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The Van Buren County Courthouse, built 1840-43, expresses classical influences in 
its proportions, wide cornices and pedimented gable ends. The two-story structure 
is built of red brick laid in common bond on a dressed limestone foundation. Walls 
are 22" think on the ground floor, tapering to 18" above. Windows are plain, with 
wide, flat stone lintels and narrower sills. The central entrance has double 
doors and ntiltilight transom. Within the tympanum is set a fanlight.

Timbers and trusses are oak, woodwork is walnut. ,The ground floor is divided into 
office space, with the courtroom occupying the whde upper floor. Original jury 
chairs, spectator benches and iron railing are still in use. Two walnut spiral 
staircases were part of the original plan, now replaced by a single, plain stairway.

Although no pictures have been found as illustration, the original courthouse 
had a wooden, gable-roofed tower, which was removed sometime during the 1860's. 
The courthouse is set on a hill overlooking the Des Moines River, along with 
a jail and office building which are not included in this nomination (they have 

neither the historical or architectural significance of the courthouse).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Van Buren County Courthouse is one of the oldest county courthouses still 
existing in the state. Like other pre-Civil War courthouses in Iowa, such as 
those in Lee and Allamakee Counties, it was built in the Greek Revival style, a 
form both imposing and suited, when necessary, to the unsophisticated construction 
methods so often found in recently-settled areas. Use of detail is far more 
sparing on this courthouse that on others of its style in Iowa, but is enough 
to clearly mark its classical origins.

Van Buren County was formed in 1836 by the Territorial Legislature of Wisconsin, 
with Farmington as the county seat. After Iowa Territory was created (1838) and 
a series of challenges made to Farmington's preeminence as a political center.,, 
the county seat was permanently established at Keosauqua. The first contract 
for the courthouse was awarded in 1840 to local builders James Hall and John 
Fairman, on the understanding the building would be completed in two years. Fairman 
and Hall apparently failed in this regard, for the contract was reawarded to 
Edwin Manning, who finished the courthouse in 1843. It has served since then 
as the home of Van Buren County government.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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