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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dr. John McGarvey House, located on South Mill Street, is a 
6ne-and-a-half story, brick house that was built in the 1830's. Its 
architectural style is transitional, including elements of both 
Federal and Greek Revival stales. The front facade is 5 bays 
wide; there is a brick ell to the rear on the right which was re­ 
built after the original building date for the house. There is a 
clapboard ell at the rear on the left. The brick is laid in common 
bond. The entrance is recessed. The front facade is surmounted 
by a gable with a window centered over the entry. The roof is 
standing seam metal.

The house has been recently restored after having been in only 
fair condition for a number of years. During the recent resto­ 
ration, two dormer windows which had been added after the 
1830's, were removed. The ells now accommodate modern 
kitchen and baths. The interior woodwork, in a sMple Greek 
Revival style, is intact and in excellent condition. The original 
Federal style stairway is intact. The first floor plan consists 
of four large rooms, each with its original fireplace, arranged 
symmetrically around a center hall. There are two large and 
two small chambers upstairs. One of the upstairs chambers 
has been converted into a bathroom. There is a large, nicely 
landscaped garden with large trees to the rear of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dr. John McGarvey House was built in the 1830's by George 
Trotter, one of Lexington's earliest developers of property. He 
owned all of the property on this block of Mill Street. The property 
was later deeded to James Trotter, then to Richard Pindell and later 
to A.S. Elliot, who rented the house throughout his lifetime. During 
the Civil War and later, the house was occupied by Dr. John McGarvey, 
who was pastor of the Christian Church from 1862 to 1867. Dr. 
McGarvey withdrew from one of his churches at one time because of 
the introduction of instrumental music. Dr. McGarvey was also 
President of the College of the Bible, Transylvania University for 
several years.

The house is of additional significance because of its place i,n both
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early"and modern-day Lexington urban planning. It is located on Mill 
Street overlooking the "town valley" or what is now the main business 
district of the city. It is in the center of a block of early Lexington 
houses. It is architecturally significant because it represents a city 
dwelling built in a style transitional between the Federal and Greek 
Revival. In the easly 1830's the Greek Revival style of architecture 
was the latest style in the Lexington area.
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Old Houses of Lexington, C. Frank Dunn, unpubl. typescript
Kentucky Historical Society, p. 415.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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