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1 . Name of Property
historic name
other names/site number

DICKEY, WALTER T HOUSE
Black Hills State College President f s House

2. Location
street & number RI s
city, town sppfl
State CJnnt'li Dplrnf-;^

s t ̂  i- «= s i- TP & t iq Z.^ not for publication
rfish ^^ vicinity

code cm county T.aw-rc»Ti^o code HRI zip code ^ 7 70-5

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
_X. private 

public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal

Category of Property 
Q building(s) 
I I district

site
structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

1 ____ buildings 
____ ____ sites 
____ ____ structures 
____ ____ objects

1 Q Total 
Number of contributing resources previously

0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
jjy nomination I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In myfiDinidn./the property H meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official
fJtitDjUk £Hr»

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Date

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
EH See continuation sheet. 

EH determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

EH determined not eligible for the
National Register.

EH removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) __________

JJntered in the 
latlonal E

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domes tic/Single Dwelling_____________ Domes tic/Single Dwelling_________

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete___________
Spanish Colonial Revival____________ walls ___Stucco

roof Other: Clav tile

Stone
Terra Gotta

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
The Dickey house was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style popular in the United
States between 1915 and 1945 and is an excellent example of the style with its fine 
detailing. The structure was built in 1931. Sited on a corner lot, the house is sur 
rounded by a well-landscaped system of walkways, driveways, and manicured lawn, trees, 
and shrubs. There is a driveway and parking area on the north side and a driveway in the 
alley to the garage. There are deciduous trees along both streets. Other shrubbery 
includes deciduous and evergreens around the house. There is a stone patio with wrought 
iron railings and stone piers in the front of the building and a wrought iron gate with 
stone and brick piers on the north side.

The dwelling is a two and one-half story building with a single-story garage on the rear 
facade. The house has stucco walls and sits on a concrete foundation. A clay tile hip 
roof covers most of the structure with a clay tile gable roof over the front entrance 
and clay tile shed roof dormers. The single-story garage and second floor balcony have 
parapeted walls with a flat roof with a clay tile shed roof wrapping around the sides.

The main (east) facade is the most detailed. It is asymmetrical with the entrance element 
having a small-panaled wood door and a stone surround. There are stone and brick steps. 
Above the entrance is a small clay tile shed roof with an arched 4/4 wood double-hung 
window with shutters. There is a narrow arched vertical vent in the gable end. To the 
right of the entrance is an extended bay with palladian windows on the first floor and 
extended second floor supported by wood brackets and small arches cut in the bottom of 
the stucco. There is a balcony in front of the arched 4/4 wood double-hung windows. The 
hip roof extends over the balcony and is supported by spiral terra-cotta columns. A 
wrought iron railing surrounds the balcony. To the left of the entrance is a pair of 
small paned wood doors that open out to the patio. The space is covered with a shed roof 
supported by spiraled terra-cotta columns. On the second floor are two arched 4/4 wood 
double-hung windows with a spiraled terra-cotta column in the center. The chimney element 
is stucco with a narrow arched recess and several large pieces of stone inlaid in the 
stucco. The stucco chimney tapers under the eave line and brick is used above the narrow 
stone inlay in the center. The chimney has a stone and metal cap. The last bay has doors 
with small passes to a wrought iron balcony and two arched wood double-hung 4/4 wood 
windows and a terra-cotta column in the center on the second floor with a wrought iron 
balcony.

Fenestration on the other facades is simpler. The north and south having extended bays. 
Windows are wood double-hungs with 6/6 panes and some arched lintels.
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Most original interior appointments have been retained. The main entrance has a ceramic 
tile floor that leads into the stair area. A wrought iron railing/stair ascends to the 
upper area. The living room has plaster walls and ceiling, with oak base and trim a- 
round the doors and windows. There is a tile fireplace with oak mantle and recessed 
hearth. The office on the southwest has plaster with a painted wainscot and grained 
woodwork. The center dining room has oak corner cabinets and trim on the plaster walls. 
The pantry has wall paper over plaster and grained fir door trim and cabinets. The 
kitchen in the northwest corner has been remedied into a modern style. The library on 
the northeast corner has oak door and window trim and oak cabinets with leaded glass 
doors. The upstairs bedrooms have plaster walls with simpler trim. The master bed 
room has original paneled and wallpapered walls and a plaster fireplace and wood mantle. 
There is original ceramic tile in the bathroom.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

O nationally O statewide [xl locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I |A fxlB Ixlc I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) |~1A I IB I 1C I~~|D i~lE I~|F l~lG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Arrhit&rture____________________________ 1931~1937______________ 1931_______ 

Comma rr.e______________________________ ______________________ ___________

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person
Dickey, Walter E.

Architect/Builder
Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Under Criteria B and C of the National Register Criteria, the Walter Dickey House is 
significant in the areas of commerce and architecture. Its original owner, Walter E. 
Dickey was a prominent local cattleman, businessman, and banker who strove to develop 
and improve the regional commercial environment. His personal residence, the Dickey 
House, is also unique within Spearfish as a very good example of Spanish Colonial 
Revival architecture popular in the United States from 1915 to 1945. The house has 
retained its original architectural integrity. Under the South Dakota Preservation 
Plan, the property relates to the historic context labeled: VI. The Great Depression.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Dickey House is associated with Walter E. Dickey, a prominent banker in the community 
of Spearfish, who had ties to the emerging cattle industry. Mr. Dickey moved to Spearfish 
from Deadwood with his parents, Eleazer and Gwinnie Dickey, shortly after his birth in 
1896. Mr. Dickey grew up in Spearfish attending the Spearfish Normal School. While 
going to school, he was given a position with the America National Bank of Spearfish. 
After World War I s (in 1921) he was given the position of.Assistant Cashier at the bank. 
By 1927 when the America National Bank was consolidated with the Bank of Spearfish, Mr. 
Dickey was named Director and Cashier of the new bank.

While at the America National Bank, Dickey worked with Henry G. Weare, an owner of the 
bank, to learn about banking and livestock raising. Dickey used his knowledge of both 
cattle and banking operations to develop a system of transporting livestock to other 
markets where the prices were substantially higher than what the local market could afford. 
This commercial venture greatly aided aspects of a sagging., local economy a ridden by world 
wide depression.

Mr. Dickey and his wife, Margaret Cooper Dickey, were active in the Christian Science 
Society and the Black Hills State College Foundation (trust). They donated their house 
to the latter in 1980.

continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Lawrence County Historical Society. SOME HISTORY OF LAWRENCE COUNTY. Pierre, SJ): 
The State Publishing Co., 1981.

Walter Dickey Obituary, QUEEN CITY MAIL, May 5, 1982, page 10.

Margaret Dickey, interview by David Miller, Professor of History at Black Hills State 
College, 1982.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
O preliminary determination df individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested '
I previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark 

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey # _______________ 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #________ ____ ______

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
Q3 State historic preservation office j 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
EH Other 
Specify repository:
South Dakota Historical Preservation
Center

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than 1 acre

UTM References
A Ili3l I5l9ill0i7i0l 14.9 I2i6l9i3i0 

Zone Easting Northing
, , , ,

Zone Easting
Dl , 1 II ,

Northing

I . I i I . .

1 1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is bounded by Lots 2, 3, and 4, Block 11, Original Townsite, City of 
Spearfish, South Dakota.

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification

The boundary is based on legally recorded property lines, historically associated with 
the property.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
JAMES R. MCDONALDname/title _

organization
Street & number 710 North Higgins Avenue
city or town ___Missoula____________

James R. McDonald Architects PC date ?4 Nnwvmhp.r

telephone (4f>fi) 721-5643_______ 
state Montana_____ zip code 59RQ2
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Walter Dickey House is a fine example of the Spanish Colonial Revival period of 
architecture. Constructed in 1931, it is the most elaborate and best preserved example 
of the few Spanish Colonial Revival buildings built in Spearfish.

In 1982, Margaret Dickey said in an interview with David Miller, Professor of History 
at Black Hills State College, that the design of the house was based on one that Mr. 
and Mrs. Dickey had seen on a trip to Minneapolis. They bought the plans and had 
their house built in a similar plan. At this time the location of the plans or the 
name of the architect are still unknown.

The Dickey House is one of very few private building ventures using high style architec 
ture constructed in the state during the Great Depression. It remains the most prominent 
property in its neighborhood.

The period of significance of the property extends from its construction in 1931 to 
1937, the established cut-off date for the National Register.


