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1. Name
historic, Ware-Hflrdwir.k Covered Bridge
and or common Gilbertville Bridge

2. Location

street & number  pid  nilhertvillff Rnarl/Rr-i HgP  9.tr™+ N/A not for publication
cty, tomn  Ware/Hardwick M/A vicinity of
Hampshire 015
gate MA code 025 county utarpp.Ann code (027
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status in use Present Use
district A public occupied Yo agriculture museum
bullding(s) private unoccupied commercial park
X structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered -JA- yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
N/A no military X otfier: Bridge

4. Owner off Property

nane Town of Ware/ Town of Hardwi ck

street & number Ware Town Hal 1/Hardwick Town Hall

city, town  Ware/Hardwick N/A vicinity of s<3te Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description

courtfiouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampshire County Courthouse/Worcester County Courthouse
street & number King Street/2 Main Street

city, town Northampton/Worcester state Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Comprehensive Survey of Ware has this property t>een determined eligible? yes no
date 1983 Tnv. #gni federal state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

city, town 0 Boyl'ston Street state Massaohiisetj:s-

oston



7. Description

Ware-Hardwick Covered Bridge. Ware. Massachusetts

Condition Checkone Checkone
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X- original site
good ruins N altered moved date

X- fair unexposed noted

Describe thepresent and original (if known) physical appearance

The covered bridge over the Vere Rver at the village of Glbertsville,
Massachusetts links thetowns of Vere in Hanpshire Gunty and Hrawck in
\Vgr cest er Cbunt%;. The single span is at right angles tothe Qd Glbertsville
Foad fromVere Village; theroad nakes asharp right turn into the bridge from
the Vere side, and continues straight onto Bridge Street in Glbertsville on
the Hardwck side.

The bridge is aTom lattice truss, constructed on the principle patented by .
Ithiel Tomwn in 1820  Its dinensions are approxinately 25 by 137 feet. The
conti nuous veb of diagonal nenters that forns thetrusses is pegged toget her
wth cylindrical woden treenails, tw at each intersection and three through
the top and bottomchords. Both deck and superstructure have been reinforced
wth iron rods, bolts ad tie bars. o o

The exterior cladding of the bridge consists of vertical planks extended from
the bottomof the trusses to wthin a fewfeet of the eaves; above this point
the trusses are exposed and light is admtted. The cladding is brought

several yards into thetunnel at either end The exterior siding was repl aced
as recently as 194, but a nuner of planks are mssing. The roof is asphalt
tandf];,hedeck Is planked wth boards [aid at right angles tothe |ineof

raffic.

The ﬁortal s of the bridge are shoul dered, with vertical siding onthe uj
and hori zontal siding across the gabl es. The exterior is painted barn
trimed with white on the Hardwi ck side. The portal s are di sfigured w
graffiti, particularly onthe nore isol ated re side. . > .M,



8. Signifficance ware_Hardwick Covered Bridge, Ware, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social
1700-1799 art _X__engineering music humanitarian

_ X 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater _
1900- communications industry politics government transportation

invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1886 Builder Architect jgnknowil

Statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Vire-Hardwck bridge at G lbertsville has unusua significance as one of
only four 19th century wooden bridges, roofed to protect their structural

s fromrain snow still standing intheir original locations in
Missachusetts.”  The present rarity of such bridges in Missachusetts is in
contrast totheir forngr inportance in the Conmonveslth as el sewhere in 19th
century MwEwgland. Tinothy Palner and WiliamHwe, inventors of two of the
early trusagg systens, were natives of Missachusetts. Ithiel Tom, wo, in
1820, patented the "Tom Lattice ME' on which the Glbertsville bridgeis
based, designed the inpressive covered toll bridge which for 102 years spanned
the Gonnecticut Rver at Springfield  Inhis Qvered Bridges of the
Northeast, R chard Sanders Allen states that "well over 100 roofed spans were
distributed over Missachusetts."2 @ the various structural systens
available. Towi s lattice truss was particularly attractive tolocal builders;
It departed fromearlier systens which incorporated arches, and relied instead
o a dense veb of sinple, diagonally crossi n%npl anks. As Allen points out.
Tom trusses continued tobe erected in MwEigland long after [thiel Tow' s
patent had expired. T of the Conmormeal th''s four insitu covered bridges
are constructed on the Tom truss system the G lbertsville bridge, erected in
the 1880s i s evidence of the lingering appeal of the system As a
still-functional exanple of this inportant and mowrare 19th century
engi neering type, the covered bridge at Glbertsville i snomnated to the
National Register under criterion G asit enodies the distinctive
characteristics of atype, period, and nethod of construction.

"Tre beautiful nanufacturing village of Glbertsville"” towhich this bridge
| eads, was founded in 1860. Inthat year the Gorge H Q| bert . a
wool en nanufacturing firmin Vere Village, purchased awater poser in the
adj oi ning tom of dwck. Four large mlls and 200 tenenents were reported
for the village in an 1888-89 directory.

The 1886 date of the Glbertsville Bridge appears in a nunber of secondary
sources on covered bridges, as well as inthe 1983 Vere Surve%. N prinary
source for this date has been |ocated, nor was reference to the bridge found
in the Vere Tom Records for the 1880s. However, there isareferencein an
1892 directory of Glbertsville toBridge Street as the nene of the public vay
"fronHghland Avenue to the covered bfld?.e- "A The bridge can date no
earlier than 1884, since a photograph published in 1885 and including an 1884
CpnPregatlonaJ Par sonage, S the present site of the bridge wth a
mllpond, but wthout a span. The 1886 dat6, thoughit derives fromg,
unspeci fied source, i stherefore a reasonabl e one.



9. Major Bibiiograpiiical Refferences

See Attached Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than onp.
Quadrangle name Ware Quadrangle scale 1: 25,000
UT M References

Liir 1712i917i4inl  1416IRI7I717in L L R
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting — Northing
CUJ T lel "ol 11111 ej pLJ | fh L1111
FL | Lol
Gl 1J J-1. HLJ 1111 ri bl el il

Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated property includes the covered bridge
across the Ware River between the OIld Gilbertville Road in the Town of Ware and Bridge
Street in the village of Gilbertville, Town of Hardwick; the super structure of the bridge.
its abutments and approaches are included in the nomination.

List all states and counties forproperties overlapping state orcounty boundaries

state Massachusetts code 025 county Hampshire code 015

state code county Worcester code 27

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Patricia Wright

organization Historic Preservation Consultant to Ware date November, 1985
Historical Commission
street & number 16 Arnold Avenue 1-R telephone (413) 584-2770

city or town Northampton, state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the stateis:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), |1 hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature VAIUAJUL A AASAMAOuUgC-

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission
o'*'?tate Historic Preservation Officer
For NPS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
[iI>"«d la «h
Mfttitwal tL9§imMm date

r of the National Register

Attest date
Chief of Registration

US GOBERNMENT PRINTING OFFI CE : 1983 O - 419-311
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1 Theothers are also in \estern Missachusetts, inthetoans of Sheffield,
Gwvay, and Lyonsville.

2. Alen, uered Bridges of the Northeast, 1983, p. 68.

NB: Alen reported that over I@covered bridges were built in \ernont,
of which he catal ogued over 90 survivors.

3. Drectory of Ware and G |l bertsville, Thorndilce and Three Ri vers
p. Zb.

4. Gypron, RE, ed.. Drectory and Handoook of Towm of Vere, 1892
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Allen, Rchard Sanders, Quvered Bridges of the Northeast (Revised Edition).
Brattleboro, Vernont: the Sephen Geene Press, 1983,

Gpron, RE, ed.. Orectory and Handoook of Tom of Vére.
Vere, Massachusetts: 1982

Drectory of Veke and G lbertsville, Thorndike and Three Rvers, for 1888-89.
ware, Massachusetts, 1888.

Eody, George W G lbertsville Illustrated. Vdre, Mssachusetts, 1885.

Hengen, Hizabeth Durfee, Vire: An Architectural and Hstorical Grerview
(Vdre Gonprehensi ve Survey), 1983.  (copies on file wth Missachusetts
Hstorical Gnmssion, Boston, Vekre Hstorical Gnmission, Ad Young
M s Library Association, Vere Massachusetts).

Hvard, Andrewy Qovered Bridges of Massachusetts: a guide. Uionville,
Gonnecticutl  The Village Press, 1978.

Veberamn, Jara, Qvered Bridges of NMw Higland (Revised Edition). Rutland,
\ernont: Charles E Tutgtle @., 1952. ( )
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War e—Har dwi ck Covered Bridge
Hanpshire County (also | nWrcester County)
MASSACH EBETTS

0  resubmission
CH nomination by person or local government
owner objection

3

Worl<ing No. _ 9 m
Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due: 2 2 A
Action: XEPT _
.RETURN.
XatIMAI BegAs*«i .REJECT.

Federal Agency:

LD appeal
Substantive Review: LZI sample EZI request * appeal im NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acxiuisltion Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | I deteriorated e unaltered « original site
CD good I lruins « altered nnoved date.
o fair ¢ unexposed

Descrit)e the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

| alterations/integrity
dates

| boundary selection

— e —



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify be\ow

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity »

e applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
« Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450












The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Josgph Connolly. Secretary

Massachusdtts Historical Commission
Vdaie A. Tdmege
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
March 31, 1986

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior, National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20012-7127

Dexr Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:

Ware, Church Street Historic District, Church Street between Park Avenue and
Highland Street, 73 properties.

Ware, Wae Center Historic District, Route 9 east and west of Greenwich Plains
Road, 20 properties.

Ware, Ware-Hardwick Covered Bridge, OIld Gilbertville Road/Bridge Street.

Ware, Wae Millyard Historic District, Roughly bounded by South Street, Wae
River, Upper Dan Complex, Park Street, Otis Avenue and Church Street, 54
properties.

Ware, Wae Towmn Hall, Man and West Streets.

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment. Commetts received to date are attached
to the nomination forms.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Zi nm&r nan
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Commission

SJZ/1s

80 Boylgon Street, Baston, Massechusatts 02116 (617) 727-8470 PR



Mar.; ?\ 3, 1992

Car ol ShuU \ LA AN Al YT A AnT NJan

K arLonal RegLstiei of Hi srorioPlaces"""" —nna ANNa N

National Park ScTvi.ce {j»~»nrn

P Q Box 37127 0o. 67"

Washington, DC 20013-7L27 '

Dpal- Ms. Shul | :

Recently, i twas noticed that sfverai National Rogister noiniaations are

m ssing from our flies, theinLsaing nomnation.'. Lnclude tlift following:
Beacon Hill Hist. Dist. NHL 10/1V 1966
Boston (Suf*<l i Ci.vy) NR H.l). 10/15/19b6
LBS Cas.'jin Youn[; HHL i/17/1986
Boston (Suffolk County) NF Tyji 1/i6/190M

War e- Hardwi ck Covered Bridge
Wre (Hanpshire County)
Har dwi ck (Worcester County)

Anmerican Antiquarian Socaecy
Worcester (Worcester Ccinty)

South Yarmouth-E1.?.s River Hist. Dist, i D. ™)L
Yarnouth (Barnstable County)

M nut cnan National Historic i'd k Ml:- i'O/L'j/ iS>tO
Concord (M ddlesex County) NK IND 10/Lr./1966
O d Manse NH. 10/ 1-3/ 1966
Concord (.Middle.sex Courtty) NR IND 10/!5/ 1966

l“;; torecent planning issues, Vewould greatly appreciate you fenwarding
eoriiiilee copif™: of these nomnations (including allir.gs and photo.s) , to our
of iice &; sooi. as pofjcible. | fyouhave any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact ne at this office.

Sl nceroly,

- AAAAS, A/\l AN3pJN- y* an-

Douglas J. Kelleher

Natlonai Register As.sistanr
Massachusetts Historical Coimnission
Mas,s,ictius(;Uv H:.NI"i'cal ( oirunissii.ii, iiidiili H. V't.f>onnugh,/s\vc(//(jy/)/;f:/(;r, Sali' Hi\;utn I'nsTc<ilti)n Ofjuti

8() K<.>ylston SrcM, R»..sir>n, Massaihti.Nttts OLMIn  (6!'7) '?>7H\Ii)
Olf i< t-of I ht- .S'i lelarv t>fSite, Mithad [.( tiiim 1y, Sfi li't.si}



