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Photo number 

Town Southbridge 

Name of area (if any) Central Mills B}$̂ [c-b 

Present Use: i n d u s t r i a l and contmercial 
General Condition: GOOG 

General date or period 1837-ca. 1915 
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Sketch nap. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties wirhin it. 
Nunujer each property for which individual inventor)' forms have been conpleted. 
Label streets (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet if space here is not sufficient) 
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AROIITECrURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Set at the intersection of several streets near the central business d i s t r i c t of Southbridge, 
the Central M i l l s complex i s a highly v i s i b l e remnant of the town's i n d u s t r i a l past. The 
complex consists of a low Romanesque I n d u s t r i a l s t y l e brick block (1908) which stands on the 
north side of North Street facing on Foster Street and which includes a two story facade towei 
with Roman arches and arched brick corbelling. I n front of i t i s a small one story o f f i c e i n 
the same s t y l e . Attached to i t s rear i s a r e b u i l t section which dates from 1837. On the 
south side of North Street, facing Foster Street is a (ca. 1915 ) brick storehouse. 

This handsome i n d u s t r i a l complex i s more tjrpical i n feeling of 19th-century factories than of 
£0̂ -0?/T̂ rt̂ -̂ CEn2s • When the design of the 1908 brick front section i s compared to the 
r e l a t i v e l y sleek design and modern materials used i n the reinforced concrete American Optical 
Company Lensdale plant of 1909-1910, i t seems of another era. However, buildings b u i l t by 
American Optical around the turn of the century, such as the north and south sections of the 
Main Works on Mechanic Street, display the same taste for picturesque elements which disguise 
the u t i l i t a r i a n purpose of the building. Both of these complexes were b u i l t during a tran­
s i t i o n period when new technological developments and insurance regulations were bringing abou 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE o£ area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t ^ i ^ g f t J S n " 
and how i t affected community; be specific). Sheet) 

The Central M i l l s factory was completely r e b u i l t at a time when many New England t e x t i l e m i l l s 
were not even reinvesting i n machinery and were losing business to the more competitive South. 
The size of the expansion was s i g n i f i c a n t . About f o r t y feet of the southern portion of the 
1837 m i l l was demolished along with s i x t y feet of the east e l l . An e l l on the west side was 
removed along with the 1837 o f f i c e and some tenements. The new m i l l had a frontage of 285 f t . 
on Foster and Central Streets and 300 f t . on North Street. Equipped with e l e c t r i c i t y , the new 
plant had 400 looms and produced 6,500,000 yards of cotton sheeting annually. 

The presence of th i s m i l l so near the central business d i s t r i c t i s due to i t s location on the 
water p r i v i l e g e where Moses Marcy had b u i l t the town's f i r s t saw m i l l i n 1732. Marcy's log 
dam was taken out to b u i l d a more substantial one when Central M i l l s erected i t s buildings 
on t h i s s i t e i n 1837. Centre Village grew up f i r s t around Marcy's saw and g r i s t m i l l s and 
l a t e r around other early 19th--century m i l l s which were located i n t h i s area. After the 
establishment of the Central M i l l s at this location, the town continued to grow, ultimately 
surrounding the m i l l . 

The Central Manufacturing Company was incorporated i n 1837 as a result of the reorganization of 
the Dresser Manufacturing Company following the deaths of both Harvey Dresser (1835) and his 
son, Henry (1836). The Dresser Manufacturing Company was a descendant of an early Southbridge 
cotton m i l l established near here about 1814 by William Sumner. The organizers of the new 
Central Manufacturing Company were Ebenezer D. Ammidown and Linus Childs, both of whom were 
associated with the Dresser Manufacturing Company. The purchase of waterpower and about twelve 
acres from Royal Smith i n 1836 was conveyed from Ammidown to the Dresser Manufacturing Company 
and then to the Central Manufacturing Company. During the remainder of the 19th-century, the 
company was reorganized several times with many of the same persons being involved each time. 

(See Continuation Sheet) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: IV;RA 

Southbridge 

Form No: 

B-203 

Property Name: Central Mills J>ifvr\0r 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAidi is being continued below 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t ' d ) 
changes i n f a c t o r y c o n s t r u c t i o n but a e s the t i c expecta t ions s t i l l demanded some a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
p re tense . Dur ing t h i s p e r i o d , the expec t a t i on of a r c h i t e c t u r a l pretense was t y p i c a l l y 
g rea te r i n the case of f a c t o r i e s , such as bo th Cen t r a l M i l l s and American O p t i c a l , which 
were l o c a l l y owned and opera ted . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t ' d ) 
Cen t r a l M i l l s became one o f the town's impor tan t i n d u s t r i e s remain ing so w e l l i n t o the 
2 0 t h - c e n t u r y . 

Through the years , some o f the major i n v e s t o r s and leaders i n the o p e r a t i o n o f the company 
were Ebenezer D. Ammidown, Linus C h i l d s , Manning Leonard and Chester A. Dresser, a l l l o c a l 
businessmen and impor tan t members o f the coramunity. Most were a l so major i nves to r s i n o ther 
Southbridge en t e rp r i s e s such as the gas, e l e c t r i c and water supply companies. Ammidown 
was a l so a major shareholder i n the Columbian Cotton M i l l i n Southbr idge . 

NATIONAL REGISTER C R I T E R I A STATEMENT 
The C e n t r a l M i l l s D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f l & e n t as an e x a m p l e o f t h e 
i n d u s t r y t h a t d o m i n a t e d t h e S o u t h b r i d g e economy t h r o u g h t h e 
a n d e a r l y - 2 0 t h c e n t u r y . The m i l l p r i v i l e g e was f i r s t d e v e l o p e d 
i n 1 7 3 2 , a n d b y t h e e a r l y — l 9 ^ ^ c e n t u r y i t s e x p a n s i o n c o n t r i b u t e d 
t o t h e g r o w t h o f t h e C e n t r e V i l l a g e . R e b u i l t f i n a l l y i n 1 9 0 3 ^ t h e 
l a r g e b r i c k f a c t o r y i s a n e x c e l l e n t i n s t a n c e o f t h e l a r g e — s c a l e b r i c k 
b u i i d i n g s t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h i s p e r i o d . I t mee t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
c r i t e r i a -A S^^j C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , 
l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . 
The b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d o n t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p . 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
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