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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The tabernacle is a sturdy Itali^nate structure with two square 
towers flanking a three-arched entrance. Each tower has three 
tall, narrow round-arched windows on each face, and a flat- 
pitched roof with wide eaves. The entry porch between the 
towers is topped with a typical baroque silhouette reminiscent 
of Spanish churches in the American Southwest. Local stone is 
rusticated to give the building a sturdy character and rich 
texture.

The consistent use of round stone arches, along with the 
rustic look, give this building a Romanesque character, but 
with strong Italian feeling.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The tabernacle was built in 1911. Its construction was financed 
and paid for by funds accumulated by members of the congregation. 
Usual Mormon policy defrayed one-half of the building costs, but 
not in this case. The members, in a matter of weeks, raised about 
$33,000, far more than the anticipated cost. The contract price 
was $19,808. F. L. McG-few of St. Anthony received the contract. 
A basement was not included in the original plans, but so much 
soil became necessary to fill up the surrounding ground that it 
was decided to excavate and build a basement. The extra cost for 
adding a basement came to $100.00, but this did not include 
finishing the interior. Construction was begun under the direction 
of the Fremont Stake President, Mark Austin. Formal dedication 
took place on January 7, 1912. v

The Fremont Stake Tabernacle is unique in Idaho, both by virtue 
of its style and its association with Mormon settlement in that 
area of the state. Architecturally, it is one of very few 
Italianate church buildings in the state, and vastly exceeds all 
others in that style in character, size, and imaginative use of 
stone.

Although the headquarters of the stake has always been in Rexburg, 
the name of the stake continued to be Fremont, after Fremont 
County, resulting in some confusion. To correct this, the name of 
the stake was changed to the Rexburg Stake on June 23, 1935.
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Beal, Samuel M. , The Snake River Fork Country, Rexburg:
The Rexburg Journal, 1935.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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