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DESCRIPTION
Date 1296
SourcenN'*ANAAANAN House Directory
Style

:talianate Three-Decker

Architect unk-ov.-n
Exterior Wdl Fabric wood clapboard
Outbuildings

Magjor Alterations (with dates) porch
replaced, mid-20th century

Condition fair

Mo Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre
Setting Late 19th/early 20th century

multi-farr.ily residential; cLdjdccnt

to large, open playground/park.

Recorded by John Callahan
Organization Clark University

Date February 1981

Revised by Michael Steinitz for MHC-12/i



NATI ONML REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if applicable)
The Ludwi g Anderson Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. | ti s significant
as a representative exanple of theearly phase of three-decker devel opment
on the summt of Vernon Hill at theend of the 19thcentury, when thearea

attracted numerous Swedish families, and when .nany residents found enploym ent

in thenearby steel wire mills 1 n South Worcester and Quinsigamond Village. -
The house i salso a remarkably wo-11-preserved exanple of nodest, Italianate
style three-decker design popular during this period. | tthus neets critera A
and C of the National Register of Historic Places on thelocal level.
AHTEOUL. S AN HCGANE  Descri be i nport ant archltectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within theconrunity.

Architecturally, 4 Fairbanks Street is a remarkably well-preserved exanple

of a sinply designed, popular formof Italianate style three-decker built
locally during the | ast decades of the 19th century. The building has the
typical side-hall plan and shallow hip roof, and is clad in wood cl apboard.
The asymmetrical nmain facade contains a side entry bay. A projecting, gabled
entry portico supported by pairad square posts appears to be a 20th century
repLacenment. Wndows retain original 2/2 sash, wth sinple surrounds that

feature rope nol ding on the caps. Regularly spaced brackets decorate the roof
corni ce overhang. -/

HSIARCL SAQNHCANE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and howthe
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conaunity.

The .Anderson Three-Decker i sone of theearliest three-deckers on the sumnit
of Vernon Hill, where a nunber of Swedish famlies located i nthelate 19th
century. Many residents found enployment at the Washburn and Mboen South
Works or i nthe Quinsigamond Works, both steel wire mills located nearby.
Built ca. 1896, t he house was first owned by Ludwi g Anderson, a grocer, who
also lived here. The building remained i nthe Anderson family through the
1930s. Tenants i n 1896 included Anders Allen, a machinist; and Anton

Anderson, a woodworker. Residents i n 1900 included Joseph Anderson, a clerk;
Peter Anderson, a wireworker; Victor Spongberg, a wireworker; and Edward
-Rosenblad, a machinist. Tenants i n 1920 included John P. Sundin, a machinist;

Francis Sharron, a chauffeur; and Louis Erickson, a tool maker.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1896, 1900,1910, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas cf theCity of Wrcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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