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Located in a pine grove on south side of dam & pond constructed in 1934 
by Civilian Conservation Corps.
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The open five-bay, rustic style picnic shelter is well-proportioned 
and handsomely detailed. Of hewn post-and-beam construction with 
corner brackets, the structure has a fieldstone-set-in-concrete floor 
and exposed roof trussing with decorative rounded rafter ends. A 
massive freestanding sloped-shoulder chimney of rubble-coursed 
fieldstone is set on the north end. A distinctive ledge/bench is 
set into the north side of the chimney. The masonry work is of 
the highest quality. Well-preserved.

The shelter is located on the eastern bank of a small, approximately 
1.5-acre pond created by damming Stratton Brook. The low poured- 
concrete dam is located at the north end of the pond and is crossed 
by a modern wooden plank pedestrian footbridge.
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19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

Stratton Brook State Forest was created from Massacoe State Forest in 
1949. The original intented use of the small approximately 120-acre 
tract sold to the state in 1908 by the Eno family was for experiments 
in fire prevention and reforestation along a railroad right-of-way 
which ran through the forest. Mrs. Antoinette Eno Wood donated funds 
for the experiments, which sought to reduce destructive fires started 
by railroads, and was a devoted naturalist. Spark-scattering trains 
were a common source of forest fires prior to the advent of diesel 
engines, and while the Massacoe Forest experiments did not find a 
solution to that problem, the forest did prove that burned-out areas 
could be successfully reforested and productive. Much of the 
reforestation work was done by Civilian Conservation Corps labor. In 
addition to their silviculture activities, the CCCs worked with the 
Civilian Works Administration, the.Federal Emergency Relief 
(see continuation sheet)

DEP. Bureau of State Parks & Recreation. Historical File: Massacoe Forest, 
Stratton Brook.

Park & Forest Commission. Biennial Report to the Governor. 1930-44.
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Administration, and Simsbury residents, who donated money for 
materials, to develop a recreational area in the forest. In 1933 the 
CCCs built a small dam across Stratton Brook to create Massacoe Pond, 
which was used as a swimming area until the new, larger pond was built 
in the park in 1965. The handsome rustic picnic shelter located on 
the eastern bank of the pond was also erected. The pavilion is a 
well-preserved example of the high-quality structures built by 
Depression-era relief labor. Of particular significance is the stone 
chimney, which epitomizes the superb masonry work done by the CCC, 
CWA, and FERA. The shelter also stands as a record of the federal 
assistance that made the rapid development of public recreational 
facilities in the state possible. Without the Civilian Conservation 
Corps program, it has been said that it would have taken fifty years 
to accomplish what was done in seven. The federal work relief 
programs built several fine open picnic shelters in the state, but the 
one at Stratton Brook is the finest extant building of its type in the 
state system.

Verbal Bundary Description and Justification

Pavilion and 1.5 acre manmade pond are located in 148-acre park. 
Nominated acrage of approximately 2.5 acres is defined on attached 
map: Stratton Brook State park, Scale 1" = 500'. Pond and area around 
pavilion represent historic focus of recreational facility developed 
by CCC,FERA,CWA.
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