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The H. Hudson Law Office of Guilford, dating from c.1867, is a 
charming Italianate style building of frame construction with 1^ stories, 
slated Mansard roof, prominent cornice and entablature fitted with paired 
brackets, clapboard siding, and granite foundation.

The facade, which faces west, is 3 bays wide and contains a central 
entrance covered by a bracketed hood. First-story fenestration here, as 
elsewhere, is 2/2, covered by entablatured lintels decorated with applied 
carvings above. In the facade half-story (though not elsewhere) are two 
gabled 2/2 dormers with fi<feials. On the top of the four corners of the 
roof are small carved posts with balls and attached decorative carvings.

The H. Hudson Law Office is an outstanding and distinctive commercial 
building of Lilliputian dimensions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Of the small commercial buildings in Maine, none are more interesting 
as a group than the local law offices which sprang up in many communities 
during the 19th century. Almost always of superior design, they exist as 
representatives of most of the major styles of the period.

None, however, can be said to equal the H. Hudson Law Office in Guilford 
in terms of scale, neatness and sophistication. It exists as a tiny, 
ornate Mansard jewel in the otherwise rather plain surroundings of Guilford.

Henry Hudson, who built this office at the height of his career was 
born in Canaan, New Hampshire in 1824. He was admitted to the Piscataquis 
Bar in 1849 and was in active practice in Guilford until his death in 1877. 
He attained a reputation as one of the ablest lawyers in Eastern Maine. 
His son Henry, also a lawyer, continued practice in the same office until 
his retirement in 1919.

Since that time the building has undergone various uses but has 
recently been returned to its original purpose by the present owner.
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