
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
119-C 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 20 

1. Town Worcester 
267 P l a n t a t i o n S t r e e t or 

Address 676 F r a n k l i n S t r e e t 

N a me Bloomingdale F i r e House 

Present use f i r e house 

Present owner C i t y of V/orcester 

3. Description: 

Date 1 89lj.-1 895 

Source building notice 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relati'on to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

elements of Classical and 
Style Queen Anne styles 

Architect George Clemence 

Exterior wall fabric ye l low b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features h i g h s l a t e - c o v e r e d r o o f 

w i t h s r m l l cupo la and b e l l tower; 
c l a s s i c a l l imes tone window t r i m ; 
r u s t i c a t e d b r i c k f i r s t s t o r e y 

Altered^ 

Moved 

no 

no 

Date 

Date 

. , O T H S . Lot size: A s s e s s o r ' s Book I 9 , p . 7 , L o t 
^ / Z 7 / 2 0 O / V ( ^ ^ 7 ^ 7; 9 ,272 s q . f t . 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 70** 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

1 0 ' 

6. Recorded by S . L e e , e d . B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Orgahizatiori Wore. H e r i t a g e P r e s . S o c . 

Date November 197T 

(over) 

M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

n i t y nf Wnrr.ftStfir 

f i r e house 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

As Worcester»s population grew i n the l a s t two decades of the nineteenth 
century fron 58,291 (I88o)to 118,2̂ .21 (1900), the City constructed 
many new f i r e houses to protect newly developed r e s i e n t i a l areas. 
The City seems to have employed various l o c a l architects to design 
the new houses, althougEi - i t - i a unclear how architects were selected 
(whether by competition, b i d , e t c . ) . The Bloomingdale Fire House, 
one of several designed by George Clemence, was constructed on land 
donated by V/illiam Putnam by W. F. Dearborn and Sons, contractors, 
..at a cost of $12,137,96, paid to the f i r m i n two payments, one i n 1895, 
the other i n I896. The f i r e house i s a two and one-half storey 
mottled buff b r i c k structure w i t h a high slate-covered hip roof. On 
the building's south side i s a square-plan tower" which rises to an 
open b e l f r y and high h i p - t u r r e t . At the facade are two engine doors, 
framed by low arches w i t h limestone keystones. Above are two sets of 
t r i - p a r t i t e windows set i n limestone surrounds. Presently, the f i r e 
house i s unaltered and i s , v i s u a l l y , an important part of i t s neighborhood. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

C i t y Documents. 1895, No. k 9 , P» k ^ ; 1896, ITo. 5o , p . Sk; 1923, IJo, 
77, p. 707. 

George H, Clemence, Souvenirs. (I898 - i l l u s t r a t i o n ) . 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 
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