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F O R M B - Bl ITT. iMw/^ In Area no. Form no. 

MISSION Old Camb. I I C 5 
ffittf^MM Boston 

1. Town Cambridge 

30M-5-77 

Address 1320-24 Massachusetts Avenue 

Name Force11ian Club 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l 

Present owner^"^^^ Bigelow, Leve re t t . 
S a l t o n s t a l l S John Gardiner , Trustees 

3. 6lsĉ r̂ ifti?n°-̂ ^̂ llî Ĉl̂ '̂ Washingtc 
S t r e e t , Boston. 

Date 189 0 

Source ^ j , 
Qocd rooordc 

Style Federal Reviva l 

Architect W i l l i a m Y. Feters 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features p r i m a r i l y b r i c k w i t h 

brownstone t r i m . Good example o f the 

Federal Revival s t y l e . 

Altered No pate 

Moved No pate 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less yy Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 9nn fppt-

Approximate distance of building from street 

0 f e e t 

6, Recorded byBainbridge Bunt ing 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm, 

19 6 4 

UTM--EPt)To(O^TH-



7. Original owner (if known) F o r c e l l i a n Club 

Original use commercia l /c lub purposes 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l / c l uh 

8, Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Brown Roman b r i c k was used f o r the austere 
facade o f the F o r c e l l i a n Club. The shop f r o n t , the 
entrance door to the clubrooms, and the window are 
d e t a i l e d i n a d e l i c a t e manner foreshadowing the 
emerging Federal Revival s t y l e . 

The club i t s e l f was esta b l i s h e d i n 1791 as an 
exclusive p r i v a t e club f o r Harvard students. This 
b u i l d i n g , constructed to nark the club's one 
hundredth anniversary, continues i n use as a meeting 
place f o r the club. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

eVALUATION / RETURN SHEET - ; 
y>aye^//^a^ C<^^^^^c 

Prnptr!y Z?,../^^/^ /UA^yyyrt^ ^-^^J 
Stat*. County; /uyi^y^^-^^ 
Federal Agency: —• 

Vnn*4 Stat** D*p«rtfnwrt of Vnm toitwrtor 
NaUonal PaA SMVIM 

Working No. / A ^ ^ - ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Fed. Reg. D a U : 
Date Due: y-A7--^> 
Action: 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
.appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request 

photos-Z_ 
maps — 

• ^ T R E T U R N I / A V ^ 
REJECT 

ly' 

appeal fNR decision 

Reviewer's comments: - ^^JnoLy> y ) ^ ( j y ^ \ d u v A ) & ^ d ^ 

OyiA)c^y^^^^ ^-^'^-^ An(i^i2^ CJyuXy c ^ / cyL<u^<^^^^ 

Recom. /Criteria /^P-^y^y^-^ 
Q (y^yy^AfLU (^Oyii^y],y^i^h ^ ^ Z ^ ^ ' ^ - ^ • Reviewer zikLZ^ î̂ i<iie£ îi2 

/ ^ J Discipline Y?-̂ ?̂̂ 1 / P ^ 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Bepresentat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 

. ortg<n*l an* 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



6. SIgni f icanco 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l Data 

MTT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
I k e waiuatarf at^nMcMnoe IMs pfo^uttf aMMn ttw Mais ts: 

al m m lea 

I Ntatartc PvsMwaMan OCNoar aiynalure 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to y/yi(jAlAA^ 

Signed fV lA f -A^^^yX^ nafp ^ f f j - K A ^ — Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of f o r m  
Photo number | \ D ^ -

4. Map, Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

In Area no. Form no. 

O l d Camb. I I C 5 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 1320-24 Massachuse t t s Avenue 

Name F o r c e l l i a n C lub 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l 

ent own ^^^^^"^ B i g e l o w , L e v e r e t t , 
Sal¥ons^-FaS^ £ John Gardin^er, Trus tees 

„ o f t h e ^ . F o r c e l l i a n C l u b , 294 Washingtc 
3, description: s t r e e t , B o s t o n . 

Date 189 0 

dood r o o o r d c 

Style F e d e r a l R e v i v a l 

Architect W i l l i a m . Y. F e t e r s 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features p r i m a r i l y b r i c k w i t h 

b r o w n s t o n e t r i m . Good example o f t he 

F e d e r a l R e v i v a l s t y l e . 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less y y Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 9 n n f p p t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

0 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

196 4 

50M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) F o r c e l l i a n Club 

Original use commercia l /c lub purposes 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residential/commercial /cAuh 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Brown Roman brick was used f o r the austere 
facade of the Forcellian Club. The shop f r o n t , the 
entrance door to the clubrooms, and the window are 
detailed i n a delicate manner foreshadowing the 
emerging Federal Revival s t y l e . 

The club i t s e l f was established in 1791 as an 
exclusive private club for Harvard students-. This-
building, constructed to mark the club's one 
hundredth anniversary, continues in use as a meeting 
place for the club. 

10, Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccaranunity: 

Old Cambridge 
Form No: 

OC 
I I . C . 5 

Property Name: F o r c e l l i a n Club 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

Harvard's " f i n a l clubs" are e s s e n t i a l l y f r a t e r n i t i e s or secret 
s o c i e t i e s , open only t o j u n i o r s and seniors ; " f i n a l " r e f e r s t o the 
f a c t t h a t one can belong t o only one f i n a l c l u b . The F o r c e l l i a n was 
the t h i r d t o be e s t a b l i s h e d a t Harvard, i n 1791, a f t e r the Speakers 
Club (1770) and a chapter o f Phi Beta Kappa (1781). I t q u i c k l y 
became the most a r i s t o c r a t i c , and a t t r a c t e d members from the e l i t e 
f a m i l i e s of Boston, P h i l a d e l p h i a , Charleston, and the Old South. 
By the t u r n of the century, the F o r c e l l i a n , l i k e a l l the other f i n a l 
clubs of the era, maintained a clubhouse w i t h a d i n i n g room, b i l l i a r d 
room, and other requirements of upper class undergraduate l i f e . The 
F o r c e l l i a n remains the most p r e s t i g i o u s , and the most l i m i t e d i n 
membership of Harvard's f i n a l clubs. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the F o r c e l l i a n Club i s a f i n e example of 
Federal Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e . The main entrance features an e l l i p ­
t i c a l f a n l i g h t window and side l i g h t s . The e l l i p t i c a l m o t i f i s 
repeated over the P a l l a d i a n window on the second f l o o r . Broken 
s c r o l l pediments top the e i g h t - o v e r - e i g h t dormers, under which a l l 
the windows on the f r o n t facade l i n e up. The dormers are also 
decorated w i t h p i l a s t e r s t r i p s . The entrance side of the b u i l d i n g 
i s emphasized by the double dormers, over the p a i r e d windows, over 
the P a l l a d i a n window, over the entrance. The f l a t n e s s of the facade, 
the d e l i c a c y of the window d e t a i l s , and the harmonious r e l a t i o n s h i p 
of the p a r t s are fe a t u r e s displayed here which were common t o 
Federal a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-MO-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number P a g e / i '7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State HJr — 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

122./^Porcellian Club ^ ^ . y . y x ^ t v , ^Keeper ^AuyL A L ^ ^ J W ^ 7 < > - 0 

Attest 

l^n- Lowell School ^^i^.^^ Keeper uhn^y^.^U. j%.,y..y^ 

Attest 

124. XFrost, Elizabeth, Tenanthouse ^Keeper .mUO^ j L ^ lAm. A-iL-
Substantive Review '— '^iffn^-pK t> ^ 

Attest ' 

125. Wyeth, Augustus, House Keeoer /'^ ^ (^//o/\x., 

uOE/OVVNER ,OBJECTION 
• -, v^ , . Attest ryWJ/O 

126. B r a t t l e Hall 
y 

Attest 

Keeper a)ilJxyt^ i W ^ ^ /?• .g^ 

127, Frost, Robert, House . / , . , ' n ^ ,^ 
.w . . : - ^Keeper y ^ j ^ ^ ^ y l i ^ . 4 ^ 

Attest 
128. Stedman, Samuel, House ^ - ^ ? ^ ' 

DJE/OWNER OBJECTIQN ; L___y 
Attest I 4 ^ i ' r i ' • 

129. '' Mount Auburn Hospital - Determined ^igibla j J fh / 
Sutatantlva Sevlew^ Keeper ^ j y ^ > ^ ^ ^ / ^ f. 

Attest 
130. Dodge, Edward, House ^ , • r /> . 

1^ Keeper / ^ . / ^V^ /L^ f ^ . ^ t U u ^ ^Y.? Ŝ x-
Attest 

- ^ ^ --̂  • A A ' - ' ( - l i l t . i i u o X i _ d X 



VTIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTOft iC P L A C E S 
Hm4 StatM 
tional Pait imniem 

fVALUATION / RETURN S H E E . 

Porcellian Club .(Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MA 

J : : ^ r«su b m i SS i on 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquest 

Working No. ^ 
Fad. Rag. Data: 
Data D u a : _ _ _ ! g ^ ^ 
Action: _-rACCEPT-^:Z2£Zil 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Fadaral Agancy: 

appaai NR decision 

Raviawar's commanta: 

y/4joif^(^^^oA i^BVHep Racom./Critaj-ia 
Reviewer. 
Discipline. 
Data 

/ <yyS<u^6yA 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad lor: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussad baiow 

1. Name 

2a Location 

3. Classi f icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

anfi 

7. Pescript ion 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alter at ions/integrity 
dates 



8. S ign i f i cance 

A 
summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checited - -
relating significance to 

the resource 
context y c l f i y ^ l T ^ y ' i ^ ^ P ^ ^ ' 
relationship of integri ty ^ / R ^ A ^ 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . Oeograph ica l Data 

UMT 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
Th. I'I •iiniinnnmcnc«««B»i«p«ep«iT| wmm>vmma»^ 

I Htstortc P^aanrooon OfHcar stQnatura 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed _ Date . Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


