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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Engelhard House is located in the east central section of the city of
Louisville, in a residential area known as the Highland Neighborhood. .

The structure is a three-story red brick residence designed in the Italianate
style. A central projecting bay on the facade contains the recessed entrance
through a large arch with a keystone and flanking blind arches. The door has
sidelights and a transom. Originally, a frame porch was located to the left

of the entrance, enclosing two facade windows, The bay window to the right of
"the entrance, which visually balanced the porch, contains three narrow windows
with simple hoods and a dentil-lined cornice, The second floor is symmetrical,
with a large arched window and flanking blind arches in the projecting central
bay, complimenting the first floor entrance bay, and two windows on either side
of this central bay. The second floor windows and two first floor windows
(those left of the entrance) have identical stone hoods with central floral
motifs and supporting consoles. The third floor windows have simple openings
which slightly- interrupt the cornice decoration., The wide overhanging cornice
is lined with brackets and dentils.

A two;story frame porch on the northern side of the bhilding is a later addition,
It is in scale with the structure and does not detract from its integrity. ;
i

. !

The Engelhard House is remarkably rich in its pure Italianate style. The archi- ;
tectural details are generally simple, but the combined whole is a cohesive state-

ment of time and place, "~ -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Engelhard House is an excellent example of the Italianate style in Louisville. It was
one of the earliest residences in the Highland neighborhood, built by Albert Engelhard,

a successful local businessman. Later it became the Receiving Home for the Ken-

tucky Children's Home Society which developed the first "cottage" concept for the

care of homeless children in the state,

Albert Engelhard, Sr., a native of Germany, came to Louisville in 1854 and began
working as a bookkeeper for Peter Loewer and Company, wholesale grocers. Engel-
hard purchased the business: in 1855 upon Mr. Loewer's death. He changed the name
to A. Engelhard Co. and eventually A. Engelhard and Sons Co. Within a few short
years the business became one of Louisville's foremeost enterprises.

Engelhard built the residence at 1080 Baxter Avenue in 1876 in the William Hughes
Addition, an undeveloped section of land outside the city limits., It was an ideal
location, set back one short block from the busy and convenient Bardstown Pike.
Albert Engelhard died in 1894, but his family remained at this location-until 1902.

In 1902 the Kentucky Children's Home Society purchased this house and six adjacent
residences,  With these seyen structures, the Kentucky Children's Home developed
the first cottage concept in child care in the state.

The Kentucky Children's Home Society was founded in December, 1895, Prior to its
organization, orphans and abandoned children were sent to penal institutions or
poor houses and were thus exposed to moral and physical environments which were
detrimental to their character. The Home's expressed purpose was "to give these
children temporary haven and that start in life mentally, physically and morally
which is their birth right, and finally to place them in private homes, after care-
ful investigation as to the fitness of the foster parents to properly care for them,

All available accounts of the Home's activity demonstrate a remarkable sense of
compassion and dedication to their task, Within a few short years, children from
119 counties were cared for by the Home. The mountain counties were remote and
inaccessible and the work in these counties was particularly difficult, as explained
in the following report of about 1905.

When we entered the mountains a few years ago we received but little
encouragement and found the people very much prejudiced against us.
We were called kidnappers and for a while it was dangerous work. But
things have changed. We are now organized in a great many mountain
counties and our plan of work is being understood and appreciated. We
have, during the past year, taken a large number of mountain children
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and as a rule they are the brightest children that have come under
our control.

Kentucky was, in 1902, one of few states nationally to aid indigent children by
appropriation of funds. The Kentucky Children's Home Society was recognized as
one of the finest and most progressive of state institutions for the care of home-
less children., Several aspects of the Home led to this distinction,

The 'village'" or 'cottage'" concept was used in several private or church operated
orphanages in the South about the same time the Kentucky Children's Home Society
adopted the concept, but as a state agency the Home was in the forefront of the
movement. The Engelhard House was used as the Receiving Home where the children
lived for their first two weeks, While there, the individual needs and personal-
ities were studied and determined. Any illness or disease was also delt with
while in the receiving home. The six adjacent residences were the cottages in
which the children lived, divided by sex and age. They ate and slept and worked
in their respective cottages in a homelike atmosphere. The Kentucky Children's
Home Society was one of the first child-saving organizations in the state to
accept the principle that the family home is always the ideal place for the child.
Even in its institutional treatment of its wards, this ideal was not lost and

the residence of the child in the Home was made as non-institutional as possible.

But perhaps the most progressive aspect of the Home was the aid which it rendered
to the parents of these children., It was the policy of the Home to take every pos-
sible step to keep a family intact. Training and job assistance for parents by
the staff was often responsible for the reunion of children with their parents and
in some cases for the child never being removed from his home.. As the 1905 report
states, " The mothers who are in destitute circumstances are beginning to look
upon our Society as the only means of relief and we try in every way to show the
people that our work is to help the children.,"

In the case of the abandoned, unwanted or orphaned child, the Home sought foster
parents. The needs and individuality of each child was carefully studied and the
foster homes were scrutinized to assure the most compatible situation possible for
the child. Frequent visits and annual reports were made to determine whether the
new home was proper for the child before adoption proceedings were begun.

The Kentucky Children's Home Society moved to Lyndon, Kentucky from its location
on Baxter Avenue in 1923, Although it still exists today, it does not serve as
an orphanage but rather as a treatment center for problem children.

Significance of the Engelhard House in the area of social reformation is due to
the occupation of the Kentucky Children's Home Society, which served the state of
Kentucky not only as one of the nation's finest orphanages but as a counseling
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agency and job training agency for parents., Because of the work of this institu-
tion, children were given the opportunity to develop under morally and physically
healthy conditions, rather than becoming permanent charges of the state as desiti-
tute adults.

Significance in the area of architecture is due to the rich Italianate detailing
and the purity of the style of the Engelhard House.
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