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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The segment of the Mullan Trail within the Benton Lake Refuge is

contain&ed within undisturbed native grass lands.

or ruts, if you will, have "healed over" as a result of many Years
of non-use. The route is identifiable on aerial photographs taken
in 1966. It is difficult to identify on the ground.
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'STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Specific dates: Construction of trail began in 1859. Date Benton Lake

segment was completed is not known. Reuemd—demingeihich-taadil—wes—actiye
Is=Neamisners .

The War Department authorized the construction of a wagon road to connect

Fort Benton, Montana (navigational head of the Missouri River) with Walla

Walla, Washington (navigational head of the Columbia River). Captain John
Mullan was awarded the contract and commenced to survey the route in 1859.
The Benton Lake segment was used primarily by mining traffic between Fort

Benton and Helena, Montana.

The Mullan Road represents the first significant federal effort at surveying
and road development in Montana. The route served an estimated 20,000

Fort Benton-to-Washington-Territory emigrants. It carried a probably even
larger traffic in the return flow occasioned by the Montana gold rush.

As the prime emigrant and freight route through the Northern Rockies,

we believe it merits national significance.




War Department:

43-37th Congress

Map of the military road from Walla Walla on the

Columbia to Fort Benton on the Missouri.
of Capt. John Mullan, U. S. Army - 1858 - 1863.
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In compliance with Exécutive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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3. Classification (Accessible to the Public)
Presently the site is open to public visitation (foot) on an
unrestricted basis. Should future visitdations increase to a point
that public use adversely effected the site or the natural area
within which the site is located some form of use restriction may be
required. .

3. Classification (Present use)

The site is contained within a formally designated research natural
area on the Benton Lake Refuge.
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