NPS Form 10-900 —OMBAQILQ21AiE8
(Rev. 10-90) RCEVED 280

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places .
NAT. aH T
Registration Form p/Hﬁ@HbeégC

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the infonnation requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
higoric name  CORCORAN SCHOOL
aha namedste numba SCHOOL HOUSE #10 WALNUT STREET #10. NEW GRAMMAR SCHOOL

2. Location

dred & numbea 40 WALNUT STREET not for publication
aty a tomn CLINTON vicinity

date MASSACHUETTS aoode MA coutty  WORCESTER .aode 27 2p code (1510

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this, B'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Histbric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

V meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide “locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

ignature of certifying officiainTtle/Crudith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ional Parl< Service Certification
I, herp5y certify that this property is: Date of Actioii
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed fromthe
National Register
« other (explain);
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private X_ building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION/ school

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19%EARLY 20* CENTURY REVIVAL: Colonid
Revivd on a Oueen Armeform

Narrative Description

Worcester. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

na

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: multiple dwelling

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation stone

walls  brick

roof date
other bluestone. wood, meta

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Located in the heart of Clinton's Civic Center, the Corcoran Schoal is an accomplished and
subgtantia building that anchors the southwest comer of Walnut and Church Stregts Facing eest
on Walnut Stret, it overlooks the four-acre town common, an intact mid-to-late 19* century
public open goace surrounded by a Srestscgpe that retains the scade and architectura integrity of
its era. The Corcoran Schoodl gands among historic churches, former high-style resdences and
auch civic buildings as the Clinton Town Hall. Completed in 1900 and designed in the
trangitional Queen Anne/Classica Reviva style, the Corcoran Schoal is an excdllent example of
schoal architecture a the tum of the 20* century.

Generdly centered on the lot, the 2 Y2 story redbrick building isrectangular in plan (7 bayswide
by 11 bays deep). Itis st back gpproximatdy 20' from the sdewadk along Walnut Strest and
approximately 15' from the sidewak adong Church Stret. Trees and shrubs are planted at either
edge of the main entrance on Walnut Strest and a either sde of the north entrance on Church
Street. A gone curb rimsthe edge of the lawn a the sdewak aong Walnut and Church Streets.

The building is st on araised basament and rises to a date roof, which is stegply doped on four
ddes ad flat inthe middle. Two large gables running north-south framethe doped roof on the
north and south devations. A andler pedimented dormer is centered between the two large
gables on the north and south devations. Three pedimented dormers pierce the eedt dlevation of
the roof, while two pedimented dormers are found on the west elevation flanking a centered,
shed-roofed gable which surmounts the centrd pavilion. Roof and dormer gebles are enlivened
by raking pargpets. A brick chimney is st off-center on the west and south elevations. Four
louvered, polygona cupolas rise above the roof, one a each of the four comers on the flat section
of theroof. The doped sections of the roof, the dormer chesks and the cupolaroofs are sheathed
in date.

A projecting pedimented pavilion centered on the symmetricd faBade (eest) risesfrom-ashalow
projecting portico that shdters arecessad entry. The end pavilions on the north elevation project
leaving a recessaed centrd section. Rock faced bluestone trims the water table, window sills,
keygone lintels a the first sory and splayed lintes dsawhere, string courses a the base of the
pedimented dormers, lintel coursss a the dormears and an impost band a the round arched
windows. A done dringcourse runs aoross the fafade just below the cornice, a detail that is
repeated a the center of the north and south devations and a the two end pavilionson the west
devation. The edges of the dormears and gebles are trimmed with bluestone comer blocks and
coping. A blank stone sign band is centered above the main entrance.  In 1918, when Clinton
schools were given names, the town dated its intention to carve the names into the stone bands
above the entrances.  For unknown reesons, the work was not executed at the Corcoran School.

Window and door openings are typically flat arched, except for round brick arches with sone
keystones a the gable windows on the north and south devations. Three round-arched windows
(continued)
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ae d0 = a the second gory, aove the main entrance, and an oversized round brick arch is
centered on the north devation. Brick ornament includes blind round arches above the dormer
windows and a the ssoond dory of the north devation. A repested detail condds of a triple
window with a gone lintel course and blind arch over the center, which is suggedive of a
Pdlladian window. Additional cdassicd detailing, executed in wood, includes a dentil comicethat
runs acrossthe faBade (except for the projecting pavilion), acrossthe .center pavilion of the north
and south devations and acrossthe end pavilions on the west elevation.

The front entrance portico consists of a wooden arch decorated with molded spandrels and a
keystone set on a brick and stone base. The flat roof, which projects beyond the arch, rests on
metal fluted lonic columns which had supported a heavy wood modillion comice and balustrade.
Behind the arch, a molded wood recess with coffered ceiling frames the entry. The piersand
pilasters in the entry are decorated with a dentil comice. The soffit of the archisenlivened with
paneling, asisthe ceiling of the porch hood. >e

Granite sepswith pipe railings leed up to the entry, which is & in a degp panded recess. The
ddes ae detailed with double blind arches st in a larger arch supported on pilasters. Original
front double entry doorstopped by a multi-light transom remain. Each door hes an upper glazed
pand and three narrow horizontal wood pands. A meta gate hes been ingtalled acrossthe front
of the portico to securethe vacant building.

The five-panel double doors a the north entrance facing Church Street are replacaments, and are
not significant. Abovethe doorsis a damaged multi-light transom. The double doors a the south
entrance gppear to be original and are glassand wood pand doorswith a multi-light upper pand.

An oversized window centered on the north elevation lighting the north gair is & in a round
brick arch and conssts of a recessed pand friezeand dentil comice above atriple window. This
is surmounted by awood panded fan, which hes no glazing.

Almost all of the origind wood windows remain. Window sseh ae typicaly 92 double-hung
wood sash, and most have flat arched sash exogpt some of the attic windows, which have round
ached sseh. Smdler windows indlude 4/1. 6/1, and 6/2. The three round-arched windows over
the man entrance have U1 sseh. Transoms over the doors ae typically multi-light fixed
windows.

A few minor discrepancies are evident between the original drawingsand the exigting building. It

aopearsthat some changes were medeto save on codts a the time of congtruction and some are

later aterations. The origina drawings show a large polygond cupola centered over a skylight in

the roof, which was built but is no longer extant. The smdler cupolasae shown on'the drawings

with flared bases, which do not gppeer in the existing building. The cupolas were dso drawn to

project through the doping portion on the roof rather than through the flat portion werethey were
(continued)
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built. There is no entrance on the north devation leading out to Church Stregt on the drawings,
but the existing north entry is clearly original. Quoins a the comers of the building and the
pavilions, and carved detail a the dormer comer blockswere gpparently too expensive to include.
A medallion under the gable of the centrd pavilion on the main fafade was colored over on the
drawings and left out of the congtruction. The firm of CW. Greene, P.E. revised the heating and
ventilation sysems in 1959, creeting new openings in the exterior walls for grilles, instaling
ducts that are visible primarily in the corridors, and filling in archesat the gair halls.

Interior

The basament contained the boiler and mechanica rooms, as well as the lavatories. Thewalls
were unfinished, painted brick, while the lavatory ceilings were pressed meta. The floor leve is
depressed where the existing bailer is located. Stairs leed down from the landings a the north
and south entries. The north entry has a double gtair, and the south entry asingle stair. The sair
halls open into the sde of acentrd corridor that runs east-west. The first and second floors are
laid out on a cross plan with a dassroom a eech of the comers and public corridorsforming a
aoss & the center. The main corridor runs eest-west and the dair hals form the cross a the
center to the north and south. At the first floor, the east end of the corridor leads to the main
entrance vedtibule. Abovethis a the ssoond floor here is a smdl room that hed been a library.
At the gair halls, adouble stair with landing runs up from the first to the second floor and from
the sacond floor to aquarter landing stair that runs dong the wall to the third floor. A single sair
runs down & the middle to the floor below. On each floor, two narrow rooms flank the stair halls.
They were wardrobes for the students coats Centered a the west end of the corridor on the first
and second floorsisa single smdler room that was ateacher's office. The second floor teachers
room contains agair leading backsage & the third floor.

The dassooms typically have a single comer cupboard over three drawers, chak boards with
trim and chak rails. Interior detailing in the dassroom incdudes molded window-and door
surrounds, bassboards, a smple comice molding and a picture molding a the height of the
window heads. The floors are covered with rubber or vinyl tile and the ceilings are pressed
metal. Therooms are lit withfluorescentlights.

Doors into the dassrooms have a large glass upper pand over three horizontal wood pands.
Large rectangular transoms over the doors have bean filled with a solid pand. Each dassroom
has one door into the corridor and one door into the adjoining coat room. The doors leading from
the gtair halls into the coat rooms are smple wood doors with no moldingsand plain surrounds,
which suggest that they are not origina. Two segmentd arches goen the corridor and similar
arches framethe doors leading to the dair halls. The archesto the tair hdls were later infilled
and paired swinging doors with siddights open into the dair corridors, having no significant
detail. Inthe sair hdls and corridors a flat rail with no molding is applied to the wall a
approximately five feet.

(continued)
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The third floor contains the main assembly hall. The focal point is the sage, which is st a the
west sde of the room and hes awood panded skirt with ventilation grates s&t in some pands.
Seps wyith wood baudrades leed up to both Sdes of the dage The rear wall of the dage is
curved and there are two wood pand doors leading backstage. Two wood pand doors flanking
either dde of the dage d 0 leed backgage. The proscenium arch has no detail or molding. Other
features of the room include blind archesin the north and south walls, and to the eedt, an arcade
on two sguare wood panded columns. The room hes awood floor and smple bassboards What
was the frame of a skylight is sat into the ceiling, but it is presently filled with painted pands.
The entries into the room ae located in the north and south walls and consst of double wood
pand doors topped by a round arch that hes a filled fanlight. The window sillsa the third floor
are approximately five feet abovethe floor.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are recorded on the school property or inthe generd area (within one
mile), dtes may be present. Environmentd characteridtics of the area represent somelocationa
criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many types of
prehistoric dtes. The property includes aleved to moderatdy doping landscape and was probably
well drained prior to historic devdopment. Prehigtoric sitesare dlso present in the region, usudly
located neer tributary dreams leading to Wachusett Reservoir.  |n generd, however, the potentia
for locating prehistoric resources on the schoal property islow. The location of the schoadl isover
1000 feet from the nearest wetlands, a factor that reducesthe overal prehistoric sensitivity of the
property. Any prehigtoric resources that were present were d<o likely impacted by historic land
ue of the property that included congtruction of three schools.

A modeae potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica  resources on the Corcoran School
property. The existing Corcoran Schoal is the third school to occupy the southwest comer of
Walnut and Church Streets snce 1846. Structurd evidence of the first school, "a little wooden
building", built as a private school in 1846 may exig with evidence of outbuildings ad
occupationa related features (trash pits, privies, wells). Similar evidence may dso survivefrom
a high school built in 1854 on the ste of the wooden schoolhouse, which was moved and later
demolished. The ssoond schoal or the high school was demolished in 1898 to prepare the dte for
congruction of the Corcoran School. Archaeologica evidence from the 1846 and 1854 schools
have likely been impacted by later school construction culminating with impects from the
Corcoran School whose footprint istwicethat of the earlier high school.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worceser. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Deved opment
Education

Period of Significance
1900-1949

Significant Dates
N/a

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

na
Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
Chales J Baeman

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

- X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
Federal agency *
Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bordering the mid-19" century Clinton Common, the Corcoran School anchors a highly visible
comer that hes been the dte of a public school for & leest 150 years. As afocal point of the
dregtscgpe forming the Common's perimeter, the Corcoran School sands among Clinton's
significant late-19* and early-20"' century civic and ingtitutional buildings. The Corcoran Schooal,

which opened as a public grammar schoal in 1900, is the only public school building still

danding in this historically significantly area. By far the largest grammar schooal in Clinton a the
time it was built, its Sze reflected the rapid growth of the town as aleading manufacturing center.
Architecturally, the building is an intact and accomplished example of a school by prominent

Bogton architect Charles J. Bateman. It is dso afine example of educationd architecture a the
turn of the century.

The Corcoran School retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids and workmanship. It
is significant under criterion A for itsassociaion with Clinton's public school sysem and generd
devdopment of the town. It isdso architecturaly significant under criterion C as a building that
embodies the digtinctive characterigics of its period and a a representative work by a well-
known Bogton architect. The period of significance is from the date of congtruction to 1948,
during which timethe Corcoran School operated continuoudy as apublic grammar schoaol.

The Corcoran Schooal isthe third school to occupy the SW comer of Wanut and Chestnut Streets.
The first school on the site was "a little wooden building” congtructed in 1846 as a private school.
Arrangements were soon made, however, for the private school to be usad as a public schoal in
the winter. In 184, four years after the manufacturing village of Clintonville ssoeded from
Lancagter to become an independent town, Clintbnians erected a high school on the ste of the
wooden schoolhouse, which was moved and later demolished. Demondrating its commitment to
education, the town dlocated $6000 for congruction of the High School. Clintonians aso began
atradition of gppropriating liberal amounts for subgtantia schoadl buildingsin important locations
that were essy for children to reech no matter the sseson or the age of the child.

The High Schoal was one of severd public schodls intentionally located in doses proximity to
the town common, a four-acre parce of land that had been donated to the town in 1852 by
Horatio N. Bigdow, the manufacturing magnate largdly regpongible for the industridization and
subsequent economic growth of Clinton.  Also known as Centra Park, the common provided
gudents with an ample playground. Pupils dso had essy access to the Bigelow Free Public
Library, which hes dways bean located dong the Common, first on Union Stret & the foot of
Walnut, then inthe 1871 Town Hall, and finally (1902) in its present Ste opposite the Corcoran
School on the NW corner of Wanut and Church Streets. Other important civic and ingtitutional
buildings around the Town Common include the Town Hall (1909; 1871 town hall onthe site

(continued)
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degtroyed by fire). First Congregationd Church (1892), First Unitarian Church (1853), and the
Holder Memoria building (1904), heedquarters of the Clinton Historical Society.

By 1870, thanks largely to the various Bigdow enterprises (the Clinton Company, Lancaster
Quilt Company, Lancagter Mills, the Clinton Wire Cloth Company, and the Bigelow Carpet
Company); Clinton hed become Worcester County's fourth leading manufacturing center.
Between 1870 and 1900, the population grew from about 5000 to 13,000, where it remained well
into the first quarter of the 20* Century. At itsincorporationin 1850, the town hed five small
schoolhouses. By 1892 there were deven school buildings, one of which was a new Romanesque
Revival-style High Schoal (1885, destroyed by fire in 1958) on the SW comer of the Common
where the police gtation now gandsa Chestnut and Union Streets. .

Theold high school on the site of the present Corcoran School became a grammar school, serving
that purpose until 1899. Inthe fall of 1898 a sudy reveded that the old 2 12 story brick and
granite school building had settled and shifted to such a degree that the walls had,begun to crack
and bow out. Deamed structurally unsound, the 1854 structure was demolished to meke way for
the present Co S building.

At a specid town meeting on April 1, 1899, upon the recommendation of the school committee,
the town gpproved constmction of the new school and gppropriated $35,000 (later increased to
$40,000) for the project. The new school would replace the earlier one and the two-story Torrent
Haose Co. building, which faced Church Stret a the NW comer of the site. The new building,
designed by Charles J. Bateman in 1899 and completed the following year, was described inthe
School Report of 1901 as "noble inits outlines and attractive in its architecturd features” One
of its primary features was the abundance of light afforded by the design,”...so much o that the
problem is rather how to control the supply. The corridors are dso well lighted, high and
goacious” Thethird floor assembly hall, with a seating capacity of 450, was described as
"Spacious, with a large age and ample side-rooms, abundantly lighted from the ceiling and
sides..."

With afootprint twice that of the former school on the ste, the new grammar school was sscond

only in size to the high school. It contained eight dassrooms, serving grades one through eight,

with a capacity of over 300 students, more than double that of Clinton's other public primary
schools.  Eight dasses were moved into the new building. Six were drawn from the former

school on the site as well as from Walnut Street Schoal No. 4 (1857; demolished), which wes
then located two doors down on the south sde of the First Congregational Church. The other two

dassswere filled by eighth graders from the high schoal, allowing more room in that building

for the upper grades.

Intended to be a building worthy of its prominent location facing the Town Common, the

(continued)
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Corcoran School was one nine gdructures headlining the front pege of the June 18, 1900
anniversary edition of the Clinton Daily Item cdebrating 50 years of incorporation as a town.
The school's location on the common, however, no longer afforded students a convenient playing
field because in 1890, the common had bean transformed into a lush public garden upon which
ballplaying was expresdy prohibited.

Historically, Clinton's public schools were designated by a number and commonly referred to by
the name of the stret on which they stood. In schoodl reports, the Corcoran School was usualy
caled New Granmar or Walnut Street #10. In 1918 the town named most of the public schools
in honor of deceesad former chairmen of the school committee. The Corcoran School, &s it hes
snce been known, was named for John W. Corcoran, a membar of the school committee from
1876 to a least 1900. During his tenure, he sarved as chairman of the school committee for 19
years, and was chairman when the Corcoran Schoal was built.

John William Corcoran (1853-1904), a prominent attomey with officesin both Clinton and
Boston, was one Clinton" most esteemed citizens.  Although bom in Batavia, New York, his
parents James and Catherine (Donnelly) were originally from Clinton, and returned there when he
wasjust three months old. Educated inthe Clinton public schoal, he atended the College of the
Holy Crossin Worcegter, S. John University in New York, and in 1875 Corcoran graduated from
Bogton University Law School. He married Margaret J. McDonald of Boston, and they built a
home inthe early 1830s a the heed of Church Street in Clinton, where they raised three children.

Beyond his work with the school committee, Corcoran was extremdy active in loca affairs,
holding the position of chairman of the local board of water commissoners for severd yearsand
presdent of the loca board of trade. Beginning in 1893 he was gppointed town solicitor, a
position he held for eight years. He opened his law officein Clinton in 1875, locating first inthe
Burdett & Fiske block on High Street, and later inthe Bank block. 1n 1889, to accommodate his
expanding practice, Corcoran opened an additiond office in the Fremont Building in Boston,
reportedly specializing in corporate and business law. In 1891 and 1892 he was Judge Advocate
Gengrd, and was gopointed assodae jugtice of the Superior Court by Govemor Russl, a
position he resigned the following year to retum to private practice and take over the practice of
Patrick A. Collinswho hed bean gopointed consult-generd to London. Corcoran received an
honorary LL.D. degree from St. John's University in 1893, from Georgetown the following year,
and from Holy Cross in 1899. His biographers mede note of his role as receiver of the defunct
Lancagter National Bank of Clinton in which he was ae to settle the debts of the bank with
interest and even pay the stockholders adividend.

In addition to his law practice and sarvice to the Clinton community, Corcoran was heavily

involved in palitics. He was a four-time ddegate to the Democratic National Convention, twice

being ddegate chairman (1888, 1896), and he dso saved as chairman of the Democratic State

Commiittee in 1891 besdesbeing a 12-yeer member. In 1893 he sarved as chairman of the
(continued)
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Massachusetts Board of Managers of the World's Columbian Exposition, and was dso for many
years vicepresdent of the Young Men's Democratic Club of Massachusstts  He was
unsuccessful in his candidacy for severd politica offices including town clerk, legidative
representative and senator, atorney genard and lieutenant govemor. His unexpected deeth in
August 1904 while undergoing trestment a the Loomis Sanatorium in Catskill, NY, must have
left anoticeable ggp inlocal politics and leadership.

The school committee sdected an accomplished and prolific Bogton architect to design the
Corcoran School. Charles J. Bateman, S. (1851-1940) was bora in Cambridge. According to a
frequently quoted biographica sketch, he atended M.I.T., but neither the Registrar's Office or
the Institute Archives have records of his atendance.  Baeaman began his career in the firm of
Faulkner & Clarke where he pent saven years. Thiswas followed by three years with George
Ropes.  In 1876 Bateman opened an independent practice in Bogton fi-om which he retired in
1932. He was gppointed Bogton City Architect in 1883 and again in 1888. During that time he
designed and built a number of buildings for the city, including schools, engine housss and a
home for the aged poor. It was noted as peculiar that while he worked for the city, the
congruction cogts for his buildings never exceeded his initial estimate, a laudable record. He
lived in Roxbury, MA for many years a the end of the 19* century, but by the time he retired he
had moved to nearby Newton. Bateman's desth occurred May 3, 1940.

Culling various sources for buildings by Charles Bateman produced a list of approximately 40
buildings, mostly in Boston. Many of these, however, are poorly identified. The Massachusetts
Historica Commission's database of cultural resources lists 16 buildingsdesigned by Bateman.
Comprising an impressive legacy, they include numerous schools, hospitals, churches, libraries
and fire gations built in Boston between 1881 and 1904. A number of commissonsincluded
Cathalic churches, rectories and parochia schools. The database then jumps to the 1920s and 30s
when /Bateman designed four housesin Brookline and Newton. His large commissions, which
were usualy executed in brick with sone trim, ranged from the Second Empire to the Federd
Reviva gylestypical of hisera

Although Baeman reportedly designed a leest eight public schools in Boston, few are clearly
identified. Two of his schools, one extant and one demolished, share features with the Corcoran
School. The Bigdow School a 350 West 4* Street in South Bogton (NRIND  1985) has bean
converted to residential use  Built in 1902, it was nominated for being one of the most
representative examples of a Classica Reviva style schoadl building, and for being the work of
Charles J. Baeman. The four gory, flat-roofed structure was congructed of tan brick with
Warsaw bluestone trim. Details included a rudticated first story, rudticated quoins, a projecting
central entry, and atop floor assambly hall, a gandard feature in schoals of the period. Ancther
significant Baeman school was the Romanesque Revival Roxbury High School (1885,
demolished 1976). Buih of brick and browngtone, it was an impressive four-story, asymmetrica

(continued)
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gructure with gabled dormers and roofs embdlished by raking pargpets. Details included a clock
tower, smdl cupola, and a large Romanesque arch a the entry.

The design of the Corcoran Schodl is a combination of the Bigelow and Roxbury schools.
Combining a Queen Anne form with classicd detailing, it represents the transition of Bateman's
work from the lae 19* century medieva revivas to tum-of-the-century classicism. The
promation of classica dedgns a the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago was the
major tuming point in the trangition from medievally-ingpired to classically-ingpired designs.
Since John W. Corcoran was chairman of the Massachusetts Board of Managers for that exhibit,
one wonders how much he, as chairman of the school committee, influenced the final design of
the Corcoran Schoal.

In the context of the town of Clinton, the Corcoran Schodl is the only school building left
ganding along the Clinton Common. Other significant Clinton public schools include the 1852
Wash School on Main Strest, a2 Vi story wooden grammear school, which accommodated  about
80 students, and was in recent years home to the Quadity Electric Company. Also extant is
Schoolhouse #9 (1 Berlin Street), built in 1879. The five-bay, gable-roofed 2 Vz story brick
gructure with bracketed comice was designed in the Itdianate style, becoming an athletic club in
1947. The brick Bowers Schodl (411 Water Street) was originally built in 1847 as a one room
schoolhouse. It was subgtantidly enlarged and completely remodded in 1892. Accordingto a
Nationa Regiger nomination prepared in 1983, the resulting building served as a modd for
subsequent tum of the century schoadls in Clinton. It hes been converted to gpartments.

In 1980 after the Town of Clinton purchased a new schodl (St. John's Elementary School), a
number of older schoals, including the Corcoran, were closed and retumed to the Town. In 1984
a specid town meeting was caled to vote on aproposd to dlocate $750,000 for the renovation of
the school into office gpace. The proposd failed. At the 1989 Town Mesting it was voted that
the town sk bids for the sde or leese of the school. Now vacant and in private hands, the
former Corcoran School ispresently being rehabilitated for use as housing.

In addition to its importance to the architectura integrity of the historic stregtscgpe dong the
town common, the Corcoran School dso compliments the masonry commercid and ingtitutional
buildings of Clinton's adjacent Centrd BusnessDistrict (NR, 1985).

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to help document a series of
educationa buildingsthat have been part of the civic and institutional building locus surrounding
Clinton Common for over 150 years. Any excavations in basamant levels of the existing school

(continued) * r
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or inthe immediate area surrounding the school could recover evidence of the two schools that
preceded the Corcoran Schoal a this location. Structurd evidence from the earlier schools can
help document their exact locations, architectural features and building techniques. Detailed
andysdis of this information and the contents of potential occupationa related features may dso
provide important information relating to the socid, cultural and economic characterigtics of
sudents who atended the school and rdated activities. Any evidence from the 1846 school may
adso contribute informationfor a comparative andyss of private veraus public schools on the
Corcoran School property or in the town.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
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1. 19 279150 4699330 3.
Zone Easting Northing Easting Northing
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(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared Bv

nameftitte  Ledie DonovaryKaren Davis, conalltants with Betsy Fiedberg. NR Director. MHC

organization Massadhusats Higoricd Commisson date December 1909
dreet & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city ortown Bodon state MA .Zipcode 0225

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Corooran Hause Assoddes Limited Partnership: Baran Companies
dreet & number 101 Federd Srest #1900 . telephone 617-464-3444

cty ortownn  Bogon state MA .Zipcode (02110

Papenwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Parl< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



»éfd” OMS Appnval  Ha. 1024.001$

United States Dgpartment of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice
National Regder of Hidoric Places
Continuation Shed
Corcoran School

Section number AN Page ~ Clinton (Worcester), Massachusetts

10. GEOGRAPffICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

Intending to describe the Corcoran School sdte in the Town of Clinton, Assessor parcd 3677,
containing 16,703 square feet. The parcd is located in the Hudson, Massachusetts USGS
quadrangle.

[Legal boundary justification to come]

Boundary Justification

The nominated property incdludes the entire parcd historicaly assodaed with the Corcoran
Schooal, the land with the buildings thereon, now known as and numbered 40 Walnut Street in that
part of Clinton, Worcester County, Massachusetts  The land and building gppeerson the Town of
Clinton Assessor's Flans, Shest No. 7, ad is referred to as Parcd 3677 "Town of Clinton
Schoal" having an gpproximate total square footage of 16,7033 and is recorded with Worcester
Deads, Book 465, Pages 437-38, and bounded and described asfollows:

SOUTHEASTERLY by Church Street, 150 fest;

SOUTHWESTERLY by Wanut Street, 111.75feet;

NORTHWESTERLY by alot owned by First Congregationd Society, 110.96 and
NORTHEASTERLY by alot owned by P. Beaulieu, 150 feet

Containing 16,703 square feet of land, be any or al messuraments and contents more or lessand
a building gructure formerly known as the Corcoran School containing three floors eech
measuring approximately 7,199 sguare feet and a basamant representing an gpproximate total of
28,796 sguare feet.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 21, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: @ r . AN e A S, 5,M™*"*_ "1 e e
Encdlosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Corcoran Schooal, 40 Wanut Stret, Clinton (Worcester Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to commernt.

We request an expedited review of thisnomination. , |, [

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massechusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Paul Fardra, Corcoran House Assoddes
Ledie DonovavKaen Davis, Presarvaion Conaultants
William S Grady, J., Chair, Clinton Higtoricd Commision
Mary Rose Vickhaut, Clinton Board of Sdectmen
Josgoh Gibbons, Clinton Flanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax:(617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
wwiv.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



