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The Brough-Martinson house is a two story brick structure that displays both 
Queen Anne^and Neo-classical elements. From the Victorian period the dwelling 
utilizes a§j asymmetrical floor plan, irregular placement and a variety of windows 
types and shapes. Utilization of fluted doric columns on and above the front porch 
along with pedimental gable ends give the building a classical look.

One of the house's general characteristics is the cream colored brick facing 
that incorporates all stretchers except for the queen closers. Also clapboard siding 
appears in all gable ends. The structure rests upon a quarry faced quartzite foundatior 
white asphalt shingles cover the multiple and medium pitched gable roof. Most of the 
windows have quartzite lug sills but the top surrounds vary from flat-topped to flat- 
topped with voussoirs to segmental with radiating voussoirs. The brick that is 
utilized around the windows is brown in color and is usually multi-coursed.

The front or west facade features a Neo-classic porch which extends around to the 
south facade; it utilizes vertical stick work beneath and spindle balusters above. 
A multi-paneled door is offset to the left side of the porch while two rectangular 
windows appear to the entry's right. On the other side is a small rectangular window, 
horizontal to the building with stained glass. Directly above this is a vertical 
elliptical window. The other fenestration, on the second floor consists of three 
rectangular windows separated by three unfluted doric columns. This facade also employs 
an oval window with two over two sashes which is at the center of the tympanum.

.,,, The left side (north facade) is three bays longs with the central one being recess* 
about six feet. Pedimental gable ends with semi-elliptical windows at their center 
adorn the other two bays. The first of these hug three irregular placed windows which 
are much taller and narrower then any others on the house. Four windows and a door 
appear on the rear section.

The rear (east) facade displays little ornamentation, but does have three differenl 
sized windows. Also there is a flat topped addition or enclosed entry at the north­ 
east corner.

The south's facades most distinguishing feature is a two story bay window near 
this side's central axis. It has a large middle window with a stained glass top- 
light on the first level. While the second displays a smaller rectangular stained 
glass window. An open porch also adorns this side; it has a similar motif as the front,

Exteriorly the house has had few changes only the rear porch on the north side 
was removed in the 1960's, and the roof has asphalt shingling. Two other elements 
that add to this 1905 house are a garage and wrought iron garden fence. The importance 
of the first of these is that it utilizes the same brick, therefore blends with the 
dwelling. The wrought iron fence does not surround the house; instead it outlines 
where a garden used to be. It is in excellent condition and in the same period of the 
house. There is a vehicle entry on the east and a gate for people on the south.
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For Hurley, the Brough-Martinson house provides a significant contribution 
:o the town's architectural heritage and shows the development of styles in South Dakota 
"his 1905 dwelling displays the intermixing of Queen Anne and Neo-classical designs 
;hat occurred during the early 1900's. It is a visual comment upon the transition from 
ihe unpredictable Victorian styles to the more planned classical types, and the brick- 
?acing, one time formal garden, and its large size are elements that are rare for this 
)ld of building in Hurley.

The structure is also important in the social humanitarian context for it 
serves as a sort of retirement home for Odd Fellows. Emil Brough, the original owner, 
vas an ardent supporter of the organization; so he built his house with many extra 
^ooms. Emil Brough resided in the house from 1908 to 1913, and he was a druggist who 
ilso built one of the earliest commercial buildings.

Nelson Rundell, a farmer, was the next owner, but he lived here only a few 
^ears. Henry Martinson occupied the house the longest beginning around 1918; Martinson 
tfas a local grocer. However this large house continued to serve for the needy; it was 
an orphanage for awhile and in 1942 the local school was located here.
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