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This plain, two-story, frame, gable-roofed building is believed to have been built 
just before the turn of the century and was used for storing and packing fish. 
When the Booth Fisheries acquired the property before World War I, they converted 
it to a cooperage. A huge fireplace was built to provide heat for removing ex­ 
cess moisture from the wood to permit staves to keep their distinctive shape. 
A wide single-story shed was added along the entire north side of the building 
for storing the finished kegs. In more recent years, though the date is unknown, 
a two-story ell was added to the southwest corner as a storeroom for supplies. 
This currently serves as an office for the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 
staff of the National Park Service* ^se of the building as a cooperage, except 
for minor repairs on used kegs, ceased about 1961. It still contains the 
gigantic fireplace and barrel-making equipment, supplies and tools, and could be 
put back into production if done so before the area's pioneer tradesmen pass away.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

By the 1870*s, harvesting and shipping fish had become one of Bayfield's leading 
industries. In summarizing the community's economic highlights for 1885, the 
County Press included a barrel factory among the businesses that would profit by 
locating there.* The cooperage, which had been used originally for cold storage 
and packing by two of Bayfield's major fishing companies, Dormer-Boutin and Booth, 
was taken over by Booth Fisheries somewhere around 1905 and before World War 1, 
Morgan B. Johnson, an early company manager, organized the cooperage operation. It 
was soon producing handmade kegs of fine quality*

During the peak years of production, five coopers and a number of laborers turned 
*- out an average of 10,000 to 15,000 kegs annually. These handmade barrels were 

distributed to Booth's various shipping points along Lakes Superior and Michigan 
and proved to be far better than the machine made variety because they we« sturdier, 
leakproof, and reusable again and again. Good, strong containers were an essential 
factor in packing and shipping salted herring, trout, and whitefish.^

considerably
Wisconsin's Great Lakes fishing tonnage varied/from year to year, but there were 
generally good years late in World War I and again starting in the middle 1920's 
and generally continuing into the latter 1930's. But the once plentiful supply of 
herring and whitefish declined during the 1950*s,4 and at about the same time the 
sea lamprey began to decimate the lake trout population. Other factors, such as 
changes in marketing techniques and newer, faster methods of packing also helped 
bring an end to the operation of the old cooperage at Bayfield.

1Bayfield County Press, January 9, 1886
2 Waistad to Heninger, 1
3 Ibid., 2
4 Blueprint for Bayfield, 11
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