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ARD I TETLURAL S AN HCANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architecturally significant structures).
Set at theintersection of several streets near thecentral business district of Southbridge,
the Central Mills conplex i sa highly visible remant of thetown's industrial past. The
conpl ex consists of a | owRomanesque | ndustrial style brick block (1908) which stands ont he
north side of North Street facing on Foster Street and which includes a two story facade towei

with Roman arches and arched brick corbelling. I nfront of i ti sa small one story officei n
the same style. Attached toitsrear i sarebuilt sectionwhich dates from 1837. nht he
south side of North Street, facing Foster Street i sa (ca. 1915 ) brick storehouse.

This handsone industrial conplex i snore tjrpical i nfeeling of 19th-century factories than of
EQN- 0?2/ TArtM-~CEn2s » When t he design of the 1908 brick front sectioni sconpared to the
relatively sleek design and nmodern materials used i nthereinforced concrete Anerican Optical
Gonpany Lensdale plant of 1909-1910, i t seens of another era. However, buildings built by
American Optical around theturn of thecentury, such as thenorth and south sections of the
Mai n Works on Mechanic Street, display thesane taste for picturesque elements which disguise
the wutilitarian purpose of thebuilding. Both of these conplexes were built during a tran-
sition period when new technol ogi cal devel opnents and insurance regul ati onswere bringing abou

H STORI CAL SIGNIFI CANCE of area. (Explaindevel opment of area, what caused it"i*gftJSn"

and howit affected community; be specific). Sheet )
The Central Mills factory was completely rebuilt at a time when nany New England textile mills
were not even reinvesting i n machinery and were |osing business tothe nore competitive South.
The size of theexpansion was significant. About forty feet of thesouthern portion of the
1837 mill was denolished along with sixty feet of theeast ell. An ell on the west side was
removed along with the 1837 office and some tenements. The newmill had a frontage of 285 ft.
on Foster and Central Streets and 300 ft. on North Street. Equipped with electricity, thenew
plant had 400 | ooms and produced 6,500,000 yards of cotton sheeting annually.

The presence of this m Il so near thecentral business district i sdue toitslocation onthe
water privilege where Moses Marcy had built thetown's first sawmill i n1732. Mrcy' sl og
damwas taken out tobuild a nore substantial one when Central Mills erected itshbuildings

on this site i n1837. Centre Village grewup first around Marcy's saw and grist mlls and
later around other early 19th--century mills which were located i nthis area. After the
establishment of theCentral Mills at this location, thetown continued togrow, ultimately
surrounding themill,

The Central Manufacturing Conpany was incorporated i n 1837 as a result of thereorganization o
the Dresser Manufacturing Conpany following thedeaths of both Harvey Dresser (1835) and hi s
son, Henry (1836). The Dresser Manufacturing Conpany was a descendant of an early Southbridge
cotton mi Il established near here about 1814 by W Iliam Summer. The organizers of t henew
Central Manufacturing Conpany were Ebenezer D Ammdown and Linus Childs, both of whomwere
associated with theDresser Manufacturing Conpany. The purchase of waterpower and about twelve
acres from Royal Smith i n 1836 was conveyed from Ammdown tot heDresser Manufacturing Conpany
and then totheCentral Manufacturing Conpany. During theremainder of the 19th-century, t he
conpany was reorgani zed several times with many of t he sane persons being involved each time.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

changes in factory construction but aesthetic expectations still demanded some architectural
pretense. During this period, the expectation of architectural pretense was typically
greater in the case of factories, such as both Central Mills and American Optical, which

were locally owned and operated.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)
Central Mills became one of the town's important industries remaining so well into the

20th-century.

Through the years, some of the major investors and leaders in the operation of the company
were Ebenezer D. Ammidown, Linus Childs, Manning Leonard and Chester A. Dresser, all local
businessmen and important members of the coramunity. Most were also major investors in other
Southbridge enterprises such as the gas, electric and water supply companies. Ammidown

was also a major shareholder in the Columbian Cotton Mill in Southbridge.

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT

The Central Mills District is signifl&ent as an example of the
industry that dominated the Southbridge economy through the

and early- 20th century. The mill privilege was first developed
in 1732, and by the early— 192" century its expansion contributed
to the growth of the Centre Village. Rebuilt finally in 1903"the
large brick factory is an excellent instance of the large—scale brick
buiidingsthat characterized this period. It meets National Register
criteria -AS™j C at the local level and retains integrity of setting,
location, materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association.
The boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of

current ownership.
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