 
I became aware of the boisterous side of 19th century/ 
America ...To picnic on'the lawn, to bask in the sun, to 
follow the winding path carried stronger meanings than 
today because the park was the refuge for families ex­
posed to recurrent epidemics, families fighting coal 
smoke, leaky gas, ever present dirt and the stink of bad 
plumbing and horse manure... the conditions under which 
parks came forth were unique to their age and that neither 
in mode of organization nor aesthetic are these antique 
models for the present planning of the city. We approach 
parks in automobiles, we seek contrast to our planted sub­
urbs, not more gardened spaces; the conflicts and possibil­
ities of our metropolitan bureaucracies are not those of 
Olmsted's days of gentlemen, speculators, and bosses; our 
sports and machine models of recreation cannot be con­
tained by even the best organized city park. We are escap­
ing a different city; we are in search of a different Mother 
Nature. 

Professor Wamer is laboring under an eloquent misappre­
hension when he says that Olmsted designed his parks solely 
for the decorous grandmotherly promenading of his contem­
poraries, particularly for the slum-dwelling immigrants yearn­
ing for the rural landscapes surrounding their peasant villages 
in the old country. Instead, Olmsted hoped his scenery would 
delight and refresh not only his contemporaries but fulfill 
some of the contemplative and boisterous needs of city 
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dwellers for generations to come. To be sure, many of us do 
escape our cities by car to seek natural scenery, but this does 
not mean that we have no further need of Olmsted's nine­
teenth-century compositions back home. In fact, Americans 
still enjoy well-kept, beautiful urban parks just as much as 
their peasant ancestors. When abroad, they flock to the well-
kept parks of London, Paris, and Vienna just as enthusiasti­
cally as the local inhabitants. Perhaps, if our parks were all in 
prime condition and as well-maintained and policed, Ameri­
cans would be CIS at home in them as they are in Europe's 
today. 

Olmsted did not have to be prophetic to see the problem of 
criminal violence in our urban parks. He wrote in his Chicago 
Parks report in 1871: 

It is impossible to make grounds in the midst of large towns 
which offer numerous places of complete obscurity, safe 
places of general resort after nightfall. Wherever it has 
been attempted in Europe or America, decent people 
have soon been driven from them, and they have become 
nurseries of crime and immorality. 

Accordingly, he designed his parks so that portions could 
be shut off at night leaving only well-lighted and policed parks 
accessible until morning. In 1859 when he was in charge of 
the management of Central Park, Olmsted consulted with the 
police of London's West End parks to discover how they 
handled the crime which spilled over from Dickensian 
London. Thereafter, he started the ti'aining of a force of keep­
ers not only to protect people using the parks, but also, like 
our National Park Service guides today, to help them enjoy 
their visits, an idea which only last year found favor with 
Commissioner Gordon Davis in New York, who created the 
Urban Park Ranger Corps for almost identical purposes. 

Olmsted's park keepers would have had little difficulty in 
persuading the public to watch balloon ascensions and 
parades or to listen to band concerts or to go skating or bask in 
the sun or follow the winding path. But Olmsted as a park 
designer had a harder job, getting the park commissioners to 
purchase vast acreages of potentially valuable urban real 
estate for park land. It is still difficult for people to understand 
why some of the parks Olmsted proposed had to be so large. 
While most special facilities for parks do not take up much 
room, Olmsted insisted that urban parks had to have "range" 
as he called it, expansive stretches of meadow or stretches of 
water fringed by bushes and h-ees to achieve the illusion of 
limitless vista to encourage a relaxed, contemplative and 
meditative state of mind for the park frequenter 

PARKS' CONTRIBUTION TO HEALTH 
In his report to the San Francisco Park Commission in 

1868, he tried to frighten the members into realizing that they 
must acquire ample park acreage to save the citizens from 
mental and nervous exhaustion brought on by the pressures 
they endured in business and the professions. San Francisco 
was losing too many of these highly dedicated and productive 
citizens. These driven men, he wrote, wrecked themselves 
overworking and had to retire early from their occupations 
suffering from prematiare brain failure and a morbid frame of 
mind. Regular visits to a park would help. 

He told the Buffalo Park Commissioners that their citizens 
who were suffering from neurasthenia had had an unfilled 
need to exercise disused perceptive powers such as would be 

encouraged in the proposed Delaware Park in the northem 
part of the city (now, unfortunately, bisected by a freeway). 
To the Monti-eal Park officials he wrote: 

... certain scenery has a tendency to lift us out of our habi­
tual condition into one which ...we should recognize as 
poetic. Let us say for the time being the charm of natural 
scenery tends to make us poets. There is a sensibi/ity to 
poetic inspiration in every man of us, and its utter suppres­
sion means a sadly morbid condition. Poets, we may not 
be, but a little lifted out of our ordinary prose may be often 
to our advantage... Wordsworth (only greater in poetic 
sensibility than any one of us...) came home from a pain­
ful experience in France after its great revolution, sick, 
broken down, unfit for business. Everything was going 
wrong with him. His sister, Dorothy, persuaded him to let 
her guide him into the midst of a charming scenery, and 
subject himself for a time to its influence; "and thus," says 
Doctor Shairp, telling the story, "began the sanative proc­
ess which restored him to his true self and made that bless­
ing to the world he was destined to become." 
These terms (sanative, restoring) are not metaphorical. 
They testify precisely that the charm of natural scenery is 
an influence of highest curative value; highest, if for no 
other reason, because it acts upon the highest functions of 
the system,and through them or. all below, tending, more 
than any single form of medication we can use, to establish 
sound minds in sound bodies — the foundation of all 
wealth. 

Since this romantic intuition about the calming effect of 
natural scenery on the mind is at the core of Olmsted's work, 
we would do well to examine the theory of it and ponder 
whether such a purpose justifies tying up thousands of acres 
of urban real estate today. At first glance, Olmsted's assump­
tions about the effect of natural scenery on the mind de­
pended upon a belief in the goodness of nature as the creation 
of a loving God. Olmsted, himself, was highly selective in 
choosing natural effects to accomplish his social and psycho­
logical purposes. For instance, he found the awesome effects 
of thousand-foot cliffs like El Capitan in Yosemite Valley and 
the torrents of Niagara Falls to be belittling and frightening to 
people — hardly the results he wished to achieve in his parks. 

THE IMPACT OF COLOR ON MIND AND SPIRIT 
Olmsted selected pastoral scenery for its specific effect on 

the human mind. These are new confirmations of the wisdom 
of his artistic choice based on our emotional and physical 
reactions to the colors of natural scenery which are not de­
pendent upon a romantic faith in the goodness of nature. For 
example, Olmsted, in his compositions, opposed the use of 
masses of brightiy-hued flowers because he thought them dis­
tracting and exhausting to the eye. Instead, his passages of 
scenery centered on a broad sweep of green meadow or lakes 
reflecting the blue sky above and the surrounding trees and 
shrubs in varied hues of green with occasional accent points 
of colorful flowers appearing as they would in nature. Modern 
research into the effects of color conclude that for the majority 
of people, blue and green are the tranquilizing colors. A per­
son in the presence of blue and green experiences a lowering 
of blood pressure, pulse rate, brain wave activity, and galvanic 
skin response, the same person seeing bright reds, oranges, 
and yellows, such as one might looking at banks of flowers, 
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has all his bodily responses stimulated. To be sure, there were 
times when Olmsted wanted to stimulate a feeling of liveliness 
and gaiety with bright color He hoped, for instance, that the 
buildings at the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 could be colorful 
and decked out with bright flags. Instead, to his disappoint­
ment, most of the buildings were of dazzling white marble staff 
reflecting the heat and light of the sun onto the crowds. 

Recent discoveries about the brain seem to confirm 
Olmsted's belief that the effect of his art on the mind was like 
that of music. Robert Ornstein and David Galin of the Langley 
Porter Neuropsychiatric Institute of San Francisco have pos­
tulated that the two hemispheres of the brain divided by the 
corpus callosum have different functions to perform and that 
one rests when the other is active. The left half is working 
when we are busy with linear, verbal, analytical, and logical 
tasks at the office and rests when the right is occupied with 
holistic, aesthetic, spatial, and non-verbal activities like horse­
back riding, strolling through pastoral scenery, skating or 
listening to a concert in the park. We might conjecture that the 
nervous exhaustion which Olmsted observed among city 
dwellers of his day was caused by their overuse of the logical 
and verbal side of the brain and the consequent neglect of the 
exercise of the aesthetic and non-verbal side. According to the 
latest research, while the right hemisphere of the brain was 
exercising its poetic and contemplative function, as Olmsted 
intended, the left side, exhausted by business and profes­
sional activities, would be getting a much needed rest during 
the visit to the park. Olmsted sensed that we need a balanced 
regimen of stimulus or exercise for both sides of our natures. 
If anything, our civilization has erred in overemphasizing the 
logiccJ and verbal activities of the left hemisphere which we 
have traditionally associated with intelligence. The romanti­
cism of Olmsted's time and the counterculture reaction of the 
1960's were efforts to redress the balance. 

Olmsted, like his contemporaries, believed that miasmas, 
or noxious exhalations from decaying organic matter, caused 
contagious diseases like malaria, yellow fever, and typhus. He 
thought that well-drained and planted landscape parks could 
help contirol the spread of epidemics by lessening the amount 
of stagnant water and decaying organic wastes in the open 
land of our cities. The leafy trees and plants would purify the 
air, blocking the circulation of miasmas. To improve public 
health Olmsted advocated cleaning up the polluted Back Bay 
area of Boston and replacing the swamp and shallow bay 
with the interconnected Fenway, Arborway, Arboretum, and 
Franklin Park system. The miasma theory of diseases was 
replaced with the germ theory in the 1880's but public health 
was certainly improved by getting rid of polluted water and 
sewage whether or not they produced miasmas. 

Another justification for park making was that park green­
ery purified the air by adding oxygen. Olmsted liked to quote 
Lord Pitt's remark that the "lungs of London" were its parks. 
While park landscape does add a bit to the oxygen level and 
absorbs carbon dioxide, most of our oxygen comes from the 
ocean rather than the countryside. Trees and plants, though, 
do reduce the suspended dust in the air and negatively ionize 
the oxygen molecules we breathe. According to the re­
searches of Albert Krueger at the University of California at 
Berkeley and Felix Sulman at Hebrew University in Jeru­
salem, adding negatively charged oxygen molecules to the 
air improves our ability to assimilate oxygen. Krueger and 
Sulman argue that heavily polluted air in our cities and the air 

to be found in air-conditioned or forced-air heating buildings 
is positively ionized and produces fatigue, irritation, and 
depression because the oxygen supplied is difficult for our 
bodies to assimilate. Our artificial urban environment then 
produces the same kind of sb'ess for many people that dry 
winds like the Foehn in Switzerland, the Sharav in Israel, 
and the Santa Ana in California seem to foster So we have 
another reason for having beautiful landscaped parks in our 
cities with open stretches of turf, water, and trees. Fountains 
are excellent ionizers. Niagara Falls produces some of the best 
ionized air in the world and happily, Olmsted designed a park 
from which to view it. 

NOW — PRESERVATION, RESTORATION, UTILIZATION 
Today in almost all of our large cities we have great parks 

which Olmsted and his firm designed in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. The most complete listing of 
them has recentiy been compiled by the Olmsted Papers proj­
ect and can be purchased from the National Association. 
They built them as works of art to enhance life in our cities 
with facilities for sports, civic, and cultural festivities, and with 
stretches of scenery to tranquilize the mind and refresh the 
soul. They were built to be accessible, connected with park­
ways to all parts of the city and to smaller neighborhood and 
special function parks. Despite arguments to the contrary, 
more and more people think that we still need these great 
parks and their connecting links. Many think that they should 
be restored to enhance our urban life today. If we agree, we 
face the problem of their very expensive rehabilitation at a 
time when materials and labor are growing more and more 
costly. 

Some of the rehabilitation can be done by volunteer labor 
Louisville, Kentucky, consulted the original planting plans at 
the Olmsted firm to restore Cherokee Park and received the 
first Federal funding for such a project. Now, under the Urban 
Park and Recreation Recovery Act of 1978, Tide X, Federal 
grants are available "to economically hardpressed communi­
ties specifically for the rehabilitation of critically needed recre­
ation areas and facilities ... including improvements in park 
landscapes, buildings, and support facilities." 

Thus, if we restore Olmsted's facilities with funds now avail­
able, we can have a rich and varied range of activities in our 
city parks. The great landscaped spaces we have inherited 
from the nineteenth century will then, once again, be useful, 
life-enhancing assets to our civilization. 

The nineteenth-century parks are not all that we need 
today, but they will have taken their rightful place in a com­
prehensive scheme of parks, scenic preserves, green belts, 
and all the parks we have added since including vest pocket 
parks, theme parks, and more specialized recreational facili­
ties. We need not jam Olmsted's parks with motorcycle race 
courses, candy cane villages, or statuary, but instead create 
new and more appropriate spaces for these more artificial 
delights. Also, we must learn from Olmsted's park reports and 
our own observations how to use the facilities he left us. 
Property and sensitively restored and intelligently used, 
the Olmsted parks will again be delightful places to jog, ride 
horseback, sh-oU, or congregate. Then they will serve the 
gregarious, athletic, and poetic sides of our nature, brighten­
ing our lives and those of generations to come as Olmsted 
hoped they would when he designed them a century ago. 
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HISTORIC REFERENCE AND INFORMATION 
SERVICES OFFERED 

Teachers and students, architects and 
engineers, administrators and planners, 
horticulturists and designers, history buffs 
and passionate amateurs interested in the 
work of Frederick Law Olmsted, his sons 
and associates, are invited to send their 
inquiries to the National Association for 
Olmsted Parks, which is attempting, for the 
first time anywhere, to serve as a clearing­
house and information center on the work 
and thought of these pioneers in the field of 
landscape architecture, open space plan­
ning and park design. 

As interest in Olmsted's work expands, 
and the public's appreciation of its signifi­
cance grows, so docs the need to know just 
what he did, where, when and why, and 
what he thought about it. 

In some instances, examples of what he 
did not do, or why, can be of equal impor­
tance. While established reference services 
in libraries and universities, and existing 
publications can meet some of the demand, 
access to much of the original source 
material is still largely limited to a few re­
searchers and scholars working in the field. 

The Centi-al Park drawings at Columbia 
are only partially catalogued, though 
limited retrieval of them is now possible by 
special arrangement. Those at Fairsted, 
Olmsted's office-home in Brookline, are still 
privately owned, though initial agreements 
for using them are being made with the 
Nationcil Park Service. The Library of Con­
gress papers are only 1/lOth published, but 
the second and third volumes will be com­
ing out soon. And, other information exists 
in the minds of scholars and in private col­
lections from Boston to San Francisco. 

Some day, perhaps before the end of this 
century, much of this information and most 
of these materials may become centrally 
available, in copy, if not in its original form. 
To bring this about is one of the major goals 
of the National Association for Olmsted 
Parks. In the meantime the Association 
hopes to provide more convenient access to 
the content of them, working closely with 
the many scholars and researchers cur-
rentiy using the documents themselves. 

Questions which can be answered by the 
National Association direcfly, or by provid­
ing a list, bibliography, extract or reprint, 
will be; others will be referred to the most 
appropriate scholar in the field, who, in 
cooperation with the Association, has 

agreed to respond as promptly and fully as 
possible. Sometimes a query will be circu­
lated to more than one respondent, to in­
sure as full an answer as possible. When 
that won't do, questions will be brought 
before the Association's Board of Trustees 
or the National Advisory Council, or be­
come the basis for a paper or workshop at 
the National Conference. 

Those sending questions will also receive 
the next several issues of the Association's 
newsletter, and from time to time questions 
of particular interest will be printed in it, 
or formed into an article for it. A growing 
family of persons already interested in the 
work of Olmsted and his associates is the 
best assurance of a strong and growing 
National Association for Olmsted Parks. 

continued from puye 3 

Olmsted Association staff derives great sat­
isfaction seeing how the removal of dirt and 
the infusion of moisture into the drawings 
sharpens the pencil line and brightens the 
colors, bringing them to life once more. The 
work is being directed by Susan Dooha of 
the Olmsted Association. 

This preservation project is made pos­
sible, in part, with public funds from the 
New York State Council on the Arts. 

The project has also been substantially 
assisted with funds from the Centiral Park 
Administrator's Office, the Central Park 
Community Fund, the Central Savings 
Bank, and other conh-ibutors. 

Beyond preservation of an exfraordinary 
heritage of design and documentation for 
America's premier urban park, this work is 
important in the current major restoration 
thrust With the immediate availability of 
original drawings, the usually protracted 
design process is shortened so that, with 
design in hand, funding for capital improve­
ments is materially expedited, the bidding 
and construction process following quickly. 

When the Olmsted Association com­
pletes its conservation and cataloging work, 
an important range of Cenh-al Park restora­
tion — structures, bridges, circulation, 
water — will have a factual original basis in 
restoring and maintaining the Park for its 
20 million annual visitors. 

lVi//iam Alex 
President 

Frederick Law 
Olmsted Association 

Denesmouth, one of the forty-six beautiful and varied bridges and arches in Central Park, will be 
shown in a magnificent and colorful architect's presentation drawing, c. 1856 ot the Cooper Hewitt 
exhibition of original Central Park drawings housed at the Avery Library at Columbia and being con­
served by the Frederick Law Olmsted Association. The exhibition, organized by the Association, will 
highlight the need to conserve and catalogue this unique collection of historic documents. 
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continued from page 1 

one specialist said, preventing the building 
from looking as though it were about to 
slide down the west front of now famous 
Capitol Hill. 

Buffalonians were quick to seize on the 
initiative. Wherever Joan K. Bozer, a 
member of the Erie County Legislature 
went, she enlisted "Friends of the Olmsted 
Parks Committee" from among those who 
shared with her the idea that maintenance, 
protection and preservation of our major, 
historic parks is an idea whose time had 
come. She had helped to organize the first 
meeting of Olmsted enthusiasts from 
around New York State in 1977, and others 
leading to the Bufffalo conference in 1980. 

The need was obvious. In Buffalo, as just 
one example, the number of skilled 
employees in the city system had dropped 
from 63 to 16 in twenty years. Where pre­
viously it had 20 growers, it now has four; 
25 freemen, now only seven. From other 
cities across the countiv had come similar 
horror stories. While generally money for 
major capital improvements continued to 
be available, the capacity to maintain either 
older parks or newly renovated areas de­
clined drastically. It was out of this threat of 
permanent loss that the new National Asso­
ciation for Olmsted Parks was born, some 
three years and many meetings later, at a 
second Buffalo Conference in May, 

There the question was asked, "Are we a 
package? Can we, a network of urban parks 
designed by Olmsted, obtain national rec­
ognition and Federal funds for the main­
tenance, preservation and protection of our 
parks, while maintaining local conb-ol over 
parks themselves?" The answer was, "yes!" 

In truth, the resounding affirmative re­
sponse may have applied more to "Are we a 
package?" than to "can we obtain Federal 
funds, " for certainly the latter could not be 
sought and secured without a stirong nation­
al organization and on-going effort dedi­
cated to the dissemination of Olmstedian 
ideas and the preservation of Olmsted's 
parks and open spaces. 

Thus it was, as some would write, that 
another meeting was held in July, 1980, in 
Brookline, Mass., to formalize the resolu­
tions of the Buffalo conference, elect a slate 
of organizing officers, lay out a schedule of 
future meetings, plan for the 2nd National 
Conference and agree on the outlines of a 
national program and budget which would 
bring the eariier dreams closer to a reality. 

The goals of the Association? To develop 

a national commitment to preserve, protect 
and maintain our nation's Olmsted parks. 
To compile and disseminate educational 
materials about our historic and socially 
important Olmsted parks. To identify and 
enlist the support of Olmsted park histo­
rians, park professionals and friends in all 
communities with parks designed by 
Olmsted or with an Olmstedian legacy. To 
locate, evaluate and insure the preservation 
of and access to Olmstedian archival mate­
rials. To work for public recognition of the 
network of urban Olmsted parks and the 
National Association itself. 

Shortiy thereafter, Alexander W. Allport, 
known to all his friends as Sandy, who had 
formerly served cis the Assistant Commis­
sioner for Horticulture and Forestry in the 
NYC Department of Parks and was com­
pleting over four years as staff director of the 
Central Park Community Fund, was re­
tained as Executive Director for the National 
Association. The challenge is formidable, 
but public interest great and early pledges of 
help and cooperation numerous. Sandy 
had participated from the beginning in the 
Buffalo meetings, and worked closely with 
all the other park-related groups in New 
York through the Consultative Group of 
Organizations Interested in Central Park, a 
model forum for the cooperation of diverse 
organizations in solving park and commu­
nity problems. 

The first pledge toward a proposed two-
year, $1.5 million program budget came 
literally the day work began, from the 
Arthur Ross Foundation, long an imagina­
tive contributor to Centi'al Park and other 
cultural institutions. The search for other 
support began in earnest as soon as the 
applications for incorporation and tax ex­
empt status were filed. The budget for the 
National Association for Olmsted parks 
includes, without assignment of specific 
priorities, the following: 

Nationa/Con/erence, 1951...$ 10,000 

Fine Volumes Olmsted Papers.500,000 

National Newsletter, 3 times 3,750 

Publications & Reprints 10,000 

Information, Reference Service .25,000 

Olmsted Bibliography 3,000 

Travelling Exhibition 50,000 

The Fairsted Drawings 500,000* 

Historic Inventories 20,000 

Constituency Bui/ding 30,000 

Film, Olmsted's America 150,000 

Administration, 18 months 150,000 

Total $1,451,750 

*One of the largest, and most critical, items, 
are the drawings by Olmsted and his firm at 
Brookline. Legislation has passed for their 
purchase with Federal funds. However, get­
ting the money appropriated, and soon, will 
require a major effort. 

The incorporating officers and Trustees 
of the Association, elected to serve until the 
annual meeting scheduled for April, 1981, 
are Joan K. Bozer, Dr McLaughlin, editor of 
the Frederick Law Olmsted Papers, Nation­
al Co-Chairmen; Kathleen P. Galop, a 
Newark lawyer active in securing Nationcil 
Registry status for Branch Brook Park, 
Secretary; William Alex, Treasurer; and 
Sandy Allport, Executive Director In addi­
tion to these five, Betsy Shure Gross, 
Cornelia Hanna McMurtrie, Elizabeth 
Bariow, Charies Beveridge, and Victoria 
Ranney have agreed to serve as Regional 
Co-Chairs in their respective areas, and 
Betsy Gross, a member of the Brookline 
Conservation Commission, is conference 
coordinator for the 1981 meetings in 
Boston. Walter Steesy, editor of the 
"Olmsted News" and secretary for the 
Olmsted Family Association, will act as 
Genealogist to the Association. Additional 
Trustees and Regional Chairmen will be 
proposed at the 1981 National Conference. 

A National Advisory Council has also 
been formed. Through it scholars, writers, 
park administrators and others can become 
involved in the work of the Association 
without the obligation of attending too 
many meetings or being concemed about 
day-to-day operations, budget and man­
agerial problems. The Advisory Council will 
meet annually in conjunction with the con­
ference and work with the Information and 
Reference Service. 

A major function of the National Associ­
ation will be to help bring into a continuing 
relationship the many community groups 
which already exist in cities where Olmsted 
designed parks, and to help in the formation 
of other park-concerned organizations 
where they are needed. 

Visits to many of these important areas 
will be taking place this winter, bringing the 
Executive Director and several members of 
the Board of Trustees into closer touch with 
community leaders and familiarizing them 
with the current situation and problems. 
One goal of the Association is to facilitate a 
continual interchange of information be­
tween concerned parties in all areas, en­
abling each community to benefit from the 
experiences of others and eillowing them to 
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draw up a list of maintenance and repair 
projects andsubmits it to the Park Depart­
ment for their action. 

The Franklin Park Coalition has good 
relations with other community groups and 
agencies around Franklin Park. Most of the 
community groups and agencies are either 
represented as members or are on the mail­
ing list. The Coalition insists on keeping all 
community groups and agencies well in­
formed on the work and eageriy encourage 
their participation. The Coalition closely 
follows a very important issue for a lot of 
neighborhoods — the restoration of 
Franklin Park. Most community groups and 

agencies are tied down with other human 
service issues like jobs, housing, tenant 
action, education, etc. and cannot devote 
much energy to Franklin Park. The Coali­
tion does devote itself to Franklin Park 
exclusively and involves these other groups 
as much as they want to be involved. The 
Coalition certainly keeps other groups and 
agencies informed as much as finances 
permit. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In addition to report­
ing on noteworthy events in the various 
Olmsted parks, the National Association's 
Newsletter seeks to look at the various 

forms of community organization which 
have grown around citizen interest in our 
parks. The Franklin Park Coalition is one 
such form of organization. Others wilt be 
described in future issues, and a compre­
hensive survey of a variety of community 
organizations created to help protect impor­
tant parks will be published by the National 
Association in 1982, in the belief that each 
community can benefit in some way from 
the experience of others. For additional in­
formation about the Franklin Park Coali­
tion, write Richard Heath, 319 Forest Hills 
St., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. 

NATIONAL NEWS OF OLMSTED PARKS 

Editor's Note: In each issue of the National 
Association's Newsletter we will share interesting 
items of local concern which may also have im­
portance elsewhere. Because of its brevity, each 
mention will obscure a considerable amount of 
additional information which can generally be 
secured from the local news sources, or through 
the National Association. We also would wel­
come your contributions to this Newsletter fea­
ture, and hope to find space to print them. 

Every reasonable effort has been made to 
check the complete accuracy of the information 
we have received. However, the possibility of 
error does exist, and different interpretations of 
the same facts are always possible. We assume 
full responsibility for such errors should they 
arise, and will try in subsequent issues to make 
them right whenever we can. 

NEW YORK, NY 
The Dairy in Central Park, designed by 
Calvert Vaux and built in 1870, is restored 
privately at a cost of $200,000 and now 
serves, under Parks Department manage­
ment, as a beautiful and useful information 
center, where slides and films are shown, 
literature sold and a colorful free map distri­
buted, tours organized and led by Urban 
Park Rangers, and numerous music pro­
grams and lectures scheduled by the 
Central Park Administrator's Office. The 
National Association, whose Executive 
Director was primarily responsible for the 
project.will be glad to furnish complete in­
formation on the how and why of this 
unique restoration of an historic building in 
a major Olmsted Park. A Central Park Con­
servancy has now been organized by Parks 
Commissioner Gordon J. Davis and CP 
Adminish-ator Elizabeth Barlow to gener­
ate additional private funds for other major 
restorations. 

BERKELEY CA 
Friends of the Frederick Law Olmsted 
Papers are being incorporated to help 
finance Volume V The California Frontier, 
1863-1865, and perhaps other volumes of 
the Olmsted Papers. Another evidence of 
growing interest and support. Write Mrs. 
D.H. McLaughlin, 1450 Hawthorne Ter­
race, Berkeley, CA 94708. 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
The August, 1980, issue of National Geo­
graphic states "Time seems to have stood 
still in this part of the city. At nearby Lake 
Park, planned by Frederick Law Olmsted, 
designer of New York's Central Park, the 
lawn-bowling club still dresses in its tradi­
tional whites for the Fourth of July 
matches." So too in Central Park, and why 
not. we ask? 

NEWARK, NJ 
Branch Brook Park, Olmsted Bros., 1898. 
accepted to the State Register of Historic 
Places, thanks largely to the efforts of the 
Newark Cherry Blossom Festival and civic 
pride. Copies of the nominating document 
available through Ms. Kathleen Galop, 375 
Mt. Prospect Ave., Newark, NJ 07104. 

WASHINGTON. DC 
Partners for Livable Places, a nonprofit 
organization, launches an Economics of 
Amenity program to improve the environ­
ment and encourage better design in twenty 
cities, including ten where some 110 works 
by Olmsted and his firm exist. They are: 
Atlanta, Baltimore. Birmingham, AL, Buf­
falo, Charieston. SC, Lowell, MA, Milwau­
kee, Portland, ME, Providence and Seattle. 

For years the works of Olmsted and his 
associates have been a prime amenity in 
any community, and hopefully they will 
benefit from the Partners' interesting pilot 
effort. 

SEATTLE, WA. AND THE MIDWEST 
Walter R, Hundley, Superintendent of Your 
Seattie Parks and Recreation, and Donald 
Harris, Director of Development, accept as 
Regional Co-Chairmen for the Pacific 
Northwest. Ms. Marilyn Tuchow and 
Victoria P Ranney will share responsibilities 
for Chicago and the Midwest. If interested in 
contacting them the National Association 
will be happy to provide complete addresses. 

BROOKLYN, NY 
Ms. Tupper Thomas appointed Adminis­
trator of Prospect Park, one of Olmsted's 
finest, the second NY City park to create 
such a managerial position to improve 
maintenance and schedule use of an histor­
ic park. Important City-wide conference on 
Regional Parks held there in October, 1980, 
report of which is available from The 
Borough President, Borough Hall, 209 
Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

STATEN ISLAND, NY 
NY Landmark Preservation Commission 
considering the Vanderbilt Tomb and 
grounds for landmark designation. Much of 
the original Olmsted design remains, and 
much care was put into the site, a favorite of 
FLO's while living on the Island. For further 
information inquire of Landmarks Pres­
ervation Commission, 305 Broadway, 
NYC 10007. 
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Membership in The National Association Open To All 
interested individuals And Institutions, Professional 
Societies And Park Administrations 

Membership in the newly formed Na-
tioneil Association for Olmsted Parks may be 
unique. Almost the only one who can't join 
is an Olmsted park itself. 

Two classes of membership have been es­
tablished: INDIVIDUAL at $25, runs for 
three years; and INSTITUTIONAL at $100, 
runs for five years. As all charter member­
ships will start officially on April 26, 1981, 
those joining now will receive several extra 
months of participation benefits at no added 
cost. 

A $3,00 annual subscription price has 
been established for the Newsletter only, 
which will bring lots of information without 
the benefits of Membership, Among the 
benefits of membership are two semi­
annual issues of the Newsletter, 32-40 
pages of valuable information about what is 
happening in the field, much of it of per­
manent importance. Up to 10 additional 
issues will be sent in a member's name to 
others whom he or she believes will be in­
terested in knowing about Olmsted and the 
National Association, 

Members will be entitled to reasonable, 
unlimited use of the Information and Refer­
ence Service, without charge, and receive 
the full reports of all conferences sponsored 
by the Association, documents for which 
otherwise we must set a fee. In addition they 

will receive discounted prices on the inci­
dental publications of the Association, 
including speeches, biographies and bib­
liographies, annotated lists, and books 
which will be published or sponsored by the 
Association. Also available will be various 
reports, studies and documents prepared 
in other communities for use in preserving 
their parks. There will be more benefits as 
time goes on, and the Newsletter will report 
on them as they are announced. 

But, Membership is more than getting, it 
is really an opportunity to give to a national 
movement of growing importance to schol­
ars and practitioners alike. It is an oppor­
tunity for any interested individual, and all 
involved institutions and organizations to 
become a part of a network of dedicated 
people, able by working together to prevent 
further desecration of some of our historic 
parks, and by sharing to make whole the 
great but still dissected body of knowledge 
about the work and thought of Frederick 
Law Olmsted, his sons and associates, and 
their influence for good on our lives and 
those of future generations. 

Institutional Membership includes four 
subscriptions to the Newsletter and numer­
ous other opportunities to contribute to the 
growing importance of Olmsted in America. 

Incidental Publication 
No. 1 Available 

O 
The most comprehensive listing of the 

public works designed by Frederick Law 
Olmsted, Senior and Junior, John Olmsted 
and the Olmsted firm between 1857 and c. 
1950 is now available. Compiled by the 
Frederick Law Olmsted Papers for distribu­
tion by the National Association, the work­
ing list includes designs done for 33 states, 
the District of Columbia and Montreal, 
Canada. It covers parks, parkways and 
public recreation grounds in 163 cities, 
towns and counties from Hawaii to 
Augusta, Maine and cites some 653 job 
numbers under which most of these plans 
are entered at the Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site in Brookline, Mass. 
The list is an invaluable resources tool to 
anyone working in the field, and succeeding 
editions will add such further information as 
may come to light through the research of 
the Olmsted Papers project and the work of 
the National Association. 

Individual copies are $5 postpaid. Ten or 
more are $3.00 each. A 20% discount may 
be taken by individual and institutional 
members of the National Association. 

c 

c 

J : u c 
3 

o 
Many will recognize it immediately, still a prosperous subdivision neara major city, planned by Olmsted 
and Vaux in 1869. Can you? 

MIYSTERY 
PLAN 

O 
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f. Stata 

294 Washington S t r e e t 
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Olmsted Park System: Back Bay Fens Development 
Project, Boston, Suffolk County 

"Restore and reinforce the o r i g i n a l planting scheme 
so that Olmsted's o r i g i n a l concept of the park 
space can once again be recognized." 

Source of nonfederal match i s the City of Boston. 
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8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-SlJta 
C-lntorststa 
C-Subslat» 

District 
D-County 
E-CI!y 
F-School District 
G-S;eci^l Purpost 

DisUict 

H-Communily Action Aganiry 
I- tiigher Educational Institution 
J- Indian Tribe 
K-Cili5r (Specify): 

Enter approp-iiate letter p^ 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Bas<c Grant D-ln:uranca 
B-Suppltmantal Grant E-Othcr j^„ter appro-
C-Loan priate letter(e) ID 

10. AREA OF PROJeCT IMPACT (Name3 of c i t ie t . coimfwa, 
Statei, etc..) 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

1 1 . ESTIIflATEO NUI.»-
BER OF PERSOt-iS 
BENEFITING 

5,689,170 

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-New C-Revislon E-Aug.iientation 
Ei-Renanil D-Continuaticn 

Enter approprinie htttr 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

a. FE.OERAI 

b. AFPliCANT 

e. STATE 

d. ICCAL 

a. OTHER 

TCTAl 

7 5 , 0 0 0 .03 i »• APPLICANT 

9 .00 

7 5 , 0 0 0 .05 

.00 

.00 

150,000 .00 

l b . PROJECT START 
DATE yfor month day 

19 see 34 

b. PROJECT 

9 

13. ESTIMATED CATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDtRAL AGENCY ^ 

17. PROJECT 
DURATION 

36 .-.ionth^ 

year month day 

1977 04 20 

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (J='or Jjrc or I t e ) 
A-li'Crsssa Dollars F-Olhar ( S p e c i f y ) : 
G-Oc;rea50 Dollars 
C-!ncr»iaso Djrati.m 
D-Pecrsase Duration 
E-Cancallatiofl 

Enter appro- C 
priate leitf.r(t) l _ 

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION KWMSER 

25-76-00334-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code) 

National Park Service, Washington D.C. 20240 
22. 

2 1 . REMARKS ADDED 

• Yes g No 

THE 
APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T h -

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

8. To I'r.t t4 i t ef r..i knowicdEt an.1 belief, 
data in this preapplication/appiicaticn ara 
trua and correct, tha document has bean 
duly authorised by the eovo,-ning body of 
ti^a appliccnt and tha applicant will comply 
with t:;8 attached usurancca If tha assist-
anca is approved. 

b. If required by OMB Circular A- this e,-.p!ir,stion was submitted, pursuant t« in- No re-
iitucliom tharain, to approprxiii citsrinjhousss and all rasponsas tin alttchai: tporne 

zVetjJONjtf 
attfichcd 

(1) 

(3 
(3) 

Office of State Planning • 
• 
• 

a. TYPED t<A.yE AND T I I U 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec. 
Dir. and S.H.P.O. 

b. SIGNATURE 

2 4 . AGENCY NAME 
•n 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

KatiDTial Park Servi re 

Z l . ADMINIS r .VE OFFICE 

H r a n t ' ; Af lmi n i s t r a t i nn D i v . 
29 . ADDRESS 

1 8 t h 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q C « . AWARDED 

• b. REJECTED 

• c. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDltENT 

• d . DEFERRED 

• t . WITHDRAWN 

38 . 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-gS ACTION 

r. . S t r e e t s NV\'. , W a < ; h i n o t n n 
32. FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPllCAfrr 

c. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

a. OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

» 75,000 .00 

75.000 .00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

>3 50,000 .00 

D.r . 70240-

33 . ACTION r 

y«ar mo^xlh day 

1977 06 27 
35. CONTACi 

TION (S 
ADDITIONAL INFORf.IA-

and telephone numbar) 

Stephen Neuman 
(202) 523-5472 

«. In tskinc ebova action, &ny cotnnants receiwd from cl08rin(>Nouf*< v.dre con. 
sidctdd. It agsncy ros^nss Is duo undsr provisions of Ptrt 1, OUB Cii-->«r A-!^5, 
it ha« been or is bains made. 

• 
• 

c. DATE SIGKED 

Year month dau 

1977 04 20 

25. APPLICA- Venr irMnU: day 
TION 
RECEIVED 1977 4 27 
23. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

30. FEDERAL GRAfM 
IDENTIFICATION 

2.5-76-OO.v"v1-00 
34. 
STARTING -T-T 
DATE 19 / / 

year mc;4£.'» day 

06 27 
36. 
ENDING 
DATE 

yMr month day 

19 80 06 26 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Name and telephone no.) 

same as 35 

424-101 ^^3 
STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 

Prt*erib»d bf CSA, Fedml Managemmt CiravSar ri-T 


