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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in a woodland of large trees about five miles west of
Greenback in Loudon County is the National Campground consisting
of about five acres of land with a large tabernacle shed, a_
ministers' house, and a shed used for cooking and boarding. ~Two
springs nearby furnished water.

The first service was held under a large tent, at which time
trustees were apppinted to construct a permanent meeting-place,
The tabernacle completed in 1874 at a cost of $600.00 is a large,
simple shed-type structure with huge wooden posts supporting the
rafters, over which is a tin roof. There are no side walls, The
front end wall behind the pulpit and choir stall is covered with
weatherboarding, while the back end wall is covered approximately
half-way down. The pews_are roughly-constructed benches, most of

people can be seated in the tabernacle. The only addition to the
building has been the addition of electric lights,

;
Nearby is a two-story frame building with a tin roof which was
constructed as ministers' quarters. There are no windows on the
front or back, but each side has two windows on each floor,
covered by crude, solid shutters. A one-story shed porch is
constructed across the front supported by four posts, The
building is covered with weatherboarding which has never been
painted. There is also located several hundred feet in front of
this structure a frame, shed-type building which was built for
cooking and boarding purposes. It, too, has a tin roof and is
covered with unpainted weather boarding. The attic-type second
floor has living quarters, while the first floor was used to
prepgrewanqiggrvg food. .

them without backs, - built directly on the ground. Several hundred
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

“The Natiordl Campground, typical of the type of'p
places common in rural Tennessee, is significant®
probably the only one of its kind left in the state ~annual
camp meetings are still being held. Greenback was affected by the
great religious revival in Tennessee and Kentucky in the early

and middle nineteenth century. As a result of the great interest
generated, representatives of several denominations joined together
to organize a camp-meeting place in 1873, It was a union..
organization composed of the Presbyterians, Cumberland Presbyterians,
Baptists, Methodist Episcopal Church, Friends, and Methodist
Episcopal Church, South, incorporated under the laws of the state
with a governing board consisting of two trustees from each of the
denominations.

The first meeting in the tabernacle shed was held in the fall of
1874, and was conducted by Rev. W. B. Brown, a Presbyterian minister
known locally as Parson Billy Brown.
The corporation in its early days had its own mayor and policeman
and other officers, who enacted the laws of the corporation,
arresting and sentencing violators. Among the various ordinances
were those which prohibited the bringing in of intoxicating
beverages and the destruction of trees and shrubbery on the grounds.
The grounds were not permitted for use for any other purpose than
worship, religious purposes, and educational meetings.

Meetings were held day and night for two weeks and the congregation
camped on the grounds in tents and wagons. Attendance numbered in
the thousands. Meetings are still held for two weeks each summer,
but only at night.” In August of 1970, the 97th consecutive annual
session was held. The various denominations continue to alternate
for the services of the visiting preacher. With convenient
transportation facilities of today, the congregation no longer
camps on the grounds.

National Campground is a unique link with the past in rural Loudon
County that is worthy of preservation.




Lenoir City News-Banner, August 27, 1970.

Loudon Journal, August 15, 1874; August 28, 187..

Minutes of the National Campground Association.
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_tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
‘89~665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

\evaluated according to the criteria and’ procedu res set
forth by the National Park Service.
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